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ZENON WOŻNIAK 

SURVEY OF INVESTIGATIONS OF THE BRONZE AND IRON AGES 
IN POLAND IN 1967 

Lusatian Culture 

In t h e season of 1967 a la rge number of Lusat ian si tes of the Bronze Age and 
H a l l s t a t t per iod were excavated . The recovered mater ia ls were ra ther typical and. 
usua l ly occurred in large n u m b e r s . 

M u c h Ef for t was devoted to t he study of cemeteries. Of part icular interest a r e 
t he excava t ions of b i - r i tua l cemeter ies in Upper Silesia and western part of L i t t l e 
P o l a n d . They have provided da t a which allow us to reconstruct more fully the cul-
t u r e of con tempora ry people (par t icular ly dress) and their anthropological composi-
t ion. Specia l a t tent ion deserves the newly discovered cemetery at Łagisza, distr.. 
Będzin (W. Hrebenda , Konse rwa to r Zabytków Archeologicznych, Katowice), which 
has yie lded 173 richly fu rn i shed skeleton graves and 7 cremation burials of Bronze 
Age V. The g rave goods included clay wheels of a cult chariot. Exacavations were 
con t inued on the following cemeter ies in this area: Częstochowa-Wyczerpy Dolne 
(J. Radkiewicz , Muzeum, Częstochowa) — 18 skeleton graves and 4 cremation bur ia l s 
of B ronze Age V; Zbrojewsko, distr . Kłobuck, site 3 (M. Gedl, Uniwersytet Jag ie l -
loński , Kraków) — cremation bur ia l s of Bronze Age III and cremations and skeleton 
g r a b e s of Bronze Age V; Opatów, d is t r . Kłobuck (K. Godłowski, Uniwersytet Jagie l -
loński , Kraków) — 51 burials of both types ranging in date f r o m Bronze Age III to the 
Ha l l s t a t t period; Świbie, d is t r . Gliwice, sitte 16 (A. Węgrzykowa, Muzeum, Gliwice) — 
33 r i ch ly fu rn i shed skeleton g raves and 5 cremation bur ia l s of the Hallstatt period. 

A m o n g the numerous c rema t ion cemeteries of the Lusa t i an culture, which were 
inves t iga ted in 1967, the fo l lowing a re of considerable interest . Grabowo, distr. By-
tów (F. Lachowicz, Konserwator Zaby tków Archeologicznych, Koszalin), where two 
cemete r ies of bur ia l mounds da t ing f r o m Bronze Age V w e r e examined. The explo-
red f e a t u r e s consisted of 6 f l a t g raves and 7 barrows wi th stone covering and a con-
cent r ic circle of stones. At Kietrz, d is t r . Głubczyce (M. Gedl, Uniwersytet Jagiel loń-
ski, Kraków) , the excavation w a s continued of an extensive cemetery with over 1000 
g r a v e s r ang ing in date f rom Bronze Age III to the Hal l s ta t t C period. A fu r the r 100 
g raves w e r e explored, mostly of Bronze Age III, though periods IV and V were also 
r ep re sen t ed . Horizontal s t r a t ig raphy was observed and interest ing burial customs 
noted ( traces of coffins in l a rge cremation burials). The graves were richly f u r -
n ished (one g r ave contained a dagger). Investigations w e r e under taken in the nor -
t h e r n p a r t of the Kielce region, l i t t le known in archeological respect (W. T w a r o w -
ski, Muzeum, Radom). On the cemetery at Radom-Wośniki 40 burials of Bronze 
Age V w e r e discovered and s t ra t igraphica l observations made; at Tresta Rządowa, 
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distr . Opoczno, 180 bur ia l s of Bronze Age III w e r e exp lored ; they overlay a settle-
m e n t of the so-called Kons tan tynów group da t ing f r o m t h e transit ion period f rom 
Bronze Age II to III . Excavat ions were r e sumed at Przyborów, distr. Nowa Sól 
(A. Marcinkian, Muzeum Okręgowe, Zielona Góra) , yie lding 138 graves of Bronze 
Age II—IV, one fu rn i shed wi th a bronze cup of per iod IV. At Dytmarów, distr. 
P r u d n i k (M. Dutkiewicz and J. Romanow, K o n s e r w a t o r Zaby tków Archeologicznych, 
Opole), 52 cremation bur ia l s f r o m the end of t he Bronze Age were found and strat i-
graphical observations made . The continued r e sea rch at Opole-Groszowice (D. Woź-
niak, Muzeum, Opole) b rough t to light 38 c r ema t ion bur ia l s f rom the end of the 
Bronze Age and f rom the Hal ls ta t t period, and a r ichly fu rn i shed skeleton grave of 
a Hal ls ta t t C date. At Miechów, distr. Góra (J. Gołubkow, Muzeum Archeologicz-
ne, Wrocław), 46 richly f u r n i s h e d graves dat ing f r o m Bronze Age IV to the Hallstatt 
period were discovered. The init ial excavat ion a t Tryńcza, distr . Przeworsk (J. Mar-
tuszewski, Muzeum Okręgowe, Rzeszów), revealed 60 Hal l s ta t t burials; a t Trzebula, 
distr . Krosno Odrzańskie (A. Kołodziejski, M u z e u m Okręgowe, Zielona Góra) — 
58 burials of Hallstat t C date ; and at Żukowice, d is t r . Głogów (A. Marcinkian, Wo-
jewódzki Konserwator Zaby tków, Zielona Góra) — 152 Hal ls ta t t burials including 
two ones with a stone se t t ing bear ing convex solar signs. 

A number of open se t t l ements of the Lusa t i an c u l t u r e were examined. The fol-
lowing should be noted: Pałecznica, distr . Proszowice, f u r t h e r excavation (R. Rogo-
zińska-Goszczyńska., K o n s e r w a t o r Zabytków Archeologicznych, Kraków) — 10 early 
Lusa t ian fea tures which f o r m e d t w o fa rms teads ; Dębnica, distr . Trzebnica, fur ther 
excavat ion (T. Kaletyn, Wojewódzki Konserwator Zabytków, Wrocław) — 7 post 
houses and 75 other f e a t u r e s f r o m the end of the Bronze Age; Lizawice, distr. Oła-
wa, f u r t h e r excavation (3. Pazda , Uniwersytet , Wrocław) — a house and a domed 
oven of Bronze Age IV—V; Suraż, distr. Łapy, f u r t h e r excavat ion (J. Głosik, Pań-
s twowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa) — f e a t u r e s of t he late Bronze Age with 
pot tery of the „Lusat ian type" , and elements of t he p re -Ba l t i an culture, numerous 
bone ar t i fac ts (including harpoons). 

The investigations of the fort i f ied sites of t he L u s a t i a n culture were carried 
out on a large scale. Excava t ion was continued at a fo r t i f i ed site dating to the t r a n -
sition f r o m the Hal ls ta t t to the La Tène period at Wicina, distr. Lubsko (A. Koło-
dziejski, Muzeum Okręgowe, Zielona Góra). T h e discoveries consisted of a large 
quan t i ty of valuable mate r ia l s , including bronze a r r o w h e a d s f rom a „Scythian" bow, 
unf in i shed bronze objects and r a w material . The invest igat ion was continued at the 
we l l -known fortified site of Hal l s ta t t D at Biskupin, distr . Żnin (Z. Rajewski , Pań-
s twowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszawa), w h e r e f u r t h e r portion of the occu-
pat ion layer was discovered. At Maszkowice, d is t r . Nowy Sącz (M. Cabalska, Uni-
wer sy t e t Jagielloński, Kraków) , a t rench was dug th rough the rampart revealing 
houses of an earlier phase and providing evidence for the existence of two habi ta-
t ion phases assignable to. the Hal l s ta t t and probably to the La Tène periods. Exami-
nat ion was also continued of an fort i f ied site on Babia Góra at Biskupice, distr . 
K r a k ó w (M. Gedl, Un iwersy te t Jagielloński, Kraków) . The trenches dug through 
r a m p a r t s I and III uncovered a Late Halls tat t hab i t a t ion layer underlying r ampar t 
I. The excavat ion of o ther for t i f ied sites of the L u s a t i a n culture were of less in-
terest . 

Pomeranian Culture 

Large-scale excavat ions of Pomeranian f e a t u r e s were limited to Pomeran ia . 
Excavat ions were continued of a habitat ion site of the Hal ls ta t t D period at Będzie-
szyn, distr . Gdańsk (J. Podgórski , Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdańsk). The site, one 
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of the f e w known of the ear ly phase of the Pomeranian cul ture, revealed 18 pi ts and 
6 f i replaces . Smal l f inds included 30 f ragments of cast ing moulds used in the cire 
p e r d u e process. Among the cemeteries of the Pomeran ian culture investigated in 
1967 of considerable interest a r e those of the La Tène period. The cemetery at Gor-
ki, d is t r . Chojnice (Z. Gaca, Muzeum Okręgowe, Toruń) , yielded 11 graves, and t ha t 
a t Sopieszyno, distr . We jhe rowo (H. Różańska, P a ń s t w o w e Muzeum Archeologicz-
ne, Warszawa) , revaled 2 " f a m i l y " cist graves, one w i th a face urn. 

La Tène and Roman periods 

M u c h e f fo r t was devoted to the study of the sites of these periods in all pa r t s 
of Po land , and a large n u m b e r of fea tures were explored. 

Of g rea t in terest was t h e discovery of a f u r t h e r cremation burial of the La 
Tène (Celtic) cul ture at Kietrz, d is t r . Głubczyce (M. Gedl, Uniwersytet Jagielloński, 
Kraków) , and of a concentra t ion of r a w graphite found in a La te La Tène habi ta t ion 
si te of the Cel t ic-Przeworsk g r o u p a t Wieliczka, d is t r . Kraków, site XI (K. Reguła, 
M u z e u m Żup Krakowskich, Wieliczka). 

T h e excavat ion of t he c e m e t e r y at Lubieszewo, d is t r . Gryfice, site 1, b rought 
i m p o r t a n t results (R. Wołągiewicz, Muzeum Pomorza Zachodniego, Szczecin). The 
discover ies included 55 c r ema t ion bur ia ls assignable to the La Tène period (the 
J a s t o r f culture, stage Jastorf and Ripdorf) and to phase B1 of t he Roman period, 
and 2 skeleton graves of the R o m a n period. Moreover, s t ra t igraphical observations 
w e r e made . 

In t h e season of 1967 a lo t of cemeteries of the L a t e La Tène and Roman pe-
r iods w e r e explored. On account of the results obta ined, the following cemeteries 
d e s e r v e to be mentioned. The cemetery at Ciecierzyn, d is t r . Kluczbork, site C (R. P a -
s twińsk i , Muzeum, Kluczbork), yielded 24 richly f u r n i s h e d cremation burials of the 
L a t e La Tène period (in all, 107 bur ia ls were discovered). At Podwiesk, distr. Cheł-
m n o (J. Jan ikowski , Muzeum Okręgowe, Toruń), a f u r t h e r 47 Late La Tène bur ia ls 
w e r e found (the total: 444 burials) , including 2 skele ton graves. The burials were 
r ich ly f u r n i s h e d and some had stone stelae. Excavat ion w a s continued of the ceme-
t e ry at Niedanowo, distr. Nidzica, dating f rom the 2nd cen tu ry A. D. until t he La te 
R o m a n per iod (W. Ziemlińska-Odojowa, Muzeum Mazursk ie , Olsztyn). The f ea tu re s 
exp lo red comprised" 42 graves including 2 barrows and one skeleton grave, in addi-
t ion to stelae, stone circles and pavements (in all, the discoveries included 463 cre-
m a t i o n buria ls , 5 skeleton g raves and 4 collective bur ia l s in barrows) . Field work was 
cont inued at Kleszewo, distr . P u ł t u s k (S. Woyda, Konse rwa to r Zabytków Archeolo-
gicznych, Warszawa), reveal ing 108 richly furnished cremat ion burials, ranging in 
da t e f r o m the 2nd century B. C. to the 4th century A. D., and 2 skeleton graves f r o m 
t h e 4th cen tury A.D. (the to t a l n u m b e r of graves is over 300). The investigations 
b e g u n on the cemetery at Pruszcz Gdański, distr. Gdańsk (W. Pietrzak, Muzeum 
Archeologiczne, Gdańsk), b r o u g h t to light 183 cremation bur ia ls assignable t o the 
Midd le and La te La tène and to the Early Roman periods, and 32 skeleton graves 
d a t i n g f r o m phase B2 and C1-2 of t he Roman period. T h e grave fu rn i tu re was rich. 
A t Luboszyce, distr. Lubsko (G. Domański , Instytut Histori i Kul tury Mate r i a lne j 
Po l sk i e j Akademi i Nauk, Wrocław), 22 cremation bur ia l s of the Late La Tène and 
R o m a n per iods were disclosed and a cemetery of scat tered cremation burials explo-
red. T h e bur ia l s contained n u m e r o u s grave goods. T h e cemetery at Łęgonice, d is t r . 
Opoczno, was ful ly explored (T. Liana , Państwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, W a r -
szawa) . The discoveries included a f u r t h e r 50 richly fu rn i shed cremation bur ia ls of 
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the La te La Tène and Ear ly Roman periods, some over la in by a ba r row f r o m the 
2nd century A. D. The region is little known archaeological ly . 

The investigations car r ied out for several y e a r s in the Częstochowa region were 
cont inued (K. Godłowski, Uniwersyte t Jagiel loński , Kraków) . The cemetery at Opa-
tów, distr . Kłobuck, revealed 44 richly fu rn i shed c rema t ion bur ia ls f r o m phases B2 

and C1 of the Roman per iod . At the neighbour ing ceme te ry at Rybno, distr . Kłobuck, 
one g rave of the groove type and a fu r the r 4 c r e m a t i o n bur ia l s were examined . The 
small but interesting cemete ry at Żabiniec, d is t r . Częstochowa, was explored to its 
l imits, yielding remains of two mult iple g raves of t he groove type and a fu r the r 
5 cremat ion burials. A m o n g the grave goods a glass b e a k e r was found. The cemete-
ry is dated to the 4th a n d t h e f i rs t half of the 5th cen tu ry A. D. 

Field work was cont inued on a very i m p o r t a n t cemete ry at Cecele, distr . Sie-
miatycze, in the no r th -eas t e rn par t of Poland, h i t h e r t o l i t t le known in archaeologi-
cal respect (J. Jaskanis , Wojewódzki Konse rwa to r Zaby tków, Białystok). The exca-
vat ion revealed 111 bur ia ls , most ly cremations w i t h o u t u r n s and a few inhumations. 
In addit ion, interesting smal l f inds f rom the second half of the 3rd and the 4th cen-
t u r y A. D. were obtained. Simi lar mater ia ls w e r e yie lded by a Late Roman period 
cemetery at Sarnaki, d is t r . Łosice (A. Kempis ty , Zespół B a d a ń nad Polskim Średnio-
wieczem, Uniwersytet i Pol i technika , Warszawa) , w h e r e 37 cremations and 9 inhu-
mat ions were discovered. 

The habitation sites of t he La te La Tène and R o m a n periods were intesively 
studied. Of pr imary i m p o r t a n c e is here the se t t l emen t at Otalążka, distr. Grójec 
(W. Bender , Instytut His tor i i Ku l tu ry Mate r i a lne j Po l sk ie j Akademii Nauk, War-
szawa). This is the f i r s t bog se t t lement of the L a t e R o m a n period in Poland, which 
has produced well p r e se rved organic mater ia ls (par ts of a car t wheel, a large num-
ber of identif iable bones of domestic animals). 

The iron working si tes in the area of t h e Świętokrzyskie Mountains were 
f u r t h e r examined (K. Bie lenin , Muzeum Archeologiczne, Kraków). The discoveries 
included remains of 156 iron semelting fu rnaces at Cząstków, distr. Kielce, and of 
189 f u r n a c e s at Nieczulice, d is t r . Starachowice. A L a t e La Tène settlement, associa-
ted wi th the iron work ing centre , was explored a t Wymysłowo, distr. Starachowice 
(R. Mycielska, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Kraków) . A n u m b e r of iron working sites 
was recorded in other p a r t s of Poland as well. These are: Falenty, distr. Piaseczno 
(S. Woyd a, J . Piniński, Konse rwa to r Zaby tków Archeologicznych, Warszawa) — 7 
smel t ing furnaces of the L a t e La Tène date; Lizawice, distr . Oława (S. Pazda, Uni-
wersy te t , Wrocław) — 1 smel t ing fu rnace and a we l l discovered on a habi tat ion site 
of the Roman period; Opole-Groszowice, f u r t h e r excavat ion (G. Domański, Insty-
t u t Histori i Kultury M a t e r i a l n e j Polskiej Akademi i Nauk , Wrocław) — pit furnaces 
and a heap of slag f r o m the 4th century A. D.; Psary, d is t r . Góra (T. Różycka, In-
s ty tu t Historii Kultury M a t e r i a l n e j Polskiej Akademi i Nauk , Wrocław) — 4 fu rnaces 
found in a settlement of t he Roman period; Przywóz, d is t r . Wieluń, fu r ther exca-
vat ion (S. Madajski, Z. Błaszczyk, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etnograficzne, Łódź) — 
1 pit f u r n a c e found in a se t t l ement of the La te R o m a n period (abundant f inds). 

The discovery of f u r t h e r pot tery kilns in Silesia is of considerable impor t ance 
because it provides evidence fo r the existence of ce ramic centres in this area . The 
excavat ion, continued on a se t t lement of the R o m a n period at Radwanice, distr . 
Wroc ław (I. Kramarkowa , Muzeum Archeologiczne, Wrocław), brought to light 
ano the r pot tery kiln, w h e r e a s the discoveries a t Wołów-Piotroniowice (S. Pazda , 
Uniwersy te t , Wrocław) included a pottery kiln of a L a t e Roman date, two s tores of 
clay, one smelt ing f u r n a c e and blast pipes of clay (of uncer ta in chronology). 
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Valuable contribution to t he history of f a rming was provided by the s tudy of 
t he fol lowing set t lements: Ldzań , distr. Łask (M. Jażdżewska, Muzeum, Pabianice) — 
p l o u g h - m a r k s and numerous pieces of daub with gra in impressions discovered in 
a s e t t l emen t f r o m the 2nd-3rd centuries A. D.; Mokra , distr . Prudnik (P. Kaczanow-
ski, M. Grabowska , T. Skąpsk i , Konserwator Zabytków Archeologicznych, Opole) — 
an i ron a rd and coulter f o u n d in a pit which contained Late Roman "grey" pot tery; 
Lesko, s i tuated, in the h e a r t of the sub-Carpath ian region (A. Szałapata, A. Talar , 
Muzeum, Rzeszów) — an i ron a rd and coulter disclosed at a settlement of the Late 
R o m a n period. 

T h e excavat ions of the se t t l ement at Piwonice, distr . Kalisz, conducted for seve-
ra l years , were continued in 1967 (K. Dąbrowski, Ins ty tu t Historii Kul tury Ma-
t e r i a l n e j Polskie j Akademii Nauk , Warszawa). The site revealed a fur ther 4 houses 
and o ther f ea tu res of the L a t e La Tène and Roman periods. Attention should be 
pa id to the discovery of a se t t l emen t of the Late Roman period at Świerchowa, distr . 
Jas ło , in the hear t of the sub -Carpa th i an region (A. Sza łapata , Muzeum, Rzeszów). 
T h e si te yielded abundan t m a t e r i a l s including a R o m a n pilum. 

T h e excavat ion of a s e t t l emen t of the Migration period on site 2 b at Lubie-
szewo, dis t r . Gryfice, has b r o u g h t very interesting resul ts (R. Wołągiewicz, Muzeum 
P o m o r z a Zachodniego, Szczecin). The finds included 3 huts, 2 baking ovens, charred 
g r a i n s of rye and barley. 

A va luab le discovery w a s m a d e at Drzewicz Nowy, distr. Grodzisk Mazowiec-
ki (S. Woyda , Konserwator Z a b y t k ó w Archeologicznych, Warszawa), where a hoard 
of R o m a n denar i i came to l ight . The hoard consisted of 1087 coins ranging in date 
f r o m the t imes of Vespasian to those of Septimus Severus . 

T h e invest igation was cont inued at Osinki, distr . Suwałk i (J. Okulicz, Konser-
w a t o r Z a b y t k ó w Archeologicznych, Warszawa), whe re a small Jatvingian for t i f ied 
s i te w a s examined. In fo rma t ion on the construction of the rampar t was obtained 
and two phases dist inguished: one of the Late Roman period and the other of the 
5 th—7th centur ies A. D. 
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