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CENTENARY OF THE SOCIETY OF HISTORY LOVERS 
(1906-2006)

One h u n d red  years ago, on November 17, 1906, the Society of H istory Lovers w as 
registered  in W arsaw  by the  R ussian  occupation  au thorities. It w as an  o rgan isa­
tion  of W arsaw  h is to rian s an d  persons in terested  in history. Its foundation  w as 
possible th an k s  to the  liberalisation  of R ussian  policy tow ards the Poles after the 
revolutionary events of 1905, the renew ed wave of independence asp ira tions 
w hich sp read  am ong the Poles, and  the  efforts of h is to rian s connected w ith 
W arsaw  University and  the periodical “Przegląd H istoryczny” (Historical Review). 
The aim  of the  Society w as “to suppo rt the developm ent of h istorical sciences and  
to propagate them , w ith s tre ss  on the h istory  of Poland”. The Society w anted  to 
do th is by pub lish ing  h istorical periodicals and  stud ies, organising com petitions 
on h istorical sub jec ts, se tting  up  libraries, and  holding ta lk s  and  lectures. In 1907 
the  Society began to pub lish  “Przegląd Historyczny” w hich is still its organ. It is 
a  periodical on a h igh scholarly level for its editors come from the H istorical 
In s titu te  of W arsaw  University. D uring the p a s t 100 years th o u san d s  of profes­
sional h is to rian s an d  history  lovers have been  m em bers of the  Society (the record 
level, 1,150 m em bers, w as reached  in 1985), am ong them  the grea test scholarly 
au thorities, su ch  as A leksander J a b ł o n o w s k i ,  A leksander K r a u s h a r ,  Józef 
S i e m i e ń s k i ,  Marceli H a n d e l s m a n ,  T adeusz K o r z o n ,  S tan isław  K ę ­
t r z y ń s k i ,  J a k u b  S a w i c k i ,  J a n u s z  W o l i ń s k i ,  S tefan  K i e n i e w i c z ,  and  
S tan isław  H e r b s t .  D uring these one h u n d red  years there  have been organised 
th o u san d s  of m eetings, lectures, conferences, in ternational sessions, congresses, 
lectu res in various tow ns of Mazovia, excursions to scenes of im portan t h istorical 
events, exhibitions, film show s, com petitions, h isto ry  courses for teachers and  
school pupils. The Society h a s  in itiated  an d  partic ipa ted  in m any events com m e­
m orating  h istorical happen ings or p rom inent personalities, in work on educatio ­
nal p rogram m es an d  didactic aids; it h a s  evaluated  h istorical p lans, h a s  expressed 
opinions on the  m ost im portan t questions concerning research  developm ent, the 
teach ing  of history, and  the  problem s of the  existence of the  city of W arsaw. For 
long time the  Society offered su p p o rt to m em bers of som e related  organisations 
ra th e r disfavored by the com m unist au thorities, su ch  as genealogists, herald ists, 
an d  num ism atists . It takes special pride in the over 100 pub lished  books, m ost 
of them  in two great series s ta rted  in 1911: “The T adeusz Korzon H istorical 
L ibrary” an d  “The Knowledge of W arsaw  Library”. For the  la s t 39 years the  Society 
h a s  been the organiser of the  prestig ious com petition for books devoted to W arsaw 
an d  Mazovia (the so-called  Varsaviana of the  year). Since 1925 the Society of 
H istory Lovers h a s  been a  b ran ch  of the Polish H istorical Society, enjoying 
a special s ta tu s ; the Society now h a s  over 370 m em bers, an  au tonom ous circle 
a t U rsus and  five sections (for B iography and  Critical S tudies, Didactic Issues, 
the H istory of W arsaw, Socio-Econom ic History, and  Military Science). Every year 
it organises, on average, 50 m eetings for its m em bers. The a ttendance  a t the 
m eetings varies (from several to several h u n d red  persons) for people in Poland 
have been losing in te rest in civic work and  in history, w ith the exception of certa in  
sub jec ts connected  w ith the  in ter-w ar period (e.g. p rom inent personalities such  
as Józef P iłsudski and  R om an Dmowski), the Second World War, or in som e
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selected events from the history  of the Polish People’s Republic, su ch  as the years 
1956, 1968, 1976, 1980. The Society suffers from a co n stan t lack of funds for the 
only su m s it h as  a t its disposal are m em bership  con tribu tions an d  sm all public 
g ran ts  to organise a session or publish  a book. The great problem  of the  Society 
today is th a t its m em bers are m ainly older people, for the younger generation  is 
ra th e r re lu c tan t to engage in social activity and  in the work for the aim s laid down 
in the Society’s s ta tu te . The Society’s au thorities have failed to win over s tu d en t 
circles or find a form of activities th a t would a ttrac t the younger generation. The 
Society once num bered  am ong its m em bers nearly  all h is to rian s living in W arsaw  
a ttached  to the University as well as to the Polish Academy of Sciences. Today, 
the majority of activists an d  partic ipan ts  in m eetings consists  of non-professional 
h istory  lovers and  school teachers, for overworked professional h is to rian s have 
no tim e to take p a rt in social work, nor do they see the need for it.

In connection w ith its C entenary, the Society h a s  adopted a new  logo; 
ano ther event w hich m arked the  Society’s 100 th  A nniversary w as an  exhibition 
show ing the h istory  of the  organisation, the persons who have been particu larly  
active in the Society, the lines of the Society’s work and  its achievem ents; it w as 
organised together w ith the Archives of the Polish Academy of Sciences an d  the 
H istorical Sciences Com m ittee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and  w as held  in 
the room s of the C entral Archives of H istorical R ecords in W arsaw from Septem ber 
4 to November 7, 2006. This beautifully  designed exhibition show ed m any 
in teresting  sources and  docum ents as well a s  old prin ts, m anuscrip ts , p h o to ­
g raphs and  a ttrac ted  m any visitors. Moreover, on Septem ber 15th, together w ith 
the Polish H istorical Society, w hich is celebrating the 120th A nniversary of its 
existence, the Society organised a conference a t the  Academy of the  H um anities 
in P u łtu sk  to p resen t the Society of H istory Lovers in various periods of its history.

The climax of the celebrations w as the m eeting of the Society’s m em bers, 
held on November 18, 2006 in the Society’s h istorical sea t in St. A nn’s H ouse in 
the Old M arket Square, w hich had  been bought in 1913 (it is now the sea t of the 
Institu te  of H istory of the Polish Academy of Sciences); during  the m eeting the 
Society’s d is tingu ished  m em bers were p resen ted  w ith honou rs of the M inistry of 
C ultu re  and  N ational Heritage and  com m em orative diplom as; the p a rtic ipan ts  
recalled glorious and  less glorious tim es from the  Society’s history, d iscussed  the 
aim s an d  forms of activity the Society shou ld  develop in the  n ea r fu tu re  in  view 
of new challenges, new conditions and  new  social expectations. The m eeting w as 
honoured  by the presence of all living chairm en  of the Society (Andrzej W y c z a ń -  
s k i ,  Andrzej A j n e n k i e l ,  J a n in a  L e s k i e w i c z o w a ,  M arian M. D r o z d o ­
w s k i ,  Wojciech I w a ń c z a k  and  the a u th o r of th is text), and  of the Society’s 
m ost d is tingu ished  m em bers (Maria B o g u c k a ,  H anna S z w a n k o w s k a ,  Zofia 
K o z ł o w s k a ,  J a n u s z  T a z b i r ,  H enryk S a m s o n o w i c z  and  H enryk R u t ­
k o w s k i )  who shared  the ir experiences and  rem iniscences w ith o ther partic i­
p an ts  of the m eeting. The Society p resen ted  its new badge and  h anded  it to the 
d istingu ished  guests  (led by the C hairm an  of the Polish Historical Society 
Professor Krzysztof M i k u l s k i )  and  to the Society’s m em bers. This w as a  su c ­
cessful m eeting, very useful for the consolidation of the Society, an  im portan t 
event in the cen tenary  celebrations of an  organisation  w hich h a s  rendered  great 
services to the W arsaw h istorical milieu and  Polish cu ltu re , an  organisation  w hich 
h as  great achievem ents in spread ing  historical knowledge, shap ing  patrio tic 
behaviour and  filling the Polish people w ith pride in the  rich and  glorious h istory  
of their s ta te  and  nation . The Society is hoping th a t the  next years will b ring  new 
successes, m any new m em bers, and  som e im provem ent in its financial situa tion , 
for th is would radically change the form s of work an d  increase its activity in 
popularising  the knowledge of h istory  an d  the re su lts  of research  work.

Andrzej Rachuba 
Chairman o f the Society o f History Lovers
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HOUSE, PROPERTY, CLIENT, SERVANT — REFLECTION 
OF THE EUROPEAN ELITES’ POSITION IN MATERIAL 

AND SOCIAL SPHERES (13th-19th Centuries)

On Septem ber 28 an d  29, 2006 the D epartm ent for the H istory of M aterial C ulture 
in the Middle Ages and  Early M odem  Tim es a t the In stitu te  of Archaeology and  
Ethnology of the  Polish Academy of Sciences in W arsaw  organised the first 
conference of th e  cycle Material Culture and Social History (13th-19th Centuries). 
The aim  of the first m eeting and  of the conferences th a t are to follow is to exam ine 
the  social h isto ry  of medieval and  early m odern E urope from the perspective of 
m aterial cu ltu re  conceived as a collection of carriers of social com m unication, to 
u se  the  w ords of the  in itiators of the conference, Monika S a c z y ń s k a  and  
M arcin R. P a u k .

The m ain  sub jec t of the Septem ber conference w as the  sp read  of cu ltu ra l 
m odels am ong the  elites. The organisers h ad  outlined four m ain questions to be 
d iscussed  by the  first session: the  role and  function  of represen ta tional residences 
in creating  an d  consolidating the social position of the  individual and  the family; 
the way in w hich movable an d  immovable property  w as u sed  by individuals to 
achieve social advancem ent and  gain prestige; the  conversion of m aterial goods 
into “social cap ita l”, th a t is, the form ation of inform al social ties based  on financial 
dependence; an d  the  way in w hich the new em erging social elites con tinued  and  
im itated  the lifestyles of the upper s tra ta . The papers read during  the conference 
frequently  w ent beyond the sub ject b u t a t the sam e tim e they did not fully satisfy 
the  partic ipan ts. This w as due to the extrem ely broad  chronological fram ew ork of 
the  debate  as well as to the  difficulty of defining elitism  and  its a ttribu tes , of 
defining the g roups w hich constitu te  the social elite in each period. Andrzej 
K l on d e r (Warsaw) who opened the debates, drew  a tten tion  to these problem s 
in h is brief, b u t extrem ely valuable speech on the  sources u sed  in research  on 
the sub jec ts outlined  by the organisers.

The first p a rt of the debates w as devoted to the way in w hich residences were 
u sed  to m anifest an  individual’s social position, an d  to the arch itec tu ra l so lu tions 
w hich reflected the  social asp ira tions of the  new elites. Ewa W ó ł k i e w i c z  
(Opole-W arsaw) p resen ted  the  organisation  of the residences of Wroclaw ord ina­
ries in the Middle Ages (Cook, Head Cook, Cup-bearer and Their Servants. The 
Organisation o f Wrocław Bishops’ Residences in the Late Middle Ages). In keeping 
w ith the definition th a t a residence is a  perm anen t dwelling-place in which 
rep resen ta tion  is com bined w ith practical functions, she p resen ted  the Ostrów 
T um ski (C athedral Isle) in Wroclaw, O tm uchów , Nysa, Ujazd and  Jełcz as the 
sea ts  of Wrocław b ishops. Judg ing  by the  reconstructib le  m id -15 th  cen tury  
itineraries of Wrocław b ishops, the  b ishops sp en t little tim e in Wrocław, staying 
in  O strów  T um ski only during  the holy days an d  the m eetings of the  G eneral 
C hapter. Wółkiewicz em phasised  th a t the  residences of the largest b ishops’ courts 
w ith m any officials (bailiff, cham berlain , tax-collector, cellarm an, m aste r cook, 
cook, jan itor) were a t O tm uchów , Wroclaw and  Nysa, b u t the frequency of the 
b ishops’ visits did no t depend on the  s tan d ard  of a residence b u t on each b ishop’s 
preferences. Rafał J a w o r s k i  (Piotrków Trybunalski) p resen ted  the  role of 
Piotrków Trybunalski, a  town w here Sejm sessions were held and  in w hich the 
king h ad  a residence from the  middle of the 15th century, in forging ties between 
rep resen tatives of the power elite (Between Necessity and Ostentation. M agnates’ 
Residences in Piotrków Trybunalski during the Jagiellonian Epoch). W hat led to 
the form ation of these ties w as the  necessity  of build ing or having a perm anen t 
residence in Piotrków and  its environs in order to partic ipate  in parliam en tary  
debates. 103 royal diplom as (including th ree originals) have survived in which 
the Jagiellons vested a  house, or a plot of land for building a  residence, on the
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dignitaries of the  Polish Kingdom. M ałgorzata C h o r o w s k a  (Wrocław) descri­
bed how the a rch itec tu re  of Silesian d u k es’ residences influenced the  Silesian 
b u rg h e rs’ u rb an  and  su b u rb an  houses in the Middle Ages (The Dukes and the 
Townspeople. The Influence Exerted by Feudal Residences on the Urban and  
Suburban Houses o f Townspeople in Silesia in the Middle Ages). The au th o r 
a sserted  th a t an  u rb an  house  (in the 13 th -15 th  centuries) w as modelled on 
a duke’s palacium  (the ducal palace a t Legnica served as a model). However, since 
th is is a  very vast subject, C horow ska succeeded in docum enting  h e r  theory only 
for the first period, the  13th century. The arch itecture  of a palacium  w as sim ilar 
to th a t of 13 th  cen tu ry  houses not only in general a rch itec tu ra l p rincip les (internal 
division, the height and  size of rooms) b u t also in details, an d  there  are also 
sim ilarities betw een the decorative an d  practical elem ents (e.g. w indow s which 
added additional light to high rooms). In h is paper (Everyone Is Building a Palace 
so I had one Constructed Too... The Palaces o f the Bourgeoisie in Polish Territories 
as an Expression o f Its Social Aspirations) Grzegorz P. B ą b i a k  (Warsaw) 
depicted the m agnificent 19th cen tu ry  residences of th e  bourgeoisie a s  a m anife­
sta tion  of th is new group’s asp ira tion  to ennoblem ent and  an  im itation  of the 
aristocracy. The construction  of sp lendid  town residences by p rom inen t m em bers 
of the bourgeoisie ( K r o n e n b e r g ,  P o z n a ń s k i ,  B l o c h ) ,  frequently n ea r their 
factories, residences w hich were m odelled on the palaces of m agnates and  
a ris tocra ts  in Poland (Rogalin, Łańcut) or in W estern Europe (Fontainebleau, 
Milan) w as a m anifestation  of the ir w ealth  and  a  symbol of the ir social asp irations. 
The bourgeois deliberately m ade the ir buildings an d  the ir in teriors a s  im pressive 
as possible. They w anted the ir sea ts  to look artistic , and  in order to m anifest their 
h igher asp ira tions they p u rch ased  valuable w orks of a rt an d  also sen t local a rtis ts  
to stu d y  in Italy, Paris and  Berlin. According to the au tho r, th e  palace as an  
elem ent of the bourgeoisie’s social transfo rm ations in Polish territo ries in the  19th 
cen tu ry  w as one of the signs of its polonisation, an  effect of th is  g roup ’s social 
aspiration , an  effect unprecedented  on a E uropean  scale and  typical of th is  region. 
In a paper New Palaces of J. J. Przebendowski and J. A. Czapski, Two Grand 
Treasurers of the Saxon Period, as Symbols o f Social Advancement, Jerzy  D y g ­
d a ł a  (Toruń) pointed  ou t th a t the political advance (on the scale of the  state) of 
represen tatives of local m agnates forced them  to far-reach ing  changes in b eh a ­
viour. An essen tia l elem ent of these  changes testifying to the  social advancem ent 
of p rosperous noblem en, the nouveaux riches, w as construction  of a new, im po­
sing palace. Przebendowski bu ilt su ch  a palace a t Oziemko n ea r G dańsk  (the 
palace w as com pleted in 1722 and  dem olished in 1880) and  C zapski bu ilt h is 
palaces a t Gziń n ear T oruń an d  in W arsaw. One of the  cham bers in th e  Gzin 
palace, the velvet room, a  bedroom  of an  im pressive size, cost C zapski 25,000 
zlotys.

The m ain sub ject d iscussed  in the  afternoon w as the m anifestation  of 
tow nspeople’s social asp ira tions from the  15th to the 18th century . Having 
analysed the  las t wills m ainly of in h ab itan ts  of the New Town of Prague in the 
15th an d  16th cen turies, K aterina J i š o v á  (Prague) ch aracterised  the  u rb an  
society of th a t tim e and  its elite in her paper Majetkové poměry pražských měšta nu 
v 15. Stoleti. According to the Czech researcher, in view of the to tal d isrup tion  of 
social h ierarchy  after the H ussite w ars, the only criterion of m em bersh ip  of the 
elite w as the financial criterion. The la s t wills are  an  excellent source for th is kind 
of research  for they m ake it possible to depict u rb a n  sociotopography by proso- 
pographical and  genealogical stu d ies  of tow nspeople; they also m ake it possible 
to learn  abou t the  m aterial s itua tion  of both  the  elites and  the lower g roups and 
su b -g ro u p s of town inhab itan ts . U rszula S o w i n a  (Warsaw) in h e r paper (The 
Three Wives of Piotr Wedelicjusz. A Study in the History o f Urban Property in Cracow 
in the First Half o f the 16th Century) p resen ted  the royal physician  Piotr Wedeli­
cjusz, professor a t Cracow University, who died in Cracow in 1543 during  the 
plague, w hich took a heavy toll of the  inh ab itan ts  (over 10,000). Piotr W edelicjusz 
w as appointed  royal physician  in 1532 and  owed h is social advancem ent and

http://rcin.org.pl



NEWS 297

financial position not only to h is p rofessorship  or the esta te  conferred on him  by 
King Sigism und the E lder b u t also to h is profitable m arriages th an k s  to w hich he 
becam e connected to Cracow’s m ost powerful pa tric ian  families. In a well con­
stru c ted  and  in teresting  paper E dm und  K i z i k  (Gdansk) described the 18th 
cen tu ry  laws w hich forbade servan ts in th is city to w ear articles of luxury  and  
show ed how the laws functioned in G dańsk. (The Functioning o f Gdansk Laws 
concerning Domestic Servants in the 18th Century). The first regulations (1705) 
concerning the u se  of luxury articles by dom estic servan ts did no t cause  an  
increase in trials b u t the  laws of 1734 and  1761 resu lted  in an  avalanche of court 
cases. The new laws forbade servan ts to w ear gold, silver and  m etal o rnam en ts, 
to trim  their d resses w ith silver, hem  their garm en ts w ith fur and  lace, to have 
d resses of silk and  coloured wool, and  to dye the ir hair. It w as m ainly wom en who 
failed to comply w ith the  law (sources m ention only two cases of sanc tions against 
m en, in 1706 and  1763); they could be reprim anded  or fined, the fine usually  
am ounting  to a half of the value of the  forbidden piece of garm ent or ornam ent. 
Persons who consistently  broke the an ti-luxu ry  regulations were im prisoned. As 
cou rt records show, servan ts resorted  to all k inds of m eans to escape p u n ish m en t 
and  preserve the luxurious article. They spoke ab o u t family celebrations as an  
excuse, pleaded their m aste rs  for in tercession , asked  the  court to let them  off, 
they  also cheated  or failed to appear in court w hen sum m oned, w ithout paying 
the  fine they had  been sen tenced  to pay. In sum m ing  up  Kizik said  th a t the 
an ti-lu xu ry  regulations in G dańsk  were no t a dead letter, they were strictly  carried 
out, w hich s treng thened  the ir repressive character.

In the forenoon session  on Friday M onika S a c z y ń s k a  (Warsaw) dealt 
w ith the question  of private devotion in the Middle Ages, th a t is w ith papal 
privileges referring to portable a lta rs  (Private Sacral Space — Portable Altars in 
Late-Medieval Poland). In h e r view, the privileges reflected the elites’ asp ira tion  
to dem onstra te  the ir position no t only in the  religious b u t also in the  social sphere. 
Private devotion, the celebration of m ass on a portable altar, w as one of the 
religious practices exercised by the  Jagiellons in the 15th and  16th centuries. 
Many represen tatives of the  elite of th a t tim e spared  no effort to obtain  the  pope’s 
perm ission to have a portable altar, w hich would have allowed them  to h ea r m ass 
du ring  a journey  or in the ir own castle. According to Saczyńska, they endeavoured 
to ob tain  the papal privilege no t only in order to fulfil the du ty  of hearing  m ass 
w hen they could no t go to church . Religious m otives were only one of the  reasons 
for the ir endeavours. The gaining of the  papal privilege enhanced  the ir prestige 
and  w as regarded as proof of the ir religiousness.

In a paper Parades, Carriages, Boards... Studies on the Level o f Life o f Roman 
Catholic Bishops in 18th Century Poland, D ariusz G ł ó w k a  (Warsaw) outlined 
the s ta te  of research  on the  life s tan d a rd s  of Rom an Catholic b ishops in Poland 
in the 18th century. The s ta tu s  and  prestige of the b ishops w as constan tly  
em phasised  no t only by the  fact th a t they celebrated  m ass b u t also because they 
presided over ch u rch  cerem onies (weddings, bap tism s funerals of im portan t 
personages or their relatives, royal coronations), partic ipa ted  in ru ling  the  s ta te  
th rough  the ir m em bership  of the S enate  (particularly  im portan t were the  solem n 
en tries opening parliam en tary  debates), carried  o u t activities connected w ith their 
adm inistrative du ties and  the m anagem ent of the ir diocese (ingress, adm in is tra ­
tion of holy orders, adm in is tra tion  of the sacram en t of confirm ation, consecra­
tions, partic ipation  in synods, inspections); they owed their prestige also to their 
appearance  and  the equipm ent of their residence. In conclusion Główka said  th a t 
the behaviour and  activity of 18th cen tu ry  b ishops w as a constan t balancing 
betw een religious practices and  piety on the  one h an d  an d  pom p and  su m p tu o u s  
life on the  other.

In h is paper The Furniture and Interior Equipment in Manor Houses in Great 
Poland in the 18th Century: the Material Frames of Private and Social Space, 
Jaro sław  D u m a n o w s k i  (Toruń) show ed on the  basis  of inventories to w hat 
extent the interior equ ipm ent of noblem en’s sea ts  in 18th cen tury  G reat Poland
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w as a m anifestation  of their social s ta tu s . Noblemen m anifested  the ir s ta tu s  
outside their hom es, in the public sphere, by the ir garm en ts  an d  arm am en ts, 
while the  elites b u ilt their s ta tu s  and  position ra th e r  in the  private space: by 
in terior decorations, the  kind, num ber, quality an d  price of articles of daily use , 
including the fu rn itu re , which testified to the prestige, w ealth  an d  position  of each 
family. Leszek K a j z e r  (Łódź) dealt w ith the h isto ry  of the  foundation  of the 
chu rch  a t S trońsk  on the River W arta to show how  the  feudal lords in the  first 
half of the  13th cen tu ry  m anifested their au thority  (Between Łęczyca and Chrzą- 
stów, or Who, When and Why Built the Church at Strońsk). According to Kajzer the 
brick, late R om anesque church  a t S trońsk  w as founded by the  Sandom ierz 
castellan  Mściwój of the  Pobóg family, who w as twice voivode of Łęczyca. The 
political situa tion  after the dea th  of Konrad of Mazovia an d  the  new  political 
relations forced Mściwój to get rid of h is Łęczyca es ta te s  an d  settle  in  the  esta te s  
on the W arta river. Mściwój founded the chu rch  in o rder to build  the  prestige of 
h is family in the new  social environm ent and  to m anifest h is  position. M arcin R. 
P a u k  (Warsaw) analysed  the ways u sed  by Czech lords in the  Middle Ages to 
m anifest the ir position (“.. Jam a gloria, curia ac ingens fam ilia”. The Servants and  
Knightly Clients of  Czech Lords in the 13th and Early 14th Centuries). The speaker 
pointed ou t th a t the  problem s connected with the definition of the te rm s “clien­
tage” an d  “clientage tie s” found in Czech lite ra tu re  are due to the  insufficient 
source base. K nights of a lower social order, dependent on a n  influential patron , 
were called druho b u t in Latin diplom as am biguous term s miles an d  homo w ith 
the possessive p ronoun  meus, suus were frequently used . P auk  h ad  analysed  
concrete cases of feudal dependence (the m ost p rom inen t represen ta tives of the 
powerful Czech elite in the 13th century), w hich enabled  him  to draw  general 
conclusions. First, it w as one of the m ost essen tia l factors of the Czech lo rds’ 
political significance an d  social im portance in 13th cen tu ry  Bohem ia to have 
clients, th a t is a group of dependent knights; the ties of dependence h a d  various 
forms b u t they always m ean t economic subord ination  to a powerful lord. This 
m aterial dependence usua lly  assum ed  one of the following th ree forms: the 
kn igh ts lived on the  lord’s esta te  (they were rem unera ted  for the ir services by 
conferm ent of property), they were given service esta tes  of the  benefice type for 
carrying o u t specified services, or they could be given hered itary  rem unera tion  
sim ilar from the  legal point of view to th a t of a fief.

The papers read  during  th a t first m eeting were sum m ed u p  by M arta 
M ł y n a r s k a - K a l e t y n o w a  (Warsaw) who stressed  th a t the  elites’ inclination  
to m anifest their prestige was a tim eless question. She also drew  a tten tion  to the 
fact th a t the  vast chronological fram ew ork of the conference m ade it im possible 
to ra ise  som e im portan t problem s, for instance, the foundation  of towns by 
powerful families. M łynarska-K aletynow a proposed th a t in the  fu tu re  the ch ro ­
nological fram ew ork of th e  debates should  be narrow ed or th a t the debates shou ld  
be divided into medieval an d  early m odern parts , so th a t ou t of the m osaic created  
during  the inaugu ra ting  session there m ay arise a cross-sectional outline of the 
ways in  w hich the elites m anifested the ir position in E urope’s m aterial and  social 
sphere.

Olga Miriam Przybyłowicz
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TIME IN CULTURE AND SOCIAL LIFE

On O ctober 30, 2006 th e  Po lish-H ungarian  Com m ission held a m eeting a t the 
In stitu te  of H istory of the  Polish Academy of Sciences in W arsaw  to d iscu ss  the 
question  of tim e in cu ltu re . The pap ers  and  com m uniqués read  during  th e  m eeting 
dealt w ith diversified, w ide-ranging issues, covering hu n d red s of years: from the 
Middle Ages to contem porary  tim es.

The first p a rt of th e  conference concerned periodisation an d  the way in w hich 
the  passage of tim e w as perceived in  the  Middle Ages and  the early m odem  period. 
E ndre S a s h a l m i  (B udapest) spoke ab o u t eschatology an d  the  influence of 
C hris tian  religion on  the  concept of time. Károly K a p r o n c z a y  (B udapest) and  
Andrzej K a r p i ń s k i  (Warsaw) d iscussed  the  length of qu a ran tin e  in the  early 
m odem  period. Andrzej W y c z a ń s k i  (Warsaw) evaluated the  skill in  counting  
m anifested by the m em bers of Little Poland’s 16th cen tury  vetting com m ission.

In h is paper The Various Kinds o f Future in the 19th Century Maciej 
J a n o w s k i  (Warsaw) in troduced  the partic ipan ts  to the  19th and  2 0 th  c e n tu ­
ries. Two research  categories could be clearly d is tinguished  in the nex t papers: 
“work tim e” and  “free tim e”. In h is paper Work Time —  Free Time. The Way Social 
Time Arose in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries Peter G r a n a s z t ó j  
(B udapest) pointed  o u t th a t these  categories h ad  come to life relatively late and  
were connected w ith the  process of industria lisation , in particu la r w ith the 
em ergence of h ired  labour, w hich m ade it possible clearly to sep ara te  free tim e 
from work time. In trad itional societies and  p ea san t com m unities b o th  categories 
interm ingled and  supp lem en ted  each  other. Rest, en terta inm en t, recreation  were 
know n b u t they were no t defined as time free of work. I th in k  th a t a  linguistic 
d igression is n ecessary  here. In Polish the term  “free tim e” covers two different 
phenom ena w hich have two te rm s in both  E nglish and  French: fr e e  time and  
leisure and  le temps libre and  libre. The first term  refers to the  length  of tim e and  
its p a rts  p resen ted  in quan tita tive  m easures, clock time, hou rs  an d  m inu tes; the 
second term  denotes a u n it m ade up  of unproductive activities, the  w ay of life, 
lifestyle. E lżbieta T a r k o w s k a  (Warsaw) read  a paper entitled Changes in Social 
Time in Poland — Local and Global Elements in w hich she s tre ssed  th a t in 
sociological research  carried  o u t in the 1970s, work, social activity, the  reading 
of books and  periodicals, a tten d an ce  a t cinem a and  theatre , the w atching of 
television, listening to m usic, sport, religious practice and  id leness were all 
included  in “free tim e”. Twenty years later, in the  1990s, researchers  added  work 
in secu la r and  religious societies to the Poles’ free time. The stu d ies  on  the  Poles’ 
free tim e had  been criticised by sociologists engaged in research  on social time. 
They pointed ou t th a t there  w as no su ch  th ing  a s  one type of social tim e or one 
type of free time, th a t these  categories depended on social divisions, sex, perm a­
n e n t residence, etc. The rich an d  the poor, m en an d  women, employed and  
unem ployed people, persons living in  sm all tow ns and  those living in a m etropolis 
h a d  a  different tim e rhythm . Sociologists stressed  th a t it w as n ecessary  to 
d is tingu ish  the various types of social time an d  th a t th is  shou ld  be the  s ta rting  
po in t for fu rther analyses. T arkow ska em phasised  th a t free time sh o u ld  not be 
regarded by sociologists a s  physical, quantita tive time. Free tim e is above all an  
elem ent of everyday life’s cultu re .

Free time in th is definition w as referred to by h isto rians: Tom asz S m u l e ­
ws k i (Warsaw) in th e  paper The Free Time o f Polish Elites in the 19th Century 
an d  M agdalena G a w i n  (Warsaw) in Holiday at the Seaside — The Rest of Polish 
Elites from  the End o f the 19th Century to the Interwar Years. Sm ulew ski 
em phasised  th a t research  on free time m ade it possible no t only to reco n stru c t 
th e  lifestyle and  m entality  of a social group b u t also to g rasp  the specific relations 
existing  w ithin a group and  its con tac ts with o ther social s tra ta . G aw in pointed
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ou t th a t at the end of the 19th cen tu ry  there w as a d istinct disproportion betw een 
the  mythologised “free tim e” in the m oun ta ins (Zakopane w as the sea t of artistic  
bohem ia, the cradle of Young Poland’s poetry an d  art, the scene of m any thea tre  
plays and  novels) an d  the s ta tic  bourgeois “free tim e” in seaside (mainly Germ an) 
resorts . R est a t the seaside could n o t be m ythologised un til the in terw ar years, 
not only because it w as th en  th a t m odern laws were adopted  (paid holidays) b u t 
also because of a specific com bination  of the Polish s ta te ’s deliberate activity with 
the  ran k  and  file social initiative striving to m odernise the  strip  of Polish 
Pom erania. The phenom enon of prew ar Ju ra ta , a  tow n built from scra tch  for the 
elite, for personages from public life, a rtis ts , w riters an d  politicians, reflects the 
em ergence of a new tim e an d  mythological space.

The two las t papers, read  by Błażej B r z o s t e k  (Warsaw) (The Times o f the 
Polish People’s Republic) an d  by Maciej K o ź m i ń s k i  also from W arsaw  (The 
Year 1956 in the Perspective of  Half a Century), concerned recen t history. C an the 
tu rn in g  points know n from political h istory  satisfy social h is to rian s?  C an the 
category of “m odern isation” u sed  in the  period of the  Polish People’s Republic 
constitu te  the basis  for a new periodisation? To w hat extent are the concepts of 
industria lisation  an d  m odern isation  identical or how  do they differ from each 
o ther? W hat did the  1956 revolution in H ungary m ean for the successive 
generations of H ungarians and  Poles? W hat does it sym bolise now? W hat is the 
place of the events of 1956 in contem porary  H ungary’s political n arra tion?  The 
au th o rs  tried to throw  light on these  an d  related  questions.

The an im ated  d iscussion  w hich followed each paper show ed th a t even after 
the  postm odern ist wave of criticism  w hich h as  questioned  chronology as the axis 
of h istorical narra tion  h is to rian s are  still very sensitive to the question  of tu rn ing  
points, p eriodisation, to the causes and  sequence of events. The changing 
in terp re ta tions of the m ost im portan t events in the  h istory  of o u r continen t, to 
m ention the French Revolution, show  th a t h is to rian s’ w orks are  no t fully objective 
because  they are testim onies to the  tim es in w hich they were w ritten, because 
they b ear the im pact of th a t time.

Magdalena Gawin
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