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THE CONFERENCE ON BENEDYKT ZIENTARA’S PLACE 
IN POLISH HISTORIOGRAPHY

In connection with the 70th  anniversary  of the b irth  and  fifteenth of the death  of 
the em inent h isto rian  Benedykt Z ientara (15.6 .1928-11.5 .1983) the H istorical 
Institu te  of W arsaw University and  the Young H istorians’ “Soclates V istu lana” 
Society organised a  conference a t the H istorical Institu te  on November 17, 1998. 
The conference was a ttended  by m any represen tatives of W arsaw  h is to rians, 
persons represen ting  o ther Polish academ ic cen tres. In p articu lar Cracow and  
Białystok, a s  well a s  friends and  m em bers of the family of the p rom inent historian . 
The objective of the session  w as to shed light on the role played by Benedykt 
Zien ta ra ’s w orks in the stud ies conducted  by young m edievalists; th is is why the 
papers p resen ted  at the session were w ritten  by young h is to rian s an d  even 
s tu d en ts .

The session w as opened by the D irector of the  H istorical Institu te  of W arsaw 
University, Bronisław  Nowak (Warsaw), who on the basis  of h is own experience 
portrayed Benedykt Z ientara as a  h is to rian , populariser of knowledge an d  m an. 
He also p resen ted  Z ientara’s p lans w hich, unfortunate ly , were not carried  out. 
The inaugura l paper w as read by M arek B arańsk i (Warsaw), who characterised  
the scholarly  work of h is M aster, pointing  ou t the different lines of Z ientara’s 
research  an d  h is m ethods. He also d iscussed  Z ien tara’s m any  foreign contac ts, 
in particu lar those w ith G erm an h is to rians, and  em phasised  the great influence 
exerted on Z ientara by M arian M ałowisťs sem inars w hich shaped  m any genera­
tions of Polish h isto rians.

Three papers were read in the first pa rt of the session, which w as presided 
over by M arla Bogucka. Krzysztof Kowalewski (Warsaw) read a  paper Socio-Eco­
nomic Changes in the Middle Ages in B en ed yk t Zientara’s Interpretation. He showed 
how the great h is to rian ’s in terests  evolved from economic history  to social history  
and  finally to political history, and  how from an  analysis of m inor questions he 
passed  on to a  syn thesis  of general issues. A neta Pieniądz (Warsaw) read  a  
com m uniqué Popularisation of  History in B en ed yk t Z ientara’s  Scholarly Achieve­
m ents. She em phasised  th a t Z ientara h ad  a ttached  g reat im portance to the 
popularisation  of h is to rian s’ achievem ents am ong non-academ ic circles. She also 
recalled th a t in the preface to the book Henry the B earded and  His Time, Z ientara 
w arned again ts the danger of In terest in h istory  being confined to a  narrow  circle 
of specialists. Maciej Wilamowski (Cracow) dealt w ith an  Im portant issue  which 
h ad  a ttrac ted  Benedykt Z ientara’s a tten tion , nam ely, the form ation of na tions and 
of a  proper terminology (B enedykt Zientara’s as a Researcher o f National Ties in 
the Middle A ges). This w as a  them e w hich th readed  its  way th rough  all of 
Z ien tara’s stud ies, the crown of h is work being the work The D awn o f European  
Nations, published  posthum ously.

The debates of the second part of the conference were presided over by 
Andrzej Wyrobisz. Paweł Żmudzki (Warsaw) presen ted  Z ientara a s  a  biographer 
(Man as the Subject o f History or the Biography o f Prince Henry the B earded in 
B enedyk t Zientara’s Interpretation). He pointed ou t th a t Z ientara’s study , which 
h ad  its roots in S tanisław  Sm olka’s scholarly  achievem ents, w as innovatory; it 
p resen ted  all the  issues of Henry the B earded’s epoch an d  a t the sam e time, 
th a n k s  to its form, w as addressed  to readers who were no t necessarily  professional 
h is to rians. A particu larly  lively d iscussion  followed the paper by Maciej Zdanek 
(Cracow) Religion. Religiousness. The Church in B enedyk t Zientara’s Writings. He
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em phasised  th a t a t flrst the C hurch  did not play a  major role in B enedykt 
Z ien tara’s studies; later he exam ined it from two different points of view: a s  an  
ideology an d  a s  an  historical phenom enon. In h is last w ritings Z ientara trea ted  
religion a s  an  im portan t causative factor in history. The speakers who took p a rt 
in the d iscussion  w hich followed Zdanek’s paper raised the question  of M arxist 
ideology not only In Z ientara’s w orks b u t also in the stud ies of o ther post-w ar 
h is to rians. Rafał Jaw orski (Warsaw) presen ted  a com m uniqué Old R ussia  in 
B en ed yk t Zientara’s Research  in which h e d iscussed  the em inent h is to rian ’s 
inextensive syn thesis Old Russia. Despotism  and  Democracy , which w as free of 
stereotypes and prejudices despite the fact th a t it w as published  clandestinely. 
Jaw orsk i also recalled o ther m inor R uthenian  and  R ussian  them es in Z ien tara’s 
earlier works.

The debates were sum m ed up  by Henryk Samsonowicz, who pointed ou t th a t 
B enedykt Z ientara, though shaped  by the trad ition  of 19th cen tu ry  Polish 
h istoriography, avoided its w eaknesses. Despite h is w ar experiences, he succee­
ded in overcom ing prejudices, and  in h is works sought to p resen t Polish-G erm an 
relations objectively. Samsonowicz em phasised  th a t Z ientara wrote In a clear lucid 
language. He said  it w as a p leasure to see th a t the work of th is prom inent h isto rian  
w as still alive despite the  passage of time, and  th a t it w as an  inspiration  for the 
youngest generations of Polish medievalists.

D uring a  b reak  in the debates, an  exhibition show ing the life an d  scholarly 
achievem ents of Benedykt Z ientara w as opened a t the University. It p resen ted  
m any photographs, docum ents, m anuscrip ts an d  rem em brances of the em inent 
h isto rian .

K rzysztof Skwierczyński

POLISH AND LITHUANIAN CULTURE 
IN HISTORY IDENTITY AND COEXISTENCE

The E uropean  Heritage Centre of the In ternational Centre of C ulture organised a 
conference in Cracow from 15th to 17th O ctober 1998. The papers read a t the 
conference were arranged  in them atic an d  chronological order. The first general 
stu d ies  concerned the period before Poland’s partitions; the sub jects d iscussed  
on the last day of the conference were closer to contem porary tim es, b u t a  squaring  
u p  of accoun ts and  prognoses predom inated  during  the final debate.

After the opening of the debates, J . W y r o z u m s k i  (Cracow) read an  
in troductory  paper on the road which had  led to the agreem ent a t Krevo and  the 
transition  from the legacy of the las t Piast kings to Jagiellonlan  Poland. The next 
speakers dealt w ith cu ltu re  during  the C hristian isation  of L ithuania and  the two 
coun tries’ union. J . B a r d a c h  (Warsaw) d iscussed  the reception of L ithuanian  
law in Poland. The stud ies by W yrozumski and  B ardach were a  kind of c lasp  
connecting  the papers read during the inauguration  of the conference. K. C z y ­
że ws k i ’s (Sejny) strongly em otional paper on the sp iritual cu ltu re  of Vilnius w as 
ra th e r of a  literary  character.

Ju ra tę  Kia u p i e n e (Vilnius) opened the afternoon session by an  analysis 
of the L ithuanian  nobility’s political cu ltu re  in the 16th century; th is is a  subject 
w hich deserves a  detailed study  and  a  precise definition of L ithuan ian  identity a t 
th a t time. A related  question  w as raised  b y  T. W a s i l e w s k i  (Warsaw), who 
d iscussed  the origin and  national consciousness of the Polish population in the 
G rand D uchy of L ithuania from the Union of Lublin to the Ja n u a ry  Rising of 1863 
an d  the beginning of L ithuan ia’s national revival. M. K o s m a  n  (Poznań) p resen ­
ted the place of P ro testan tism  in L ithuan ia’s na tional cu ltu re  from the beginning 
of the  16th cen tu ry  to the end of the In ter-w ar period. L. K o r c z a k  (Cracow) 
described the role played by religious custom s In the survival of na tional identity. 
Polish readers will undoubtedly  be In terested  in the views presented  by E. M e ­
l i u s  (Vilnius) in h is paper on the ethnic affiliation of the inh ab itan ts  of V ilnius
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and their loyalty to the au thorities du ring  the w ar against Moscow In the middle 
of the 17th cen tu ry  because they know th is period from Henryk Slenklewlcz’s 
novels.

On the second day of the conference G in tau tas S l l e s o r i u n a s  (Vilnius) 
spoke abou t the Influence of changes In the s tru c tu re  of the L ithuanian  elite on 
the G rand D uchy’s relations with Poland. L. B e d n a r c z u k  (Cracow) raised 
linguistic questions (Linguistic Contacts and  Conßicts in the Grand D uchy) and 
S. A l e k s a n d r o w i c z  (Toruń) recalled the figure of Józef Naronowlcz-Naroń ski, 
au th o r of m aps of L ithuania and  P russia  ln the 17th century . The refelctlons of 
Leon B r o d o w s k i  (Warsaw) on the Lith u a n isatlon  of Polish cu ltu re  refered to 
the world of politics and  political Journalism .

The papers th a t followed concerned the time of partitions and  la ter days 
w hen Poland and  L ithuania regained Independence. H. D y l ą g o w a  (Warsaw) 
spoke abou t the place of the G rand D uchy of L ithuania in the Poles’ consciousness 
in the 19th and  20 th  cen turies. The partitions did not close the h isto ry  of the 
Polish-L ithuanian  Com m onwealth; the Com m onwealth con tinued  to live in the 
m inds of its inh ab itan ts  and  even becam e pa rt of the fairy -land  history  adopted 
by the m odern Polish nation , which also included the peasan try ; the fate of th a t 
c lass on the Vilija and  the lower Nemen w as different, hence the split and  even 
conflicts betw een the historic L ithuanian  and  the ethnic L ithuanian . O ther 
au th o rs  raised  some detailed questions, e.g. D. S t a l i u n a s  and R. M i k n y s  
(Vilnius) focused atten tion  on Adam Honory Kirkor, a  L ithuanian  Pole torn 
betw een loyalty to the nation  and  the s ta te  (the question  should  also be viewed 
from the Polish perspective if the right conclusions are to be drawn). P ranas 
J a n a u s k a s  dealt w ith the Polish Military O rganisation (POW) in K aunas and  
asked  w hether its m em bers were citizens of the old G rand D uchy or tra ito rs. But 
let u s  m ake things clear: w hat w as it th a t they were supposed  to betray  — their 
fa therland  or a new sta te , L ithuania?

M any controversial questions arose w hen the debate focused on the 20th  
century , b u t the partic ipan ts knew how to control their feelings. W hen reference 
w as m ade to som e grotesque incidents, su ch  a s  W ładysław Jagiełło’s “tria l” held 
in the w aiting-room  of tłie Koszedary railway sta tion  ln 1930, a trial w hich ended 
with a h a rsh  verdict on th a t p rom inent politician and  m onarch, the L ithuan ian  
guests  argued th a t the incident w as not know n to the general public. B ut the fact 
is th a t it did take place and  th a t it testified to the wide spread  of an ti-Jag iellon ian  
an d  an ti-U nion  feelings in L ithuania betw een the two w ars. C ontem porary 
L ithuan ian  h is to rian s point ou t th a t in the in ter-w ar period serious researchers 
drew a tten tion  also to the m onarch’s m erits. The canonisation  fairy-tale cu rren t 
is a  th ing  of the p ast in Polish historiography; it is a  settlem ent of accoun ts with 
our own p as t th a t p redom inates in contem porary  Polish stud ies.

This a ttitude  can  also be seen in L ithuania, a s  w as proved a t the conference 
by B ronius G enze l i s’s (Vilnius) balanced  paper based  on h istorical facts and 
the a u th o r’s political experience. Genzells’s paper, which bore the significant title 
A  C hange in Psychological A ttitudes: the Poles Are Our Enemies, the Poles Are Our 
Friends, stood in con trast with som e opinions of younger researchers. More 
optim istic w as the concluding paper read  by J a n  W i d a c k i  (Cracow), Poland’s 
form er am bassado r to L ithuania. It had  three question  m arks in its title: Polish? 
Lithuanian? Joint?

On the eve of the conference Ju liu sz  B a r d a c h  published  an  essay  entitled 
The Republic of  the Two Nations. A  History o f Poland’s Union with Lithuania up to 
the End o f the 18th Century. The au th o r expresses a  high opinion of the union 
betw een the two sta tes: “The Polish-L ithuanian  un ion  ... w as an  o u ts tand ing  
achievem ent, not because of its u n iqueness  b u t because it lasted  such  a long time 
... It now constitu tes  a com m on h istorical legacy of the Poles, L ithuan ians, 
U krain ians an d  B elarussians. As time goes on an d  the d istance separa ting  u s  
from the  union increases, the evaluations of the union become more and  more
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balanced  its  favourable effects are beginning to be appreciated  also by o ther 
n a tions of the old C om m onw ealth”.

Marceli Kosman

THE HISTORY OF THE PRESS IN GREAT POLAND

A conference of the cycle devoted to the history of the press In Great Poland w as 
organised by the In s titu te  of Political Sciences and  Jou rnalism  a t the Social 
Sciences D epartm ent of the Adam Mickiewicz University In Poznań  on February  
27, 1998. A volume contain ing  full versions of the papers read during  the 
conference w as obtainable during  the debates (Z dziejów  prasy  wielkopolskiej 
XIX-XX w ieku (A History of  Great Poland’s Press in the 19th and 20th Centuries), 
collective work ed. by Marceli K o s m a n ,  vol. IV, Poznań 1998, 197 pp.).

These cyclic conference p resen t the resu lts  of m any years of stud ies. They 
are  to help  produce a general outline of the h istory  of the p ress In the region of 
G reat Poland. For a  h is to rian  the appearance of the p ress m ean t access to a  w ealth 
of Inform ation, previously sca ttered  and  fragm entary, though the value of th is 
inform ation na tu ra lly  varied. The press gives the basic m aterial for stud ies on 
p ropaganda an d  political cu ltu re . The p lanned  outline of G reat Poland’s p ress 
h isto ry  will be no less Im portan t th an  such  com pendia a s  The History o f Great 
Poland (Poznań 1969-1973, two extensive volum es brough t u p  to 1918), Science 
in Great Poland in the Past and  Today  (Poznań 1973) and  Great Poland’s Biographic 
Dictionary (Poznań 1981). Q uestions concerning the press are also d iscussed  in 
m onographs dealing w ith G reat Poland’s m ain tow ns, in particu lar Poznań (4 
volum es b rough t u p  to 1939), Gniezno an d  Kalisz. B ut the subject still requires 
thorough research  into sources.

The program m e of th is  research  w as p resen ted  a t the first sym posium  of the 
cycle, w hich took place in the h istoric L ubrański hall (Small Assembly Hall) of 
Poznań University on D ecem ber 8 an d  9, 1994. The lecturers presen ted  the 
sources they h ad  exam ined (e.g. the Poznań archives concerning the history  of 
the  press), the  trends reflected in the p ress du ring  the period of partitions, various 
issu es ra ised  by them  in their stud ies, e.g. the way R ussian  questions and  the 
personage of Józef P iłsudski were dealt w ith In the m ost popular dailies, and  the 
significance of the s tu d ies  for research  Into the h istory  of the region. The m ateria ls 
from th is conference are  contained  in volume I of Z dziejów prasy  wielkopolskiej 
(A History o f Great Poland’s Press), Poznań 1994, 190 pp.).

The m ateria ls In the second volum e (II, 1995, 164 pp.) concern the role played 
by the p ress in the Integration of Polish territories during  the period of Poland’s 
captivity (1795-1918), after the reb irth  of Poland and  during  the recent period of 
post-1 989  changes (including d isin tegrating  effects). Volume III, 1996, 214 pp. 
con ta in s stu d ies  on links betw een the press and literature; it w as prepared to 
com m em orate the 75th  ann iversary  of the estab lishm en t of the Poznań b ranch  
of the Polish W riters’ Union. The artic les In volume III d iscuss the reception of the 
w orks of the em inent novelist H enryk S i e n k i e w i c z ,  Nobel prize w inner. In the 
Poznań p ress du ring  the period of partitions; they also p resen t the literary 
weeklies pub lished  in Poznań, the opinions expressed in the press an d  satirical 
papers  on G reat Poland’s Journalists, w riters and  literary experts. The volume 
opens w ith an  encyclopaedic outline of the h istory  of G reat Poland’s p ress from 
1794 to 1939.

Nine papers were read at the latest conference. These were: Halina T u m o l ·  
s k a ’s (Kalisz) The Weekly “Kaliszanin” as a Source fo r  Research into the Life of 
Polish Provinces in 1870-1873; Bogumiła K o s m a n ’s (Bydgoszcz-Poznań) The 
Ties Linking Ignacy K raszew ski (1812-1887) with Great Poland’s Press. Program­
me fo r a  Monograph; Jerzy K o n i e c z n y ’s (Bydgoszcz) Poznań's “Tygodnik Polski” 
(1904-1905). A Forgotten Press Initiative of the Polish League in Prussian Poland; 
Marceli K o s m a n ’s (Poznań) Celebrations in Honour of Henryk Sienkiewicz in 
1916 and 1924 in the Accounts of Poznan’s  Press; Władysław Gil l ’s (Poznań) The
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Local Press of  Krotoszyn 1919-1939 as a Source to the History of  the Town and  
Region; Żaneta P o l o w c z y k ’s (Poznań) The Question of the Wilno Region in 
“Kurier Poznański” in 1918-1922; Joanna W o j c i e c h ’s (Wrocław) The Silesian 
Rising in Great Poland’s Press in the Light of “Kurier Poznański”; Jacek S o b ­
c z a k 's (Poznan) The 1927 Concordat betw een the Apostolic See and the Lithu­
anian Republic in the Opinion of the Polish Press; Wojciech A d a m c z y k ’s (Łódź- 
Poznań) The Development of Local and Sublocal Media in Poland after 1989.

Volume IV of the History o f Great Poland’s Press h a s  been dedicated to the 
p rom inent researcher of 20 th  cen tu ry  press, J a n  Z a ł u b s k i ,  on h is 65 th  
birthday. The next conference of the cycle Is p lanned  to be held In the middle of
1999, an d  after 2000 readers should  receive a  general outline of the h istory  of the 
press in G reat Poland, a region which w as the cradle of the Polish sta te  and  which 
played an  im portan t role in all Poland’s history.

Marceli Kosman

CRISES IN POLISH-RUSSIAN RELATIONS 
DURING THE EARLY MODERN ERA

An in te rna tiona l scientific session on Crisis in Polish-Russian Relations from  the 
Sixteenth to the E nd o f E ighteenth Century w as held on 19-20 O ctober 1998 a t the 
Institu te  of H istory a t the Polish Academy of Sciences. The texts of the p resen ted  
eleven p ap e rs  an d  three com m uniqués, dealing w ith select problem s from the 
history  of rela tions betw een the Com m onwealth of the gentry and  the tsa ris t s ta te , 
were frequently  based  on earlier u n u sed  sources, both  from R ussian  and  Polish 
archives.

The first day of the debates s ta rted  w ith a  p resen ta tion  of a  paper by 
M argerita E. B y c h k o v a  (Moscow) on the m u tu a l im pact of the cu ltu res  of both 
s ta tes  du ring  the six teen th  an d  seventeen th  cen turies. The au th o r describes the 
role played by Poland a s  an  in term ediary  in the assim ilation of W estern E uropean 
cu ltu re  by Muscovy, an d  the shap ing  of the image of R ussia in the W est. Much 
a tten tion  Is paid  to the visit of ts a r  Alexy M ikhailovitch in Vilno in 1655. In the 
opinion of the au th o r, th is w as a  period of intensive influence exerted by Polish 
cu ltu re  upon  R ussian  elites and , sim ultaneously , a  time w hich intensified the 
convictions harboured  by the tsa r abou t the peril encroaching from the West. The 
ensu ing  d iscussion  drew a tten tion  to the fact th a t the au tho r failed to m ention 
other rou tes  of the transm ission  of W estern cu ltu re  to R ussia (G dansk, Livonia) 
as  well a s  neglected the political and  m ilitary circum stances of the ts a r’s stay  In 
the Com m onw ealth.

Hieronim  G r a l a  (Warsaw) read a  paper entitled Panowie rada i bojarzy 
dum scy m iędzy  wojną a pokojem. Poglądy elit na charakter wojen polsko-m oskie- 
w skich w  XVI w. (The Lords o f the Council and  the Boyars o f the Duma in the Period 
betw een  War and  Peace. Views o f the Elites on the Character o f Polish-M uscovy 
Wars in the Sixteenth Century). In a  proposed thesis abou t sim ilarities between 
the L ithuan ian  and  Muscovy political class, the a u th o r outlines the view held by 
those elites ab o u t the reasons for co n stan t conflicts betw een Vilno and  Muscovy. 
Reflecting on the possibilities of avoiding such  conflicts, Grala indicates asso rted  
sources of pacifistic a ttitu d es  on both  sides of the border. He also devotes 
considerable a tten tion  to p ropaganda in ten t on Justifying the rights of Muscovy 
to L ithuan ian  lands. The sum m ary  stresses, i .a. the significance of the un ions of 
Lublin an d  Brześć for the in tensification  of differences betw een those elites, which 
previously understood  each o ther so well.

In Ivan Grozniy v trudakh polskikh istorikov XVI v. (Ivan the Terrible in the 
Works o f Polish Sixteenth-century Hstorians) Inna P. S t a r o s t l n a  (Moscow) 
considers predominantly the origin and contens of Spraw y wielkiego księcia 
m oskiew skiego (Affairs of the Grand Duke of Muscovy). The following author — 
Aleksander V. V i n o g r a d o v  (Moscow) — d iscusses diplomatic relations be­
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tw een the Com m onwealth an d  R ussia  together w ith Crim ea, as well a s  the  m u tua l 
conflicts of the In terests p u rsu ed  by the two sta tes.

The paper by Nikolai M. Ro g o z hi n  (Moscow) and Dmitrly V. L l s a y t s e v  
(Moscow), entitled  Poyavlieniye novikh traditsiy v russkoy diplomatiyi nachala  XVII 
v. (The Emergence o f N ew  Traditions in Russian Diplomacy a t the Beginning o f the 
Seventeenth  Century), portrays changes In the diplom atic praxis of the tsa ris t 
s ta te  an d  its new trends, w ith p articu la r em phasis on the Sm uta.

R elations between the G rand  D uchy of L ithuania and , subsequently , the 
Com m onwealth and  R ussia  are  exam ined in a  paper by Zbigniew W ó j c i k  
(Warsaw): Na przełomie s tosunków  Polski z państw em  m oskiew skim  (początek XVII 
-  schyłek XVII w.) (At the Turn o f Relations betw een Poland and  the S ta te  o f 
M uscovy. Beginning o f the Seventeen th  C en tu ry -E n d  o f the Seventeenth  Century). 
The au th o r dem onstra tes the reaso n s for the growing significance of Muscovy and  
the  accom panying decline of the Com m onwealth. P artic ipan ts of the d iscussion  
accen tua ted  th a t the elem ents of an  expanded bureaucracy  (prikazi), to w hich the 
au th o r ascribed  considerable Im portance for the consolidation of R ussia  during 
the seven teen th  century , appeared  already during  the six teenth  century; they also 
Indicated the em phasis placed on  the role of the precentors, and  the Insufficiently 
stressed  significance of the dvorianstvo. In the paper: Wielkie K sięstw o L itew skie  
a M oskw a  — począ tek XVII w. (The Grand Duchy o f Lithuania and Moscow  — 
Beginning o f the Seventeenth  Century) Henryk W i s n e r (Warsaw) ou tlines politi­
cal relations betw een the two s ta te s , w ith a  detailed exam ination of the candidate  
of the tsa r to the Polish th rone in  1587 and the involvement of the L ithuanian  
elite in the Sm uta.

The second day of the session  w as com m enced by a lecture by Ja n u sz  
K a c z m a r c z y k  (Cracow), entitled  M oskw a a kozacczyzna zaporoska w  latach  
1648-1658  (Moscow and  the Zaporozhe C ossacks in 1648-1658). The au tho r 
p resen ts  the outcom e of stu d ies  on the reasons for the subjugation  of the C ossacks 
to the im pact and , consequently , direct rule of R ussia. The following paper by 
Andrzej R a c h u b a  (Warsaw) p e rta in s  to negotiations conducted  in  Niemierza in 
1656. A rkadiy K o m m l s a r i e n k o  (Moscow) spoke abou t the influence of the 
secu larisation  of C hurch  property, carried out in R ussia by C atherine II, upon  the 
in ternal situa tion  of the sta te .

The successive four s tu d ies  concern  P olish-R ussian  relations du ring  the 
eigh teen th  century . U rszula K o s i ń s k a  (Warsaw) based  her com m uniqué: Rosja 
wobec sejm u 1720 r. (Russia and  the Sejm  o f 1720) on the correspondence of 
am bassado r Grigoriy Dolgorukov in order to show  the background of the R ussian  
stifling of the ratification of the  trea ty  of V ienna by Poland in 1719.  The reign of 
King S tan islas A ugust Poniatowski is the topic of two other com m uniqués: Dorota 
D u k w i c z  (Warsaw) d iscu sses Stackelberg wobec króla S tanisław a Augusta  w  
przededniu  sejm u rozbiorowego 1773-1775  (Stackelberg and King Stanislas A u­
g u st on the Eve o f the Partition Sejm  o f 1773-1775) and  Ewa Z i e l i ń s k a  
(Warsaw), Stackelberg w  perspek tyw ie  sejm u 1782 r. (Stackelberg against the 
Background o f the Sejm  o f 1782). Zofia Z i e l i ń s k a  wrote Stackelberg m iędzy 
Stanisław em  A ugustem  a po lityką  Petersburga (Stackelberg betw een Stanislas 
A ugust and  the Policy o f St. Petersburg). The las t three papers  deal w ith the  period 
from the Sejm of 1773-1775 to the  Four Year Sejm, and  focus on the evolution of 
the  a ttitude  of S tackelberg tow ards King S tan is las  A ugust a s  well incessan t 
R ussian  resistance  against any  a ttem p ts  a t reform s, even extrem ely limited, 
w ithin the  Com m onwealth. According to Boris N o s o v  (Moscow), one of the 
partic ipan ts in the d iscussion , th is  stance  contribu ted  to the em ergence and 
consolidation of the inim ical and , in the wake of the partitions, hostile a ttitude  of 
the  m ajority of Polish society tow ards R ussia.

Ewa Zielińska
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