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HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1982 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY AND LATE
MEDIEVAL SITES IN POILAND

About 100 sites of the Early and Late Middle Ages were excavated in 1982, The 60 or so early
medieval sites include over 20 open settlements, the same number of earthworks and early towns,
15 cemeteries and 1 assumed cult place*.

Among the sites from the early phase of the Early Middle Ages the following claim attemtiom:
Wyszogréd (15), Plock prowince, site 13 (W. Szymadski and team, Instytut Historii Kultury Mate-
rialnej PAN, Warszawa) where the extent of a 7th-8th cent, settlement was defined by means of test
trenches, and Debczyno (2), Koszalin province (A. Sikorski, Uniwersytet, Poznai) where site 38
revealed a settlement, of Dziedzice-Sukow type the second to be found in this locality, dating from
the 6th-7th cent. (5 features including a semi-subterranean hut); moreover a further 10 features and
23 postholes (8 left by an overground post building) with pottery of Kedrzyno-Feldberg and Szezecin-
-Menkendotf type, dating from the 7th te mid-9th cent., have come to ligiht.

The following sites yielded materials for the reconstruction of architecture: Ulucz (28), Krosno
province, site 3 (M. Parczewski, Uniwersytet JagielloAski, Krakéw) — 6 features of the 8th-9th
cent., including a rectangular semi-sulbterranean hut with a passage and a conical storage pit in the
middle; Tarnowiec (26), Tarnbw province, site 1 (A. Szpunaf, Pracownie Komserwacji Zabytkow,
Tarndw) — a hut with wattle and daub walls, 12th cent.; Krakow-Kazimieez (25), Piekaska Street
11 (E. Zaitz, Muzeum Archeolgiczne, Krakéw) — a cultural layer, 2 huts, a pit and a hearth in
stratigraphical sequence, LitthI3th cent.; Wejsze (18), Ostrolgka province, site 1 (D. Gorma, J. Ka-
laga, Uniwersytet, Warszawa) — 7 features of the 10il-1lth cent. including & semi-subterraneamn hut
with posts at the outer walls (supperting the reef?).

In the investigation of earthworks attention was focused on the construction of rampatts. The
excavations of the earthwork of the 10th-11ih cent., slted at an open settlement of the 8th-9th cent.
at Tuliglowy (29), Przemysl province (M. Cabalska, Uniwersytet Jagielloniski, Krak®w) showed tha
rampart IT (middle line of fortifications) was ef box censtruction compesed of rows of posts and
connecting beams arramged crosswise to the ecourse of the rampart. At Bedkewiee (21) Wreclaw
province (H. Sledzik-—l(amiﬁska,, Wejewébdzki Osrodek Archeelogiczng-Koenserwaleisidi, Wreelaw)
3 successive phases of fortifications of the 8th te 10xHy/il1th eent. were revealed: the fifst in the sthape
of a palisade of posts, 0.4 m aeross, filled up with wattle; the second of erossed logs construetion
(layers of beams transverse t6 the coutse of the rampart. with aliernate layers of elay and sienes)
with an outer vertical facing of stakes, 0.5 fm aecress, eonnected By herizontal beams, the base ef
2.8-3 m in width; and the third ef Bex (?) eenstruction, revetied By pests, with a elay ferewall and
a moat, the rampart proper being 9-11 tm wide at the base; in the time-gap between the BUrRing doWA
of the rampart of phase 2 and the rebuilding of the rampart of phase 3 a finishing werkshep ef
quernstones made of loeal granite (the massif of Slgza) funetioned there. Alse iA PezRAR-OstFEW
Tumski (7), Wiezowa Street 2/4 (Z. Kaioliezak, Muzeum Archeslegiczne, Paznah) superimpesed le:

* Cf. ,,Sprawozdania Archeologiczne”, vol. 34: 1983, p. 315, ne 10.
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vels of fortifications surrounding the suburban settlement and built in cressed legs GORSEFHELGR
have eome to light: an earlier level from the end of the 10th to L1th cent., and a later 8Re of the 12h
t6 mid=13th eent. The main rampart of the 9th-11th cent, stronghold at Czeredw (14), L8d2 pro:
VIRee; site 1 (A. Chmislowska, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnografiezie, L6d2) of crossed 18gs
butld; was faced on the outer side with plated fascine and stones. Of the same 68RStFUEtiBR was the
base of the rampart built at the latest in the 1st half of the 11th cent. around the W side of (he Eafly
redieval town of Krakéw-Okol (23), Kanomiicza Street 9 and 15 (E. Zaitz, M. Ewelseh, Muzedm
Archeologiszne, Krakéw); moreover, part of a paved road Funning aleng the innRer side of he foFt:
fieatioms has eome to light. Box construction was recorded at Chmielne (3);, Geaisk provines, §iie 1

inc

(B. Lepowna, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdafisk) and ai Raciazek (12), Wisciawak provines g%f
zer, Uniwersytet, £6dZ) — a elay bank revetied By 3 raw of 0aken BOXeS, With 4 s/d8 2 W (39 Bu!
about the turn of the 9th/10th cent. A perfestly preserved erossed 18gs £8ASIFUcHon oF & %HEEB 49
the 12th-13th cent. was diseavered at Tykecin (19), Bialysiok Brovince (Y. Stankiawicz,
wator Zabytkéw Archeologiezhyeh, Bialysiak) — URder 4 Bank of sand an &lay were
beams altenating with layers of sand; in each Iayer the Bearms; paraieh 19 the cguise oF the {am§§ﬁ'
were placed 1.2-1.3 M apart, the gaps being filled i By [FARRVRRSE Pales: {Re Quler Fage was feverte
by a row of posts, 0.5 M apart, aAd By 3 rews of SIBRES; and the IARSF fase BY & f &
IH?E% 8F thelf

——

r

r

Other sites have ylelded new data for the reeonstruetion of architecture and ey * tHEll
inhabitants. At Wolin (1), Szczeein provinee, site 1 (W. Filipewiak, . Wejtasik, 1RsiyHut Histgri!
Kultury Materialnej PAN, Szczecin) layers of 2 port town from the Beginnings of the 161 sent were
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explored, revealing ,,palisade” houses superimposed in later levels by post howses of analogical
dimensions (about 6 m long); small finds included 2 leather purses (one with an iron needie inside).
In addition to further remains of dwelling and domestic features the stronghold at Czersk (16),
Warsaw province, site Wzgorze Zamkowe (Castle Hill) (J. Rauhutowa and team, Instytut Historii
Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) yielded remains of a large post building (perhaps a prince’s
manot-house), found in an 11th cent, level and in its neighbourhood an ivory draughtsman with
a plant and zoomorphic ornament — probably an oriental import from the 2nd half of the 12th cent.,
as well as a mosaic cube of glass possibly from the castle church of the lltth-12ih cent. Excavations
at Lad (10), Konin province (M. Zeylandowa and team, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Poznath) revealed
the oldest build-up of the suburban setilement of the 10th cent, but did not confirm the presence of
a rampart surrounding the seitlement on the S side; moreover within the stronghold proper frag-
ment of a wall and an adjoining grave In a stome-setting have come to light — these are probably
felies of a leng seught for saeral bullding, mentioned in wiltten sources and suggested by the presence
of a churehyard.

In the course of the study of pre- and early Romanesque architecture it has been possibie to deter-
mine more precisely the chronollogy of two stone buildings discovered in 1981 on the northern slope
of Wawel Hill (24) in Krakéw (J. Firlet, Z. Pianowski, Kierownictwo Odnowienia Zamku Krolew-
skiego, Krak®w-Wawel) — part of a pre-Romamesgue rotunda wall built with the use of limestione
mortar, intersected by a Romamesque church with a rectangular presbytery. Further elements have
been obtained for the recomstruction of the layout of the Romamesque complex of the Benedictine
monastery at Lubin (8) Leszno province, site 1 (Z. and S. Kurnatowski, Instytut Histonii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, Poznar) — In the 11th cent, the corplex included a 3-nave basilica and still undis-
covered monastery buildings (probably to S of the church), surrounded by a system of moats; in the
12th cenit, the moats were filled up, the basilica was pulled down, on the site of the S nave a church-
yard was established, a new church and a momastety, adjoining the chutch on the N side, were
built (the inner courtyard of the monastery with a side some 17 m long, was surrounded by cloisters,
on the E side are remains of a chapter-house, on the N side, kitchen quarters).

At Nowinka (6), Elblag province, site 1 (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum Archeollogiczne, Gdafisk) eleven-
-years’ excavations of a flat Old Prussian cemetery of the 6th-7th cent, were concluded, revealing
15 features (nos 149-163), including 3 oval cremation places, 3 skeletal burials of horses with their
heads to S, furnished with bridle-bits, and human cremations in pits without any grave goods (2 bu-
rials occurred abowve hotse burtials). The study of Slav barrows with cremation burials was limited
to small-scale digging of bartows in prowvince of Bialystok and to test investigations of a hypothe-
tical early medieval barrow with well preserved wooden construction at the base of the mound at
Przgdzel (27), Tarnobrzeg province, site 10 (M. Florek, Biuro Badah | Dokumenitgji Zabytkow,
Tarnoltzeg).

The 3982 excavations of an inhumation cemetery of the 11th cent, at Bilczew (13), Konin pro-
vince, site 1 (K. Olidska, K. Gorczyca, Muzeum Okrggowe, Konin) failed to confirm the co-occur-
rence of flat cremation burials, previously suggested**, 5 inhumations furnished with only 2 knives
were explored. On the other hand, a cremation grave, doubiless contemporaneous with inhumations,
occurred in one of the rows of graves in the NI margin of the cemetery at Czekandw (20), Siedice
province, site 1 (B. Zawadzka-Antomisk, Pafstwowe Muzeum Archeologiczme, Warszawa); the
remains found in the grave were either cremated (mostly parts of skull and long bones) or uncremated
(mostly spine) and belonged to 2 individuals: a man and a child; other discoveries included 12 inhu-
mations with heads to W, 7 furnished with ornaments, vessels, tools, an arrowhead, 12th-13th cent.
Three-years® investigations of an 11th cent. cemetery, not associated with a church, were concludee
at Dziekanowice (9), Poznah province (M. Hemmebeig, Zaklad Antropdtogii, Univweisytet Poznafi
and J. Wrzesifiski, Muzeum Pierwszych Piastow na Lednicy, Lednog6ra); an area of 1000 sg m was
explored revealing 45 burialls (19 female, 16 male, 4 children, 6 undetermined); 29 dead with heads
to W, 22 furnished (mostly with knives, templle-fings, ‘‘strike-a-lights”, vessels and half a coin).

** Cf. ,Sprawozdanmia Archeologlczne”™, vol. 34: 1983, p. 317, no 8.
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Of the 40 or so sites of the Late Middle Ages attentien is laimed By the seftlement at Kruszwica
(1), Bydgoszcz provinee, site 17 (U. and K. Szamalek, tRstytut Historii Kultuty Materialngl BAN:
Poznai) where the discoveries included a hut with walls Built of shert timber planks with eads fens:
ned into the slots of vertical timber pests, filled in with daud, and eantaining a clay damed gven
with numerous vessels of the 14th-15th eent., and a female flgurine several 6m Righ:

Among the late medieval sltes explored in 1982 fties aRd siBRe casties foFM the MOSt AUMe:
rous group (about 20). At Bardo (22), Watbizyeh provinee, site 3 (3. Lodewsks, Muzeum AFehesls:
giczne, Wroclaw) exploration was commenied of a eylindrical stone ipwer of the 14tH-131h cent
10.3 m in diameter, situated on the slepe, eut off by a feat, of a high eminence in the gap of e HVEr
Nysa Kiodzka. The excavations conducted for 3 years at the sirenghotd at Siaski (), EHB&%% 6{8:
vince (A. J. Pawlowski, Muzeut Zamkowe, Malberk) revealed 3 periads oF 8eetpatisn: 133t
1st half of 13th cent. with finds of the Prussian eulture; 3ad half of #3th — early 14ih ceRt Hist Bhase
and 14th - early 15th eent. - secend phase of the exisience of (he seat of the knightly RMIY 8??
Stango; the discoveries of 1982 ineluded a twe-chambeied sione kil for firing Bullding seramics S‘Hi
later used for smoking food, a domed oven and a smelting fuFAace; 4 reelanguiar Himberiined we
and 7 bulldings: of pest eeistruetion (3), with wattle-and-daud walls (3), BIBek RAYRes and hguses
with walls built ef shert timber planks with ends ienhed ni8 the sI8fs 8F verteal Hmber pSsls:
small finds ineluded Rumerows cerafmie BBIREIS, 1B, Weapans, Elements 8F equestran & H%B”&%”t%
game dice of amber ahd bene, a silver pendant with 2 plant and Aghrah SFRAMERt: Braciedles 9 ﬁ&e
Teutonic Knights. At Bultusk (17), Elechandw prevines, sife zamek (easte) M. Migrgsawski
and tea, Pracownie Kenserwachi Zabytkdw, Warszawa) the castie COUFYALY Gantinied 19 Be &x:
plored, revealing at least 7 levels of timber construetions (he eartiest fom (e sary #3Mh 1
12 levels of the se-ealled easiern Faad with FoWs 8F Ruis 8A &IHRRE Sids 2nd part F (he §3:calied mair
foad — altegether 80 features of wesden afehitecture: _

Among medieval towns Investigated in 1982 of special interest is ElBlag (3) - Stare Miasts
(G- and T. Nawrolski, Pracownie Konserwaji Zabytkow, Gdamsk) — whete 3 levels oF Himbst strget
from the earliest phase of the town of the fmid-13th eent. (with RUMRIBUS artifacts aF iF8R, 1saier
and falr share of pottery imperied from RFIRRA aRd wesiern Europe) have coms I8 llgﬂ& IR the 3t
halt of the 14th eent. they were superimpeyed By IBWAMAR'S hBYses BF SIBRR, sittaied Hransveresly
to the older buildings and paraliel i8 the caurse 8F present-day strsels:





