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THE NEW EUROPEAN WORLD OVERSEAS : THE SPACE
OF CONTACT AND LIMITS OF COGNITION

The New World emerged in front of the eyes of astonished
Europeans not so much from the waters of the Dark Ocean, but
from accounts by the first travellers, who described the new
reality in terms of their own culture. “Novus Orbis” by Martyr
de Angleria and “Nuovo Mundo” by Amerigo Vespuecel were the
first attempts to put labels on the newly disecovered reality, to
recofieile it with the European experience and to make it part of
the Eurocentric sphere of ideas.! Aceounts by explorers and comn-
querors and evidence of encounters, were interpreted by ofhers.
The eulture sheek e ipeﬁeneed by the explorers made the task
all the more diffieult* The comtemporary study of sueh evidenee
is additleﬂally burdened by the awareness of the faet that
encounter® turned inte conquistm and the extermination of entire

! The issue is comprehensively dealt with by L. F. Barreto,
Descoltriineetiss e Renacineeito. Formas de Ser e Pemsar nos secullsss XV
e XVI, Lisboa 1983. Cf. U. Bifte rlii, Rie “Willden” wndl dile “Zizilisisdeteon?’..
Gmmﬂ&@e einer Geistss- und Kudltuegeshltielete der ilbensaseéisbhan Bageg-
nung, Miinchen 1976, p. 88 ff. and also W. G. L. Ramdlilss, De la tierre
platz au globe temasitee. Une vuiatidon episttenobdgisiqee rapide 1480—1520,
"Cahiers des Annales”, vol. XXXVIII, Paris 1980.

% The best discussion of the issue is contained in N. Wachtel, La
visiom des vaimmss. Les Indienss du Pérow dewanit la conquedte esgumgmole,
Paris 1971, p. 22 and puassm.

The notion of encounter is used in the present study to denote Sthe
physical fact of two cultures coming together without the characterization
of processes that occur as a consequence. One can imagine this as a set
of relations limited to the sphere ot the organization of two social systems.
Cf. R. A. Orchandi, On an Appaeath to Gemerall Sysitemss Theomy, in:
Tremits in Gemenall Sysitenss Theony, ed. G. J. Klir, New York 1972, pp. 212—
218. As a matter of faet, this set of relations has more in common with the
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34 JAN KIENIEWICZ

civilizations.* Expansion started at the moment of discovery with
the attainment of the unknown?® Energy released in this process
ensured the continuation of expansion forcing encounter to be
converted into an entirely different form.*

Therefore, encounter with the New World overseas was sub-
jected to immediate modification, which makes it extremely
difficult nowadays to study the original state of affairs. We are
now increasingly aware of the limited capability of cognition and
transemitting impressions by those who made acquaintance with
other civilizations. Showing through the crude realism of
travellers’ tales is their enchantment with New World marvels.’
This was born out of hope that in line with the chivalreus tradi-
tion, the Enchaninel Worild would open up a way for the possession
of the Treasure, and consequently to the implementation of the
1deal? At the sarme time, we detect a sharp contrast between
the newly discovered reality and the ldeal, between the image
and the form of fulfilment. The 1deal sought by the explerers was
Ratutally a form of the European utopia’ It assurded various
guises. Various justifications were given te it, but its fulfilment
always required the use of foree.

philosophical notion of the encounter of two people than with the col-
loquial sense of the word “meeting™. Cf. J. Bukowsski, Zarys fillozofii
spotiamséa [An Outliitee of the Encounter Phillmsanily)), Krakéw 1987, p. 154.

¢ In my approach to the conquista I follow to a large extent the sug-
gestions of R. Romamog, Les mécamisnees de la conquatte colomialte : les
conquitttaldoees, Parls 1972. On the subject of early travels cf. J. Kiiemiie -
wiiazz, Frilhe Indiewetisen als Quellle der Kidltuggesoitivkte, *“Studia
Marijtima™, vol. 1V, 1985, pp. 7T—22.

5 Attainment seems the best term to render the set of Eurepean
expansive activities in which elements of one social system, people and
the products of their culture, arrive in an area occupied by another society.
The issue is discussed In detail in: J. Kiemiieewitez, Od eksmns§ji do
domviirangiji - Prébam teorii kolomitdliemau, [From Expamsiion to Dbovhenaiton:
An Attcrappt at the Theomy of Colomiallism}], Warszawa 1986, pp. 47—66.

8 Further discussion on the forms of pre-colonlal expansion refers
to my book (see footnote 5).

# Carta of Pero Vaz de Caminha (1 V 1500) im: Viagens dos dessodbri-
mendtiss, ed. J. M. Garcia, Lisboa 1983, pp. 245—263.

§Cf. 1. A Leomand, Books of the Braw. Being an Account of
Books and of Man in the Spamitth Conqguastt and Setiitemeent of the SEittaonth
Centtuyy Net World, Cambridge Mass. 1949 and remarks of P. Clhaunu,
Les Romancs de Cheuslleide et la conguaite du Nouwwsmu Monde, “Annales.
E. S, C.", 11, 1955, pp. 216—228.

$). Lafayee, Quetaltoatitl et Guadalype. La formatiton de la con-
sciemze nationalle au Mediyiee, Paris 1974, p. 55.
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The wonderful nature of the newly discovered world was not
synonymous with the fulfilmemt of hopes cherished by the
explorers. Real threats and imaginary dangers were encoumtered.
It soon appeared that the newly discovered societies had limited
capabilities of satisfying the rapidly growing needs of the com-
querors. The Indians died, were killed, their societles disimtegrated
and their economies ceased to funetion. The enchantment was
dispelled. The explorers were faced with the spectre of defeat,
poverty and famine. The explorers were foreed to become
conquerors. They again became certain that fulfilment was
waiting for them over the horizon. The Conquisimi becarie possible
and necessary only where old state or tribal organisms produeced
sufficient surpluses.

The explorers and conquerors provided a beginning for the
shaping ot the New World, however this process occured primarily
in Europe. The New World of the Indians emerged in the European
awareness due to incoming travellers’ accounts. American cultures
were brought to a common denominator only due to the com-
quistadors. Their first fleeting impressions found fertile ground
in late medieval awareness. In modera Europe, the New Woerld
of the Indians was rooted in the form of a myth. 1n Ameriea
itself, the European Enchamisdi Word was receding behind the
horizon as the Conquista progressed, assumiing the form of the
myth of El Dorado.

Expansion required the harnessing of the newly discovered
reality. Attainment and discovery implied the use of force. That
necessary and basic form of expansion in America assumed the
form of conquista. It was accompanied by old, equally familiar
forms of the exploitation of gains, namely repartinienito and
encomigndie’® They were eneoded in the collective memory of
the Castilians, but in the new reality, they assumed speeific
forms. The activities of the Castilian explorers-conquerors were
expressed in the traditional sequence : deesgbbhir—ecarjtiisior—
poblar—ressaiagr. However, the senise of those notions changed

L. N. McAllister, Spain and Portugal in the New World 1492—
1700, Oxtord 1984, pp. 157—165. The influence of the Spanish heritage is
given by J. Latayree, op. cit., p. 402.

3*



36 JAN KIENIEWICZ

depending on the situation and was not equivocal for the entire
conquiistar.

The nature of that expansion was determined by the degree
of the invaders’ aggressiveness and the character of the reaction of
Indian societies. Thus, one should consider both the catastrophe
of the Indians and the success of the Spaniards as well as the
survival of the former and the defeat of the latter. Aggression
consisted in attempts to penetrate a foreign cultural space and
injeet it with the European matetial, energy and information with
the intention to take possession of, exploit and transform the social
system.! The intensity of aggression did niot stem solely from the
interests and needs of participants in the expansion. The strange-
ness of cultures encotntered by the explorers caused apprehen-
slofi, whieh is evident in descriptions of New World marvels. It
seemms that the deecisive role in this respeet was played by re-
actions caused by aggression. 16th century expansion everywhere
ameunted te the adjustment of the forms of aggression to the type
of reaction. At the same time, people of the same stoek, of
virtually the same J‘feeple, shaped entirely different models of
expansion in Asia.®* 1A Ameriea itself, ene ean deteet basie
differences in expansion in Brazil, Chile and Mexice. However,
in this ease, I am enly eoneerned with instances of the Ameriean
eonquistes, in whieh leeal struetures capable of meunting
resistance, had disintegrated. The econquisia was eonverted inte
extermination.”

The New Mexican World, as perceived in 1519 by Bernal
Diaz and his fellows conquistadors, was not merely a source of
enchantmenit’® It made the Spaniards hopeful as to the poss-
ibility of attaining their objectives : personal gain, recognition,

41 view the encounter of cultures according to the convention of
systems with the use of A. Wiercinski’s concept Am Amtthopoddgitahl Wision
of Culitwee and Culturall Evolutiiom, in: Mensdhemneeddngdgibtistiseher und
gesellbottediiitiviter Entwitdtlugpprozessss, ed. J. Hermann, H. Ullrich, Berlin
1985,

# An early study of the issue J. Kiemiieewitez, Contantt and Threms-
formatidom. The Europemm Pre-Chibomadl Expansiion in the Indiam Qcean
World-Systetem in the 16th—17th Cenfuniéss, “Itinerario™, vol. VIII, 1984, 2,
pp. 45—58.

£ The subject is comprehensively discussed by N. Wachtel, op. ait,
pp. 134—212.
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prominent position and the king's favour. Also in Peru the perfect
system of management and riches accumulated there, justified
such hopes. The forms of the conquikim, ie. an intention to
exercise control over land and people, were adjusted to circum-
stances. Hence, encomiendin assumed sueh different forms in
Mexico, Peru and Venezuela. However, the atttactiveness of the
newly discovered world does little to explain two fundamental
elements: the explorers’ determination and the breaking of
resistance.

Determinatiion is ascribed to the sense of alienation and lack
of an alternative solution. Indeed, Mexican and Andean cultures
could have been regarded by the Spaniards as more remote and
threatening that the Asian ones. In the event, in the new-old
world of Asia, familiar enemies, the Muslims were encowntered.
In Ameriea, it was difficult to discover a point of referenee for the
newly discovered reality. Fear intensified the urge to destroy.'®
Hence, the resolve to proceed with immediate Christianization,
which contrasted widely with the missionary restraint of the
first Portuguese expeditions to India'® The eonquistaders felt
extremely thieatened not only beeause they were at a peint of no
returh or had abandoned the possibility to return. It was because
the American reality left them ne other choiee. Sueh forms of
expansive activities as exehange, trade, blackmail, co-operation,
whieh occurred in Asia at the time, seerded to hit a veid in
Ameriea. Were any atterapts made to apply them ? Did the Indian
systems rejeet the possibility of encounter ? It is true that the
Castilians did net arrive in Mexico to establish eemmefeial posts.
However, striving to ereate its own eultural space” the aonguista

# B, Diaz del Castiillbg, Histinita Vendiaidema de la Conquittta de la
Nuewzn Espamai, México 1968, vol. I, p. 260.

¥ Cf. J. Meyer, Les Europmms et les autress de Cortiss d Widastimgfion,
Paris 1975, pp. 109—113.

# On the specific nature of the origins of Christianization in Mexico
J. Laffaye, op. cit.,, p. 52 ff. Cf. R. Ricarndd, La conquaite spinitiéiie du
Mexiee, Paris 1933. On Portuguese postures C. R. Boxear, The
Pom;meeee Seaitornee Empine 14151825, Iloaretben 19865, G3h. IIII.

# *The space of each social system is a culturally determined set of
transmittable communiques”, J. Kiemiiewitez, Od ekspumngii.., p. 228
Of course, the spatial dimension of culture is closely linked with the
area occupied by a soclal system, but is not identical either with territory
(e.g. of a state) or with motherland.
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did not rule out the prospeet of co-operation. This was proved by
the experiences of centuries of Christlanity’s and Islam’s co-
existence in the Iberian Peninsuita’® The Castilians had had a long
tradition of exploiting the enemy they fought. Especially in Peru,
the determined but passive resistance of the Indians against
"aculturation™, allows one te6 conclude that real pessibilities for
the two cultures’ co-existence existed.

The conquistta was primarily a struggle, often a direet combat,
a struggle for survival. In every case, the superior capabilities
and military equipment of the Spaniards could be prevailed by the
sheer number of the enemy forces. Rugiero Romano gives
prominence to the fact that the meost highly developed state
organisms first experienced the breaking of resistance. On the
other hand, the Araueamns, whe lived in a tribal organization,
mounted an extremely effective resistannm® Similarly, the
Spaniards were foroed to wage a regular war against the
uprisings of the Chichimeecas® Hewever, 1 do net think that the
lack of internal eohesion of empires and the ce-eperation of the
eeﬂquefed peeples with the Spaniards, eould be the decisive
afgumm Similar situations eceurred iR all eenguests, but enly
in America did they bring sueh a eatastrophe. The eapture of
Teneehtitlan and the annihilation ef Tawantinsuyu ean be deseﬂb-
ed as a disintegration 6f Bends. These erganisms ceased te exist®
Psychological break-down preceded the demegraphic eatastrophe.
iriespective of the differing estimates, the latier finally sealed the
fate of the thdians. Their life lest its meamﬂg Ne attempts were
made te find ways eut of the disasier™ Ne empires that had
the mest eomplex sysiem of gevernment, the ability te adjust and

# Cf. T. F. Gliick, @. Pii-Sunyerr, Acculturatiton s @n E
toryy Concepit in Spamissh Historny, “Comparative Studies In Society and
I-Iistory”" vol. XI, 1969, pp. 136—154.
i °Cf. N. Wachtell, op. ext., pp. 32, 135.
59 Ibiidtem, pp. 280—205. Cf. A. Jairea, Guemse et socieite au Chili. Essai
de sociohmﬁe colonialke, Paris 1961,
t 3. H. Pamrnmy, The Auditnetda of New Galiwitn in the SSitmemth
Cennmyy Cambridge 1968.
R. Romanmng, Os conqtm‘xaaldms da Avma'nma Lisboa 1972, p. 14.
EN Wachtel, op. cit, p. 132 ff. L. Portillha, Los antiguos
medienoss a trasss sus emrnms )a canlamss Meéxico 1970.
# T pepkowmssdii, Historitn Mekagkn [Histomy of Mexiica]), Wroclaw
1986, pp. 104—1186.
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become adapted to new circumstances, turned out to be the
weakest. On the other hand, the Spanish rapidly adjusted to local
conditions. Also, nomadic Indians demonstirated, an ability
creatively to imitate military equipment and methods of waging
struggle. It looks as though all forces of the empires and their
capabilities of development were absorbed and fno feans was
found to make a change adequate to the threait® Was this caused
by the necessity to fnaintain ecological equilibrium ? Was the
limited eapaeity of the psyehe of a society prevailed by the burden
of respensibility for the fate of the Universe, at stake ? The is-
sue is still a souree of doubts, all the more so that even waging
fierce struggles, the indians seemed enly capable of reprodueing
old struetures.

The character and consequences of expansion was also
determined by the rapid pace of destruction caused by the
Spaniards. One is clearly aware of the transitory nature of forms
the conquistaders applied to further and strengthen their objec-
tives. It could seefa that the momentum and effectiveness of
aggression that destroyed Indian social systeras deprived the
eonquistadors of the neecessary footheld. The disintegration of the
Indian state organization left a void, which enabled, but alse ferced
the Spaniards te fill it with their ewn system of gevernment. This
was feant te be the ereation of a truly New Werld ensuring the
conguistaders the desired reward. Hewever, it eauld be ashieved
as a result of the suBjugatien and expleitatien eof the 1ndians
werking the land. Meanwhile, the disintegration ef the Indian
empires ruled eyt the pessibility ef expleiting the existing farming
system. At ihe same time, ihe enemy Had disappeared. The
berderland situation esuld net Be perpetuated. A seeisty feady
{0 wage siruggle had been develeping fer generatiens in the
therian Peninsula. fis instituuens and sysiem ef values were
transferred 8 the New Werd> Hewever, the transfer required
the durability of 3 eorrespending situation, whereas the Comnguista

B N. Waclhtell, op. cit, p. 301; S. N. Eisemsttaddt, Some
Obseveditions on the Dymamnitc of Tradiitéoms, “Comparative Study of Society
and History™, veol. XI, 1969, pp. 453—464.

#Cf E Lorle, A Societty Orgamizzei for War: Medieuadl Spain,
“Past and Present™, 1966.
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had ended before the generation of the conquistadors disappeared.

It seems to me that it was the too rapid course of develop-
ments that prevented the social structure reproduced from the
collective memory of the conquerors, from taking root. The sense
of a constant threat had disappeared too early. The crown’s
officials were able easily to replace the conquistadors with civil
servants. New Spain, New Galieia, New Grenada and Peru became
areas of controlled colonization and exploitaiiom’” The conguista-
dors could become the senores of estates they were granted,
respectable citizens, more orf less noble hacendadhss. They could
either serve God or the king. They were unable to carry on the
conguinin. Their time did net even last half a century. Its end
was marked by the king's deeisions of the 1565-1573 period.
However, they had lost at the very beginning when vietory meant
the elimination of an enemy that justified the need to perpetuate
their system.

Original forms in which the success of the conquerors was
to be manifest are covered by the notion of exploitation. Only
Indians working the land could ensure the status of landowmers
for the conquistadors. However, the rapid decrease of the number
of the Indian population created a new situation at the moment
when the monarch started exercising his rights. The canguistadors’
community stood a chance of survival just like it had in Old
Castile centuries before, provided that it faced a constant threat.
The moment that the Indians came to be treated as nothing but
a labour forece, whiech was in short supply, a prospect for the
implementation of the Andalusian model opened up. It was bene-
ticial for the privileged group, but ruled out political and admini-
strative independence.

The town was of course an inseparable element of the oom-
quista. The conquistadors started out by founding towns?® They
were meant to serve as a refuge, separating them from the alien

#Cf J.M. Qts de Capdequi, El Estado Espamuil en las Imilias,
La I-Iabana 1975.

Wiynbhizz, Uz arddemnreza die Fétigpe |11 ddél ameo 16573 yy o
conmmméém de ciudadbss colomialbss espamsibss en la Amerieq, “Estudios
Latinoamericams”, vol. VII, 1980, pp. 11—34. Cf. 1. Wollff, Regizmung und
Vemuadiitngg derr Kolnnadippnmmn Stiiidtte in Hochpemy, 1538—1650, Koln
1970.
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world outside. The towns determined an area controlled in mili-
tary and administrative terms. However, first and foremost, they
ensured the maintaining of an identity that was comstantly thre-
atened in the struggle against the Indians, old forms of getting
organized for struggle, ineluding cempama/tampaikiqe, cabalgada
and enthadiy, proved their worth. However, they were unable to
ensure the satisfying of psychologieal and social needs. This goal
was served by the town. After all, a partieipant in a exploratory-
aequisitive expedition net only risked his life, but in the imevitable
meeting with the Indians, he risked the salvation of his seul. Only
the town eould effer him identity and advaneement (the tewn
in the senise of a built-up area and institutions, as well as freedoms
and ferms of life eharacteristic for it). Last but net least, the
feunding of a tewn was a legitimizing measure, eenfirming the
eonquistaders’ independence. 1n tewns, their role as the psbladores
was fulfilled. The example ef tewn life was fReant the best te
influenee the ndians they had been assigned® The first Ameriean
tewns and eities were net geared te the servieing of pesple busy
with expleitation, war aned trade. Their mest impertant geal was
to re-create a fragment ef the Eurepean reality as a sysiem ef
reference for the esnquistaders’ persenal sueeess™

Another European form that imposed order on the situation
stemming from the conquikitu was encomiintiiu. To be precise,
it is impossible to distinguish encomizntta from the ceongista,
for it aceompanied it and was a eondition of its suecess. Inherent
in this relationship was a contradiction whieh, it seems to me,
caused the concept of the World of the conquistaders to col-
lapse. 1n Mexieo and Peru, eneominiliu was fmeant to perpetuate
the existing organization of production to ensure the eomguista-
dors' survival and secial status’ Thus, the rights of individual

# Ordeneuvaes de desculiriimeetto, nuewn poblaitén y paciffiecidon de las
Ind{%ﬁzs dadhss por Felipe II, el 13 de Julio de 1573, § 137, Madrid 1973,
p. .

%0 @m ttiee sqeaifiic fhedtuwess off thse pomesss off. 1. Gaawttiicerr Daal achie
Histentta urbanam de Leén y Castilta en la Edad Media (sigies IR—XIII),
Madrid 1979.,

%%, Zaanedda, e Enoongetdns yy Fropisdahd teeritimiaial oon  aliganass
regioness de la Amaritea espanaliy, México 1940, p. 241, 297. Various aspects
of encomienda were discussed by D. Amulmentteeggmii Soliar;, Las
encomitewldas indiganass en Chile, Santlago de Chile 1809; F. A, Kiirk-
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ownership and community ownership were not infringed upon.
This was not out of respeet for the king's deeisions, which were
meant to restrict the positions of the emiquistadors—encomen-
deros.  Inmespective of the nubmious acts of violence, this was
in the interests of the conquerors. Nevertheless, the process of
destruction also covered villages before rmeasures defining new
agrarian relations could prevent it from happening. It was the
demegraphie catastrophe, the disintegration of traditional forms
of economy and pelitieal interests that led to the expansten of
great landed estates with prevalent animal husbandry.” Thus,
encomiiidin was not conceived as a teel of the conquista, but it
beeame a means of the everwiming’* What was more, in the

Patiaki c k, The Landlbsss Encomiigndda, ‘““The Hispanic American Historical
Review™, vol. XXVI, 1942, pp. 765—777; J. Miramdbs, La fumcién
ecomdmitzn del encomendbeoo en los origum del Régimeen Colomiall. Mueva
Espana (1525—1580), “Anales del Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e
Historia™, wvol. II, 1941—1944, México 1947; L. B. Simmpsxoom, The
Encomint?a in New Sipatin. The Begimmiiny of Spamitth Mexiim, Berkeley
and Los Angeles 1950 ;[E. Arcilla Farriiass, El regimam de la esitconienda
en Vmemeéba, Sevilla 1957.

%\, Zsanada a, ofp. odét., [p. 2201,

F. Chevalier, La formation des grandes domaines au Me:::lffue
Teme et Societte aux XXME—XVIIe siecless, Paris 1952. Cf. a diagram
concerning changes in population density in: G. Kulblleer, Feégpulstion
mowmeetss in Meximm 1520—1601), “The Hispanic American Historical
Review™, vol. XXII, 1942, No. 4, p. 622 passim. The issue of the demographic
catastrophe was discussed at length in works by Cook, Simpson, Borah,
criticized by W. T. Sanders and N. Sanchez-Alibornoz among others. Cf. B.
H. Slicher van Batth, De histintistiee demagredféie vam Latijjn Avmesrika.
Problmeen en resulltdeen vam ondenzapdk, “Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis”,
vol. xm 1979, pp. 527—556, esp. p. 543 ft.

% [T usse tttee nodtoon off merhémmﬂxgg tto ciffeereritidte ttiee usse off fiowee
to achieve an advantage at the expense of an organized partner from
violence as an individual use ot force against the subject. I devote
much space to this issue in the aiready quoted work From Epgumsion
to Domimatiton. In an earlier study I used the term “wxerwhelmingness”,
which seems incorrect, Contanit and Tramsfformatition..., op. cit. In a
paper presented at 2nd International Conference of Indian Ocean Studies
in Perth in 1984 1 used the following phrase: “Owerwhelming is the
permanent application ot force in some sphere of social orgamisation,
where this force is essential to attain goals which would be unttainable
by the means proper to this sphere™, Ovembkbhiting and Exchange : Farms
of Contanit in the Porttigiesse Expansston in the Indim Oceam WidddSqstiem
duritg the Sidnestbh Centuyy. Such a phrasing departs from definitions
proper to force as “the exercise of physical or intangible power or influence
to effect change™ 1 do not contradiet the approach to violence as the
willful applleation of foree in sueh a way that it is intentionally injurious,
T. Paullin, Intiediwétdon to Non-Wigdteree, Philadelphia 1944, p. 6. The
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conditions of the breakdown of Indian social and state arganization,
in the face of the collapse of order and rules of conduct,
encomiizndiu rapidly ceased to play its role. Encomiendin was meant
to produce frameworks separating the Indlans from the Spaniards,
guaranteeing the latter the means of existence and the foundation
of superior power. At the same time, it deprived the former of
support in previously accepted principles. The Indians rejected the
prospect of hired labour, whereas the Crown declined to accept
slavery. In this Situatiaﬂ repariinitaioo de los indios was considered
the optimur solution.® The eonguistadots acquited the required
position. However, the Indians did not adjust theraselves to the
form of life imposed on them. Subjected te intensified exploitation
and deprived of their previous way of life, they beeame apathetie.
Their bends were undergoing accelerated erosion.

The attempt to make use of the experiences of Castilian
towns from the period of reconguiittn did not mean the questionn-
ing of royal powers. The short struggle waged in the defence
of gains was directed against methods. It rejected the social
dimension of reforms, just like in the case of Castilian
comuneros.’ The borderland was shifted to the South and Nerth
of the continent. It became a fringe and not an area shaping
the way of life.

Ot vital significance for such a course of Spanish expansion
in America were developments that caused the destruction of
the Indian social system. Inherent in the nature of expansion
was a determinatiion to impose the terms of communication on
the partner. Aggression consisted in foreing one’s presence in a
foreign space. Its point was not to cause destruction. In the
practice of the conquista, aggression and a tendency toward
separation strengthened each other. While forming their own

introduction of an artificial English term to denote the notion stems from
the fact that “force” means both violence and strength. “Power” has a
number of meanings, but does not fit the context, let alone “eoercion” which
is an element of overwhelming.

BIL. WN. Wocllissder, ofp. ofit., [p. 1686, Akrilta FReartaas, amp. dit,,
p. 56. Cf. also S. Zavaallaa Orlwms colonialbss del peonajfe en Memico
Estudinss Indianuss, Mextiew ..., p. 318, 319.

N. Wachte , op. cit.,, pp. 302, 314. %

F Q. JI. A& eez, Lz revoblition dbe ""Comunidddes's” tte Cotifitle(15200—

1521)), Bordeaux 1970.



44 JAN KIENIEWICZ

space separating them from the Indians, the Spaniards made no
attempts to create a place for themselves in the existing world.*®
Aggression was not only manifest in struggle. Other relations,
primarily sexual relations and Christianization®® possessed that
character. Mutually conditioned forms of overwhelming were
meant to introduce the Indians to the European civilization, in
fact separated them from the Spaniards. In the newly created
cultural space, the Indians could find themselves only under the
terms defined by owerwhelming.

The principle of building a world in a void separating the
conquerors from the enemy-partner was brought to- America as
part of the conquistadors’ cultural imports. It was in Castile that
co-existence had been determined by the definition of zones
that were impossible to cross. Reconguittta meant persistence in
the struggle of always separate worlds. Only the Christian
community developed the concept of a nation, from whieh all
others were exeluded. In America, the vanquished and assigned
1adians, treated as subjeets, and above all baptised, ceased to be
enemypartners, without at the same tirme becoming partieipants in
the emerging system® in whieh Indian ecultures and economies did
Aot exist as economie entities. The Indians eould either be as-
similated individuals or a passive mass of a slave status. Both the
former and the latter were the objeet of congquerors’ activities.
The Congquista deprived Mexican and Peruvian indians of their
subjeetivity to the narkow extent they had enjoyed in the destroy-
ed state organisms. Can one also speak aboeut the less of identity ?
1t seemns that the ineerporation inte the new organism as separate
and dependent elements at any rate signified the severing of
eontinuity in the develepment of their eultures.

%8 \W. \WaecdH ted ], agp. odit,, [p. 241.

% L. \W. WAl 11§54 e r, amp. oft., ap. IBEE—IFES. CIf. addso FP. BRoar g@ess,
Metodhss misiinadtes en la crisiiamiacidion de Ammanideq, siglo XWVI[, Madrid
1960; P. Duviol, La luttte contme les reliigiionss autadittowes dams le
Perau colomiall : “Extimattdon de 1idolatmité” entre 1532 et 1600, Lima 1971;
L. Gémez Camned o, Evamgsiliaciitin y conquittta : Expenitevetda fhoemois-
cana en Hispanoammeeicea, Mexico 1977.

# N Wachte |, op. cit, p. 314 considers refusal to be a form ot
reaction, resistance to acculturation. Cf. M. Framkowsiiaa, Akalituracion
‘i§4 los Indios de Mexim, “Estudios Latinoameticamms”, vol. I, 1971, pp. 101—
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Trying to interpret European expansion, I proposed the need
to distinguish and classify those forms of activity which formed
the structure of this specific phenomenon. I am referring to
structure for I view expansion as a system, l.e. a set of people
and their actions, mutual relationship and relations with the sur-
roundings. 1 divided theose complexes of activities according to
their funetion in the strueture, describing them as attainment,
contact, implementation and consolidation® They followed one
another in a legical sequence. To some extent they comditioned
ofie another, but net always and net everywhere in the same
manner. In tur, those complexes are impossible mechanieally to
separate at a given moment and place. Thus, expansion appears
as a 66ntinueus process.

Expansive activities undertaken in order to seize, exploit
and transform a foreign social system through entry into its
cultural space, are referred to as contact in the present study.
In 16th century expansions, overwhelming was a characteristic
form of contact. It is easy to notice that the conquititu differed
significantly from other forms of overwhelrming to the extent that
according to a number of authors it should be classified as conm-
quest. The difference consisted in the fact that the comguistadors
did not enter the Indian world but created one of their own.
However, it should be neted that contrary te econquest, the
conquisten destroyed the Indian werld instead of bringing it under
control. It could be assumed therefore that the conquisien was a
transitional or interfmediate form of contact in between over-
whelming and cengquest. It was a unique form.

The conquistta was unable to introduce the conquerors into
the Indian world for it had destroyed it. However, it created
its own cultural space. In this space, a new system was built
with the use of elements of the destroyed Indian world. Such
a type of cultural space can be described as the space of comtact,
in the senise that contact occurs not in the space of one of the
cultures, but in an entirely new one produced by the expansion.
In this case, this was a culturally determined set of commiuniques
serving the conquistadors to reconstruet their world. Apart from

4 J, Kiemiewitaz, Od ekspantji.., pp. 36—202.
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the New World of the conquistadors, there was nothing else.
Organisms that survived and people who remained imdependent
were pushed beyond the horizon to areas again penetrated by
expeditions in search of their illusions. The Spaniards viewed this
exclusivity as something obvious. Now the point was for the
subjugated Indians to accept it in the same way. The space of
contact was meant to be, and in essence was, entirely European.

A unique phenomenon of European expansion in America was
the role of the space of contact. In other cases, in the period
preceding colonial conquest and in conquest itself, various forms
of cofitact led to the creation of a common space, in which
exchanges and conflicts could lead to the confrontation of systems
of values® Confrontation cannot be detected wherever the
resistance of the local social system foreed the Europeans to adapt
themselves to the situation. That was how the Indian cultural
space shaped Portuguese expansion in Malabar 1A the 16th
century. Confrontatien did net ocecur either when overwhelming
led to the destruction of the strueture of the system that became
the object of expansion. This was the case during the Aimerican
conguita.

Of .course, 1 have no intention once again to describe, let alone
interpret, the phenomenon of the conquistar. The aim of the
present paper is to put developments in a certain order to explain
the aforementioned phenomema: the catastrophe of the giant
American social systems and the failure of the cmtguerors’
plans.

Conquista started with the annihilation of an immunological
barrier, i.e. with the elimination of safeguards protecting the social
system from stimuli threatening its functional balance. It seems
that relations ensuring the homeostasis of the Indian systems
were extremely overburdened. The very force of the stimulus
(the appearance of the Spaniardis) does little to explain erroneous
assessments, slowed-down reactions and the domination of com-
servative postures among the rulers and their attendants. Circum-

£ J Kiemiewitez, L'Asiz et FEurope pemdantt les XMWIM—XIX*
siecles. Formaiiion de Uétat arriene et confromittidon des systamees des
valewss in : L’histmiiee d Nice. Actes du collogie framuppddoniss difistsire,
vol. III, Nice 1983, pp. 217—229,
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stances in which the Spaniards. arrived in America, the violation
of existing political-military relations and the introduction of new
elements of struggle was enough to cause chaos in the sphere of
the organization of the Indian system. It was as if the information
circulation were disrupted. The system become disarganized.

At that time, the comquistadors found themselves in the
physical area of those social systems and were destroying the main
centres. They managed to destroy or paralyse vital control organs.
Former power ceased to function. A vision of the world collapsed.
In that phase of the conquista, it was important to paralyse
natural defensive actions. The struggle was on, but the system was
not being reconstructed. Individual elements were being recom-
structed, but they appeared incapable of working together. The
conduet of the comnquistadors triggered further independent
destructive processes. Only part of them, admittedly very impert-
ant ones, such as epidermies, were not caused deliberately and due
to their nature could not be contained. In other cases, it seems
to me that the strueture of Indian systers, the matrix re-
producing the identity of societies had ceased to operate. This
process is correctly referred to as the disintegration of structure
of destructutelliizatiion, meaning that relations controlling the work
of the system ceased to funetien.

Elements of the disintegrating system no longer played their
functions. Institutions and people acted in a chaotic manner.
Values were losing their sense. The social organization seemed
devoid of autonormous capabilities, replicating ineffective activities.
The process of disintegration was spreading far beyond the direct
sphere of influence of the eonquistadors, whereas ineapability of
adaptation and resignation in the face of catasttophe was also
evident within the area organized by the conquistadors. Beyond
that area, the struggle went on.

The new organization recreated from memory by the canquista-
dors tried to absorb whatever remained of the Indian world. That
was how the area of contact emerged, formed by physical,
economic and spiritual aggression. Physical aggression covered
military operations, violence, sexual coercion, destruction and
plagues. Economic aggression was. expressed in plunder, new
forms of production, exploitation and division as well as new
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principles of relations between people. Spiritual aggression con-
sisted mainly in Christianization, which was not even an accul-
turation attempt, but a charming away of spells and the soothing
of conscienice. Adding to that was the influence of new notions,
principles, way of thinking and communication brought in by the
European civilization, The separation of the Indians did not
change the fact that they were covered by the newly created space
irrespective of their intentions and the interests of the comquista-
dors.® A system of triple rule, covering the political, econormie and
ideologieal sphere, was shaped, which was a virtual totalitarian
formula. However, it meant a failure on the part of the comn-
guerors. The Brave New World was not conquered, but was
disappearing in front of their eyes like a wizard's castle. In the
building of their ewn world, they were deprived of the partner.
Por the laek of struggle, the cenglierors were ne lenger neces-
sary. The essenee 6f the conquisia is probably eentained in the
proeess of disintegration. The collapse of the structure entailed the
inability te produce a new transformation and thus an adapta-
tien even at the eest of the less of identity. The tndian seeial
system was ceasing to exist.

Thus described in a nutshell, American spaces of cantact
differed widely from the colonial reality in the 19th century
defined by means of the notions of dependence and backwardness.
In colonial India, societies were forced to change and comseguently
to adapt and alter thelr identity. Their struetures adopted
external, dominant elements, which assumed control over manage-
ment processes. The conquista clearly ruled out such prospects
The New World preserved overwhelming as an inevitable factor
within its space.

This leads one to suggest that the true New World created
by the conquisttutbrss was a European one. However, it lasted
for a very short time. It eliminated the Indian social systems
reducing them within the scope of triple aggression to the level

£ 3 de Matiienvog, Gobiennm del Perw, Paris—Lima 1967, p. 82 ff.

“M Mimler, Some Problnss in Re-dbffiming Europeam Haxmamsion
as a Histrited! Distillive : Taking Stedk, “Itinerario”, vol. VII, 1983,
No. 1, p. 136.
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of village organiczatiiom ® which was also subjected to overwhelming
that paralysed its ability to autonomous activity. The New World
stemred from the conquitar, but its seope was also limited to it.
The Spanish model, which was in essence European, was unable
to replicate evolution due to the lack of the enemy-partnet. This
inevitably opened up the prospect of subjeeting the New World
to Spain and ineluding it in the European World-Eeonomy in the
role of a new peripheiy:® Both the ruless, i.e. the descendants of
the ecenquistadors, and the ruled, i.e. the descendants of Indians
deprived of their identity, fotind themselves in this role. That was
why the New Woerld gradually lest its European charaeter and its
autonomy. Although it was geverned from Eurepe and ruled by
the Europeans, aceepting and reproducing the patterns of Eurepean
eulture, it inereasingly lacked features that weuld determine its
Eurepean eharaeter, e.g. liberty. 1t was net until generations later
that the New Woerld beeame an American ene and demanded
independence for its ewn strueture. The elements 6f erushed
tndian eultures played a vital rele in this process. Hewever, 6veF-
whelming exerted a lasting imprint en the process 6t Aweriean
SyRURSES.

Hence, the Iberian expansion in America occurred in the area
of contact constructed according to European principles. Over-
whelming entailed the destruction of overburdened defensive
relations and the collapse of structutes. Disintegrated elements
were incorporated into an entirely new organization. The new
situation appeared to be a lasting one. The evelution of
encomiinitiy, African slavery, the development of extractive in-
dustries and animal husbandry defined the new frameworks of
life in the 16th centufy:¥ The conquistadors’ New World overseas

© N. Wachtel, op. cit, p. 302; A. Jara, Estructtuags colomialbss y
subdesurobido en Hispanummeeiden, in: Swiliygppo e Sotttwsyililpppo in Ewropa
e fuori d’Europm dal secolo XIUI alla rivalluidore indusitiédde, Attii diella
“Decima setfitnaomaa di studiis” (7—12 apriilke 1978), Prato 1983, p. 628 ff.
Cf. J. Szemiiffisdddj, Temdhnutéas de demrrodldo del aylllu pemuanto ((Eiglos
XIvV—Xy), “Estudios Latinoameticames”, vol. I, 1971, pp. 259—288.

# Cf. Ch. Verliimdkem, Ou sont les penifleerdgs, in: S®ilhuppo...,
op. cit., p. 244, 248 ff.

4 M, Carmagmamii’s voice in discussion in: Svilyppoa.,., op. cit.,
p. 514 and also L. B. Simnpsoom, Explhitesiion of Land in Cemiyedl Miexico
in the Sidtesmihbh Centuryy, IberoAtmecinma, vol. XXXVI, Berkeley 1952.

4 Acta Poloniae Historica LX
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did not fulfil their wishes, but was perfectly suited to disguise
the reality. Disguised behind the baroque fagade was the reality
of the Americas, which were neither Indian nor European, a reality
of overwhelming perpetuated by generations. It was this over-
whelming that bred the New American World that rejected the
superiority of the metropoly, but remained dependent on the
Core of the World System.

Such a view of the reality of the New World at the period
of its creation through the conquistm obviously leads one to
consider the capabilities and limits of cognition. The point is
primarily to study a degraded reality subjected to destruction
without yielding to the visions of Legsnitiu Negra. I have in mind
the possibilities to interpret the evidence of conquest. It seems
that reflection on cognition on the part of the conquistadors, i.e.
on the limits of cognition in a space defined by European triple
overwhelming, seefs even more neeessary. This issue is vital
for the process of absorbing the remains of the Indian heritage. It
is surely very important to know what exaetly survived, what
was ineluded in the new edifice and what remained outside.
However, equally important is the need to define eonditions in
whieh this oceured and to reeonstruet transfermations te whieh
the heritage was subjected under the pressure of aggression.
Judiging by the proposed approach to the conquista, the pos-
sibilities of cognition within the New World were limited. Postures
and intentions of people who recorded reality were of secondary
importance. The unusual explosion of writings trying to captire
the historieally unigue proeess alse belonged te the eultural sphere
deminated by everwhalming.

Cf. discussion on the topic I. Wallersttedim, The Modem: World Sgiatem
II. Mercamiliism and the Consolitiitdon of the European World Eearomy
1600—17780), New York 1980, mwssim.






