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New sp ec ies  o f Paragus  L a t r .  from Middle Asia [Diptera, S yrph idae )

Abstract: A new  species of the  genus Paragus L a tr .:  P. gussakouskii B a ń k o w s k a  from Middle 
Asia is described. M aterials were collected by V. G u s s a k o v s k i i  from T ajik istan  (H issar m oun ta in  
ridge, K ondara Valley) also from U zbekistan (environs of Tashkent).
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INTRODUCTION

A new species of the genus Paragus La tr . -  P. gussakouskii sp. n., was 
identified during  the exam ination of several collections of hover-flies speci­
m ens from Middle Asia. This species belongs to the bicolor group of the su b ­
genus Paragus La t r . It is readily distinguished from all o ther species of the 
genus by its  yellow scutellum  with 1 /4  of its basal p a rt black, and  a m icro­
scopically den ta te  m argin. The m esonotum  of th is species is sim ilar to th a t in 
P. quadrifasciatus Meig. except for the presence of greyish longitudinal stripes 
in the cen tral part. This species can also be d istinguished from o thers  by pale 
coloration of the body and a different s tru c tu re  of the male genitalia.

In h is paper on d ip terans from Kondara Valley, S t a c k e lb e r g  (1951) 
stressed  the species richness of th is area. Among species found there  are also 
m any endem ic species for Middle Asian m ountains. STACKELBERG (1952) de­
scribed several new species from Middle Asia, also from K ondara Valley, of the 
families Syrphidae  and Dolichopodidae.

All the  specim ens of the new species Paragus gussakouskii were collected 
by a R ussian  entom ologist V. Gussakovskii in the m oun ta ins of Middle Asia in
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Kondara Valley 1100 m, H issar m ountain  ridge (Tajikistan) and  in the envi­
rons of T ashken t (Uzbekistan).

These m aterials were given to me for exam ination by Prof. A. A. Stackelberg 
of the In stitu te  of Zoology RAS in St. Petersburg.

DESCRIPTION

Paragus gussakovskii B ańk o w ska  sp. n.

Holotype of male.
Head: Face white-yellowish, except slightly darkened oral m argin, with 

short, w hite pile. A ntenna long brown, 3rd segm ent 4 tim es as long as  wide, 
paler in basa l part. A rista brown, sho rter th an  3rd an tenna l segm ent. Occiput 
sh in ing  black.

Thorax: black. M esonotum  shiny with pollinose longitudinal stripes, which 
extend from an terio r m argin to transverse  su tu re . Lateral part of m esonotum  
with a pair of very little, rounded white pollinose patches. Pleura shin ing  
black w ith long silvery piles. Scutellum  yellow, i t 's  basis on 1 / 4  black. Apical 
part of scu tellum  bordered by sm all teeth  (not as d istinct as in P. serratus  
group, S t u c k e n b e r g  1 9 5 4 ). Squam ae and  halteres white. Wing hyaline, 
stigm a yellowish. Legs entirely yellow with white pale, som tim es basal p a rt of 
hind fem ora greyish.

Abdomen: D orsum  yellow, except first segm ent black. Som etim es 3 -5  ter- 
gites w ith brow nish m arking. Tergites 2 -5  with a  narrow, arcuate , white prui- 
nose bands. Male genitalia dark  yellowish. Surstyli simple w ithout basoven- 
tral prong. Lateral lobe of aedeagus with distinctly serrated  lateral m argin. 
Param ere simple. Lingula slender, clavate (Figs 1, 2).

Paratype of female.
Sim ilar to m ale except for sexual dim orphism  and blackish m arking on 3 -5  

tergites of abdom en (Fig. 3). Face with slender, longitudinal brown stripe and 
brow nish oral m argin. Frons shiny black except of white pollinose patches 
along eye m argins (Fig. 4).

Size of the  body: male 5.5 mm, female 6 mm.

MATERIAL EXAMINED

Holotype male: Tadjikistan, H issar m ountein  ridge, K ondara Valley, Var- 
zoba vill., 24.08.1945, coll. V. Gussakovskii. 2 paratypes of female 
(18.09.1938), (1937) and  paratype of 1 male (26.08.1945) from the sam e lo­
cality, also 1 paratype of male from Uzbekistan, D arbaza st. n ear T ashkent, 
16.05.1931, coll. V. G ussakovskii.
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Figs 1-4. Paragus gussakouskii sp. n. 1 -  genitalia of m ale (lateral view), 2 -  param ere, 
3 -  abdom en of female (dorsal view), 4 -  head of female (frontal view).

Holotype, and  two paratypes are deposited in M useum  and Institu te  of Zo­
ology PAS in W arsaw and  two paratypes of male and female in In stitu te  of 
Zoology RAS in St. Petersburg.

DISTRIBUTION

Middle Asia: Tadjik istan  and Uzbekistan.
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REMARKS

Paragus gussakovskii sp . n . is  very  s im ila r  to  P. quadrifasciatus  M e ig .
The differences betw een the two species may be defined as  follows:

1. M esonotum  with two longitudinal pollinose stripes not in terrup ted . 
Scutellum  yellow with 1 /4  of its basal part black. Legs yellow entirely. Male 
genitalia: su rsty li sim ple w ithout basoventral prong (Fig. 1). Lingula more 
slender, clavate. Lateral lobe of aedeagus with distinctly se rra ted  lateral 
m argin.
Female: frons with characteristic , white pollinose patches along eye m argin
(Fig. 4). In abdom en 7 th  tergum  simple, w ithout any tubercle ........................
....................................................................................................  P. gussakovsk ii sp. n.

-  M esonotum  with two longitudinal pollinose stripes broadly in te rrup ted  and 
appearing as  four m aculae. Scutellum  black with 1 /4  of its h ind m argin 
yellow. Legs yellow, except femora dark  brown in basal part. Male genitalia: 
Surstyli curved , slender a t tip, with d istinct basoventral prong (Goeldlin  
1976, Fig. 9). Lingula greatly enlarged. Lateral lobe of aedeagus simple. 
Female: frons w ith oval, white pollinose patches along eye m argin 
(Go eldlin  1976, Fig. 37). In abdom en 7th tergum  with dorsoapical tubercle 
(Go eldlin  1976, Fig. 24) ................................................  P. quaddfascia tus  M e ig .

The species is nam ed in honour of V. Gussakovskii, who collected these 
in teresting  species in the Middle Asia.
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STRESZCZENIE

[Tytuł: Nowy gatunek  Paragus La t r . z Azji Środkowej (Diptera, Syrphidae )) 
Opisano nowy gatunek  z rodzaju Paragus Latr . -  P. gussakovsk ii sp. n., 

podano cechy wyróżniające go od gatunków  należących do grupy bicolor oraz 
zamieszczono rysunki diagnostyczne. M ateriał stanow iący podstaw ę opisu 
tego g a tu n k u  został złowiony w górach T adżykistanu  (Dolina Kondara) oraz 
w okolicach Taszkientu  (Uzbekistan) przez rosyjskiego uczonego W. G ussa- 
kowskiego w latach  1931-1945.
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