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w przedżolądkach. Jeszcze raz w raca się do anatom icznych adaptacji um ożliw ia­
jących ssakom roślinożernym  bytow anie w w arunkach niedoborów pokarm ow ych, 
tym  razem  w aspekcie zagłady i zm ian behaw ioralnych (term oregulacja, m igracje, 
konkurencja między- i w ew nątrzgatunkow a). Ogół modyfikacji w zakresie budow y 
i czynności narządów  traw iennych, głównie zaś żołądka umożliwił tym ssakom za­
siedlenie licznych nisz ekologicznych i rozległych zasięgów geograficznych. W ielo­
płaszczyznowe rozw ażania o zależnościach między anatomicznymi i fizjologicz­
nymi zróżnicowaniami przewodu pokarmowego a uw arunkow aniam i zoogeogra- 
ficznymi podsum ow ują treść dzieła.

O m awiana książka jest zw artą m onografią o charakterze przeglądowym. P ie ­
czołowicie sporządzony spis piśm iennictw a liczy ponad 1360 pozycji, głównie anglo- 
i niemieckojęzycznych sięgających po 1983 r. To obszerne dzieło stanowi godny 
naśladow ania wzór biomorfologicznego podejścia do zagadnień anatom icznych. 
Książka jest nadzwyczaj starannie i pięknie wydana. Liczne ilustracje oraz p rze j­
rzysty, graficzny sposób przedstaw iania danych stanowią dodatkowy w alor dzieła 
P. Langera, które z pewnością zainteresuje specjalistów  z wielu dziedzin nauk  
przyrodniczych.

Stanisław  Pytel

M. Górner & H. Hackcthal: Saugetiere Europas. Neum ann Verlag. Leipzig-Rede- 
buel, 1987, 371 pp.

Guide books w ith colour ilustrations of plants or anim als are highly app recia­
ted not only among am ateurs but also among professionals. The publication of 
the com prehensive field guide to identifying the mammals of Europe w ritten  by 
M. Gorner and M. H ackethal should be welcomed w ith  much satisfaction. It m ay 
be assumed th a t it w ill d raw  much in terest from  theriologists.

The guide “Saugetiere E uropas” is am ply illu stra ted  w ith 247 black and w hite  
and 225 colour plates. Of particu lar in terest is the high quality of coloured 
silhouttes of anim als m ade by W olfganag Leuck.

The authors aim  at presenting the wild mam m als living in Europe and w ith in  
the scope of a field guide’s possibilities enabling the ir identificaton. The arep 
accepted as Europe by the authors corresponds with tha t determ ined by 
geographical borders. On the east, the border runs along the Ural Mts., the U ral 
River, the west bank of the Caspian Sea and the  southern slopes of the C aucasus 
to the Black Sea and then  along the A tlantic coast of Europe. W ithin th is a rea  
the authors identify 209 m am m al species, although they adm it th a t the exact 
num ber of species is difficult to determ ine due to: (1) unexplained taxonom ic 
statu.s, (2) no precise determ ination  of the occurrence area borders in E astern  
Europe, (3) irregu lar visiting of European coasts by certain  species of whales.

The taxonom ic classification (orders, families, genera and species) was estab lish ­
ed by the authors according to van den Brink (1972) and N ietham m er and K rapp  
(1978, 1982). The bibliography includes 80 positions. The only Polish study consi­
dered is the key to the identification of the mam m als of Poland edited by Z. 
Pucek (1981). Astonishing is the omission in the bibliography of the “A tlas of 
Polish M am m als”, edited by Z. Pucek and J. Raczyński (1983), despite the  fac t 
th a t the authors of this guide cited certain  litera tu re  even from 1984.

In the general p art of the guide the authors present a short description of 
the m am m al classes and fauna from  a zoogeographical point of view, basic con­
cepts regarding m am m al protection and instruction  to using the guide.

This guide has been published as a p a rt of the series “Beobachten und Bes- 
tim m en”. It needs to be considered how its contents fit into th is series. In  our 
opinion, the authors have superficially covered the identification of m am m als 
in the fields. The chapter devoted to this subjects is seven pages long and contains 
paw  prints of about 30, species several shape types of excrem ents and several 
owl pellets, w ithout any exam ples of browsing and barkstripping. Of course 
there are specialistic guides devoted to anim al identification (Bang & D ahlstrom , 
1977), but a guide to m am m als should also deal extensively with field identification.

In the ir guide the  au thors have taken  into consideration 29 m am m al species 
but the criteria  used to determ ine this list may sometimes be unclear to th e  
reader. Very surprising is the lack of about a dozen species whose taxonom ic
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status is w ell-know n and whose occurrence areas are  located w ith in  Europe. The 
region of the Caucasus does not include: Talpa caucasica, M icrotus gud, Microtus 
roberti, M esocricetus raddei, Mesocricetus brandti, Perom etheom ys saposhnikovi, 
Capra cylindricornis, Capra caucasica, w hile the  Caspian Sea region omits: Citellus 
rńajor, Rhom bom ys opimus, Meriones erythrourus, M icrotus socialis, Felis libyca, 
Felis chaus, Felis m anul, Phoca caspica. The northeastern  and eastern  regions of 
Europe do not m ention: M ustela sibirica, Lem m us sibirica.

Although the au thors commented th a t they om itted those species whose taxo ­
nomic status is uncertain  it is unexplainable w hy they have ignored the Siberian 
roe deer (Capreolus pygargus) w hich occurs in E astern  Europe and the U ral 
M ountains and fo r w hich species separateness has been determ ined for a fairly  
long tim e (Flerov, 1952; Sokolov et al., 1978; Zernale, 1980). The au thors have 
also ignored the  B arberian  goat (Am m otragus lervia) introduced to Spain in 1970 
(Pena, 1975; O rtuno & Pena, 1979).

Leaving to  taxonom ists the  problem  of determ ining the list of species w ithin 
the family of blind m ole-rats (Spalacidae) th e ir description of occurrence requires 
some correction. Refering to Spalax polonicus the  au thors write... “bisher in 
Siidostpolen”. This m istake is a resu lt of relying on Savic’s (1982) synthetic 
description and not on source m aterials and new  faunistic data. A sim ilar case 
is in the presum ed occurrence of Crocidura russula  in Poland. This has not been 
confirmed by in tensive faunistic studies (Pucek, 1981; Pucek & Raczyński, 1983).

The occurrence m aps of given species a re  frequently  imprecise. Map 1 ind i­
cates the lack of w estern hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus) in Poland. From  map 
15 it appears, th a t the m asked shrew  (Sorex caecutiens) may occur in a consi­
derable p art of northeastern  Poland, w hereas it has so far been recorded only 
in the Białowieża Forest (Pucek, 1981; Pucek & Raczyński, 1983). The M editerra­
nean w ater shrew  (Neom ys anomalus) may occur in the centre of Poland (map 
20) w hile it  actually  occurs in the Pom erania, B iałowieża Forest, Sudetes and 
C arpathians. The course of the  border line of two w hite-toothed shrew s 
(Crocidura leucodon  and Crocidura suaveolens) in Poland is incorrect. The 
occurrence of the beaver (Castor fiber) is outdated (map 72). W hile presenting 
the distribution  of the root vole (M icrotus oeconomus) its sites in southern Scan­
dinavia (map 108) w ere not taken into consideration. The occurrence m aps of 
the other species: M yotis daubentoni, M icrotus nivalis, P itym ys subterraneus, 
Ovis amon, Dama dama  a re  also imprecise. The lack of precision cannot be 
explained by the m aps’ scale.

F u rthe r shortcom ings include: on page 15, incorrectly  m arked m easurem ent 
points of the upper tooth-row  in Soricidae; on page 176, the presented rostral 
p art of the skull is th a t of Apodem us microps and not M icromys m inutus; on 
page 223, the draw ing representing  th ree form s of Mi in M icrotus oeconomus is 
reversed and described as M1; on page 277, the draw ing is identified as being the 
skull of Mustela lutreola  w hile in fact it is a skull of M artes jlavigula. This la tte r 
m istake was m ade in the „Keys to V ertebrates of Poland. M am m als” edited by 
Z. Pucek (1981), w hen following afte r Novikov (1952), but corrected in the new  
Polish edition of th is key (Pucek. 1984).

It would be in teresting  to learn  w here the au thors obtained inform ation on 
the wild E uropean bison (Bison bonasus) herds in Rom ania. In our opinion, they 
paid too little  atten tion  to the C anadian beavers (Castor canadensis). Mentioning 
th e ir  introduction sites is insufficient, and a description of the diagnostic features 
would be desirable.

Descriptions of p articu la r species re ta in  a uniform  composition and concentrate 
on ex trem al characteristics, including the  basic linear param eters of the  body 
weight. B iom etrical data presented by the au thors raise the following doubts. If 
ihey are to characterize European m am m als then  the  given m easurem ent ranges 
should determ ine the ex trem al lim its of a given species, or contain a short 
note on the population they refer to. Also, th e re  seems to be no reason for 
using different units of m easurem ent in some cases; genus Neom ys hind foot 
length is given in  cm, in these of genus Sorex  in mm. Body length m easurem ents 
are  given in cm, except the genus Sicista, w here they are expressed in mm.

In conclusion, due to num erous m istakes and discrepancies this guide is of 
little  use for identifying m am m als. The lack of description of tra its  enabling 
identificaton in the fields (paw prin ts, excrem ents, exam ples of browsing and
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bark-stripping) reduces its function as a typical field guide. The incom plete 
species list makes it a questionable synthesis of European mammals. As a resu lt 
this guide is useless for a professional mam m alogist. On the other hand the 
attractive set-up of this book, especially its good quality  colour anim al silhouettes 
can a ttrac t potential readers in terested  in nature. For them  this book m ay be 
source of gaining knowledge on mam m als, if the above m entioned m istakes are 
corrected.
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Janusz M arkow ski & Maria M arkow ska

Sans-Coma V., M as-Coma S. & Gosälbcz J. (Eds), 1987: M amiferos y Helmintos.
Volumen hom enaje al Prof. Dr. Dr. H erm an K ahm an en su 81 aniversario. 
K etres Editora, Barcelona, 338 pp.

Hiszpanie uczcili osiem dziesiątą pierw szą rocznicę urodzin Profesora H erm ana 
K ahm ana (9 października 1987 r.), znanego niemieckiego teriologa, w ydaniem  ju ­
bileuszowego zbioru oryginalnych i przeglądowych prac pod ogólnym tytułem  
„M amiferos y H elm intos”. Jub ila t jest znany szerokiem u kręgowi teriologów przede 
wszystkim  jako redak to r i współzałożyciel „Säugetierkundliche M itteilungen” — 
jednego z poważniejszych św iatow ych czasopism, poświęconych ssakom.

Prezentow ana książka zaw iera 11 referatów -prac poświęconych ssakom, 6 doty­
czących ich parazytofauny złożonej z przyw r i tasiemców, 1 poświęconego analo­
gicznej faunie hiszpańskich płazów i gadów, powiększonej o nicienie i kolcogłowy 
i 4 omawiających stosunki pasożyt-żywiciel. Interesująco przedstaw ia się statystyka 
dotycząca cytowania autorów  polskich. W części teriologicznej cytowanych jest 12 
publikacji 8 autorów  (Adam czew ska-A ndrzejew ska K. — 1, Borowski S. — 2, 
Gębczyński M. — 1, H aitlinger R. — 4, H um iński S. — 1, Skoczeń S. — 1, Swie- 
cimski J. — 1, Wodzicki K. — 1). W części helmintologicznej cytowanych jest 15 
publikacji 4 autorów  (G rabda-K ozubska B. — 12, K isielewska K. — 1, Sulgostow- 
ska T. — 1, W iśniewski W. L. —1 l).

Część książki poświęcona ssakom dotyczy następującej tem atyki: rew izja fauni- 
styczno-taksonomiczna — 2, bionom ia — 1, zmienność m orfom etryczna — 4, rozród
— 2, aktywność — 1, linka — 1. Tem atyka badawcza odzwierciedla aktualne po­
trzeby teriologii hiszpańskiej, k tóra nie weszła jeszcze w stadium  intensywnego 
rozwoju taksonom ii num erycznej i ekologii.

A ndrzej L. Ruprecht


