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,WITH HONOUR AND WITHOUT ANY LOSS" —
JAN OF MICHALOVICE'S KNIGHTLY EXPEDITION TO PARIS

The following paper has been devoted to the di-
scussion of the expedition brought up in the title, whieh
is supposed to have taken place on the turn of the 13th
century. However, our knowledge of the event derives
neither from an account nor a historical reference. It is
from literature that we learn of Jan of Michalovice's
achievement. Heinrich von Freiberg is the author ofthat
German poem. Before we present some scraps of infor-
fation about the author himself, it should be pointed out
that Heinrich von Freiberg is one ofthe links ofttiewiho-
le ehain of the German coutt poets who found their home
aned were given eﬁceuragement to write in Bohemia in
the 18th eentury’. Both the last members of the Premy-
slid dynasty and the outstanding representatives of ari-
stoeratic families used to be the Maecenases of German
finResngers. 1t was thanks to their hospitality and —
whieh is still mere impertant — generosity that a whole
series of works, written by sueh peets as Reinmar von
Zweter, Sigeher, Friedrieh von Sennenburg or Ulrich von
Etzenbaeh, came inte being. Naturally, in return, pral-
§lH%¥h@ patrens’ deeds beeare ene of the main themes

this kind of literature.

The biographies of these poets are usually incomple-
te. Some scraps of information may be found in their own
works. This is also the case with Heinrich von Freiberg’,

! For further information cf. among the recent works:
W. 1w aficzak, Tropem rycesskhéy/ prajpadyy. Wzorzar rpgenski
w pisfnidenicinieie czeskirm XW wieku, Warsaw 1985, pp. 64 seq.,
171 seq., 272 seqq., and H-J. B e h r, Litenawtur als Mookhegyiima-
tiom: Svudite: zur Fankttoon der deutsahgpachifégen Dictlttmeg am
botimischkar Kanigshbd/ im. 13. Jatvtuadele t, ,Forschungen zur Ge-
schichte der 4lteren deutschen Literatur”, 9, Miinchen 1989,

2 On the poet's life and work cf. especially the early works,
as the recent ones have not added much to our knowiedge: W.
T o isch er, Die Heiinat! Heiimiohbs von Ereitferrg, . Mitteilungen
des Vereins fiir Geschichte der Deutschen in BShmen®, 15, 1387,
No. 2, pp. 149 seqq.; F. Wie gan dt, Heinot: vom Ereitisrog wnd
seim Mewhilinisis zo Eibleayt und! Ulriat¥, Diss. Rostock 1879; R.

W o ILkkaam), Gaschiclitee disr disvtschem [iteratur iinBilmen, Prea-

gue 1894, pp. 200 seqq.; M. L i e s k e, Hofiknikss Lettem wnd
Fitienlichae Gesellichafifi beii Heinnith/ vom Freilisegg, Diss. Greisfald
1922; G. E h riismmaamn, Gesdhibiee der devitatieon Lienatenr bis
2 Ausgengg des Mitlhliess, vol. 2, Minchen 1935, pp. 68 seqq.;
C.vom Krauss, Suditen zu Heiichh vom Freillargg, ,Sitzungs-
berichte der Bayerischem Akademie der Wissenschaften”, 1941;
A Hilbrimk-Becdkmaamn, Dey wellanssbaulichehe Geltallt in
Helnnichss vom Fyeiligege Tristam, Diss. Marburg 1954,

He most probably came from Ereiberg in Saxony
and a few works have been attributed to him so far.
Besides the account of Jan of Michalovice's adven-
tures, it is also «The Legend of the Holy Cross»,
based on the Latin original, and «Tristan», a conti-
nuation of the outstanding poet Gottfried von Strass-
burg’s unfinished work, that are meant here®. It is
sometimes assumed that Heinrich von Freiberg is
alse the author of a short humorous work. The chro-
nelegy of the appearance of his subsequent works
is unelear and the researchers’ conclusions consi-
derably diverge in this respect. The precise datmg
of «Ritterfahrt des Johann ven Michelsberg»* has

3 His biography is almost completely unknown (ef.: e.g.
J. B umKk e, Hoffanhke Kudttr, Litevattmr und Geselboragt/! im
hotterm Mitalédtirey, vol. 2, Miinchen 1987, 4th ed., p. 684:
,,...Gottfried von Strassburg, von dem nur das eine sicher ist,
das er ein studierter Mann war, ein clericus par excellence™),
however, many studies have been devoted to the analysis of his
works: F. P i q u e t, Loriginatitisé de Gottffiéel! de Sstredpourg
dans son pednee de Trisvam et fsolidkz, Lille 1905;S. Sawicki,
Gotffieeld vom Swrasshbingg und die Poetikc des Mitelatiges:s, .,Ger-
manische Studien”, 124, Berlin 1930 (reprint Nenden 1967);
H. S ¢ harschhuchh, Gotffiéeld vom Stracsbhmgg: Stiltmittet! —
Stilasshatikik, ,,Germanische Studien®, 197, Berlin 1938 (reprint
Nenden 1967); H. d e B o o r, Die Grundéusifftungg vom Goit-
Trigelds ,, Thigiad”, ,Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift flir Literatur-
wissenschaft und Geistesgeschichte™, 18, 1940, pp. 262-306;
G. W ehveg s, Goitffieeds vom Swasshbigyg ,, Tristan ™ wnd die K-
se des hoemnitietalitichehen Weltbiliitss um 1200, vol. 1-11, Stutt-
gart 1953; R. G o ldsechmiiddtt Kwumzzgt, The ,, Tiristan ™" af
Goliffigsl vom Srassbuigg. Am Ireniec Perspresivee, Berkeley 1973,
€. §.Jaeg et Medpwh Hunanissn in Gottffieed vom Sass-
burgss Tristan undl Isoliite, Heidddbeegg, 1977, G.Weber,
W. H e fifaanmn, Geltfficels vom Swassbbigg, Sth ed., Stuttgart
1981; R. @ Leerdliihiih g, GotifFied won Sivassburg and rife
SehndiTTrgiiombn, ,Deutsehe Vierteljahrssehrift fir Literatur-
wissensehaft und Geistesgesehiehie”, 61, 1987, pp. 617-638;
A. W g L. Coiifried wom Siwasshuliey nd dlie Mithe wom Tri-
stan, undr Fselng., Darmstadt 1989; R. G lendiiim ndg, Eres,
AQRNSe, 8P RIRIRSHS: AVsnAG 1200 Gemasse of Melipyss A¥s
PRSSIGE, ADK GOrieels Yo SHasshgs s Trs, Speeulum”,
8%’, i‘ggé; BB %2:925

* Editions: Jam z Mictatédvidc. Nemsokk bsen tinetho weku,
ed. A. Krauss, Prague 1888; Heiimiiti vom Ereilsroe. Mit
FEiméitimgegeerber Sl/, Sprachéie, Mettiik, Quelldan umdl die
Pensivilitivkite it des Diihtees;s, ed. A. B err n t, Halle 1906,
pp. 239-248.
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also been questioned. If one accepts the turn of the
13th century as the possible date of the poem’s appe-
arance, the work must have been written between the
80s of the 13th century® and the year 13195, i.e. the
differences In dating will be as big as forty years:
The poen’s literary evaluation is alse inconsistent,
as both critical and highly pesitive epiniens onesr-
ning its peetic value can be referred g’.

The situation is much less complicated as far as
the poem’s protagonist, Jan of Michalovice’s biogra-
phy is concerned. He came from one of the distingu-
ished Czech families, the Markwartice. The first men-
tion about this family could be found in the seuree
material as early as in the first half 6f the 12th sentu-
ry®. The knights of Michaleviee are mentiened amen
other branches of the family. Referenees e Jan 6
Michaleviee appear from 1283 te 1306. A d_@@umeﬂt
of 11283 presents Jan as a member of the elite of the
contemporary nobility, rallied te yeung King Venee-
slas 11, whe enjoyed censiderable advantages and pri-
vuegeg in return for their genuine o alleged servises
te the King. The deeument ef 28th August, 1283 sta-
tes that Jan ef Michaleviee transfers three wlla%%
and seme vague Fights te the estate of B&gin 18 the
KKing and pays baek a debt of 800 menetary Hits oA
the appeinted time and aequires 4 vast edtales and
the eastles of Velesin, Vit&igvice, Osiré and Bevin
from the Fuler. The pledge 8F Ais fuikre faithiul se-
Fviee 18 the King is meant 18 eemssﬁéatg for {H@ ih:
equality efthis sxchange The infgrmad 1%9
generasity was a restl ofdan 8%M18H§l8w&§ S Hiengs
entreaties can alse Be foHAd A the docHMERt: The A3
es 8 SOme eﬂfﬁ% KItghES FHends EIHSHH%% {88
éfaﬁﬂﬂ% velesin 18 Jan 888 FH% I? I} &34 E
e HHFQ\/ Hragl FSQ i 85 e MEm F§

{ g Vit 8%5 t

mind L

$D. M e n ¢ Loowss, (Caské Heady, vaodl.1), Freagiee 19985, 0.
285, thinks that Jan of Michalovice's expedition took place in
1281.

*A. W a lllnre e,r RRiwkanfragem, ,,ZZesschififfifiiDBewt-

sches Altertum und Deutsche Literatur”, 63, 1926, pp. 191 seqq.,
thought that the poem had been prepared to be performed in Pra-
gue in 1319.

TE.g.: R. W o llkkaam (Geschiclitee.., ., po 2201 tHiitdsstHettliee
work is not the apogee of the poet's literary output, and in: Die
deutsshédre Literatunir des Midtebdbdrers. Werfasssdeticoon, ed.
W. Stamml ke r, vol. 11, Berlin-Leipzig 1936, col. 265, the
poem is considered to be an important literary work.

SM.Koll&t, A. S edllasedk, Ceskamavausisid hbendifika,
vol. II, Prague 1925, p. 14; V. N o v o t n y, Ces& djiimy, vol. 1,
part 4, Prague 1937, p. 437; B. Walldisttein-Wartenberg,
Die Mavivaatingarer. Gesthcblre eingsr bémischhen Familite im
Zeitaileer dev Premysbillefer, Grafelfig bei Miinchen 1966.

9Regesta diplomatica nec non epistolaria Bohemiae et
Moraviae, vol. 11, ed. J. E m Leerr, Freggue 18832, m. S840 off::
V.Novotn, op. eit, pp. 415 seqq.

1 See: J. M. K Liimmeesscchy, Miie Misrren wam Midinhalbberg
als Besitzeer vom Welesahinp, ,,Mitteilungen des Vereins fiir Ge-
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of Michalovice and the court made it possible for the
knight to hold the office of the King’s highest cupbe-
arer from 1289 onwards". He married J@haﬂka ef
Rozmberk and they had a couple of children*?. Befe-
re his death, in 1306, he bequeathed guite big proper-
ty to his soR¥,

It is also important to note that the castle of
Michalovice was built in the middle of the 13th een-
tury, 3 km from the old royal castle in Mladé Bele-
slav. It was named after the patron of the ehureh eree-
ted at the same time in its suburbium, i.e. Arehangel
Michael, the patron of knights. At the beginning, a6-
cording to the fashien of using Gerfman versiens 6f
local names and surnames, the castle was ealled Mi:
chelsberg. The lecatien of the eastle seemed 8 be
excellent. Situated on the right bank ef the iser Ri-
ver, it was an Jnaceessible fortress. The ruins ef the
castle with fragments ef its defensive walls and a
pewerful reund tower ever 11 m in diameter have
been preserved there up te new. The faet that the 66n-
struetion of the eastle was supervised by a Cister:
gian-Burgundian weﬂ@hag whieh ereeted ale some
ether buildings in the neig eum%a eints 18 some
internatienal relatiens. Henryk Kruhlaty was the Jast
representative of the Michaleviee branéh ofthe Mar-
kwartiee family. He died i ;}@ 1468 and net befere 1ong
the eastle was abandened.

Jan of Michalovice’s biography is especially in-
teresting for us, as the knight performs a dual func-
tion. He appears to be a historical character and a
literary protagonist. The castle of Michalovice, in
turn, may have been the hipethetical place of jan of
Michalovice’s meeting with Heinrich ven Freiberg:
The lord of Miehaleviee was ene the pairens of Gef-
man poets, therefore the pessibility that he was the
innitlator of the poem deveted te praising his viriues
cannet be excluded. Ameng other amte@mtg; the pa-
trons of minnesngers, OldFieh of Hradee™ and Raj-
mund of. Liehtenburg, whe made Heinrich ven Frel-
berg undertake the difficult task of writing a SORtIRY-
atien of G@ttfﬂ@d ven Strassburg's «Trisians, esuld
be mentioned!.

Before we set about considering the place of
the poem presenting Jan of Michalovice’s expedition

schichte der Deutschen in Bohmen™, 22, 1883/1884, pp. 185-
220, 330-372; J. S u s t a, Cesi déjimy, vol. 11, part 1, Prague
1935, pp. 337 seqq.

" Regesta diplomatitaa., .,

2 Ibid., p. 615.

B Jbid., p. 904.

% On the castle see: D. M e n ¢ lLoowéa (Caské Hready, wodl 1),
pp- 133 seqq.; Uméleakke pamédioky Cecth, ed. E. P o ¢ h g, vol. 1,
Prague 1978, p. 378.

BCf: W.Iwanczak, Tropam ..., pp. 177 seqq,

BL. Schilesiingger, Die densuhke Spractinssk! won
Igbay, ,Mitteilungen des Vereins fiir Geschichte der Deutschen
in Bohmen®, 23, 1884, pp. 329 seqq.; M. $ v ab, Zu den disutsch-
tschecifisetfern Literattinifeziéhlinggren und devem Spezifiitit: um 1300,
[in:] Serta SYanicazr. fn memaniaow: Aleiaiii Sctimauss. Gaeltenkschrift

vol. 2, p. G0,
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to Paris in the developmentalline of ehivalrie and ee=
urt literature and culture, the plot itself should brie=
fly be presented. The poet introduces and presents
his protagonist by saying that there lives a knight in
Bohemia who surpasses all other knights in every re-
spect. As the author is not in a position to describe all
his numerous deeds, he will limit himself to deseri-
bing ene of the knight's achievements, which made
him famous all over the world. While looking for ad-
ventures in the famous city of Paris, our hero appears
in the King’s garden and finds the ruler having his
breakfast accompanied by beautiful ladies and a cou-
ple of friends. Jan of Michalovice, who unofficially
represents the King of Bohemia, hands his sovere-
igh's gifts t the French menarch and then steps on a
6arpet, where gergeeus armour and robes are put on
him. Then, helding a shield with his coat of arms on
it, he meunts his stallion and approaches the King.
The latter neds te his twe most oustanding knights
telling them te get ready for the fight. Neither An-
sehérant of Beisle nor Grinet of Normandy endured
the leng enesunter with jan of Michalovice. They
were beth unsaddled and unhersed. The noble win-
ReF, hBWever, enl;aeymg his sueeess, returned their
herses 16 them. This deed was highly appreciated by
fany Beautiful ladies and the km?m was given a be-
auiIful steed and Rumereus jewels by the King. Fi-
HQII%; the athor pramises i8 tell us more stories abo-
HE RIS Rerg's deeds:

It seems convenient to quote a fragment of the
knight from Styria Ulrich von Lichtenstein's «Frauen=
dienst», of which work we shall say more below. Eive
reasons for the knight's participation in a joust are enu-
merated there: out of the sheer love of tournaments, in
the hope of winning the prize, to be in the service of the
ladies, for military practice and to win honour'’. This
almost classic listing generally refers to poems depic-
ting knightly tournaments. Probably all, or at least most
of the reasons mentioned, could be found in the acco-
unt of Jan of Michalovice expedition.

Therefore the following question may be asked:
What image of the joust'®, in terms of the governing
fules, organization, and symbols, was presented in
our poem? The position of the protagonist, placed

i Alloiss Scimeaams, ed. W, G e s e m a n n and others, Miinehen
1971, p. 698; J. B u m k e, Heifsonke Kultur, vel. 11, p. 675.

TUlrich vom Li¢hitensted hn, Frausiadags!, ed.
R.Bechstein, vol 1, Leipzig 1888, p. 210: ,durch hohen
muot”, ,umb daz guet”, ,.dureh diu wip”, ,dureh lerRen”, wdureh
pris®.

B Among the numerous literary werks deveted (e the me-
dieval tournament ses: F. N ie d R 8 F, Dgs deustafae Turmis i
X und Xl Jatmfusaciart, Berlin 1881; F. H.€ripps-Bay;
The Hisiony of the Towremmant it Engibried and in Eranee, LonR:
don 1918; R. Cebtman €heph an, The Tourmumeans It
Periistds and Phasss, London 1918; N: Ibemholm =¥ o ung;
The Tourmemmeat! in the Thinmemh Cemtiryy, [in:] Stadlies i Me-
dievall Hisiory. Presentd to E. M. B o w i ¢ k ¢, Oxford 1348
(veprint 1968), pp. 240-268; Dss ritieriistee Turmier im Wilte/mlier.

against the background of the famous Knights of the
Round Table and other knights from Arthurian le-
gends, seems to be of vital importance'®, Therefore
we come across Perceval, the unhappy hero stained
with the murder of his mother, who after a long quest
and numerous encounters finds redemption and be-
comes the King of the Holy Grail. There is Yvain,
the ene whe saved a lion from a dragon and had been
ealled the knight with a lion ever since (the animal
weuld aseempany him and help him in battle). Sir
Gawain, present in almest all Arthurian romances, a
fmedel knight, whe never becare a leading charac-
teF, alse ap?em in the peem. Eree, Gamuret, Wiga-
Iis, Laneelet, Titurel, as well as St. William, Mar-
%F_QV% of Aguitania, are mentiened. The ancient fuler

ing Alexander, whe was elad in medieval Kﬂightlg’
£astUme iR RUMereus Werks, is net missing, either®.
The fast that Sir Trisiram eannet be found among
these sutstanding warriers may be surprising, as He-
inFieh ven FF@_IB@E was the aiither of a peem deve-
ted 19 this knight™". This absenee may eenfirm the
suppasitien that Jan of Miehalevies's stery had been
WrHen Befare the pegt reeeived Raimund of Lieh-
fenBUFE’S Qrder 18 Wrte & eantinuation of Getifried
VR SHassburg's s8Ry

The enumeration of the names of such distin-
guished characters was certainly meant to stress the
virtues of Jan of Michalovice, who surpasses all the
knights in many respects. The fact that Jan of Micha-

Beitwiiige zu einer verglkichbndeten Eormery — unid Venkraleinge-
scliiidhee des Ritenttmss, ed. J. E Leackeemsstieeiim, @itinggeh
1986; J. M a c e k, Das Turwigar im mitialaléenbicdren Baiutien,
ibid., pp.371-389; W. 1w a i ¢ z a k, Le tourmali Clenugdtersgie-
danss le Royaumee de Bottemee. Essail d anaiyfsse culioretide, ,Studi
Medievali”, 28, 1987, 2, pp. 751-773; R. Barber, J. Barker,
Tournaments:s, Joustss, Chitvalfyy amt! Pagezan! in the Midtike Ages,
Woodbridge 1989.

¥ On the reception of Erench court romaneé (romanee of
chivalry) in Germany cf.: W. K e L1 e r m a n n, Alttbenéshée und
alffamadeisisehe Liwnateny, ,,Germanisch-Romamische Monats=
schrift”, 11,1923, pp. 217-225, 278-288; P. T i Lwiiss, (lhser chie
unmittedbbesen Worlagam vom Havtmennss Ever und fweiin, (Wirichs
Lanzedét: undl Wolffamss Pavzived/, ,Neuphilologische Mitteilun-
gen” 60, 1959, pp. 29-65, 129-144; M. H u b y, L'audptiown des
romanss eowrtniss en Allkmagpae au XW et auw XU sieclk, Paris
1968; J. Fourqued(, Les adapationms allemandeles de roomans
elviaddrasasipu e ftangaisis. Changementn! de fowtinion et cémnge-
ment: de visiow, ,Etudes germaniques™, 33, 1977, pp. 97-107,
R. P éremnesc, Reelipsebbes sur le romam avifiuriden en vers en
Allpmagpre aws XWF et XWAF sigelkss, vol. 1-11, Paris 1984.

N Gee- P. Meyer, Alexamifee de Grand dans lalilidéedusie
fhancpirise du moyem &ge, vol. 1-11, Paris 1886;J. S. Westlake,
The Prese Life of Alexamider, London 1913; K. BBwrdaect,
NacHébben des Grigatisshironiisebenen Altertamss in dev mittedal-
tericiiesn Didhingg und Kunssr, Halle 1925; G. C ary, The Me-
dieval! Allsandger, Cambridge 1956; D. J. A. R o s s, Addaxander
Histrioduns. A Guiidke 1o Medikweh! IWstrededd Alxamider Lirera-
ture, ,,Warburg 1nstitute Surveys™, 1, London 1963.

UHeimmiiccth vem Freiitbearnyg, Tristamr, ed. A,
B e r n t, Halle 1906, pp. 1-211.
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lovice came from Bohemia is emphasised by the au-
thor. The terminlogy used in the poem is varied. The
knight is referred to as ,;recke”, ,wigant® or ,helt”.
All the terms denote a ,,here”. The werld of medieval
legends seems to be a usual peint of referenee. T
praise the knight the auther states that the poemy's
protagenist is a ,new Perseval*®.

The presence of King Arthur’'s Knights of the
Round Table leads us towards a new kind of tourna-
ment, in which the characters present different events
from Arthurian legends and where other para-thea-
trical imitations of stories taken from literature may
be observed®. This type of tournament had flouri:
shed from the thirties of the 13th century enwards.
Some unsuccessful attempts to organise tournaments
of the Round Table in Behemia were made by Je-
hannes of Luxembourg®,

The joust in which Jan of Michalovice takes
part is characterized by a few elements which seem
to be typical of widespread contemporary tournament
practice. Tying the helmet denoted readiness for bat-
tle, while untying it meant the end of the fight®®. The
direct encounter of the oppenents uised to be prege-
ded by music. The whole spectacle takes plaee in the

ZJan z Michalowiis,afl. A Kraus, 0. 109.

BL.H.Loomis,Anthus's Reundd Tablke, ,Publications
of the Modem Language Association”, 41, 1926, pp. 771-784:
idem, The Rountd Tablle Agaivy, ,,Modern Language Notes”, 44,
1929, pp. 511-519; R. S. L o o m i s, Chivalfiic and/ Dpramatie
Tmitatioons of Artthwidnn Remancee, [in:] Meditwed! Studitss in Me-
mony of A. K. Ponterr, vol. 1, Cambridge Mass. 1939, pp. 79-97;
E. S and o z, Toumeyss in the Anthhutidnn Trediiiton, .Speculum”,

19, 1944, pp. 389-420; R, H. C Liime, TWhe Mfiuenee & RBARAM-

ces on Touwmnammasksts of the Midtllée Agess, ibid. 20, 1945, pp. 204-
211, U.P eters, Frauendifiesis:. Uniersieblngdien 2u UIFeth ven
Lictieraigiern und zum Windlioheiisgahalialr der MMinagdithiung,
Berlin 1971, pp. 173 seqq.; P. Czerw it s k i, Die: Selashhr wng
Turvitsedasisibhgegen in dem dewisebien hojisehken Romanesn des
12, undl 13. Jathihindeldsts, Berlin 1975, pp. 201 seqq:

% The oldest recorded tournament of the Round Table took
place on Cyprus in A.D. 1223, when Jean d’lbeliin celebrated
raising his son to the rank of knight and ,,bouhordé, et contrefait
les aventures de Bretaigne et de la Table ronde’—- FPhiilliip p e

de Novar e, Ménniiees, 1218-43, ed. C. K o0 h LLeerf, PPatiis 19953,

p. 7.

% The Ziwastéwv Chwanittde, [in:] Fonitss Rewutm Bddhemica-
rum, vol. 1V, ed. J. E m lLeer, Fitague 13364, . 2282.

% Cf.: similar situations depicted in other works belon-
ging to the Old Czech knightly literature:

Hiscardeiieiala, ed. V. Vazny, Prague 1963, p. I111:

,»C0Z mu tfeba, vSe rozkazav,

vzdvize s, svoj helm zavazav”,

in Tardaridss a Flovitietlda, [in:] Rytifikks srdkee mmpilce.
Cesiai ryfikkii epian 14. stolkty, ed. P et r G, Prague 1984, p. 267:

»1u s€ s nim ihned potkaje,

podvazav3e na sé& helmy,

hnasta na sé€ prudce velmi”,

ibid., p. 303:

»Tandarius s& vypravi

s tovatii, helm svéj vsavi,

podvéza jej...”.
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atmosphere of ,,courtesy”, referred t0 as ,.kurteis",
which means the appearance of one of the erueial
terms of court culture.Other similar terms, like e.g.
~aventure” i.e. ,adventure”, whieh has in ehivalrie
Fromaineess A Very conerete connetation, can alse be
found in the peef®’. The term ,aventure* denetes an
incident which eulminates in a eenfrantatien, a fight,
and beeermes a spesific ehallenge. The satisfacts
result allews an individual here 16 strengthen his af:
tachement to the ethes of a shesen greup. The per-
formanee, whieh takes place in the presenee of fa-
dies, ineludes and displays %hg well-defined elements
of the so e%llea sourily lave*. The .minnenclicher
habedane”>, the knight's ihanks i8 he |adies foF se-
Fviee, the practice Which was meant t8 hanaur all the
representatives of the fair sex, may be ElEHB’f%ﬂ Rere.
DUring the taurAament Jan of Michalayice was slag
in » Waffenkleit®, a Beauﬂful;nafmsm which was saf
i8 have Been embrotdered By s MIstress™.

As it is explicitly stated in the poem, the prota-
gonist represents the noble King of Bohemia®. Hen-
ce the fact that his opponents in the joust are chesen
by the French ruler himself is net surprising. There-
fore a fairly well-known motif coming from the eire-
le of chivalric culture is found here: the ehesen €6n-
testants fight on behalf of their rulers. The impertan-
ce of the victorious duels fought by the Czesh kpight
is therefore deliberately stressed by the auther™.

It should also be pointed out that the behaviour
governed by official rules, i.e. conventional or sym-
bolic conduct, is often accompanied by quite diffe-
rent prosaic actions. In the courtly peem Jetfich
Berinsky (adapted from the German language), ene
can read, among others,

«Jé tob&, Vitku, radim lépe,

vstav helm na hlavu, at' se neklepe!®

Therefore it appears that despite the fact that,

as has already been said, tylng or untying the helmet

See:Sam Marte (A. Sch ullz), Zur Weffenkurdte dissiBleeen
deuttsihkan Mittaifges:s, Quedlinburg - Leipzig 1867, p. 68:

»Den Helm $timiicken, verbinden, Gfbinden heisst: sich zum
kampf risten, streitfertig machen ... Wenn Ritter sich mit aufge-
bundenem Helm begegneten, so galt es Kampf} der abgenomme-
ne Helm ist Friedenszeichen”.

T E K 6 h Lern, Meal umd IWirklichkeitr iin dier hdyikietiaen
Epilk. Svaditer zur Foum dey ffithkon Aritiss — updl Genadbighvung,
Tiibingen 1970 (second edition).

% Cf.: J. B u mk e, Hifitohke Kulttrr, vol. 11, pp. 503 seqq.,
ibid, bibliography.

®Jan z Michalowiigm. 118.

# Tbid., pp. 105 seq.

% Tbid., pp. 103 seq.

# It must be added that plans to avoid bloodshed and set-
tle the outcomes of battles by means of duels fought between the
rulers had frequently been made. Such attempts, however, usual-
ly failed, cf.: W. G o Lz, Uberr Flirsteraeikauiienpfe im
Spétmitetditérer, ,, Archiv fiir Kulturgeschichte™, 49,1967, pp. 135-
163; W. 1 w a fic zak, Troparm ..., pp. 78 seqq.

3 Rytitské srdce, p. 207.
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was a commonly understood signai® deneting reagdi-
ness for the fight or its end, a piece of adviee to fix
the helmet so as to prevent it from disturbing in bat-
tle can also be found in poetry.

The account of Jan of Michaloviee's expedi-
tion is also a valuable relic providing information
about the knight's dress and armour. The author ee-
lebrates the knight's preparation for jousting and pre=
cisely describes particular parts of his attire™ and ar-
mour®®. He starts with the leg harness, the poleyns,
the ,,spaldenier”, i.e. a robe made of silk and worn
under a knight’s armour, and finishes with the chain-
mall, i.e. the ,halsberc”, the main part of armour, made
of small metal rings and covering the knight's body
down te his knees. The impressive, richly embroide-
red, presumably by a beautiful woman, outer robe
gevering the ,halsbere”, called ,Waffenkleit”, has
already been mentioned. The preparation of such a
beautiful garment for her «friend» by a woman was a
widespread practice in the world of chivalry and co-
urtly remance. Sueh a habit is also known from Wol-
fram ven Eschenbach ,Willehalm™’. Finally, the
herse itself was dressed in an impressive covering
(the heusing), eensisting of two parts. The helmet
had & erewn with twe vulture’s feathers fixed to it. It
was decerated with mantling, a yellew eleth deno-
Hﬂg ~Minge**, .e. seeret love, symbelizing the kni-
ghes serviee 1o a ehesen lady

The author of the present paper is especially
interested in the issues connected with the coat of

# The importance of tying and untying, as well as elosing
and opening in popular culture stressed in: J. 6. Erazer, Zota
Galhiz, Warsaw 1962 (First English edition 1390); A. v an
G ennep, Les rites de passegge, Paris 1909, L. St e m m a
Steree rodzi; sig 13 gradiidag, Warsaw 1981, pp. 24 seqq.

% On the history of dress in the Middie Ages, for further
literature, see: ET h i e I, Gestlichige des Kosttims. Die eu-
ropiilichke Motk vom dem Arifinggen bis zur Gegenvaer?, (fifth edi-
tion), Berlin 1980; on dress in courtly poetry: E. B erte bt
Gewanddsbiidkiangagen in der erzifiéodden hojisutiean [Diding
des 12. undl 13. Jalinhundeftsts, Diss. Miinster 1936; Czech lands
presented in: €. Z i b r t, Déjimy kroje v zemitth Eesigath od dob
nejsiaréiibh at po véllky husittkéé, vol. 1, parts 1-3, Prague 1891-
1892;Z.Drobnd, J.Durdik, E.Wagner, Kroje, zbroj
a zbranis dolby piiedibniisiete a husitakéé, Prague 1956.

% The history of arms and armour in: €. B lLaaiirr, E@tepge-

an Avmur circa 1066 to cirear 1700, London 1958; C. G aier,
Les armass, Turnhout 1979; R. E. O ak e s h o 11, Fgurypean
Weapanss and Armaury, London 1980; on the names of parts of arms
and armour see: E. D o u b e k, Studizm zu den Waffermarmeer: in der
hofisciesn Epil, ,,Zeitschrift fur deutsche Philologie”, 59, 1935, pp.
313-353;P.Czerwinski, Die Schlbuthy, pp. 58 seq.

¥ Ed. in: Wolfram vom Esciteniachf, ed. K. Lachmann
(Sixth edition), Berlin-Leipzig 1926 (reprint Berlin 1965), pp. 423-
640; cf.: J. B um k e, Wollramss Willetatim:. Stadiéev: zur fpen-
stvaldteur undl zom Heidl gikitshdmgfiff der ausgeheedealen Bilitezeit,
Heidelberg 1959,

% Among the recent works cf.:: R. Schne il ffohe wrdinicetie
Minre, , Zeitschrift fur deutsche Philologie”, 98, 1979, pp. 19-52.

arms. The discussed work may also be considered
one of the heraldic poems. The hero boasts of his
badge displayed in the escutcheon and representing a
white lion with an opened mouth. The lion is made
of ermline and it is placed on a field of red made of
martens®, At first the coat of arms was depicted only
on the shield. Later it was also placed on other parts
of the knight's equipment. In the present poem the
badge appears on the shield, the pennon held by the
knight and en the housing. Fragments of attire, the
knight's equipment, may sucessfully be reconstruc-
ted en the basis of herse seals. In Bohemia, among
gthers, Bremisl Otiokar 11’s and Johannes of Luxem-
Beurg’s as well as ethier Czech lords’ seals have been
Bfe§e;%a-. jan ef Miehaleviee's eguestrian seal of
12984 has been preserved in the National Arehives
iR Prague. The details depicted ie a considerable
extent eanfirm the truthfulness of Heinrieh ven Fre-
iberg’s deseription:

The circumstances connected with granting a
given coat of arms may be found in heraldic aeco-
unts. In Czech tradition a knight's achievements in
battle or tournaments are frequently referred to. A bit
later the so called Dalimil chronicle describes such
clreumstances. One of the stories deals with the elec-
tlon of the Roman King, accompanied by different
eeremonies and amusements. Three Czech lords were
given eoats of arms then, two of them honoured in
return for their bravery in a joust™. All the three kni-
ghts are histerieal eharacters, mentioned by names.
Whereas the event deseribed may have been the elec-
tien of Alphens ef Castile, held en Lst April 1257.

Jan of Michalovice was not the first knight to
be commemorated in German literature. According
to ,,Biterolf und Dietleib™?, a German work dated at
the first part of the 13th cemtury, the kmights firgm tie
territories on the Rhine, the Saxons and the knights
from Thuringia are characterized by great skill in bat-
tle, whereas the Czechs can be identified by the fact
that they do not use lances but swords. In the above

B Cf.: Kol 41, A. S e d h&iseek, Crskomovaverhc hewrbat-
ka, vol. I, Prague 1902, pp. 140, 173, 316; on the change of the
lords of Michalovice’s coat of arms about the year 1340 see:
ibid., vol. II, p. 15.

“D. M enclowi, Geské mady, vwall.li,p. 138,

! Najstarss el rymovemad kromikkn tak FeSemsdle Dali-
milm, ed. B.Havrdamek, J. D ah h e ik, Brague 19957, m. 1445;
cf: ). Jire&ek, Sty stavgori rodlivv Sesighth @ movavekkyeh dle
kronikdy Daikimiidoyy, ,,Pamétky archeologické a mistopisné”, 10,
1876, pp. 633-642; A. G o r dl ziiegj jeavs & k |, Hasadrbyena
ormammentykeka litererba Sresfidoneionspe) kromkki ezeslity/ few.
Datiinivée, ,Pamigtiik Stowiafski”, XXXI, 1981, pp. 63-82.

2 BitgraMf und Diatbenh. ed. ©. J 4 n i e k g, [in:] Doausshes
Helsamwhui/., vel. I, Berlin 1866, lines 8966 seqq. and $443-8458
(reprint Berlin-Ziirich 1963); ses: V. N e v 0 t B §;, Cesle aijiny,
vol, 1, part 3, Prague 1928, p. 991; M. €ursehm an n, Biteioll
und Duiettlabb: A Play upom Hersite Themss, [ini] Germaiéc Siu-
dies in Homar of Otie Spriiuger, ed. 8. J. K a p hoowiitts Lioswlasm
1978, pp. 83 seqq.
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mentioned poem dating back to the end of the first
part of the I3th century written by the knight from
Styria Ulrich von Lichtenstein™ with the title ,,Frau-
endienst” the duels fought by a wandering here dis-
guised as Venus or King Arthur with Czeeh ki ﬂght§
in South-Czech Krumlev and Wiener Neustadi™ are
referred 6.

The question about Heinrich von Freiberg's po-=
ssible prototypes can now be answered. This type of
poetry is characterized by some recurring metifs,
tricks and situations. In German literature a few pe-
ems written from a similar perspective can be fo-
und.Ulrich von Lichtenstein’s ,,Frauendienst and, to
a greater extent Konrad von Witirzbuirg’s ,,Das TUf-
nier von Nantes™ may be quoted here. In the third
quarter of the 13th century Kenrad ven Wiirzburg,
a professional poet coming from townspeeple, de-
scribed the tournament 6fNantes in which the Frengh
and the English kings teek part. The competitisn
which took place in Nantes, hewever, was very dif:
ferent to the enceunter fought by Jan of Mishalevi-
ce, as it invelved a large number of cantestants. The
authers’ heraldie interesis are the eharacieristic sha-
red by all the three peems. The aeeeunt of jan of
Mighaleviee’s @@apedm@ﬂ s alse similar te the expe:
ditien, mentiened in the 15th sentury Ehrenicle of
Thuringia, ef%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ the knight from Styria Walt-
man ven Sefilstet iA 1226. Waltman ven Setlsiet Is
said 18 have been accompanied oAlY by 2 fady. 2 468
and a sparrow-Rawk. He wauld eﬁallsﬂgé three ki
ghts every day and each defealed knight was §Hgg
sed 18 give RIS Fing I8 the lady* In mig Pesm i
the ease oF Jan 8F Michalgvice's expedition, M SBFB
1agonist 36K §mﬁls -Randediy, wm!s HIHch VBP ki
tenstetn is shally accompanied g 3 frain of AHeR-
dants when he sefs 8ff 8A AIS VERIHIEIBME JoUFASYS:

8 Among the recent works see: O. H & f ILeery, (Whtighs vien
Lichitarsseinn Menus — und Aviust#it::, [in:] Svaaieen zur- ddeutschen
Philidbgine des Mivwlatieess. Friadtichh Panzedr zum 80. (Gebir-
stag, Heidelberg 1950, pp. 131-152; AL H. Touber, Der
litevanisshhe Chanaideevoron Ulricth vom Lichiesaiaes:s ~ Freauen-
dierst!”;, ,Neophilologus™, 51, 1967, pp. 253-262; B. T h u m,
Ulricitss vom Lichitenstaion/FiRuentientiens: . Heffkehbes Etinss und
sozialée Realiftdy, Phil. Diss. Heidelberg 1968; U. P etterss, Fuai-
endignssz.-,; H. D o p s ¢ h, Der Didhiiesr Ulricth vor Lidbinensiein
und die Herkuntif seinerr Familie (Fesisdifif: F. Hausmanny), Graz
1977, pp. 93 s€qq.

HCf.: V.Nowwthiyy, op. cit,, p.992; J. Macek,
Das Turmign;, pp. 371 seq.

“ Ed. in: Komadd vom Wirzdurgg, Kleinaree Dixibbiungen,
ed. E.Schroder, vol II, ed. 4, Dublin-Ziirich 1968, pp. 42-
75; see: G. E hriismammn, Gesetiichige ..., pp. 35 seq., 53 seq.;
H. Brunner, Das Turnigr vom Naniess. Konnaed vom IWiitdwrg,
Ricttard? vom Covmvedl! unditite deutschben Frstem, [in:] De meeti-
cis medlii aevii quarstidpess, ,,GOppinger Arbeiten zur Germani-
stik™, 335, GOppingen 1981, pp. 105 seqq.

% Johann Rotttee, Thiwingissote Chranikk, ed. R. von
Lilliencron, Jena 1859, pp. 356 seq.; U. Peters,
Frausndifnstsz,..., p. 218.

52

In the course of research carried out in €onnes-
tion with these works two attltudes have elearly been
distinguished. While trying to explore the literary een-
tents of the poems on the one hand, ene wanis ie find
some connections with contemperary histerieal reali-
ty on the other. The souree verification of the events
presented is eonsidered te be a sueeess. In the case gf
Jan of Michaleviee’s aceaunt one has to 48 with & si-
milar situatien. The researchers can Be divided 8
twe greups, characierized by the abeve mentiened ai-
titudes. A desire to trace a souree mention eonfirming
the faet ef Qf%ﬁﬁlélﬂg sUeR a teurnament in Paris has
existed for a long time. Aleis Berat's studies of the
Freneh material appsaf@a t8 be a failure: N8 sueh fo-
drAament was held in Baris o the tur gfthe 13th el
tury. A teurnament tosk plase i EGmpieane fH 1294+,
A suppesition that the expedition deseriBed B g Hein:
Fieh ven Freiberg, as well as the 1ourpament Hself, cgp:
stituted 2 kind oF costUme OF camakage meant 8[8 Bige
the truie reasen SFthe Mission has alss SSH fage: B8:
Breslava Menelva suggested, for szsamg & fhat aﬂ
of Michaleviee had BegR sent oA an 1M HB
cal missien 18 Parls, whsfgghs had acte 8H % 8%
10 years ld Weneestas 1. Egnsequenily.
ditign was s navs Ealseﬂ lass I {281 Tﬁﬁa-ﬁsm {8
89{8 {HS Ve éBF%EE% BWSVSF 13RI 3 &6 F SF
sial B ‘iB sgs we 1gke Inig 88H1 s H%ﬂ

that Jan oF Mg 38‘v’f88§ﬂ§ R HIstHEN
@%{ %Pl 8?&
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7 Heinrich vom Freibbegg, ed. A. B e r n t, pp. 189 seq;
A. K r a u s, Dasgressseliwienier vom Paviss, ,,Germanoslavica™, 2,
1932-1933, p. 545.

“D. Memclloonéds, Cesué hradjy, vol. 1, p. 286,

9 Cf.: ref. 9.

SNejstewSi Cesiai rymovemad kranikag, p. 155

»Tehdy pan Jan z Michalovic kole po Rynu, a? do PafiZe

jide,

tu ctné a pravé klav, taz césta se &sti do Cech i pfijide”,

5! Fontsss Revurm Bottswicarumi, vol. 11, ed. J. Jire ek,
Prague 1878. p. 293:,,Dieselben czeyt her Jan von Michelspergk
czog nach ritterschaft pis gen Parys, und kom denselben wegk
her wider mit eren und an schaden”.
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Firstly, however, this par excellence literary work
could hardly be considered to be the souree of aeeu=
rate information, secondly the author of the so ealled
Dalimil Chronicle (the Czech and the German ver-
sions) may have made this record after he had read
Heinrich von Ereiberg’s piece of writing,

The story of Jan of Michalovice's expedition is
a typical product of courtly culture belonging to the
Minnesang tradition. It not only explores the werld
of universal values and the ethics of the ehosen kni-
ghts’ community but also provides interesting infor-
mation about the organization, attire, armour and the
rules according to which knightly tournaments were
held. It is not an accurate reflection of knightly reali-
ty and the actual conditions of knights and noblermen's
life. This could scarcely be possible. The peem is,
however, a genuine picture of their self-conseiou-
sness. The author's fascination with knightly teurna-
ments, which are known to have had the magie pe-
wer to attract attention, must alse be stressed. It was
only at the beginning of the 13th eentury that Jehn
Hus sincerely regreted that the painters preferred te
present knightly encounters rather than depiet Christ's
Crucifixion™,

Translated! by Zuzamne: Polklewska-Parra

2 Magssitri lottemnisis Hass Operea Ommiag, vol. 1, ed. A.
M o Lméar, Fregyie 19975, p. 1 5%6.
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