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HELENA ZOILIL-AIDANMIEKOW A

MAJOR RESULTS OF 1872 EXCAVATIONS BF EAREY MEBIEVAL
SITES IN POLAND

In 1972 the number of early mediieval sites explored Was lifiied I8 AFSHAG 86
comprising 27 villages, 36 fertified F gam HFBAR eOMPIRXES: SOME SAGHY fe alures
(one frem the pre-Ghristian peried), £ cremation semeleniel and I3 m”huma£ an
eemeteries,

The sites from the early phases of the Early Medieval peried inelude a village
of the mid-Gth to 7th century at Dziedziee (1), Myslib6tz distr, site 4 (A. BOLZ&ZM:
ski, Muzeum Narodiowe, Szezeein), wiheie the eontinued exeavalion revealed a fuyri-
her 3 semi-subterramean huts and 7 pits With hand:-made petieny, OGSaASGNaHY
ornamentedl, and a few other objeets sueh as khives, SpiRdiR-WIRRS and Whetsts:
nes. Traces of habitation frem the same peried wete diselesed A the fonlawing
lecalities in Gdanhsk Pemeramia: Pinezyn (8), Staregard Gdansd distr (& Hoig:
wiiska, Muzeumh Archeologieznt, GéahR) — Bih eeftury Rearths With hand-mads
pettery ané fragment ef an ireh Preeeh (%), a pit with petiery ot the #A 18 &R
eentify date; Pelplin-Maeiejewo (7), Tezew distt. (A. Wapinsid, Muzeum Arehes!s:
giezie, Gdat) — a semi-suBterrateanh Rut with Rand-Bede POty SeMe Hand-
:shaped R a4 slew wheeh AR ArQWHAa%, A KRife, werked antiers THe &x&avation
of site 5 at Niewiadoma (37), Sokoitbw Pedieskh Aistr (M. Miskiewss, YRiwersyiet,
Warszawe) has yielded iraces 8F a village o the 7ih-Bih Genturies. MOresver
exploratign WAy Gontinued 8t tA® later part (SiR-1Bth eent) of the 7iA- 18th é&i‘é&x‘%
village 8R §1E% 4 (18 pite with 181 8F potieny). New malehizhs Wete sBiained A
SBUHNEFR BOIAR ah where the exeavalions at Bachotz (3%, Breosbw disty. site 18
M BaicsenA BhieisiE 9;% e, KEakow) EEYr%%'l%ﬁ 13 features (&MmAIAS
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In northern Poland exploration Was eemmusal of fortitied sites from the
beginning of the Early Middle Ages. The investigations at Nidzsfra (36, Zuromin
distr, (J. Gassowskii, Uniwersyter, Watszawa), have confirmed the chronology of the
village andl the stronghold (6th-8th centwiiey and revealed Further details of the
constFyetion of the rampart i.e. a high earther mound topped by Bexes of thick
logs, aRdl a bex at the gateway, placed diagenally te the cgurse of the wall:
At Haéki (30), Bielsk Podlaski distr., site 1 (W. Szymanskil, Instytut Historii Kultury
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Map showing important archzsdlogical sites of the Early Medieval Age, investiga-
ted in 1972, Number of the point of the map correspond te the number after the
place-names in text.

Materialnej PAN, Warszawa)) further traees of 8th eentury habitation were revealed
under the remains of a stronghold of the 10th to 42th eentury; the traces included
concentratioms of field stones, a burnt layer (which contaimed broken and calcified
bones, potsherdis, fragments of casting moulds, fragment of a eomi, a bracelet and
a belt-budidie, both of bromze), twe paraliel rows 6f pesi-holes en the edge of the
platform and a heap of logs on its slope.

The investigations of proto- and early urbam orgamizatioms from the tribal and
early state period were mainly eoneentrated in Westerih Pormetramia and south
Polandl. At Bialogard (4) (E. Cnotliwy, Pracowmie Konserwadji Zabytkéw, Szczecin)
under the relies of a stronghold of the mid-10 — early iith eentuty, discovered in
the previous seasons 5 levels of earlier defensive construiion of erossed logs were
revealed: the oldest level (rampait 5 and traces of a settlement fellowing the
course of the ramipant)) — end of the 7ith — early Bth eentufy: the next twe levels
(ramparis 4 and 3) — 8-th-8th eentunirs, and finaly twe further phases that fellewed
a short break in habitation around the mid-9th eentury (ineluding rampart 1
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remarkable for its size, and thiee layets of large Bleck howses HOM ihe epd 8F tAg
gth to mid-10th century, when the stionghold enjeyed greatest Prosperity). Exéa-
vations continued in the centre of medieval Welin (3), site 1 (W. Fitipowiak
J. Wojtasik, Instytut Historii Kulbury Materialnej PAN, VWekin), Wwete esatined {8
three habitation layets of the 10th/11th eenturies (Houses, a Rapiew stregt ot planks
laid on ground beams). At Stargafd (2) (R. Rogoss, Praeownie KORsRMAGUH Z3BYKEW,
Szczecin) the second season of exeavaltions eonducted) iR the ARrtherh part of the
oldest town revealed 6 levels from the 8ih-13th eenturics, ineluding well preserved
timber-lined streets, block of waitle heuses, aRd greups of Rearths conneeied with
production and smith’s work. Exeavaifions were resumed at Wreelaw (14) (& Kai-
mierczyk, Uniwensyiit, Wroetaw) in erder to study the area of the early medieval
sububbium (6f subihibla); the early Gothie layers uneovered there cohtained 3 AYM-
ber ot valuable objects sueh as glass pieees of geld-esvered MG, 8 CONCGaiFatisA
of stained-glass pamels (Femaihs ofF a woralop), and 13th century layers 8f whieh
only a part was explored, yielding bex esnsifuctions (a rampart of domestie
buildings), a building with a layer of eharied eerh, a gilt spub, a WrHiting style of
iron and othet objects. The same excavalor has ebtained a series of 8th-13th century
elements for the reesnstruetion oF the layeut and fertifieatisn of the stronghsld,
subibbiam and village at Niemeza (13), Dzierzenibw disti, revealing twe pHASEs
of the swbikivium rampaits frem the Hth-10th eentuiiess, andl a 10th eentury wall
built of stones embedded in elay, surioundimg the eastellam’s eastle. At Ghiezne (10)
(G. Miketajezyk, Muzeum Archdlibdidite, Ghiezho) two-vaxoh reconnaissanee was
eoncluded ot a refuge (?) stromgmidi, se-ealled ,Gnieznimek™ (site 18), frem the
10ih-12th eenturies; MOreoVRr exeavaltion was eentinued of a knewn eapital strengh-
old en the ,teeh Hill® (site 15) from the Bth-12th eentuiirs, revealing an assumed
passage in the rampart that divided the sirenghold frem the subupbmm, a Burni
layer detable at 1atest to the Bth eenrtury, uheevered under the rampailt, and at ane-
ther place the peint where the rampait whieh surreunded the stronghold joined that
enelesing the subUWIBDMM.

Investigations were continued of the pre- and early Romanessive memumental
architecture which usually occurred on the sites of the above deseribed group. The
site at Krakow-Wawel (21) (A. Zaki and team, Pafistwowe Zbiory Sztuki, Kra-
kéw-Wawad]) yielded 4 stone slabs with plant and zoomorphic ornamemt typical of
the architectural decoration of Romamssque cathedral I; the slabs were found in
secomdary position in the area of the present-day ecathediral. During the imvestiga-
tions at Wislica (23), Busko Zdréj distr. (Z. Wartolowska, Uniwerspiedt, Warszawa),
conducted on the ,Regia” hill in the area of the palatial complex from the 1llth
to 11th/12th centumies, the extent of the buildings and of the inner courtyard was
established. At Czerwinsk (32), Plofisk distr. (T, Mroszke, K. €Ciuk, Uniwersytet,
Warszawa) during the second season of investigations of the ecloister of canons
regular a number of architectural details of a Romanesque ehurch were uneovered
and the absence of an assumed crypt under its mein nave was established.

Among the other strongholds of the 10th-13th eentwwies, investigated in 1872
the following should be mentioned: Biatogarda (8), Leberk distr. (E. Skarbek, Mu-
zeum, Lebork) — during continued excavations the rampart eof the 11th-12th een-
turies was explored (a kind of eressed logs constructions; the beams Were mere
densely set at the inner and outer face, whereas in the centre the timber elements
that joined the two structures were seanty); Osieezek (8), Wabrzeine distr. (R. Bogu-
wolski and team, Muzeum, Grudziass — the first season of excavation revealed
the construction of the rampart (wattle-rivetted earthen esrs), the stratigraphy of
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the enclosed part of the stromghold of the 10th-1ith eentusies, and the originally
stone-paved courtyard; the discoveties at RaeiaZz (39), Sierpe distr. (B. Buezek-
-Plachtowa, Pracownie Konserwacji Zabytkéw, Warszawa), ineluded further part
of the driveway, 3 m wide, built of beams and passing through a rampart of erossed
logs build, and fragment of an inner circular streef, 10th-12th eenturies. Four-year
excavations were concluded at Lapezyea (22), Bochmia distr., site I (A, Jodlowski,
Muzeum Zup Krakowskich, Wieliczka); as a result the date of the strongheld has
been finaly established as the 10th/11th to mid-13th century, and the existemce of
fortifications in the older settlememt of the 7th to 9th century has been excluded.

Of the numerous late eartihwoniss, including mottes and medieval eastles, the
following deserve attention: Dabréwka (12), Poznaf distr., site 1 (E. Naumowiiz,
T. Malimowskii, Muzeum Archedgiczne, Poznaf), wihere the first season of exea-
vation revealed a rampart of crossed logs, a moat, strengthemed with fascine, a three-
-chanmel industrial oven and a building on frame of vertical posts, 7 by 7 m (diwel-
ling tower ?) within the enclosure, end of the 12th — early 14th century; and
Majkowice (17), Radomsko distr. (A. Chmielowska, Muzeum Archeologiczne i Etno-
graficzne, L6dZ) — two mottes on sites 1 and 2 (the first dated as the end of the
13th to 14th century, surroumdled by a circular moat and a rampanrt, possibly of
boxes).

Only settlements from the later phases of the early medieval period were
examimedl. The only one to merit attention consisted of assumed salt-making in-
stallations from the end of the 12th to 13th century at Bialobrzeg (11), Wrze$nia
distr., site VII (A. Joddowski, Muzeurn Zup Krakowskidh, Wieliczka, and Muzeum
Archenlogiiczne, Poznan).

Among cemeteries dating from the earlier phases of the Early Middle Ages
attention should be called to the Old Prussian erermaition eemetery of the 5th to
Tth century at Nowinka (6), Elblgg distr. (M. Pietrzak, Muzeum Archeologiczne,
remains of the funerary pyre, reas one contained a skeleton of a horse placed in
Gdansk), where continued excavatiom revealed 8 flat pit burials, usually with
vertical position, and above it a humam burial richly furmished with several objects
such as an iron sword with scabbaidl, 3 iron spearheadis, a bronze brooch, a drinking
horn moumted in decorated silver sheet and a set of belt moumiings together with
a plate and buckle with open-work decoration. Important data were provided by
two Slav barow-giave eemelitfing, Wwith eremations, exeavated oh debate of the
Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Krakéw, ie. Racibéoez-Obora (18), sites
=11t (E. Dabrowaka), 6th/Tth-8th/Oth eenturies, where 4 barrews were explored (the
exploration of ene begun in i971), predueing burials en tep of the barrow or in
the mowuhd, a harrew groove with burhat layer eutlining a reetamglle at the foot of one
barrow, 7 fragrhents of iron objeets and pottery; and Gueiow (25), Zamo$¢ distr.,
sites 1 and V (H. Zell-Adamikowa) — twe barrows: of the Sth-10th eenturies (?)
and frem the seeend half ef the Tih to 8th eentury, with urh graves on top of the
Barrews (eh site I perhaps placed B8R Post) amd remaiihs BF timber eomstruetions
(heriZental beams and pests) on the peripheries of the barrew (site V).

The relatively largest number of inhumation cemeteries not associated Wwith
a church was examined in the region of Podlasie, characterized by the euuurtrence
of barrows and flat graves with stone constructioms. The first group includes the
cemetery at Doktorce (31), Lapy distr. (K. Chilmon, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archeo-
logicznyeh, Biatystok), where a barrow with 23 unfurmished inhwmetfions, of which
part at least dates from the Early Medieval period, was exploredl. Flat cemeteries
were examimed in the following loecalities: Czarna Wielka (29), Sierniatyeze distr.,
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site 1 (I. Gorska, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej BAN, Waiszawa) — 33 gfa-
ves with 171 objects, disecovery of a setilement ESﬂESHﬁE)%%EXf with the c&metery:
Rybalty (28), Slemiatyeze distr. (L. Rawhih, b. Diugepoiske Bakstwewe MUzeym
Archeologiczne, Waiszawa) — 34 heavily aémﬁ%@ Braves, iﬁel%ﬁ?& 8Re SKEl&isn
with a secondary eremation buridl, 13th-13th cepturies; and €zekanew (36), SGKS:
16w Podllagii distr. (B. Z&W}%&é‘i@a%ﬁ%éﬁq Pamstwowe MuzZenm Af&ﬂ&BiBgiezﬁs
Warszawa) — 17 bubials, mostly E- %&ﬁ%@ﬁ% one iR a eofHA (%) the %av% 98843
ineluded a bromze gilt buekle, silver and glass beads, steels foF FHie sift {hg KRife:
-eases. Two-year exeavatiens wete cofeluded of ap interesting cemetery £fom
the seeend halft of the 1ith te the end of the 13th ceniuty ai POggrze-Barcels (<§4‘f
Bloek distr, site tt (€ Proybyss, URIWRIMCh Warzawd) evealing a FHFtRer |
graves (tetal 27), ineluding one double With skeletans phaced Wwith heads i 818188_
site directions, meh usually orienied i9 E Womed 18 Y, apart F8M twe SFAvEs
the remaining BRES Weie FMrRished: the apsence ot %%%%?lss ARt Stons-settings:
characteristic oF this area (MAseVid) If StFIRG TWO cemeihes expiBred IR conéfal
BBlana shouhd Be Mentioned: Mautdwice (3), Witlup distk B ARRARRL MyZéym
Zigmt Wieluasieh Vrielud) Whers thiee-Yeal axeavations Wele concluded f&\;‘égifﬂ%
8 %8\6%% 8t the 1{ﬂ tsth 88{%&’ %, With Deads 13 W and & A the SQHIRELL BAF
the SSH{%%%E?& the W%é&%% 8{~58E‘t%‘t'1%91 1§ 40MIRANY): & RUMpR: 8F graves EoMEaingd
rSm i) o% HE %%f gftings. % & glavk %88%% characiarized By abieiee gk WS&%BBE
°“1f gne spearheady 1ng Ué% 3 reﬁ%%eﬁ arge %{%%; SE 8{;93%%}{95 knives steels
SRR AE)% %%r Puckels Sains. paBina ) Wheluh 4tk EE.&emi‘{% 2. B3:

jire-s
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U%a, uzeum rcheo d%lczne %r fCZ e, £0%Z,, WE]lel'e r%%(éue exc Va% on
uta. Uz m AI'C eO 0glcZne raficzne, L,007Z where r ue excavation ,
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& priher {5 Graviy meliding one reh male Bumal sui-
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S
roun EI?‘J a sSor a circular groove.

Attention should also be drawm to continued Investigatioms of an early medieval
urban complex at Wyszogrod (33), Plock distr. (B. Gierlach, Mazowiecki Osrodek
Badah Naukowyah, Warszawa), where new elements of a 7th-Sth century eult
centre were umncovered, including a stone circle with two stone slabs (an altar ?)
and postholes in their neighbourhwod; the circle surrownded a presumably block
building whieh eontained a second bumiial, perhaps linked with a cult, a horse skull,
2 siekles and 2 assurned stone sculptures.
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