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THE BALTIC ZONE, 16th-18th CENTURIES

On December 7, 1992, in connectiom with the 70th birthday of Edmund Cieslak, a well known
researcher into the history of the Baltic region, the Historical Commission of the Gdansk Learned
Society and the Centre for the History of Gdansk and Poland’s Maritime History of the Institute of
History of the Polish Academy of Sciences organised a session devoted to The Baltic: Zone ffavm the
16thtoothee L8thh Cepiuny:v. Habitias s—SSeigtyrv—-Etonam: v Thige sessioon wass Hedtid ait thise soadt aff thiee
Gdarisk Learned Society and was divided inte two parts: the morning part which dealt with pelitical
and social questions and the afternoon one at which economic problems predominated.

The session was opened by W. Prosnak, chairman of the Gdaiisk Learned Society, and
Z. Grzonka. Rector of the University of Gdansk; next, J. Trzoska presented Edmund Cieslak's
scholarly achievements. The first paper was delivered by E. Cie$llalk (Gdarsk), who spoke of
The Place of Gdanskk in the Commmnvealilvh of the Natilityy, presenting the dynarisim of Gdadsk and
various aspects of its position, depending on changes in the situation of the Commomweallth and of
Gdarisk itself (changes in the role of the king and the Sejim, the question of subordination to Polish
judicature, participation in the defence of the state). Next, J. Glerowskii (Cracow) discussed The
Baltic: Questioi: in the Poliey of Augustvss L eaiptiasisig tHRat dlif D (At N0 S reakan i e thant
events had eceuried en the Baltic and that Baltic peliey had been the basie guestion ef the
Pelish-Saxem unien at that time (the use of the Baltie Sea for trade and for inereasing the revenue
as well as endeavouss {e prevent the maritime actiens against Peland). J. Staszewsdi (Teruf)
delivered a paper entitled Awethesr Leszeawiskhi Tham e One We Knew, in whieh he presented
a different psyehelegieal EBFEF@!E of the ng Stanislas Leszezynski from the sne knewn $e far.
characterised LSE%EinQKI % pelitical eeneepis and, first and foremest; questionsd the rightness ef
denying Leszezynski's authorship of A Free VBHE% 8 the basis of an analysis ef the §Ezl% of Ris
EBFF%Q?%%%% AS Staszewski pointed aut, the 1atest research By linguists and fiterary historians
strongly emphasised the difference Befween e conventional 1anguage used in correspondence and
that Hsed in pelitical Speeches; conseauRntly, 2 cOMPArIeR oF LeszesyRski's latiers with the fext of
A Fia% Voiee Couid ngt provide FF%BE’J% fBF questiching his ﬁHEB%'i%'HE% i BF this work. H. Bhszew.:
$Ki (Boznan) read 2 paper entitled Soana and Roval Prissia, in e EYANANIen, 8 REGPESSHIIANVES
ok e PREYAN HWI}P(%?H?W,( ool 1R Which Re showed that these evaluations had stemmed
Fram Brissia's ald dislike 8t Paland (a5 an ally 8F France and the Austran H&BﬁBHF%%)) 4 dislike
WRICH N30 BEEN StERtHencd Fy the VIEw that 4 RAHIGR EBUIA ASE BXIt Wit H%&'ﬁ QE %5% HS t e
Palish EamMamweatth had E31iapsed RSCAURE it RAd BEER WAIR aw gﬂ%j K RESE Which
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The afternoon debates were opened by M. Boguclka (Warsaw), whose paper Gdaitik and
the Revollitidon in Baltic' Trad in the 17th Cenuny dealt with various aspects of the profound changes
which had occurred in Baltic trade at that time, especially in the technology of shipbuilding and the
tonnage of ship. The Gdarisk merchants’ withdrawall from shipowning and active overseas trade in
the [7th century is a phenomenan on the borderline of economic history and the history of mentality
and should, in Bogucka's opinion, be examined from both these points of view. S. Giierszewski
(Gdarisk))spkeeodTThe SSiovek Aimerland oy Rt Gattotsk catitee Fand ogf 1 Bokhaand iine e Frisst
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HalY of the 16th Centusy (export of copper, import of cloth, industrial products and fish). C. Bier-
nat (Gdansk) discussed The Plans to Maintaiin the Seax Depith of Gdatiik in the Second! Halff of the
18th Cenuryy, A. Groth (Gdarisk) presented The Actiliifyy of the de Jomgse Familip 's Tradimg; fFinn
in Memel! in 1664-17222, acquainting the listeners with little known facts about the participatiom of
Jews in the Baltic trade. The last paper, Gdeitk Trad in the Reportss of Jalkulh Brandlichir, Swedish
Residintr in Gdensk In 1724-17238, was read by J. Trzos ka (Gdadisk). Various guestions were
raised during the animated discussion (more than 30 persons took the floor). In connection with
Gdarisk's position in the Polish Cormomwexllth, some speakers (B. Wachowiak. S. Gierszewskl,
J, Szymariski, A. Zbierski) stressed the necessity of comparative research into the situation of other
towns lying on the Baltie (Elblag, Szezecin, KOnigsberg), alse in Germany (Wismar. Greifswald,
Liibeek, Hamburg) and even in Denmark and Sweden. E. CieSlak expressed the view that Stanislas
Leszezyhiski's texis sheuld be analysed frem the peint of view of their literary value, authentieity,
and independenee (io what extent were they eentributed by secretaries?). Anether question raised
during the diseussion was the persenage of Jaceb Sebieski, in partieular his determination 8 gain
the Peligh srewn (J: Ey%éaiﬁ) Seme speakers emphasised the neeessity of reassessing the aetivity
of AH%H%&H% 11, espeeially his maritime and econemic initiatives (J. Trzeska, §. Gierszewski)
§8VEral pereens discussed the ehanges which had SEEU%Q iR Baltle trade in the 17t Eentury-: I this
conReCtion §: Bierszewski TBFSBS%%G that the term “revelution® Be replaced By “restructuring™ The
BERBSIS and develapment oF cOMPRItaR IR the Baltie, especialty Between Halland and Britain, was
Examined By E: Elgtlak: A. Zbierski and & 6!8&%@‘0@5‘6 The Barticipants 188k 2 great interest in
the rale played By Jewish ferehants from Amsterdam in Baltic frade. 2 question Which had 6 far
£36aped the researchers atiention (M- Bogueka, M. Kemaszyhskh: 8. BlerZeVRKE W- Bdypiet)
4Rd |R Guestions coRRected with Pales: travels 18 the Netherianas, the BlSEEQ H@& Hﬁﬁ Vl§l 88 the
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The materials from this session, the attraction of which lay in the fact it raised many little
known problems and tried to work out new interpretations, is published by the Gdaiisk Learned
Society.

Manié: Bogracka

INTEGRATIVE FACTORS AND CONFLICTS IN MODERN EUROPEAN
SOCIETIES (15th-17th CENTURIES)

A session devoted to this subject was organised in Biatystok on December [L1 flthazarti 1 224, | 9922blyy
the Commmission for Research into the Renaissance and the Reformation of the Historical Sciences
Comumitttee, the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Acadery of Sciences and the
Biatystok Branch of the Historical 1nstitute of Warsaw University. During the debates which lasted
one day and a half 16 papers and communigués were read (the latter did not differ in size from the
former). They can be divided into four thematic groups: L. Questions concerning social integration
and disintegration in ltaly were presented in the following papers: P. § a lwwd ssHrfftasnth Ceaniury
Tusean Livenainire (includingg AWbit)) In the Strugglee foyr Seciall Integnatioon: A. Kwezyfiska's,
The NeerPhataicic Reprissiacee Jdeall of Concordi: The Familiatisiigg with oF Rejpetiaon of Aliens?;
H. Manikowshka' s Rewn 1o Seeirtyy = e Ritall of the 'Offeiings ' of PrseNgsss In Rsnalssanee
Flovengee. The lasi-named paper presented the eereromy held on religious hely days at Which
PFiSeRers were pardened and reintegrated inte seeiety. Mereover, during the merning debates of the
first day the partieipants alse heard the paper The Walekhinm: 's AWitudee 10 the Poles and RRvsnians
In Litde Polend: and Red Ruheding in the 15t ands 16Hh Centuiess. Seprratistim o a SSwimiosis?
(6. Jawen), whieh presented ihe develepment of Walachian settlements at the end of the Middle
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Ages and the beginning of the moderm era. H. Zare mska read a paper on The Cragaw (Duttaws
in the 14th and/ 15th Centuriéss in which she analysed the crimes punished by banishment, the social
backgroumd of the outlaws and, in some cases, their fate after the sentence.

The second thematic group was connected with urban question. During the afternoon debates
A. Wyrobisz delivered an extensive paper on Minarityy Grougss in the Townss of Eautiy Mtadern
Euwogee in which he dealt in detail with the overlapping of ethnic and religious differences (Jews,
Gypsies, Tartars, etc.), the role played by the Reformation in this process, the establishremt of ethmig:
groups recognised by law and the emergence of minority subcultures. R. Szczygiet presented
Seciat! Ceniliétas in Polighh Townss in the 16th Centuryy. Theiir Geegreppyy and/ Causess, focusing his
attentiom on the movements which developed in the year 1519-1526. W. Jarmollik discussed
Diffarepgess In the Legall Siuaiieon of the Infialbiaaiss of Podlaebignn Townss in the 15t and! 16th
Ceniniiige.s, laying stress on the role of the Geran law, whieh was then being introdueed in Podlaehla
and on the religieus stratifieatien in that regien. The other twe papers read in the afternoon went
beyend the theme of this group. H. Gmiterek presented Religiavas Relrlindas as a Faetesr of the
Evlturals IeyAan, andl Disinteagation)n of Sexiesyy In Polensl andi Behswiaa In e 16t ands A7Hh
Eentiiiees, in whieh Re diseussed, ameng ether things, the rele played By Cathelieism in Polis-
€z8¢ch contacts. E: DUBas-—Wnwamdwiicz read a Egeef entitled A FoRigswer OF & POR on the
T2 Tiie Polisn, Nowilitvy ‘s Prpbpsiines tinge e Poliical Evisiss of ihe Firss INI-59in, IR
whieh she peinted out fhat the sense of danger and continuity of the state had promeied the
integration of the naBility:

On the second day of the debate the participants concentrated on the third thematic group in
which custom and mentality prevailed. S. Grzybowsdkii presented The Gemsred/ View of the
Baountdaicte s of Evnageenn Chviliéedioon from the 15th to the 18th Centuryy, a paper based mainly on
the observations of travellers during that period. H. Dziechciifiska (Aitiree, Gesturee and! Custom
in the 16tk and/ 17th Centurige)) showed how manneis and attire had reflected the social status.
M. Bogucka (Cusiim as a Factoyr of Secirl/ Inwegrativon in 168h and/ 17th Centuryy Matend)
presented the role of custom in the formation of social struetures, in determining the borders between
social groups and strengthentng the ties within each group. She suggested that during that peried
centripetall influenee from the tep had been strenger than eentrifugal influenee from the bettom, as
a result of whieh Sarmatist had played an integrative rele on the seale of the entire state. IR his
paper The Publicc Gersli = Pamtiruidlisms = Conffirt: of InRirelss. The Newlityy 's DilRmmaas in the
16t ands 17in Cerprises, 3. Urwanowiicz dealt with the elements integrating a federal state,
steh as ihe Palish-ikhvarinn Commonwealith was at that time. The 1ast twe papers delivered during
the session Belanged to the faurth, philesaphies-iiraiRtical group. 3. Bemansiii read the paper
Engse 1n AWSPIRS s PWHR%QP‘}Y:)- in whieh he presented the esneeptidn of ehange in the Greek
Philosophy preceding Aristetie (Herachitus, Parmenides. Plaie) a3 the groundwerk on whieh
Afistotie had developed is coneept §: KUFezewska dealt with Sacial, Eangse in ThBweHcal
%%Zﬁﬁf}g?%')g?é» in which she presented the views 8f variaus saeieiagicah schoals and the 1atest researeh
1A th1S HElE:

All the papers were followed by an animated discussion. The participants discussed the
questiom of source materials for research, the necessity of submitting them to criticism (H. Marikow-
ska, H. Zaremska, A. Maczak, S. Grzybowski, S. Dubas-Unwanmowiicz)) as well as the necessity of
distinguishing the difference between various types of culture, depending on the country, in
particular as regards the developmenit of urban culture and the genesis of these differences
(H. Zaremska, A. Maczak, M. Bogucka); some speakers raised the question of whether the dicho-
tomy between enlightened and popular culture could be applied to the situation in the Polish-Li-
thuanian Commonweallth (H. Zaremska, A. Maczak, M. Bogucka), question connected with the
“growth of the word of things” as the threshold of the modern era (A. Manikowski, A. Maczak,
S. Grzybowski). the neeessity of distinguishing the speeific eharacter of the custom and eulture of
small towns (H. Samsenowiez, A. Maezak, §. Graybowski), and the genesis of the "“ill fame” ef
eertain natiens and eeeupations (H. Manikewska, A. Wyezafiski, J. Tazbir, J. Goldberg); interest
was alse areused By sueh guestions as the eharaeter of punishment in the Middle Ages and in the
fi6th and 17th eenturies and the way the punishment was linked with deriding and Rumiliating the
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culprit (M. Bogucka, H. Manikowska, H. Zaremska, J. Tazbir), the emergence of groups with
regard to which compassiom was not obligatory (H. Zaremska, M. Bogucka, J. Tazbir, A. Maczak),
and the role of “ghettos™ in large-scale social disintegration and the parallel strengthening of ties
within the smaller commumities (J. Goldberg, A. Wyczafiski, J. Urwanowiicz. R. Szczygief). Lack
of time made it impossible to deal with many questions in depth.

The session provided an opportumity for a broad exchange of views and opinions.

The scope of the subject raised was probabilly too broad to be comprehensively examined in
one day and a half. However, the organisers plan to publish the papers read during the session so
the book will most probably serve as the foundation for further research and disputes and for the
continuation of the already started research.

Maniiu Bggucka
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