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WOIJICIECH IWANCZAK

MERCENARY WARRIORS — AN EXAMPLE
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF CZECH LANDS

A discussion on mercenary warriors naturally impo-
ses upon a researcher an international perspective. The
Czech State, being an active participant of the Europem
political life of the Middle Ages, seems to constitute an
interesting subject of investigation in this respect.

As far as the mercenary army as a certain form of
organization of warriors is concerned the same general
features and tendencies as known from West-European
countries may also be noticed in Czech lands. It does
not mean, however, that the territory observed here is
not characterized by its own, particular, local colour and
chronologicall rhythm imposed, especially in the I5th
century, by the uniqueness of its development determi-
ned by the Hussite revolution.

To begin with, it should be stressed that the output
of the researches concerning different aspects of Czech
military science can still be improved and it is only the
Hussite period that has recently been the subject of a
few detailed studies!. However, some serious gaps have
not been filled yet. Therefore many of the former stu-
dies have preserved their importance and value up to

e

now-.
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The beginnings of Czech mercenary service are not
clear enough yet, though certain references to paid mili-
tary service appear quite early. The term “mercede con-
ducti” is already used in the Llth century in reference to
some Czech troops allied with the Serblans though it
is not an individual payment made to warriors that is
meant here. Later pieces of information pointing to the
existence of some forms similar to those used in a mer-
cenary army date back to the second half of the 1lth
century. In 1081 A.D. 300 armed Czech warriors set out
for Italy with Emperor Henry IV~, and in 1082 A.D.
Vratislav II hired a troop of armed men belonging to the
Bishop of Regensburg and paid them for their service®.
However, it is extremely difficult to state on the basis of
a one-sentence mention what the details of this contract
were and to what extent only the habitual fief or other
sovereignity relations were thus being realized.

The appearance of mercenary warriors as a profes-
sional group of specialists in the art of war in Western
Europe is associated with the 12th century , I Bohemia

the above mentioned phenomenon takes place a little la-

0 C. mecem

Ammiis ?’egmu ecem’ [inB <] %}munﬂmm Gennamége Histovicaz, S.
Seriptoness, vol. 16, pp. 236 seqq.; K rooggee r, Geschichte
Bolhmenss, Leipzig 1880, p. 64; J. Kallcomsseé(k, Ceské statni prawo,
seemnh’ editiom, Prague 1892, pp. 7 seqq..

§ Kronila Pulauaver, [in:] Fontes Reruon Bohemitarkwn;, vol. 5,
ed. . Em ler, Prague 1893, p. 53: [Vratislav] validum et fortem
congregat exercitum, et eciam multis militibus et armigeris suis de
Alamanie partibus conductis stipendiis intrat Moraviam'; cf.: Cesmae
Pragensits Chronica Boemanttom, ed. B. Breth o 1z, [in:] Menu-
menirx Germaniare Historibay, S. Scriptaness, Nova Series, vol. 2, Berlin
1923, pp. 131 seqq.; A. Bachm ann, Geschiliiee Boltmanss, vol. 1,
Gotha 1899, pp. 266 seqq.; Viojenské dejimy Ceskoslonensitas, ed. Z.
P rocthéizklaa, vol. 1, Prague 1985, p. 62.

H. D e Librrilick, Geschichte dior Ridegskimst iim Ralbwsen digr
politisehien Gescitictitee, vol. 3, Das Mittelaliesy, Berlin 1907, pp. 324
seqq.; E. von Frisch, Der Ubergang vom Lethendibnsss zum Sold-
diemstt in Osterveicth, Vienna 1907; P. S ¢ thmiitttthbeerm e € 1, Das
fhedée Soldhestunrn im abentldddidinehen Iaperivom des Myliecidliers,
"Miinchener Iistorische Abhandlungen", 1934, Reihe 2, Heft 2; by the
same author, LetnaHniegswessen und Séldwesitim: im abesntilbndischen
Impesium des MielRllesss, "Historisehe Zeitsehrift", vel. 150, 1934,
pp. 229-267: H. Grun dm a i f, Soldhemiresee In der Siauferzeit,
"Forschungen und Fottsehritie®, vel, 18, 1942, pp, 303-305; Ch. W. C.
O m an, The Aw of War in the Middlke Ages, rev. by J. H. Be eler,
New York 1968, pp. 65 seqq.; T. W iisse, Medieual! Warfare, Londen
1976, pp. 7 seqq.



22 WOJCIECH TWANCZAK

ter, but in the 13th century mercenary warriors constitu-
te an important part of the King’s armyq. Economic
transformations, which introduce more money into cir-
culation, are connected with a greater influx of precious
metals into the Czech State. Since the middle of the
13th century the amount of silver obtained from the mi-
nes situated in the vicinity of Jihlava in Moravia and
Havlickliv Brod grows and since the end of the 013th
century considerable quantmes of silver are provided by
the mine in Kutné Hora®. Not without a reason the we-
alth of the last rulers of the Premmislids dynasty and
especially of Pt‘emty;&l Otakar II is stressed by mumerous
chronicle writers®. Tt was Pemyst Otakar II who started
to “import” mercenary warriors from Germamy, which at
that time suffered from a territorial dispersion. These
warriors guranteed high quality services needed by this
combative monarch and could counterbalance the incre-
asing strength of the potentates. German troops constitu-
ted a part of Pfemysl Otakar II's army in hrs numerous
campaigns, especially the Hungatian ones'®. The mo-
narch used to bring light horse wartiors from Poland to
be in his pay. In the year 1278, during the preparations
for the battle of Durnkrut, Prince Henty of Lower Bava-
ria offered Pfemysl 200 mounted warriors in heavy ar-
moutr, 200 light armoured ones and 100 bowmen. Three
thousand srlver monetary units were to be the equivalent
for this lhelp
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IV the Faik of France'®. It does not mean, however, that
all the difficulties could be overcome by means of mo-
ney. In 1304, during the war with the Roman King, Al-
brecht, the Czech ruler became anathematized by
German states, which to a considerable extent limited
Wenceslas’s chances to obtain warriots from Germany.
It was only Rupert von Nassaw who made such an agre-
ement with the Czechs. He wanted, however, to avarmg

on Albrecht his father's death in the battle of Gllheim >,
This example seems to illustrate in a very vivid way the
international aspect of mercenaty armies.

The privileges for the noblemen issued in the years
1310-1311 on the occasion of Johannes of Luxembo-
urg’s accession to the throne reflect the acceptance of
the new structure of the army . The postulates connec-
ted with the organization of war expeditions constituted
one of the four main points of the noblemen’s demands.
The obligation of the Czech and Moravian nobility to
offer military help to the King was then restricted to the
cases where the defence of the country against an exter-
nal attack wéts needed. As far as foreign expeditions we-
re concerned the noblemen’s participation was to be a
resultant of their good will and the King’s special requ-
est. The King, however, did not possess the right to
exert any pressure on his subjects. All the expenses con-
nected with foreign campaigns were to be covered by
the King and the noblemen received regular pays in re-
turn for their services as mercenary warriors. Johannes
of Luxembourg despite some insistent demands of the
noblemen’s representatives did not accept this rule as an
ancient one, but treated it as a “particular favour” on his
part. An interesting controversy resulted also from an at-
tempt to establish the territorial extent of the lands whe-
re the noblemem were obliged to assist the King
militarily. The representatives of the nobility opted for
the term “terra Bohemiae et Moraviae”, which made it
possible to limit the area to Bohemia and Moravia le-
aving out the territories belonging to the Kingdom of
Bohemiz. Johannes of Luxembourg introduced the
terms: “regnum Bohemiae” and “marchionatus Mora-
viae”, which imposed on the nobility the duty of partici-
pation in all the wars fought on the territories covered
by the broader terms: “kingdom” and “margraviate™.

In this situation the appearance of people of initiati-
ve who started to play a role similar to that of Italian
condottieres, who, what is interesting, did not have to
come down from noble families, was only a matter of
time. Frenklin Jakubov coming from the townspeople,
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who in the 1320s possessed his own troop of knights
and hired it out to both Johannes of Luxembourg and
his son-in-law, the Prmce of Lower Bavaria, may serve
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neesias 1Y's Brother: Jan Zgorselscki (Johann YoR
Gbrlits), expericneed this kind of limitations himsslf
When in the 13905 a struggle between the King and the
80 ealled “the potentates’ URIty”, repressnting the inte-
rests of the Fich potentatss; ook Blé*e& Jan Zgorzelecki;
whe w?gat@é i suppPOFt his Brother, issued an ardent ma-
nifesta’® on 7th June 1394. He promised to do every-
thing that was pessible to release his brother frem his
temperary arrest. In order to aechieve this geal he pre-
claimed an enlistment to the army promising each of the
knighis whe steed With & spear & pay as well as a spe-
gial payment covering the losses sustained. The eosts of
the eampaign organized against the forees of "the poten-
tates’ unity” and its allies sueh as the Austrian Prince,
Albrecht 111 Habsburg, appeared to be higher than it had
been expected. h order to maintain the great army, Jan
Zgorzelecki undertook a dramatic attempt to obtain mo-
re money. On 1st July 1394 he ordered to open the cof-
fin of Saint Wenceslas in Saint Vit's Cathedral in Prague
and appropriated all the jewels that were found there to
pledge them as security for loans. The affair was soon
discovered and it evoked considerable rumours in the
capital. In this situation the Prince had to change his
original plans. He decided to dnspla%a the jewels in pub-
lie and then put them back in place . Jam Zgorzelecki’s
finaneial situation deterioratied as the promised pay-
ments of great sums of money to mercenary warriors
had been made, which made him fall into considerable
debts. Eventuallly, In Oetober 1394, he did not have eno-
ugh meney te pay for his stay in an Inn in Luekau, Le-
wer Lusatia, and was foreed to take a lean from the
town’s fund?8. The story ended with the Prince’s ban-
lawpcsyfuitlen - (R HrosafisclnNpay Wikh tthBePrings SHW:
K(pLcY, sSWHEN the RARRUSAaPaYhe Foikh PReITaHR ity 0
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20th September 1395 in which Jodok together with
Henry of RoZmberk, Bfeiiek of Skala and Busko of
Svamberk promised a considerable sum of money to six
Austrian knights who fought on their side with 68 spear-
men and 68 gunners as the pay for their services may
serve as an example here™".

A few rulers, most of them suffering from lack of
money and difficulties connected with the realization of
payments, tried to solve their problems in different wa-
ys. Among the commanders of Sigismund of Luxembo-
urg’s army who conducted an anti-Hussite crusade there
was the famous condottiere Erkinger of Seinsheim. Er-
kinger had a big troop of 300 mounted warriors remai-
ning in Sigismund’s service. The ruler suffering from
chronic want of money was unable to meet the obliga-
tion. Therefore he offered Erkinger his royal castles of
Zebrak and To¢nik as well as the town of Beroun as a
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example, constitute the core of Mathias Korvin’s army.

The above presentation of certain structural changes
which took place in the Czech army allows us to consi-
der the geographical range of Czech mercenary war-
riors’ activities as well as to determine the directions of
the influx of foreign warriors into the Czech State.

The Premislids period, considered to be the moment
of true crystallization of mercenary armies on Czech ter-
ritories, was characterized by numerous expeditions to
Alpine countries, Poland and Hungary. Johannes of Lu-
xembourg, who used to travel tiredlessly over vast terri-
tories of Europe in quest of his knight’s laurels of
victory, visited with his troops Italy, Germamy, France
and Tirol among others. In 1337 in Monbuisson-les-
Pontoises he made an agreement with Philip VI, the
King of France, in which he promissed to serve him to-
gether with his 500 armed men in the King's war with
England. He received a considerable advance payment
from the French ruler®’. His son, Charles IV, and the
latter’s brother, John Hemy, were for a period of time
condoitieres in Italy. In 1337, during the war between
the Italian towns, Chmrles, a youny Maonawigm margrave
at that time, and the above mentioned John Henry were
receiving money from the rich league of towns headed
by Venice for supporting a troop of 300 men. Charles,
however, soon gave up this kind of activity and appoin-
ted Jan of Lipa and, after Jan’s death Zbyn&k Zajic of
Valdek his “capitano dellia gumrﬁ

France was one of the countnes which traditionally
maintained good relations with Bohemia, especially in
the times of the Luxembourg dynasty. Before the drama-
tic battle of Crecy Johannes of Luxemboutg with 500
Czech knights came as reinforcements to Paris in order
to help the French in their struggle with the English. In
the French capital they were met with a warm reception
prepared without any feeling of the impending tragedy.
Later, in 1353 A.D., the next group of Czech watriors
set out to assist the King of France. Unfortunately, they
never reached their place of destination. On their way
across German countries they were attacked by Gerlach
of Schoneck"s army, robbed and imprisoned. It was only
after the intervention of Charles IV's Uncle Baldwrn
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The war theatre of the Hussite revolution spread
over vast territories. The glorious Hussite expeditions
reached Austria, Silesia, Poland, Bavaria, Franconia, Sa-
xony, Lusatia, a part of Prussia mid Brandenbutg. The
national specification of the colourful mosaic of Sigis-
mund of Luxembourg’s army seems to be still more im-
pressive. Sigismund led a great army of wartiois in
order to humiliate the Hussite Czechs. The army consi-
sted of Hungarians, Croatians, Russians, Bulgarians,
Wallachians, Serbs, Dalmatians, Slovenians, as well as
knights from the Netherlands, Brabam Meiss, Thurm-
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acteristic features of the wars and military science of the
late Middle Ages.

The campaign results from an argument between the
Prince of Saxony, Frederick, and his brother William. In
January 1447 the Prince came to Bohemia and made an
agreement with some Czech lords. He wanted to hire
795 mounted warriors and 1760 infantry ones. Before
long his representative, Opl of Fictum, arrived and hired
numerous warriors, some of them for one term only. As
Jiti of Podiebrady and Oldfich of RoZmberk were in
conflict then, the followers of Oldrich enlisted for Fre-
derick’s army, while the supporters of JiZi offered their
services to William. Shortly after the organization of the
Czech army, Frederick and William of Saxony came to
terms with each other. Therefore a problem concerning
mercenary warriors, who demanded to be paid, arose. It
was eventually decided to direct the army to Westphalia
and attack Soest, with which town the Archbishop of
Koln, Dietrich of Mors, was in conflict. In case the ac-
tion appeared to be successful, they were also thinking
about attacking Luxemboury. The venture was an ill-
started one because William of Saxony, who was the
commander-in-chieff of the army, neither paid the war-
tiors nor provided for their alimentation. Not before
long a moral disintegration took place in the Czech and
German army and its commanders lost control of the
situation. The general dismay in Germany being a con-
sequence of recent Hussite war expeditions led to the
accusation of Archbishop Dietrich of being the Heretics’
ally. On 19th July 1447 an unsuccessful attack on the
town of Soest, followed by the demands for money ma-
de by the furious Czechs, took place. The Archbishop
escaped, while William of Saxony set back on Ms way
home protected by his own army. The expedition ended
on 4th August in Cheb. The wartiors did not receive the-
Ir pays and the altercations for money continued for mo-
te than a dozen years. William of Saxony argued that
the failure of the expeditiom was a result of the Czechs’
demands for pay and their threats of return. In Bohemia,
on the other hand, the Impression was a profound one
and the defeat was seen iis a result of the Germans’ be-
trayal and their unwillingness to perform their duty. An
annalist i in connection with thls event wrote down: “Let
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Each of the spears consisted of a knight and two or
three helpers. All these people were recruited from the
territories of Bohemia, Silesia and Lusatia. Otto was al-
so highly estimated by the Teutonic Knights. In 1333
A.D. the Great Master sent him with a diplomatic mis-
sion to Prague to inform Johannes of Luxembourg that
the truce betwwn the Order and Poland had just been
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Grunwald was the crowning achievement of Sokol’s ca-
reer. FrantiSek Michélek Barto§ claimed at one time*!
that Sokol was in command of the whole army fighting
on the Polish-Lithuanian side. His knowledge was defi-
ved from the Bychowiec chronicle, namely the short
mention saying that Sokol was the supreme hetman of
the Polish army*2. Sokol did not play such a fole in the
battle of Grunwald, but his achievements were noticeab-
le enough for the ng to appoint him commander of
the Radzyx castle*®. Sokol did net enjoy this new fune-
tion for long as he was poisoned and died shottly after
the nomination. The grateful King took care of his fami-
ly and Sokols sons were educated In Cracow**. This
impressive career is In fact a typical one. It d@mcﬁstfa-
tes how close to each other different kinds of fighting
were in those times and how similar the mechanisms of
robbers’ and mefcenary warriors’ aetivities used to be. it
was very difficult to matk out a border between them.
The illusive character of sueh a border is further eenfir-
med by e.g. the Huhgarian ehroniele weiter Janes Thure-
czi’s opinion about the outstanding eommander and
Chech politician Jan Giskra [Jiskra] of Brandys, whe we
shall say more about beneath. Thureezi elaifed that Gi-
skfa was “a CZ@@h skillful in wielding weapens and
greedy for loots**

To keep a balance, let us quote the life story of Jan
Sokol’s alter ego, an Austrian who lived at the same ti-
me and place. We can become familiar with some frag-
ments of Peter Hechtel’s biography thanks to the
Austrian theologian and chronicle writer Thomas Eben-
dorfer and the record he made in his work Chwenicaa Au-
stviaee . Peter Hechtel’s role is not clear enough to us.
In 1404, after Prince Albrecht IV’s death, his participa-
tion in mutual relations between the Austrian princes
and Sigismund of Luxemboutg is mentioned. Although
Ebendorfer considers him as “a robber” we cannot exe-
lude the possibility that he was in Sigismund’s service
then. Later he is given the title of “capitaneus™. Heeh-
tel’s participation in the first anti-Hussite crusade led by
Sigismund of Luxemboutg became the last stage of his
career as a mercenary commamdr. Hechtel died In the
battle of Prague in 1420.

The Czech knights found in the Pope’s service seem
to constitute an interesting subject of discussion. In the

“E M. Bartioc§, Zitkawsh mladieth let, "Casopis Spolednosti
Piétel StaroZitnosti”, vol. 30, 1922, pp. 25 seqq.; by the same author,
Ceeh? v dob& Husoué? 1378-14055, Prague 1947, pp. 340 seqq.

Polnoe Sobranie Russkicth Letopiseii, wol. 177, Petersburg 10807,
p. 522: "The Czech warrior Sokol was the highest hetman in Jagieflo’s
army". As it is commonly known, the Bychowiee Chroniele contains
numerous mistakes and untrue statements.

 Joanniss Dilugassiii Opera Omniir, ed. A, PrzezZzdziecki,
vol. 113 Cracow 1877, p. 92.

# bidem, p. 93.

Joanniss de Thwréez, Chrownica: Hunganarm, ed. J.G. S¢ h w a-
ndtner, [in:] Seripteness Revum Hunganiteaumn, vol. 1, Vimdobonae
1766, p. 308, that Giskra [Jiskra] was "homo bohemus et arma flectere
doctus rapinaeque avidus”.

Thomas Ebendbrigess Chromica: Austhiaee, ed. A. ILho tskyy,
[in:] Momsnemza Germanizee Histonica;, S. Scriptores. Nova Series,
vol. 13, Berlin-Zurich 1967, p. 326; E. Scherbaum, Das
hussitiselis: Botimam bei Thomas Ebendfrffer, "Osterreich in Geschichte
und Literatur", vol. 17, 3, 1973, p. 147.

second half of the 14th century the names of Iohannes
de Bohemia, Ancelmus de Bohemia or Nicolaus de Boe-
mia start to appear in the writtea sources*’. They all
served in the Pope’s army, but the pay problems already
discussed in connection with the lay armies were pre-
sent in the Chufch armies, too. Jakub Boch was a Czech
mercenary wartior who was faced with greatest difficul-
ties connected with obtainig his due pay. He came from
the diocese of Prague and hired out his services and his
22 men to the Pope. In January 1377 he was already in
Italy and in June 1377 the Pope’s treasury owed 800
florins to him. The payment, however, had not been ma-
de for a long time despite the knight's efforts to receive
the money. Eventually the dean of St. Apolinaf"s church
in Prague, who collected fees for the curia of Rome,
received an order from the Pope’s court telling him to
discharge the sum demanded by Jakub from the money
raised in Bohemia exclusively. The guestion @@ﬂ@efﬂlﬁg
the realization of this order cannot be answered®,

A quite specific task was given to Jan of Chlum,
who served in Sigismund of Luxembourg’s army during
the war with Venice. He must have enjoyed the ruler’s
considerable confidence as he was granted a special do-
cument allowing him to seize the Venetians® property.
He was on his way home after the Venetian campaign
when he was saddled with a new important mission by
Sigismund. He became a member of the safeguard
which was to accompany John Hus summoned to Con-
stance and called into account in front of the Ecclesiasti-
cal Councill. It might have been thanks to his personal
contact with the Prague theologian that Jan of Chlum
accepted Hus’s ideas. It is known from some other sour-
ces that Jan was an ardent follower of Hussite con-
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4 Cf: K.H. Schafer, Deubsctiee Riwer und Edelinaatiige in
Italiem wéatwend! des 14. Jattnhiunddeiss, vol. 2, Paderborn 1911, pp. 59,
87, 119, 127, 136; the author of this otherwise solid work usually re-
fers to the Czech warriors as "the Germans".

# The documents providing information about this event found
in: Momumeniz: Vaticana res gestass Boltemifsss illustraniia, ed. K.
St low Kal, wall 4, Prague 1TRUBINES, hp. GE5-G57, GER, 683, of:
F Ta:ctlra Kufonii stylky .., p. 112.

9Cf: 1. Kalowsee k, Zti ve vyehodhitt Ceehéicth (1402-
1414) a prepatépi; klidtana: OpatovitkRbbo (1415), "Casopls Musea
Kralovstvi Ceskeho", vol. 7, 1903, p. 270. Jan of Chlum's interests did
not influence his collaboration with Johannes of Luxemboukg, e.g. he
used to lend money to the King — the exiraet from the decument
confirming the King's debt in: A. H a a s, Avchity Kovunyy Ceske, vel.
5. Katalog listin z let 1378-1437, Prague 1947, p. 171,

An attempt at evaluating the Czechs and Moravians® participa-
tion in the wars between the Poles and the Teutonic Knights in: E.
Barlhorroovv 4, Cedi a Moreand jalo Niaswikii valek Polska: §
Fadhon nomadkigbh Fyiif: v leleh 1400 a 1414, "Sbornk Matlce
Moravské", vol. 86, 1967, pp. 191-201; of, alse: J. DEim a I, Ceskd
pomat: Polsi, v bitve u Grumvalfiiy 5. 1410 a vefeje slySenir M. Jana
Husa na koneilli koswickem:, [in:] Tisfe let sesho-polsike wagiomnosii,
vel. 1, Opava 1966, pp. 175:179; §. M. K u eZzyyhas kit i. Wielka
Wajna z Zatonem: Krzyzagktim: w lataeh 1409-1447y, fifth edition, War=
saw 1987, espeeially p. 206 passim.
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Grunwald, Jan Kolda of Zampach or Jan of Va]d§tejn
and Mala Skala, commonly known as Skalski i, who
gained merits in the Thirteen Years' War, may be men-
tioned here. Jan Giskra of Brandys brilliant career con-
stitutes a separate chapter Jan Giskra represented the
type of condottiere. Although considered to be a Hussi-
te, he was a Catholic and for 21 years the suzerain of a
great part of Upper Hungary, where he represented the
interests of the Habsburgs. Thanks to his political indif-
ference, he was able to remain “on top” for many years
despite the frequently changing situation of the 40s and
50s of the 15th century. Giskra’s fame on the European
scale was further confirmed by including his biography,
as the only Czech’s, into Eneas Silvius Piccolomini's
work De viris illusstiilious.

Mercenary wamniiors as a group, which was to a gre-
at extent separated from the main stem of the so called
chivalry and ideas determining the knights® identity as a
specific chosen commumityy, may, however, be subjected
to some axiological procedure.

Mercenary warriors were frequently perceived with
reluctance and criticism. Opinions of that kind often re-
ach the form of topos. Some motives, however, are mo-
re pragmatic in character. Fear of foreigners and
potential rivals may be mentioned here. Johannes of Lu-
xembourg was probably the Czech ruler to the greatest
extent surrounded by mercenary warriors. He would be
severly criticised for these practices. In 1318 the endan-
gered Czech nobility started to circulate rumours that
the ruler had summoned so many mercepary warriors in
order to expel all Czechs from the country. A similar
note may be heard in Dalimil’s chronicle, also written at
the beginnig of the 14th century. Its anonimous author is
astonished by the Czech knight Plichta of Zrotin’s cou-
rage and valour. The knight is referred to as a hero who
has brought great honour to his family by inflicting

S"wW. Rauw tteembbeer gg'ss treatise Bolmisokiee soldhen in Or-
densfand! Preussem;, vol. 1-2, Diss., Hamburg 1953. is a basic study of
Czech mercenary warriors' participation in the 13 Years' War. See al-
s0: G. Bujack, Das Séldnemmeseon des deutselien: Ordenstaatass in
Preussem bis 1466, '"Zeitschrift fur Preussische Geschichte und Lande-
skunde", vol. 6. 1869, pp. 717-736; J. G o L1, Cedhy ...:. JE. Kwtte-
w s k i, Zur Gescifictlise dey Soldiaen in den Ifeenem des [Meutschor-
densstaatass In Preussen;, "Oberliindische Geschichtsbléitter™, vol. 14.
Osterode [Ostréda] 1912; V. J e ¥ e k, Koldwé ze Zéanjpadhu,
"Hradecky Kraj", vol. 3, Hradec Krélové, 1959, p. 99 seqq. Among
the source editions cf.: Ksiggar Theudinktissy, ed. L. K oazyy, Torud
1937; Ksigga: zoldiu Zwiaziky Prusiicgm z okresw wojiy rirzyeastiietnief
1454-14e%, ed. A. C zachamrowsskk i, Torud 1969.

%2 Both the person and the period of his activity are the subjects
of numerous historiographie works. Cf.: S. K w ii attkkoowws kK i, Jan
Giskra z Bramdfjsar. Rys biografikzoyy z XV w., [in:] Sprawezghniée Gi-
mmazijjsmi Fr. Jézeffis, Lvov 1886, R. UrbAdn ek, K 500 wiredf
Ceskyeth polhitth rot na Slovensiky, ""Vo janske-Historicky Sbornik", vel.
I, 1936, pp. 73-138; J. S p i r k o, Husiti;, jiskieneti a bratvicii v
déjinéeth Spisa, Levoca 1937; R. Urb d ne k, K historili doby Jiskro-
vy na Slovensiu a ve vychodhii Movaus, "Véstnik Kralovské Ceské
Spolecnosti Nauk", vol. 2, 1939; M. V a ¢ h, Jam Jisia: z. [Brandysa &
politickky zdpas Helbstbunikds s Jegellbweii o Uhry v leteelh JW4D-1442,
"Historické Studie”, vol. 3, 1957, pp. 172-227: A. Gaeso Vi, Boje
Meaigjra 1. piotii Jistiowi & Brandlssu a bratwilem v rokodh IWE8-1467,
"Historleky Casepis", vol. 25, 1977, pp. 187-216; P. K a rtiGoUy s,
Halssipuskpdagelevskeske dvoiplasiee v Uhorsie v rokoen 1%4A0-1444
(Zaibatoky Jiekpswiiej voirrakde; Einnpstri na Uzemis SIS\WRBHD),
“Histerieké Studie", vel. 24, 1980, pp. 225-263.
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riors are relatively numerous, but the number of Czechs
in European armies was quite big, especially in the 15th
century. In 1459, for example, many small Czech troops
ravaged the reglon of Silesia winning the nickname of
the “bad army 1 In the year 1465 the Pope was infor-
med in a letter sent by his legate Rudolf that the Czechs
had invaded Austria and “more Bohemico” seized the
churches and robbed whatever they could®2. However,
the conclusion that the Czechs were notorious for such
typical of them behaviour would be an exaggeration. We
can state with some certainty that the warriors coming
from other countries acted in a similar way.

Among the negative features ascribed to Czech mer-
cenary warriors greed and disloyalty could also be fo-
und. Their greed is mentioned by e.g. Albrecht of
Brandenburg, who in his letter of 1463 sent to his repre-
sentatives in Prague asks them not to reveal the exist-
ence of the pay agreememt made by him with some
Czech lords. He argues that as soon as the other lords
have learned that Albrecht offers something, they will
turn up in full force®. Greed for money in a more dra-
stic form was presented by the outstanding theologitm
and preacher, the utraquist clergyman Jan Rokycana. His
words are as follows: “Alas, were it to be the devil from
hot Hell arriving to enlist warriors for war, there would
be Czechs ready to flght if only good pays for their ser-
vices were promised” .

There also appeal' some accusations concerning dis-
loyalty and failures to meet the obligations. Zbigniew
Olesnicki, however ill-disposed towards the Czechs,
wrote in his letter to Jan Kapistran that the King had
dismissed all Czech mercenany warriors as they were

“ambiguae fidei homines”®. The sale of Malbork to the
Poles by the Czech and Germaan armies during the Thir-
teen Years’ War caused by the Teutonic Knights' failure
to meet their financial obligations > was commonly
considered an obvious betrayal. This opinion became so
widespread that the terms “the Malbork traitor” or sim-

% p Eschembee r. Gesdllititeer der Stadk Bresfaw, vol. 1,
ed. . G. Kunisch, Breslau 1827, pp. 115 seqq.; by the same
author, Histoviaz Wratisfaniansiss, [in:] Scriptoness Reruon SSiéssianamum,
vol. 7,ed. H- Markgraf, Breslau 1872, pp. 61 seqq.; S. Rosicz
Chronica et Homerus episcopamum Wratislasiansiim itemque gesta di-
versa transactits tempovitiuss facte in Silesia et alibi 1051-1473), ibidem,
vol. 12, ed. F. Wachter, Breslau 1883, p. 75.

& Urkundlichbe Beitnéiige zur Gesallichhee Bolimenss und ssiner
Naclittantdinlder im Zeitelien Georgs von Podieinad! 1450-1471, ed. F.
P allaackkyy, [in:] Fomtess Revum: Austniseeaumu, vol. 20, Vienna 1860,
pp- 350 seqq.

% Cf:;, R. Urbhsnmekk, Cesie déjimy, vol. 3. part 1, Prague
1915 p 76 ref. 4.

o Quoteed affeer: JJ. KK B oczmow s Kij, Hiwoppa stbwiddsiska w
XIV-XV wielkw,, Warsaw 1984, p. 145.

% Annalhss Minonum: sew Trium Ordinuon & S. Framisow imstituo-
rum auctove A. R. P. Luem Waddinge Hideme, vol. 12. Quaracchi
1932. pp. 230 seqq.

E£C1G.GK Kel i, nDeDeYeNenfiuleddd daniéntngrgPhiktligisglsche
Dissentationeay;, Konigsberg 1922: E. W e i s e, Eine [Bokumenten-
sammlling; zum Verkauf der Mavienthurgy vom Jatwe 1457, “Jahrbuch
fur die Geschichte Mittel- und Ostdeutschlands”, vol. 9-10, 1961; W.
Rauttee n b erg, Der Verkauf der Marieniburg; 1454-1457, [in:]
Stuclien: zur Geschitfiiee des Preussenlfneidss, Festsatnifi jun- Evieth Key-
sef;, Marburg 1963. pp. 109-150; M. B isskkuwpp. TTesynasioletnia
weja z Zakenam: Krzyzackhing 1454-146%, Warsaw 1967, pp. 424 seqq.

ply “the Malbork man” started to be treated as insults. A
new term “Marbur€iti” denotm% committing of a crime
appeared in the Czech language™'.

However, the positive opinions about mercenary
warriors should not be omitted if one wants to present
the truth objectively. The Czech warriors’ courage had
been appreciated for a long time then, e.g. in the 12th
century Helmmld says: “Bohemia habet regem et viros
bellicosos”®® Elhe virtues of the Czech lord Wilhelm
Zajic of Valdek are praised by the above mentioned
Dalimil. Zajic, also a mercenaty warrior in a foreign
service, brings honour and splendour to his country. He
is one of the leading personages of the Czech political
scene at the beginning of the 14th century. He is the
King’s Chamberlain, the supreme marshal and guardian
of little Wenceslas, later Emperor Charles 1V, as well as
the head of the anti-royal opposition directed against Jo-
hannes of Luxembourg, of which organization Elizabeth
Premislid, the King’s wife, is also a member. A failed
attempt at organizing a coup d’etat in Prague made Wil-
helm Zajic readily accept the Roman King, Louis of Ba-
varia’s offer. The Roman King recruited Czech warriors
in order to fight against his enemies in the Empire, who
were Frederick the Fait’s allies. Therefore, having Jo-
hannes of Luxembouig’s consent, Wilhelm Zajic enli-
sted for this army. Here, however, his good luck ended.
He soon died in a brawl which took place between two
different troops of Louis of Bavaria’s army. Shot by an
accidental arrow, he died within eight days. Dalimil can-
not find appropriate words to render the distress aid
gloom spreading in Bohemia after Zajic’s death. The
epitaph written in his honour says that he was “the
sword of the Czech kind”, “the main gurdlan of the

zechs an ..a man respecte al zechs? ™.
Z6C a marn r %eélB ” 8 h
un r1o I Iup

er| u55| e revo

B H z ((]1 1nn 1an al
z an e|r |n nts se

ec1 1c ers as Pong
ercelve ih 4 rs ectlve A s ron
fepugnance o eretics a e’tre

o ere icS a

com e } mm E '%
complete ominate ners gttt war S

1
mo Se SS O VlOllS e-
more OI’

mo 1%?/’" neeg é

E7eshs. However s éusgec%eaf
Sy E%f i arHorS Bssams ; w69
URE ols of Eirope. The Widesgreds domand 19

was g Fesult of their SXPEFIhEe and Rigﬂ éuallfl ‘
2ined 1R many yea R Eampaigns: Even Ensas Si
ICeoiomint. Whe Was Vsfy Brejudicsd aé'fi‘“& 1‘-%
Cagehs, admits that H}s E2eehs 4rs -aff 19yl

‘E‘_’é
5m3m355

® o

ElsFeymen aFs ot afraid of smploying them 1R their g

7). Gebaue r, Slowmilk starocesiy, vol. 2, second edition,
Prague 1970, p. 313; cf.: P. Esctheml bee¢ r, Geseltititemn ..., vol. 2.
Breslau 1828, p. 98 — it is believed that in 1467 A.D. Kasper Nostitz
said that the inhabitants of Swidnica had taken money from Jifi of
Podiebrady “als die Margeburger™ in 1466 A.D. during the conflict
between the Hussite King, Jifi of Podiebrady. and Catholic Plzefi “the
traitors who were at Malbork and betrayed their lords” are excluded
from fighting (Archiv Cesky Cili Stané plseswmbc pamédkyy Ceshss i
movansés, ed. F. P a Laacckkyy, wall. 4, Aragus 1584R. ». 1277).

% Helmaltli prestbyterti Bosoviansiss Chronica: Sfaverwm;, ed. B.
S cthmee idllleery, Hannover 1937, lib. 1, cap. 1.

% See: J. Sus ta, Vilém z Valdeka, [in:] Uvahy a.chedoné spiisy
hlswmﬂa Joseff Susty, vol. 1., Rrague 10034, jpp. Z80-BIR.

7 Nejatansi Ceské rymovanéi kronila, pp. 177 seqq.
" Arcthit Cesk, ed. A. Patera, vol. 8. Prague 1888, p. 337.
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mies. Johannes 11, the Bishop of Wiirzburg, was the first
one to have the courage to do it in 1435, thus winning
the nickname of “ein Prager Student”’%. The practice of
enlisting Czech warriors by Dietrich, the Archbishop of
Koln, for his expedition against the town of Soest in
Westphalia has already been.mentioned. Pope Nicholas
II's consent to use the schismatics’, namely the Czechs’,
help whenever in need, being a result of Emperor Frede-
rick’ demand of 1452, may serve as another interesting
example here”. The purely military skills were, as it
may be seen, highly estimated. Besides them, however,
a couple of very honorable deeds performed by Czech
warriors can also be quoted, e.g. after the defeat in the
battle of Schonberg in 1504, all the Czech captives were
dismissed at the word of honour and then turned up as
“good people” in the agreed place and on time. The
abo7ze described event is found in old Czech chronic-
les™.

To round up this evaluating part of our discussion
two other opinions may be referred to. They both appre-
ciate the advantages resulting from the use of mercenary
armies in a quite perversive and unusual way. According
to Dlugossius, during the council of war preceding the
war with the Teutonic Knights which took place in the
years 1409-1411 Sbigneus of Brzezie presented his opi-
nion concerning the use of mercenary warriors. Sbigne-
us of Brzezie is believed to have said that the
superiority of the mercenary army over the native one
lied in the fact that in case of the victory, the pay expen-
ses would be covered by the loots, while in case of the
defeat, “there would be nobody to ask for pay and there
would be nobody to pay it Later, in 1612, the bache-
lor thesis written at the University of Prague by Knobe-
lius or Knobl may be found, where this problem,
namely which of the two warriors, the native or the
mercenary one, should be more valued is discussed. The
mercenary warriors are severly criticized with the help
of such authorities as Tacitus or Salustius. They are said
to have always been characterized by cruelty bigger
than Neron's and treated as cowards, thieves and rob-
bers. On the contrary, a native warrior is believed to
fight in the name of his homeland. When compared with
foreigh mercenary warriors, resembling those who de-
stroyed Constantinople, how brilliant, according to
Knobl, the Taborites and their deeds are. Eventually,
however, our candidate for the bachelor’s degree admits
that mercenary watriors are good out of mecessiﬂy%.

If one assumes that mercenary warriors as sui gene-
ris professional warriors should be characterized by po-
litical indifference and impartiality and concerned only

2R Urbane k, Ceské déjimy, vol. 3, part 1, p. 17, ref. L.

7 Dipltmataciion Hatbsthiwogesse seeculli XV. Urkundiem, Briefe
und Actenstekke zur Gescfliohiee ... von Kowig Ladislauss FRoglmmuss,
Erghevzayy Abvectltr VI. und Herzog Sigmund! 1443-1473, ed. .
Chmel, [in:] Fontes Rerumm Austhiaoarvmy, vol. 2, Vienna 1850, No
2804.

™ Stari letopisané ..., p. 270.
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with the competent performance of their tasks, the
Czechs do not fit into this framework easily. It is clearly
seen in the 15th century, when also the military affairs
are strongly influenced by Hussitism. In the Thirteen
Years’ War, for instance, Czech warriors fight in princi-
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