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HELENA ZOLL-ADAMIKOWA

RESULTS OF 1970 EXCAVATIONS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL SITES IN
POLAND

In 1970 a further limitation was noted in the excavations of Early Medieval
sites. Among the 84 or so Early Medieval sites examimed, strongholds and early
urban complexes, followed by unfortified villages dominate in number (40 and 25
respectively), whereas inhumation and cremation cemeteries (15 and 6), and relics
of cultivated field (1) form a less numerous group.

Materials from the earliest phases of the Middle Ages were found in two
villages in Western Pomeramia. The third season of excavatiioms at Dziedzice (5),
Mysliborz distr. (A. Porzezifiski, Muzeum Pomorza Zachodmiieg®m, Szczecim), revealed
a further 21 semi-subterranean huts and rubbish pits, irregularly scattered ower
an area of 4000 sq. m and orientated SW—NE; they contained a lot of hamd-made
pots, mostly eggshaped and big-bellied of the 6th—T7th century type, vessels for
cornroasting, spinning whotls, iron knives and fragment of a casting mould of clay.
Seven years® execavatioms of a complex of sites from the Roman and Medieval
periods were brought to end at Lubieszewo (2), Gryfice diste. (R. Wotlagiewdiez, Mu-=
zeum Pomerza Zachodimizge, Szczeeim); site 9 (a settlement of the 6th—T7th with
pottery of Dziedzice type and of 8th—10th cent) yielded twe elongated samiisutbier-
ranean huts of the later phase, with hearths at the lenger walls, perhaps eovered
with roofs rnade of boats (?); small finds ineluded fragment of an Arabie divhem.
Important results were alse ebtained in the third seasen 6f exeavations of a seifie-
ment dated 5th/6th to the rmid—6th eentury at Osieezha (i5a), Kiesno Od¥zanskie
distr., site 1 (E. Dgbrowsldi, Muzeurn Ziemi Lubuskiej, Zielona Géra), where Further
earth huts, heafths and pits (some with traees of smelting) eame te light; they
contained a let of pettery which en the ene hand shewed links with the Prague
type pottery and en the ether was rerniniseent of the Late Reman ferms (vase-like,
miniature and barrel-shaped vessels with iAverted rims, sherds 6f “grey® {Rif-
=wallled Pets, Bess-oFAaMeRts, ete.); other finds consisted of Brenze eBjeets sHeh as
a finger-ring, a fragmentary plate with peint ernament, and Hemispherical rivet-
-heads. Petiery whieR was dated By the explerer {8 the 5th—6th eenturies was
found iA a layer underlying an earthweork of the 12{h—14th centuries at Wideradz
(33), Wielua distr. (B. Abramek Muzeum Ziemi Wieluaskieh, Wielud). Ameng &
further 8 untortitied sites which shewed habitatien iraces of the 8ih 18 11 cén-
tuky, twe deserve 8 Pe mentioned: Barkewick Mekie (31), Bistrkéw Trybunalski
diste. (3. amitska and team, Muzeum Archedlegiezne | Einegificzne, Lads), where

t Pigures following the place-names in the text correspond to the mumeratiom
on the map.
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a cultural layer with hearths and a large number of Sth to 10th century vessels
with upper parts turmed on the wheel was located in an area of about 500 squ. m;
Boleszyn (28), Turek distr., site 1 (T. Poklewski and team, Instytut Historii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, E6dZ), where a four-year study of villages of the 8th—10th and
12th—13th centuriies and of associated fields was completed revealiimg traces of
Early Medieval plough-marlks which covered the whole area of the former island
(about 8 hectams); the field strips were found to be about 3—3.6 m wide with 11
to 12 furrows on each side runmimg back and forth; moreover, differences were
noted betweem soils cultivated since the 8th and 12th—13th centuries as well as
since moderm times (soil study by B. Manikowska, Uniwersytet, E.6dZ).

One of the earliest Slav fortified sites in Poland was examimed at Hacki (41),
Bielsk Podlaskii distr. (W. Szymaniskii, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Warszawa); a systematiic exploratiom was commenced there of a high platform
with traces of a surroumdiing palisade, and of a cultural layer of the 6th century
(partly displaced or levelled by the later stronghold of the 10th—12th centuries)
whiich contained scattered hearth-sttomes; small calcified pieces of bones regularly
distributed; orgamic remains (e.g. lumps of charred substamce mainly composed of
millet graims); hand-madle pottery, found in quantity; clay whorls; a clasp and
a bronze mountimg, and remains of casting (fragments of casting moulds of stone,
small lumps of bromze, parts of ornamenty). At Lubomia (23), Wodzistaw Slaski
distr. (J. Szydlowskii, Muzeum Gornosigskie, Bytom), a five years’ exploration was
completed of a large stronghold of the 8th/9th to the close of the 9th century and
of an earlier unfortified settlement dating from the 7th—8th centuries. In 1870 no
habitation traces came to light outside the enclosure and within the additional
rampart on the NE side. In addition to new data concerning the construction and
destruction of the main rampant, and the layout of the central part of the enclo-
sure, certain clues have been obtained which suggest that the unfortified settle-
ment originated already in the second half of the 6th cemtury.

Of other Early Medieval fortified sites the results obtaimed at following six
should yet bememtiomed. At Mymon (28), Sanok distr. (M. Cabalska, Uniwersytet
Jagiellofiski, Krakd®n), b pits (perhaps parts of post-buildimgs) with materials of
the 8th to 10th century and a rampart of wooden boxes revetted with posts were
examimedl.. At Strzelce Dolne (10), Bydgoszez distr. (C. Potemskii, Muzeum L. Wy-
czétkowskiego, Bydgusznz), five years’ study was completed of a stronghold from
the 7th/8th to the first half of the 12th century, surrounded by a rampart built
of crossed logs with a clayey core and faced with beams on the inside; the disco-
veries indluded traces of buildings along the inner side of the wall, and plenty
of objects (including hand-mmadie pots or pots with upper parts turmed on the
wiheell). At Niedéw (20), Zgorzelec distr. (J. Pyrgafta, L. Gajewski, Instytut Historil
Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa), continued excavatiom showed absence of
habitatiom on the platform-forewall on the N side, four phases in the layers of
the E part of the rampart (the earliest with pottery of the 6th—10th centuries and
the later of the 11th—13th centuriies), traces of smelting production durimg the
earlier phase and remaims of a timber house of the later phase, with two contai-
ners from tree-batk filled with some 100 kg of grain each. The exploration con-
tinued at Smulsko (19), Turek distr. (T. Poklewskii, Instytut Historii Kultury Ma-
terialnej PAN, Eo6diz), included the rampart of crossed logs with a double palisade
on the outside; evidence obtained suggests that the stronghold originated in the
8th—10th centuries and not in the 11th—13th. At Bruszczewo (13), Kos$cian distr.,
site 13 (S. Jasmsz, Muzeurn Archeologiczne, Poznaf), three years’ excavatioms were
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completed of a stronghold of the 7th to early 10th century, measuring 30 or so m.
in diameter, with the rampart polygonal in plan and a forewall built of beoullders
on the outside; possible traces of a gate-tower on the E side and rermains of buil-
dings on the Inside of the wall came to light; small finds ineluded a rich assort-
ment of objects (e.g. spuis with inwandily bent ends) and pottery either Hamd-made
(ea 10%) or finished on the wheel. At Baldram (9), Kwidzyh distr., site T (M. Haft-
ka, Muzeum Zamkowe, Malbotk), the rampait ef the Sth—10th eentury strengheld
was examined; it was of timber and earth, 16 m wide at the base, stene-revetied
on the inside and elay-eovered on the outside,

Among the fortified sites of the Balt (Prussiam) culture the following sheuld
be mentioned: Bogdany (44), Bramiewo disti. (R. Odej, Konserwator Zabyikew
Archeologicznyuh, Olsztym) — continuafiiom, pottery of the 7th te Sth eentury in
secondary layer (from the stronghwld?)), an earthwerk of the 12th—13th cemturies
(among small finds a horseshoe broewh), a Medieval castle of the Teutomic Knights
and Weglelsztyn (42), Wegorzewo distr. (J. Okuliez and tean, Uniwersyiteh, Was:
szawa), sondage examimafion of an earthwork of several phases (materials from
the Early Iron Age, 6th to 11th centuties and pettery of the Masevian type frem
the 11tHyiR2th to 18th centuty), a rampart built of timber and earth in the earlier
part, and of earth and clay in the later one.

Among the studies on the later phases of the Early Middle Ages, i.e. the Piast
period, those of stronghelds and early urban organisms merit speeial &ftention.
Ot the villages exarimed of speclal intetest is only site 4 at Przysieka Stara (14),
Kodclan distr. (A. Prinke, Konserwator Zabytkéw Archeologiczmyeh, Poznai), which
revealed 41 pits and 3 concentrations of objeets; 2 spurs and an iron dagger as
well as the lower part of quernstomes lying in sita in a pit with a preserved sef-
ting of elay-eementrd field stones showld be mentioned. OF the earthwerks &xami=
ned, the fellewing five have yielded neteweorthy results. At Kamieh Pemerski (1),
distr. loce, site 4 (W, Qarezyfiski, Muzeum Pomerza Zachodmirge®, Szezeein) {he
exploration was ecommenced of the inner wall whieh divided the strongheld frem
the town (fthree phases of construction of the 10th—12ih centwrirs) and of the 124k
eentury Buildings inside the enelosure sueh as dwelling structuies Built of 18gs
and demestic structuies with wattle wally; part f a eifeular street gt planks 1aid
en legs and rumming aleng the [ARer base of the rampart was alse &xamined;
small finds ineluded a wheel-hub, a weeden steel, fragments of beat sides, aAd
netweights et stones. At Raeias (35), Sierpe distr. (B. Buezek- BAACHIQWR, PFACOW:
Rie IBRSErwacl: Zabylkdw, Warszawa), expleration Was coAtRued gk the Ay
charied eonstruchions of the enirance 18 the HHA—I3tR ceRtury SHARURRMY APAVE:
ment, ruins gf some structuie, PerRapy 3 gated, assumed HACes gf AIrARGe RAFL!:
eade) and of indistinct fraces ot some siructuies (BF posts 3) inside EB% 8&&'&3&{8
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One of the most fascinating and enigmatic features of the Early Middle Ages
is studied at Sandomierz (29) in the area of the former Collaghiitm GoSnstRiwLIR
(S. and E. Tabaczyhski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN, Warszawa). The
two years of excavations revealed most of the surviving foundation and partly
overground walls of a rectangular sacral building with slant buttiesses in the e€or-
ners and upright ones at the wallls, built in the apparedii allenggs technigue with
the use of mortar. Because of the combination of the Gethie form and the pre-Re-
mamnesque technique the dating of the buildings rernains am 6pen guestien. The
discoveries of 1970 included Inhumeition graves with temple-iimgs of the fifh—12th
eentutiies, the graves being disturbed by the ehureh walls which ia this part shewed
traces of rebuwilding (a slight turm in the axis, a different Masenry patteth, SECoA-
dary use of Romanesque arehitectoniic detaily); aceerdingly, the trmiiMis PedRD
of erecting the chuich ef rather of its rebuilding has Been ebiaiped the Jatter
alternative being moere plausible for the explerers.

Of the remaining nine sites with reraiins ef stronghelds ef embry® tewns #he
following five should be mentioned en aeeount of the relics 6fF steRe 8f Briek
architecture produced: Lad (17), Stupea distr. (M. Zeylandewa and team, Myzeum
Archeologiczme, Poznaf) — exeavation centinued of the sWnupBMm revealed hapi-
tation pits, remains of an assumed stone dam ever the moat (geld bead and dena-
rius of Wiadystaw I) and outlines of a reetangular Structyn®, 7 By 8 M, IR {he
shape of an earthen fleer with plenty of mertar {umps, Broken signes and a few
ashlars, and with remains of an assumed apse oR he east side, surrgunded wWith
an inhurnation burial greund. At Sierads (34), distr. loce, Wagsise Zamkowe M NS-
wiiski and team, Bracownie Kenserxach Zabylkovo, Walszawa) — the GHEHIAL BFIEK
struetue whieh was revealed iR 1989 has Besp idepiified a3 a &8%% BEEAYSE
of an apse feund at iis east end; it probably dates From ihe 1st halk gk the 130
eentury and abutted oA a rampart 8f wosden Boxes gF fwe periods of consiry 8{1811
(end of the 1ith i8 early 13(h cent and sarly 13 — &nd Hﬁe 14 % SSHQ% g{
Magilne (11), diste. 168 (3. ERutzIAkOWA, URIWEE zé%%% Oriih arg&%e%% ical an
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In addition to the inhumatiom churchyards at Sahdiemiriz, Lad, Megilne and
Poznah-Garfieny, mentioned above, the following ehureRyards ean yet Be MeAtLIS-
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ned: Kielce (30), the Cathedral (J. Kuczyfski, Muzeum Swietoknzysikie, Kielee), the
exploration of graves from the last quarter of the 12th to the 1st half of the 13th
century revealed four female burials noteworthy for the abumdiame of armaments,
only very occasional in cemeteries situated in the close neighboutrhood of a church;
they contained namely necklaces composed of 28, 50, 609 or 146 beads of glass and
sometimes of bone, amber or rock crystall. Cedynia (4), Chojna distr., site 2 (H. Ma-
linowska-Eazanazy;, Muzeum, Cedymia) — further expleration of an extensive
ehurehyard revealled 190 graves on 200 sq. m, the dead with heads te SW, seme in
goffins, two in settings of field stones, furnished with parts of garments efmaments,
kniives, steel-strilkes, needles and numeiows 18th century eeins. Execavations at Klasz-
torek (8), Kwidizyth distr., site 2 (E. Kuszewska, Muzeum ArchroRgiczin, Gdadsk),
yielded graves, pattially disturbed by the Gethie ehurelh built in the 13th—15th cent.,
their snly furmishing censisted of belt parts found iR twe graves.

Among the group of cemeteries not assoclated with church four sites in Maso-
via and Podlasiie, with graves usually encircled by stones or under pawings, merit
speclal attentiom. These are: Eaczyno Stare (36), Przasnysz disti. (L. Dhugopelska,
Pahstwowe Muzeurm Archeologiczne, Watszawa)), 2nd half of the iith te 2ad half
of the 12th eentury, 20 graves, the dead with heads te SE and W (furnishing eom-
sisted of an arrowirad, teels, numerows beadw); Niewiadema (37), Seketdw Pedlas-
ki diste. (M. and J. Miskiewiez, Uniwersyiet, Warszawa), eontinuation, Lith—ifh
eenturies; Gzekanéw (36), Sekeléw Podlaski distr (B: ZawadzkarAMAsit, BaAstwe-
we Muzeum Archergifgne, Warszawa), further expleration revealed 22 graves 8f
the 12th—18th eenturies, with dead mostly IR eoffins, usually erientated W, fuf:-
Righed with 130 ebjeets sueh as fragment of a spuk, petieny, teels, &FRamMents;
Gzarna Wielka (39), Siemiatyeze distt. (M. Pikulifska-Civk, Pracewnie Konserwa-
il Zabytkew, Waiszawa)), further expleration revealed 7 stone settings witheut
traces OF Burhahs and 6 skeleigns without any furnishing, FBURA uRAe: 3 MO4ErA
[oad. From ihe sites gf the type descriped abave the EBHB%B& et 2dention:
Krakow-Zakiz0Welk (35) (W, MOrawsld, Muzeum Archeoiegicsnt KIakdw) FIFher
exploratien ot a cemetery Hom the §HQ Ratf gf the 1R ie m‘a st hatk of the
1310 GERIHLY dizciosed 13 gravey he dead ysually arientated WAE% H%Sﬁ% 13 W
8t E relatively pagrly furmished; ik al with a 'd%l&‘é‘t BE%%%’E)H % made gt
an 8FH§£H%HE%% ifon Sheet ang twe Ggins posaiBly oF the 14/13fh GeRiures: N
Wes 8%% ang patl 1% northern {imit gk the eemetery was sz&s%ha%@%% AL Masfowics
&2 i e r%m%& Migaun 2 Wiluisie “Wieli), resets Soia-
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digections @qlgg))rly furnished (temple rings, a knife, a steel-strike and a dena-
rius from ca 1190).

In the excawaifions continued of the cremation cemeteries at Swielubie (6),
Kolobrzeg distr., site 2 (W. Eosinski, Instytut Historii Kultury Materialnej PAN,
Poznaif)), 9th century barrows with pits or scattered cremations were examined,
whereas at Rozumice (22), Glubczyce distr. (E. Dabrowska, Instytut Historii Kul-
tury Materialnej PAN, Krakéw), a large barrow, partizllly explored, revealed chnar-
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red human bones mostly found on top and slopes as well as Early Medieval and
Neolithic potshetds, the latter in quantity. Of over 100 barrews which were disco-
vered at Czarnorzeki (27), Krosno distr. (J. Janowski, Muzeurn, Krosme), four were
examined revealing a cremation layer or accumulation of ash in the central parts
of the mounds and a lot of Early Medieval potsherds in barrow no. 1. An assu-
med cremation barrow was explored at Izbicke (21), Strzelce Opolskie distr., site
2 (S. Pazda, Uniwersytet, Wrocltaw)), revealing several concentrations of charred
bones in the mound, and a gold ear-timg with a hollow pendamt and gramulation.
Another two assumed barrows which were investigated at Puszeza Bislewieska
(40), Hajméwka distr., forest section ne. 256 (I. Goérska, Instytut Historii Kultury
Materialnej PAN, Warszawa), disclosed timber constructions regarded as fences in
the central parts wheteas no traces of burials of furmishing came to light. The
only cemetery of the Balt culture was further explored at Tumiany (43), Olsziyn
distr., site 1 (K. Dgbrowski and teafm, Instytut Historii Kultuty Materialnej PAN,
Warszawa)), producing human cremation graves (36 in pits and 8 in urps), da-
ting from the 5th to 8th century (grave geods eonsisted of ornamented bBreeehes
of bromze, buckles, clasps, glass beads, silver and bronze harmess mOURtinGS) as
well as 6 horse Inhuration burialls, ineluding 5 double enes, furnished with bridie-
bits, iron shears, combs, ornaments of silver and bronze, and remains ef a lavishly
ornamented bridle found in sity. on the herse skull.
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