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ZENON WOZNIAK

A SURVEY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE BRONZE AND IRON
AGE SITES IN POLAND IN 1980

The Lnsatitm culture

In 1980 excavations were conducted on about 50 Lusatian sites (cemeteries, settlements and
earthworks) representing various chronollogiicall phases and territorial groups. The aumber of ex
peditions which explored, either simultaneously or suceessively, a settlenent and an assesiated
cemetery was fairly large, yet in most cases the ficldworks were limited in exient.

In the course of interdisciplinary studies pursued in the envirens of the earthwerk at Sebie-
juchy (11), Bydgoszcz province (J. Ostoja-Zagoérski, Instytut Histerii Kultury Matetialaej PAN,
Poznai, J. Strzatko, Uniiwetsytet Poznatt) a cemetery (site 3) whieh had preceded the si¥engheld,
was located (5 graves from BA IIE-1V); mokeover the attempts to recenstruct the aneient Aatural
environment were continued. Another interdiseiplinary expedition centinued expleratien ef the
lake settlement of production and cult character at Grzybiafy, site 1 (27), Leghica prevines
(Z. Bukowski, J. Gajewski,Instytut Historii Kultury Materialne] BAN, Warszawa). The final part
of a casting shop (traces of ovens), covering an area of sofme 180-190 sg. M. and active if habita-
tion phase II (Ha D), was uncovered. In another place the final part of a wide timber foet-bridge
from phase I was explored on the lake shore; moieover, ifivestigations were earried aut of a small
coastal isle with a defensive rampait and a hypothetical eult place; the diseoveries made there
included remains of a basket of birch-bark with a large ameunt of eereals. Panelsiessadl and gee-
morphollogical investigations were also carried out.

Of the cemeteries explored the following enes yielded mere impertant resulis: Pleszew, siie
2 @) Kalislkisprovingo ofE (Pulletiedk M say DIk os EidianK HikiskieR dfpbiy nubers frfidper
10 cremation graves from BA 1V — Ha were uncevered, revealing a bronze ebject defined as a da-
maged mirror; Niechmirow-Mata Wies (75), Sieradz province (A. Kuifel-Dzierzgowska, Muzeum
Okregowe, Sieradz) — a further 33 urn graves, BA 111 — Ha, Madely, site 1 (49)sidisazdrovaviace
(Z. Kaszewski, Muzeum Archeologieziie i Etnegraficzne, £6d2) — the 1Vih seasen of excavations
uncovered 35 cremation graves of varieus types, mestly with stene settings; IKieirz, site 1 (©8%)-
Opole province (M. Gedl and team, Unineisytet Jagiellefski, Krakdw) = expleration of the eaf:
liest part of the cemetery was concluded revealing ever 30 graves from BA 111, iReluding 3 bufials
in large wooden coffirs; Krzanewiee, site 1 (39K {815 vaYia M Mo RATRIRs kMM UaRY & dhs00-
slaskie, Bytom )— the Vih seasen ef exeavations uneoveted a further 51 graves from BA iif ¢te-
tal — 200 graves), mestly ifi urAs and a burial if a large weeden eaffin; Baezyn (3K AKKPProro-
vince (J. and A, Krauss, Muzeum Afcheplogiezne, Krakdw) — the VI11th seasen of excavations
revealed a further 29 graves (3 inhumations) from Ha, mestly uAdRr SiBRe pavements, secasionally
with stone seiilngs.

Investigations were also continued of the earthwork frem Ha D at Strebin, site 2 (77), Sieradz
province (Z. Kaszewski, Muzeum Archeologiczne | Etnograficzne, £6d%) where during the V1IIih
season of fiildwork the further part of the rampart, of a different cressed legs build, was vheovered;
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in the central part of the enclosure a hut with a hearth and 7 pits have come to light. Exeaxations
were also continued of the earthwork at Swinoujscie-Lubin, site 8 (1), Szczecin provinee (A. Ham-
ling, Muzeum Narodowe, Szczecin) where a rampart of timber construction with numerous ste-
nes, from Ha D, was explored. The fiisldwork continued at Witow, site I @3)Kirleaderpyindace
(3. Rydzewski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Krakéw) revealed 28 pits from BA 111/1V
and one from BA V/Ha C as well as part of a big ditch whose relation to two other ditehes unce-
vered on this site is not yet clear.

Of considerable scope were the investigations of the following settlements: Biskupice (259),
Warszawa province (D. Rudmicki, S. Woyda, Muzeum Starozytnego Hutmictwa Mazewiedkiego,
Pruszkéw) where 144 BA features were revealed; Jeziorsko, site 5/5A (@2)) Sistedadprovineace
(T. Laszkiewicz, Pracownie Komserwacji Zabytkow, Poznaf) — area excavations of over 100 features
from BA V — Ha D; Tad6éw Dolny, site 2 @) SiSdadxoviniadE (WiktioghbikR R zeses Pracasow-
nie Konserwacji Zabytkéw, Szczecin) — over 100 features of various types (post buildings, pits,
hearths) from BA IV-V.

The Pomevaniimn (WagfemavokKewesyy) ) aulture

The study of this culture, which until recently was represented by cemeteries only, is now
marked by a distinct increase in the number of uncovered settlements. Of the nearly 20 sites explo-
red, attention is claimed by the known settlement at Brzes¢ Kujawski, site 4 (712)) Witibabaskebrp+o-
vince (R. Grygiel, Muzeum Archeologiczne | Etnograficzne, £.6dZ) which yielded 2 post houses
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and 10 pits from the later phase of this culture as well as samples for radiocarbon dating; and by
Kartoszyno, site 7 (4), Gdafisk province (I. Wolamnim-Szufidizyfska, Pracownie Komserwacji Zabyt-
kéw, Gdadisk) where the newly discovered settlement yielded about 130 features (post houses,
hearths, pits and a stone-lined oven).

The following cemeteries have yielded interesting results: Rybno, site 3a (3, G@&ufskskrovingace
(Z. Zurawski, Pracownie Komserwacji Zabytkéw, Gdafisk) — 2 graves from Ha C (a house urn
in one) as well as 2 graves, 3 pits, a hearth and 3 rather small stone circles from Ha D; Glowezewice
(6), Bvdgeszez province (K. Walenta, Umiwersytet, £6dz) — 1 cist grave under a pavement and
a barrow of stones, a rare find in this culture, with a robbed cist grave, Ha D/LT A; Wilkowice
site 2 (23) SiGiedadprpmincect).(Blidzszeky R hinieyeysyte £.4dd) 2)- -thehnendwIyecesdedesitsiteilttdded
25 graves including 6 cist graves and 6 burials beneath inverted urns (bell graves) (Ha D/LT A),
among small finds was probably an iron mount of a sword-sheath.

The Przewonsk culture

In 1980 excavations of about 10 cemeteries and over 20 settlements of this culture in various
areas of its extent were carried out. Interesting results were yielded by the known cemeteries
at: Modta, (1)) CiGihandwvprovinga obA(AG 1By nykovesksk iMbdenaudidisimZ abdukenskijic VBxiarya)
where the Vth season of excavations revealed a further 30 crematiom graves (total 161) of the unr

and pit type, usually from phase B, of the Roman period, one grave contained 2 chair-shaped
spurs of iron and 2 game dices; Suchodél, site 1 )Pi¢ikchrovinviad@(A. TohwszssakikPRaRans-
twowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) yielded 44 poorly furnished pit burials from the Late
pre-Roman period (phase IT) — on this site the burial trydition probably dates back to the
preceding times; Zadowice, site 1 (Z03,)KHiakisprovincacéE (EK dsaswalskdylhdeunu A réredksdingiszne
i Etnograficzne, £0dz) where the Xith season of excavations uncovered 2 pit graves fiom the
Late pre-Roman period and 4 graves from the Early Roman period and further parts of the stone
circle and stone pavements; Nieshmir6w-Mala Wies (18), Sieradz province (A. Kufel-Dzierzgowska,
Muzeum Okregowe, Sieradz) — a further 7 gravesi ncluding a burial of the Late pre-Roman
period with a sword, a shield boss and a spearhead as well as another grave of this period,
containing a sword and covered with a stone pavement; Zawada, site 1 (339) Tafaotebezegrovindace
(J. Michalski, Uniwersytet, Warszawa) — a richly furnished grave surrounded by a rectangular
groove, dating from the beginnings of the Late Romam period (the earliest complex with
wheel-made pottery found in Poland).

Very interesting results were yielded by excavations of settlements associated with iron smel-
ting. The newly discovered site (no. 1) of this kind at Pekoslawice (377) Kikliedcprpviniecgl(KBidie-
1énin, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Krakéw) yielded 3 smelting workshops, 3 slag blocks, heaps of
debris left bv smelting furnaces, a large amoumnt of pottery and a bronze brooch of A 68 type, This
is the first so well dated smelting site recorded in the area of the Swigtokezyskie Mountains. The
Vth season of area excavations pursued in the smelting centre at Biskupice (35)WXYsasangrevindn-
ce (D. Rudnicka, M. Woyda, Muzeum Starozytnego Hutmictwa Mazowickiego, Pruszkéw) reve-
aled 4 semi- subterraneam huts, over 200 pits (1 with cereals), and in the viclnity remaiing of a further
169 smelting furnaces (Late pre-Roman period to phase C; of the Roman period). The invasti-
gations at Psary, site 1 (/53)Lebasongrpvonéso@ HVMarere K dhapeaet OZ By ol dw V& réHE ORI AICZ-
nych, Leszno) revealed a further 33 furnaces forming 3 concentrations (irregular rows); in the Rabi:
table part of the settlement a lime kil with stone walls and ethef features of the 3rd eent. A. B.
were examined. Remains of 7 chareoal piles of the Roman peried were uncovered at Blotaiea Strze-
lecka, slte A (B9)OPIRO I ovivds (K (HIAdaRawATK d5RBERNGE RaBFivekd WrilieBEsbasATRKC DPBRYE)-

Among the remaining settlements the following ones merit attention: Tadéw Delny, site 7
@) SicsirtadprovindaceR (RR dgogesE. EWEgREKIPrRcasai iK dteesenuiiciZabybskinsz&zede)in)
where remains of numerous features such as semi-subterranean huts, post houses, hearths and
pits came to light; some of these date to the Late pre-Roman peried, the majority however belong
to the Late Roman period; small finds ineluded iron siekles, a spearhead, a quernstone; of parti=
cular interest Is the discovery of a ene-chambes pottery kilh with the fire grate supported by a o=
nical base and of a stone hearth cevered with a thick layer of lime. The Investigations at Tadéw
Gory, slte 3 (2))Sicviedadzrovandsae (F.akakidheoigd. Trochal) Pricocayie K teesanvicAaBaaikow,
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Poznafi) yielded nearly 1000 various features (huts, hearths, pits) from the whele period of the Prze:
worsk culture, including a hut of the Early Roman period serving probably as a horn werkshep
and 2 pottery kilns of the Late Roman period (one with the batch of pots partly preserved). The
Xlth excavation season at Strobin, site 3a (77), Sieradz province (B. Abramek, Muzeum Ziemi Wie:
lufiskiej, Wieluri) revealed a further 2 huts and a large separate complex of stone hearths (82) of
the Roman period. The VIiIth season of excavations at Siemieshéw, site 2 (D) Sigrdadprovneace
(M. Jazdzewska, Muzeum, Pabianice) brought to light more features of the Late Roman period
(3 huts, 2 hearths, some pits). Five features and 5 rotation quernstomes of the 4th cent. A. D. were
discovered at Rytro, site A 335, Novegv$aszqrovinviscéR( RV adydladbegughkok oK .KT unimi &K anaisitsja
Archeologiczna Oddziatu PAN, Krakéw).

The Wielbank audure

In the season under discussion over 10 sites of this culture, mostly cemeteries, were explored.
Of particular interest are the results obtained at the following sites: Grzybnica (@) Kesaadiniprpro-
vince (R. Wolagiewicz, Komserwator Zabytkéw Archeologicznych, Keoszalin) — the VIith season
of excavations of the barrow cemetery brought to light a pit grave surrounded by a circular ditch
filled with ash and a number of inhumation and cremation graves mostly from phase B,,; Czar-
néwkao, site 5 () Stspsiskrprinoece DR Windcksk aMNreran A rhadogigam ¢ dafskok)- -6 hnhmana-
tion burials (part in tree-trunks) and 2 urn graves of the Early Roman period.

In the XVthseason of evcavations at Odry (7), Bydgoszcz province (T. Grabarczyk and team,
Uniwersytet, £6dz) the oldest part of the barrow cemetery was explored, revealing 8 imhumation
graves, 5 urn graves and 17 pit burials from phase B,; moreover 5 barrows were examined (2 with
inhumation graves, 1 with an urn grave, 1 with an inhumation burial and an urn grave in the pa-
vement, 1 destroyed with a double circle of stones). Nowy Targ, site 6 (8), Elblag province (E. Kazi-
mierczak, E. Wichrowska, Muzeum Zamkowe, Malbork) — in the Vith season of excavations
13 inhumation graves and 13 pits from phases B, and B/C, of the Roman period were uncovered.
The excavations of the earlier cemetery of the Przeworsk-culture at Modta () Ci€ihahéwo\proso-
vince (A, Grzymkowski, Muzeum Ziemi Zawknzeiskiej, Miawa) revealed an inhumation grave
of a child from the 3rd cent. A. D., containing a small stone with an engraving which according
to the excavator is the topographic design of the environs of the site. Nadkole, site 1 59, Si&décdce
province (T. Urbadska, T. Dabrowska, Pafstwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) — in
the Ilirdl season of excavations the northern fringe of the site was explored, revealing 9 pit graves
from phase C, of the Roman period and 2 glass beakers (including one of ,,Fgg 192" type).

Otfer cndtures

In the area of the Tyniec group excavations were continued of the settlement at Krikéw-Krze-
stawice, site 111 (3BXGC Kisitk<Fobbida MdzeenmALckbeldgitzas s KifakdmNow aHid tip reesslitia g
a large number of pits, hearths, semi-subterranean huts, remains of a smelilng furnace, numerous
series of painted Celtic pottery, amber beads and a brooch of A 18 type. A post house with ,,gréey”
and Celtic graphite pottery was uncovered on a new settlement of this culiure at Kokotéw-8tru=
miany (33) KakaiohvproveiieceK(KRIgegataMezen "Zupl K i kaovkilichwidliekieaka).

Of the few sites of the Oksywie culture investigated in 1980 of special interest is that at Krosno
@) Eltligaprprandecel.(DRidic anah tedeaUhinievsysyte WilYszavea)avivebera eréitaniiio platece—
a large pit with the preserved arrangement of crossed logs for the cremation pyre — was uncovered.

Important discoveries were made at Maslomecz, site 22 (39, Zafaos6Sproviniessvhehers seagéetle-
ment of the Zarubintsy culture from the close of the Late pre-Roman period was recorded and
at nearby Czerniszyn, site 20 (35)(AAKiskbwakki UdivieissseietMV.ChissSRIdadwskidl] Lblhin)
where 3 graves of this culture came to light. In this region excavations were earried out of the sites
of the Tchernikhov culture, namely at Maslomeez (39, ¢A(AK dkaimks KIUMpYey Mt eMMCuiexie-
-Sklodowskiej, Lublin) where site 9 ylelded iraces of bulldings and a elay even, and site 15 reve-
aled 4 cremation and 13 inhumation graves (sofe without skulls) ef this eulture, arranged regu-
larly; the dead were dyed with ochre; a bronze brooch in the shape of a flying bird was feund.





