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T h e Cracow B r a n c h of the Ins t i t u t e of Zoology of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences was f o r m e d in 1954, in place of the n a t u r a l h is tory m u s e u m 
wi th its l ong-s t and ing t r ad i t i ons of zoological research work . The main 
p a r t of the collections and the m a j o r i t y of the resea rch work of t he f o r m e r 
m u s e u m w e r e devoted to entomology, wh ich to a large ex ten t de t e rmined the 
d i rec t ion t aken by t h e r e sea rch w o r k of the new Branch . In addi t ion , the 
impor t an t collections of fossil m a m m a l s and the paleother iological in teres ts 
of the d i rec tor of the b ranch , P ro fes so r J a n S t a c h, fac i l i ta ted the develop-
men t of r e sea rch act ivi t ies in the f ield of paleother iology. The g radua l 
increase in the n u m b e r of t he sc ient i f ic personne l and the collections, 
con t r ibu ted to t h e increas ing deve lopment of ther iological act ivi t ies . 

A p a r t f r o m the d i rec tor of the Cracow B r a n c h of the In s t i t u t e of Zoology. 
P ro fessor J a n S t a c h, who is w o r k i n g on fossil m a m m a l s in addi t ion 
to his chief entomological s tudies, t h r e e scient i f ic w o r k e r s of the 
b r anch a r e engaged solely on ther iology. Resea rch is a imed in the fol lowing 
two d i rec t ions at the p resen t t ime : 

1. Svs temat ics of smal l m a m m a l s , concen t r a t i ng par t i cu la r ly on the 
a rea of the C a r p a t h i a n Moun ta ins . The B r a n c h possesses a large 
collection of smal l m a m m a l s f r o m the T a t r a and P i e n i n y Mounta ins , and also 
the collections m a d e by L. S a g a n in the p r e - w a r years f r o m Czarnohora 
and Wes te rn Beskidy. Using th is m a t e r i a l as a basis, w o r k has been 
ca r r i ed out on the sys temat ics of Microtus nivalis ( M a r t i n s ) in the 
C a r p a t h i a n s and on the morphology of the mole (Talpo europaea L.) in the 
T a t r a Mts. A f u r t h e r work on t h e smal l m a m m a l s of the T a t r a Mts. has also 
been p r epa red . 

2. M a m m a l f a u n a of the young T e r t i a r y and Q u a t e r n a r y in Poland. 
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In th is f ield the work ca r r i ed out by the B r a n c h is at p resen t p ioneer ing 
in Po land . P ro fes so r J a n S t a c h in i t ia ted descr ip t ions of the unusua l ly 
in t e re s t ing Pl iocene bone breccia f r o m Węże n e a r Działoszyn, w h e n he 
publ i shed his descr ip t ions of Carnivora. P r e l i m i n a r y repor t s on roden ts of 
th is f a u n a have also been publ ished, and w o r k s on f u r t h e r rodents , lepor ines 
and ba t s a r e in course of p r epa ra t i on . 

Of recen t yea r s f o u r f u r t h e r locali t ies w i t h m a m m a l i a n f a u n a s f rom 
the P l iocene and ear ly Ple is tocene of Po land w e r e f o u n d : a t Podlesice, Rq-
biel ice Kró lewskie , K a m y k and Kadzie ln ia . These works , p a r t of w h i c h has 
been pub l i shed and p a r t p r epa red fo r publ ica t ion , m a k e it possible to get 
t o k n o w a whole world , h i the r to u n k n o w n , of t he smal l m a m m a l s inhab i t ing 
Po land b e f o r e the m a x i m u m glaciat ion. Some of the species concerned a re 
n e w to science, and o t h e r s t h r o w an in t e re s t ing l ight on the origin and 
ear l ies t deve lopmen t of t he s u b - f a m i l y Microtinae. Work has a l ready been 
car r ied out on the r ema ins of small m a m m a l s f r o m the more recent P le -
is tocene: descr ip t ions of m a t e r i a l ob ta ined f r o m the deposi ts of the 
cave at Dz iadowa Ska ła have been publ ished, and work is iti p rogress on 
t h e very r ich f a u n a of the Jask in ia Nie toperzowa (Bat-Cave) . 

A pape r has been publ i shed on the r e m a i n s of the cave lion, Panthera spe-
laea (G o 1 d f u s s) f r o m the Pleis tocene, and on t h e fossil, but p robab ly 
post-glacia l , r ema ins of the bison, Bison bonasus (L.) f r o m the P o d h a l e  
d is t r ic t . L. S y c h is at p resen t engaged on the descr ipt ion of fossil 
Leporidae f r o m t h e early Ple is tocene of Po land . O u r B r a n c h is also w o r k i n g 
on the very n u m e r o u s an ima l bones ob ta ined f r o m archaeological excava t -
ions, cover ing the period f rom the neol i thic to the mediaeva l . These m a t e r -
ials are as a ru le ve ry monotonous , wi th a p r e p o n d e r a n c e of severa l species 
of domest ic an imals , bu t should g radua l ly yield da t a on 1he h is tory of 
m a m m a l f a u n a f o r m e d u n d e r the in f luence of the deve lopment of h u m a n 
cul t iva t ion in ou r count ry . The f i r s t p a p e r on the above has a l r eady gone 
to press. 

A comprehens ive ca ta logue of the m a m m a l s of t he Ple is tocene of Poland , 
con ta in ing a list of all works h i the r to publ i shed on th is subjec t , but scat-
te red and t h e r e f o r e d i f f icu l t of access, has been p r epa red and publ i shed 
by our Branch . 

The collect ions of the Cracow Branch of t he Ins t i t u t e of Zoology includes 
in its ther iological section over 2000 spec imens of smal l m a m m a l s , chiefly 
f r o m the C a r p a t h i a n s . The species r ep resen ted in the grea tes t n u m b e r s a re : 
Clethrionomys glareolus (S c h r e b e r), Microtus nivalis ( M a r t i n s ) and 
Apodemus flavicollis ( M e l c h i o r ) . Con t inua l addi t ions have recent ly been 
m a d e to the compara t ive osteological collection, wh ich is now re la t ively 
rich, and inc ludes skulls, and in some cases, t h e skele tons of all Pol ish 
m a m m a l s and cer ta in fore ign ones. This collection is indispensable , p r i m a r -
ily as a source of compara t ive ma te r i a l w h e n w o r k i n g on fossils. 

Among t h e collection of fossil n a m m a l s , p r ide of p lace m u s t be given 
to the spec imen of t he woolly rhinoceros, Coelodonta antiquitatis ( B l u m e n -
b a c h), f o u n d in 1929 at S t a r u n i a in t h e C a r p a t h i a n toge ther w i t h 
its soft pa r t s . A cast of t he specimen in its p r i m a r y s i tuat ion, t he s tu f f ed 
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skin and comple te skeleton have been p rese rved . The m u s e u m of ou r 
B r a n c h also inc ludes a r ich collection of P le is tocene m a m m a l bones collected 
in t h e second half of t he 19th cen tu ry by G. O s s o w s k i f r o m t h e caves in 
the C r a c o w dis t r ic t . 

T h e collect ion of smal l fossil m a m m a l s con ta ins n u m e r o u s spec imens of 
Insectívora, Chiroptera, Lagomorpha, Roclentia and smal l Carnivora f r o m 
Pol i sh P l iocene and ear ly Pleis tocene localities, inc luding holotypes of newly 
descr ibed species. We also possess f a i r ly n u m e r o u s species ob ta ined by m e a n s 
of e x c h a n g e of fossi l m a m m a l s f r o m Jugoslavia , Hungary , China and the 
Un i t ed S ta te s of N o r t h Amer ica . 

T h e pub l i ca t ion of t he Cracow Branch of t h e Ins t i tu te of Zoology is 
en t i t led „Acta Zoologica Cracoviensia" , in wh ich pape r s a p p e a r devoted 
to m a m m a l s , especia l ly fossil ones. It should be men t ioned tha t the 
second v o l u m e of th is periodical , publ i shed on the occasion of the 80th 
b i r t h d a y of P ro fe s so r J a n S t a c h , included w o r k s on fossil m a m m a l s by 
B. K u r t e n (Finland) , E. T h e n i u s (Austria) , H. T o b i e n and 
G. H e l l e r (Germany) . The Branch has in addi t ion p r in t ed as a s epa ra t e 
pub l i ca t ion „A ca ta logue of t he Ple is tocene m a m m a l s of Po land ' ' . 

C racow B r a n c h of the Inst , of Zoology, Pol ish Academy of Sciences. 
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