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WOIJCIECH IWANCZAK

THE ROLE OF ARMS IN GALL’S AND KOSMAS’ CHRONICLES

Understandablly, the earliest Polish and Bohe-
mian chronicles have long been the centre of at-
tention on the part of historians and researchers.
Besides separate analyses of each text, a number
of comparisons have also been made. As records
containing information on the earliest history of
Poland and Bohemia are scarce, comparative studies
turn out to be one of the few successful methods
of drawing more precise conclusions. Gall’s and
Kosmas’ ¢hronicles contain numerous analogues
as well as differences. Let us therefore briefly dis-
6uss the reasons why a juxtaposition of the two
werks, theugh to a limited extent, seems justified.

Written in the first half of the twelfth century,
both chronicles are chronologically related. At
that time, the two countries, Poland and Bohemia,
were at the same stage of development, though
their political situations differed in many respects.
Nonetheless, the works depict two neighbouring
countries sharing many commen positive and
negative characteristics. It may also be noted that
both Gall and Kesfnas represent the same cultural
cirele of the Latin Christian community.

It has long been known that both chronicles
are an interesting source of knowledge about arms
and armour as well as other military accessories,
in the broad sense of the word, used in contempo-
rary Poland and Bohemia. They contain data re-
ferring to the social aspects of wars and armed
conflicts, army organization, military strategy and
tactics as well as provide information invaluable
for the study of arms and armourt, The hitherto

! For example, J. Dowiat, Kilka uwag o sétownintwie
Galla Awomiina: w zwigehu z zagadhiaméem orgawizaciii Sif
zhrojmyeth za Bolestama: Krzywausteego (Some RerwawMss on
the Kacabulary Used by Gall the Anomymanss in Cawmection
with the Issue of the Organizatiiom of the Avwed]! Forces in
the Reigm of Bolestaw the Wiry-Mouthed)), ,Kwartalnik
Historyczny” 66, 1959, pp. 29-49; B. Krzemiefiska,
Kronitka Koswasa jaiew Zrdddy do dziejow waiskowosei

existing literature has dealt with many relevant
queries. However, many fundamental questions
remain unanswered®. One of the most basic pro-
blems is the state of research in respect of the ma-
terial culture of the Early Middle Ages. Although
substantial research has been conducted, the sur-
viving finds do not allow of a full reconstruction
of the weaponry of Polish and Bohemian forces at
the time of the Plast and Premyslid dynasties.
Consequenilly, researchefs encounter problems
with analysis of relevant written recerds and draw
hypothetical cenelusions, whieh cannet be com-=
pared with the corresponding surviving weapons
and ether items of military equipment.

The aim of the present paper is to examine the
chronicles mentioned in the title from the per-
spective of studies of arms and armour. However,
the issues of war ‘culture’, ethics, patterns of be-
haviour as well as established norms characteristic
of armed conflicts remain central to the investiga-
tion. The function of weaponry and its cultural
and soclal context found in the chronicles seem as
interesting as its descriptions and attempts at juxta-
position of the produets of the writers’ imagina-
tion, affected by extremely striet norms of con-
temporary eenvention, and the so-called realities
and material eulture.

There is yet another quality shared by both
chroniclers. Neither of them conceals his aversion

{Kosmas ' Chronicle as a Source fov the History of Military
Scienze)), ,,Studia i materialy do historii wojskowosci” VI,
1960, part 2.

2 Cf. K. Olejnik, Stan badar nad poliska historia woj-
skowg do korica XV wiekw {Results of Reseawchh into Palish
Milivary History to the End of the 15th Century), ,,Przeglad
Historyczno-Wojskowy” 2003, No. 2, pp. 7-18; a recent
comprehensive outline of the results of research into me-
dieval Polish accessories with bibliographical references in:
A. Nowakowslkii, Wojskowosé w Srediowiaoznegj Polsce
{Military Seiere® in Medienal! Polardj), Malbork 2005.
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to the other: Kosmas does not like the Poles? and
Gall makes no effort to hide his dislike for the
Czech people. Thus it may be assumed that their
attitudes are equally tendentious.

Both works clearly reflect central European
authors’ perception of the role played by arms,
military equipment as well as their users, that is,
warriors, mostly knights, in contemporary reality
(Gall’s descent seems irrelevant here as the chroni-
cler represented the Polish state). As our disciis-
sion is centred on the Latin civilization circle,
which created the ethes of the knightly ‘Interna-
tional’, an international community of knights,
the classic example of knightly magie adventure
literature, the “Seng of the Nibelungs”, needs o
be gueted here. 1A the fellewing seene, ene of the
protagenists, the ruler ef the land, the Ausband of
Kriemhild and the father ef Gunter, Siegfried, at-
fives after a Bear hunt, earrying an extremmely fieh
set of arms and armeur, the deseription ef whish
appears t6 be veiy useful for Sl comparaiive sty
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In what manner stately / unto the camp he rode!

He bore a spear full of mickle, / great of strength and broad.
A sword all ornamented / hung down unto his spur,

And wrought of gold all ruddy / at side a glittering hom he wore.
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Of richer hunting-garments / heard O ne’er tell before.
Black was the silken tunic / that the rider wore,

And cap of costly sable / did crown the gallant knight,
Heigho, and how his quiver / with well-wrought hands was
rich bedight!
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A skin of gleaming panther / covered the quiver o’er,
Prized for its pleasant odor. / Eke a bow he bore,

The which to draw if ever / had wished another man,

A lever he had needed: / such power had Siegfried alone.
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Of fur of costly otter / his mantle was complete,

With other skins embroidered / fro m head unto his feet.
And ‘mid the fur all shining, / full many a golden seam
On both sides of the valiant / huntsman saw ye brightly gleam.

3B. Krzemienska, Polska i Pofacy w opinii czeskie-
go kronikavzas Kosmasa: {Poland and the Poles in the
Opinion of e Czecth Clhromiclkr Kasmas)), ,,.Zeszyty Naukowe
Uniwersytetu E.6dzkiego, Nauki Humanistyczno-Spoleczne™
Series II, 1960, fascicle. 1S, pp. 84 seqq.
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Balmung, a goodly weapon / broad, he also wore,

That was so sharp at edges / that it ne’er forbore

To cleave when swung on helmet: / blade it was full good.
Stately was the huntsman / as there with merry heart he rode.

956

If that complete the story / to you I shall unfold,

Full many a goodly arrow / did his rich quiver hold
Whereof were gold the sockets, / and heads a hand-breadth each.
In sooth was doomed to perish / whate'er in flight the same
did reach*.

The description found in this slightly overlong
extract from one of the most famous medieval
eposes, which could be the subject of a detailed
analysis itself, contains a list of objects which are
also mentioned in the twelfth-century chronicles
by Gall and Kosmas, the products of the post-
Carolingian cultural circle. It should be noted that
although Siegfried’s equipment was used for
hunting, it was not always possible to differentiate
clearly between the clothes and gear used while
hunting and the arms carried by warrioefs on the
battlefield?,

The basic set of offensive and defensive arms
and armour used by early medieval Polish and
Czech warriors has frequently been discussed in
the scientific literature®. It may only be noted that
the sword, the speat, the battle-axe, the bow and,
from the twelfth century onwards, the cross-bow,
were the most common offensive weapons while
the sult of armour or chain armout, the helmet and
finally the shield were applied to defence. In addi-
tlon, a number of less typical kinds of arms, such
as knives, daggers, maees, slings, and last but net
least siege tewers were iA use.

4 Project Gutenberg, The Niebelunganiéeld: Tianslated
into Rhymed! Englisth Kerse in the Metre of the Original by
George Henry Needlkn;, 1% January 2005, verses 951-956.

5See: A. Samsomowi tazt Aureetine w Polsce Piastow
i Jagiellen@w {Hunting in Poland! at the Time of the Piasts
and the Jagidlling)), Wroctaw 1991,

¢ On the subject of Poland cf.: A. Nowakowski,
Wigjskowosé w Srediniowirazneg Polsee {(Military Scienze in
Mediienall Polaimndj), where further literature; for information
on Bohemiacf.: I Kuxffiiirst, Kdledné déjiny céskosstoensié,
Praha 1937; O. Frankembengen, Pod orlici, Ivem a kali-
chem, vol. 1, Prague 1938; P. Choc, S metem a &titem.
Ceské ranéfgendliiii vojenstvi, Prague 1967; Vojenské d&jiny
Ceskostouensiten (do roku 1526), vol. 1, ed. Z. Prochdzka,
Prague 1985.
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The sword played a key role in military activi-
ty. It also performed ideological, sacral as well as
symbolic functions’. The importance of swords
was emphasized by the fact that they were given
special names by their owners: Siegfried, men-
tioned above, had a sword called Balmung,
Charlemagne had grown very attached to his
weapon called Joyosa, King Arthur was very adept
at using Excalibur and, even treacherous Ganelon
from The Song of Rolaind/ possessed a sword by
the name of Murglies®. It may only be noted that
the same custom was subsequently followed in
the case of sabres, which were also given names,
as well as large eannens. At the time of the Hussite
wars, heavy gufs used te be referred i6 by
hares’.

Scanning through the chronicles by Gall and
Kosmas, the reader is astonished by the numerous
meanings attributed to the sword and the number
of ideological contexts where the weapon ap-
pears. Generally speaking, the sword seems to be
a multi-function weapon. 1t is used for rhetoric
oppositions and contrasts. Gall says that heathens
cannot be converted to Christianity by means of
the sword of preaching and the most stubborn
cannet be wiped out by means of the swerd of
destruction™®, The sword was a truly noble weap-
on, used t6 eonfer knightheed, whieh funectien is
alse mentioned by Gall'!. Alse, te be killed with

7 The literature is extremely rich, cf.. M. Ghosek,
Znakii i napisy na mieczacth $redniomitezrmpbh ziem polskich
(Emblems and Inscrijptianss on Mediieual! Swordsffoom Polisth
LardB)), Wroctaw 1973; by the same author, Miecze
Srodkowertinapeiskide (Central Europeam Swords), Warsza-
wa 1984; E. Oakeshott, Recovds of the Medteual! Swiord,
Woodbridge 1991; most recently: O. Lawrynowicz,
Tresci ideowe broni rycersiiny w Polsee wiekdw Stednich
(The Fdeolhbginal! Content of Knighilly Avms in Medieval
Poland)), £.6dz 2005.

® E. Doubek, Studiem zu den Wigffennamen in der
Hofischhem Epik, “Zeitschrift fiir deutsche Philologie”, 59,
1935, pp. 313-353.

9 W. Iwaniczak, Bro palha w wojsku czeskim péine-
go Sredhiowinnzan (Firearms in the Czech Army of the Late
Mididle Ages)), [in]: Heraltjkea 1 okolize, ed. A. Rachuba,
S. Gérzyriski, H. Manikowska, Warszawa 2002, pp. 377-388.

19 Galii Awomymii Cronicae et Gesta ducum sive princi-
pam Polomorum, ed. K. Maleczyhski, [in:] Mowmmenta
Polomiaee Historias, Nova Series, Cracovia 1952, p. 7: Sed
nee gladio preditaniomss cor eorum a pevifidia: potitt revo-
cari, nec gladio iugulationis eorum pemiitiss vipperalits prog-
enies aholeri.

i Omeanfeming kmigihtihoodimPolendef : 27 Iid w sisik i,
Pasowaniie na rycerza ksiaiay polkidioth we weezslmigjszym

a sword was considered an honour. Describing
the so-called peasant rebellion of the 1030s*, the
chronicler admits that some of the culprits were
beheaded in a noble way, by means of swords,
while others got simply stoned to death®. The
commonly cited account of the death of Bolestaw
the Brave (Polish Chrobry) contains the following
lines: ‘Frof a distance, 1 can also see a sort of shiny
carbuncle belng bern of my lolns, whieh seizes
the grip ofrny sweid 1o illusiinalie entire Poland! 1,
These words are known te feretell the reign of

Bolestaw11theWry=-Mowihed(PARMKZ M),

whe i the twelfth eentury will ‘seize the grip ef
the swerd’ o rule ever Peland as the werthy heir
of the great menareh. The swerd whieh appears in
the abeve eentext is net efly a military teel but
alse a symbel of pewer and autherity. Mest pre-
bably, the images of rulers, freguently elad in full
armeur, depieted en medieval esins and seals per-
fermed a similar funetion. Undeuntiediy, the gia-
lity of arms was ef eensiderable imperiance {6s,
But 8ur knewledge is very limited in this respest.
Hewever, the ehrenieles eontain several meaning-

Sredmionicazn.; znaczenite ideowe i politgazee (Conflerring
Knighittonztl on Polisth Dules in the Earlly Middle Ages: The
Ideological! and Politicall Meaming), ,Kwartalnik
Historyczny” 104, 1997, No. 4, pp. 15-35; D. Piwowar-
czyk, Furliejre i ceremoniil] pasomamiia rycersiikgw na zie-
miacth poldkiadh (XT-XHIII w.) (The Funetians and Cetemony
of Conferving Knigiitinnst! in Polisth Lands ({IM-18"
Centuries), [in:]: Od narodzin do wieku dojrzetegm. Dzieci
miodiziez w Polse (From Birith to Adudiiinnst). Childven and
Adblrsesnizs in Poliand)), Patt. 1, Od Sredniiowitezan do wieku
XVIII {From the Miditlte Ages to the 18ith Cenluny)), ed.
M. Dabrowska, A. Klonder, Warszawa 2002, pp. 192-217;
on the same Ceremony i Bohefnia see: W. hwaficzak,
Pasowaiife ryeersiire na ziewiatdh ezeskich — ceremonia
symidelieznim i instrume: poliiykt (Conferving Kenighihood
in Czeeh Lands. A Symbolie Ceremony and an Inswumenir of
Polities) , “Kwartalnik Historyezny” 91, 1984, Ne. 2, pp.
255-273.

2 D. Borawska, Kryzys monarciiiii weezesropiastow-
skiej w latach trzydziestyeth XV wieku (The Crisis of the
Early Piast Monarethy in the 10305), Warszawa 1964.

8 Galfi Amomymii...., pp. 42-43: Insuper etiam a fide
katholica: deviartes, quo sine voce lacrimaitilli dicere non
valemus, adversus episcopos et sacerdbies Dei seditionem
inceperunts, eorumque quosdam gladie quasi dignos pere-
merunl, guosdanm vero quasi morve digres viliori Aapidibus
obruerant.

“ Ibidenm, p. 37: Wideo etiam de longimquw de humbis
meis procetiee quasi carbumealivm emicanteam, qui gladii
mei capulo conmexus, suo splendiane Polomiarm totam efficit
relucentem.
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ful remarks on the subject. For example, Gall says
that ‘Polish swords are hard enough to fight with
the emperor himself"*3, which may refer to both
the courage displayed by Polish knights, who will
not yield to the powerful enemy, and the quality
and resilience of their weapons. The sword as
a means of resolving conflicts with the Holy
Roman Empire is also mentioned elsewhere in the
text. Bolestaw 111 the Wry-Mouithed faces a diffi-
cult choice inflicted on him by the emperor: He
can elther approve of his stepbrother Zbigniew
and pay tribute to the Hely Refan emperer of
‘take his courage in beth hands and divide the
Pelish kingder by means of a swerd*™®. This is
the way the emperor suggests that the Pelish duke
shiould enter inte an armed eenfliet. Let us ite yst
anether eentexts in whieh the swerd appears iA
Gall’s ehreniele. When Jarestaw the Wise had re-
fused Belestaw the Brave his sister, the latter,
seeking revenge, set en an expeditien te Kiev and
seized the eity. Aeearding te the ehreniele, ¢...he
entered unhindered the great and rieh eity; {88k
his swerd eut of the seabbard and struek the
Gelden Gate with it When his peeple astopished
By his deed weuld ask him why he had dene 6,
Belestaw gave a witty answer, “The Gelden Gaie
strdele with ﬁag swerd has yielded ie me teday and
the sister of the mest eowardly of all kings, whe
had refused me the Fight e marry her, will yield 1
fhe EBHI%BE However, she will net share 2 Bed
with Belestaw as his wife But will Became Ais
fRistress for one Right: This Is the Waz he will
avenge the disrespect for RIS family 8a fhe part of
the RuS; Instlt 3Rd disheRsur them::- 7. The maHF
of striking the gate oF 2 seized city with 2 sword,

¥ Galfi Anomymii..,, p. 126.

¥ Galli Anonymi...,, p. 130: Quapropter aut oportet rtcfra-
trem tuum in regni medietatem recipere, mibige QCC maess
annuatim tributarias, vel totidem milites in expedicionem dare,
vel mecurn, si vales, ense Polonoruin regnum dividere,

7 thidem, pp. 22-23:. 4 Brerhaus nilosshireesisente
civitatenn magmam et opuleniaim ingrediens et ®waginato
gladiiv in auream portam percucitass, Fisu saFis 102030 Suis
admivantitiugs, cur hoc fGaiseet;, enodawil: Sicuy, inguit, in
hae hora aurea penta: civitaiis ab Isto ense peveulittis, sic in
nocte sequenti; Soror regis ignavissiimi mihi dari prohibita
corrumpeing;,; nec tamen Bolezhum thoro marivalli, sed eon-
cubinalli singudanii viee tantum coniuRgeINly; qualiis hoe
Tt noswri gereniss iniuria vindicels; et Rutenis ad dede-
cus et ad. ignominiaim inpyterur.
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existing in European historiogtaphiy, in this case
foretells the forthcoming disgrace',

In Kosmas’ chronicle the sword seldom pet-
forms the function of an ordinary weapon. It ap-
pears in situations calling for bold and determined
action to become a tool of resolving difficulf prob-
lems. For example, Bolestaw called the Cruel,
took the decision to erect a stronghold being a copy
of ancieat Roman fortifications. However, his
lleges refused to do the work claiming that they
preferred to be killed with a sword rather than
work as slaves. Outraged, the ruler, whe hated re-
sistanee, eut off the head ef a randem rebel with
his swerd. It was litile wender, the rest agreed 6
eatry out Belestaw's erders and begaed fergive-
ness fer what they had dene. Eveﬁw&u?; the
Reman style strengheld was eenstructed®®. The
ehrenieler’s attitude is unelear here. The swerd
Beeermes a teel of justiee and punishment as well
a§ a synenyrm ef pewer, whieh must be exereised,
hewever eruel. 1t is the swerd that is considered
the instrufment fof punishing sinners: Aeesrding
te Kesmas, §i§HBB Sever expressed His epinien
iA the 16303, adding that that was the reasen Whg
dukes were swerds attached i8 their Belts®.
Undeubiedly, the term swordr as well as related
phrasesiagy were Hsed By the ERureh in Very spe-
eific contexts: While on his deathbed HErman,
Bishop of Brague, whe died i 1123, admitied that
he Rad Been Hghting il the name of Ehrist Hélﬁ%
the ‘Sword of the cufse’ &Hﬂ had made 18 &HEmB
at ihe EBRVELIBH of the ‘heathen pesple:, that Is
18 say, the Jews: THe aBave GORceptan of the
rele &F the sword egrrespands ig e Idea of the
Ertsades and the knightly expeditions A defence

8 cf: J. Banaszkiewiicz, Bolestaw i Poredstawa.
Uwagt o uroezystoskii starowitmin wiadky w zwiggky z wej-
Sciemw Chrobrego do Kijowa: (Bolestamw and Petedslawa.
Rervariss on the Ceremory of Instiiing the Ruler in Con-
nection with Bolestaw the Brave's Arvingl/ in Kiev), “Kwar-
talnik Historyczny” 97, 1990, Nos. 324,

¥ Cosmae Pragensiss Chronica Boemanum,, ed. B, Bret-
holz, [in:] Momumeniz: Germariinte Historika Scriptaies re-
rum gevmanitaramg, Nova series, vol. 11, Betlin 1923, pp.
40 seqq.

© fhicewn, p. 87: Severus episcopus dixit: Ista ducis de-
liberateo iusta sit anathenair: firma. Nem ad hoe vobis duei-
bus mucro pendfir infkmaree, 1t manus vestras sepius Aavetls
peeeainriss in ssanguine,

2 fpiglenm, p. 222: ...apastaivicestn gentenn nOR revecavi
nec in gladiio anatiematiss pio Christo dinnidcai...
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of faith organized by the Church. It may only be
noted that it was then that the concept of ‘Militum
Christi’, Christ's warriors, gained in importance®.
In addition, in the epoch in question, a theory ac-
cording to which there existed two kinds of sword,
the lay and the clergy sword, came into being®.
Both literally and figuratively, the decisive blow
was always siruck with the sword. When St.
Adalbert died a martyt’s death, Gaudentius, who
‘was his physical and spiritual brother as well as
his inseparable companion in every hardship and
worty, suffered not physical but spiritual pain.
When he saw his brother belng chopped to pieces
with the heavens’ javelins, he felt as if a sword
had pierced his own heart and all he desired was
to die the sarme death’®*.

Frequently, there was a fine line between the
figurative, the symbolic and the literal. Duke
Wioscistaw, the proud ruler of the Laczanie peo-
ple, had taken the decision to conquer the whole
of Bohemia. ‘In order to find out how powerful
his forces were, he sent a sword to all corners of
his provinces announcing his will: Every man
who was taller than the sword was to be punished
with it if he set off for battle more slowly than it

2 Cf: A. Harnack, Militia Christi. Die <hmistliche
Relligiom und. der Soldatenstand] in den erstem drei Jahr-
hundirtem, Tibingen 1905; C. Erdmanm, Die Enstehung
des Kreuzzugsgeetémikoss, Stuttgart 1935; R.R. Bolgar,
Hero or Awntitfkna?? The Genesis and devellopmanis of the
Miles Christiamus;, [in:] Concepts of the Hero in the Middle
Ages and the Remaissaneez, ed. N.T. Burns, C.J. Reagan,
New York 1975, pp. 120-146; G. Althoff, Nume fiant
Christi  milives, qui dudwm extiterunir raptoves. Zur
Entstething von Rittertum: und Rittevetiies;, ,Saeculum™ 32,
1981, pp. 317-333; W. Iwanhczak, Miles Christii. Z dzie-
oW pewngy; idei w Czechaelh przatiusypiisbh (Miles Chrlsti.
From the History of an Idea in Pre-Hussilee Aiovemia),
“Euhemer” 1983, No. 5, pp. 39-53; ,,Militia Christi** e Cro-
giata nei secolli XXX/, Milano 1992,

B Cf., for example, T. Dobrzenieckii, Teoria dwdich
mieczy w programiée sgdly ostatezznegp (The Twio Swords
Theory in the Programmnee of the Last Judgement)), “Rocznik
Historii Sztuki” 21, 1995, pp. 21-44.

# Cosmae Pragensis..., p. 89: Hi, utisugariins retulimus,
non solum carmalii, verum et spiritualli coniumctitne: frater
Sanctii Adelltentii et comes individuss in omni labore et
erurmra ffiitt et, Si cum eo non corpove martiviiam, mentis ta-
noen compassianee tulit. Nee enim fievi poenait, ut gladius
animaim eius non pertnansiiet;, Cum gevimaimim Suum rom-
piieits paganarcwn in ffustea coneidli videret et ipse pariter
occidli valde optaret.

was stated in the order™. In the above quotation,
the sword is mentioned three times and the se-
mantic content of the term varies from context to
context.?® Therefore, the sword performs here the
function of a messenger delivering orders to as-
semble under arms at instant call, bringing news,
spreading information. Secondly, it is the mea-
surement standard used to specify the height of
a man able to participate in battle. Finally, as I said
above, the sword constitutes the instrument of
punishiment used to exercise the monarch’s power
and authority. In addition, half a page later, proud
Duke Wieseistaw sweats on the sword’s hilt?’,
A similar juxtapesition of a real and a symbelic
perspective can be found in an aceount writien by
Kesmas’ before 1088. The ehronicler relates that,
for some unknewn reasen, Wratyslaw, the first
king of Behemia, feels offended by 2 young knight
called Benieda and desires revenge. Censeguently,
the ruler summens Beneda to appear befere him:
‘After a eonversation, part of whieh was delibe-
rately invented, the king teek is interlesuter by
the hand and led him eut of the eamp as if he
wanted te have a werd with him. Then seeing the
gelden hilt and blade ef the swerd attached te the
knight's Belt, Re enguired, ameng ether things,
abaut the value of the weapen. The knight replied,
‘tf yeu place 3 millstone on a helmet, 1 will eut
them Beth iR half tegether with the head and the
trunk Fight dewn te the thigh with a single blew.”
Faking amazement, the king complimented
_ﬁ%ﬁ% 3 A his swerd and asked If Re eauld held
iE¥. The triek werked, the knight handed the

5 Cosmae Pragensis..,, p. 24: Mox tumido inflatus fastu
superibiie scire volens, virtus sua quarile Sit potenoiée, mittit
gladlizon per omnes fines tocius proviingiée hac conditione
pribgialids sentencife, ut guicumeues Corpovis Statuwa pre-
cellers gladlii menswwarm segmiiiss iusso egredevettur ad
pugnary, pracul! dubio punieturr gladio.

% Cf.: J. Flori, L'idsaitnée du glaive. Préfiswiie de la
chevalkriz, Genéve 1983.

# Cosmae Pragensiss..., p. 24:.. .per capulum ensis mei
iuro...

% Cosmae Pragensiss..,, p. 144; Ubi postt multa verba
promiseuee dicta et quedam convenikmtry ficta, accepit eum
ffaudidldoteer rex manu dextra et ducit seorsam extra castra
guasi ibi sécréva locutuwrus. Tune videns capulum et caput
ensis aureumn, quo erat miles preciinatuss, inter talia querit
ab eo, quanti; valeat: gladiiiss swus. Et ille: Molam, inquit, si
ponass Supey galeam, utramegae sirmul et caput atque corpus
usque adfgrrumr in uno ictw hoc ense dimidialin. Wiratur rex
dolo et laudatr ensem atque rogat, ut eum sibi @stendat.
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weapon to the king. Disarmed, he was murdered
moments later. Two motifs seem to be of interest
here. Firstly, the high quality of the sword, which
was unusually sharp and thus remarkably dan-
gerous and effective in battle. Secondly, its glam-
orously attractive external appearance was uf-=
doubtedly a status symbol, showing the owner’s
position and wealth. Our discussion of the rieh di-
versity of meanings and functions performed by
the swerd will riot be complete witheut yet anether
guetation found in Kesmas® chreniele. Fighting
with the Poles at the beginning ef the twelfth een-
tury, Duke Wiadystaw addresses the Czeeh knights
afid says, ‘De yeu have woeden swerds attached 8
your belts? De enly Pelish knighis earry swerds
fRade ef iren?"*® This simple symbelie remark re-
faines us of the Arians, whe several hundred years
later in Peland, weuld bear weeden swerds in f-
der 8 emphasize their pacifist views.

Besides the sword, the spear was another most
popular and efficient kind of weapon. It is thought
to have been in widespread use in the Early Middle
Ages. Being the predecessor of the lance, the
spear was associated with rich symbolism and
ideological content®®, The story of Longinus, the

¥ Cosmae Pragensiss..,, p. 207: An vobis tifilienesspen-
dent in ffmaree enses? Am soli Polominssss habenr ferreos
enses?

% A. Hofmeister, Die heilige Lanze, ein Abzeichen
des alten Reicties,, ,,Untersuchungen zur deutschen Staats-
und Rechtsgeschichte™ 96, 1908, W. Wegenet, Die Lanze
des heiligen Wenzel, ,Zeitschrift der Savigny — Stiftung
fur Rechtsgeschichte, Germanische Abteilung®, 72, 1955,
pp. 56 seqq; L. H. L oomiiss, THheMaly Relics of Charlemagne
and King Aettieliian. The Lances of Longimiss and St. Mauy-
ritius, ,,Speculum" 4, 1956, pp. 4372456; P, E. Sctramm,
Hevisehiaifkeeichben und Stacissymiidikk, vol. 11, Stuttgart
1956, (chapter 22 Die Heillge Lanze) pp. 492 seqq; H. L.
Adelson, The Hely Lance and ihe Herediiary Genman
Movwanaihy, “The Art Bulletln” 1966 Ne. 2, pp. 177-192;
P. Paulsen, Fltigellanzesn. Zum arehédologisatiesn Morizont
der Wiener ,.santa laneea”, “Frilhmittelalterliche Studien” 3,
1969; L. Kovaes, Die Budepesierr Wikingerlanze (Ge-
sehitisaipisss der Ungariseem Kowigsanied), “Acta Af-
chaeologica Academiae Seientiarum Hungarieae” 22, 1970,
pp. 323-339; J. Banaszkiewiicz, Wideznia i choragiew.
O ryeie siwieramiay bitwy W Zwiazhky Z ldem kampamii; ha-
kiels#irj Bolestimiar Krzynousiege (Kadiuels, I, 14) (The
Spea and the Bawres: On the Rile of Opening a Baitle in
Connectiom with Bolestaw the Wiwy-Moued's Miaculons
Campaigh of Nello (Kadiubels I, 14)), “Kwartalnik
Histeryezny” 94, 1987, Ne. 3, pp. 2-24; M. ROkoSsZ,
Waelska wideznia: BolRstwa Chrobregd. Przegiag pro-
blemaiyhi; (The Wawel Spear of Bolstaw, the Brave. Selesled
Problems), ,,Reeznik Krakewski” 55, 1989, pp. 117-44.
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centurion who pierced Christ’s side with a lance,
and was believed to have later converted to
Christianity and to have died a martyr’s death®,
was well known and the head of his lance is still
held in Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. According
to Gall, Bolestaw the Brave was presented with
so-called Saint Maurlclus’ spear by Otto 11I. In
addition, the weapon seems to have served as
a means of passing on informatien. The chroni-
clerrecords that after Belestaw the Wiry-Meouthed’s
speeeh, ‘all his knights raised their lanees in
unanimous appreval.®. 1 practiee, spear-like
arms performed the funetien ef ‘first strike’
weapens. Giving the aceeunt of the Pelish eam-
paigh in Behemia, Gall says that the Peles first
attacked with their lanees and enly then reached
for their swerds®.

As 1 said above, it is sometimes difficult to
distinguish between weapons of war and those
used for hunting. However, there seem to be seve-
ral marked differences. Gall mentions the javelin
only in the context of hunting. The story of young
Bolestaw the Wry-Mouthed who meets a wild
boar may serve as an example here. The youth
demonstrates supernatural courage and kills the
beast with a javelin®. Moreover, this seemingly
simple kind of weapen s given deeper sighifi-
cance. In his aceount of the last mements 6f Duke
Brzetystaw's life, Kesmas records, ‘When he 6t
dered that everything that was t6 be denie fer his
soul was dene, he sald, ‘Give my herd and my
javelin to my little sen; 1 am Aot in a pesitien 6
give him any other things, whieh are within Ged's

3 K. Burdach, Der Gral. Forscilunges iiber seinen
Ursprung und seirem Zusamneshbagg mitv der Lamginis-
legendle, Stuttgart 1938.

% See: A. Nadolskii, Brov i stréj rycerstma polskiego
w Srednionisezy (The Weapons and Dress of the Polish
Khigitss in the Midkile Ages)), Wi baw- Weatezamea- K@
Gdansk 1979, p.53.

¥ Galli Awomymii...., p. 151: Tum vero iuventus Polonica
certatiim irruunt, lanceis priiis bellum inferumt, quibus ex-
piletis enses @xerunt,

3 Galii Amomymii..., p. 77: Quadaim vice puei- Mariin ag
gentacudlm: in silva residens, aprum immareih Manseun=
tem, ac densitaterm silve sulbeaniam, vidit, guem staibm de
mensa Surgens, assumpin verabuly subbsecuttiss, sine comite
vel cane presumpinessas invasit. Cumgue ftoee silvestii pro-
pirguassed: et iam ietum in eius guiiane vibrare voluissel, ex
adverso gquidam miles eius occurbils, gui vibravum ictum re-
tinuit et venabudlum ei auferve voluit. Tum vero Boleslauys
ira, immo audacim Stimalhitiss, gewdmum duellum wirabili-
ter, humaimam seillicel etffriivim:, singulRrilesr syperavit,
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power™®_ The act of passing down his arms may
be identified with handing over the knight's dig-
nity, chivalric values as well as the duties of a righ-
teous rulet. Not surprisingly, the horn played a simi-
lar role. Its key importance was also emphasized
in The Song of Roland™.

Examining the similarities between the arms
present in the two ‘national’ chronicles by Gall
and Kosmas, we come across several differences.
While mentions of bows and arrows are scarce in
Gall’s accounts, these types of weapons frequent-
ly appear in the records by Kosmas. Regrettably,
it is impossible to draw any conclusions based on
those sources regarding their popularity in the
Polish and Czech armies. Although bows seem to
have been in relatively widespread use through-
out the Middle Ages, they were somehow archaie in
character’”, While remermbering ‘the good old days’,
Kosmas says, 'No-one knew the werd ‘my’, but like
menks, they were ready to share everything they
possessed from the bettem of their hearis and they
expressed their will with their meuths and deeds:
There were 16 Belts oA the stable deers and their
doers were fnever shut in 4 peer man's faee, be-
eauise there were ne thieves, rebbers Ner beggars;
Ne erifie was eensidered as mere serigus than
theft er rebbery. They knew ne weapens But af-
Fews, aﬁa these were used enly fer sheeting and
hunting"™®. Furiher, the Ezech chrenicler gustes
the Werds appafeﬂﬂy/ uttered By the duke of the
Laczanie peeple Befsre 2 batile. The ruler urged
Rig men 8 fight By saying, ‘Save yBUF AHFEWS,
yBUr Best arms, $6 a8 Aat 18 defile them with EH@

% Cosmae Pragensis..., p. 174: Et cum disposuisset! om-
nia, que erant disporendf: pro anima: Date, inquit, fillolo
meo lituum meumn et iaculum, cetera non est meum sibi
dare, que Deus pesuils in sua potesiate,

% In the original, Roland’s horn is referred to as either a
»corn” or an ,olifant”, which would suggest that it was
made of the most precious material, ivory (F éléphant, E
elephant).

3 Cf.: ). Werner, Polska broh. Euk i kusza ((Polish
Arms. The Bow and the Avbalkst)), Wroclaw 1984; Vajenské
dejimy..,, p. 71.

% Cosmae Pragensiss..,, p. 8: Nec quisquam: ,,ymawm”
dicere norat, sed ad instar monastice vite, quicquiid! habe-
bant, ,, mostrum™ ore, corde et apere sonabant. Ad sstatla
non erant repagula, nec povtam: inopi claudkltani;, guia
neque firr neque latro neque inops quisquain erat; welhim
sceltus apud eos fanto gravis et latrocinia. Nulliis gentis
arma videre, tantummedl sagitias, et has propiayrifriendas
fénaszs, habuere,

blood of those cowards...’*. The above mentions
suggest that bows and arrows were believed to be
ancient, respectable as well as valuable weapons.
They were to be used in noble combat and not
against a cowardly enemy. In addition, the bow
and arrows were regarded as a symbol of power
and authority. The Song of Roland/ reads,’

‘Right Emperour,’ says the baron Rollanz,
‘Give me the bow you catry in your hand;
Neer in reproach, I know, will any man

Say that it fell and lay upon the land,...”*,

This act of handing the bow to Roland signi-
fies that the emperor Charles passes on his power
and responsibility to the knight.

Another difference can be found in Gall’s and
Kosmas’ accounts of attacks on towns and de-
scriptions of sieges. While the former would fre-
quently refer to siege towers of all types, the latter
practically never mentioned them in his records.
Of course no conclusions regarding lack of stich
machines in contemporary Bohemia can be drawn,
but Czech historians agree that siege towers were
scarce In their country at that time*, Gall’s chro-
nicle offers numerous descriptions of sieges and
siege towers, whieh facilitated seizing towns and
strongholds®. The data we have at our disposal
refers to the time of Belestaw the Wiry-Meuthed,
which results from either laek ef informatien
about earlier perieds er the faet that in his reign
ineidents ef this kind were freguent. According 1o
the seuree, siege towers were weeden struetures,
apparently very simple in eenstruetion, as they
eeuld be ereeted in a very shert time t8 meet the
demand. The aceeunt of the siege of Giegéw by
the empersr Henry V is ene ef the Best knewn

¥ Cosmae Pragensiss..., p. 28.

“ The Song of Rolamd], Online Medieval and Classical
Library Release #12, translated by Charles Scott Moncrief,
1919, electronic edition by Douglas B. Killings (DeTroyes@
AOL.COM), 1995, lines 766-769.

“ Najjemské dejiny...,, p. T1.

4 Galii Awomymii...., pp. 67, 89, 114; no more recent pa-
pers dealing with this issue can be fund in the Polish scien-
tific literature. The only work containing relevant informa-
tion was published nearly fifty years ago: B Miiskiewicza,
Mactiimgy i przyizagy obleznieze polbiitge  wiojska
wezesnasiiedhitavicezorggo (Siege Towers and Deviies of
the Early Medleval! Polisth Avwmy), "Kwartalnik Historii
Kultury Materialnej” 5, 1957, Nos. 3-4, pp. 463—486.
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examples found in the scientific literature. It was
there that the attackers tied the hostages provided
by the besieged to the siege towers with the aim
of preventing the defenders from firing their
weapons™. The plan fell through. Regrettably, the
account has many qualities typical of medieval
literary conventions and any attempts to examine
it as an accurate reflection of reality are very like=
ly turn futile®,

As far as defensive arms are concerned, the
most controversial extract from Gall’s chronicle
regarding the use of chain mail at the time of
Bolestaw the Courageous ought to be quoted first.
The excerpt reads, ‘The Pomeranians once at-
tacked Poland and King Bolestaw, who being far
away, heard about their expedition. Wishing
wholeheartedly to free the country, which had
fallen into enemy hands, he must have marched
forward and past his gathering army too reckless-
ly. On arrlving at the rlver, en the bank of which
the heaven army was resting, the armed knights iA
chain mail did net seek a bridge or ford, but threw
themselves against its srong eurrents. Many a geed
fian died there because of their ewn audaeity: The
rest took off their ehain mail, swam aeress the
fiver and wen a vietery, theugh suffering heavy
lesses. From that time enwards, Peland gave up
wearing ehain mail, thanks t8 whieh Pelish
knights eeuld attack the enemy fresly and swim
A6rOss a Fiver §§fély Being ne 18nger Burdened
With iren defenses™®. The ABove Sxserpt A esome
the subjeet of AUMereus analyses and Assump-
Hens. Varieus far-fetched eonelusions regarding
the arms and armeur of the Belish army iR e

* Galli Anomymii..,, pp. 135 seqq.

“ For example, this opinion is expressed by A. Na-
dolskii, [in:] Polska technika wojskonam do 1500 roku
(Polish Mifivary Technology to the Year 1500), ed. A. Na-
dolski, Warszawa 1994, p. 84.

4 Galli Amomymii..,., p. 50: Contigiit namque: Psmoranos
ex subio Pollomiiany invasisse, regemque: Bolezliauum ab tilis
remotum pantithuss hoe audisse. Qui cupiens animo ferventi
de manu gentiliium: paitiaim liberave, eollecio nondum exer-
citu decrevit antecedinss inconmsulie nimium properare,
Cumgue ventum esset adffivivmn, ultra guem tirme genti-
lium residebani;, non petii requisito vel vado Joricali milites
et armaii sedipedvinddo gurgiid se eredebaniz. Pluvilbus iague
loricatorunm ibi presumiptinsse submeisiss, Jorieas religui su=
penstitess  abiecerunds, ranswealnmpte flumine, QGuAMVIS
damprese: victoriam habueranlz. Ex eo lempore MoFieis
Polonir dissueviis et sie expedhiior hosiem: guisque: invasit,
tutiorgue flumen obiectum: Sine pomitsee itk Mansmeavit.
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Early Middle Ages have been drawn. The discus-
sion has been conducted on two levels. Firstly,
researchers have wondered whether Gall wrote
the truth or fantasized. Secondly, it has been at-
tempted to interpret the account in a fratienal
way*, Jerzy Dowiat was of the opinion that ¢hain
mail could have been used sporadieally in €on-
temporary Poland but, gefierally speaking, at the
time of Belestaw the Wry-Mouthed, armeured
knights were a thing of the past and the infantry
did net wear any defensive armeur’’. As we are
fiet in a pesition te establish te what extent Gall's
story is truthful and reliable, it may enly be as-
surned that the range efthe phenemenen dessribed
abeve was fesiricied 8 the Pemeranian 6am-
paigns, where in the weeds and marshes ef the
fegien, ehain mail hindered rather than fasilitated
the army's pregress. Besides, ether reeerds sig-
gest that Pelish knights did wear ehain mail in the
secend half of the twelfth sentury™.

The main part of both a mounted warrior’s
and infantryman’s defensive equipment was the
shield®. A shield was considered as indispensable
in combat. As a result, a warrior gradually became
linguistically identified with this defensive weap-
on and a commander having at his disposal a giv-
en number of soldiers was sald to possess as many
shields*. The symbolisem of the shield deserves
a separate analysls as it was on this weapen that
the arms Of the owner used to be placed in later
perlods. Following contemperary literary 6onven-=
tlons, Gall and Kosfas recerded several interesting
funetions and meanings atiributed te the shield.
On afriving in Silesia, Bolestaw the Wiry-Meouthed's
brother, Zbigniew, seught the proteectien 6f Count
Magnus in erder te aveid perseeution 6f the part
of Palatine Siesieeh. The knights accompanying

% For example see: A. Nadolskii, Bmxw i strj...,, pp. 58
seqq; Polsla technika..,, pp. 69 seqq.

4]. Dowiat, Kilka uwag...,, pp. 29°49.

“ For example, A. Nowakowskii, Hgjskowosé w Sre-
dniowizezneg;..., pp. 104 seqq.

% V. Denksteim, Pavézy Ceského typu, cz. I3,
»Sbornik Narodniho Muzea" 16, 1962; 18, 1964; 19, 1965;
H. Nickel, Der mittelalierliities Reitersctilll] des Abeentilandes,
Berlin 1958; D. Hilp per-Drége, Sehild und Speer. Wajfen
und ihre Bezeiziimingesn imifiilierr, Mirrelalter;, Frankfurt am
Main 1983.

% Cf.: W. Iwariczak, Trapem rycerskiei zprzygody.
Wzorzee rycevsiii w pismiemmctwide czeskim XW wieku {(On
the Trail of Kniiglitlly Adventtinee. The Model Kniigttr in Foupr-
teenth-Centtiryy Czech Livevaitne)), Warszawa 1985, p. 116.
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Zbigniew asked Magnus to ‘take the youth (the
Duke W.1.) who is among us under your shield™",
Thus the shield could have been identified with
some kind of ‘protective umbrella’. Moreover,
this type of symbolism is still used in modern
times (Alliance Shield, for example). While de-
scribing the alliance of Swictopetk, Duke of
Moravia, and Bolestaw the Wry-Mouthed, Gall
says that the former ‘bonded with Bolestaw with
one shield’®. He also adds that both men will be
‘one shield’ for each other®, Gall’s editor, Marian
Plezia, argues that the expression yaum seultm is
derived from the Latln term seutwi denoting the
stallest medieval military unit®, This seems to
be the simplest possible explanation. However, it
fay be assumed that the word ‘shield’ was intet=
preted in a mere general way and ‘sharing ene
shield® meant uniting ilitary forees. Kosmas
emphasizes other aspests 6f the rele played by the
shield. 1A his aceount of the emperer Henry 111's
expedition to Behemia, the ehrenieler expresses
the epinien that the raid, earried eut with the aim
of lesting geld and silver from the eeunty, was
pure rebbery. The Czeehs believed that they paid
due tribute te the Emperer. Henry 11t did et ae-
lnewledge their refusal and replied, *.. .ese (Hhe
menarehs W) whe rule through laws are net
fuled By 1aws... King Pepin did what he wanted
1 de; Howeave, if yeu d6 net ds as 1 say, 1 will
shew yau hew many BQ;@ESQ shields 1 pessess and
what 1 2m werih 1n war*s. Thus, there seems 18 Be
R8 difference betwesn & display of shields and
4 performance of one’s skills 1A comBbat: They are
simply twe sides SF the same €IR; 3 demenstas
Hon oF power: Kasmas repeatedly emphasizes the
diSBroportion Befween the fwe sides regarding fhe
RUMBEE 8F warkars as well as thelf arms and &k
MBHF By FEferHRg 18 the RHMBEE 8F shields: Seeing
lagk 8F enthusiasm foF HQHH@]? apainst He PoIEs
oA the part OF Ris men, Wiadviiaw, Buke of
Bofemia, says; Had f only three shields; 1 would

St Galii Anomymii..,, p. 69: ..Jstinea paemum, quern
habems;, in clipeum defensionits nedjpore...

% Galii Anomymii..., p. 142: ..quii (Swietopetk) cum
Bolezdam unum scuftum COBUNEITEL. ..

5 Noidem.

S Mwoniim tzw. Gall Krowitka (Gall Awomymouss. The
Chronici), p. 138, note 3.

5 Cosmae Pragensiis..., p. 94: ...vos autem nisi quod
volo fictatigs, ostendam vobis, quot piciess habeam clipeus
aut quid bello waleam.

not waste this day without attempting to decide
the unsure fate of the war™®. Later, when the en-
voy sent by Duke Sobiestaw to Bolestaw the Wry-
Mouthed, Count Stefan, was attacked by a group
of robbers who outnumbered his men, ‘a bloody
battle ensued between five warriors armed with
small shields and fifty shielded attackers'’,

Both chronicles provide evidence of the fact
that the weapons used in combat had some dis-
tinctive qualities. A marked difference between
the arms carried by the Pomeranians and the
weapons borne by Bolestaw the Wiry-Mouthed's
army was repeatedly stressed by the annalist, who
would additionally emphasize the superiority of
Polish weaponry*®. Nonetheless, mistakes and
misunderstandings dld occur in military cam-
paigns. During Belestaw the Wry-Mouthed expe-
ditien to Behemia, the Polish army split into small
greups in order to prepare ambushes and trap the
enemy. The Polish duke marched at the rear.
‘Approaching o one side, through this thin forest,
Belestaw saw his ewn fen and was alse neticed
By them. The twe greups misteek each ether for
the enemy; Hewever, when they eame eleser and
examined the weapens earefully, they reeegnized
Pelish emblems and gave up the idea of starting
a fratricidal battle’™. What eonelusiens ean be
drawn frem this aceeunt? On the ene hand een-
femperary weapens were marked with (Pelish)
emblems, But oA the other, their shape and gene-
f_al appearaneg did net vary from warrier te war-
Figr as differences eatld only be seen from a shert
distanes. Kosmas daes net pay mueh atention i8
the _EﬁéféEE@HéHE% gf equipment pessessed by
B_ﬁfHEHlﬁE armies: Hewever, ameng 8thers, 2 Men-
Hen of 16Ag spears Hsed By the Saxens ean be

% Cosmae Pragensiis..., p. 208: Certe si tria famtum-
modo scuta habeam, non intermiitiamn hodie ancipiem for-
tuném belli iimeornptatam.

¥ Cosmae Pragensiss..., pp. 230 seqq: Fit rmonstruosa
pugna inter quinque ancilia, et quinquaginta fantiivm scuta.

% Galii Amomymii..., p. 125:

Scarbimiiruss ex adverso se confert in medios
Et hortattw et confoviéls adipuggenddrm socios.
Tales, inquit, Pormovanii, non sensistis gladios.

% Galii Anomymii..., p.151: Cumgque Bolezianus ex obli-
guo Suum exercitum pev Silvam tenuem sequeveitsr, widens
Suos et a suis visus, hostes reputavilt suos, a suis etiam hostis
similiter estimatus;, sed propiis ad invicem accedentrs et
arma subtiliss contemplamess, sigma Pollomizar cugmoverunt
et sic a pene cepto scelere desierunt.
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found in his chronicle®. Such references are com-
mon in medieval annals. For instance, in later pe-
riods, Czech warriors used to be associated with
exceptionally massive lances®.

Another issue made in the texts is the diversi-
fication of weapons depending on the social status
of the owners. Gall records that Bolestaw the
Brave had at his disposal a few thousand armoured
warriors and still more shielded men. Undoubtedly,
the passage provides information on contempo-
rary social structure®. While the ruler’s crew must
have been composed of armoured warriors, who
constltuted the ellte, the shielded soldiers came
from lower soclal classes. Obviously, the arms
and armoeur of the crew considerably differed
from the weapenry of the troops raised by mass
levy. Some histerians are of the epinien that the
arms and armeour used By knight formations in
eontempoerary Bohemia et Westerd European
standards™. Differences between the types of
weapenry used By varieus greups of watriers are
reeerded in the ehrenieles. Aeereding te Gall,
during the Pelish-Russ war at the time ef Belestaw
the Brave, the twe armies statiened en twe eppe-
site Banks ef a river, getting ready for battle. Whils
the kRights were Raving & Aap, the Russ servanis
and greems staried 8 proveke the Peles a6ress
the waters. ‘As the Rus kept easing and effend:
1Ag %H@_fﬂ-, QHH eventually Began te fire arrews in
their direction, Beleslaw’s servants gave up eating,
16ft the remains of theif meal £6 the 4985 And birds,
toal the arms ofthe slesping kRights, swam 46ross
the Hver and wen & victary over the Rus forees;
theugh the latier suinumBered hem Reavily™.

% Cosmae Pragensis..., p. 195: ...Saxoness ...cum longis
hastis.

8! That was the case at John of Luxemburg’s wedding
with Elizabeth Premyslid, which took place in Spires on
September 1# 1310 and where numerous tournaments were
held. See: Chronicom Aulare regiae, J. Emier ed., Fontes
Rerum Botwemizanim IV, Prague 1884, p. 152: Cf.: G. V.
Sarochové, 1.9.1310 FEldka Premyslbma a Jan
Lucemtbarasky. Siavel z rozumu, Prague 2002.

& Galii Anomymii..., p. 25.

8 Cf.: Kojonské d&jiny...,, p. 73.

& Galii Amomymii..., p. 29: Cumque Ruitheni; magis eos
magisgae contumeliiss incitarent et sagittis etiam acrius in-
fhstaresnt, canibus, que tenebantr avibusque commississ, cum
armis militum in meridbana: dormienciinm fluvio tansmatato
Bolezluii pawasitanaem exercitus super tanta Ruthemorum
multitdine tiwnphavit.
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Therefore, the arms carried by knights and the
weapons used by their servants must have dif-
fered considerably. A similar piece of information
is to be found in Gall’s account of the fight for
Bytom, which took place during the emperor
Henry Vs invasion of Poland. The famous empe-
ror’s knights approached the city ‘wishing to dis-
play their chivalry as well as test the strength and
courage of Polish people. Having opened the gates,
the inhabitants of the city, brandishing their
swords, went out to meet the enemy. Not afraid of
the varieus and numerous forces, the Germans’
aggressiveness and the presence of the Emperor
himself, the defenders faced the attackers and re-
sisted them Bravely. The Efperor was astonished
te see so Mmany people witheut denfsive armeur
fighting with their bare swerds against shielded
warriers and many a shielded warrior struggling
with armeured knights as eagerly as if they were
rushing te a feast'™. 1A this ease, the temendeus
gap between the guality ef the arms and armeur
Hsed By the twe sides was te Be bridged By the
eourage and determinatien of the attasked. Of
eaurse there geeuirred exireme Situatisns where
all men able te participate in eombat were Mebi-
lized: According te Kesmas, that was the ease
with the BoRemian dukes whe were at war with
Leopold Babenberg, Margrave of Ausiria, at the
end of the eleventh eentury. Buring the esnfliet,
the 1atter realized that it was neesssary o enlist all
MER; even these whe Asrmally had Aething 8 d8
With fighting. The mentien reads, *...ihe mar-
Efavs-. . Braered that every man — from 2 swine:

erd 18 an 8% driver — sheuld Be ready for war,
armed with 2 piece of iren of any kind, fom 2 shee:
MaKers awl 10 3 Spike fOF HFgIRg Ox&bee- My Gty
Re RBted that this desperate moBilization failed and
the randsmly pathered army suifered a defeat:

% Galii Amomymii..., pp. 131 seq: Ar contra wastellani
partits apertis et extractis ensibus exierunt, nec mwMitudi-
nem tam diversavam gentiim, wec impettum Aewannorum,
nec presentizim cesavis metuentts, sed in ffontittues eis @u-
dacter ac viriliver resistemtes. Quo considievanss imperator,
vehemeniey est miratus homines scilicet nudos contra clipea-
tos, vel clipeaies contra loricatos nudis ensibus decervare et
tam alacriter adppwgamn velud ad epulas properare.

8 Cosmae Pragensiis..., p. 132: Ad hec marchio effici-
tur letus et a subulkw usque ad bubulcum armatos @mmigena
speciiz i, a subula usque ad stimulum, omnes iubet pera-
tos esse ad bellum.



THE ROLE OF ARMS IN GALL'S AND KOSMAS CHRONICLES

Finally, we may cite a few examples of how
weapons and the function they performed were
perceived not only in the context of typology and
diversification but also from the perspective of
axiology, morality and esthetics. To begin with,
the esthetic aspect seems to have played an im-
portant part. For instanece, Kosmas says that the
knights had ‘their waists double girded with scar-
let belts*". While describing the preparations for
a battle between the emperor Henry 111 and the
Czeehs, the ehronieler uses the following expres-
slens, *The Emperor soon ordered that armoured
treeps approach; The magnates desire to win first
plaee in the battle, the lines are as magnificently
bright as transparent iee and when their arms fe-
flest the sunlight, it brightens the leaves in the
weeds and the meuntainteps™. Undeubtedly, the
abeve pieture is deeply reeted in medieval een-
ventiens: it is a sunny day, the weapens are shiny
and the fertheeming baitle is geing te be an im-
pressive event, almest a festival, where even the
Brightly red Bleed of the dead and weunded will
add a teueh of eharm 1o the speetacle. This 6li-
maie resembles other elassie werks of the spseh.
1R The Seng of Relend the auther says,

Ready they make hauberks Sarrazinese,

That folded are, the greater part, in three;

And they lace on good helms Sarragucese;

Gird on their swords of tried steel Viennese,

And white, blue, red, their ensignstake the breeze,
They’ve left their mules behind, and their palfreys,
Their charges mount, and canter knee by knee.

Falr shines the sun, the day is bright and clear,

Light bums agaln from all their polished gear.

A thousand hotns they sound, more proud to seem'®;

 Cosmae Pragensiss..., p. 97:.. Jumibuss baltheis bis
€0ceo tititispeetingtns...

% Cosmae Pragensis..., p. 96: Mox secundlim iussum
regis ruunt loricata agmina; de priimw loco pagee certant
proeenes, conspicur nitent acies ut lucida glacies et, ut sol
refulsiv eorum in arma, resplendeni fiandéss sifvarum ab eis
et cacumiiig rontium.

% The Somg of Rolamd], Online Medieval and Classical
Library Release #12, translated by Charles Scott Moncrief,
1919, electronic edition by Douglas B. Killings (DeTroyes@
AOL.COM), 1995, lines 994-1004.

Thus it may be assumed that weaponry was an
object of admiration or even worship. Duke
Bolestaw the Pious considered arms as much
more valuable than gold™. A similar situation can
be found in The Song of Rolandi, where after the
protagonist’s death, Charlemagne slept with his
weapons by his side without even undoing the
helmet™, Therefore, besides coming in all shapes
and sizes, arms functioned as a self-contained
unity. In his aceount of the campaign against Mo-
ravian treops, Gall refers to ‘murderous weapons'’?
or ‘spititual arms*™ and says that the enemy army
did net attempt to run away but had cenfidence in
their arms™, Sirilarly, the inhabitants of Wielu
in Pererania put their trust in their weapens when
the tewn was besieged by Belestaw the Wry-
Mouthed.” Kesmas expresses the opinien that
arms Breught the knights fame’™ and a knight
e6uld net de witheut a weapen™. Hewever, there
existed seme ethieal standards, meral rules and
a 66de of eondiist cennested with arms. The Czech
ehrenieler stresses that these whe were sent te fe-
getiate for peace were net suppesed to bear arms™.
Alse, he realizes that net all preblems eeuld be
selved By means ef weapens. Therefere the an-
Ralist weites, *..-ik 18 net always threugh the use
of arms But mere often By adepting a stratagem
that the steep peaks of fame ean Be reached..’.
1<esmas seems {6 approve of seh 2 way of achieving
sHeeess: Moreaver, 18 suppert his Hesis, Re quetes

0 Cosmae Pragensiss..,, p. 57: Cui erant maxime opes
bellica instrumenta: et dulcia armorum studia. Nam plis di-
ligebatfgervi rigorem quam cwirfiigoesm...

"t The Song of Rolamd{, Online Medieval and Classical
Library Release #12, translated by Charles Scott Moncrief,
1919, electronic edition by Douglas B. Killings (DeTroyes@
AOL.COM), 1995, lines 2496-2502.

72 Galli Amamymii...., p. 72: ...anmeq negtanta....

3 Galii Anomymii..,, p. 73: ...amormm terror Spimita-
lium agitavit.

™ Galii Anomymii..., p. 92: ...non cogitamt infgm sed in
armis suam fiduciam collocare.

8 Galii Anomymii..,, p. 117: ...caas@iiani..sommodo
in armis ccorffiltentes...

76 Cosmae Pragensiis..,, p. 105: Ecce virfftiss et incli-
tus armis.

™ Cosmae Pragensiis..,, p. 155: .. sicut miles sine @rmis
suo officio caret, sic dux sine militibus nec nomen ducis ha-
bet....

8 Cosmae Pragensiss..., p. 206; Adf¢ddss peaids..memo
venit in armis.
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Prudentius, who in his “Psychomachia” (“The
Contest of the Soul”) says, ‘It does not matter
whether victory is won by hook ot by crook’™.
Not surprisingly, the two authors provide a large
amount of information relevant to analysis of
arms and armour. Like in any other epoch, at the
time of Gall and Kosmas, war was one of the most

 Cosmae Pragensiss..., p. 183: ...Pradintiiss referat in
Psicthemacihia dicens:
Ni¥ differt, armis contingais palina: dolisve.
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widespread means of solving conflicts. Studied in
the broad context of meanings and symbolic as
well as practical functions attributed to the works
by both the Polish and the Czech chroniclers, the
comprehensive picture of arms and armour found
in the accounts seems to be dominated by the
most typical qualities characteristic of the Latin
culture of war and chivalry of the Early Middle
Ages.

Translated by Zuzammm Féktonsdka-Parra





