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The Present Status oi the European Beaver, Castor fiber
Linnaeus, 1758 an Investigation Whick Was Carried Out at
the Instigation of the “International Union for the Conservation

of Nature and Natural Resources (I. U. C. N.)”*

During meetings of the "Commission for Ecology” of the "International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources” which were
held at Edinburgh in 1956, at Athens in 1958 and at Warsaw in 1960, it
gradually became apparent that the encouragement of scientific research
bearing on the conservation of nature in the various individual countries
is in itself insufficient, and that through the coordination and cooperation
of the countries concerned it should be considered at the international
level. The Commission is now fully convinced that international
cooperation can no longer be regarded as merely desirable, but that it
has now become, in many respects, an urgent necessity.

Investigations relating to the present status and efficient management
of rare species and communities throughout their entire geographical
range are especially needed.

With regard to the very rare species which are threatened with
extinction, this works is done by the "I.U.C.N. Survival Service Commis-
sion”, and now the "LU.C.N. Commission for Ecology”, following a pro-
posal by Professor Dr. M. F. Morzer Bruyns (Netherlands), who decided
to start, on an internaticnal level, investigations into the ecology of species
which although not directly threatened with extinction, are nevertheless
in need of protection.

These investigations are especially concerned with the distribution and
ecology of species of which local populations or certain races are regarded
as threatened.

*) R.I.LV.O.N. Communication no. 201.
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During a meeting held at Morges (Switzerland) in 1962 a definite
decision was made. It was agreed that, as a start, the Brown Bear, Ursus
arctos Linnaeus, 1758, the Lynx, Lynx lynr (Linnaeus, 1758) and
the European Beaver, Castor fiber Linnaeus, 1758, should be studied.

At about the same time the 1.U.C.N. Executive Board gave its approval
and the "World Wildlife Fund” declared itself willing to support the
project financially when needed.

Dr. M. Helminen of the State Game Research Institute at Helsinki
(Finland) agreed to act as co-ordinator and general reporter for the Brown
Bear and Professor Dr. J. Kratochvil of the Institute of Vertebrate
Research of the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences at Brno (C.S.S.R.)
will act in a similar capacity for the Lynx. Coordination of research on
the European Beaver was entrusted to the editor of the present volume.

After a period of preparation which lasted from 1960 to 1962, the Beaver
census started with a letter circulated to all beaver specialists known to
the present editor asking their co-operation.

In all countries where beavers still occur specialists were found who
were willing to write a report, employing a standardised method of
presentation, on the present status of this species in their country.

However, we very soon learned that the original plan to publish all
these reports simultaneously would have to be abandoned. The time
required by the different contributors varied too much. In one country
all data were readily available, in another the field work had not yet
started; in some countries there might be a very large bever population
in others these animals might be very scarce; one counfry covers an
extensive area, another is small, etc. For these reasons it was decided to
publish the reports separately, viz. as soon as they became available. They
will appear under the title "Castoriana” in the ”Acta Theriologica”.

Sufficient off-prints of each paper will be printed and when the final
report has been published, complete sets will be bound and issued (with
an appropriate summary) as "collected reprints”. This final issue will be
2 complete report on the present status of the European Beaver, and will
be offered to I.U.C.N. and distributed to all contributors and to persons,
institutes etc. whom we assume will be interested in its contents.

The present issue contains contributions from France, the Lithuanian
Peoples Republic and Switzerland. Reports from Finland, Norway, Poland
and Sweden will follow in the near future. Contributions from the
remaining countries are in preparation. ;

This summary is concluded with an expression hope and expectation
that this form of international co-operation will lead to valuable results.

State Institute for Nature Conservation Research (R.I.V.O.N.) Zeist, Netherlands.
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COBPEMEHHOE COCTOfHWME MCCJAEJOBAHWI HAJ EBPOIIE/CKHMM

BOBPOM CASTOR FIBER LINNAEUS, 1758, HAI KOTOPBIM BBLIM

[MPOBELEHBI MCCIEJOBAHUA II0 MHUIMATUBE MEXKIVHAPOJIHOI'O
COIO3A OXPAHBI IIFMPOJBL M EE PECYPCOB.

Ha kondepenumax Dxoaornyeckoin Kommccumn Mexaynapoasoro Cowosa OxpaHbl
IIpupoasr 1 ee Pecypcos (I. U. N. C.), Kotopble npoucxoimnau B Dauadypre B 1956
rony, B Acdbmuax' B 1958 r. m B Bapmase B 1960 roay npuuuam K BBIBOAY, YTO CO-
AeiCTBME Hay4YHBIM MccenepoBaHuaMm mno Oxpane IIpupoabl ecTh B Pa3sHbIX CTPAaHaX
He pocraro4yHo. Takum oOpazoMm HyKHa MeXJAYHapoJHas KOoOpAMHAUMA COTPYAHM-
4ecTBa 3aMHTEpPecOBAaHHBIX OTAeNbHLIX crpaH. Komuceusa Tenepb MNOJNHOCTBIO YBeE-
PeHa, 4YTO MeXKJYHapOoJHOe COTPYAHMYECTBC CTAJ0 He TOJLKO IKEeJaTeJbHbIM HO
1 HeoOxXoaMMbIM. B 4acTHOCTM HYZKHBI MCCAEOBAHMA HAJ, COBPEMEHHBIM COCTOAHMEM
M yCHEeUIHbIM DYKOBOACTBOM DPSAKMMM BHAAMM M MNONYJALNMAMM Ha NPOTANKEHMM MX
scero reorpacuyeckoro apeana. OTHOCMTENBHO 04YeHb pPeJKMX BMJOB TPaKTyeMbIX
BbIMepaollumMK, pabora Hajg HMMM BbmoaHaerca Memaynapopauem Coroszom Oxpa-
Hbl IIpupoasr — Kommecemeit Oxpanbl. B HacroAulee BpemMAa DxoJorudeckoin Ko-
myuccueit M.C.O.I1. m P. B pesyabrarTe npejjoxeHua npodg. ap. M. ®. Mopuep
Bpyiinc (M. F. Morzer Bruyns — Toiranama) OTHOCHTEIBHO MEKAYHAPOIHBLIX
HMCCHeR0BaHMIl [0 9KOJIOMMM BHJAOB, KOTOPBLIM XOTH e€lle HEeloCPeNCTBeHHO He yrpo-
KaeT BbIMEpaHMe, HO KOTOPBLIX OXpaHa LejecoobpasHa. 3Tu ncclefoBaHMA KacaT-
cA oco0eHHO pasMelIeHMA M 3KOJOrMM BHMAOB, KOTODPBIX MECTHbIE MONYJALMM MM
packl HaXOAATCA I10Jl YTrpo30ii BbIMepaHuA. Bo Bpema 3acepanmii B Moprec (IlIseii-
uapus) B 1962 rogy NpMHAIM OKOHYATENBHOE DELIEHWE, T.e, — COTJIACHMIMCh HA4YaTh
uceaeaoBanmAa or Oyporo mepBegsa, Ursus arctos Linnaeus, 1758, peica, Lynx
lynx (Linnaeus, 1758) u 6o6pa, Castor fiber Linnaeus, 1758. IIpubansurensHo
B TO?Ke camoe Bpema Mcnonuurenenslit Coser M.C. O.II. u P. BbIpasua csoe co-
neiicreue, a Kpome Toro Beemupnbnit PoHpg OxorHnubero Xossiicra (World Wildli-
fe Fundation) npeanomua ceoe chunacuposanne. Koopaunammio pabor no Measenio
nopydeso np. M. TenbmMuHeH u3 TlocyaapcrBeHHoro Mucturyra MccnenoBanmii
Oxorumybero Xosajicrea B XenbcwHEaxX (PuHIaHAMA), a N0 pbiclo npod. ap. M.
Kparoxsuaw us Ma-ra Mcenegosauusa ITossonounblx KMBoTHBIX YexocgoBalKO
Aragemun Hayk B Bpuao (Yexocnosakmsa). Koopamnaumio mccineaosaHuii no 606py
Nopy4yeHo penakTopy 2toro Toma. Ilocse NPUroTOBMTENBLHOrO NEPMOAA, KOTODBIM
npopomanca or 1960 go 1962 roma, paGorekr mo GobGpy Hauanuch nociae obGpameHMA
peAaKTOpa KO BCeM M3BEeCTHBIM crenpaaucraMm ¢ mnpockboit corpyaumuare, Bo Becex
CTpaHax, B KOTOPBLIX elle MKUBYT 000pbl HALIAMCH CHELMANUCTEI, KOTOPhLIE BLIPA3MJIII
CBOE JKeJaHue HanucaHua paboT CcOrjlacHO YCTAHOBJEHHOM cXeMbl M 00 aKTyalb-
HOM COCTOAHMM TOrO BMJa B MX cTpaHe. OfHaKO OKa3ajoch, YT0 llepBoHa4dalbHbli
nnaH onyOJMKOBAaHMA BcexX 3TMX pabor BMecTe NPMIILIOCH OCTABNHTL. Bpemsa Heobxo-
AuMOe pas’HbIM COTPyAHMKaMm ObIIO OveHb HEOAMHAKOBO. B BMAY 9TOro, MTO B OJHONI
cTpaHe JaHHble ObLAM MOYTHM IOTOBLIE, B PYIOi elle He HayaThl paboThl B MOJEBbIX
yeaosuax. B HEKOTOPBIX cTpaHax Morau ObiThk Dosblume nonynaumnmu 6odpos, a B APYy-
r'mx 9TUX 3Bepeit 6b110 HeMHoOro. OzHa cTpaHa MMeer GOJbIIMe NPOCTPAHCTBA, a APY-
rag mMansle. B ¢BA3M ¢ 9THM IOCTAHOBMJIM M3JAABaTh paboTel cpasy Kak GYAYT TOABLKO
roToBeL. OTH paboTkl GyAyT nedaTaTbcA mnoj OOIMM 3arjasBMeM cepuM M0j Ha3Ba-
nuem Castoriana B xypuane Acta Theriologica. :

Tlocne m3pgaHMA L@JN0A cepuy Bce OTTMCEM pabor OyayT cobpaHsl B OTAENbLHBIN
TOM B Buje cOoOpHMKa. 3710 OyaerT MCYepnbIBAOIIMA TPYA O COBPEMEHHOM COC-
TOSIHMM eBporeiickoro 6ob6pa. Otor cGopHMK OyaeT po30ociaH BCEeM COTDYAHWKAM,
a TakiKe HAaY4YHBIM YUDEeXIEeHMAM M 3aMHTEeDPEecOBaHHBIM JMLIAM,

Hacroamuil BbIyck copepxur padorkl u3 JIuroeckoi CCP, ®panuun u Illlseii-
vapun, PabGorst u3 Hopsermy, IToaswm, Puanadamm u lIsermm GyayT H3gaHbl
B Omxaiimme BpemA. CoolLieHMA M3 JAPYIMX CTPAH HAXOAATCH B [IPUCOTOBIEHIiH.

Xorenoce Obl BBIPA3MTHL KelaHMe, YTO 5Ta (hOpMa MERAYHAPOAHOLO COTPYIHM-
4YeeTBa NpPHMBEJAET K LEHHBIM pe3yJbTaTaM,
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OBECNY STAN BADAN NAD BOBREM EUROPEJSKIM, CASTOR FIBER
LINNAEUS, 1758, NAD KTORYM BYLY PROWADZONE BADANIA Z INICJA-
TYWY MIEDZYNARODOWEJ UNII OCHRONY PRZYRODY I JEJ ZASOBOW

Podczas posiedzen Komisji Ekologicznej Miedzynarodowej Unii Ochrony Przyrody
i jej Zasob6éw (L.U.C.N.), ktére odbyly sie w Edynburgu w 1956 r., w Atenach w 1958 r.
i w Warszawie w 1960 r. stalo sie oczywiste, Ze samo poparcie badan naukowych do-
tvczacych ochrony przyrody w réznych krajach nie jest wystarczajace. Miedzynaro-
dowa wspoélpraca stala sie pilng koniecznosciag, zwlaszcza w odniesieniu do gatunkéw
rzadkich, wymierajacych, lub tez jeszcze nie zagrozonych bezpoérednim wymarciem,
lecz godnych ochrony.

W Morges (Szwajcaria) w 1962 roku zgodzono sie rozpoczaé¢ badania od niedzwie-
dzia brunatnego (Ursus arctos Linnaeus, 1758), rysia (Lynx lynx Linnaeus,
1758) i bobra europejskiego (Castor fiber Linnaeus, 1758).

Koordynacje prac nad niediwiedziem powierzono Dr M. Helminen (Helsinki),
a nad rysiem Prof. Dr J. Kratochvilowi z Brna. Koordynacje badan nad bobrem po-
wierzono redaktorowi tego tomu.

Po okresie przygotowan (1960 do 1962), prace nad bobrem rozpoczely sie od listu
przestanego przez redaktora do wszystkich znanych specjalistéw z prosbg o wspol-
prace. | il ) | F

We wszystkich krajach, w ktorych bobry jeszcze wystepuia, znaleziono specja-
listbw, ktoérzy wyrazili cheé¢ napisania doniesieri, wedlug ustalonego schematu,
o aktualnym stanie tego gatunku w ich kraju.

Pierwotny plan opublikowania wszystkich doniesien jednoczesnie musial zostac
zaniechany, ze wzgledu na stopien zaawansowania prac w poszczegblnych krajach.
Zdecydowano wiec publikowaé poszczegblne prace w ACTA THERIOLOGICA
w miare ich naplywania, pod wsp6lnym tytulem serii — ,,Castoriana”. Odbitki prac
zostang nastepnie zebrane w tom, ktéry da wyczerpujace podsumowanie wiedzy
o aktualnym stanie bobra europejskiego.

Mamy nadzieje, ze ta forma wspolpracy miedzynarodowej doprowadzi do war-
tosciowych wynikow.



