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Abstract: Five stages of faunistic  stud ies in Poland can  be d istinguished , differing in ta sk s, 
principles and  m ethods applied. In Stage One [from the an n a lis ts  to the  C om m ission of N ational 
E ducation  (1773)1 faunistic  inform ation w as collected in order to describe the resources and 
w ealth  of the country . In Stage Two (1773-1855) the ideas of E nlightenm ent p u t into practice 
resu lted  in the p repara tion  of new textbooks based  on verified inform ation on faunal resources. 
In Stage Three (1855-1918) faunistic research  becam e an integral p a rt of the physiographic 
stu d ies  of the old ethn ic  Polish territory. In Stage Four (1918-1945) a detailed program m e of 
regional faun istic  s tu d ies  w as developed on the territory u n d er Polish rule. It w as based  on new 
methodology of faun istic  research . In Stage Five (1945 till now) quantita tive m ethods were incor­
porated  into faun istic  research . F auna  is exam ined as an  im portan t national resource and the 
investigations are carried  o u t m ostly in defined ecosystem s such  as forests, agrocoenoses, m ead ­
ows and tow ns.
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INTRODUCTION

A ccounts describing fauna inhabiting  the territory of a  country, d istrict or 
region are as  old as the earliest w ritten records. In ancien t tim es inform ation 
of th is  kind could be found in philosophical papers, alongside cooking recipes 
(C a r u s , 1872). In mediaeval Europe real and im aginary an im als provided a 
n a tu ra l background for descrip tions of countries (Ka r l o w s k a -K a m z o w a , 
1997). It was only tow ards the end of th is era  th a t first physiographic works 
were w ritten, including separa te  chap ters  or volum es on anim al life.

A lecture p resen ted  on a sym posium  “The History of Polish F aun istic” held in the  M useum  and 
In s titu te  of Zoology PAS, W arsaw  25 November 1993.
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Faunistic  s tud ies emerged as a separa te  type of scientific activity in the 
18lh and  19th centuries. Since th a t time more and  more of su ch  stud ies have 
been und ertak en  by researchers with an  appropriate  knowledge of fauna, o- 
wing to the developm ent of anim al taxonomy, which becam e a m atu re  science 
employing a h ierarch ical system  in the 18lh century. M astering th is system  
required a special professional background. Furtherm ore, the tasks, needs 
and public expectations regarding stud ies  of local faunas, and  the require­
m ents th a t su ch  stud ies should  comply with were also articu la ted  in th is pe­
riod (Dahl, 1909).

Thus, contem porary faunistics can  be viewed as  a resu lt of the deve­
lopm ent of the n a tu ra l sciences or the accum ulation  of knowledge abou t the 
world and  the environm ent in which we live. However, its position in relation 
to o ther sciences rem ains unclear. On the one hand  faunistic  investigations 
constitu te  an  im portan t com ponent of physiography and have been seen as 
such  by s tu d e n ts  of anim al life and h isto rians alike for more th an  a century  
(F e d o r o w ic z , 1963). However, faunistics is also considered a constituen t of 
and an  auxiliary science to zoogeography (de La t t in , 1967; U d v a r d y , 1978). 
A nother question  th a t a rises is w hether faunistics, while aiding physiography 
and  zoogeography as well as o ther b ran ch es of science, rem ains a research- 
oriented independen t subdiscipline of zoology. For faunistics does possess a 
well-defined object of study  -  the anim als, or fauna, inhab iting  a given area, 
its com position, s tru c tu re  and the changes th a t it undergoes.

Broadly defined practical needs have always been an  im portan t motive and 
incentive for faunistic  research. Chronicles included inform ation about an i­
m als to docum ent the w ealth of the coun tries or lands they described. Inven­
tories of zoological peculiarities th a t could be found there were actually an 
editorial technique designed to win greater readership . Faunal descriptions in 
physiographic works are closely associated with the sub ject of n a tu ra l resour­
ces of economic im portance. Hence, one can frequently encoun ter there accu ­
rate  descrip tions of fish, chase game, bees and breeding an im als (e.g. K. Kluk, 
1795-1802). Such  accounts may also contain  inform ation abou t parasites of 
m an and  an im als used by people. There is an  abundance  of descriptions of 
crop pests  and  the ca tastroph ic  outcom e of their m ass appearance. Some 19"' 
cen tu ry  physiographic papers were also concerned with the protection of an i­
m als th rea tened  with extinction, mostly m am m als and birds.

Thus, tendencies in faunistic research  are affected on the one hand by the 
general civilisational developm ent of the country, which, in tu rn , weighs upon 
the questions form ulated with regard to the study  of fauna. The other factor 
th a t has  s tim ulated  faunistics is the developm ent of anim al taxonomy and 
m ethods of faunistic  explorations which determ ine the accuracy  of faunistic 
estim ations.

It m ust, nevertheless, be stressed  th a t w hen the practical needs were e- 
specially urgent, faunal explorations could a tta in  a high s tan d a rd  years before 
parallel developm ents in zoology took place, as  is illustrated  by the case of 
Porphyrophora polonica (L.), a tiny insect leading a covert life-style which has 
by now practically become extinct in Europe. A m onograph on th is  insect with

http://rcin.org.pl



Faunistic studies in Poland 141

precise inform ation abou t its developm ent and biology w as published by 
J . P. B r e y n  from G dańsk in 1731. His work h as  been considered the best a- 
chievem ent in entomology of the pre-L innaeus era (B o d e n h e i m e r , 1929). 80 
years earlier, D. ZwiKER (1650) had  published a m ap of the d istribu tion  of th is 
insect in the  Polesie region, probably the first zoogeographical m ap showing 
the d istribu tion  of an  anim al (Ka w e c k i  &  W e r n e r ó w n a , 1975). Both papers 
deal w ith  a  tiny insect whose biology is associated with the roots of Scleran- 
thus perennis  (L.) and  Polygonum minus H u d s ., and which is never seen on 
the surface. T hat insect, however, w as the source of a  crim son dye m uch 
sought-for by the G dańsk m erchan ts, who exported it. The practical need u n ­
derlying the research  w as the com petition from the Mexican cochineal insect, 
which had  been storm ing the E uropean m arket since the late 16th century. 
This need w as answ ered w ith a  scientific study  of the existing resources of 
Porphyrophora polonica (L.) on a scale th a t w as not to be repeated in relation 
to any o ther anim al species for more th an  a century.

THE HISTORY OF STUDIES OF THE FAUNA OF POLAND

S tud ies on the progress of explorations of anim al life in Poland can basical­
ly be divided into two trends. One com prises papers w ritten  by h isto rian s of 
science, who analyse the topic from a h istorical viewpoint -  historiographical 
papers dealing with zoological stud ies conducted a t individual scientific cen­
tres  and  w orks published by organizations prom oting faunal research , m ostly 
b iographies of zoologists credited for their contribu tion  to faunistic studies. 
The o ther group consists of papers presenting  the sta te  of research  on the 
fauna of a pa rticu la r regions of Poland, especially these rich in valuable n a tu ­
ral reserves or an  anim al group, as well as bibliographical inventories listing 
faunistic  papers published in a given period.

S tud ies on the historiography of zoological sciences on the territory of Po­
land have been undertaken  by KOŻUCHOWSKI (1963). In his work he set out to 
analyse the h istory of zoology in Poland from the viewpoint of com pleteness of 
the exploration. A peculiarity of stud ies of the  fauna of Poland is the fact th a t 
the coun try  w as partitioned and  under foreign occupation in the past, owing 
to w hich faunal research  in different p a rts  of the country  could not develop at 
the sam e rate  and  m any researchers were forced to publish  the resu lts  of 
their work in foreign jo u rn a ls  and carry out their stud ies abroad. Work on the 
fau n a  of ou r country  w as also conducted by num erous foreign sc ien tists. A 
detailed portrayal of th is situation  still rem ains to be provided by h isto rians of 
zoology.

J .  KOŻUCHOWSKI (op. cit.) included in his book a list of papers a ttem pting  to 
em brace the  entire history of zoological stud ies in Poland. Particularly  valu ­
able am ong these are newer works, published in the 20,h century  and m aking 
use of contem porary  m ethods of historical analysis, such  as papers by 
B ł ę d o w s k i  (1912) on the 19th century, by G r o c h m a l ic k i  (1931), who concen­
tra ted  on faunistical stud ies in the years 1875-1925, by H o y e r  (1948), who
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wrote an  outline of the history of Polish zoology, and  two item s of particu lar 
im portance: “A history  of zoology in Poland” by G. B r z ę k  (1947) and  “An o- 
utline of the history of zoology" by Z. F e d o r o w ic z  (1962). The list should be 
supplem ented  with yet ano ther book by Z. F e d o r o w ic z  (1963) “An outline of 
the history  of the developm ent of physiography in Poland, with special em ­
phasis  on faunistic research  (from the earliest tim es un til 1918)”.

On the o ther hand  the conclusions draw n by J .  K o ż u c h o w s k i  (1963: 96) a- 
re difficult to accept: the  au th o r confines him self to enum erating  deficiencies 
precluding com prehensive analysis of the  history of zoology in Poland, b u t the 
list he p resen ts  is far from complete.

The book by Z. F e d o r o w ic z  (1963), concerned with the history of physio­
graphy, p resen ts  a review of stud ies carried out a t individual cen tres until the 
end of World W ar I. A num ber of less general papers have also been written 
on th is  topic. Physiographic work, including faunistic research , a t the W arsaw 
centre, h as  ben described by S z w e y k o w s k i  (1932), N a w r o c z y ń s k i  (1950) and 
B r z ę k  (1955). The o u tp u t of sc ien tists  from the W ielkopolska region has been 
presented  by B r z ę k  (1938), who also wrote abou t the work of the Vilnius cen­
tre (B r z ę k  1947). A work on the history of zoological s tud ies a t Jagiellonian 
University (FEDOROWICZ 1962) includes some inform ation about the deve­
lopm ent of faun istics since the tim es of M. SlLA-NowiCKi. This issue is dealt 
w ith in a m uch more com prehensive m anner in ano ther paper by F e d o r o w ic z  
(1971), concerned solely with faunistical research , which w as an im portant 
elem ent of the activity of the Physiographical Com m ittee of the Polish Acade­
my of Skills. From 1865 on th is  in stitu tion  played a crucial role in Initiating 
faunistic  s tud ies in th a t p a rt of the Polish territory which w as under A ustrian 
rule. A paper on the developm ent of zoological s tud ies a t the G dansk centre 
(F e d o r o w ic z  1963) focusses only on the 17th and 18th centuries.

Most of the above papers deal with the tim es before Poland regained inde­
pendence in 1919. Faunistic  stud ies in the years 1919-1939 have not been 
the sub ject of h istoriographic investigation so far. G r o c h m a l ic k i’s  conference 
p resen tation  (1931) gave a ra th e r  general trea tm en t of the years 1919-1925, 
due to the lack of historical perspective, and failed to analyse the range of 
issues dealt with in those papers. Now after over 50 years th a t have passed 
since th a t time we are in a  position to come up with a realistic evaluation of 
the developm ent of faunistic stud ies on the territory of Poland.

Biographies or m onographs docum enting the work of individual resear­
chers are the essentia l source of inform ation abou t the history of faunistic 
stud ies. However, th is  area  shows the largest am oun t of inform ation gaps. An 
especially painful problem  is the lack of a bibiliography of biographies of Po­
lish zoologists. K o ż u c h o w s k i  (1963) wrote abou t it as the m ost acu te  problem 
in the sum m ary  of h is paper. The recently published “Dictionary of Polish 
biologists” (F e u k s ia k  1987) has  only partly filled th is gap. Biographical papers 
are of crucial im portance w hen it comes to evaluating the role of individual 
researchers in the  developm ent of faunistic stud ies. The m ost im portan t work 
in th is group is a m onograph dedicated to the life, activity and works of M. 
S ił a -N o w ic k i (F e d o r o w ic z  &  Ka w e c k i  1962), A nother significant paper deals
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with descrip tions of Polish an im als found in papers by G. R z ą c z y ń SKI 
(F e d o r o w ic z  1966). An excellent p icture of K. K l u k ’s  activities in the  field of 
faunal s tud ies  is given by B r z ę k  (1977). O ther, equally im portan t s tu d e n ts  of 
the Polish fauna, particularly  those active in the in ter-w ar period, still wait for 
their m onographs.

The o u tp u t of the first period of physiographic research  is m ostly papers 
aim ing to describe the Polish fauna in its entirety, a ttem p ts th a t were as in ­
evitably fragm entary as they were inaccurate . It w as only in the second half of 
the  19'h cen tu ry  th a t genuine faunistic papers, concerned with individual re ­
gions or even towns and villages appeared. Poland being partitioned, it was 
virtually im possible to combine faunistical stud ies into a system  th a t would 
em brace the entire Polish territory. N evertheless these efforts led to a m uch 
b e tte r  recognition of the unique features of local faunal resources. The e ssen ­
tial inventory of papers concerned with the fauna of Poland ( J a k u b s k i  and 
D y r d o w s k a  1927-1928) com prises papers published un til 1880, th u s  failing 
to include the las t 34 years before World W ar I, during which period sc ien tists  
from the existing cen tres contributed so richly to Polish faunistics.

Due to the difficulties associated with processing the vast m aterial connec­
ted with the fauna of the entire territory of Poland, m uch greater im portance 
shou ld  be a ttached  to papers concerned with a particu lar region, such  as tho ­
se concerned with the Ziemia Lubuska and the W estern Pom erania region 
(U r b a ń s k i  1958). Also im portan t are bibliographic papers dealing w ith indivi­
dual objects, w ritten after World W ar II. Here, the “Białowieża Bibliography” 
s ta n d s  out as the m ost significant series in th is group (Ka r p iń s k i  &  O k o ł ó w  
1969; O k o l Ów  1976, 1983, 1991), providing in its successive volum es lists of 
p apers concerned with the Białowieża Primaeval Forest. It also con ta ins a 
com plete bibliography of papers concerned with the fauna of th is forest area. 
A sim ilar bibliography has  also been compiled for papers concerned with the 
Holy C ross M ountains (L ia n a  &  P r ó s z y ń s k a  1984), and the fauna of Roztocze 
(L ia n a , 1994). Faunistic  papers are also catalogued and analysed w hen biblio­
graph ies concerned with the study  of larger n a tu ra l objects, such  as  national 
p a rk s  are published.

C atalogues and inventories of papers in faunistics concerned with indivi­
d ua l groups of an im als are of crucial im portance for analyses of the sta te  of 
s tu d ies  on Polish fauna. The m ost complete in th is group of bibliographic 
w orks is the “Catalogue of Polish fauna” published since 1960 and “The F au ­
n a  of Poland” (since 1973) and “M onographs of the F auna  of Poland” (since 
1973)., though these works are still far from complete. An a ttem pt to a ssess  
th e  species com position of Polish fauna is „Checklist of Anim als of Poland” 
com piled by a team  of zoologists and published by J . R a z o w s k i  since 1960. 
M ost of these works have appeared after 1945. They provide a more accurate  
p ic tu re  of the  fauna of Poland th an  did earlier papers.

Another im portan t group of papers consists of bibliographies of faunistic 
papers  focussing on individual research  cen tres and organizations th a t carry 
o u t faunistic stud ies as p a rt of their s ta tu to ry  duties. The m ost prom inent 
am ong these organizations was the Physiographic Com m ission of the Polish
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Academy of Skills. A complete catalogue of faunal papers published u nder the 
ausp ices of the Academy from 1865 to 1939 h as  been compiled by F e d o ­
r o w ic z  (1971).

STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT OF FAUNISTICS IN POLAND

The question of stages th a t can be d istinguished in the history of faunistic 
s tud ies in Poland h as  rarely been dealt w ith in papers concerned with the 
h istory  of zoology in Poland. Regarded as a subdivision of physiography, fau- 
n istics is believed to fit in well w ith the staging of the history of its m other 
discipline. F e d o r o w ic z  (1963) expressed th is view in the following way “Works 
by J a n  Długosz, S tan isław  Staszic and  W incenty Pol divide the history of 
physiography in Poland into three periods: I -  from J a n  Długosz to S tanisław  
Staszic, II -  from Staszic to W incenty Pol, III -  the period of contem porary 
physiographic s tu d ie s .” The im portance of these au tho rs, and  especially of 
their works, for the developm ent of physiography, is obvious. However, none 
of them  engaged in faunistic observations. Therefore the question arises 
w hether the developm ent of faunistics follows the sam e criteria  of chronologi­
cal division as  the developm ent of physiography. The developm ent of the for­
m er could actually  have been accelerated or delayed in certain  periods in re ­
lation to the latter. W hich events gave rise to critical changes in faunistic 
s tud ies  on Polish an im als? A rational answ er to th is question m u st account 
for the requ irem ents th a t s tud ies carried out in a given period were supposed 
to meet, s tudy  techniques and the con ten ts of the publications. These issues 
are not d iscussed  with respect to physiography in the paper by F e d o r o w ic z  
(1963) quoted above, nor are they dealt w ith by G r o c h m a l ic k i  (1931) in his 
paper on the history of faunistics in the years 1875-1925. A nother question 
th a t a rises is w hether a single researcher can bring abou t a revolution in “his 
or h e r” field on his own or w hether the success of such  revolutionary changes 
depends of the work of in stitu tions a ttem pting  to live up to newly emerging 
ta sk s  or advocating a new approach to existing tasks. There have been two 
periods in the h istory of Poland w hen such  in stitu tions existed and  exerted a 
considerable influence. These were: 1) the Com m ittee for National Education 
(1773-1794), the first M inistry of E ducation in Europe, acting in the period 
ju s t  before the partitioning: and 2) in the era of partinioned Poland (1794- 
1918), or more exactly in the second half of the 19lh century, com m issions 
which were estab lished  a t th a t time to carry out or support physiographic 
research  on the fauna of Poland.

The decisive role which the Com m ission for National Education  was to 
perform  as regards s tud ies of the fauna of Poland stem m ed from the following 
prem ises. First, new textbooks had  to be supplied to fit the new system  of 
education, based  on reformed curricula. Two n a tu ra l science textbooks were 
to be prepared (K o ł o d z ie j c z y k , 1936; W i e r z b o w s k i , 1908):

1. “An elem entary book abou t n a tu ra l history shall include sh o rt descrip­
tions of anim als, b irds and fishes, particularly  those th a t are  found in
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Poland. This p a rt of n a tu ra l history shall be tau g h t to first- and  second- 
graders. The n a tu ra l h istory  syllabus for th ird  graders shall contain  the 
m ost necessary  inform ation abou t m inerals found in our coun try .”

2. “An elem entary book on farm ing shall first deal with all gardening ac­
tivities com prising herbs, vegetables and trees, especially fruit-bearing. 
Besides, it shall also be a source of useful inform ation on herbs th a t 
benefit the health , always focussing in the first place on those found in 
our country. It shall also deal with field farming, or agriculture, provi­
ding only tested, useful and  practical inform ation applicable to Polish 
conditions... The first part shall be tau g h t in grade 4, the second, in 
grade 5 .”

These s tipu lations reflect the em pirism  and practicalism  peculiar to the 
Enlightenm ent, the m ajor theoretical and m ethodical paradigm  of th is  period. 
W hat it m ean t for faunistic research  w as the necessity  of verification of all 
inform ation abou t the an im als of Poland found in earlier works, and  the de­
term ination  of the actual com position of the fauna of Poland. This issue was 
addressed  in clear term s in a  project by D u b o is  and C a r o s i  (1 7 7 7 ) ,  the a u ­
th o rs  of an  outline for the n a tu ra l history textbook, subm itted  to the E lem en­
tary  Books’ Society. They dem anded th a t inform ation be accum ulated  abou t 
“m inerals and  o ther com ponents of n a tu ra l h istory” found in the country. The 
Society sen t ou t letters to school headm aste rs  all over the country, “obligating 
them  to collect inform ation abou t their environs connected with n a tu ra l h isto ­
ry”. A part from collecting inform ation on the m inerals, p lan ts  and  anim als 
occurring  in the area, headm aste rs  were also obliged to deliver specim ens to 
the  Society’s h eadquarte rs  which were to form the core of “a cabinet, or store, 
of our coun try ’s na tu ra l history; such  a collection is indispensable for acqu­
iring th is  science”.

These projects also reflected the ideas of the era of Enlightenm ent form ula­
ted in W estern and N orthern Europe. In th a t period, na tu ra l science cabinets 
and  collections were set up  a t universities and nobility households in the 
W est. This trend  was also im ported to Poland and heralded the estab lishm en t 
of the  Zoological C abinet in W arsaw. In 1784 ano ther project w as undertaken  
by the G overnm ent w hen a questionnaire which included questions concerned 
w ith fauna w as sen t to all parishes in the  country. The answ ers subm itted  in 
response  to th a t questionnaire have never been published and are available as 
a  m an u scrip t a t the National Library in W arsaw (F e d o r o w ic z  1963). The work 
of the Com m ission for National Education and  the E lem entary Books’ Society 
did not resu lt in the publication of a  m odern textbook of n a tu ra l history  th a t 
w as so m uch  needed in those tim es. It was w ritten later, w hen Poland had 
a lready  been partitioned. Nevertheless, the requirem ents th a t the book was 
supposed  to comply with led to the estab lishm ent of a new style and  m ethodo­
logy of physiographic work, with expertise and  direct observation relentlessly 
verifying the inform ation and opinions contained in works by an n a lis ts  th a t 
u sed  to be reproduced verbatim  over centuries. Of great im portance for fu r­
th e r  developm ent of faunistics were Vilnius and Cracow as the Suprem e
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Schools estab lished  there  were bound to carry out physiographic s tu d ies  by 
their s ta tu te s .

D uring the 18th century  G dańsk was a centre of zoological stud ies 
(F e d o r o w ic z , 1968). The anatom y of an im als w as the m ain aim  of these 
investiga tions . Parallelly, su c h  re se a rc h e rs  as  P. B r e n i u s , J .  Ch. H a n o w ,
I. D. T i t iu s , J .  T. K l e in  and J . C. E ic h h o r n  carried ou t their s tu d ies  on an i­
m al taxonom y, faunistics and  zoogeography of land, m arine and  freshw ater 
fauna using  a new tool -  the  m icroscope. Their achievem ents were know n and 
broadly recognized in the world and m any of them  were d istinguished  by 
m em bership  of scientific societies of Europe.

The mid- 19th cen tury  saw  the b irth  of the concept of geo- and e thnograph i­
cal un iqueness and unity  of the historical Polish land. It w as also a political 
s ta tem en t th a t countered  anti-Polish theses forwarded by the invaders, who 
strove to tu rn  the e thnic Polish territory into G erm an- or R ussian-speaking  
lands. This idea, form ulated by W incenty P o l  and docum ented and  developed 
by W acław N a ł k o w s k i , represented  an  excellent extension of the concept ad ­
vocated by S tan isław  S t a s z ic  in “The Geology of the C a rp a th ian s ...”. The new 
form ulation of the ta sk s  of physiography harm onized well w ith public de­
m ands. Scien tists from W arsaw  and Galicia set ou t to form ulate guidelines for 
physiographic s tud ies of the Polish territory. Because in the R ussian  partition  
the au tho rities  effectively blocked the project to set up  a Physiographic Mu­
seum , and its task s  were subsequen tly  realized by other in stitu tions, inclu­
ding the Zoological C abinet of the University of W arsaw. The A ustrian  a u th o ­
rities, on the o ther hand , accepted p lans for the estab lishm ent of the Physio­
graphic Com m ittee with a  zoological section.

The Physiographic Com m ittee left behind im m ense scientific ou tpu t 
(F e d o r o w ic z  1971). Its legally approved activities in the field of the study  of 
n a tu re  estab lished  it as an  organization th a t directed and supported  the 
efforts of individual collaborators. G uidelines for physiographic explorations 
were also developed alongside with the objectives and principles of such  s tu ­
dies. All those guidelines were deeply pragm atic and aim ed a t identification of 
n a tu ra l resources in order to utilize them  for practical purposes. The s tandard  
of the stud ies was additionally enhanced  by increasing specialisation of the 
sc ien tists, which m ade it possible to design and conduct m ore exhaustive 
studies.

The period after regaining the independence in 1918 is characterized by 
two directions of faunistic investigations. The first one sum m ed up  the resu lts  
of previous stages and prepared the basis  of faunistic stud ies of the country. 
Its achievem ents included a faunistic bibliography of Polish territo ry  ( J a k u b s k i  
&  D y r d o w s k a , 1928-1929), the first periodization of faunistic  stud ies 
(G r o c h m a l ic k i , 1931) and the first m ethodical m anual for the collection and 
conservation of an im als (P o l iń s k i  [ed.] 1921-1929). The second direction focu­
sed on faunistic  investigation of several regions of Poland, and  w as associated 
w ith universities and  scientific societies. The Poznań centre w as carrying ou t 
the investigations on the fauna of G reat Poland, the w estern p a rt of the coun­
try. The scientific staff of the S tate N atural M useum  and of the  W arsaw U­
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niversity w as exploring the fauna of Mazovia and some more in teresting  areas 
of so u th  and  so u th -east Poland. In th is period were also in itiated investiga^ 
tions of the  fauna  of the Białowieża Old Forest, a  fu ture  Reserve of Biosphere. 
R esearches on the fauna of east Poland, including the pest bogs of Polesie, 
were conducted in Vilnius. In Lwów, a program m e of investigations included 
the problem  of the boundary  of steppe and Black Sea fauna, which cu ts  a- 
c ross the Podole. In Kraków the tradition  of faunistic s tud ies of the Małopol­
ska  region w as continued under the auspices of Physiographic Com m ission. 
Investigations of the freshw ater fauna of Poland were stim ulated  by the Wigry 
Hydrobiological S tation and  the m agazine “Archiwum Hydrobiologii i Rybac­
tw a”, founded by A. L it y ń s k i .

The 2 ,Kl World W ar b rought faunistic stud ies in Poland to a  h a lt and  took a 
su b s ta n tia l toll on the scientific com m unity. After the w ar Polish science has  
been reconstructed  and developed further, and num erous new university 
cen tres  have been set up  all around  the country. As a resu lt the scope of 
faun istic  research  could be expanded and new techniques of study  could be 
developed. Q uantitative techniques for the collection and  processing of study  
m ateria l have come into wider use, first in ornithological stud ies, then  in te- 
riology and  finally, in the 1970s, in entomological studies.The quantitative 
m ethods m ake it possible to study  fauna in term s of its s tru c tu re , stability 
and  changes. The resu lts  of faunistical stud ies contribu te to increasingly de­
tailed descrip tions of individual types of h ab ita ts  and  phytocenoses as well as 
changes in faunal system s brought on by transform ation  of the environm ent, 
p rim arily  degradation. The investigations were carried out by team s of expe­
rienced taxonom ists so th a t the resu lts  obtained were of im portance for i- 
dentification of the n a tu re  and processes occurring in faunal assem blages.

The above outline of the cu rren t trends in faunistic  research  in Poland has  
dem onstra ted  th a t additional stages encom passing more recent tim es can be 
d istingu ished  in the history of faunistics. The history of stud ies of the fauna 
of Poland can th u s  be divided into 5 d istinct stages, characterized by different 
objectives, principles and m ethods of study:

Stage One. From the annalists  to the Commission for National Education, 
th a t is from the origins of Poland as a country to the year 1773. This period was 
m arked by the gathering of elem entary information about Poland’s na tu ra l re­
sources, including fauna. The information was collected in order to describe the 
country, its resources and wealth. N ature-related information w as also compiled 
in th is period b u t the validity of the sources was hardly ever verified.

Stage Two (1773-1855). From the Com m ission for national Education to 
th e  in itiation of organized physiographic exploration in W arsaw and Galicia. 
In th is  period the ideas of the era of E nlightenm ent were p u t into practice in 
Poland. Its origins were associated with the planned reform of the schooling 
system  and  the resu lting  need to prepare new textbooks which were supposed 
to rely on verified inform ation abou t the n a tu ra l resources of our country, 
includ ing  wild and dom esticated anim als.

Stage Three (1855-1918) From the form ation of m odern physiography to 
th e  end of World W ar I. Often referred to as  the period of m odern physiogra­
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phy (Fedorowicz 1963). In th is period faunistic research  becam e an  integral 
p a rt of the  physiographic study  of the e thnic Polish territory. The stud ies were 
usually  conducted by qualified professionals, well-equipped to study  dom estic 
fauna. The resu lts  of s tud ies carried out in th is period perm anently  enriched 
Polish faunistics and  helped to record the occurrence of num erous anim al 
groups in Poland.

Stage four (1918-1945) com prises s tud ies of the  fauna of the territory  u n ­
der Polish rule after Poland regained independence. Faun istics still being part 
of physiography, it nevertheless developed its own program m e, defined its 
task s  and im plem ented a series of detailed stud ies of the fauna of Poland. The 
m ethodology of faunistic  research  and guidelines for gathering  inform ation 
abou t fauna were developed in th is period.

Stage Five. From 1945 until p resent. At the beginning it w as a con tinu ­
ation of s tud ies carried ou t before the war, based on physiographic concepts. 
However, faunistics is no longer formally related to physiography. Research 
objectives and topics are now defined by scientific societies and com m ittees 
whose s ta tu te s  oblige them  to conduct faunal research . S ta te -run  program ­
m es of zoological s tud ies also play an  im portan t role in shaping  the trends in 
zoological research . This period has  seen the gradual incorporation of q uan ti­
tative m ethods of study  into faunistic research, m aking it possible to address 
su ch  issues  as  the com parison of species com position of fauna in different 
a reas and  h ab ita ts  and the study  of changes in the fauna, particularly  those 
b rough t on by the destruction  of the environm ent by m an and  economic m a­
nagem ent. C om puter software packages enabling collection and  processing of 
faunal da ta  have also come into wider use, allowing faunal m apping and a n a ­
lysis of the  s tru c tu re s  of taxocoenes and their diversity.

The above division of the history of faunistical stud ies in Poland complies 
with th a t proposed by F e d o r o w ic z  (1 9 6 3 )  as  far as the first two periods are 
concerned. However, the period of “contem porary physiographic research” 
distinguished  by Fedorowicz, would now necessarily  com prise a cen tu ry  and a 
half of m ost intensive developm ent of science, including faunistics. In th is 
paper, th a t period has  been divided into three parts, w ith the two world wars 
represen ting  d istinct dividing lines betw een them . It should be also stressed  
th a t each of these three periods brought new approaches, task s  and  m ethods, 
th u s  con tribu ting  to better recognition and understand ing  of the faunal reso­
u rces of our country. In each of these periods Polish faunistics sought a n s ­
w ers to questions posed in response to certain  public needs, or dictated by 
politics, economic practice, or the fate of the n a tu ra l environm ent subject to 
changes tak ing  place globally as well as factors adversely influencing the 
condition of the environm ent and the resources of natu re .
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytuł: H istoriografia i periodyzacja badań  faunistycznych w Polsce]
W badan iach  faunistycznych w Polsce m ożna wyodrębnić pięć wyraźnych

okresów, w każdym  z nich dom inują odm ienne zadania, zasady i metody p ra ­
cy*
1. Okres pierwszy od kronikarzy do Komisji Edukacji Narodowej (1773), 

w którym  inform acje o zw ierzętach stanow ią elem ent charakterystyki śro ­
dowiska kraju , jego zasobów i bogactwa.

2. Okres drugi (1773-1855) od Komisji Edukacji Narodowej do pow stania o- 
środków b ad ań  fizjograficznych w W arszawie i Krakowie je s t związany z re ­
form ą i unow ocześnieniem  oświaty, w tym przyrodniczej, opartej n a  zwery­
fikowanych inform acjach o faunie.

3. Okres trzeci (1855-1918) od pow stania nowoczesnej fizjografii do końca 
I. Wojny Światowej. B adania faunistyczne s ta ją  się wtedy is to tną  częścią 
fizjografii historycznych ziem polskich.

4. Okres czwarty (1918-1945) obejmuje badan ia  fauny na  terytorium  Polski 
uform owanym  po odzyskaniu niepodległości. Opracowano wtedy podstawy 
m etodyczne prac faunistycznych oraz zbudowano system  badań  regional­
nych.

5. Okres piąty (1945 do dziś) obejm uje badan ia  po II. Wojnie Światowej. C ha­
rakteryzuje go stopniowe wprowadzanie metod ilościowych do badań  fau ­
nistycznych oraz kom puterow e grom adzenie i przetw arzanie danych. F au ­
n a  je s t u jm ow ana jako  zasób przyrody podlegający różnym  uw arunkow a­
niom, szczególnie w związku z działalnością gospodarczą.
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