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HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1987 EXCAVATIONS
OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES IN POLAND

According to the information obtained, at least 65 sites were explored, including 30
settlements, 25 strongholds and early towns, 8 cemeterics and 2 examples of stone architecture.

The earliest settlement complexes were explored at Gronowo (6), Toruf provines, site 1, and at
Jedwabno (7), Torun province, site L (W, Chudziak, Uniwersytet, Toruf). The twe-phase
stronghold of 8th/9th-10th cent., explored at Gromoweo, was established on a settlement layer
contining unornamented hand-made pottery of 7th cent., with its rims fimished on the wheel. In
both phases the rempart had a sandy core: on the top of the later rampart were charred timber
constructions following its course. The settlement located to SW of the stronghold yielded 18
features, including 1 semi-subterraneam hut with a hearth in its NW corner and with hand-made
pottery only, datable to 7th cent., 2 oval features and 5 tar-pits (charred birch-bark? in the fill) with
pottery of 7th (8th)-10th cent., wholy of partially fimished on the wheel. At Jedwabne, in addition to
soundings made on the settlement (9 features of 7th-12th cent.), the stratigraphy of layers,
8 m thick, accumulated within the earthwork, was investigated. 3 settlements levels of mid.-10th to
the close of 12th cent. were recognized within the enclosed space and an elongated dwelling pit,
4 m long, from the 2nd half of 10th cent., was revealed. Two phases of the rampart with a sandy
core were recognized, the later showing crossed log construction at the bottom and an
undetermined charred construction facing the inner side of the sandy mound; a dry moat
surronded the stronghold.

Fortifications of 8th-9th cent. continued to be explored at Brzezowa (18), Krosno province, site
1 @. Ginalski, A. Muzyczuk, Muzeum. Krosno); the bipartite structure of the imner rampart was
confirmed: uncharred parts composed of clay and of at least 3 layers of tramsverse boards, faced on
the inner and outer side with a wattle fence, and parts of intensely burnt clay and stone slabs;
a knife with a voluted ending was found in the debris of the wattle facing the inner side of the
rampart. The newly discovered earthwork at Garbow (16), Lublin province, site 3 (P. Lis,
W. Zielinski, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Skfodowska, Lublin) consists of a partly preserved double line of
rampartts. The sondage within the enclosed space yielded the NE part of a semisubtcrraneam hut
with a domed oven od stone and pottery of 8th-9th cent. The construction of a 9th century rampart
(later damaged and repaired) was recognized at Kczewo-Miynek (4), Gdaifisk province, site 2 (H.
Paner, K. Godom, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdaisk); this was a crossed log construction
strengthened by granite blocks and beams following the course of the rampart; the enclosee space
revealed remains of overground structures of 10th-Ist half of Lith cent., overlying an older
settlement layer of 9th-10th cent., small finds included an amber bead, iron tongs and an
arrowhead with barbs.

The 4-year exploration of a settlement of 8th-12th cent. was concluded at Bialogard (1),
Koszalin province, site 17 (H. Machsjewski, Uniwersytet, Poznaii) revealing 6 sami-suibterranean
huts, 2 ovens, 9 hearths, 12 storage pits and 169 postholles with pottery of the Golaficz and the
Szczecin group. The features were arramged in 2 paalliel rows 8-10 m apart.
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Map showing important archeological sites of the Early Medieval Age, investigated in 1987
Numibers of the points on the map correspond to the numbers after the place = names in text

Specialists of various branches participated in the investigations of the early Piast strongheld
with relics of monwmemtall sacral architecture and of neighbouring eemeteries en the Ostréw
Lednicki Isle at Lednogdra (11), Poznaf provimes, sites 1 and 2 (J. Gomedkd, J. Wrzesifski,
K. Zurowska and team, Muzeum Picrwszych Piastéw na Ledmioy). Twe regions were investigated:
the N part of the stronhold near the so-called 2 nd pre-Romamssque ehureh (straight ending of the
presbytery, and in the neighbourhood remains of timber building from the end of 10 th and 1 &t
half of 11 th cent., and a feature for preparing mortar for the local stone structures were revealed);
and the E edge of the isle (2 rows of stakes, a beam and boards from the roadway of a bridge
abutment — 2nd half of 11th — early 12th cent.). Exploration of sits 14 (asseciated settlement,
relics of pre-Romamesque cathedrall) was continued at Gniezno (10), Peznan provines (T. Sawieki,
K. Szurkowska, Muzeum Poczatkéw Panstwa Polskicgo, Gniszno) revealing fragments of the apse
of the northern aisle, and to E of it, in the neighbourheod of the previeusly diseevered temb siab
with a Latin inscriptiom, part of a grave in a stome-setting, with remains of 2 individuals; a further
part of the Romanesque floor was discovered in the nave. A semi-cireular stome foundatiens with
a radius of 1.5 m, probably the relic of the corner tower of the 12th () century ehureh, was revealed
at the W wall of the church on site 15 (stronghold, relics of St Geerge's ehuresh).
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Among settlements dating from lated phases of the Early Middie Ages the following deserve to
be mentiomed: Gdynia-Oksywie (3), Gdafisk province, site 43 (B. Spigarska. Muzeum Miasta
Gdymi) — 2 dwelling features of 11th cent., containing a coin, iron knives (one in a leather case with
bronze fittims), a comb of horn and bone, unworked amber; Obkas (5), Bydgoszcz province
(M. Kowakzyk-Kmiewiiska, Umiwersytet, £6dZ) — excavation continued at a two-phase
settlement of 9th-12th cent., revealed a further 6 huts, 4 x 5 m in size, with hearths in Nw corner,
forming a semicircular row along the NW.-—SE line; Puszczykowo (13), Poznaf province, site 8 (R.
Mazurowsikii, J. Marcimkitewicz, Pracowmie Komserwacji Zabytkéw, Poznaf) — a multi-cultural site
revealed: 3 sizable semi-subterraneam huts (from 4.5x 6 to 7 x 8 m) of the 2nd half of 13th cent,
situated in one row, 15-18 m apart; corridorlike entrance ramps; 2 post houses each with one oven:
in one was an oven with two fine-plasss (for bread baking and cookimg) and in the other, a domed
two-chamber furnace probably for iron smelting (large amoumts of slag in the fill),

Among the mottes — knightly residences of 13th-15th cent. — the following should be
mentioned: Géra (12), Poznah provimee, site 1 (H. Kotka-Kremz, D. Butka-Fillipczak, Uniwersytet,
Poznafi and Muzeum Archeologiczne, Poznafi) — a square woodem dwelling tower, with sides 6.5
m long, a cellar and a woden floor, Lst half of 13th cent.; Koscielna Wie$ (8), Wioctawek province,
site 1 (L. Kajzer, Uniwersytet, £.6dz and Komnserwator Zabytkéw Archeologiczmych, Wioclawek)
— in the 1st half of 14ith camt, & dircular rampart, 3m wide, emclosing 2 gpace of 1Hm ar so Hooss,
was built on a small elevation rising L5 m above the surrounding meadows; in the 2nd half of 14th
cent. the rampart was heightened, and within the enclosed space, a cone was raised; on its upper
platzy, 20 m in diameter, a central building was located (this phase ended in the 1 st half of 15th
cent.); Jarocin (14), Kallisz province, site 2 (R. Grygiel, E. Czarny, Konserwator Zabytkdw, Kalisz
and Muzeum Regionalmne, Jarocin) — a building of thick, horizontally laid boards, clay lined on the
inside, with S wall 7 m long, was constructed on a gravel cone, revetted with stones and timber
logs; small finds included numerous iron artifacts such as boltheads, a spearhead with a piece of
shaft in the socket, spurs, bits, sickles, a hook for stringing a cross-bow; mid-13-14/15 cent.

Of the few cemeteries explored in 1987, attention should be called to the cremation barrows
of 7th (?)-9th cent, at Mokre (17), Zamo$¢ province, site 1L (W. Koman, Wojew6dzki Osrodek
Archeologiczno-Komsemwatosdkii, Zamws). In the fourth field season 3 barrows, originally
quadramgullar in shape with rounded corners, were explored; 2 barrows were surrounded by pits on
the W. N and E side, the third barrowhad only one pit on the W side. Cremated bones and sherds
of 3(?)+2+2 vessels were scattered at random, mostly at the limits of the original extent of the
barrows.

The inhumation cemetery of 12th cent. at Robertowo (9), Plock province, site 21 (T. Kordala,
Muzeum Mazowieckie, Plock) yielded 6 burials with heads to NW and W. Double burial no 1 with
remains of an adult and a child (39 cm long) was furnished with 4 temple rings of silvered coppet,
an analogous fimger-rimg, an iron knite and a clay vessel; grave no 2 contained a ,,sttilke-z-llight”,
and grave 4, a temple ring of silvered copper. Site 13 at Piotréw (15), Sieradz province (G. Rycel,
Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, L6dZ) revealed 10 skeletons, dated by the fivider to the
2nd half of 12th cent., located in an area of 150 sq m, distant 100 m from the cemetery on site 1,
explored in 1984-1985 (of ,,Sprawozdania Archeologiczne™, vol. 37, p. 340; vol. 38, p. 389-390). Of
the 10 skeletons, 8 were lying in a slightly contracted position, on the right side, and 2 were lying
extended in the supine position, all with heads to E; grave goods included heavily corroded iron
objects and 5 beads of blue glaze from grave no 1 Excavations continued of the cemetery of
11th/12th-13thcarmt de@ebezyn@) (2 okebialinopiovinceitesite3 I3 (LikSikbiski]. MiMISkivTicz,
Uniwersytet, Poznaii) revealed a further 6 burials of adults, of which 4 were furnished with a few
coins (cross-demiers, Pomeramiam denani)), 2 knives in leather cases with bronze fifiiigs,
a “strike-a-light”, a hone. Probably on the W limit of the older part of the cemetety 3 near-square
enclosures were revealed: they contained either one (no 5, 20) or two graves each (the eatlier, Ao 19,
with an unnatural arrangement of the skull and the later numibered 18), loeated eentrally within the
constructions.





