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PEASANTS’ ARMS AND ARMOUR IN THE LIGHT
OF THE SILESIANS’ MILITARY DUTIES IN THE 15™-16™ CENTURIES

A military breakthrough observed from the se-
cond part of the 14" century onwards which manife-
sted itself, among other things, in the appearance on
the battlefield of serried ranks of infantry troops ope-
ned up new possibilities of strengthening rulers’ milita-
ry potentials. The assumption that the potential did not
consist of mounted knights exclusively made them
employ enlisted soldiers as well as “revive” a long-
forgetten, early medieval idea of common defence thro-
ugh full-scale mobilization including land owners and
users, as well as the ewners of city plots. The concep-
tien of expleiting the military potential of the peasant
fRasses, whe eenstituted the majority of contemporary
seeiety, was, of eourse, only sporadically put into prac-
tiee. The very idea, hewever, recurred over and over
again and was finally serieusly considered when the
erisis of traditienal mobilization solutions becarme more
and mere aelte. In Silesia the problerm arose probably
in eennection with the Hussite menace. An example
was set By the enemy “plebeian” Taberite army itself.
Besides, it was well knewn that the enly means ef ba-
1aheing the Ezechs® constant advantage ever Silesian
forees was te areuse the resistanee of all the Cathelie
peaple. The coneeption was diseussed by the Silesian
regional esuneil in Gredkew. The reselution of 18"
Nevember 1421 provided, ameng ether things, that the
dHkes, 1ands and towns weuld mebilize all their ferees
and resist the hereties’ attaeks. This general statement
was followed By sme Mere preeise iRstruetions. Eve:
Ry {eR gshawe)- Were 8 take 3 wagen sqais%ea with
4rms ad £90d for three menths, 48 Well a3 2 chain (for
f lﬂg&;ﬁ waggh lﬁﬁ%@@ and “§§BFEEP’_ taals: Every s6l-

|&F Was 19 Be %H Best arms, that 18 Spisse, AFnbro:
}% YRS Shste ? 39 &5 BSSie Mag: AS We KAoW, A8
li séafe mgRll a?tﬁsﬂ W?ﬁ eld dnd the l?fugms I8-

&M Wag sHeCessHllY S8Ived IR qHItE 4 dIHEFERt way:

The very idea, however, was never abandoned.
The peasants of the lands of Nysa and Otmuchow,
belonging to the bishopric of Wroclaw, were burdened
with military duties in unknown circumstances at one
time. The problem remains an absolute mystery for

! Gesutfichtstyupilelen der Hussiidakiiegege, hrsg, v. €, G riin-
h a g e n, Scvifeoews Revim Silksiacarumym, Bd, 6, Breslau 1871, Ne,
17, p. 11

historiography. It is only certain that the tenant pe-
asantry of a village having the “German law” were
to pay a levy in the form of corn — two bushels per
fief - pro custodia terrae. The bishopric profited
handsomely from this (2600 bushels a year)®. Me-
anwhile the oldest inspection register of the above-
mentioned properties, known from the copy found
in the boek Musiey Registesr des Biselinmils Bre-
slaw of 1593%, remains practically unused. The re-
gister was completed in the year 1503, Its contents,
ineluding the types of arms and armour mentioned,
suggest even that it was based on a slightly older
m@delﬁqfﬁest probably dating from the second part of
the 15" eentury. A source corming from the district
of Cheb may be its geographically closest analogue.
This register, hewever, dates back to the year 1395
(the next ene, whieh survived in fragments, to the
year 1500)°. Thus the pessibility that the direst mo-
del of the selutiens empleyed in the Silesian southern
Berderlands was the military erganization of one of
the nearer territaries of Bohemia and Meravia can-
net Be exeluded. We are fiet in a pesition here to
analyse all the aspeets (i.8. the seitlement-related,
demagraphic and ecenemic enes) eonneeted with
the erigin and eentents ef this unigue, in Silesia, se-
Hreg. Fer us the mest imperiant thing is that, besides
s8rme knightly and village administrative duties, the
f@gi%t%f specifies the sefviees which were te be pre-

vided By the village communes, listed acearding 8

W. Schullee, Queliéen zur Gesetlichtte der BBesitaer-
hélltssee des Bistwss Brestéay, Breslau 1907, p. 209; idem, Die
Lantidesewtetdiglinging des Neisser Fistéatums;s, ,,Zeitschrift des
Vereins fiir Geschichte Schlesiens”, Bd. 45 (1911), pp. 284,
285.

3 A handwritten copy of 9th August 1889 by Alfons
Heyer is used in the article. The Statée Avatfivee in Kroclkaw, Re-
cords of the City of Wroclaw, B 20, pp. 11-28. The book was
familiar to W. Schulte, who, howewer, did not use the source.

*K.Siegl, Das Mustémmgsguduch der Egepoiadier
Baueensicdinfi vom Jatiree 1395, “Unser Egerland”, 22 (1918),
pp- 1n, 11im, 2%m, 2%m, 2bm, 44m. Tine quotation aften: R. N owg,
Stiithiskké vojensiviyi v doidi pifetihsitskske, “Historie a vojenstvi™,
R. 1963, p. 413, reference 5; ibidem, Méstské knihy v Cechach
a na Moravé 11310 a 1526, Prague 1963, the archive book regi-
ster in Cheb.
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the administrative order of the bishopric duchy (see
Tables 1 a-c)®, The register contains names of all the
villages of particular distriets. It is net elear whether
the number of their "“inhabitants” (Einwehner) men-
tioned in the decument refers only to the ewners of
kmetvom heldings er ineludes the eottagers as well
(the numbers are large enough te suggest that the list
eomprises all kinds of farms). Infermation abeut the
Aumber of wagens and arfied fmen that were te be
provided by a village ean alse be feund i the register.
All the warriers were feet seldiers Braeehie)
and were divided ints three greups, depending oA the
arms they bere: warriers in armeur with a pike (im
Harmiseh, mit Spiessen), bew-men with arpalests (it
AP and shielded warriars armed with shislds
dh; IraweeekThene 80-called free yegmen
Freye) were Aot BHrdened with sueh village dutiss.
ecBrding to relevant literatire, they were father
€onngeied with iéHl%mly duties®. Thus fhe reasens for
whieh they were listed iR the decument Femain HACle:
aF (IR SOME €3Ses they seem 8 have Been nciuded
8A the BasIs BF eommuine faxes they paid). The Nysa
E8WSF Harer WHEFE A8 “Fé@@” ?88 ER WELE H§ £d;
Qni{ & %Qﬁi QVSFQ%%HH &F Of V11128¢ i QB{I&HEE;
WhIEH M L§E§§S§E at they Were Rete ~Conceaes”
AMeng the ~IRRBIARLS -

The Nysa-Otmuchow properties, which were
the subject of the inspection, constituted one military
organism divided into four quarters. Each of the di-
strict-area comprised two such quarters. The border
between the upper and the lower quarters was the
Nysa Klodzka River (see map). On the map the abo-
ve-mentioned villages form a compact complex 35
km square. The distance between particular settle-
fents and the towns of Nysa and Otmuchow was
fiet lenger than 16 km. Only in some cases the villa-
ges were situated 20-25 km away from the cities. All
the distances could be covered in a day. Therefore
the real time-span of mobilization depended mainly
6R the system of communication and spreading the
news, as well as the very readiness of the peasantry
fer eombat. The distanee from the troop concentra-
tien sites seemed te be of seeendary impertanee in
this respeet. The beelk diseussed here eentains infer-
fatien referring to 86 villages of three guarters, inha-
Bited Bﬁ about 1484 peasanis Burdened with military
duty (the “free” yeomen and village administraters
wefe Rat ineluded). This ean be eempared with ihe
Eheb register, which lists 1293 armed peasants 6e-
ming from 133 ?ﬁﬂéh@%-: AR inventery of the Upper
Nysa Quarter is 1acking in the seuree, But its military

5 The State Archive ..., B 20, pp. 19-28.

W. Schu lte, Quellbm..y.p. 209; idem), Die Luanksser-
teidigumag. .., pp. 283, 284; W, D ziiewuu bk |, Zzhwdirienie
Stasidar w koviay XV i na pozegithu XHIT wigda: (The Pogpdietion
Distribhtition of Sikesiaa at the Endl of the 16th and the Begitmivag of
the 17" Centtarg)), ,,Przeglad Zachodni”, T. 111 (1952), p. 424 table
1,p. 427.
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obligation may be estimated at about 13 wagons and
146 foot soldiers. The number of “inhabitants” and
the number of armed men that were to be provided
by a village were directly related, but their mutual re-
lationship cannot be clearly defined at the mement as
the way in which military duty was allocated to parti-
cular villages was highly incensistent (ef.; Table 2).
The arithmetical average in the three guariers is 4,29
“inhabitants” per one armed man. THus if the villages
of the three quarters listed there were abeut 626 ar-
med men and in the whele land over 2.000 seldiefs.

The authors of the system discussed here did
not only want the villages to provide a given number
of armed men. Particular villages, or more ofien gro-
ups of villages composed of up to 5 settlements, were
to secure whole sub-units (parties) equipped with their
own wagon. The sub-units were organized according
to a common organizational pattern: one shielded-
warrior, 3-6 bow-men and the same number of sol-
diers bearing pikes - "pike-men” (the name is, of co-
urse, anachronistic, it is, however, used here becatse
it precisely renders the tasks of this part of the infan-
try)’. A situation where the shielded warrior was ac-
companied by an edd number of soldiers was usually
advantageous for the erossbew-men, beeause an ad-
ditienal areher was needed in this eonfiguration. The
cormpesition most frequently mentioned in the source
(8 times) was a arty of seven (1+3+3) or ten (1+5+4)
fRen. Greups of nine (1+4+4) soldiers were also fre-
guent (6 times). On the basis of this data it may be
assumed that an arrangement where a shielded war-
FieF was preceded By three of four pike-men and fol-
lewed By three te five cressbow-men was conside-
fed the Best selutien. Sub-units smaller than these
deseribed here were speradie and their compesitien
fAay Rave Been enriehed By arfed men whe did fet
have their ewh Wﬁ%@ﬂ and eeuld net ferm an inde-
pendent unit. if a village (F greup ef villages) provi-
ded 14-15 warriers (there were three sueh €ases),
they eeuld Be divided inte twe parties and eaeh of
them had its ewn shielded warrier. This, hewsver,
HQFB@%Q 8nly enee. 1t seerms that training an additie-
Ral Man {9 Bear a shield proved {8 be 98 sompliea-
ted: The sityation may have been similar in the ease
of W&_EBH% 25 fhere was only ene Waggeﬂ in eaeh unit:
Ghe 1A every five Wé%BH% Were rogred; mest proba-
Blg Hsed fof IF§H§EBE ing provisiens. 1 must e fe:
fembered that altheuah BAly wagens are mentisned
B iﬂs fegister, they mHst Rave Been accompanied By
At 1895t FW8 HBFSeS and & HFVer 2ABHARE peasant sé:
FVIRg 1A the AFmy:

7 The only alternative is the source term ,,spearmen”, Cf.:
J. Wim in er, Histrida pisahooyy poldkksp/ do roku 1864 (The
Histaryy of the Pollith: Tnfamteyy to the Year 1864), Warsaw 1978, p.
90; A. N o waakkoows & k i, Uzbrujgride indywidduirae (Fhe
Tndiisicilad:/ Avmss and Avmouy) [in:] Pokiéa techmiiden wojsionea do
1500 roku (Polisth War Technolbagy to the Year 15606)), ed. A.
Nadolski, Warsaw 1994, pp. 210, 211.



PEASANTS' ARMS AND ARMOUR IN THE LIGHT OF THE SILESIANS’ MILITARY DUTIES

TABLE 1.

MILITARY DUTIES OF VILAGES
IN THE BISHOPRIC DUCHY ACCORDING TO THE REGISTER OF 1503

a. The Lower Quarter of the Nysa District (Nieder Kirtel im Neilfischean @ehitte)

INCLUDING
NUMBER NUMBER
NAME OF OF IN ARM
OF VILLAGE WAGON FOOT WITH
INHABI- OUR WITH
SOURE-PRESENT SOL- CROSS-
TANTS WITH BOW SHIELD
DIERS PIKE
Maokkwicirz - Makowice 30 X 7 3 3 1
Wielidorff- Prusinowice 31 X 7
Rémeeygriwidéde - Rusocin 27 X 5
Bryseen: - Brzeziny 18 X -
Gelteridotf/f - Gieklczyce 12
Stvawiczz - Strobice 13 x* 10 4 5 1
Regljpzz - Regulice 14
HanfiBidoff/f - Hanuszow 12
Nowag - Nawaki 26 X 7 3 3 1
Sciimotibzz - Smolice 7
BottiimanRotilrfi - Bogdan6w 26 X 11 5 5 1
Beymisctitio i - Pakoslawice? 17
Hayneesddidi-ff - Sidzina 29 X 14 6 6 2
Litseet - Lasocice 14
Otteer G&etitiicz 9
Frydewalflée - Skoroszyce 22 x* 9 4 4 1
PetyrBbigiele - Czarnolas 14
Settiiivnbidele - Wielochéw 3
Hemm@fdrjfff - Jesienica Din. 29 X 7 3 3 1
Bauselhwitzz - Budziszowice 5
Steffensdnrf/ - Radzikowice 38 X 9 4 4 L
Neuddoifff - Zlotoglowice 58 x* 15 7 6! 1!
Wessentferge - Madirosz6w 7
Haydeiffinrfff - Jedrzychow 35 X 10 4 5 1
Glompeeaww - Glebinéw 7
Wioyticz - Wojcice 29 - 6
Reymann - Rzymiany [428] - 3
TOTAL [C. 545] 13 125 /12773

* wagon roofed with a red cloth (mit ruth gedackt / mit ruthen gewende griachi).

41



MATEUSZ GOLINSKI

b. The Upper Quarter of the Otmuchéw Distriet (Ober Miriel Oltmushanisenen Gabile)

INCLUDING
NUMBER | NUMBER NUMBER
NAME OF OF OF IN ARM
OF VILLAGE WAGON FOOT WITH
SOURE-PRESENT INHABI- | FREE soL OUR | cRross- | WITH
TANTS | YEOMEN g WITH SHIELD
DIERS BOW
PIKE
Heyneessdrirf - Dziewietlice 20 4 x* 12 5 6 1
Scihwemmelalivicz - Trzeboszowice 30
Bertedéadoif/f - Bernartice 30 X 10 4 5 1
Buetietdsdriftff - Bukova 13 =
Hermifidolf/ff - Horni Hefmemine/Jesienica Grn, 13 5 X 10 4 5 1
Kalkkke - Kalkow 23 2
Gros Krallf - Velkd Voda 28 x* 9 4¥% 4 1
Junpeddoif - Kobyla 10 -
Rutttaveasser - Cervena Voda 10 2 x* 8 ki 4 1
Avaifibofify - Jamoltow 1 2
Miassse - Eaka 8 5
Samghidoif/f - Supilkovice 7
Cunezsenddifff - Stawniowice 20 2 X 8 3 4 1
Bowkerrdoif/f - Burgrabice 14 L
NicHedisdoif/i - Mikulovice 16 - X 10 4%% 5 1
Endiiesidolf/f - Ondfejovice heeo/
Wieyspaath - Bily Potok 28 - X 9 %% 5 1
Kamnidzz - Kamienica 14
Koppeenigigk - Kopernik 37 - - 9
Jamerniokikh - Javornik 60 - X 14 6** 7 1
Petiinviczz - Piotrowice Nyskie 20 X 10 4 5 Ji§
Razmensdadidh(f - Ratmowice 15
Creackivitzz - Krakéwkowice 5 -
Betlhrddwffff - Michowice -3y
Alidkm Patiotisia - St. Paczkéw 39 - X 9 43% 4 1
Bisctioff§iaidkie - Biskupow 24 - X 7 L 3 1
Gievezitoffff - Gieralcice n
Bawmakke - Bukéw 13 X 9 4¥% 4 1
Tannelerge - Jodiow mn
Neygfi@idotfff - Nadziejow 7 =
Wfyrbem - Wierzbno 6
Briinsaheenorz - Broniszowice 6 X 8 3rx 4 1
Meifféen - Meszno 24
Brysan - Brzezina Polska 7
Muwe - Morow 12 X 12 [ 6 1
Ayl - Hawa 14 -
Manckwinkfoldt/f - Eaczki 12
Grunee - Siestrzechowice 13
1ITOTAL [c. &54] 2z 15 145" /l054]

** Pikes are not mentioned.

! According to a not made by A. Hayer, 9 armed men from Koperniki had not been included.
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c. The Lower Quarter of the Otmuchow Distriet (Nieder Virtel des Othuerhdistseher Cahiie)

INCLUDING
NUMBER | NUMBER NUMBER
ViLLa OF OF | wacon | roor | NARM | yry
SOURE PRESENT INHABI- | FREE SOL- | sy | CROSS- | Gpr
- g WITH IELD
TANTS YEOMEN DIERS BOW
PIKE
Pomfiiidoitfi - Pomianéw Din, 7
Hewttfitttorfff — Rastikdmw n - <* 12 5 6 1
Golmow - Goleniéw 8 L 7
Liginesw - Lubnéw 18
Golenddotfff - Golina 5
Lindboreaw - Lipniki 36 - X 7 3 1
Leipvidzz - Lasowice 20 2 X 7 ki 3 1
Gawares - Gaworowice 12 4
Lot - Lubiatéw 22 2 X 13? Si#x a L
Elgatts - Ligota WIk. 24
Sarllwiczz - Samowice 7
Camnitkk - Kamiennik 20 X 10 A% 5 L
Glodidogg - Klodobock 8 5
Glesandtwffff - Szklary 18
Weidictits - Pasieki 6 X 6 2 3 1
Lasahwigzz - Laskowice? 3 -
Czediltez - Siedlec vel Siedice 9
Grasatkkeiicirz - Goraszowice 4
Tscharschkowitez - Suszkawice 6
Heneziggifaiokle [-421] X 10
BrocKersiren - Mrokocin
TOTAL [c. 285] rasy 7 56 [65]
TOTAL IN 4 QUARTERS [c. 2025] 48

2 Including 5 men from Lubiatéw.
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TABLE 2.

CORRESPONDING NUMBERS
OF VILLAGE ,INHABITANTS"” AND THE ARMED MEN PROVIDED

NUMBER
OF ARMED MEN

NUMBER
OF "INHABITANTS"

NUMBER
OF ARMED MEN

NUMBER
OF "IINHHABITANTS"

5 27

6 28-29

7 30-36

8 36-37

9 37-39, 42
10 39, 42-43, 46

11 43

12 48, 50-51
13 53

14 52, 60
15 65

The composition of the contemporary infantry
had to fulfil e movms established fior anlisted tikagps.
The crossbow-men were no longer dorminant, in ac-
cordance with the tendencies of fortheoming years.
The number of warriors armed with leng shafied
weapons was more or less the same. It sheuld be
remermbered that a fegaluu@ﬁ of the Silesian regienal
coungil passed on 28" October 1529, that is 25 years
later, provided that a full-time mff@ﬂttfy Sulb-uinit coniFi-
buted by the States was 16 strong: there were eight
fAen affmed with harguebuses (Handrihren), six with
flails (!), ene man whe leeked after the fif@ (in ease
the leel fuse went eut), and ene prephes®. The orga:
Rizatien and weapenty ef the Silesian infaniry placed
it semewhere between the medels adepied in Gef-
fany and Peland. The presence of 48 peasant wa-
g@ﬂg in the Bishep’s army meant that there were re-

ly the same number of sub-HAits. Thus in a greup

472 seldiers (ealled a rotha), compesed of feur
§fﬂﬁll§? But Unegual guarter treeps é&@fﬂﬁﬁﬂl@% Ban-
Rer uRite), there weuld Be abaut fifty shislded war-
Fiars and abaut tws hundred - twe hundred and twen:

arehers and pike-men. Their Batile array ean easl-
1% Be ifﬂagiﬂéﬂ 58 colUmns; each compesed 8F § 99t
81 18 ge first TOHF Fows l% AFAGHF aRd aFmed
8H§ fSW 8F WALHOFS Witk Qfg
aﬂ 3 [8WS OF CrOsSROW-HER

fhe §81818F§ tHefe Was BHHPHQF8

& «BHE W4 %E % QHt £8 AStIve waf-
VE-METHNE 8§ HH%B %i? 918 H

e

I‘I%:ygégg 8{‘ IS 0 E u Nlj;\
%z‘z;ezgﬁé s @E(% i

corres
*H. Pall m, Scthibsi¢ass Lamdbsddigfasioion im XV,, XVIL und
XV Jattorhundeetrt, an offprint, Breslau 1868, pp. 11-13.

g E SFSQF

ik

f
!
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canton and about 1/3 of the Grodkow canton) provi-
ded, besides knights on horseback, almost 500 armed
men would have been a unique achievement at that
time. The adoption of the Nysa-Otmuchow fmedel,
whete 45 peasant holdings had te provide ene seldier,
on the whole Silesian territory would have secured a
huge army, several thousand strong. The idea was
only developed in 1577, when a eouneil order obliged
every seven villagers to provide one mounted bew-
man’. Unfortunately, we do net knew new whether
these mobilization plans could be realized or fiot. Lack
of any direct military menace as well as the pacifica-
tion of home affairs m the provinee resulted in a situ=
ation where, in the 16" centuty, ne need for full-seale
febilization arese.

The basic problem connected with providing the
above-described type of infantry was the necessity
to train a given number of peasant soldiers. Shooting
practice appeared to be the easiest kind of training,
because the skill could be mastered individually. Tra-
ining of would-be shielded warriors and pike-men was
much more difficult as it always required group acti-
vities and practicing a skill in serrled ranks. In erder
to organize sueh a unit and previde a suitable eoaeh,
armed men frem a number of villages ef even the
whele guarter had te be gathered tegether, whieh was
far beyend the Silesian peeple's erganizational capa-
gity. This must have been kept in mind. The type of
fhebilization diseussed here was te be intredueed in
ease of war and it was enly then that adeguate tra-
ining was te be dene. Fer the time being, the auther ef
the plan wanted 8 prepare a suitable &géﬂiiaﬂeﬂﬁl
stryeture, where each village weuld Be aware of ifs
BBllgaHBH% QHH wauld secure all the Recessary arms

® Ibidem, pp. 17, 18.
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Map. 1. Leeation 6f the villages identified in both the Otmuchow quarters and the Lower Nysa Quarter.

and armour (the weaponry did net have to be VeFy
expensive). On average over thirty peasants were te
collect the money to buy one weeden shield (sueh a
shield was worth about 7-12 gressi; the eest of pain-
ting the weapon was not included), three arbalests
(48 grossi each), a certain number of butts (three seere
butts cost up to over a dozen grossi; a substitute for a
real quiver could be made by the peasants themse-
Ives), three pikes (6 grossi each) and three suits ef
“grmout” (those were probably breastplates — 24 gros-

si a piece — and the simplest helms: Kettle-hats = 15-
30 grossi per piece). The above-mentioned arms and
armour were worth about 7 marks™. Thus ene villa-
ger was to pay about 10 grossi. The expense might
have been bigger if we include the cost of other

© The prices after: J, § zy mezalk, , Proulkeio | sty
uztbvajpmida rycensikéggo w Polboee XILAY w. (The Prodlisionn and
Cost of Kniight Armss and Avmsurr in Povgnd the 13%-15" G-
ries), Lodz 1989, pp. 88, 134, 265, 266 table 21.
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elements of infantry armour (such as the backplate,
the collar, the arms defence, and the gauntlets), whieh
has not been mentioned here. The example of the
Polish infantry of the beginning of the 16th esntury
shows that in front of the §h1elaed warriers there were
only well-armed “spearmen” . There, Rewever, the
fAurmber of such warkiors was §mall; while in sur case
it was prepertionally {08 Big t8 make the armaments
605t recket. As far the eest of wagens and herses is
eeneered, farm %qmgm@m and ahimals eeuld sHe-
eessfully be used!™. The interesting thing is that there
were R firearms, which (in the year 15631 were Sff
replaced by eressBaws. This pheriemenen ean Be expla-
ingd in twe ways: the aneient methads might have Been
autematically fepeated or the skill sfusing firearms was
theught 16 Be 188 difficut o be mastered by masses of
HAtrained gea%m% whe Were nat familiar With fechnl-
eal iRnevations: BHHRY the pext few decad EE the sith-
atien had radicall EHQHQEH IR RIS FSQESEE & FESBIH-

tien 8F 1577 MeR lBB%H Bgve fS&Hl ?E g F8&§§H
§81818F W3§ Hl % Wi 4988 & 1H HHen ver-

%&i m%ﬁ%&%{ a%@ﬁﬁ lats &HéggBﬁEE

ga{s S i P gk( %
d Hrears,

?h 8t {W8 1§[8 9!‘5{%[?
19 HH Q Bt 18% 88[%H§% Bg% fg
i et ng S\E Wiele 1A W
s rec eln con-
'f"EeﬁaBy“ﬁqs Sxalip 9ple oF
The weapons enumerated in the mventmy of
1503 cannot be termed “plebeian” even in the most
general sense of the word. They were not “knightly™
weapons, either, but could be considered usual we-
apons typical of contemporary enlisted troops recru-
ited from ordinary, plebeian citizens. In the register
no other elements of peasant infantry armour are li-
sted. If a shield-man or crossbow-man possessed any
pleces of armour or a helmet, he would wear them
anyway. Moreover, side arms, which seem to have
been decisive as far as the additional worth of a unit
was concerned, are not mentioned, either. The situ-
ation was similar in the case of inventories dealiﬂg
with the military potential of medieval tewnspeople®,

"3t the painting ,,The Battle of Orsza” (1514).

2 Cf.: A. N owakkoows kK i, Sprztt taborowy, obozmwy i
przzgpamoayy (The Wagon Laggerr;, Camp and Crossing Heip-
ment) [in:] Polbdea technikea..., pp. 254, 255.

B H. Pallm, op. cit., p. 18.

“Cf:M. Golinski, R. Zerelik, Udbmgjenie
mieszzzan K¥odikea w Swintlée Spisus z dmggeymtbwyy XWI wiieku
(The Avmss and Avmoeur of the Peagliée of KVodikk in the Lightt of an
Imventeoyy of the Sewand! Halif of the 16™ Centtaryy, [in:] Wistrdj,
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The possession of personal side arms with peinted
blades or battle-axes must have been 6 common that
it did not have to be mentioned. The erder ef 1529
required that every foet seldier had a geed weapen
and sofne mysterious Wuffhak@n (a kind ef ealirep
scattered in front 6f hersemen?'®). Thus the Bishep
of Wroelaw was gulite sure that his peasant subjests
weuld repert with battle axes, swerds, cheppers and
eutlasses e, at least, leng peasant knives fixed te the
belts. It is areng these arms that their faveurite, i};P :
eally "plebeian”, weapens are 8 Be feund. UnfeH:-
Rately, i erder te recegnize them, sne wauld have {8
hiave at his dispesal an inveniery made .in Aatre’.
Suich lists appeared enly in the secand hal of ihe 16"
eentury, when an attempt was made 8 inspest the
way iR whieh the Silesians fuifi dhelr SOMMOR M-
Fy duty intredueed in the face of the Turkish menace
in the time of the HaBsBuFgS:

Translated! by Zuzannen PBhldewsdia-Parra

ed. A. N ad o lsskij LLadiz 1090), pip. 38B-402: M. Goli msskkii,
Uzbrojimiée mieszzaivikice na Stasia od potbwyy XV do kofica XY
w. (The Armss and Avmoawr of the Townspesptée of Silesia ffom the
Mididlee of the 14" totite End afftfire 15" Century), ,,StudiciiNrenady
do Historii Wojskowosci”, T. XXXIII (1990), pp. 35-47.

©Cf.: H. Pallm, op. cit., p. 13.





