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DETERMINANTS OF THE POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
OF THE WORKING CLASS IN THE POLISH TERRITORIES 

ON THE TURN OF THE 19TH CENTURY

When discussing the question of the political activity of the 
working class, one can take into considération at least the 
following two aspects : the development of political organizations 
operating among workers (the development of their programmes, 
organizational effectiveness and changes in the range of influence, 
etc.) and progress in the activity of this class as a whole (changes 
in the forms of its mass manifestations, the degree of 
organization, progress in the maturation of consciousness and the 
formation of political culture, etc.). The latter group of problems 
was in the background of the former in to-date investigations.

I. The relationship of socio-economic and general-political 
with national liberation aspects of mass manifestations of the 
working class under the circumstances existing in the Polish 
territories towards the end of the 19th Century and at the 
beginning of the 20th Century, is obvious for the historian today, 
although it was not always so obvious for observers and 
politicians towards the end of the 19th Century. In spite of the 
opinions of some pioneers of the socialist movements in formation 
of workers’ class consciousness in isolation from the other 
elements of their social consciousness, the 1905 révolution testified
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to the un ity  of the process of social and national m aturation.
In all the  sectors of partitioned Poland, despite the existing 
différences in the political form  of governm ent, we could observe 
that the  two elem ents of this process supported one another in 
a spontaneous way, unless they were made oppose one another 
in an artificial w ay by wilful political activity. It was most 
distinct w ithin the territo ries of the Prussian  (particu larly  in 
Silesia) and Russian sectors, where even m ere local in terventions 
of w orkers aimed at im proving their working and living 
conditions m et w ith repression on the part of the invaders’ 
police and adm inistration. It included actions of denationalization 
such as, for instance, in the Upper Silesia after the w ell-know n 
strike at the “K ról” colliery in f1871. Severe repressive m easures 
were a rep ly  to a great num ber of strikes even in Galicia, though 
they w ere law ful form ally, particu larly  in the early  20th century  
w hen strikes assum ed a more mass character.

These repressive m easures rapidly  roused in w orkers not 
only a sense of social wrong and the feeling of class bonds and 
solidarity, but also the hatred  of the invader. They also 
Consolidated their national consciousness. A closer analysis of 
w orkers’ attitudes during mass dém onstration, e.g. during strikes, 
offers evidence of the  existence of a very  complex relationship 
betw een class and national consciousness. A great num ber of 
exam ples point to the fact th a t national consciousness in w orkers 
made them  realize their own (separate) class interests. L et us 
recall, for instance, num erous cases of the m em bership of 
w orkers in the “Polish” (Polish Trade Union—ZZP) and class 
trade unions in G reat Poland, and also in  G reat Poland and 
Silesia not infrequent exam ples of the  participation of the  Polish 
Trade Union and Christian trade unions, in contravention of the ir 
program m e assumptions, in the organization of strikes whose 
num ber grew  rapidly w ith a view to  m aintain the ir influence 
among the Polish w orkers affiliated w ith  them .1

1 See e.g. A. P r ó c h n ik ,  Bunt łódzki w roku 1892 [The Łódź Rebellion 
in 1892], Warszawa 1932; P. K o rz e c , Pół wieku dziejów ruchu 
rewolucyjnego Białostocczyzny (1864- 1914) [Half of a Century of the 
History of the Revolutionary Movement in the Białystok Region 
(1864- 1914)], Warszawa 1963; F. T ych , Związek Robotników Polskich 
(1889- 1892) [The Polish Workers' Union (1889- 1892)], Warszawa 1974 ;
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The growing concentration of political tones in mass 
dém onstrations of w orkers tow ards the end of the 19th Century 
was conditioned by accum ulated experience in economic 
struggles. This experience testified  to the fact th a t the 
participants in those dém onstrations reached a certain  stage in 
the  m aturation of their political and social consciousness. 
Towards the end of the 19th Century it did not necessarily m ean 
yet tha t they  were under the influence of or sym pathized w ith  
socialist organizations. At initial stages, the political circum stances 
in the Russian sector of partitioned Poland were in a way 
favourable to the spontaneous form ation of the national and 
social consciousness of workers. The situation was sim ilar in 
Silesia and in the other régions of the Prussian  sector both 
before and after anti-socialist laws came into force.

For example, in 1883, during the firs t mass strike in the 
Polish territo ries in Żyrardów , w orkers did not form ulate any 
political issue, but actively opposed the Russian authorities by 
attacking the troops gathered to intim idate the strikers and by 
launching an assault on the local prison to free their arrested  
comrades. In 1892, during the well-known “Łódź rebellion” 
the striking wokers put forw ard  prim itively and aw kw ardly 
form ulated  political and national issues in addition to those 
concerning the im provem ent of working conditions. Likewise, 
the  firs t mass strike of the U pper-Silesian m iners in 1889, 
in itia ted  to shorten the working day, etc., assumed the character 
of political struggles w ith  em ergency laws in the face of a severe 
counter-action of the police and arm y. In Galicia, the first tide of 
economic strikes in the early  1890’s combined w ith  the mass 
participation of w orkers in the  célébrations of the lOOth 
anniversary  of the 3rd of M ay Constitution (1791).

In 1905 the King dom and Galicia experienced a great num ber 
of mass general strikes of a purely  political character—though 
supported by a tide of economic in tervention—w ith clearly 
specified (not w ithout the participation of socialist parties) 
political dem ands (the abolition of the tsarist system, of the

S. M ic h a lk ie w ic z ,  Śląsk [Silesia] and K. W a jd a , Wielkopolska
i Pomorze W schodnie [Great Poland and the Eastern Pomerania] in : 
Polska klasa robotnicza, Zarys dziejów, vol. I, part 3, Warszawa 1978.
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foreign rule, as well as the introduction of dem ocracy to the 
system  of governm ent in the Kingdom of Poland  ; and  a universal 
righ t of vote in Galicia). In the Upper Silesia a tide of strikes 
took place, w here economic demands were accom panied by those 
political and national ones. N aturally , those p u re ly  political 
demands w ould not have taken place w ithout dozens of years of 
p reparato ry  stages, w hen the political activ ity  of the w orking 
d a ss  was reflected  in the form  of spontaneous or in part only 
local im pulses of protest against exploitation by  factory  owners 
and against the invader’s police and adm inistration  backing 
them  up. To a considérable ex ten t th is refers to the  firs t M ay 
Day strikes, too. P ro test against capitalist oppression most closely 
identified itself w ith the fight against national oppression in 
Silesia, on account of the existing national bonds betw een the 
state system  and capitalists.

The working class’ consciousness, reflected  by the  saturation  
of w orkers’ dém onstrations and strikes w ith  elem ents of political 
struggle, was considerably determ ined by the political situation 
th a t was d ifferen t in the th ree sectors of partitioned  Poland.
As a rule, the  necessity of fighting against alien ru le  and 
national oppression speeded up the m atu ration  of national 
consciousness, thus giving an im portant additional stim ulus to 
the w orker’s political activity. Is it not <5ne of the  most im portant 
factors of the  Polish w orkers’ exceptional revo lu tionary  activ ity  
during the years 1905- 1906 in the  Kingdom of Poland as 
com pared to the tsarist empire, in Galicia in  com parison w ith the 
other parts of A ustria or in the Upper Silesia against the 
background of the other parts of the P russian  S tate ? Is it not the 
source of the fact th a t in Pom erania and G reat Poland (Posnania) 
the leading role in mass strikes was played by Polish w orkers 
scattered beyond the big industry  (in the building industry  and 
dockyards) for whom it was the fight against capitalist 
exploitation and national oppression, bu t not by G erm an w orkers 
concentrated in the m etal and engineering industries ? These 
phenomena and their déterm inants are still aw aiting thorough 
studies.

II. W ithout questioning the crucial role of political 
circum stances and the system  of governm ent in the  rate  and
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course of the form ation of the working d a ss ’ consciousness and, 
consequently, in the developm ent of its political activ ity  and 
socialist m ovem ent, one should also take into considération the 
o ther déterm inants of these processes originating from  structu ra l 
changes of society.

1. The first stage of the development of the w orking d a s s ’ 
political activ ity  in the  Polish territo ries (in the afore-m entioned 
wide sense of the term  “political activ ity”) took place in the 
belonging to A ustria  Cieszyn Silesia, in the Kingdom of Poland, 
Galicia and in the U pper Silesia as early  as the 1860 - 1870’s.
This stage em braced the first strikes of w orkers and the ir 
participation in patrio tic  m anifestations in W arsaw and Cracow 
and in the Jan u ary  Uprising in 1863, and finally  the first 
w orkers’ organizations and periodicals. However, m ass political 
activation of the w orking d ass  actually began in the Kingdom 
of Poland and in the  Cieszyn and Upper Silesia on the tu rn  of 
the 1880’s, and in Galicia in the early  20th Century. In general, 
th is stage in the developm ent of the w orkers’ political activity  
corresponded to a definite stage of m odernization of the  social 
s truc tu re  of the population as a whole, as a conséquence of 
capitalist industrialization. The most im portant index of this 
m odernization was progress in the proletarization of people 
m aking their living on industrial production (or on industria l- 
craftsm en’s job), m ining and construction. During the last th ree 
decades of the 19th Century, the participation of w orkers and 
the ir fam ilies in all the  Polish provinces, exclusive of Galicia, 
exceeded a half of the  total num ber of people em ployed in 
industry , i.e. those professionally active, including th e ir families, 
reaching alm ost tw o-th irds in the Kingdom in 1897, nearly  80 per 
cent in the U pper Silesia as early  as 1895, and over 80 per cent 
in the Cieszyn Silesia in 1900.

The second not less im portant index of this stage of 
m odernization w ere changes in the professional composition of 
the  working d a ss  itself, i.e .-the decreasing percentage of 
agricu ltu ral w orkers, especially in the A ustrian sector, tow ards 
the end of the 19th Century and at the early  20th Century, and 
the growing prevalence, in the m ain Polish provinces, of w orkers 
of industry , m ining, handicraft and construction in the  non-
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agricultural working d ass  in general. Far-reaching différences 
in the rate  and range of those changes in the Professional 
composition of the working d ass  in individual provinces (Table 1) 
had to have a bearing on the uneven developm ent of the 
socio-political activity  of w orkers in these régions.

2. An im portant factor promoting, although not m echanically,

T a b le  1 Professional Composition of the Working dass in the Polish Territories 
on the Tum of the 19th Century

Number of workers and domestic servants in thousands

i n c 1 u d i n g

Province
Total Agri­

culture Beyond agriculture

Total
Industry 

and crafts, 
etc.

Communi­
cation
and

transport

Dome­
stic

service

Kingdom 1897 1248.5 462.0 786.5 [442.3] [54.1] 215.4
of Poland 100.0 37.0 63.0 35.4 4.3 17.3

1895 480.0 308.6 171.4 85.7 8.9 48.8
100.0 64.3 35.7 19.9 1.9 10.2

Poznań Region 1907 428.5 230.2 198.3 114.0 15.4 40.7
100.0 53.7 46.3 26.6 3.6 9.5

1895 381.0 219.0 162.0 77.4 7.7 46.3
100.0 57.5 42.5 20.3 2.0 12.2

Gdańsk Pomerania 1907 362.9 169.6 193.3 108.9 13.5 39.0
100.0 46.7 53.3 30.0 3.7 10.7

1895 460.1 190.2 269.9 198,1 10,0 38.3
100.0 41.3 48.7 4.30 2.2 8.3

Upper Silesia 1907 630.2 241.1 389.1 298.7 19.7 42.3
100.0 38.3 61.7 47.4 3.1 6.7

1900 809.5 496.3 313.2 121.1 17.9 99.3
Galicia 100.0 61.3 38.7 15.0 2.2 12.3

1910 868.8 416.1 452.7 188.7 31.0 147.9
100.0 47.9 52.1 21.1 3.6 17.0

Note: estimated values are in square brackets 
Source: The author’s own calculations on the basis of: Statistik des Deutschen Reiches, Neue 

Folge, vol. CIV, Berlin 1897; vol. CCIV, Berlin 1909; österreichische Statistik, vol. LXVI, No. 11, Wien 
1906; ibidem, Neue Folge, vol. III, No. 10, Wien 1916; Pervaja vseobcsaja perepis nasjelenija Rossijsko 
Imperii. Raspredelenije naselenija po vidatn gtavnyh zanjatij, vol. III, Peterburg 1904.
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the socio-political activation of w orkers on a large scale towards 
the end of the 19th Century seemed to be not so much the 
decreasing percentage of agricultural w orkers in the working 
d a ss  in general (since agricultural workers, too, became active 
socio-politically, though later) as an advanced division into 
agricu ltural and non-agricultural jobs and contraction of contacts 
and bonds between industrial, transport and construction 
w orkers, even miners, and agriculture and countryside. It can be 
illu stra ted  by a great num ber of exam ples from  the Kingdom, 
U pper Silesia, Galicia, Poznań region and other territories. The 
possibility of return ing  to one’s village in case of unem ploym ent 
or d isaster in an urban  or industrial centre, and the dual 
character of the economic, social and cu ltural status of an 
industrial, construction or transport w orker in contact w ith the 
village he came from, could not be favourable to rapid stim ulation 
of political activity.*

This conclusion can also be supported by difficulties in the 
in tégration of the w orkers’ m ilieu composed of form er country- 
-dw ellers and partly  of urban  population, e.g. the w orkers’ 
environm ent in Łódź in the la tte r half of the 19th Century.
The specific character of the way of living, a ttitude to work, and 
language of w orkers coming from  the countryside tu rned  to be 
ex trem ely  durable and added to the existing difficulties in the 
ad justm en t of newcomers to the urban  living conditions and 
to  those resulting from  régional or provincial différences in 
trad itions and customs. A striking exam ple was the continuation 
of the specific cu ltural character of the Upper-Silesian w orkers 
coming from  Galicia or the Kingdom of Poland.

3. One of the most im portant conséquences of the observed 
m odernization of the working d a s s ’ professional structure  in the 
Polish territo ries was the relative socio-economic stabilization

2  Among other things, it can be reflected by the example of Żyrardów, 
where among those arrested for participation in the 1883 strike no one 
had as much as a scrap of land or one’s own house in the countryside, 
although some other sources mention that a great number of workers 
at the Żyrardów factories lived in the surrounding villages (Strajk 
żyrardowski w dokumentach carskich [The Żyrardów Strike in the Russian 
Documents], “Z pola walki”, 1958, No. 3, pp. 108-117). Cf. also F. T y c h’s 
investigations in the social background of the Polish Workers’ Union : 
Związek Robotników Polskich [The Polish Worker’s Union], Warszawa 
1974, p. 121 sqq.
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of the w orker, first of ail of the industrial factory w orker, as 
opposed to the day-labourer. This phenomenon became m ore 
distinct in the provinces th a t developed industry  tow ards the end 
of the  19th Century and in the early  20th Century : earlie r in 
the  Upper Silesia and in the Cieszyn Silesia, and a little  la te r in 
the  Kingdom of Poland and in the Gdańsk Pom erania. This 
stabilization was determ ined by such factors as :

1) relative stability  of earnings, hence perm anent em ploym ent, 
the replacem ent of hiring by the day by contracts for a longer 
period of tim e ;

2) the possibility of stabilizing the place of em ploym ent, 
therefore the stabilization of the place of residence and fam ily 
situation ;

3) developing professional specialization of w orkers entailing 
im portant changes on the labour m arket : décreasing dem and 
for unskilled day-labourers and increasing demand for skilled 
w orkers w ith definite trades and qualification or at least those 
tra ined  on the job.

All these phenomena entailed graduai grow th in the  social 
status of industrial workers, m iners and railwaym en. The position 
of w orkers trained on the job, even w ithout craftsm en’s 
qualifications but active in definite trades, gradually  became 
a kind of rise and as such it was conside red by both the 
day-labourer doing odd jobs in the building industry, 
transporation and services, etc., and the proletarized peasant.
This change of the position of industrial or transport w orkers 
in the social hierarchy, although graduai and at a different pace 
in individual Polish provinces, was an indispensable condition of 
a form er peasant or day-labourer’s joining in the struggle for 
be tter living conditions or at least of the ir joining in the  protest 
against attem pts to worsen them . This kind of social activation 
concerning the curren t working and living conditions was often 
sooner in w orkers coming from  impoverished intelligentsia or 
low er m iddle-class families, for whom entrance into the working 
class was dégradation as a rule, at least initially. Hence, urban  
proletarian  centres embracing w orkers of diversified social origin 
were more susceptible to slogans exhorting to opposition to and 
protest against oppression, particu larly  a t the first stages of the
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developm ent of a m odern working dass, when its overwhelm ing 
m ajority  were newcom ers from  the other classes or strata.

4. Particu lar emphasis should be laid on the impact of a big 
city tha t speeded up the socio-political activation of workers, i.e. 
the effect of urban civilization in general, and the presence of 
flagrant social contrasts and a diversified system  of social 
h ierarchy  in comparison w ith  ru ra l or provincial communities.8 
P articu larly  striking exam ples of such an impact throughout the  
period under discussion w ere W arsaw, Wrocław, Cracow, Gdańsk, 
Poznań and Bydgoszcz, etc. (cf. the différences in the range 
and in tensity  of the strikes of m etal-w orkers in W arsaw and 
in sm aller industrial centres). Far w eaker stim uli in this 
respect were created by industrial colonies, e.g. Żyrardów, 
m iners’ settlem ents in the Dąbrowa Basin, and Wieliczka, etc., 
whose impact consisted firs t of all in the quantitative 
concentration of w orkers and contributed to spontaneous 
developm ent of strikes, if the w orkers’ mass was integrated 
enough to make a strike solid.

Inconsiderable concentration of w orkers in urban centres 
of Silesia and Dąbrowa Basin on the tu rn  of the 19th Century, 
despite the rapid  grow th of the population of industrial non- 
urban  settlem ents, seemed greatly  to justify  certain retardation 
in arousing political consciousness in the working class of these 
régions in comparison w ith the other Polish provinces, especially 
w ith in  the Kingdom of Poland (among other things the lesser 
influence of socialist parties). This retardation  would be even 
g rea ter were it not for the  fact th a t there existed a core of 
m iners who handed down their trade from  father to son for 
générations and tha t there  was a high grow th rate of the 
concentration of w orkers in collieries and iron and steel works,

5. The différences—in the extent of w orkers’ concentration 
in big enterprises from  province to province were enormous 
and lasting. As late as the early  20th Century, th ree-quarters
of w orkers-craftsm en in the Poznań region and tw o-thirds in the  
Gdańsk Pom erania and Galicia were employed in the middle and 
sm all-scale industries, i.e. in enterprises w ith the num ber of

* Cf. G. D u v e a u, La vie ouvrière sous le second Empire, Paris 1946.
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w orkers below 50 persons, w hereas in the Kingdom of Poland 
th is group of w orkers am ounted to about a half (50 - 53%) and 
in the Upper Silesia to about 45 per cent of industrial 
p ro le taria te .4 That is why, the range and in tensity  of the 
industrial w orkers’ strike m ovem ent w ere far greater in the  
Kingdom  and the Upper Silesia than  in the  other provinces, 
w here it had the character of sporadic and “insu lar” 
dém onstrations as late as the beginning of the 20th Century.

The latest investigations in the strike m ovem ent in the 
Kingdom of Poland (Stanisław Kalabiński), the Upper Silesia 
(Stanisław Michalkiewicz) and Galicia (W alentyna Najdus) on 
th e  tu rn  of the 19th Century, fu lly  confirm  the opinion about 
the crucial role of the personnel of big factories and m ines at the 
successive stages of the developm ent of w orkers’ mass strikes.* 
Nota bene, these changes show far-reaching synchronization in 
the three sectors of partitioned Poland : starting  w ith the tu rn  
of the 1880’s, through the close of the  1890’s and the years 
1905 - 1906 - 1907, and ending w ith  the high tide of strikes in the 
p re-w ar period.

6. Considérable weakening of inner divisions w ith in the 
w orking class th a t were determ ined by the w orkers’ te rrito ria l 
and social origin was accompanied not only by the process of 
inner intégration, but also by new differentiation : w ithin th is 
class new stra ta  and groups were gradually  separated th a t d iffered 
from  each other in respect of trade, skills, earnings, culture and 
social prestige. A graduai form ation of a h ierarchy  of various 
groups was the opposite of the process of stabilization of 
w orkers’ socio-economic position in the  consolidating s tructu re  
of capitalist society, and had to have an im pact on the form s of 
the socio-political activity  of the working class as a whole. At 
th e  same time, as a rule, it was not an influence ham pering th a t 
activity. These processes could be observed on a larger or sm aller

4  See more on this subject : A. Ż a r n o w s k a ,  Klasa robotnicza 
Królestwa Polskiego 1870 - 1914 [The Working Class of the Kingdom of 
Poland 1870 - 1914], Warszawa 1974, p. 37 sqq.

5  The results of these investigations are presented in the collective 
work : Polska klasa robotnicza. Zarys dziejów [The Polish Working Class : 
An Outline of History], vol. I, parts 2 and 3, Warszawa 1978. Cf.
Note 1.
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scale in every  Polish province tow ards the end of the 19th 
Century. U nfortunately, investigations in the in ternal structure 
of the working class, in its changes and bearing on the socio- 
political activity of w orkers have only just started  in Polish 
historiography, and their to-date results are not a sufficient 
basis for making a comparison of the situation in the three sectors 
of partitioned Poland yet.

P articu lar a ttention is due to the differentiation of the ways 
and  progress of the adjustm ent of im m igratory population, so 
d ifferen t from  the local people in respect of nationality, to the 
living conditions existing in comm unities of the m odem  working 
class. This process had to have a bearing on and contribute to 
the d ifferentiation of the pace of the working class’ political 
activation in various places and provinces. The example of the 
Kingdom of Poland makes it possible to separate at least two 
kinds of the social status of alien im m igratory w orkers tha t 
d irectly  shaped the ir susceptibility to revolutionary slogans :
1) the position, privileged in most cases, of skilled w orkers 
“im ported” from  W estern Europe, m ainly from  Germany, w ith 
experience in production work under the conditions of advanced 
technology, in the developm ent of capitalist social relations and, 
sometimes, in political struggles ; 2) the position of the Jew ish 
p ro lé taria t w ithout perm anent employm ent, usually poor, 
m ainly originating from  the lower m iddle class, subsequently 
w ith the feeling of social dégradation in general.

7. The relatively  stable socio-economic position of the m odem  
w orker of industry, transport and the building industry, etc., and 
the ever more w idespread aspiration of those employed in these 
branches for stabilizing the ir status were an indispensable 
p relim inary  condition of the working class’ socio-political 
activation on a mass scale. An analysis of the composition of the 
participants and developm ental m echanism  of some mass strikes 
of w orkers a t the end of the  19th Century, e.g. the Żyrardów  
strike of 1883, seem to testify  to the fact th a t more susceptible to 
strikes and dém onstrations, to say nothing of participation in 
political organizations, were the employees of those enterprises 
or centres (Żyrardów and Zawiercie, etc.) in which a considérable 
role was already played by w orkers coming from  w orkers’
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fam ilies for two or more générations.6 This was probably  one 
of the  causes of the avant-garde role of m etal-w orkers em ployed 
by factories and railw ay repair shops in the first political 
dém onstrations in the Polish territo ries, e.g. in the M ay Day 
strike  in W arsaw in 1890. Let us also observe th a t in the 
te rr ito ry  of the Russian sector of partitioned Poland (the Kingdom 
of Poland  and the Białystok region) the developm ent of the strike 
m ovem ent on a mass scale was determ ined by waking the 
revolu tionary  activity of tex tile-w orkers in the years 1888 - 1892, 
i.e. w hen a fairly  large group of w orkers related  to the w orking 
class for two générations had already form ed there.

According to the first ten tative investigations in the  m obility 
of the  working d ass  in some industrial centres in the  Kingdom  
of Poland tow ards the end of the 19th Century and at the 
beginning of the 20th Century,7 hered itary  w orkers as a group 
w ere not characteristic for the greatest territo ria l m obility and 
distinct aspirations for advancem ent beyond the working class at 
th a t tim e. A dose r analysis of these phenom ena by historians 
has only just started  and the ir conclusions necessitate vérification 
on the basis of detailed research in the  workers of the  other 
Polish territo ries, first of all of the Upper Silesia.

8. Did the fact tha t w orkers had lived in the same place and 
w orked in the same establishm ent or in the local w orkers’ centre 
(e.g. Żyrardów , Czeladź and Zawiercie) for générations, 
contribute, too, to socio-political activation ?
The above-m entioned exam ple of the  Żyrardów
strike  seems to prove it, bu t a t the same tim e shows
th a t the  effects of close relationship w ith the factory were
neutralized  in factory settlem ents by the impact of the
em ployers’ paternalism .8 It is difficult, however, to form ulate
firm  conclusions at the curren t stage of investigations. It will be

6 Cf. Soviet historical investigations in the sources of the avant-garde 
role of the successive groups and centres of workers in Russia in the 
1917 révolution, e.g. L. M. I v a n o v, Preemstvennost’ fabriöno-zavodskogo 
truda i jormirovanie proletariata v Rossii in : Rabocij klass i raboćee 
dvizenie v Rossii, Moskva 1966 ; B. N. V a s i 1 e v a, Social’naja 
harakteristika fabrićnyh raboćih, ibidem ; cf. also French investigations, 
e.g. M. P e r  ro t, Les ouvriers en grève (France 1871 - 1890), vol. II,
Paris 1974.

7 A. Ż a r n o w s k a , Klasa robotnicza..., Chapter IV.
8 Strajk żyrardowski...; see also : D. D ą b ro w s k a , Górnicy
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possible not before a greater num ber of collective biographies of 
the  w orkers of individual factories or centres are compiled. 
Official sources such as reports of local authorities or m em orials 
of the m anagem ents of factories and enterprises exaggerate, w hen 
characterizing the w orkers’ moods, the role of newcomers in 
stirring  the w orkers to revoit. A fter all, they  usually deal w ith  
the leaders and organizers of w orkers’ strikes and dém onstrations, 
ra re ly  w ith  individual participants in them.

There is no doubt, however, tha t the territo ria l m obility 
of w orkers was an im portant stim ulus to their political activation. 
This opinion can be confirm ed by the investigations carried  out 
in France in the participation of w orkers’ towns and centres in 
political life in the 19th Century, m aking use, among other sources 
of records of registry  offices and of records of retaliatory  
m easures.

III. Therefore, it seems incontrovertible th a t waking the 
socio-political activity  of the working d ass  was conditioned by 
a definite stage of this class ’in ternal intégration, determ ined 
social groups and strata , and on the o ther hand, by a definite 
le vel of its social self-knowledge. P a ten t is the relationship 
between the level of this self-knowledge and the cultural 
advancem ent of the working class. A m inim um  knowledge of the  
surrounding world and the elem entary  ability  to read among 
the w orkers of the end of the 19th Century were an 
unquestionable condition of the developm ent of class and national 
consciousness to an ex ten t m aking it possible to  at least 
m om entarily  join in political life. It was of particu lar im portance 
in case of greater involvem ent, i.e. m em bership in a political 
organization or at least sym pathizing w ith  it.10 Hence the 
particu lar role of w orkers’ educational circles as the first stage

salinarni Wieliczki w latach 1880 - 1939 [The Wieliczka Salt-Miners During 
the Years 1880 - 1939], Wrocław 1965, p. 310.

9  E. g. R. T rè m p é ’s investigations in miners in Carmaux (Les
mineurs de Carmaux 1848 - 1914, Paris 1970) or those carried out by 
W. R. S e w e 11 in the workers of Marseille in 1848 (La classe ouvrière 
de Marseille en 1848, “Le Mouvement social”, 1971, No. 76).

10 Cf. a portrait of the worker of an average political activity in 
Russia on the eve of the February Revolution in 1917 (P. V. V o 1 o b u e v, 
Proletariat i burzuazija v 1917 godu, Moskva 1964, p. 34).
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of waking the socio-political activity  of workers. Hence the  
organization of w orkers’ éducation and self-teaching became an 
im portant form  of the activity  of not only socialist parties, but 
also other political organizations striving for influence among 
workers.

This phenomenon was particu larly  m arked in those provinces, 
where, as in the Kingdom of Poland, a considérable p a rt of the 
working class were illiterates (tw o-thirds of the total num ber 
of w orkers were illiterates as late as the end of the 19th 
Century), and also w herever éducation was used as a tool of 
denationalization and the educational policy of the alien 
governm ent prevented the w orker from  acquiring an elem entary  
knowledge in his native language at a regu lär school. A t the  same 
time, in general, the only exception w ere schools of regilious 
and clérical character. They had a particu lar impact on the 
form ation of the political attitudes and cu lture of w orkers in the  
Upper Silesia as well as in the Kingdom of Poland. That is why 
the differentiation of the range of éducation in individual trade 
groups, w orkers’ communities, provinces and sectors of 
partitioned Poland had an effect to bear on uneven developm ent 
of the working class’ political activity in  the Polish territo ries, 
especially in the la tte r  part of the 19th Century .

(Translated by Marek Cegiela)
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