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INTRODUCTION

\

The series of articles offered to the Reader in the present issue of Acta
Ornithologica is an effect of international cooperation between ornithologists
concerned with bird migration.

Discussion and coordination on an international basis are indispensable
in all fields of knowledge, but nowhere is the need for them as imperative as
it is in the study of bird migration and in the search of methods for the preser-
vation of nature. Large international congresses were previously expected
to meet these requirements but, whether it is for organizational or psychological
reasons, they have been found not to create an atmosphere apt to favour an ex-
change os ;icas. Many prefer therefore small meetings with a strictly defined
subject, and this is the idea that underlies the Baltic ornithological meetings.

The first conference on the study and protection of migratory birds had
been organized by Professor E. KuMARI from the Soviet Estonian Republic.
It was held in Tallin in 1974 and was attended by delegates from 11 countries.
The proceedings of that conference were published in the series Bird Migration
edited by Professor KuMAr: (Tallin 1976). As settled in Tallin, the second
conference was organized in Poland by the joint efforts of the Ornithological
Station of the Institute of Zoology of the Polish Academy of Sciences and the
Institute of Animal Ecology of the University of Gdarisk, and held in Sopot
near Gdansk on the 25 —29 October, 1977. The secretary of the organizational
committee, Dr. habil. Maciej GROMADZKI was nearly alone responsible for the
organization of the conference and editor of the present series of articles. The
conference was attended by 63 ornithologists from 17 European countries.
Beside those representing the countries surrounding the Baltic Sea, there
were research workers from countries situated along the migration routes of
Baltic birds, as Czechoslovakia and the Netherlands. Since particular stress
had been laid on discussion, the number of lectures to be delivered was limited
to 18, while copies of the remaining papers were handed to the participants to
serve as material for discussion. This method proved greatly rewarding. The
general conclusions which were arrived at during a comprehensive and fruitful
discussion are contained in the Resolution.

Experiences with the Tallin and the Gdansk conferences have shown that
the biologists are not alone that can benefit by periodical contacts between
ornithologists. Preservation of nature is an essential element of the preserva-
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8 Introduction

tion of the human environment, and bird migration is one of its foremost pro-
blems. The situation in the Baltic basin is especially difficult because of the
large mass of birds migrating in that area, the dynamically developing industry,
sea and air transport in the countries surrounding the Baltic Sea which, also
owing to its configuration, is particularly subject to pollution.

Besides, there are a variety of legislations for the protection of birds (chiefly
singing birds) and various game-laws, and there is the interest that is taken in
birds by the huntsmen, all this making things still more complicated.

The subject of our conferences, which are concerned both with the study
of bird migration and the protection of migratory birds, makes clear to us the
unity of science and practice, and emphasizes the fact that preservation of
nature is a science destined to serve mankind. It is this aim that the authors
of the articles presented in this series had been endeavouring to attain.

Stefan Strawinski
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Resolution
of the Second International Conference on the Study and Conservation of the
Migratory Birds of the Baltic Basin

The Second International Conference on the Study and Conservation of
the Migratory Birds of the Baltic Basin was held from 25 to 29 October, 1977,
in the town of Sopot (near Gdarnsk), Poland. In the work of the Conference
participated 63 ornithologists, mainly research workers on the study of bird
migration from Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, the FRG, the
GDR, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland,
United Kingdom and the USSR.

At the Conference 18 papers were read and 3 excursions were organized.
The participants of the Conference had abundant opportunities to discuss
substantial problems on their speciality and to renew or initiate personal con-
tacts.

The Second Conference on the Study and Conservation of the Migratory
Birds of the Baltic Basin notes a significant progress in the bird migration
studies in the Baltic Region during the last three years elapsed from the first
Conference at Tallin, 1974. The reports at the present Conference on the expe-
rimental and field methods of bird migration studies, on the results of bird
ringing, on the management of migratory bird populations and other papers
affirm the growing interest of ornithologists to study theoretical and practical
problems of bird migration.

At the same time the Second International Conference on the Study and
Conservation of the Migratory Birds of the Baltic Basin recommends:

(a) to develop further studies of bird migration in the Baltic Basin on an
international scale, using unified methods and close cooperation of research
workers;

(b) beside the regular Baltic Conferences to convene aperiodical meetings
or sessions of more narrow subject matter to discuss particular questions on
bird migrations research;

(e) to ask Finnish ornithologists to organize the next (third) Conference
in Finland, 1980.

Participants of the Second International Conference on the Study and Con-
servation of the Migratory Birds of the Baltic Basin express their deep grati-
tude to the Polish ornithologists for the organization of the present Conference
which was a real success in the history of studying birds in the Baltic region.
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Pesomomnas
Bropoii MexkIyHapoHoii KoH(EepeHIHH N0 H3YYeHHI0 H OXpaHe NepesieTHLIX NTHI
Banrniickoro Gacceiina

Bropas MexayHapoaHas KOH(MEpeHIUS IO H3YYEHHIO M OXpaHe MNEePEeJIETHBIX ITHIL
BanTtaiickoro 6acceiina cocrosuiack ¢ 25 no 29 okrsbps 1977 r. 8 Conore (okoso I'nasb-
cka), IMonpma. B paGote koHdepeHIMH NPHHAMAIH ydacTHe 63 OPHHTOJIOra, IJIABHBIM
obpa3oM Hccie1oBaTeNIH MATPaLKii NTHL, W3 AHrinu, Bensrau, Bearpun, Jannu, I'IP,
TNonnawanu, Manstel, Hopserun, IMonsmm, CCCP, Yexocnosakuu, IIsenyuu, OHHIAH-
o u OPT.

Ha xondepenunn 6bumn 3aciaymansl B o6cyxaeHs! 18 M0kaaa0B B MPOBENAEHHI 3 3KC-
KypcHH. VYacTHHKH KOH(EPEHIHH HMEJM XOPOIIHE BO3MOXHOCTH JMCKYTHPOBATh BaX-
Hple NpoGJeMBl CBOEH CHENHAJIBHOCTH M BO30OGHOBHTH HJIH 3aJIOKHTH HOBBIE JIHYHBIE
KOHTaKTBHI.

Bropasi MexAyHapoaHastk KOHPEPEHIHS MO H3YYCHHI0 H OXPAHE NEPEeNEeTHBIX INTHII
Bantuiickoro GacceifHa OTMeEYaeT 3HAYHTENIbHBIH NPOrpecc B H3yYEHHH MHTPAlMi ITHII
B obsacTH BajTHKH B TeYeHHE TpPeX JIeT, MHHYBIIHX CO BPEMEHH NEPBOiH KOH(pEPEHIHH
B Taumue B 1974 r. Jloknaasl HacTosiueit koHpepeHnuH 06 3KCIEpHMEHTAIBHBIX M T0-
JIEBBIX METOJIaX M3y4YCHHS MHIPalHi INTHI, O pe3yJbTaTaX KoJbleBaHHS, 00 oxpaHe
MUTPHPYIOIHX TONYJISIHNH OTHI{ X JAPyrHe COOOIIeHHs CBHAETEILCTBYIOT O BO3POCIIEM
WHTEpECe OPHHTOJIONOB K TEOPETHYECKHM M TNMPAaKTHYCCKHM MpobieMaM H3yYeHHS MH-
rpauuii NTHIL

OQHOBPEMEHHO ¢ 3THM BTOpas MexayHapoaHas KOH(pEepeHIHs 110 H3yYeHHIO H OXpaHe
nepesieTHBIX nTHI BanTHiickoro 6acceifHa mMOCTaHOBNSET:

(a) pa3BuBaTh JaibHEHIIHE HCCIEAOBAHHS IO MHTpaumsM nTan B Banrmiickom Ga-
cceifHe B MEX/IyHapOoJIHOM MaciuTabe, HCHOJb3ysi MPH 3TOM YHH(DHIHPOBAHHBIE METOJIBI
M TECHOE COAPYXECTBO HCCJIeAOoBaTelIeii;

(6) mapsay ¢ BanTHHCKHMH KOH(DEPCHUHSMH, CO3BIBAEMBIMH B DPEryJIsSpHBIX HHTEp-
Bajax, OPraHA30BaTh ANEPHONANYCCKHE BCTPEYH OPHHTONOroB ¢ Gosee y3Koif TeMAaTHKO
Uit 06CyX/IeHHSI YaCTHBIX BOMPOCOB B HM3YYEHHH MHIDAlMii NTHIL;

(B) mpocHTh (UHCKHX OPHHTOJIOrOB CO3BaTh CJEAYIOMIYIO (TpeThio) KOH(EepeHUHIo
B ®unnsaaun B 1980 T. 4

VyacTHHKH BTOpoii MeX1yHapoAHOH KOH(pEpEHIHH MO W3YYeHHIO H OXpaHe Tepe-
NeTHBIX nTH Banthiickoro Gacceiina 0O6BABIAIOT GOMbIIYIO 61aroAapHOCTD MOIBCKHM
OPHHTOJIOraM 3a OPraHH3alMIO CTOJIb YCIEMHOH KOH(EepeHmu:, BXOIslIeH B HCTOPHIO
n3yuenns ntun ITpuGanTHiiCKOro perMoHa Kak BECbMa MOJIOXKHTEJIbHOE COOLITHE.
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