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MAREK PLEWCZYNSKI

KNIGHT TOURNEYS AT THE JAGIELLONIAN COURT AS A EIGHT SCHOOL
FOR THE POLISH ENLISTED COMMANDERS OF THE 16TH CENTURY

,,court tournaments and courses once used to be
dangerous knightly exercises of consequence, nowa-
days, however, they are only spectacles held for fun”.
This inscription was placed over the frieze of 1534-
1535 representing knight tournaments found in a hall
of Wawel Castle. Did court tournaments really stop
being a military exercise and become only a pastime
and entertainment during the reign of the last Jagiel-
lons? A few questions will have to be asked here. Did
the above inscription reflect public opinion or was it
just King Sigismund the Old’s conviction or even wish
(the King is known te have been characterized by a
peaceful attitude and he was the initiator of the appe-
aranee of these friezes)? What did the military circles,
espeeially the eemmanders of the enlisted forces, think
abeut teurnaments? The fellewing paper will be de-
veted to the presentation of ihe eppesite point of view,
eentradietery te the ene expressed in the inscription:
Therefere the aim ef the present artiele is te prove
that the knightly teurneys ef the 16th eentury did net

gt l§§e thelr instruetive, as we would eall it teday,
REHBA:

It is known that the twenties of the 16th century
proved to be the climax of tilt armour’s development.
At that time tilt armour flourished at Maximilian I's
court. Different variations, the ones for individual and
group horse tournaments included, were then introdu-
ced. Special armour types used for fighting with lan-
ces across the fence, half-armour for fighting with blun-
ted lances and armour immitating archaic forms were
designed. During the reign of the last rulers of the Ja-
glellon dynasty Pelish royal and court armeur was
strongly influenced by Maximilian fashion. Reyal ar=
meuries were full of field armeur and equipment for
hussar teurnaments. As knight teurneys were éealled
eeurses in Peland, tilt armeur was referred te as af-
meur for the seurse. A kind of armeur used fer figh-
ting with weapens with peints iA ,6lese helmets” was
even distinguished'. The material relies kept iR Mu-

LZ. 2 y gulisid i 1., Byeh widewnej PRolsce rasbeuzizboe-

jpmmida Ewvagyy i Bligidisego Wscthaddy, Warsaw 1975, pp. 155, 193,
A. Swaryaczewms kK i, Platnerree kralkovesyy, Warsaw-Cracow
1987, p. 31.

seums make it easier for us to distinguish between
the types of armour used in battle and the tilt or
gala ones. The museum classification widened the
gap, existing in our historical consciousness, betwe-
en the two groups of arms. Their separate character
may nowadays be much more rigorously stressed
than it used to be perceived in 16th century reality.
The iconographical sources and the descriptions of
battles found in chronicles do not introduce such
precise distinctions. No purely ,tournament” ele-
ments can be seen in the above mentioned frieze
made by Antonius of Wroctaw at Wawel Castle. It
represents group tournaments with lances and mo-
unted lancemen’s competitions. They are dressed
in full armour, knight skirts and helmets decorated
with ostrich feathers. The horses are in full bard. It
must also be remembered that one's financial situa-
tion played an important part in this respect. It was
only the richest knights that could afford two suits
of armour: a suit of battle armour and a suit of tilt
armour. Many ordinary courtiers who took part in
numerous jousts and competitions would be dres-
sed in their combat armour,

While discussing the issue of mounted lance-
men, one should not leave out the presentation of
plate armour, used by these warriors in the 16th
century enlisted army. In this case Polish military
historisophy followed the path marked out by arms
researchers. According to Wiadystaw Dziewanow-
ski, the decline of full armour started already in the
middle of the 16th century, as this kind of armour,
additionally strenghtened to ensure protection aga-
inst the improved fire-arms, appeared to be too he-
avy. Zdzistaw Spieralski wrote that the number of
lancemen in a Polish banner unit had been very small
and they had exerted no influence on the troop’s
character. Jerzy Teodorczyk argued that mounted
lancemen had started to dissapear from banner re-
view lists as early as in c. 1530. Nonetheless, ac-
cording to Henryk Kotarski, it was already in the
times of Sigismund Augustus that the lancemen stop-
ped using full plate armour and wore only cuiras-
ses. Therefore due to the development of fire-arms
armour was no longer treated as a protection aga-
inst death and started to change into a ceremonial
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or decorative accessory, tin attire stressmg the im-
portance of its owner?,

The actual importance of lancemen on the 16th
century battlefield needs be given more considera-
tion. It is known that the arrow shot from a crossbow
could pierce even a heavy plate armoursuit. This fact,
however, did not result in the de sappearance of lan-
cernen in the 16th century. At the beginning of the
16th century the percentage ef infantry warriers af-
fed with hand-guns ameunted te 20-50 per eent of
the tetal number of warriors. But the infantry was far
from being perfect yet. The range ef hand-guns was
limited to 100-150 metres. Only the range of hand-
eéannens with heeks was Bigger, but the AumBer of
these eannens was small. 1t was enly during the wars
in Livenia, in the First Nerdie War of 1560-1576,
that the Ples eame acrass western muskels. The Fan:
ge of this weapen was as big as 3008 metres. Frem a
smaller él§£§ﬁ@§ their Bullets eauld pieree eae kind
of plate armaur’. The experienee gained in the Swe-
dish wars esuld result in the disappearanee f lanee:
Ren from the Polish army onty 4t the end of the 15685
Untill that mement the fire-aims range factor had not
Been serigusly taken info consideration as far as fhe
actual fng8FE§HE% 8f 1ancemen’s way of Hahting was
EBREEHIE

The enemy and the place where battles were
fought appeared to be decisive in respect of the ar-
maments and tactics of the Polish army. It was alrea-
dy in the 15th century that the heavy mounted lance-
men appeared to be useless when faced with the hi-
ghly mobile eastern, Tartar, Moldavian and Turklsh,
enemy. Henee the introduction of the hussars, as a
conseguence of the Rae (Serbian) Reform of 1500,
and the rapid numerical inerease in this type of ca-
valry teek plaee. On the vast steppes of Ukraine fi-
ghting in full plate armeur was very difficult. There-
16fe a lighter type of defensive armeur was freguen-
tly used by laneemen. The suit ef armeur eonsisted
ot a viser, a baek-plate, a breast-plate ef a ehain mail.

The historian of military science Otton Laskow-
ski committed a glaring mistake. While formulating
his thesis about the so called ,,distinct individuality
of Polish military science”, he limited himself to the
south-eastern section of POllSh military theatre®, Ho-
wever, the last war with the Teutonic Knights of 1519-

2 W. D zi ewamoows Kk j, Uzbraipmide w roomaiju diisjo-
wym;, Lvov 1938, p. 56; Z. S p i e r a Lsskkii[[in]] Zarys dxzigjow
waojRKawoéeici palikiep; do rotu 1864, vol. 1, Warsaw 1965, p. 308;
J. Teodoraczyykk fin:] Pelben w epecse OdFedieniaa, Warsaw
1970, p. 180, H. Ko tar s k i, Wojsho paiikdtileysiidie pontlezas
wejiny Inflanekiep; 157819852, part 1, ,, Studia i Materialy do Hi-
storii Wojskowosei”, vol. XVI, part 11, Warsaw 1970, p. 93.

¥ M. P lewazzyyirs ki i, Armita Kovamaa 1366641572.
Zagealinieiaia stvukkvnyy navatdomstioveiyej, Warsaw 1991, pp.
101-102.

*0. L askowskhi i, Odvgtineséé stavapodskicie) sztaldi wio-
jame/, Warsaw 1935, p. 21.
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1521, the fights with the Swedes in Livonia in 1561-
1568, the military conflicts with Moscow, the Order
of the Brothers of the Sword, the Habsburgs, and fi-
nally rebelious Gdarisk must not be emitted. The part
played by mounted lancemen in heavy armeur in the
battles with these enemies, frequently fought en urban
areas, might have been quite different. The feunda-
mental seurce material regarding the histery ef Pe-
lish cavalry arfs and armeur, Ramely the review re-
gisters kept in the Central Arehives of Old Ressrds
in Warsaw, sheuld new be referred te. Pes qpﬁe the
Rae Referm the treeps of laneemen remained part of
the Pelish savalaé Favieris armatuare® may there-
fere Be seen in the batile of Orsza, fought with the
army of Meseaw jn 1514, and the Prussian war of
1619-1521. Espeeially the fights With the Teutonie
Knights, the representatives of West-Eurapean mili-
fary art, féauﬁ%@ the partieipation of laneemen in
Reavy armeur. Nenetheless, the percentage of this
kind of eavalry did net decrease even afief the ngk-
thern menace had been eliminated: Ths is a[s8 true
in the case of the review registers of the meBile de:
fence of the barderiand traaps; i.&: I {Hs fegien of
souih-gaster Borderland. The average %f SH{?FE

amenied {8 more than & 4828 per celt and i Fapl-
ly 1Rcreased in seme geﬂeﬁ? 10 1538 qur H%
Ehecim &x EIIHB f&f Xample; it was as high &5 26
ef cent 2 1% hest per sma & o F@EF Wﬁé
Bﬁswsﬁ 15 égaaf nb: Enatﬂ sf
&f 8F | ssm a5 Bl 8Haﬂ SFF

& F AlIss %E

¢ %%gsaﬂ& ALy
;sm FSS E ?é? i mg% e
8 Ry UK S o e gi
8§88w Sl e 1 S BeL 64
8 H} e g, nner, renp
m%‘avrvn L e i
cent OF JIRTein 2B0roWskiss fiorsemen

On the basis of the above examples it might
appear that the number of mounted lancemen in hea-
vy armour was not falling but growing in the course
of years. However, it was not so, as among the 16th
century lancemen two categories of lancemen may
be distinguished: the heavy-armed lancemen in full
armour, their horses were in full bard tee, and the
fedium-arimed ones in cuirass (breastplates and back-
plates). In the mebile defence of the berderland tre-
ops the pereentage of lancemen in full armeur is fal-
ling in the eeurse of years, while the number of her-
semen in euirass, the se ealled ,eoats of plates”, i
% @Wlﬂ% The latter, as GF pesed te the hussars ef the

5608, did net earry shields and replaced sabres with
swerds. Theif i§H€8§ and saddles were diffsrent a6

§$ Archiwum Gléwne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie (The
Central Archives of Old Records in Warsaw), Akta Skarbowo-
Wojskowe (Fiscal-Military Records), part 85, No. 15-49; W.
S e mkoowwi t @ 7, Popiss wojsdar pelikisggo z lar 156115844 i
wyalinaitmee na nim pigineg kovisiiez, Cracow 1928-1929, pp. 6-12.
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Those differences, however, had soon become blur-
red and consequently the lancemen and the hussars
merged.

Therefore the following question must be asked:
Where does theactualityofhorsemen,transferred rea-
dy-made from tournament squares, the heirs of the
military science of the Latin Middle Ages, which had
lasted till the sixties of the 16th century, come from?
The military tasks of Old Polish military sciencere-
quired that the head and the back (the main) detach-
ments were bigger than the reinforcement ones and
that the first lines consisted of mounted warriors in
heavy armour. Jan Tarnowski, one of the most out-
standing Polish hetmans, realized the significance of
this array. He was afraid that the exaggerated elimi-
nation of heavy-armed cavalry from the Polish army
would result in the annihilation of its striking and
breaking force. Hence in ,,Pouczeniach podskarbie-
mu koronnemu” (,,Instructions for the Crown Trea-
surer”), written in 1528, he advised the commanders
of banners to retain heavy-armed warriors (,,gravis
armaturae”) and their large strong horses in their ban-
ners. They were to constitue 20 per cent of the total
number of warriors®.

In order to understand the role of lancemen on
the battlefield, the tactics and battle array of the Po-
lish banner units of the first half of the 16th century,
i. e. mixed banners, should briefly be discussed. Al-
ready the old army unit called «lance» consisted of a
knight armed with a lance and two bowmen equip-
ped with bows or cross-bows. In the companion sy-
stem of forming enlisted banners («system towarzy-
ski» — a companion, «towarzysz», commanded a
small cavalry troop, «poczet»), as it is clearly seen in
review registers, the companion fought in heavy ar-
mour with a lance and his horsemen, on the other
hand, in bowmen's or hussars’ lighter armour, The
kind of horse did not always correspond to the horse-
man's armour, Similarily, the banner as a whole was
mixed in character, too. It consisted of warriors re-
presenting all kinds of cavalry. It was only the pro-
portion of hussars to bow-men and lancemen that
determined the character of banners, The companions
formed the first line of the banner's developed battle
array, their horsemen the next ones. There was a ten-
dency to increase the number of small troops in order
to extend and shallow the banner's array. In this way
a bigger number of lances was instantly used in bat-
tle. The banners were arranged in a couple of eche-
lons forming a chesshoard. The first echelon would
be the first one to attack the enemy. The mounted
lancemen and hussars broke the enemy's lines. The
enemy was thus weakened and then defeated by con-
stantly repeated attacks with side-arms. When the first
attack appeared to be unsuccessful, the horsemen
dodged and trotted back fast, through the gaps be-

¢ Polkidite ustamy i artydalyy wojskawee od XV, do XWIII wr.,
ed. S. Kutrzeb a, Cracow 1937, p. 38.

tween the banners of the second echelon, while the
latter attacked the enemy with great force’. The force
of the hussars’ very attack was a bit smaller than that
of the lancemen, but the speed and violence of the at-
tack were bigger. It was also easier to manoeuvre them.
The fact that all banners were mixed in character allo-
wed them to perform various tactical tasks. The pre-
sence of mounted hussars-bowmen with bows in a
banner made it possible for this banner to shoot ar-
rows at the enemy both before and during the charge.

Let us take into consideration a schematic com-
position of a 100-horse enlisted banner consisting of:
20 small troops. It might have consisted of 20 lance-
men, 40 hussars, 25 bowmen and 15 mounted war-
riors armed only with side-arms. Hence the first line
was composed of the lancemen, the companions in
the middle and some of the hussars at the sides, the
hussars placed in the gaps between the horsemen of
the first line constituted the second line, the third line
was formed by the bowmen, the fourth one - by the
warriors in light armour. Therefore the main burden
of breaking the enemy’s battle array with lances re-
sted on the lancemen and hussars of the first line. In
direct fighting the companion in full plate armour hit
the enemy’s breast with a lance, held under his arm,
which resulted in breaking the enemy’s breastplate.
The horseman’s task was only to level the lance and
hold it in a horizontal position. The main part was
played by the spurred, capering, running horse. The
hussar, positioned at the flanks or sides of the line,
slightly to the rear, was dressed in lighter armour and
armed with a longer lance. He would hold it more
slantly, ,,half the horse’s ear"”, loosly or supported
against a notch in his shield. The only way to use a
hussar’s lance was to push it forward without letting
it out from under the arm. In the counter-attack the
lance broke but pierced the enemy's armour right th-
rough. Then the lanceman reached for a sword and
the hussar took a sabre. When they failed to break
the enemy's array and too many companions of the
first line fell off their horses, the rest stopped their
horses and retreated from the battlefield. Apart from
the group attack, the first part of the encounter was a
series of individual duels between first line compa-
nions and enemy warriors. Just like in tournaments,
the striking force, the accuracy of hitting, the riding
skill and, finally, the ability to wield weapons appea-
red to be decisive. Whereas the retreat after an unsuc-
cessful attack resambles the circular turns made by
the contestants on the arena, from which movements
the word «tournament» (going round) derives. The-
refore it appears that many of the much later elements
of the cavalry’s tactics might have had their origins
in the knightly duels of the Middle Ages. The identi-
ty between numerous battle and tournament forms of
fighting was so big that the importance of kanoemean’s

7T e odlwrrczzkk, op. cit,, p. 181.

37



MAREK PLEWCZYNSKI

and hussars’ courses had been maintained till the end
of the 16th century.

The above discussed way of fighting required
that the enlisted companions possessed great milita-
ry skill. In order to train warriors in these skills and
simultaneously meuld the esential features of their
character, both the individual and greup forms ef
military tralning were needed. In the 16th century the
problem was solved when the sens of neblemen joi-
fied the heusehelds of their fathers’ suzerains and
were brought up at the reyal eeurt or feudal lerds’
eourts. Altheugh they were trained in wielding wea-
pens and riding a herse at heme, it was the eQuFts
that played the rele ef ,,knight academies”. At some
6gurts speeial preeeptors, whe had the knewledge of
the art o war, taught the yeuth multifarisus knightly
funetions: I1n the military upbringing a fundamentdl
rele was played By the éemmanders of privaie bah-
ners: Either the majer-deme; Reading the cgurt; oF
the eourt hetman was in eharge ofthe peneral cotrse
ef military tgalgfmgmg of the yaung neBlemen sent {8
eeurt: THe King's eBurigrs Whe served in the cour
army were eifeeﬂy empetyed in miliary expeditions:
The warrgrs 8f private €8urt tFaaps Were fecrulted
from amend the yeamen, the middle HBBII cliente:
fe and the fordservanis. Thelr !é BHR% %
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some elements of games, competition and pageantry
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meant to improve fighting competence were fairly
widespread at that time.

The fencing exercises in wielding side-arms and
shaft-arms took place in the yard or in suitable halls.
Inthe course of many years® exercises the knight acgu-
ired remarkable skill and experience in wielding side-
arms, sometimes bordering en Andrzej Medliszew-
ski’s perfection. Camerarius Andrzej Medliszewski,
a fuﬂcti@ﬂafy at Isabella Jagiellen, Queen 6f Hunga-
ry’s court, was ,,a great man and an exeellent swerd-
sman, with sueh an aeeurate hand that he was able t8
eut a eoin off a boy*d head witheut even teuehing the
latter’s hair*. This was alse the ease with shaft-wea-
E@ng s1he preefs ef exeellence in breaking in the

erse and W|el@1mg shafi-weapens were giveR In &.g:
HltAg at the HH% While galleping 6n 2 harse, He
kmght aimed his Ianee against a Flﬁ% hung 8n & pale:
The training ef herses resambling the typieal far ta-
HFRaments eireular tUrAs was a popular form of en-
tertainment. 1 was the o called ,Aussar expedition’
oF 6163 1 earth™. The #rained hiarses had tg gallop
for 30 metres ahd then tHFA Baek in cireles, 30 Metres
in diameter, marked out at Bath ends of the traek, s
43 het 18 qﬁm 4 hoof suiside the eirele. The exercises
grganized for the neble yauih §anm% af COHFt Fegu:
red that the hersemen Fematned saddle: faa acguled
the §iélll§ gF wieldin {HE iéHE@ anq f Hk% % 8F§8
TH% 4ls8 SHEB? &4 the gBH{ {8 4l E Wi
f &3 fH e {HS FESENCE 8 & kIhg QH {

ord § Eeratn g ? Hl%ﬂi%l Hsé ¥%§ Bat
8H8 for the KAl

{s foFthe 8 é{tﬁ aassmsn and the's sg”
Hmsm %8% %sé%fu P Hsa H 398%4 ﬁ
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Let us quote a few examples of the tourneys
organized at the court of the last Jagiellon in which
enlisted commanders took part. The courses held in
the vicinity of Gdansk in 1552 are among the most
famous ones. Two lines of warriors, 30 young noble-
men each, fought in the eneounter. This AUmMber se-
erns to correspond to the first line 6fa 150-herse ban-
ner eompesed of laneemen and hussars. Sigismund
Augustus was ene of the knights then. He was fased

1es ma mentlo
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with Marcin Herburt Dziedzitowski of Eelsztyn, his
own courtier and the commander of the opposite line,
Dziedzitowski was a Podolian lord, bearing his own
coat of arms. He was the ,,wojski" of Kamieniec (an
official responsible for preserving peace and order in
a district after the noblemen had departed for war)
and the future Starost of Bar. Three years later he
will enlist as a companion into the mobile defence of
the borderland troops. In the years 1557-1558 he will
be in command of a banner consisiting of 1.50-200
hersemen fighting heavy battles during the conflict
between the town of Miedzyb6z and the Crimean
Tartars, the Negay Tartars and the Tartars of Biato-
gréd, led by Khan Dewlet Girej’s son, and engaged
in the battle of Bar with Turkish-Tartar unlts. In 1569
he will still be the eemmander of a banner in Pdolia.
Acegrding to Stanistaw Orzechowski’s description
of the Gdafisk teurnament, the King ,chased Hrburt
all aver the plain and pluekily disledaed him inte the
open field net witheut knightly praise’. Whereas
»after dinner a feneing seheel was taken out in frent
gfthe té_mggg heuse,where enlisted warriers @gj%i@l@lb
nley”), infantry seldiers of the King's Guares (,,dra-
Banci®) and eaurt efficials in charge of the King's
wine cgllar é;;%ruiseaa‘? shewed thelir skills fighting
the Eermans. IR 1553 at SigismuRd Augusius and ia:
therine Habsburg’s wedding teurnaments were held
in the presenee G the King &t the reyal eastle and in
Maln Market Blace in Eracow. Stanistaw Orzeehow-
glzl Wwrste, »\What they watched there was net a sem-
Iaﬂs? gF battle, Byt e Battle #self: The contesiants
i g_ul ed doWn VISBIS and aFmaur foF the eaurse sped
a0aInst SEE %{Hgswms danger and 18 inflict WoHRds. .
[t they had filied #n pairs and then, gathered in
I8 gﬁ;,.&% aslk%q with shields and swards in thejr
angs..- Py 86; EIManS and Prussians esk part I
¢ Hopt ﬁna fhe HISE prisg went {B Brine A F@EHE
SRENZQMIELR-3 EUSITY: AMBRG the Qgtl‘él ank 8
[Rament HE MBanI3Hs 4Ad Ba SFSSFE:
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the future commander of the artillery in the years

1557-1563 Stanistaw Lipnicki, bearing ,,Hotobok" in
his coat of arms; the future commander of a cavalry
banner in the years 1572-1573 Mikotaj Ligeza, bea-
ring ,,P6tkozic™ in his coat of arms; Maciej Whodek’s
son, Stanistaw, who had commanded great banners
in his young years” etc.. There was also the future
crown field guard, the starost of Chmielnik and Ka-
faieniee Mikotaj Petoeki, bearing ,,Pilawa” in his coat
of arms, who after he had tilted with the future com-
fander of a eavalry banner in the years 1564-1580
and the starest of Sacz Stanistaw Mezyk, bearing
»Wieniawa® in his eoat of arms, teok part in the gro-
Up enesunters armed with a swerd and a shield. The
herse teurnament was held at the eastle and ,the co-
Hrses in 6Rain-Mail armeu¥, iR Which contest everye-
ne whe Behaved aeeerding te the articles nailed en
the eastle’s deer eeuld participate and chase the oppo-
Rent whe was present in the square se that the second
had te fight twe er three eentestants ene after ane-
ther befere he reached the ether side of the square*,
were grganized in Main Market Plaee. The Lithua-
Rian Panner commander Jan Hlebewiez and Miketaj
Walskt are knewn te have killed the herses they rede
iR the teurnament held {e celebrate the Rext royal
wedding iR 1562°. It was the wedding of Kathering
Jagiellen, Queen of Sweden.

It must be mentioned that, according to my esti-
mation, every third warrior promoted commander of
a banner, only within the mobile defence of the bor-
derland troops, had served at the King’s or a feudal
lord’s court. The above mentioned banner comman-
ders Marcin Herburt and Mikotaj Maciejowski were
the most experienced ones. Stanistaw Broniewski, Jan
Kamieniecki, Jan Podwysocki and a few others had
good practice, too. The ones who after the service at
€ourt became companions of the enlisted armies were
still mere numerous. Therefore it is not surprising
that in 1564 Sigismund Augustus accepted Mikota]
RadziwilP's suggestion and prometed courtiers to the
fank ef eemmanders in erder to make them comman-
ders of the banners enlisted for the war with Mosecaw.
Aeesrdingly, it appears that it was net enly the King's
or feudal lords* faveuritism that determined military
premetien. Fighting skills acguired threugh the een-
stant eeurt exereises alse played an imperant part i
this respeet.

In 1563 Vice-Chancellor Piotr Myszkowski sho-
uted at the Seym in Warsaw, ,,our youth are spiri-
tless..., practising skills and readiness for knightly

%t.Gérnicki, Dziejie w Kovanide Polisisj /15881572,
ed. K.J. Turowski, Sanok 1855, pp. 37-38, 45-46; 8. Orze-
¢ h o w s ki, Pamaggricoss Nupticor Sigistnunddli Aognesti Rugyis,
Cracow 1553, [in:] J. N i @ mcceanmi ¢ ¢ 7, Zbiisr Pramiggtnikéw
histtorgezaysich o dawmeg/ Potkeee, vol. 8, pp. 249-251; M. P heewy-
¢ zyhski, Matevialyy do zagathiaiaia liczettrogbi! | onggatitaci
woisie polékiéago w latacth 150645733, ,Studia i Materialy de
Historii Wojskowosci”, vol. XXXIIi, Wrrockaw-Warsaw-Cracow,
1990, pp. 323-348.
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exercises have died out™®, Whereas every fourth no-
bleman is known to have been engaged In the war
craft and every seventh nobleman served in the me-
bile defence of the borderlandtroops. Therefore the
contemporary complaints regarding the yeuth were
exaggerated and the inseription made in the Wawel
hall had nething te de with the reality efthe military
eireles of the reyal and feudal lerds® esuris. It was
enly in the 17¢h eentury that tilting at peeple was aban:
dened and the knights limited themselves 1o games
and entertainments in which enly the dummies’ he-
ads were 6ut 6ff. The type of Show visible i the wehl:
develeped eeremeny of games acquired considera:
ble impertanee at that time.

The 16th century tourneys are not yet the thea-
tre performed to the delight of the cheering audience.

The court fight school did not differ much from
the battle conditions with which the lancemen and
hussars were faced in reality. The massive scale of
the court games as well as the individual and group
fighting techniques employed made these eouft €6m-
petitions resamble practical military training. Henee
it may be assumed that the court teurneys were the
fight schoel for the Polish enlisted cemmanders of
the 16th century.

Translatred! by Zuzanna Fodlewska-Parra

19 Zvéiithbo pissmaa do driisw uniii Kavawy Polbkicej | W, K,
Littavsisieirgo, ed. A. T.D ziatyfiski, vol. II, Poznafh 1856,
pp- 194-197; M. P lewaczzyWskk i, Liczahwoésc wajsdan pedidie-
g0 za ostancth Jagitdohdys06056725,72), ,,Studia i Materiaty do
Historii Wojskowesci”, vol. XXXI, Wirockaw-Warsaw-Cracow
1989, pp. 52-53.
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