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HELENA ZOILIL-ADANIKOWA

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1971 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES
IN POLAND

Remains of early medieval habitaiion, sometimes accompamied by relies from
other .periods, were examined on 120 or so sites. In this season much effort was
devoted to the verification of assumed sites, their chrosmlogy and charactet. This
has provided valuable data for archasological cartography. In activities of this
kind the area explored is necessatilly limited. Because of this and of the restricted
research programme the excavattiioms of 1971 have yielded only few clues to the
solution of fundamental problems and to the reconstrugiion of various spheres of
life of contemporary population. Of the 85 or so settlemnent sites (imcluding 35 for-
tified ones), 10 sacral sites and 22 cemeteries (4 of the cremation type) about 30%
deserve to be mentioned.

The relatively most valuable results were obtained from the study of only few
villziges and 2 strongholds from phase I of the Early Medieval period, i.e. the
6th—T7th centuries. Each new site of this period greatly helps to fill in the still
numerous blanks on the habitatiion map and to recognize the basical outline of the
cultural situation in our land in the period under discussion.

In Western Pomerania there emerges the Dziedzice culture group of the 6th—
Tth centuries which shows links with the comtemporary Sukow group in Mecklen-
burg. and which was identified owing to the excavations at Dziedzice (3), and
Derczewo (2), My$lib6rz distr. (A. Porzezinski, Muzeum Narodowe, Szczecin), and
earlier at Lubieszewo site 9 (cf. ,Sprawozdania Archeollogiczne” vols. 22 and 23).
The fourth season of excavations at Dziedzice revealed a further 6 habitation
features (semi-subterranean hut) with hand-made pottery only; at Derczewo, a vil-
lage covering 1 ha wag diseovered, revealing 7 domestic and habitation features
with pottery of the Dziedziee type, occasionally ornamemted and dated as the Tth
century.

Excavations were continued of a yet undetermimed early medieval cultural
complex in the northern part of Lower Silesia and in Ziemia Lubuska; this com-
plex, with pottery which shows links (?) with the Late Roman period, precedes here
the settlement of the Tornow-iKikmica group. At Nowy Dworek (14), Swiebodzin
distr. (E. Dabrowski, Muzeum Ziemi Lubuskiej, Zielona Goéra), the continued explo-
ration of a village of the 5th (?) to 6th centuty yielded 12 features (2 semi-sub-
terranean huts, hearths, smoking pits, ete), 2 ornaments of silver sheet, a bronze
finger-rimg, hand-made pettery (e.8. low cups, biconieal, bagshaped and “Prague”
vessels), wheel-made pots (6f the “grey ware” type), nummeticllly inferior, as well
as decorated vessels shaped by hand and finished on the wheel.
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New villages from phases 1 and W/II and earthworks of early date eentinye 8
appear in northern and north-essterm Poland. These inelude: €zekandw Sﬁﬁ) 8=
koléw Podlaski distr, (B, Zawadzke-sntosik, Pafstwowe Muzeum Areheslsgiczns;
Warszawa) — inhumations of the 12th—13th eenturies and a hut (3) With hapd-made
pottery of the 6th to 7th century; Niewiadema (36), Sekeléw Pediaski distr., seftle-

Map showing important archassllogical sites of the Early Medieval Age, imvestigat-
ed in 1971. Number of the point on the map correspond to the number after the
place-names in text.

ments on sites 2 and 4 (M. and J. MiSkiewicz, Uniwersytet, Watszawa) — pits and
hearths, some with pottery of the 7th to 9th century (hand-made pets, partly fi=
nished on the wheel, some decorated, imprints of wieel-adb). At Nidzgéra (27),
Zuromin distr. (J. Gassowski, Uniwersytet, Warszawa), exploration was begun of
a stronghold of the 7th to 8th century, located on the site of an earlier settlement
of the 6th—Tth centuries (a semi-subterranean hut, a hearth, a rampart built of
boxes, a gate stone-faced on the inner side and diagonal te the axis of the fam-
part, approached by a paved road through surrounding bogs). Exeavations wWere
continued of a 6th century fortified site of undefined funetien (linked with a eult?)
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at Hacki (34), Bielsk Podlaski distr., site 1 (W. Szymanskii, Instytut Historii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) where a fence was examiimed and an assumed gate
entry, linked either with the settlement or with the superimpesed stronghold of the
1®th—12th centuries, was discovered. Moreover in this part of Poland two settle-
ments of the Balt culture of the 5th to 9th century continued to be excavated. Of
these attention should be paid to Franknowo (32), Biskupiiec Reszelski distr. (I. Da-
browska, Instytut Historii Kultuty Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) where 26 features
of the 7th—9th centuries, including 10 pit dwellings or semi-subterraneam huts were
discovered on the western margin of the settlement (in one of these a granite
stone with traces of cuts, possibly a table, was discovered next to the bottom of
a clay oven). s

Of the other fortified sites of the pre-state period attention should be drawn
to the newly discovered earthworks (A. Kola, Uniwersytet, Toruin and R, Boguwol-
ski, Muzeum, Grudiziadiz), i.e. Metno (6), Grudzigdz distr. site 1 — a stronghold of
the 8th—9th and 10th—11th centuries with houses probably along the rampart,
still 4 m high, located on the site of a settlement of the 7th century (in the earlier
phase the rampart was of limestone with a timber base, 8 m wide, and in the later
phase it was less wide with a clay core and a timber construction, now burnt);
and Ryhsk (7), Wabizezno disti., a horseshoe-shaped earthwork and an open settle-
ment of the 8th—Oth centuries, and an ellipse-shaped earthwork of the 13th—14th
centuries. At Smulsko (i1), Turek distr., site 3 (T. Poklewski, Instytut Historii Kul-
tury Materialnej PAN, E6dz), exploration was concluded of a stronghold wltimately
dated as the 8th—0th eenturies, with a rampart of crossed oak beams revetted on
the eutside with a double rew of posts set at the base. A habitation complex was
explored at Gueiow (21), Zamo§é distr. (H. Zoll-Adamikowa, Instytut Historii Kul-
tury Materialnej PAN, Krakow), where in additien te five cremation barrow-grave
eemeteries of the 7ih—Oih eenturrs, formerly explofed, two settlement sites of
the 8th—10th eenturies and a hill for were diseovered. The oval-shaped fort was
surreunded with five ramparts still partially preserved (the innermost of undeter-
mined timber eenstruetion, the outermest showing two phases: the earlier with
a rather 1eese eore, and the later, of the 1GtHyiith—1ith cemtury, with a yet unre-
c6rded stone struetute iR its suter bettom part whieh eensisted of 3 to 4 step-like
stene piles similar te bexes that formed perhaps a forewall or a foundation of the
timber strueture nAew destreyed). At Rekeraj (25), Pietekdw Tryb. distr., site 1
(A Ehmielewska, Muzeum Arehrangiezhne | Ethografiiezne, £.odz), four-year exca-
vatiens were eeneluded of a strongholid of the ifth—12th centuties with two ram-
Barts, aR 9peR ceniral space, probably paved, and remaiins of buildings probably
of pest eomstruction lscated along the rampart (Built ef 24 successive levels of
timBer and elay); traces gf hapitakion if the space Between the ramparts.

Traces of intensive habitatiom of the open type of the 8th (3) — 10th and
Lith—13th centuries were revealed at Krakow-Debniki (18) (M. Erzé, Bajstwowe
Zbiory Sztuki, Krakéw-Wawel): pits with a lot of pettery (wmeluding whits-cla
pots of Little-Pulish type, imprints of wheel axle), 2 spurs of the MW=105hMt
centuries, fragment of a bronze bracelet. At Plotrawin (22), Opsis Lubelskie district:
site 1 (M. Sulowska, Katolicki Uniwersytiet, Lubili), further elemenis 6f 3 twe-phase
settlement were revealed, the earlier phase dating frem the 8th=08th c¢enturies
(@ semi-subterrameam hut with a lot of pottery, a large spindie-whenl, 11=12 em
aeress, With the representation of the sun-disc (?), and the later ef the 12th—13th
centuries (2 semi-subterranean huts connected by a corridor, an evergreund bBuilding
with planks housed inte the slots in vertical corner peosts — the "Past-yeke” eom-
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structiom, white pottery of eastern type, 2 silver finger-mings, shears, a lot of fish
scales and bones, bones of wild animals, snail shells).

Of the numerous sites with traces of open settlements of the 10th=13th een-
turies the following should be mentioned: Smelniki (33), Suwalki distr. (K. Chilmen,
Konserwator Zabytkéw Archesingicznyeh, Bialystok) — an overground pest build-
ing, pits and a eultural layer with a quantity of fish and animal remains, pet-
shered, some Wwith wavy ernament; kupewe (18), Gorzéw Wielkepeiski distr. (T. Se-
niéw, Muzeum, GorzéWw) — a hearth, a lot of small finds including fragment of
a leather sword-sheath with lead meuntings, slags, loth/lith eentury; Kemorews
(12), Szametuly distr., site 1 (T. Malinowski, E: Navmewiicz Muzeum Areheslogisz-
ne, Pozna®) — a lake island with an earthwerk ef the Lusatian eulture and traces
of intemsive habitation of the 10th—13th eenturies (fragment of a glass vessel);
Broniewice (9), Mogilne distr., site 4 (E: Krause, Pracowmie Konserwacji Zabytkew,
Peznan) — several features of the 12th=13th eenturies, 2 ornamentsd eombs, 8 herR
objeet With plaited deeoration, a elasp, a peointed objest With a eirele:

Of the early urban erganism, studied in this seasen, we should mention Welin
(1), site 1 (W. Filipowiak, J. Wojtasik, Instytut Histerii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Woelin) where the eentre of the early medieval trading town was explered; layers
Vi, VIT and VI (the oldest with a eein from the second half of the 11th eentury)
revealed fragment of a road, 1.85 m Wwide, built of long beams, planks and faseine,
with adjeining houses mostly of wattle and daub, Whereas small finds, diseeve-
red in quantity, included erucibles for smelting noR-ferrous metals, slags, beads
and pendants of glas and amber, parts of foetwear, etc. Investigations at Biale-
gard (5) (E. Cnetliwy, Pracowwmie Konserwaeji Zabytkow, Szezecin) revesled 3 ha-
bitation levels with well preserved large bloek houses of the mid-10th-early 11ith
eentury, a rampart of eressed logs With heeks, between the rampart and the buil-
dings an epen space paved With planks, seareity of small finds, ne evidence of Bre-
ductisn of any kind: Investigations were eontinued of an early urban complex
and stronghold at Sandemierz (20) (S. Tabaczyhski and team, Instytut Histerii Kul-
tury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa) where the details of the 11th—13th eentury
fortifications on Wrgsire Zambawe were fully revealed (on the edge of the hill
a rampart of bexes and at its feet an euter rampart With a palisade and an abat-
tis). On the site of the former Coliaginn Geoxtamdanum twe oecupational phases
ditferent in character Were distinguished: an earlier, represented by am open
settlernent assesiated with the stronghold, 2nd half of the 10th—11th century, and
a seeend beginning at the end of the 1ith eentury, represented by a <ihwrchyard
{grave geeds inecluding a few ornaments and parts of dress), located near a sacral
building (either a reetangular ene with buttcesses, discovered in formed seasons,
oF an earlier building, new destioyed, and attested by only few architectural de-
tails). The eighths seasen of investigations at Lad (10), Stupca distr. (M. Zeylandowa,
Muzeum Archeslogiczne, Poznaiw), revealed the defensive construction of an 11th
eentury strenghold (eak legs with hooks transverse to the directiom of the rampart)
as well as the eastern limit of a churchyard (?) located within the stronghold (bu-
rigls With heads to W, absence of grave goods); in the subwbiumm exploration was
continued of a rectangular church with an apse and a hypothetical eentry ea the
§ side, surrounded on S and W by an inhumation cemetery (68 graves with
temple-rimgs of the 12h-mid 13th century). Important results wete obtained frem
the study of a stronghold of the 10th—11th century with a Benedietine eclgister
complex at Mogilno (8) (. Chudziakowa and team, Uniwersyiel, Teruh): the dis:
eoveries included Romanesque foundations of an apse, a iramsept aRd 4 Rave (9)
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of the 11th century (stones bound by clay) as well as medieval layers revealed wun-
der the foundations of a survivimg Romanesque west crypt (suggesting its later
rebuilding ?), whereas the east crypt contained an abbot’s grave with a tin erosier
and a male burial in a tomb of the oldest, early Gothic brick, furnished with
a richly decorated Romanesque vessel, so-called aquax manilida in the shape of
a stylized horse (12th camfury?).

Of the other sites with remains of architecture of early and later medieval
date attemtion should be drawn to Legnica (15) (J. Rozpedowski, C. Lasota, Politech-
nika, Wroclaw) where under the existing church dedicated to the Virgin Mary and
dated as the 2nd half of the 14th century remains of two older sacral buildings
have come to light; i.e. a Romamesque one (12th century ?) built of red sandstone
ashlars with one nave, a square presbitery and a semicircular apse, and the other
of early Gothic date (ca mid-13th century) built of brick, with three naves and
a two-span square presbitery. The investigations continued of the fortified complex
(end of 1lth—end of 1#4th century) and of the castle (14th to 18th century) at Sie-
radz (24), Wagivee Zamdbewe (K. Nowinski, Pracownie Keonserwacji Zabytkow,
Warszawa) produced the negative of the ceiling found 2 m above the ,floor"” of
a brick rotunda of the 13th eentury (discovered in fermer seasons). In Krakéw-
-Wawel (17) (A. Zaki, S. Koziel, PaAstwowe Zblory Sztuki, Krakéw-Wawel) further
parts of walls of a pre-Romamesque saeral building {(so-called ehureh B) or of
adjaecent buildings and an inhumadion eemetery Were unecovered in the § part
of the hillL

Apart from the cemeteries at Sandomierz, Krakéw-Wawsl, Mogilno, Lad, and
Czekanéw, mentioned above, attemtiom shound be drawn to the following imiuma-
tion cemeteries unassociated with churches, l.e. Krakéw-Zalnzomelk (19) (E. Zaitz
and tearmn, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Krak@w) — continuaiiiom, in the N part of the
cemetery all burials with heads to W, poor furniture (later part of the cemetery
or part used by a poorer populatiion ?); Mastowice (23), Wielun distr. (B. Abramek,
Muzeum Ziemi Wielufiskiej, Wielufi) — a further 25 graves of the 1ith to 12th
century, furnished with clay pots (9 burialls), a wooden bucket, a steel for fire
striking, whetstones, temple-timgs, beads of semi-precious stones and glass (2 with
gilded foll), 3 coins; Podgbrze-Pancele (26), Plock distr., site 1T (K. Przybysz, Uni-
wersytet, Watszawa) — excavation was commenced of a multi-level cemetery dated
by the exeavator as the 124h—13th centuries (?!), the skeletons mostly E-oriented,
the grave geeds ineluding a siekle, a spindle-wherl, a steel for fire striking, temple-
=Fings, aA ear-rimg, vessels, eeins; Tansk-Przedbory (28), Przasnysz distr. (L. Raw-
hut, £. Diugepelska, Pahstwewe Muzeum Archeologiezie, Wakwawa), 88 imhuma-
tiens, end ofF 1ith—i2th eentury (ene eelleetive Burial and several deuble), usually
iR stone settings, AUMRrOus OBieets ofF everyday use and efnaments (ene ef the
feale graves eentained a set of silver ernaments and bleedstone beads probably
iR & s6rt 6F & PursR), Weapens, weeden Buekets; twe uRburnished eremations in pits
dug inte pavements which gvertay #MhuMatiens.

On the cremation cemetery at Swielubie (4), Kolobrzeg distr., site 2 (W. ¥e-
sifiski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Szezecin), a further 4 erematisn
barrows of the 9th century, 2 flat cremation graves and one partial imhumatien
beyond the barrows were examimedl. The investigations at Kesecha (29), Przasnysz
diste., site 2 (J. Okulicz, Uniwersytet, Warszawa), included 3 barrews with stene
structures and cremations, perhaps of early medieval date, and flat (3) pit evema-
tions under pavements of the 1l1th—12th centuries. The excavations at Raeibérz-
-Obera (16) (E. Dabrowska, Instytut Historii Kultury Materiainej PAN, Krakéw)



326 HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOW A

comprised 2 barrows of the 8th—8th cemturies (?) with a burial in the mound (?)
and on top of the barrow, and an assumed cremation pit burial in an eblong diich.

Moreover two cemeteries of the Balts were examiimed. At Fumlany (31), Olsztyn
distr., site 1 (K. Dabrowski and team, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Warszawa)), exploration was concluded of a cemetery of the B8th—B8th centuries,
which in this season produced 15 poorly furnished human cremations (11 in pits,
1 in urn) and 6 skeleton horse hurials, one with a complete bridle @n the Ihead
of the horse, i.e. a bit, a set of rosettes and bronze plates with rivets, which de-
corated the straps, 2 bronze claps and 2 bromze strap-ends and an iron claps at
the level of the belly. The cemetery of the 5th—6th centuries at Nowinka (S0)
Elblag distr., site 1 (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum Archeologiczne, Gdafdsk), yielded 9 hu-
man cremations in pits (only one furnished with 2 brooches, 2 bromze bracelets
and an iron knife), and a skeleton of a horse with an iron bit and bronze mountings
of the bridle-straps.





