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Abstract. The attention to the erroneous designation of the lectotype and one of the para-
lectotypes of Synergus variabilis M ayr, 1872, by Quinlan (1978) is drawn. The validity
of the genus Saphonecrus D alla Torre et Kieffer, 1910, is questioned.

The group-species of inquilines with open radial cell, which are included
into the genus Saphonecrus D alla Torre et Kieffer, 1910, requires careful
identification. Any inattention may lead to erroneous classifications, examples
of which can be found in literature referring to the Cynipidae. One of them has
to be urgently corrected because it could lead to some superfluous confusion
in the taxonomy of Synerginae. Namely, the specimen designated as the lecto-
type of Symergus variabilis M ayr, 1872, and one of the specimens selected as
the paralectotypes of this species (Quinlan, 1978) belong with no doubt to
Saphonecrus undulatus (M ayr, 1872). They have open radial cell, mesoscutum
without notaulices and 13 segmented antennae. The two other paralectotype-
-specimens, $ and $ settled on one pin together, are determined correctly, they
belong to Synergus variabilis M ayr.1

1 The “type-series” of S. variabilis Mmavyr and lectotype as well as paralectotypes
designated by J. QuinLan were seen in Naturhistorisches Museum in Wien and examined
by the author in December, 1983. Lectotype-specimen with attached labels: 1. a purple
edged circular label with printed word “Lectotype”, 2. a green piece of paper with words
“Synergus variabilis Mavr, Austr. p. 7027, 3. a label with words “In G. Mmavyr Bd. XXII.
p. 7027, 4. a white, little piece of cardboard with words “Syn. variabilis” (handle writing)
“det. G. MaYRr” (type writing), 5. a label with words “Lectotype ? Synergus variabilis Mayr
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Tlie redescription of 8. variabilis MAYR, published by Quinran (1978) is
incorrect in consequence of erroneous designation of the lectotype of this species.
8. variabilis MaYr does not possess the characters such as “pronotum with
strong lateral carinae” and “notaulices obsolete” mentioned in QUINLAN’S
redescription. As a metter of fact, the description of 8. variabilis, given by
QuiNLAN (1978), does not refer to any species described by Mavr (1872).

With reference to above, the lectotype of S. variabilis Mayr must be desi-
gnated once more. One should take into account that “the type-series” of this

Figs. 1-4. 1. Saphonecrus undulatus (Mavyr), right fore wing. 2-4. Pronotum with parts of
head and mesoscutum, 2 — Saph. connatus (H artiG), 3 — Saph. undulatus (MayRr), 4 —
Synergus variabilis MavYR.

det. J. QuinLan 1977”. Paralectotype-specimens: $, with attached labels: 1. “G. MavRr”,
2. “In G. Mavr, lid. XX: p. 702, Synergus variabilis Mavr, det. G. Mayr”, 3. a red piece
of paper with word “type”, 4. a blue edged circular label with the printed word “Paralecto-
type”, 5. “Paralectotype ? Synergus variabilis Mayr det. J. Quinran 1977” (specimen
determined wrongly). $ and  settled on one pin together with labels as paralectotype above
(determined rightly).
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species housed in Katurhistorisclies Museum in Wien, composed of 48 pins
(one or a few specimens on each pin), is not conspecific. There are specimens
of S. variabilis M ayr and Saphonecrus undulatus (Mayr). It is reasonable to
suppose that these two inquilines had been reared from galls of Aphelonyx
cerricola (Giraud) and not separated. The labels with name “Synergus variabilis
Mayr” and “type” were not attached by G. Mayr himself but, probably,
by somebody else.

Forster (1869) was the first to separate the taxon of inquilines with open
radial cell. Unfortunately, the type-speeies, Synergus apicalis Hartig, 1841,
of his monobasic genus, Sapholytus, proved to be one of the Synergus-species.
Because of that, Sapholytus Forster, 1869, was synonymized with Synergus
Hartig, 1840, by D alla Torre and Kieffer (1910). The conception, however,
of separate taxon of generic level was retained. D alla Torre and Kieffer
(1910) introduced a new name of genus, Saphonecrus, with the type-species,
Synergus connatus 1lartig, 1840. This conception has been accepted by all
later cynipidologists (Tavares 1920, W eld 1952, Tonescu 1957, Eady and Quin-
lan 1963, Kierych 1979, and others) but I am not certain if it is well-founded.
The problem was mentioned long time ago by Eady and Quinlan (1963), too.
The two genera may be separated only on the combination of characters. Each

Figs. 5-10. 5-7. Pronotum in anterior view, 5 — Saph. connatus (HARTIG), 6 — Saph.
undulatus (MAYR), 7 — Synergus variabilis MAYR. 8—10. Mesonotum in dorsal view,
8 —Saph. undulatus (MAYR), 9 — Saph. connatus (HARTIG), 10 —Synergus variabilis MAYR.
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character that we use at present, except number of segments of the females
antennae, is not a distinctive feature of the species of Synergus or S'aphonecrus.

1. Radial cell. Open in the species of Saphonecrus (Fig. 1), closed in Synergus-
species, except &. apicalis HARTIG, the radial cell of which is in most part
open.

The reduction of marginal vein takes place in many groups of Cynipoidea
independently and paralelly so that the feature, open or closed radial cell,
has a reasonable taxonomic value.

2. Structure of pronotum. The pronotum of Saph. connatus (HARTIG)
has no lateral carinae (Figs. 2,5) but they are well develox>ed on pronotum of
S8aph. undulatus (MAYR) and Saph. haimi (MAYR) (Figs. 3, 6). The species of
Synergus, e.g. 8. variabilis MAYR (Figs. 4, 7) has the pronotum without lateral
carinae, too.

3. Structure of mesonotum. The notaulices on mesoscutum of Saphone-
m”s-species are reduced either completely, e.g. of Saph. undulatus (MAYR)
(Fig. 8) or in its anterior part, e.g. of Saph. connatus (Hartig) (Fig. 9). The reduc-
tion of notaulices in the part of mesoscutum appears also in some Synergus-
-species, e.g. S. variabilis Mavyr (Fig. 10).

4. Number of segments of antennae. The female of Synergus-species has
antennae with 14 segments, male with 15. The number of segments of antennae
of Saphonecrus-species is reduced, as a rule, to 13 in the female, and — 14 in
the male. However, this character is not invariable, e.g. the males of Saph.
connatus (Hartig) have antennae with 15 segments.

Taking into account the characters mentioned above, Saphonecrus should
be rather regarded as a subgenus of the genus Synergus, but decision may be
taken after detailed study of a number of species, especially from America.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytut: Uwagi o rodzaju Saphonecrus DAELA Torre et Kieffer, 1910 (Hymeno-
ptera, Cynipidae)]

Dwa okazy Saphonecrus undulatus (Mayr) przechowywane w Miturhisto-
risches Museum w Wiedniu blednie przyjeto za okazy typowe, lektotyp i para-
lektotyp, gatunku Synergus variabilis Mayr. W konsekwencji redeskrypcja
gatunku S. variabilis M ayu, zamieszczona w pracy Quinlana (1978), jest rowniez
btedna. Me odnosi si¢ ona do zadnego gatunku opisanego przez M ayra (1872).

Zdaniem autora takson komornic z otwarta komorkg radialng, Saphone-
crus D. T. et Kieffer, powinien by¢ uznany tylko za podrodzaj rodzaju Syner-
gus llartig. Zagadnienie wymaga jednak szczegdélowych badan, zwlaszcza
gatunkow amerykanskich.

PE3HDME

[3arjiaBue: 3aVeMaHHl OTHO(HIgibHo poga Saphonecrus D alla Torre et Kieffer, 1910
{Hymenoptera, Cynipidae)]

B EcTecTBeHHO-HCTopimecKOM My3ee b BeHe xpamrrcji asa 3K3eMnjwpa Saphone-
crus undulatus (M ayr), ouihéohho 0603HaaeHHbie Kax TunoBbie 3K3eMnjiSipbi — jieKToran
n napajieKTOTun, Bima Synergus variabilis M ayr. B pe3yjibTaTe peRecRpumiua Bima
S. variabilis M ayr), yMemeimajr b paéoTe KBHHjnma (Quinlan 1978) Taioice onméoHHa.
He KacaexcR OHa hh ofluoro H3 bhaob, onucamibix MaiiepoM (M ayr 1872).
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no MHeHHK) aBTOpa TaKGOH OpeXOTBOpOK C OTKptI TOH paflHajlBHOH BBeitKOH, Sapho-
necrus D. T. et Kieffer, flgDKeH 6bitl npH3HaH tojilko JiHuib 3a noflpo/j b po”e Syner-
gus Hartig. 3tot Bonpoc TpeSyeT, o/ntaico, noppo6m>ix HecjieflOBamiit, ocoéeHHo aMe-

ptaca}KKHX BHPOB.

Redaktor pracy — prof. dr J. Nast





