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MARIAN GLOSEK

MEDIEVAL TILT ARMS AND ARMOUR
AND TOURNAMENTS IN POLAND. THE RESEARCH OUTPUT

Our meeting devoted to the discussion of tour-
naments and knightly games in Poland requires at le-
ast a short presentation of Polish tilt arms and armour
and the tournament literature research output.

To begin with it should be pointed out that the
lot of military accessory collections, the relics of Po-
lish tilt arms and armour included, has been a hard
one and only few of them have been preserved up to
our times. The partitions of Poland as well as nume-
rous wars resulted in breaking up and destroying many
private collections. Even the relics of tilt arms and
armour which had been in the collections before the
year 1939 disappeared in the last stage of the war.
The above presented situation must have influenced
the publications devoted to this subject, including the
works discussing the few specimens kept in Polish
66llections. It was not accidental that the authors who
coentributed to the werk Uzbrojenir: w Polses: Stednio-
Wieezigj 1350-1450) (Arms and Avmeulr in Medieval
PoVane 1350-1450))° left out the tilt arms and armour
of this peried, as we do net have this kind ef weapen
at eur dispesal. Mereever, if any of the arms or afino-
HF speeimens presented appeared te be the element of
tilt arms and armeur, its identification could hardly
Be pessible:

While presenting the relics and literature con-
nected with concrete specimens of tilt arms and ar-
mour kept in Polish museums, one should start the
discussion with the suit of tilt armour bought from a
collector for the armoury of Royal Wawel Castle in
Cracow in 1963° (Fig, 1), The author notices that the
armeur's early histery is unknews. It is known that
the armeur had belonged te Professor Wiodzimierz
Jawerski’s eollection and after his death the heirs de-
gided t6 sell it. The armeur was examined and publi-
shed by F. Seibate®. The author examined the armeur

'Z. Jakrzewsskkaa-SShr ¢ ¢ kK k p, Dwir Arttissa w
Gdaniskky, Poznan-Gdansk 1972.

2 Uzbvajgpise w Polksee Sredfiowieizoejze) 135044800, ed.
A N ado lsski, Hdidiz1999D.

37.7 y gullsskk j, Stawar Broi: w polkkkebh zbitreebh, War-
saw 1982, pp. 96-96 (90); J. S zatbHoows ki |, Zbitryy zzamku
krdlkavskicggo na Wavelly, Warsaw 1990, pp. 184, 246, Eig. 119.

‘E.Scibalto, Pérmumgosiaka zivaipa turmisipwaa w
zhireebh wanetdkidis/, ,,Studia do dziejéw Wawelu”, vol. 2, Cra-
cow 1968, p. 361.

in detail and compared it with many specimens kept
in European armouries. As a result we have at our
disposal a thorough analysis of this suit of armour
made from the point of view of an arms researcher.
F. Scibatto came to the conclusion that this suit of
armour, used in tournaments with blunted weapons
(Stechzeug), had been made by the armourer Kon-
rad Poler in Nurnberg in 1492-1500.

The relic is incomplete. However, only few
elements are missing. It consists of a frog-mouthed
helm attached to the cuirass, equipped with a lan-
ce-=rest on its right side. The counterrest is missing.
The inscription IBWDG is visible on the cuirass.
The stomach plates with tassets for the tights are
joiined to the culrass. The letters WNAN are placed
on the right lower plates of the tassets and the let-
ters HVRS on the left ones. A tail is attached to the

Fig. I Cracow. Wawel Castle. The castle armoury. Tilt armour,
15th century (according to E. Rachwala, photo by K. Karpiriska).



MARIAN GLOSEK

Fig. 2. Gdansk. Arthus Hall. Tilt armour suits No. 1 and No. 2
(according to B. Engel, after Z. Euinski, photo by K. Karpinska).

back-plate. The arm-defences are incomplete. The
right one consisits of the pauldron and the vambra-
ce, while only the pauldron has been preserved in
the case of the left one. The armour is also equipped
with small round plates covering the armpits.

In 1979 Zbigniew Fuinski discovered and identi-
fied the remains of 3 out of the 4 late-medieval tilt ar-
mour suits which had been kept at Arthus Hall in Gdansk
till 1945°%. According to many researchers dealing with
the history of Arthus Halll, the suits of armour were [ost
when the front moved in 1945¢ (Fig. 2,3). Z. Fuifiski is
also the author of another very interesting article about
the ,,garniture”. However, this article is not devoted to
the presentation of relics from the territory of Poland.
Therefore it is not included in the present paper’.

5Z.Euinski, Uvagii o wanatdkigp/ zivaii rumidgions),
»Studiado dziejow Wawelu”, vol. 5, 1991, pp. 423-438.

¢ J akrzewskaa-SShi g klo o, op. cit.

7Z. Fuin s ki, Gavniitnr zwai/, ,,Studia do dziejéw
dawnego uzbrojenia i ubioru wojskowego®, parts I1X, X, 1988,
pp. 115-139.
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The suits of armour which disappeared from
Arthus Hall in 1945 had been kept there without a
break since the end of the 15th century. A few mar-
chant brotherhoods had their seats at Arthus Hall.
Copying and frequently maintaining knightly eustoms
and tradition became their ambition, as a Aumber of
marehants came from the nebility. In 1494 St. Geet-
ge’s brotherhoed ehanged its seat and left the eon-
gregatien. This bretherheed was mest strengly esn-
Reeted with knightly traditien. Hewever, ihe abeve
mentiened ehange of the seat rules sut the pessibili-
g that the armeur Belenged ie this asseelatien. Z.

uihski seems e be right when he links these relies
with St. Rayneld’s bretherheed, whieh is kRewn {8
have pessessed 4 armeur suits 1A 1557. They were
hung aver the bretherheed’s Beneh at Arhus Hall.

We have at our disposal numerous mentions
referring to the tourneys which took place in Gdafsk.
One of the famous contests was held in 1457 to cele-
brate Casimir Jagiellon, King of Poland’s stay in
town®, Since then till the second part of the 16th cen-
tury, always in May, tournaments had taken place in
Gdansk every year. They were usually organized in
the square in front of Arthus Hall. Only the youth
coming from the best patrician famllies of Gdafisk
took part in the competitions®. In 1552 a tournament
was held to celebrate Sigismund Augustus® visit to
Gdansk. The King himself as well as his best eour-
tiers participated in this tournament®. As a general
fule, twe pairs of townsmen, dressed in knights® ar-
meur, just like the armeur used by knights, weuld
take part in knightly teurneys, which were part of
gares, amusements and perfermanees. It seems ver
prebable that the 4 armeur suits kept at Arthus Hall
were used in sueh teurnaments. The suits of armeur
were used in meunted or duel tsurnaments and in
Qusts with Blunted 1anees (Gesteeh). Eaeh of them

ad a frog-meuthed helm, a ene-pieee breastplate
slightly flatened on the right side, 8 whieh & fixe
Jance-fest was attached, a stomach defence with pla-
tes and tassets, & firm iren baek-plate, a full arms
defenee with iron gauntlets, reund plates protesting
the armpits, 8 round funnel-shaped plates plaeed 8n
the lanee, as well as the $6 ealled Blind shatfrons and
4 woaden {1t shields, 2lmast square iR shape and ro-
HAded af he cofners: From ihe abeve description,

pased op #: €uln§i&;§ HBliEatieR, Whe in HHi drew

St i S 1 155 AV b

*Dlugosssii Joammiss, Opara Ommiaz, vol. X1V,
ed. A.Przezdziecki, Cracoviael887 pp. 244-246; M.
B ii skkuupp, Trzgnestiefeiteia weinea z Zadavemm KKapyoadkim
1454412866, Warsaw 1967, p. 485.

°M. B o guck a, Zyiie coddiéemee w Gdanskiy, wiek XKi-
XW/, Warsaw 1967, pp. 178-179.

®Ibid., p.179; Z. Euinski, Uwagi o wawelsdeég;..., p. 432.

"'W. H a h weegy, e wier gmtischem OrQuigirlabaieth-
zeugee des Avthushbiefes zw Danzige 1938, No. 3, pp. 53-55.
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Fig. 3. Gdansk. Arthus Hall, Tilt armour suits Ne. 3 and Ne: 4
(according to B. Engel, after Z, Fuiniski, phete by K. karpifiska).

armour suits disappeared, just like many other va-
luable works of art from Arthus Hall in Gdansk'?,
In 1963 one of those armour suits got to the
armoury of Royal Wawel Castle and was published
by F. Scibatto, who, however, did not realize the
fact that this was the one from Arthus Hall. Erag-
ments of two other armour suits coming from Ar-
thus Hall are scattered over Polish museums. The
frog-mouthed helm of armour suit No. 1 (Fig. 4)
and the breastplate of armour suit No. 2 (Fig. 5) are
kept in the Castle Museum of Malbork, as deposits
of The Polish Army Museum of Warsaw*®. Those
are, however, fragments of two different suits of
armour. In 1979, after the Wroclaw Arsenal had
been restored, an exhibition was opened, where also
a breastplate of ,Stechzug” tllt armour was displa-
yed. It was a depesit of The Polish Army Museum
of Warsaw and it was identified as a fragment of tllt
armeur suit Ne. 3 frem Arthus Hall. Therefore, as a
result of Z. Fuikiski's inguiry, the fragments of three
armeur suits from Arthus Hall were identified in
Palish eallections. Apart from the first ene, almest
complete, found at Reyal Wawel Castle’s armeury
iR Eraeew, alss twe ether suits of armeur, seming
from the wareheuses of The Pelish Army Museum

2jakrzewska-S$niezko, op. wit.
BZ Fuifski, Uwagi o wanetdsikjej.., p. 432, Fig.
9-11; Z. Z yg u Isskkij,ogp. ceit,, pp.997(9dD).

of Warsaw, were traced. Moreover, it may be hoped
that the forth one as well as the remaining elements of
the tilt armour and other additional elements which had
been linked with Arthus Hall in Gdansk for ages are
still on the territory of Poland. Thus, relics which may
be asocciated with Polish knightly customs were given
baek their history.

According to me, however, not all of the armour
elements kept in the armoury of Royal Wawel Castle
belonged to armour suit No. 1 from Arthus Hall in
Gdarisk. When the photograph of the latter, which was
published by Z. Fuinski** after W. Hahlweg'® (Eig. 6),
and the photograph of the Wawel armour (Fig. 1) are
compared, some differences in the constructive ele-
ments of the round plates protecting the armpits may
be neticed. In W, Hahlweg’s photography the plate on
the left shoulder has got 8 rivets, while there are 13
Fivets on the right one’®, Twelve rivets can be seen on
the plates of the armour suit kept in the Wawel armo-
ury. Twelve rivets are visible on the plates of armour
sult Ne. 3 fromArthus Hall. They may be counted in
©. Gressman‘s phetographs of this armour sult'? (Fig.
7) eopied by Z. Fuinski in his work. A characteristic
noteh, identieal with that ef the speeimen from the
Wawel armeury, ean be netieed oA the right plate of
this suit of armeur. The Plateg of armeur suit Ne. 1,
depicted in W. Hahlweg's phetegraphy, de net have
this peteh. There are 13 riveis en the plate of armeur
sHit Ne. 4. The peer e8py of W. Hahlweg's phetogra-

Fig. 4. Malbork. The Castle Museum. Frog-mouthed helm
(according to Z. Gamski, phote by K. Karpinska).

“7. BEuinski, Uwagii o wawsidkigg)..., p. 427, Eig. 4.

» HHaath | weegg, op. cit., pp. $3-55.

7. FEuinski, Uvagi o wanetdkigi).. ., p. 433, photogra-
phy I3, p. 435, photography 16.

Y 0.6 rossman, Die Deatsshbe Solhrear Kumite, 2,
Berlin 1937, Bilderatlas, p. 1LL1.
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Fig. 5. Malbork. The Castle Museurn. Tilt-breast (according
to L. Okounskii, photo by K. Karpifiska).

phy found in Z. Fuinski’s work makes it difficult to
count the rivets on the plate of armour suit Ne. 2.
However, the possibility that there are 12 rivets there
cannot be excluded. Therefore the conclusion can be
drawn that the plates protecting the armpit are net part
of armour suit No. 1 from Arthus Hall but ef armeur
suit No. 3. This fact seems to support the suppesition
that all those suits of armour are still on the territory
of Poland. They must, however, be found.

There are two other suits of tilt armour kept in
The Polish Army Museum of Warsaw. None of them,
however, seems to be the missing fourth one from As=
thus Hall, though a close similerity in style between
this specimen and the above discussed suits may be
observed. Z. Zygulski, who published the suits of ar-
mour*®, knew the history of the armeur ceming from
Arthus Hall. When he published the Wawel arfmeur
and the helm presently kept in the Castle Museurm ef
Malberk, he rightly presented their erigins, but did
net connect them with the armeur frem The Pelish
Army Museur ef Warsaw',

The first one is a suit of armour for the Ger-
man joust dated at c¢. 1500 (Fig. 8). It was made in
Nurnberg in the armourer Valentin Sichenbrgers
workshop™. It is incomplete, but only few elements

7. 2y g u lLsskkij,cpp. coit, Wisassaw 19832, an. 13321333
(131, 132).

 Tbid., pp. 96-97 (90, 91).

7. Stefan sk a, Muzeanm Wojtkha Pelikieigo w Witar-
szawige, Albhmm ztidwédw wikkk X1, Warsaw 1960, p. 32,
Z. Zyguliskk i, op. cit,, p. 1E2(131),
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Fig. 6. Gdansk. Arthus Hall. Tilt armour suit Ne. 1 (according to
W. Hahlweg, photo by K. Karpifiska).

are missing. It is a steel, wrought and polished sui-
tofarmour. It consists of a frog-mouthed helm, a
breastplate with a rest and a counterrest, a back-pla-
te, a stomach plate with a cuisse, a pair of pauldrons
and a pair of vambraces. The left vambrace has got
an iron gauntlet, which is missing in the right one.
This suit of armour is very similar to the relics from
Arthus Hall, but apparent differences can alse be 6b-
served. Hence the above sult of armeur does ot eomme
from Arthus Hall. The second suit of armeur, used
for the course with weapens with peints (R@ﬁﬂ@ﬁ%,
also comes from a German Werkshep in Augsburg®.
Unfortunately, mere elements are missing here. it had
a sallet-type helmet (whieh is referred {6 as basnst
by Z. Zygulski), while the rest ef the face was pre-
tected by a speeial eevering jeined te the breastpla-
te. The euirass with the lanee-rest, the stemaeh pla-
tes, twe tagsets eovering the tights, the left vambraee
and the shield with a priek attached {6 the left side of
the armeur have been pressrved.

The above paper has been limited to the presen-
tation of the medieval tournament relics kept in Po-
lish collections and the discussion of works dealing
with these specimens. At the same time this shert sum-=
mary makes us realize how scarce the tilt armeur kept
in Polish museurns really is. It must, hewever, be fe-
fermbered that Peland sustained great 1esses as a re-

7.7y g u lsskkij,ap. ott,, pyp. 13216 ((8R).
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Eig. 7. Gdansk. Arthus Hali. Tiit armour suit Ne. 3 (aecording
to 0. Grossmam, photo by K. KKarpinska).

suit of the partitions and the turmoils of wars. The
fine collections belonging to the Radziwit family in
Nieswiez, the Lubomirski family in Lvov and the
Sanguszko family in Podhorce have been practically
destroyed and annihilated, which is a tremendous loss
to Polish culture.

In the case of literature concerning the tourna-
ments of Medieval Poland the situation is not very
good, either. The source basis is not very rich and it
is limited only to narrative mentions and the acco-
unts of tournaments which took place in Poland at
that time. The accounts do not offer many details
relating to the knights’ attire and arms, not to men-
tion the kind of tournament or the conditions of con-
tests. The written sources relating to tournaments ta-
king place on the territory belonging to our southern
neighbeurs, the Czeehs, are much richer.Hence, even
in Pelish fiterature®, more information can be found
abeut the eentests held in Behermia than the ones
8rganized en eur territory.

ZW.1waficzak, Turniej rycerski w Krélestwie
Czeskim —préba analliyy kulturoweg/, Przeglad Humanistycz-
ny, 5, 1983, pp. 39-53; by the same author, [in:] Tropsw: 1y-
cevskksg; pizypgdyly, Wzovzeec ryeerskici w pisimeanictaivie cze-
skiim: XN wikeky,, Warsaw 1985.

S —

Fig. 8. Warsaw. The Polish Army Museuwm. Tilt armouf,
c. 1500 (according to Z. Gamski, phete by K. Kaipinska).

Some interest in the tournaments and courses
which had taken place in Poland was already seen
in nineteenth century publications. An iinteresting
descriptiom of the arms and armour of both the eon-
testants is offered by K. W. Wéjcicki®®, though the
joust took place only in 1511, J. T. Lubomirski pu-
blished a vivid account of the tournament duel with
axes fought between Jakub of Kobylany and an ano-
nimous English knight in the presence of King Ca-
simir Jagiellon®. A series of preparations for a to-
urnament, including the reason of the challange, is
depicted in K. Szajnocha’s instructive diescription.
The work presents Jadwiga Jagiellon, Casimir Ja-
giellon, King of Poland's daughter, and George,
Duke of Bavaria's wedding, which took place in
Landshut in 1475%. Unfortunately, no detailed and
systematic studies regarding the tourneys held in Po-
land have been carried out so far. No Polish papers
were presented at the extremely interesting confe-

BK.W.Wéjcicki, Tumisige i gonitivyy, [in:] @maay
stanasidamere, Warsaw 1843, vol. 11, pp. 6-8.

) T. Lubomiirskk i, Jadt z Kodytbon Kdaszelan
Grirzzimebgiski, Stavastaa Brzesidi 1407-11834, ,Biblioteka Warszaw-
ska”, 1860, vol. 2, p. 561.

B K. Szajmochiaa, Jadvidgga Jagétldasieka ksigina ba-
wansideq, [in:] Széitee histeryeenee, 1876, vol, 111, p. 81.
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Fig. 9. Warsaw. The Polislh Army Museum. Tilt armour,
c. 1500 (according to Z. Gadomski, photo by K. Karpinska).

rence in Gttingen, devoted to medieval tourna-
ments, the ones organized in Central-European co-
untries included™®. A few contributive articles have
been published®”. The present issue has also been
discussed as an addition to some works containing
descriptions of various historical events®, general
works=, monographs devoted to knightly dress,

% Das ritentichbe Turniger im Mitkatleer. Beitnaige zu ei-
ner verglhehbedelern Formesn- und/ Nerfalferaggsesithitoite des Rit-
tertumss, ed. J. E Leecckkeemsstteeiim,,, Wendiitbertt ebhunmgpen dess
Max Planck Institus fir Geschichte”, 80, Géttingen 1985.

7S Kutrzedma, Prapypeick do dzikfiw turmiin w
Polioee, ,,Wiadomedci Numizmatyczno-Archeollogiczne’, R.
XIIIL, vol. 1V, 1901. No. 3-4, pp. 382-384; A.Bronarski,
Le petiit Jeam Saintréé. Un éniignee livkieinee. Contribbtioion @ux
étudhss sur Antoiiae de la Salk, Elorence 1922; H. P o Laacczzkk
6 W n a, Najitanszeze Zraifda hevatdyliki palékigie/, Lvov 1924; Z.
Zygul-ski, Zyike na zamkku Srediiceieszoymym, kiitwra
paltkéa i obeay, ed. K. Har tleb, Torumn 1948, p. 79.

B8 Zajaczkoows kK i, Wilkellm de Mactaut! i jrego
wizddmoédici do dzidadw Polsiii i Livey w XIW w., Kwartalnik
Historyczny”, R. XLIII, 1929, p. 226; R. Gro d e c k i, Kon-
gress krallawvskki w rodu 1364/, Warsaw 1939; Bogucka, ap.
cit, I Wy rozwms Kk i, Kaziimidezz Wiellii, Wroclaw 1982.

®A.E.Grab sk i, Polsk w opiniaehh Ewaygyy ZZatho-
drigj XIWYY, Warsaw 1968.
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arms and armour®, as well the monographs of fa-
mous Polish knights®, Our knowledge of medieval
tournaments in Poland has recently been summed up
by S. K. Kuezyiiski®, who observes that the first tru-
stworthy account of a Polish tournament eermes frem
1243. The contest was organized in Henggkéw By
Silesian Prinee Boleslas the Bold (Rogatka)®. A brief
digest of eur knewledge regarding Pelish knights'
participation in foreign teurAeys has been prepared
by B. Brzustowiez™. However, these are enly the be-

InRiAgs of studies which sheuld be earried eut in
this field. They may be treated as a ¢lue te the future
fy%emaue researeh en knightly teurnaments in Pe-
and.

Translated! by Zuzamna: PoklewsidarHawra:

NE Piekosinski, Rymrstweo polékige wighaiw $re-
dnitth, Cracow 1896; Z. W a w mzoonnoows & la 2, Uzbrejfevee i
ubiiar rycenskki Prasttiw Slgsiichh od X do XN/ wigdyy, ,Acta
Archeologica Lodziensa™, No. 25, £6dz 1976; by the same au-
thor, Okrycite kovia ryeenskkéggo w Polsese do koviea: XV wiigia w
ikomagredifii, ,,Biuletyn Historii Sztuki”, R. XL, 1978, No. 4, pp.
367-376; A. N a d o LLsskkij, Bron iissidj royeersiwa polskiege wv
Srediowigentzy, Wroclaw 1979; J. Witk o w s k i, Cyd/ llancelo-
ta z Jeziiarea w siedlbeiiéldie] wiezy mieszaltiap). Prdidar innteypreta-
cji treduii mallomiddes Sciemmypbh, [in:] Pomanékiee Tdowmrzystwo
Preyjpeiob! Naukk. Sprawezddnieic No. 102 za 1984 rok, Wiwdziat
Naukk o Sztugsz, Poznanh 1986, pp. 42-48; R. S a ¢ h s, Nanaggsa na
Sredhidwicenyeich diadtmaabh turmigigavysias, [in:] Pozranskige To-
werzsswoo Przyifeiod! Neaukk. Spraweaddnieie No. 102 za 1984 rok.
Wiydzial! Neuk o Szwass, Poznah 1986, pp. 38-41

3 H. P o llaczzkkoomn a a, Najitaassee friitféa hberdldyki
palékteg),,, ArchiwumTowarzystwaNeukowmegm we Lwowie”, part
11, vol. 11, p. 3, Lvov 1924, pp. 22-27; by the same author, O podrdz-
nikaeth §redhitavicezayolvh z Pl | do Pollii, ,,Miesiecznik He-
raldyczny”, R. XIV, 1937, No. 5, p. 69; S, Matachowski,
Zawisgaa Crzanyy, Warsaw 1929; A. K Lu b 6 w n a, Zawisza
Czaniyy histiii | legendliise, Warsaw 1974, B. Zientar a,
Bolkstdusiv £ysy (Regatkey), [in:] Pewzsts ksiagais i krélsw ppdiskich,
Watsaw 1978, p. 173,

S K. Kuczyfski, Tumitife ryceamskise w $éeetinio-
wizaznegj Polanee, [in:] Biedhii i bogacdi. Studidn z dzieiaiw sppote-
czenstwaa i kulturyy offarowanse Bremisklaowdvwi Gevemiboiyi w
szediitidinsiaigrq roezmiee urodiit, Warsaw 1992, pp. 295-306.

* Ksikgan Hemmykbosksia, ed. R. Gr o d e ¢ k i, Biblioteka
Tekstow Historycznych, vol. 1, Poznah-Wrroclaw 1949, lib. I,
1V, p. 269.

¥ B. B rzusttkiieami t @ 7, Udzial rycenstwaa ppdidiiego
w zagramiozyohch turmitjpebhs w Sredimomieczezy, Wroclaw 1993,
No. 7, pp. 8-12.





