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HELENA ZQOILL-ADANIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1975 EXCAWATIONS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES
IN POLAND

The number of early medieval sites investigated in Poland in 1975 was around
90, though in 20% cases the object of excavations carried out was to study the
remains of other periods. The sites explored included 62 or so settlements (26
strongholds), 21 cemeteries (16 of inhumation and 5 of cremation type), 1 gold-mine
and 1 hoard.

Of the few settlements from the beginning of the Early Medieval period, im-
vestigated in W and S Poland, of special interest are two sites explored for the
first time, namely Eobozany (1), Szczecin province, site 1 (A. Porzezinski, Muzeum
Narodowe, Szczecin) — 6th/7th to 8th cent., 4 semi-sulbterrameam huts, 20 pits,

open hearths, hand-made pottery, usually unornamented (85—90%) of the
Dziedzice (Sukéw) type, and Chwalkéw (15), Walbrzych provimee, site 1 (J. Lo-
dowski and team, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Wroclaw) — 6th to
7th cent., 5 oval features, of which 4 are probably dwellings, hand-made pottery
of the Prague type and decorated pottery with upper parts finished on the wheel,
fragment of an iron bowl.

A separate group of this phase is represented by the settlement of the Old
Prussian culture at Frankmowo (35), Olsztyn province (I. Dabrowska, Instytut Hi-
storii Kultury Materialnej, PAN, Warszawa), where six-year excavations of the
settlement from the 6th to 9th cemnt. were concluded, revealing a further 47 fe-
atures including 2 rectangular dwelling features (remains of a hypethetical stone
workshop, a spur from the early 9th cent); the N and § extent of the site was
established; and Jaroty (34), Olsztyn province, site 1 (W. Ziemliirlea@dirijowa,
Muzeum Warmii 1| Mazur, Olsztyn) — first season of rescue excavations, eultural
layer and features of the 6th to 9th cent, a lot of pottery, a spur and an iFen
finger-ring.

The next phase is represented by a large overground house, 85 m long, With
a cellar, an inside hearth and an outside oven, discovered at €zekanéw (28), Siedl-
ce provimoe, site 1 (B, Zawadzka-Aattsilk, Pahstwowe Muzeum Archeelegiezne;
Warszawa), on the spot of the later cemetery of the 12th—i3th cent. (see Below);
the fill contained a bucket handle, a fragmentary spindle-whonl, 3 ebjects of
amber, and a large amount of pottery from the 8th cent. At Stary Zamek (16);
Wroctaw provinee, site 6 (J. Lodiomsdki, Instytut Historii Kuitury Materialnej PAN;,
Wroclaw), exploration was continued of two parallel ditches of unkrewn funetieh;
dated by pottery to the 8th—Sth/l0th cent. Apart from the settlements, alse ihree
earthworks from this phase claim attention. These are: Przemst (12), LeszRe RFQ-
vince, site 1 (D. Durczewski, W. Smigielski, Konserwator Zabytkoéw Aucheologiez-
nych and Instytut Historli Kultury Materialnej PAN, Pozna®) — a rampart of
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Map showing important archaeological sites of the Early Medieval Age, investi:
gated in 1975. Number of the point en the map correspond te the Aumber after
the place-mames in text

earth from the 8th/9th cent., strengthened by a fence of posts interweven with
branches and reed; a widened rampart from the middie or end of the 10th cent,;
built in the crossed logs construction with heok-ended transverse logs seeured by
diagonal posts; semi-subterraneam huts in the earlier phase and overground post
or block houses in the later; Tuliglowy (20), Przemy$l province (M. Cabalska, Uni-
wersytet Jagielloniski, Krakéw), where exploration was commemced of an upland
earthwork of many parts; the central part revealed 3 huts containing mixed ce-
ramic materials from the 8th to 9th and 11th to 12th cent.; and Chodlik (22),
Lublin province, site 1 (S. Hoczyk-Simikomzm, Uniwersytet M. Curie-Sklodowskiej,
Lublin), where excavation was resumed of a large earthwork from the 7th to 9th
cent., revealing more data relating to the construction of the defences; moreover
the absence of any traces of earlier settlement below all three ramparts was
established.

Intensification of studies on the central strongholds of the early Piast Mo-
narchy and on the monumental architecture of this period should be noted. At
Kruszwica (7), Bydgoszez province, site 2 (W. Hensel and team, Instytut Historil
Kultury Materialnej PAN, Pozmaif), exploration of layers from the 11th ceat.,
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continued on the second suthwbhini, revealed two levels of streets paved with
planks and two levels of houses often with offerings under corners or floors
{(whole animal skeletons or their parts). The higher level had block houses (two
with containers for millet), and te lower, wattle and daub ones; a large mumber
of objects from organic materials, such as toys, musical instruments, parts of
a weaving loom, fragments of footwear and garment came to light. Excavations
were resumed at Giecz (10), Pozmah province, site 1 (M. Grabska, Muzeum Arche-
ologiczne, Poznarm), where an 11th—12th cent. rampart raised on a timber foum-
dation with the core presumably of boxes, was explored between the stremghold
and the submithimm. Further investigations of the castellan’s stronghold at Lad
(9), Konin province (M. Zeylandowa, Muzeum Arctheslngiczane, Poznan), revealed
new data relating to the recomstructiom of the later rampart (11th cent.) with
a stone core, faced on the outer, side by a wall of beams parallel to the rampart
course and fixed by hook-like endings of diagonally set transverse beams. Impor-
tant results were obtmined during the fourth season of excavation of a SubBUTMM
by the cathedral, inhabited by specialized artisans and noblemen in Wreelaw
(17) - Ostrow Tumski (J. Kazmierczyk and team, Uniwersytet, Wroclaw), where
four habitation levels from the 11th cent. were uncovered, each with § to §
buildings (including two feudal mamors, workshops of goidsmiths, jewelers, a eern
store); in the latest level from the 4th quarter of the 11th eent. part of
a rectangular market place came to light. Swmall finds ineluded numereys va=
luable objects such as a spur covered with gold sheet, part of a saddle oF shield
with zoomorphic representatioms, a stylus, goldsmith’s crucibles, raw material and
waste connected with the production and working of glass and non-ferreys metal:
1n Krakéw (18) on the Wawel Hil (S. Koziel, J. Niznik, Pafstwowe Zbiery Sztulki,
Krakéw—Wawel) exploration of layers in the S part of the sirongheld near ‘the
pre-Romanesgque chutch B was concluded (2nd part of the 10th—early 13th eent.);
moreover investigations were commemced in the W section of the defenees where
the debris of the older rampart revealed relics of a wall whese econstruction and
materlal are characteristic for the youmgest series of pre-Romanssgve arehitesture
on Wawel. Excavations eonducted within the town (T, Radwadsks, E. Zaitz, Mu-
zeumn Archeologiezne, Krakéw) revealed further evidence for the eariiest settlement
in the paft of the se-ealled Okét (town from before the ,losatio”, very inten-
sive in the period from the mid-Bth to 10th/11th cent. (everground strugtures
2 gwelling pits) and less so from the early 1lth to the ist half ef the 13th eent:
within the Deminiean monastery the lower part of a portal and a wall ef a Re-
manesgue building (new refectory) and early medieval culture pits have eome 18
light.

The object of the excavations in the below mentioned places Was 8 study ths
pre- or early Romanesque architecturs: Megilne (8); Bydgeszez provines: st 1
(J. Chudziakowa and team, Uniwersytet, Toruh) — iRvestigations of th@ %ﬁﬂ%}&ﬁ%'-
tine monastery church from the 1ith cent. were eoncluded (a thres-aisied ngﬂjgg
with a transept, three apses and a tower revealed in the West BéFf),; th@ BHHQ}HE
was located within a settlement dating from the 8th/Sth eent., fortified in the 18t
cent.; Lubifi (13), Leszno province (A, Dymaczewski, §. Skibifski, Tstytut Bistort
Kultury Materialnej PAN and Uniwersytet, Poznah) — initial investigations WRe3:
vered presumably Romanesque foumdation of a Bemedictine morastery oR the N
side of the preseat church (with surviving part of Romanesqye Wéﬁéz,; ,W%RBSE
(23), Kielce province (K. Bialoskérska, Wojewsdzki Konserwaior Zabytkgy, kigl-
ce) — In 1974—1975 the many-ywsws’ investigations of the €istercian aBBsy fFoH
the 1st half of the 13th cent. revealed the foundations and theif negatives of 3
earlier three-aisled sacral building form the 2néd (?) half of the 1ith ?8 1st half 8%
the 13th cent, with three bays and a sallery in the W Ppart: SHFToURdss BY
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an inhumation cemetery; the discovery was made in the cloister garth and in
S and E cloisters. Dziekamowice (19), Krakéw province (A. Jodlowski, Muzeum Zup
Krakowskich, Wieliczka) — the foumdations of the west wall of a Romanesque
church pulled down during Gothic rebuilding, and a fragment of a wall per-
pendicular to it and of unidentified function were uncovered. Przemysl (§3))Za-
mek (K. Szuwarowski, Pracownie Konserwacji Zabytkéw, Przemy$l — fragment of
an arch with external radius of 3.5 m built of limestone and sandstone slabs,
destroyed in the 14th cent., was discovered in the NE wing of the castle

Of the fortified sites dating from the later phases of the Early Medieval period
the following strongholds claim attention: Blonie-Osiek (25), Warszawa province
(A. Nieweglowski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) — the
construction of the rampart of the 12tthi4th cent, was disclosed; Recigz (5),
Bydgoszcz prowince (J. Kmiecifiski and team, Uniwersytet, E.6dZ) — dwelling and
farm buildings in the form of a block, 30 X 55. m, with their long wall adjoinig
the internal face of the rampart, a castellan’s manor-house separated from the
other buildings, two phases of destruction by fire, presumably in 1256 and around
1300; Plemigta (6), Torui province, site 1 (R. Boguwolski, Muzeum, Grudzigdz) —
a motte from the I4tfh-early 15th cent., further parts of a building with rich
assortment of metal objects including part of a balance, military finds (a sword,
axes, mail-shirts, parts of a cross-bow)), horse’s harness (bits, stirrups, mounts)
and tools (hoes, spade mounts, axes, smith’s tongs). Blatogarda (2), Shipsk pro-
vince (E. Skarbek, Muzeum, Lebork) — earthwork of the 12th—i3th cent., farther
parts of a smithy, discovered in 1973, numerous iron finds, 35 erucibles, lumps of
slag and limestone.

Moreover investigations were commenced of relatively well preserved remains
of a gold mine dating from the 11th to 13th cent, 3 km east of Lwéwek Slaski
(14), Zielona Géra province (J. KaZmierczyk, Uniwersytet, Wroctaw), where the
features explored included 4 shafts, 1 outcrop working, 7 rinsing-bowils for gold-
-bearing sand, 5 heaps of rinsed output, 2 dwelling pits, 1 hearth.

The number of investigated cemeteries from the earlier phase of the Early
Medieval period is still imited. In NE Poland (Podlasie) excavation was concluded
of a large barrow at Miodiusy-Pokrzywmo (28), Eomza province (K. Burek, Kon-
serwator Zabytkéw Archeologicznych, Bialystok) — stone construction partly in
the form of the core anmd partly pavememt, pothered from the 1B-iin~10th cent.,
and in the surroundimg ditch pottery from the 10ti-11th cent. Pottery (together
with cremated bones) of similarly differemtiated chronology was found on the sunrffa-
ce of the mound and in the ditch surrounding barrow 1 at Janéwek Lisowo (30),
Bialystok provimce, site I (K. Chilmon, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archeologiczmych,
Bialystok). In SW Poland where so far only two concentratiomns of cremation ceme-
teries have been recordied importamt results were yielded by the initial excavations
of the barrow cemetery situated within the early medieval settlemment complex eof
Sobé6tka-Slea at the village of Bedkowice (16@), Wroctaw province, site 15 (H, Sle-
dzik, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archeolngicznych, Wroclaw) — 5 barrows with cre-
mation burials scattered over- or undermeath Qumdirangular stone struectures (fwe
barrows had combined stome- and timber-structures); all monuments dated to the
8th-9th cent.

Of the Old Prussian cemeteries attention is claimed by site 1 at Newinka (4),
Elblag province (B. Wiacek, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdansk), which yielded
a further 15 features (mos. 55—69) including human cremation burials in pits
(furnished with brooches, a bracelet, a sword, spearheads) which formed rews
over skeleton burials of horses buried in either standing of lying pesition with
contracted legs and heads to S (the inventory comprised bits and parts 6f harness);
5th to 7th cent.
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Apart from the cemetery at Wachock, mentioned above, other inhumation
cemeteries associated with churches were mainly explored in N Poland. At Czersk
(24), Warszawa province (J. Rauhutowa, B. Suchodolski, Instytut Historii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, Warszawa), on site 1, Zamek, 23 graves were discovered at
a cemetery that existed between the destruction of the stronghold (mid-12th cent.)
and its rebuilding (13 th cent.), and on site 3 ,Ksieza Gé6ra” 1 grave was explored
at the cemetery presumably situated near a church, indicated by limestone slabs
discovered in secondary position. Similarly, the discovery of inhumation graves
(the oldest two from the 12th cent.) on site 9 at Shupno (26), Plock province
K. Przybysz, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa), may per-
haps confirm the existence of the church mentioned in 1185. At Swigck Strumiany
(27), Lomta province, site III (D. Jaskanis, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archeologicz-
nych, Biatystok), the remaining 1/5 of the cemetery situated round a (sacral?)
building of wood was explored yielding 177 burials arranged in several layers,
oriented too VW (11 téo BY), witibh sseamtyy ggearee ggodds, maeshyy itn féemadde bbwiadds (Gorea-
ments), 11th (?) 12th to 13th cent.

Also in N and NE Poland a considerable number of inhumation cemeteries net
associated with churches and with characteristic Masovian-Raflasie graves under
pavements and in stone-settings, were examined. The cemeteries explored in this
season date from the 12th—13th centwries. These are; Smelugi (33), Bialystok pve-
vince (L. Rauhut, Panstwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne, Warszaws) = a further
24 graves oriented to SW, furmished with axes, spear- and arrowtheads, fire-steels,
temple-rings, glass beads (some with set-in gold plate), bracelets, a few eremated
bones in two graves; Dolubowo (32), Bialystok province, site 1 (L. Dhugepeiska,
Pafistwowe Muzeum Archeologiczme, Warszawa) — a further 26 burials (1 eve-
mation), oriented to W (1 to N), a sword, an axe, spearheads, temple-rings, glass
beads, a finger-ring; Czarna Wielka '(31), Bialystok province, site 1 (U. Pewlikowska,
H. Miynarczyk, Pracownie Komserwacji Zabytkéow, Warszawa) — many years'
excavations were continued revealing 13 graves oriented to W (1 to E); €zekanéw
(29), Sledlee provinee, site I (B. Zawadizka-Mntisilk, Panstwowe Muzeum Areheolo-
giczne, Warszawa) — determination of N, W and SE limits of the cemetery, disee:
very of 12 pit of unidentified funetion, contemporary with the burials, and of a fu¥-
ther 7 graves (i female, 6 children burials) temple-rings of tin an ear-ring,
a neckring of tin, glass beads, a bracelet, a finger-ring, eg 9 shells (in ehild's
grave); a loosely found ending of an undefined object in the shape of an aureeh
head of iren with a tang.

The following sites from other parts of Poland deserve to be mentisned:
Pruszez Gdanski (3), Gdansk province (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum AF%]H%‘B]I%%}EEHS’,
Gdansk) — termination of fieldwork, 11th cent., 1 eremation Ppit grave, 18 infw:
mation graves oriented to E, N and S, some in coffins (iree-trumks?), pesF grave
goods (a small temple-ring, 2 finger-mings, a knife and fragment of & §]i][\7§’§
denarius); Komorowo (11), Poznafh province (T. Malinewski, Muzeum Ardretiegics:
Re, Poznaft) — second season of excavations of a cemetery from the end of the
i0%h and early 11th cent., 20 graves, all furnished With knives, some With Breksts
and spurs; Sary Zamek (16), Wroctaw previnee, site 5 (3. Lodowski and feap: I&-
stytut Historli Kultury Materialnej PAN, WroclaW) — commencamant of G¥cava:
tions of a cemetery from the end of the 10th t8 12th cent- 38 §raves MSsHy W_-
-griented, poor grave goods (temple-vimgs, knives; 9ccasional Bueksts): cSiiam
grave pits have sides set with stenes oF fimber-clad, 3 Burials presssd doWR Wi
large stones.
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