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JAROSEAW DUTKOWSKI

PRUSSIAN FEUDAL COINS FROM THE 16% — 17% CENTURIES
STATE OF INVESTIGATIONS AND PERSPECTIVES

Ducal Prussia was a feud of the Polish Crown for
150 ‘years. Together with the acceptance of Polish
sovereignty Prussian Duchy faced the newly prepared
monetary reform leading Poland out of medieval into
modern monetary system. In 1530 Duke Albrecht
(152%-1E5%8) began to strike coins true to a pattern
and accepted in the Polish Kingdom according to
regulations. Polish — Fhussiian mmormettanyy wimi tom beggum
at those times lasted much longer than the feudal
dependence itself.

Although Prussian coins from 1525—1657 un-
doubtedily belong to Polish numismatiics and they
appear in large number in our collections, yet Prussian
mintage was out of interest of Polish science yielding
precedence to German researchers for many years.

First remarks on the history of Prussian coins are
met in the history of Prussian by Caspar Schiitz from
1599.! However, only the work of David Braun from
1722117262 and Lengnich’s study from 17222-1748°
can be treated as basic sources for research on Prussian
feudal coins. Apart from these works treated as
publications and interpretations of sources, at our
disposal we have rich Prussian archives from Krole-
wiec (nowadays Gotiingen) and Polish ones in forms of
minting bills, lettets, regulations, pateats, accounts
frem Prussiah Conventions and others.

By beginning the studies on Prussian feudal coins,
German researches formulated methoduihogicall, me-
trological, historiographical base and also seemed to
have established the character of phenomena and their
interpretation in political and economical categories
valid for many years.

Taking for granted the national status of Prussian
Duchy to be of German Reich they considered the
problem of feudal dependence not in terms of historical

IC. S chiiitez, Histarméa rerum Prussicaniimn. Zerbst 1592,

2. Braunu n, Ausflitriihbhssooisisioder Bericthr von polnisch =
preussisaiiarmn Miinzveesan, Elbing 1722— 1726,

3G. Lengmichh, Geschiclts: der preussisciham Lande Koénig-
lich — Polmisettern Amtteildy, Danzig 17222-1748,

and economical facts but as the phenomenom of
external political nature, spreading the thesis about
Pollish element which usurping Prussian lands impo-
sed its own monetary system on them and at the same
time diminished rights and privileges of towns and the
Prussian Duchy itself. This point of view was fully
formed by W. Schwinkowski in 1909.* Schwimkowski
described monetary reforms in Prussia and problems
related with creation and organization of Krélewiec
issues. He deliberetly omitted all this which indicated
that striking of Prussian coins and having them
circulated in the Crown had brought Duke Albrecht a
real income, coneentrating himself on Albrecht’s flights
against the Polish Kings who had attempted to close
Prussian mints and trylng to prove that the Iaflux of
“pad” coln from Poland was responsible for monetary
erisis and inflatien. The abeve suggestions were eritl-
eally viewed by M. Grazyfiski® whe, polerizing with
Sehwin kowski's opinion, shewed the eorrectiess of the
king'’s arguments and undedined Albreeht's invelve-
fAent if probiems of menetary referm. Beth Sehwih-
kowski and Grazynski dealt with the menetary peried
in Prussia already after the Prussian eath ef allegianee
frem 1525, taking inie eensideration the last siadium
of menetary referm:. Attempts of tramsition frem
Owdrrs System to the Beginnings ef menetary unien
with Peland were diseussed By E. Wasehinski in
1952.5 Grazyiski's, Waschinski’s and Sciwimkowski's
studies were continued by S. Dallezel in his work from
1967.7 In a chapter devoted to Krdllewiec mint and

‘W. S chwiimkicowskk i, Das Geldwesem in Preussem umter
Herzawy Allboectitr (1525-156%59), Komigsberg 1909,

SM. Grazzyyiskk i. Spor ksigdim Alwesthea z Polskg o
monety, “Wiadomasisi Numizmatyezno-Andhesilogiczne” 19138 =%,
i1, 1914, 1—5588; iidle m, Ryfiovmy mmna@me wyRudisae wyldesabh
1526150828 i ich geneza, ,,Przeglad Historyczny” 1913, 17, pp. 38
-665, 11771 -1 995,.2279 -2 380,

SEE. Waachioskiins k i, Die Miinz- und Wehrungspollifik des
Deutsatam Ordens in Preussem, Gittingen 1952,

'S. Dotedetzel, Das preussiscthyodinistle Lebmovatainmis
unter Hevzmy Alwettt von Preussem (1525-156%58). Kéin u. Berlin
1967.
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coins struck there the author favoured Schwimkow-
ski’s opinion continuing his interpretation and not
approving of Grazyiski’s whose views were cited in
footnotes® besides W. Terlecki's® and E. Bujak's.'?
Still, there dominated the thesis which is based upon
polemic papers of those times announcing the need to
protest of Prussia against coins struck by the King in
Toruh in order not to mamifest his sovereignty but to
destroy Prussian towns and Albrecht’s Duchy econo-
mically. Zygmunt I the Old was presented as an
advocate of limiting Prussian privileges and an author
of high prices in Prussia. The opinion about “bad™
Polish coin which caused the increasing inflation in
Prussia is still maintained. Recently J. Matlek!! has
paid much attention to problems of monetary reforms
and fewdal coins in Prussia. He refered both to
Sehwinkowski's and Grazyiski's works using records
of Prussian regional eouncils as the basic souiee. Apart
from some new attempts to interprete the coufse of
teforms, mostly in its last phase, and defianee of
Prussian towns eonneeted with it and exeept for some
eefisiderations about geld and silver ratie and besides
yRdeHining the rele played By jost Decjusz, Matlek’s
paper does fiet eentain any infermatien whieh weld
impel te meke serieus revisien of epiniens ineluded if
previeus literature, especially German.

Monetary writings of Mikotaj Kopernik and Jost
Decjusz which had an influence on the course and
character of monetary union of Prussia with the
Crowmn, are connected though not directly with the
discussed subject. Kopernik’s work was presented in
rich and numerous economical. historical and numis-
fnatie literatuie. Both German and Polish resear-
cherst? were very much concerned with that sub-
jeet whieh influeneed the European ecenomic view.
Published in 1818 by Bentkowski with the help ef
Freneh edition of L. Wetowski, Koperhiks treaty
teek 1t§ due place ih European ecefiomical output.

8Grazynski, op ot

°W. Terlleecckki i, Refwmy monetame: Zygmumaa I, “Wiado-
mosci Numizmatyczne' 1963, 7, 2. pp. 43 —583.

%, B ujjaakk,, Traktar Kogermiika o monecie, [in:] Miikolaj
Kapamitk, Lwow 1924,

M. M aHHeekk, Prusy Ksitghper a Prusy Kralbwwekkde 1525
— 648, Studium x diziejow polekiej polityki Albrechta Hiobénnadkenm,
Warszawa 0976. In the chapter related to the coins, the Awthor
presents data suggesting, that Albrecht was adherent in the reform.
Cited work is a continuation of the Grazynski's consideratioms. See
alsoJ. M aftHeekk, Ostamié stadhism reformy mometaametj w Prusach
Knidbavekkabh i Ksingheygbh w latach 1530 —/1%81 wy Swietle reecssow,
“Acta Universitas Nicolai Copermici”, Historia, 18, Torua (982,

12Gee M. G wmoowskk i, Poglily Milkathpa Kepumtikea w
spramanth monetarypbh, “Komumikaty Mazursko-Warminskie™
1968,4. Also A. S e m r a u, Die dlhtestem Minestsittwn des Mautschen
Ordems (Ttarm, Ebhing u. Kiiiigberoy), [in] Mittetilnggen des Copper-
nicus Mereims 192%3,31.

Initially, works of German scientists such as L. Prove
and F. Hipler were devoted rather to proving the
German origin of Kopernik than analysing his state-
ments. 13 Omlly the work of W. Schmauch from 19404
represents in German literature a tendency of treating
seriously this problem but even this paper contained
very strong anti-Paliish elements. In Poland M. Dmo-
chowski!® prepared a critical view on econmomical
statements announced by Kopernik and Decjusz. The
same topic, from the numismatist’s point of view,
was studied by M. Gumowski.'® Treaties of some
historians and economists e.g. F. Bujak, K. Gérski,
E. Lipinski who only to some extent dealt with this
problem,!” should be mentioned here as well. History
of coins in feudal Prussia in the later period i.e. after the
death of Duke Albrecht, apart from few general works
as for example that of F. Schrétter,'® was presented by
G. Meinhardt!® in his complete study. Using archives
from old Kréllewiec registry the author describes
Prussian mintage and minting rules established by
Prussian dukes. He also deals with mint organization,
personnel of mints, rate of exchange and values of coins
struck in Kréllewiec, he even attempts to determine the
author of printing machine whose authorship he
prescribes to Hanusz Sztypel. As regards the interpre-
tation of monetary phenomena he does not reveal any
novelties. Monetary turning-point from 16d88-1624
and monetary crisis in King Jan Kazimierz's times are
presented not very much convincingly. He blames
Polish kings and Polish “bad” coins for critical
situation and crisis, whereas Prussian dukes are pre-
sented as “outstanding” reformers who were not able
to defend Prussian inhabitants against inflation and

13The “Copernicus” literature began with the critical disserta-
tion of L. W oltoovwskk i, Traité de la monnaie (@oed, with) Thaiictie
de la premiize’ inventiom des momnais de Nigull Oresme text es framgaits
et latini d'aprey les manusuitss de la bibliottaouer Imperiidd et...,
Paris 1864. Next, this theme was continued by German scholars.
L. Prowe, Nigabuss Copernituss, 1, part 1, Berlin 1883,
F. Hiplker, Spicikgiim Copeymicamum. Festsatinifft des Histo-
rischem Mereins fiir Ermilandl zum Misthunderstem Geburtsttay des
Ermlandisctiern Domierm Niothuss Copevmius;, Braunsberg 1873

1YW, S chmauwchh, Nikodkuss Coppermituss und die preussis-
che Miinzzreform, Gumbinnen (940,

'S Milkadbipa Kapamtiklea rozprawy o monecii i inne pisma efemomi-
czne oraz J. L. Decjusza traiktear o biciu monety, ed. J. Dmochowski,
Warszawa (924,

Gumowski, op cit

“"Bujak, op. cit, also J. G®rrsskki j. Teoria rigriadea
Decjusza i Kagearika, “Roczniki Dziejow Spolecznych i Gospodar-
czych” 1955, 17; E. Lipiimsskk i, Poglady ekomsmitenee Mitkolaja
Kapanmkag, Warszawa 1955,

18F. Schrtteer, Die Miimzen Eriedrictiss Wilhelms des
Grossem Kunffiistean u. Friedvitttss [W]. von Brandentfurty. Aus Grund der
Sammilboggen des Kaniigioheon Miimadashistts s, Berlin 1913,

¥G. Meimthardd |, Die Miinam und Geldgesttithee des
Herzagjtimss Preussem 1569 his 1701, Heidelberg 1959,
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influx of worthlless coins coming from Polish and
Swedish issues because of the feudal dependence from
Poland. The notion “polnische Kippern and Wippern™
used by Meinhardt seems to be unacceptalble especially
as he did not give the origin of this notion meaning the
crisis of German coins caused by Thirty Year War. The
author does not take into consideration some note-
worthy opinions of R, Mertens?® and F. Schrtter.!
In spite of these critical remarks Meinhardt’s work
based on rich sources and using of comperatiive data
on Brandenfbungiam minting, is so far the most comple-
te anallysis of Prussian mintage in 1569— 1.700.
Certain information about functioning of Prussian
mints were included in E. Bahrfeldit's?> and J. Ben-
der's?® papers. Besides M. Kirmis'?>* work for many
years they have been a basic source of knowledge
about minting history in Prussian Duchy, however the
researchers mentioned above were much more inte-
rested in the coin itself than in the minting structure.
Libeck family's catalogues of collections published
in 1737 and 17812 should be regardedl as the oldest
coin catalogues of feudal Prussia. However, only
catalogues with collections from Malbork, Krélewiec
and with Czapski's collections comprised the whole
of ducal Prussian mintage. Bahrfeldt’s catalogue of
Malbork collection is most precious, containing des-
criptions of all types of feudal coins.>® The catalogue of
Czapski’s collectiom?” and, so far not published and

20FE Mantteenss. Die Kaiigheroger Ortpyatauneg Kurfirst
Georg Wilhelm r. Bramdenturry in Jathre 1620, anlag 1622 und h626,
Halle 1931.

ASschrotter, op cil; also idenm. Das Duaunsche
Heakanmitiawesawn in leztem Miortel des 17 JaivHundéerss. “Deutsches
Jahrbuch fiir Numismatik" 1938, L, pp. 39~ 106

2E Bahrfeldtt, DieMiiarn- und MedkillérnsSammulung in
der Mavianthurgg, Bd. 1-&, Danzig-Komigsberg 19011316, apart
from this work Prussian coins were discussed by Bahrfeldt in other
texts, idenm, Ein komigstieroger hatber Goldstaierr von 1636, *Berli-
ner Miinzblastter” 1913, 34, pp. 608 —609. i d e m. Ein Didkaaler
Georg Wilhelms u. Bramdentiurgg, [in:] BBuadeehhuggisthmioussische
Miinzstediben, Berlin 1913, pp. 155 157,

23). B emddee 1, Beitvagp zur Geschictite: des preussiseur Gekl-
und Miinevessess. “Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte und Allwitumsikunde
Ermlands" 1878, 6.

2. Kirmisn i s, Einleiumy in die polmisethe Mviaharde,
“Zeitschrift der Historischen Gesellschaft fiir die Provinz Pesen”
18899~ 1891, 4-60, ideenm, Hamsbuoth der polmiscin Muinahunde,
Posen 1892.

25 The coin collection of Liibeck family of Gdafsk was eollected
by two generations. The catalogue of this collection was edited after
the death of the founder, and reedited by hisson —HH. ILub b e clk,
Liitackiichkes Meahillden und Thallr Cabiinet;, der Preussisntiern und
Polniscthem Histarié- in einer Ordmumy vorgestait und kurziliath hesohrie=
ben, Konigsberg U737, also Korzeichnis der vorziiglhiath vedligeandigen
Sawmiingg u. Madkillérv: und Thalkerm, die zum Nazttasss des iiohlseeli-
gen Hevvm J. H. Liiteatk gehorem, Komigsberg 1781,

2B ahrfeldtt ap.cii.

27E, Hutittee n-C za p s k i, Cataibegiec de la collection des
médaillks et monnaies polomaisess, 1—55 reest. Gnaz 19957,

remaining in manuscript, the catalogue of coins of
feudal Prussia prepared by H. MankowskiZ® are of
some value. Among others, W. Winek. F. A. Vossberg,
E. Bahrfeldt, M. Kirmis, M. Gumowski and Kurna-
towski2® wrote about single coins and variants of dies.
Recently E. Kopicki®® has dealt with feudal coins of
Prussia taking into consideratiom, in his work com-
prising all Polish minting, descriptions of all types of
fewdal coins struck in Krdllamiec. At present, the very
catalogue is an available basis for classification of
Prussian coins.

Single articles on Prussian coins were printed,
among others, by W. Knapke and F. A. Vossberg.?!
R. Gaettens3? wrote about an interesting portrait of
Wiadystaw IV on George Wilhelm’s coin from 1640.
He suggested that a great popularity of Wiadystaw's
IV talers abroad brought about the placement of his
poFtrait on this coin. Gumowski *® rather saw here the
trace of relations with mint-mastets working in Po-
land. Moreover, he tried to give evidence that dry-
-pointing of dies did not have to be performed in
the same mint which struck the coins. Biographies
of mint-masteis were, among others, presented by
G. Meinhardt whe wrote about Paul Gulden* and by

281 have failed to establish where the coin is kept.

29W. Win c k. Ein unedieviass Bferig Hevzsy Albrastht Fried-
richs von Preussem, ,,Berliner Miinzblatter” 1936, p. 1i5. About the
coinssee F.A. Vossberg Geschidite der preussisatirn Myinzen
und Siegell, Beilin 1843; i deenm, Bruchsitiokee zur Miinagsssiiiohte
Albwedtitss, erstem Hevzomps in Preusser, “Zeitschrift fiir Miinz-, Siegel-
und Wappenkunde” 18391682, N. E, 1, pp. 29-33, 77-834. 13§
— 143, 208-219. E. Ba hrffelldit op.eil. and i denm, Wnedier
tes kémigptiargger Zueidlivesensiiaick . “Bertiner Miinzblétter™ 1927, N.
F. 47, pp. 1%~-153, M. Kirmiiss = see note 24;
M. G wmoowwms k k i, Popiersiez Wiadysthwvea IV na dwitalbaree len-
nym pruskiim, “Wiadommici Numizmatyczno-Ansdhasitogiczne™ 1913,
pp. B0~ 132; i deenm. Portugat! lenny pruskii z 1598 r., “Wiadomo-
§ci Nurmiizeatyczno-Ancieallgiczne™ 1909, p. 52 W, Kurna-
towski, Grosz elekiana Joszttimea IV z r. 1570, “Wiadome$ei
Numiizmaiyczno-Andedlgiczne™ 1914, p. 1L i deenm, @fpjagnienie
ek w kszedtiée sierpa () na czermamybh zfotyath Zjgrunsaa [ i
Aliyedhiea, “Zapiski Numizmatyczne™ (Krakdw) 1884, 1, Il pp 56,
See the description of Albrecht Fridericus denarius 0570 and
Albrecht solidus 1530, ibidem, V, 16, p. 288, on the plates also
illustration of Prussian thaler of Albrecht 1550 (V, 50).

®E  Kopigkii c k i, Katadbgy podsiawoswghh typsw monet |
bankmattiw Polskii oraz ziem histovyenidc z Polbkar zwiazanydh.
Warszawa 11976, 2. pp. 31 — 36. 61 — 63, LD~ 112 2880- 282; 3, pp. 44
-532, 1533-155.

MW, Kmappkleg, Preussisatuss Mimavessan 1569691640,
“Zeitschrift fir Numismatik” 1925, 35, pp. 2%4-2204, 1926, 36,
pp. 209-2221, 1927, 37. pp. 213-221®. Also E. A. Wassberg,
Brucitsttiotke....

2R, Gaecttteqn s. Doppeititadrr von 1640, *Berliner Miinzb-
latter” 1912, 33, p. 109.

3G wnmoows K k i, Pepiensic Wladystbavea 1V...

34G. Meimthard t, Das Lettlem des konigstaroger Mhimzmei-
ster: Paull Guldem, Wiirzburg 1958.
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S. B. Kahan who devoted his work to Gerard Rogge **
E. Schréder wrote about one-and-half grossi or
duthii*®® Studies of W. Winck enabled to define a
denarius from 1570 having Hanusz Sztypel's emb-
lemm3” which became a convincing evidence that the
minting press was of his authorship, cf. also M.
Gumowski.*® Mutual relations of coins on the basis of
Prussian-Brandenhuurg’iann orts were described by Bal-
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33S.B. Kahane, Gerhard Roggw wider Ernst Pfaller. Ein
Beitagy zur Geschiciitee d. Miiizzveesess BramdkntiurcgPPresserens, “Nu-
mismatiker” 1906, 5, pp. 5—71.

36E, Scorhiders d e r, Diittetlern. Geschihhie: eines Mitizznamens,
“Jahrbuch die Vereins fiir niedersiichsisches Sprachforschung” 1907,
33, pp. 1B9-118.

37W i mockk, Ein umetfiertes...

®M. Gumowshiw s k i, Hamszz Sziypt! — wynalkmea measzyny
menniiezagj, “Wiadomascd Numizmatyczne™ 1966, 10, L, pp. 22 —2%5.

39[M.] B a Lsszwss. Micht Heesdhngibene assppreussieche Thymme-
f&. “Berliner Miinzblatter” 1910. 31. pp. 523 — 524.

“W. Schwandt, Westpreussische Miinzfindée. Rdiirage
zur Landhsidindde Westpreussems;, Festschrift dem XV. Meutschen
Geograptiemegg in Danziy.., Danzig 1905.

4B, Kllgs, g e, Zmallziskka monet z X ¥—X W1l w. na albszarze
Polskii na podstaviée archimum Gabinetuw: Numiimmatysaregygo Mivzedw
Paistweswgbh w Berlimi;, part I, lata 1820—184%, “Wiadomosci
Numizmaityczne” 1978, 20, 2. pp. 93— 109; part II; lata 1850— /1868.
ibidem, 1979, 23, 2, pp. 87 — 1IS.

M, Mecllewska A Mikolajczwyk. Skkabhy
monet z lat 1500— 1649 na obszanzee PRLL Immentearz, Warszawa 1983.

*3These data are prepared by the Polish Archaeological and
Numisraiical Society (PTAiIN) for publication.

“BE. M rowiiftskk i, Supremuss Dux in Prussim, “Biuletyn
Numizmatyczny” 1981, 7 (165), pp. 124—125; i deernm, Supremus

Duxitn Prussia, uzupetnienie artykuhu, ibidem, 1982, 3 —44(071— 72)2),

p. 81. See also i deenn, Jeszree o groszanth Albreatiteg. Frydenyydea IV i
Janeu z Kawreypaa bityeth na wzér i stopg pelsika, “Biuletyn Numizma-
tyczny” 1978, 8 (136), pp. 141 — (42,

“H. Womnialn i a k, Lemme grosze i trojalkii pruskizz ksiecia
Alibrectitea Hothenzodldenaa (1525 -1368)3). “Biuletyn Numizmatyczny™
1985, 3 —4 (203-2204), pp. 45—47.

Meinhardt also continued his interests in Prussian
subject.*® Articles, papers and contributions cited
here, of course, do not constitute a full list of works
dealing with history of Prussian feudal coins published
for many years either separatlly or in Polish and
German numismatic magazines and auction catalo-
gues. However, many of them became out of date. It is
hardlly probalble that further archival studies and
interpretational attempts could bring something new
without considering much deeper anallysis of coins and
monetary fiinds.

Nowadiays, numismatic invéstigations require mo-
re complete application of methods together with
historical and economical knowledge. Hence, a need
arises for the creation of a wide research programme
comprising the whole of mutual relations and influen-
ces of municipal and feudal Prussian, the Crown and
Brandenburgian mintage. The issue of monetary
union, if not legal then factual, existing in 1541 — 11544
among mints of Kestrzyh, Brandenburg and Silesia (in
Legnica and Cieszyn duchies) requires to be studied in
details. So far, only Grazynski*” has devoted his work
to this problem. Papers of A. Mikotajczyk “® and F. C.
Spoorner®® can serve as good patterns for further
investigatioms.

Elaborations of monetary systems in Ducal feudal
Prussia should be restudied carefully. Results of Za-
binskfs studies®® need to be corrected. The issue of
Prussian mark still remains probiematiic. D. Braun
evaluated it for 1913345 M. Kirmis for 189952
F. A. Vossberg for 1916545 W. Schwinkowski for
190056#** and Zabifski for 190,0.%° It may be
necessary to perform chemical and spectirographical
anallyses of coins struck in Kidlkwiiec, Elblag, Gdarnsk
and Torud and next to compare these data with those
of Gumowski and minting regulkadions >

Monetary finds ought to be used to evaluate
monetary market in Prussia and to explain issues

48G. Meinhardt Gemizt zu Kiiigieng. Ein Beitvary zur
Miinz und Geldgeschiiiitte Ostymeusseens, Leer 1977,

ATM. Grazyyiskk i, Przyazphki do dziiisw unii mometar-
nych w w. X\, “Wiadome$ci Numizmatyczno-Archeologiczne™
1919, 1O, 5, pp. 49-554. 6. pp. 73—718. . pp. B5-88.

BA, Mikottajeczykk. Geneza i rozwd)j nowodgnei mumety
polskirji. Zamgs menmiziven europejpiibggy, 9, Krakow (1983,

YE C. Spoormree ., Lécommit: mondial et les fiappes
monétaiinzs en Frame 14933~ 1680, Paris 1956.

507, Zalbiincskk i, Sysiemyy pieniezme na ziemiath pudidich,
Wroctaw 1981.

%Braun, opcit,p. 8

S2Kiirmmi § 5, Hamdbiuoth..,. p. 48,

53V msssshtee g g Geschictise..,. p. 208,

§chwinkowski, ap cit, p. 44,

5Zabinski, op cit,p. 66.

56 M. G wmoowskk i, Mamatea u Kvzpakbdw, “Zapiski Towa-
rzystwa Naukowego w Toruniu™ 1952, t7. 3/4, p. 56.
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connected with circulation of feudal coins abroad.
Studiies on these finds, the anallysis of archives and also
the comparison of mutual ratio of gold to silver prices
in Gdafisk, Cracow, Netherlands and in Germany
with those in Brandenburg and Kréllewiec may enable
to answer a great deal of questions connected with
orgamizing monetary reforms in Prussia and monetary
crises from the 16" and 17" century. Mikolajczyks>’
paper can be used as an interesting basis.

Monetary crises from the 17 century and pheno-
mena connected with the influx of Swedish coins
struck in Elblag, Riga and Livonia and Polish copper
coins, so called boratyméi, to Prussia await proper
critical views. An explanation should be given for the
range and efficiency of Prussian defence against the
affluence of those coins and also why the better coin
than that of the Crown was kept in Prussia in times of
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the reign of Jan Kazimierz. Much attention should be
paid to the question of transition of Prussia from the
Polish to the Reich monetary system at the end of the
17" century and the beginnings of the 18" century and
also mutual implications evoked by getting used to
Prussian coins by the Polish inhibitants of these
provinces.

Investigations should also comprise the monetary
relations which were created between Prussian towns
and Prussian dukes for the whole feudal period. At
last, iconographie influences of Prussian coins on coins
of the Crown and Europe should be examined as well.

I would suggest to begin the studies with elzbora-
tion of full bibliography devoted to feudal Prussian
coins together with the list of sources and with
recording finds of Prussian coins from Poland and
Europe.

Recently observed interest in feudal coins, the
introduction of comparatiive studies and research on
the monetary circulation based on finds in our numis-
matics allow to assume that proposalls presented here
are likely to be fulfilled.
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