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COLLECTION
О F

VOYAGES and TRAVELS.

The VOYAGE of Sir FRANCIS. DRAKE 
round the Globe.

TH E learned Camden informs us, that fir Fran
cis Drake was the fon of а clergyman, who, 
in the time of queen Elizabeth, became vi- 

car of Upnore, on the river Medway. But the in- 
duftrious John Stowe fays, that he was the eldeft of 
twelve brethren, all children of Edmund Drake, of 
Taviftock, in the county of Devon, mariner and 
that he was born in the year 1540. The only way 
to reconcile thefe accounts, is to Rippofe that Ed
mund Drake, being а zealous Proteftant, fuffering 
much for his religion in the days of Henry VIII. 
and, having likewife а competent fhare of learn- 
ing, was ordained deacon in the days of queen Eli
zabeth, and fettled at Upnore. As for our hero, 
he received the Chriftian name of Francis from his 
godfather Francis earl of Bedford : but it does not 
appear, that he obtained any great benefit from that 
nobleman’s patronage in his youth; for as foon as 
he was able, he was fent to fea, apprentice to the 
mafter of а fmall bark trading to France and Zea
land i who, having а great affeftion for the lad, and 
being himfelf а bachelor, when he came to die, left
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2 THE VOYAGE OF
him his bark. At the age of eighteen Mr. Drake 
was made purfer of а Ihip, which went to the Bay 
of Bifcay ; and at twen ty he made а voyage to the 
coaft of Guinea. In all thefe voyages he diftin- 
guilhed himfelf by his extraordinary courage, and by 
а fagacity very unufual in perfons of his age. His 
laudable defire of glory induced him to venture all 
that he had in the world in а voyage to the Weit 
Indies in the year 1565, but in this he had no 
fuccefs. In 1567, he ferved under his kinfman fir 
John Hawkins, in the bay of Mexico; but was ftiil 
unfortunate, returning from thence rich in point of 
farne, but, as to his circumftances, in а man ner 
undone. Thefe difappointments ferved only to 
heighten his refentment and therefore he made two 
voyages more into thofe parts, the firft in 1570, with 
two Ships, the Dragon and Swan ; the fecond in 
1571, in the Swanalone, purely for the fake of in
formation, and that he might qualify himfelf for un- 
dertaking fomething of importance in thofe parts, 
which by his courage and perfeverance, he brought 
to bear.

His charaéter being now fufficiently eftablifhed, 
he found enow ready to venture part of their for
tunes in а voyage he propofed; for which having 
made all things ready, he failed May the 24th, 1572, 
in the Pafca of Plymouth, which was of no greater 
burden than feventy ton ; having for his confort the 
Swan, of two hundred fifty ton, commanded by his 
brother John Drake, with feventy-three men and 
boys, and provifions for а year. Such was the pre- 
paration he made for attacking the King of Spain 
in the Weit Indies, which he believed he had а right 
to do, in order to make reprifals for what he had 
fuffered by his fubjeds. In this voyage he facked 
the famous town of Nombre de Dios, and foon af- 
ter faw from an high tree, the South Seas; which 
fight inflamed him with а violent defire of carrying 
an Englifh (hip thither, an attempt never made, per
haps never thought of, before that time. In this 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. $ 
Expedition he acquired immenfe riches for bis own- 
ers, as well as himfelf; being а man of fuch genero- 
fity, that he fcorned to take even thofe advanta- 
ges, which any other man would have confidered as 
his right; of which we have а very remarkable in- 
ftance in his behaviour, on а prefent made him by 
а Captain or prince of the free Indians inhabiting the 
ifthmus of Darien, who, in return for а cutlafs pre- 
fented him by captain Drake, gave him four large 
wedges of gold, which he threw into the common 
ftock: “ My owners, faid he, gave me that cutlafs, 
“ and it is but juft they fhould have their fliares 
“ of its produce. His return to England was as for
tunate as his foreign expedition for, in twenty- 
fhree days, he failed from the cape of Florida, to 
the ifles of Scilly-, and arrived at Plymouth on 
Sunday Auguft the pth, 1573, in fermon-time. The 
news of captain Drake’s return being carried into the 
church, there remained few or no people with the 
preacher, all running out to obferve the Heffing of 
God upon the dangerous adventures of the captain, 
who had fpent one year, two months, and forne odd 
days, in this voyage. The wealth he had thus 
acquired, he generoufly fpent in his country’s fer- 
vice, equipping no lefs than three frigates at his own 
expence, which he commanded in perfon, and with 
which he contributed greatly to the reduftion of the 
rebellious Irifh, under the conduft of that worthy 
nobleman Walter earl of Effex. After his death, 
he chofe for his patron fir Chriftopher Hatton, at 
that time vicechamberlain to the queen, and after- 
wards chancellor of England: by his intereft, not- 
withftanding great oppofition, captain Dfake ob- 
tained the queen’s commiffion for that vbyage, which 
he had fo long meditated.

He was no fooner thus provided, than his friends 
contributed largely toward this glorious expeditioni 
and captam Drake, on his fide, applied with equal di
ligence to the getting every thing ready for accom- 
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4 THE VOYAGE OF
plifliifig his undertaking; and, with this view, equip- 
ped five fhips, viz. the Pelican, callcd by him after- 
wards the Hind, admiral, burden an hundred tons, 
Francis Drake, captain general; the Elizabeth, vice
admiral, eighty tons, John Winter, captain; the 
Marigold, a bark, of thirty tons, John Thomas, cap
tain ; the Swan, а fly boat, of fifty tons, captain 
John Chefter; and the Chriftopher, а pinnace of fif- 
teen tons, captain Thomas Moon. Thefe fhips he 
m^nned with one hundred and fixty-four able men, 
and furnifhed them with fuch plentiful provifion of 
all things neceflary, as fo long and dangerpus а voy- 
age feemed to require: withal ftowing certain pin- 
naces aboard in pieces, to be fet up as occafion might 
call for. Neither did he omit to make provifion alfo 
for ornament and delight, carrying for this purpofe 
with him expert muficians, rieh furniture, all the 
yeflcls for his table, and many belonging to his cook- 
room, being of filver; with divers utenfils of all 
forts, of curious workmanfhip ; whereby the civility 
and magnificpnce of his native country might, among 
all nations, whither he fliould come, be the more 
admired. All things being thus adjufted, captain 
Drake failed out of Plymouth Sound November the 
5th, 1577, about five in the afternoon ; but by а 
fearful ftorm, wherein they fuftained forne damage, 
he was forced to put back again; when, having, in 
few days, fupplied all defeéts, on the 13th of Decem
ber, the farne year, with more favourable winds, 
he once more hoifted his fails and put to fea. He 
avojded, as much as he could, falling in too early 
with the land i and the wind favouring his defign, 
they made none, till the 25th of the farne month 
they feli in with Cape Cautin, on the coaft of Bar- 
bary, and, on the 27dl, came to the ifle of Maga- 
dor, lying one mile diftance from the main, between 
which and the ifle they found а very fafe and conve
nient harbour. Неге the admiral direéted а pinnace 
to be built, having brought, as we obferved, the 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 5 
hulks of four ready framed from England. While 
they were upon this work, forne of the inhabitants 
came to the water-lide fhewing flags of peace: upon 
which the admiral fent out his boat to know their 
minds: one of his men ftayed as а pledge amongft 
them, and tWo of their Company were brought а fliip- 
board. They told him by figns, that the next day 
they would furnifh his fhips with good provifions, 
which civility he rewarded with linen cloth, flioes, 
and а javelin, things very acceptable to them; and fo 
they departed. The next day they came as they had 
promifed, and one of the men, whofe name was Fry, 
leapingoutof the boat amongft them, thinking to 
haVe leaped into the arms of friends, made himfelf 
the prifoner of thofe perfidious wretches, who, 
thréatening to ftab him if he made any refiftance, 
prefently mounted him а horfeback, and carried him 
up into their country; from whence, however, af- 
ter examination, he was fent fafely back.

The pinnace being finilhed, they fet fail Decem
ber the 3oth, and January the iyth they arrived at 
Cape Blanco, where they found а fhip at anchor 
within the cape, having only two mariners in her : 
this fhip they took, and carried her into the harbour, 
where they ftayed four days : in which time the ad
miral muftered his men afhore, to prepare them for 
land, as well as fea-fervice. Неге they took of the 
fifhermen fuch neceflaries as they wanted, and alfo 
one of their barks of about forty ton, leaving behind 
them а little bark of their own. They left this har
bour January the 22d, carrying along with them 
one of the Portuguefe caravels, which was bound to 
the ifles of Cape de Verd for lalt; the mafter of the 
caravel aflured the admiral, that in one of the Cape 
de Verd iflands, called Mayo, there was а good ftore 
of dried cäbritos, or goats, which were every year 
made ready for fuch fhips of the king’s as called 
there. They came to this place January the 2?th ;
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« THE VOYAGE OF
but the inhabitants would drive no trade with them-J 
the king’s orders having pofitively forbade it: yet 
the next day they went to talte а view of the ifland, 
the admiral fending out а Company of men for that 
purpofe. They marched towards the chief place of 
the ifle, and, having travelled through the moun- 
tains for three days, they came thither before day- 
break : they found that the inhabitants were all run 
away, but, as for the country, by the manuring, 
it appeared to be more fruitful, than the other part 
of the ifland. They refted themfelves here а while, 
and banqueted upon delicious grapes, and cocoa- 
nuts, which were in their prime even at that feafon 
of the year, which is the depth of winter with us in 
England.

Having fatisfied themfelves with thefe fruits, they 
marched farther into the ifland, and faw great flore 
of cabritos; but they could take none of them, 
though, if they had pleafed, they might have fur- 
nifhed themfelves with fome that were old, dead, 
and dried, which the people had laid out on purpofe 
for them : but, not caring for the refufe of the ifland, 
they returned to their fhips, with an account of what 
they had fe<_n.

January the 2ift, they went fromhence, and failed 
by the ifle ■ t. Jago; in pafling by which, the people 
difcharged three pieces of cannon at them, but with
out doing mifchief. The ifland is fair and large, 
inhabited by Portuguefe; but the mountains are pof- 
feflèd by the Moors, who, to deliver themfelves from 
flavery, fled to thefe places of refuge, where they 
have fortified themfelves. Before this ifland they 
faw two fhips under fail, one of them which they 
took, and found to be а good prize, laden with wines: 
the admiral retained the pilot, but difcharged the 
fhip and the men, giving them fome viétuals, а butt 
of wine, and their wearing dloaths *.  The fame night

* The reafon of taking thefe Chips was, that at this time Portu
gal was annexed to the crown of Spain.
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. *)  
they came to the ifland Del Fogo, or the Burning 
Ifland, which is inhabited by Portuguefe: on the 
north fide there is а fort of vulcano, that is conti« 
pually belching out fmoke and flame: on the fouth 
fide lies а very delightful ifland, füll of trees ever 
green and flourifhing, and refrefhed with cooling 
ftreams, that pour themlelves out intothefea. Неге 
was no convenient road for their (hips, the fea being 
fo deep, that there was no poflibility of fixing an 
anchor thereabout. Leaving thefe iflands, they 
drew toward the line, being fometimes becalmed 
for а long time together, and, at others, beaten with 
tempefts. They had continually great plenty of fifh, 
as dolphins, bonitos, and flying-fifh, fomeof which 
dropt down into their fhips, and could not rife again, 
becaufe their finny wings wanted moifture.

From the firft day of their departure from the 
iflands of cape Verde, they feiled 54 days without 
fight of land ; and the firft which they faw was the 
coaft of Brafil, in 380 of fouth latitude. April the 
5th, the barbarous people on fhore, having difco- 
vered the fhips, began to ule their accuftomed cere
monies, in order to raife а ftorm to fink their fhips : 
For this purpofe they made great fires, and offered 
forne facrifices to the devil; but atprefent, it feems, 
he was not able to ferve them. April the 7th, they 
had lightning, rain, and thunder -, in which ftorm 
they loft the Company of а little bark, the Chrifto- 
pher; but the 11 th they found her again ; and the 
place where all the fhips, that were difperfed in the 
fearcji of her, met together, the admiral called Cape 
Joy, and here every fhip took in frefti water. The 
country hereabouts was fair and pleafant, the air fweet 
and mild, the foil rieh and fruitful. The inhabirants 
feemed to be only forne herds of wild deer, по others 
being to be feen, though they difeerned the foot- 
fteps of ferne people in the ground. Having weighed. 
anchor, and run а little farther, they foupd а fmall 
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S ‘ THE VOYAGE OF
harbour between а rock and the main, where the 
rock breaking the force of the fea, the fhip rode 
very fafely. Upon this rock they killed feveral feals, 
keeping them for food, and found them wholefome, 
though-not pleafant.

Their next courfe being to 360 of fouth latitude, 
they entered the great river of Plate, and came into 
between 53 and 54 fathom of frefh water $ but, find- 
ing no good harbour there, they put out to fei 
agäin. Sailing on, they came to а good bay; in 
which bay were feveral pretty iflands, one of which 
was ftocked with feals, and the others, for the moft 
part, with fowls, fo that there was no want of any 
provifions, or of good water there. The admiral 
being on Ihore in one of thofe iflands, the people 
came dancing and leaping about him, and were very 
free to trade: but their cuftom was not to take any 
thing from any other perfon, unlefs firft thrown down 
on the ground. They were comely ftrong-bodied 
people, very fwift of foot, and of а brifk lively con- 
ftitution. The Marigold, and the Chriftopher, (be
ing fent to difcover a convenient harbour) returned 
with the happy news of flieh an one ; into which 
they went with all their fhips. Here the feals abound- 
ed to that degree, that they killed more than 200 in 
an hour’s fpace. The natiyes came boldly and con- 
fidently about them, while they were working on 
fhorej their faces were painted, and their apparel 
only а covering of beaft-fkins (with the für on) about 
their waifts, and fomething wreathed about their 
heads. They had bows an eil long, but no more 
than two arrows a-piece. They feemed to be not 
altogether deftitute of martial difeipline, as appeared 
by the method they obferved in,ordering and rang- 
ing their men ; and they gave fufficient proof of 
their agility, by ftealing the admiral’s hat off from 
his very head ; which was а brave prize among them : 
one taking the hat, and another the gold lace that 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 9 
was on it; neither of which could ever be got from 
them again. They were the nation which Magel
lan called Patagons.

Having difpatched all affairs in this place, they 
failed ; and June the 2oth, they anchored in port 
St. Julian, fo called by Magellan. Неге they faw 
the gibbet on which Magellan had formerly executed 
forne of his mutinous Company : and here alfo admi
ral Drake executed one captain Doughty, the moft 
fufpeéted aétion of his life. After which execution, 
Auguft the j 7th, they left St. Julian’s port, and the 
20th feli in with the ftreight of Magellan, going in- 
to the South Sea, The 21 ft they entered the ftreight, 
which they found to lie very intricate and crooked, 
with divers türnings; by which meansj Ihifting 
about fo often, the wind would fometimes be againft 
them, which made their failing very troublefome, 
and not only fo, but dangerous too, efpecially if any 
ludden blafts of wind came: for, though there bfc 
feveral good harbours about, and frelh water enough, 
yet the fea is fo deep, that there is no anchoring 
there, except in forne very narrow river or corner, 
pr between the rocks. There are vaft mountains, 
covered with fnow, that fpread along the land on 
both fides the ftreights; the tops of which mount up 
in the air to а prodigious height, having two or three 
regions of clouds lying in order below them, The 
ftreights are extremely cold, with froft and fnow con- 
tinually : yet the trees and plants maintain a con
flant verdure, and flourilh notwithftanding the feem- 
ing feverity of the weather. At the fouth and eaft 
parts of the ftreight there are various iflands, between 
which the fea breaks into the ftreights, as it does 
into the main entrance : The breadth of it is from 
one league, where it is the narroweft, to two, three, 
or four leagues, which is the wideft ; and the tides 
rife high through the whole.

September the 6th they entered the South Sea at 
the cape or head (hore, and the 7th they were driven 
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io THE VOYAGE OF
by а ftorm back from that entrance more than 200 
leagues longitude, and i° to the fouth of the ftreight; 
from the bay they were driven fouthwards of the 
Streights, in 57° of fouth latitude, where they an- 
chored among the iflands, finding good frefli water, 
and excellent herbs. Not far from hence, they en- 
tered another bay, where they found naked people, 
ranging from one ifland to another in their canoes, 
to feek provifions. Thefe traded with them for 
fuch commodities as they had. Sailing northward 
from hence, they found three illands, in one of 
which was fuch plenty of birds, as is hardly cre*  
dible. Odober the 8th, they loft the Company 
of the fhip, in which was Mr. Winter. Being now 
come to the other mouth of the ftreights, they put 
away towards the coaft of Chili, which the general 
maps place to the fouth-weft, but they found after- 
wards to lie to the north-eaft and eafterly ; fo that 
thofe coafts were either not fully difcovered, or at 
leaft not faithfully defcribed. They proceeded ftill 
in the farne courfe, till, upon the 29th of November, 
they came to the ifle of Mocha, where they caft 
anchor, and the admiral, with ten men, went alhore. 
The people that dwelt there, were fuch as the ex
treme cruelty of the Spaniards had forced from their 
own habitation to this illand, to preferve their lives 
and liberties. They carried themfelves at firft very 
civilly to the admiral and his men, bringing them 
potatoes, and two fat Iheep, promifing alfo to bring 
them water; for which they received forne prefents. 
The next day two men were fent alhore with barrels 
for water; and the natives, having them at an ad- 
vantage, prefently feized them, and knocked them 
on the head. The reafon of this outrage was, be- 
caufe they took them for Spaniards, whom they ne- 
ver fpare when they fall into their hands.

Continuing their courfe for Chili, and drawing 
near the coafts of it, they met an Indian in а canoe, 
who, miftaking them for Spaniards, told them, that 
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SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. ц 
at St. Iago there was a great Spanilh fhip laden for 
Peru. The admiral rewarding him for his intelli
gence, he very readily condufted them where the 
fhip lay at anchor, which was port Val Parifo, in 
33° 40' of fouth latitude. All the men they had in 
her were no more than eight Spaniards and three ne
groes i and they, fuppofing the Englilh to have been 
friends, welcomed them by beat of drum, and in- 
vited them to drink forne Chili wine with them. But 
they, refolving firft to lecure their prize, and then 
drink, immediately boarded the fhip, and, driving 
all the Spaniards under hatches, took poffeffion. 
One of the Spaniards, feeing how they were l'erved, 
defperately leaped overboard, and fwam to the town 
of St. Iago, to give them notice of the coming of the 
Englilh; upon which, all the inhabitants prefently 
quitted the town, and ran away, which they mighc 
quickly do, there not being above nine houfholds in 
the whole town. The admiral and his men entered, 
rifled the town and the chapel, taking out of it а fil
ver chalice, two cruets, and an altar-cloth. They 
found in the town alfo а good cargo of Chili wine, 
and boards of cedar wood ; all which they carried to 
their Ihips. The general then having fet all the pri- 
foners on Ihore, except one, whom he referved for 
his pilot, he left St. Iago, and directed his courfe for 
Lima, the capital of Peru.

■ As they were now at fea, and had both leifure and 
opportunity to examine the particulars of the booty 
taken at St. Iago, they found 25,000 pezoes of pure 
gold of Baldivia, which amounted to fomewhat more 
than 37,000 Spanilh ducats : So, continuing their 
courfe to Lima, they put into the haven of Coquim- 
bo, which lies in 29° 30' S. L. Неге the admiral 
fent fourteen men afhore to fetch water: but the 
Spaniards happening to fpy this fmall Company, and 
being refolved, for the glory of their nation, to un- 
dertake revenge upon fo daring an enemy, they, 
with an army of 360 horfe, and 200 foot attacked 
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12 THE VOYAGE OF
thefe fourteen Englifh ; and, after fome difpute, by 
the help of their guns, made а flaughier of one of 
them, the other thirteen coming back to the fhip. 
After this, the Englifh going again on fhore to bury 
their tjead man, the Spaniards put out а flag of truce; 
but they, believing their fidelity to be no greater 
than their courage, did not care to truft them, and fo 
went off. From hence they came to а port called 
Tarapaxa, where, being landed, they found а Spa
niard afleep upon the fhore, with eighteen bars of 
filver lying by him, which came to about 4000 Spa- 
nifh ducats : they did not difturb the Spaniard’s re- 
pofe, but, taking the filver, left him to take out 
his nap. Not fat from hence, going afhore for wa
ter, they met а Spaniard and an Indian drivingeight 
Peruvian fheep, laden with very fine .filver, every 
fheep having two leather bags (containing fifty pounds 
weight each) on his back. They delivered the poor 
animals from their irkfome burdens, and lodged the 
bags in their own fhips: after which, the Indian and 
Spaniard were permitted to drive on. They failed 
hence to Arica, which is in 8° 30" of fouth latitude ; 
and, in this port, found three fmall barks, which, 
being rifled, yielded them fifty-feven wedges of filver, 
each weighing about tWenty pounds: They took no 
prifoners in the barks ; for the men that belonged 
to them, fearing no ftrangers coming thither, were 
all gone on fhore to make merry amongft themfelves. 
They did not aflault the town, having not ftrength 
enough for it: fo, putting out to fea again, they 
ruet with another little bark laden with linen cloth, 
part of which the admiral took, and fo let her go, 
difdaining to hurt others, where he could do him- 
felf no good.

February the 1 ^th they came to the port of Lima, 
which lies in 11 ° 50х fouth latitude; and, having en- 
tered the haven, found there twelve fail of fhips ly
ing faft at anchor, with all their fails down, without 
watch or guard, their mafters being all drinking and 
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caroufing alhore: examining the contents of thefe 
fhips, they found а cheft füll of rials of plate, great 
ftore of fliks and linen; all which plate they carried 
to their own fhips, with part of the filks and linen. 
The admiral here had notice of another very rich 
fhip, called the Cacafuego, which was gone towards 
Paita, which they purfuing thither, found that btfore 
their arrival, fhe was gone for Panama: but, however, 
though they miffed their intended prize, another 
(which they took in their purfuit of her to Panama) 
paid them the charge of their voyage : For, befides 
the ropes, and other tackling for fhips, which they 
found in her, fhe yielded them eightypounds weight 
of gold, together with а fine crucifix of the farne 
metal, richly adorned with emeralds; all which, with 
forne of the cordage, they feized : but refolving ftill 
to proceed in the purfuit of the Cacafuego, the ad
miral, to encourage his Company, promifed, that 
whoever firft faw her, Ihould have his gold chain for 
а reward; which feli to the fhare of Mr. John Drake, 
who firft defcried her about three o’clock. About 
fix o’clock they came up with her, gave her three 
fhots, ftruck down her mizen, and boarded her. 
They found her füll as rich and valuable as fhe was 
reported to be, having aboard her thirteen chefts füll 
of rials of plate, eighty pounds weight of gold, а 
good quantity of Jewels, and twenty-fix ton of filver 
bars. The place where this prize was taken, was 
called cape San Francifco, about 150 leagues from 
Panama, and in 10 degree of north latitude. Among 
other rich pieces of plate, which they found in this 
fhip, they met with а couple of very large filver 
bowls gilt, which belonged to the pilot of her: the 
admiral, feeing thefe, told him, that he had two 
fine bowls, but he muft needs have one of them; 
which the pilot yielded to, not knowing how to help 
himfelf; and, to make it look lefs like compulfion, 
he prefented the other of them to the admiral’s 
fteward. Having ranfacked the Cacafuego, they 
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caft her off; and, continuing their courfe to the 
weft, they met with а Ihip laden with linen cloth, 
China dilhes, and filks of' the fame country ; the 
owner of it was а Spaniard, then on board, from 
whom the admiral took а falcon, wrought with mafly 
gold, with а great emerald fet in the breaft of it; 
befides this, chufing what he liked of the wares 
aboard this velTel, and feizing the pilot for his own 
fervice, he turned off the Ihip. This pilot brought 
them to the haven of Guatulco, the town adjacent to 
which had but (as he faid) feventeen Spaniards in it: 
having, therefore, put to fhore, they marched di- 
reftly to the town, and fo up to the public hall of 
juftice, where they found а court fitting, and а judge 
ready to pafs fentence upon а parcel of poor negroes, 
that were accufed of а plot to fire the town: but 
the admiral’s coming changed the fcene of affairs at 
this court; for he, beingjudge himfelf, palfed fen
tence upon them all, both judges and criminals, to 
become his prifoners; which fentence was prefently 
cxecuted, and they were all carried away to the fhips. 
Неге he made the chief judge write to the townfmen, 
to keep at a diftance, and not pretend to make any 
refiftance: fo the town being cleared, they ranfacked 
it all over, finding no other valuable plunder than 
about а bulhel of rials of piate; only one of their 
Company took а rieh Spaniard flying out of the town, 
who paid him for his trouble in purfuing him, with 
а gold chain, and fome jewels. Неге the admiral 
letting alhore fome Spanilh prifoners, and his old 
Portuguefe Pilot, whom he took at the ifland of cape 
de Verd, departed hence for the Ifland Canno: while 
they lay here, а certain Spanilh Ihip, bound for the 
Philippine iflands, came in their way, which they 
only lightened of а part of the burden of her mer- 
chandize, and fo difcharged her.

The admiral, now thinking he had, in fome mea- 
fure, revenged both the public injuries of his coun
try, as well as his own private wrongs, upon the Spa
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tüards, began to deliberate upon his return home: 
but which way he fhould take, wae the queftion to be 
refolved : to return by the ftreights of the South Sea, 
he thought would be to throw himfelf into the hands 
of the Spaniards, who would probably there wait 
for him, with а far greater ftrength than he could 
now соре with ; for he had at this time but one fhip 
left, not ftrong, though it was а very rieh one.

All things therefore confidered, he refolved to go 
round to the Moluccas, and fo follow the courfe of 
the Portuguefe, to get home by the cape of Good 
Норе: bur, being becalmed, he found it necef- 
fary to fail more northerly to get а good wind. 
Upon this defign they failed at leaft 600 leagues, 
which was all the way they made from April 16. to 
June 3. June 5, being got into 430 of north lati
tude, they found the air exceffive cold; and the fur- 
ther they went, the feverity of the weather was more 
intolerable: upon which fcore they made toward the 
land, till they came into 380 north latitude, under 
which heighth of the pole they found а very good 
bay, and had а favourable wind to enter the farne. 
Accordingly here they had forne correfpondence 
with the people of the country, whofe houfes lay all 
along upon the water-fide. They fent the admiral 
а prefent of feathers, and cawls of net-work, who 
entertained them with fo mueh kindnefs and libe- 
rality, that the poor people were infinitely pleafed. 
Though the country be cold, у et they fo order the 
matter in the framing their houfes, as to live out 
of danger of ftarving ; for they furround them with 
а deep trench, upon the outmoft edge of which 
they raife up great pieces of timber, which clofe all 
together at the top like the fpire of а fteeple ; their 
bed is the bare ground ftrewed with rufhes, and their 
fire-place in the middle, about which they all lie. 
The men go naked, the women wear а clofê gar- 
æent of bulrufhes, dreffed after the manner of 
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hemp, which, faftened about their middles, hangs 
down to their hips, and upon their fhoulders they 
have а deer’s Ikin but their very good qualities 
make amends for their ordinary drefs and figure, be
ing extremely dutiful to their hufbands. The admi
ral had, quickly after, another prefent from them, 
which was feathers and bags of tobacco; а confider- 
able body of them waiting upon him at the fame 
time: they were all gathered together at the top of 
an hill, from whence their fpeaker harangued the ad
miral, who lay below in his tent pitched at the bot
tom of the hill: when this was ended, they left their 
weapons, and came down, offering their own pre- 
fents, and, at the farne time, civilly returning thefe 
which the admiral had made them. All the while, 
the women who remained above, poflèfled with а 
mad fury, tore their hair, and made dreadful howl- 
ings, which is the common mufic at their facrifices, 
fomething of which nature was then folemnizing. 
The men below were better employed, attending 
very diligently to divine fervice, then performed in 
the admiral’s tent. Thefe circumftances, though 
trivial in themfelves, are of confequence in aflerting 
our firft difcovery of California.

The news of the Englifh being there, having 
fpread about in the country, there came two ambaf- 
fadors to the admiral, to teil him, that the king was 
coming to wait upon him, and defired a token of 
peace to aflure his fafe conduft. The admiral hav
ing given this, the whole train began to march to- 
wards them, and that in very good and graceful or
der : in the front came а very comely perfon, hear
ing the Sceptre before the king, upon which hung 
two crowns, and three chains of а very great length: 
the crowns were made of ntet-work, and artificially 
wrought with feathers of many colours, and the 
chains were made of bones. Next to the fceptre- 
bearer came the king himfelf, а very comely proper 
perfon, lliewing an air of majefty in all his deport- 

ment;



SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 17 
inent i he was furrounded by а guard of tall martial- 
iooking men, who were all clad in fkins. Next to 
thefe came the common people, having, to make the 
finer fhew, painted their faces, forne whité*  forne 
black, and fomé of other colours; and all with their 
arms full of prefents, even the very children not ex- 
ceptéd. The admiral drew up all his men in line of 
battle, and ftood ready to receive theta within his 
fortifications: at forne diftance from him, the whole 
train made A halt, and kept а profound filence, at 
which time the fceptre- bearer made а fpeech of half 
an hour long. This beirig ended, the farne officer*  
of а Spëech-maker, became а dancing-mafter, and, 
ät the fame time, ftruck up а fong, in both which hé 
Vvas follöwéd by king, lords, and comtnon people*  
who came fin'ging and dancing up to the Admiral’s 
fences. Being all fet down there, after fome pre- 
liminafy compliments, the king made а folemn offer 
öf his whole kingdom, and its dependences, to 
the admiral, defiring him to take the fovereignty 
tipon him; and profeffing, that he himfelf would bé 
his Very loyal fubjeét: and, that this might not 
feem to bé mere compliment and pretence, he did, 
by the confent of his nobles there prefent, take ofr 
the illuftrious crown of feathers from his own head*  
and fix it upon the admiral’s; and, at the fame time*  
inveftirig him with the other enfigns of royalty, did*  
äs much as ih him lay, taake him king of thé coun
try. The admiral accepted of his neW-offered dig- 
hity, as her majcfty’s reprefentative, in her name*  
and for her ufe; it being probable, that from this 
donation, whether made in jeft or in éarneft, by thefe 
Indians, fome real advantages might hereafter re- 
dound to the Englifh nation and intereft in thofe 
parts. The common people difperfed themfelves up 
and down every-whefe amongft the admiral’s terits, 
cxpreffihg an admiration and value for the Englifh, 
to the degree of madnefs and profanenefs; coming 
before them with facrifices*  which they pretended to
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offer with а profound devotion to them, till they, by 
force, kept them back, expreffing their utmoft ab- 
horrence of them; and direfted them to the Supreme 
Maker and Preferver of all things, whom alone 
they ought to honour with religious worfiiip. The 
admiral ånd his people travelled to forne diftance up 
in the country, whichthey found to be extremely füll 
of deer, which were large and fat, and very often 
1000 in а herd. There was alfo fuch а vaft pien ty 
of rabbets, that the whole country feemed to be one 
intire great warren; they were of the bignefs of а 
Barbary coney, their heads like thofe in our parts, 
their feet like а mole’s, and their tail refembling that 
of а rat 5 under the chin of each fide is faftened а 
bag, into which the creature injeéts what food it gets 
abroad, and preferves it for a time of necefllty. The 
flefh of them is a valuable difh among the natives, 
and their fkins affbrd robes for the king, and äll the 
great men. The earth of the country feemed to 
promife very rich veins of gold and filver, there be- 
ing hardly any digging without throwing up forne of 
the ores of them. The admiral called it Nova Al
bion, partly in honour to his own country, and partly 
from the profpecl of white Cliffs and Banks, which 
it yields to them that view it from the fea. At his 
departure hence, he fet up a monument with a large 
piate, upon which were engraven her majefty’s name, 
piéture, arms, title to the country, the time of their 
arrival there, and the admiral’s own name. In this 
copntry the Spaniards had never fet footing, nor did 
they ever difcover the land by many degrees to the 
Southward of this place.

Sailing from hence, they loft fight of land till 
Oétober 13, upon which day in the morning they 
feil in with certain iflands in 8° of north latitude; 
from whence they met а great number of canoes 
coming laden with cocoas, and other fruit: thefe 
canoes were hollowed within with а great deal of 
art, and looked fmooth and Ihining without like bur- 
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nilhed horn; the prow and ftern both yielded inwards, 
circlewife; on each fide of them lay two pieces of 
timber, about а yard and an half long, more or lefs, 
as the veflel was bigger or lefs; they were of а con- 
fiderable height, and, for fbew, fet off in the infide 
with white ftiells: the people that were in them, had 
the lower part of their ears cut round, and ftretched 
down а confiderable way upon their cheeks, by the 
weight of thofe things they hang in them. They 
feemed to defign their nails for weapons, letting 
them grow a full inch in length. Their teeth are as 
black as pitch ; and they have а way to preferve 
them, by eating of an herb, with а fort of powder*  
which they ever carry about with them for that pur- 
pofe. Oktober 18, they cäme to feveral other iflands; 
fome of which appeared to be very populous, and 
continued their courfe by the iflands of Tagulada, 
Zelon, and Zewarra; the firft of which had good 
ftore of cinnamon, and the inhabitants of all of them 
werefriends tothe Portuguefe. The admiral, without 
making any delay, fteered the fame courfe ftill. No
vember the i4th, they feil in with the Moluccas, and, 
jntending for Tiridore, as they coafted along the 
ifland Mutyr, which belongs to the king of Ternate*  
they met his viceroy, who, feeing the admiral’s fliip, 
without fear came aboard him. He advifed the ad
miral by no means to profecute his voyage to Tiri
dore, but to fail direétly for Ternate, becaufe his 
mafter was а very great enemy to the Portuguefe, and 
would have nothing to do with them, if they were 
at all concerned with Tiridore, or that nation, who 
were fettled there. The admiral, upon this, refolved 
upon Ternate; and early next morning came to an 
anchor before the town : he fent а meflenger to the 
king with а velvet cloak, as а prefent, and to aflure 
him, that he came thither with no defign, but purely 
that of trading in his country. The viceroy alfo by 
this time had been with the king, and difpofed him 
to entertain а very favourable opinion of the Eng- 
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lifh ■, which wrought fo far, that the king returned а 
Very civil and obliging anfwer to the admiral’s mef- 
fage, afluring him, that а friendly correfpondence 
with the Englilh nation was highly pleafing to him ; 
that his whole kingdom Ihould lie open to them, and 
whatever it yielded Ihould be at their fervice ; and, 
moreover that he was ready to lay himfelf, and his 
kingdom, at the foot of ib glorious а princefs, as was 
the queen, whom they lerved, and to make her his 
lbvereign, as well as theirs : and, in token of this, 
he fent the admiral а fignet, carrying it, befides, 
with а very great refpeét to the Englilh meflenger, 
who went to court, and had been received there with 
much pomp and ceremony. The king, having а 
mind to make the admiral а vifit on fhip-board, fent 
beforehand four large canoes, filled with the moft 
dignified perlons about him ■, they were all drefled in 
white lawn, and had an exceeding large umbrella of 
very fine perfumed mats, borne up with а frame 
made of reeds, fpreading over their heads, from one 
end of the canoe to another ; their fervants, clad in 
white, ftood about them; and, without thefe, were 
ranks of foldiers placed : in order, on both fides their 
martial men, were placed the rowers, in certain well- 
contrived galleries, which lay three of а fide all along 
the canoes, and were decently raifed ohe above the 
other, each gallery containing eighty rowers. Thefe 
canoes were furnifhed too with all warlike provifions, 
and the foldiers well accoutred, having all manner of 
weapons, both offenfive and defenlive. Rowing 
near the fhip, they all paid their reverences to the 
admiral, in great order, one after another; and told 
him, that the king had fent them to conduót him 
into а iafer road than that he was in atprefent. Soon 
after came the king himfelf, attended by fix grave 
antient perfons : he feemed to be much pleafed with 
the Englilh mufic, and much more with the Englilh 
generofity, which the admiral exprefled to the full in 
very large prefents made to him, and his nobles.
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The king promifed the next day to come aboard again, 
and that farne night fent them in ftore of provifions; 
as rice, hens, fugar, cleves, а fort of fruit they call 
frigo and fago, which is а meal they make out of 
the tops of trees, melting in the mouth like fugar, 
but tafting like а four curd j but yet, when made 
up into cakes, will keep fo as to be very fit for eat- 
ing at ten years end. The king came not aboard ac- 
cording to his promife, but fent his brother toexcufe 
him, and withal to invite the admiral afhore, and to 
be а pledge for his fafe return : The admiral declined 
going himfelf, but fent forne gentlemen of his reti- 
nue, in Company of the king’s brother, and kept the 
viceroy till their return. They were received afhore 
by another brother of the king’s, and feveral of the 
nobles, and conduéted in great ftate to the caftle, 
where there was а court of at leaft one thoufand per
fons, the principal of which was the council, to the 
numberof fixty, very grave perfons, and fourTurkifh 
envoys, in fcarlet robes and turbans, who were there 
to negotiate in matters of trade between Conftanti- 
nople and Ternate : the king came in, guarded by 
twelve lances, а glorious canopy, embroidered with 
gold, being carried over his head. Не had а loofe 
robe of cloth of gold hung about him, his legs bare, 
but fhoes of cordovan upon his feet j he had circlets 
of gold wreathed up and down in his hair, and а 
large chain of the lame metal about his neck, and 
very fair jewels upon his fingers. А page ftood at 
the right hand of his chair of ftate, biowing the cool 
air upon him with а fan two foot in length, and one 
broad, curioufly embroidered and adorned with fa- 
phires, faftened to а ftaff three foot long, by which 
the page moved it. He kindly received the Englifti 
gentlemen,, and, having heard their meflage, fent 
one of his Koncil to condudt them back to' their 
fhips. He is а potent prince, and has feventy iflands 
under him, befides Ternate, which is itfelf the beft
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of all the Moluccas. His religion, and that of his 
country, is Mahometanifm.

After this, the admiral, having difpatched all his 
aflairs here, weighed anchor, and put off from Ter- 
nate, failing to а ljttle ifland fouthward of the Ce
lebes, where they ftaid twenty-fix days. This ifland 
is extremely woody; the trees are of а large, high 
growth, ftrait, and without boughs, except af top, 
and the leaves fomething like our Englifh broom. 
Here they obferved а fort of fliining flies, in great 
multi tudes, no bigger than the common fly in Eng
land, which fkimming up and down in the air, be- 
tween the trees and bufhes, made them appear as if 
they were burning. Here are bats alfo as big as 
hens, and а fort of land cray-fifh, which dig holes in 
the egrth like conies, and are fo large, that one of 
them will plentifully dine four perfons. Setting fail 
from hence, they defigned to have run for the Mo
luccas •, bur, having а bad wind, and being amongft 
å parcel of iflands, with much difficulty they re
covered the mouth of Celebes ; where, being not 
able, for contrary winds, to continue а weftern 
courfe, they altered to the fouthward again; which 
they found very hazardous, by reafon of the fhoals 
that lie thick among the iflands. This they proved 
by а dangerous, and almoft fatal experiment, on 
Jan. 9, 1579, when they ran upon а rock, in which 
they ftuck faft from eight at night to four in the 
afternoon of the next day. In this diftrefs, they 
lighter.ed their (hip upon the rock of three ton of 
cloves, eight pieces of ordnance, and forne provi- 
fions ; very quickly after which, the wind chopping 
about from the ftarboard to the larboard of the fhip, 
they hoifted fail; and the happy gale, at that mo
ment, intirely difengaged them from the incum- 
branc.es of the rock. February 18, thej-feil in with 
the fruitful ifland Baratene, having>- ift the mean 
time, fuffered much by winds and fhoals. The 
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people of it are of а comely proportion in their 
bodies, but of а far more beautiful difpofition of 
mind, being very civil ånd courteous to ftrangers, 
and pun&ually juft in all their dealings. The men 
cover only their heads and their loins ; but the wo- 
men, from the waift down to the foot: Befides 
which, they load their arms with large heavy brace- 
lets of bone, brafs and horn. Linen cloth is а very 
good commodity here; thefe people being fond 
of it, to make girdles and rolis for their heads. 
The ifland affords gold, filver, copper, fulphur, 
nutmeg, ginger, long-pepper, lemons, cucumbers, 
cocoas, frigo; fago, &c. particularly а fort of fruit, 
in bignefs, form, and hulk, refembling а bayberry, 
hard, but pleafantly tafted, and, when boiled, is 
foft and of good eafy digeftion : in fhort, except 
Ternate, they met with no place that yielded greater 
plenty of all comforts for human life than this ifland 
did.

Leaving Baratene, they failed for Java major, 
where they met with а courteous and honourable 
entertainment likewife: The ifland is governed by 
five kings, who live in perfeót good underftanding 
with each other. They had once four of their ma- 
jefties on Ihip-board at а time; and the Company of 
two or three of them very often. The Javans are а 
ftout and warlike people, go well armed, with 
fwords, targets, and daggers, all of their own manu- 
fafture, very curious, both as to the falhion and 
temper of the metal, They wear Turkifh turbans 
on their heads; the upper part of their body is na- ■ 
ked ; but, from the waift downwards, they have а 
pintado of flik, trailing on the ground, of that co- 
Jour which pleafes them beft. They manage their 
women quite after another rate than the Moluccans 
do; for thefe latter will hardly let а ftranger fee 
them, whereas the former are fo far from that nicety, 
that they will very civilly offer а traveller а bedfel- 
low. And, as they are thus civil and hofpitable to 
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ftrangers, fo they are pleafant and fociable among 
themfelves; for in eyery village they have а public 
houfe, where they will meet, and bring their feveraj 
fhares of provifions, joining all their forces together 
jn one great feaft, for the keeping up good fellow- 
fhip amongft the King’s fubjeóts. They have а way 
peculiar to themfelves of boiling rice; they put it 
into an earthen pot, which is of а conical figure, 
open at the greater end, and perforated all over. Іц 
the mean time, they provided another large earthen 
pot full of boiling water, into which they put this 
perforated vefiel, with the rice, which fwelling, and 
filling the holes of the pot, but а fmall quantity of 
wafer can enter. By this fort of boiling, the rice is 
brought to а yery firm confiftency, and, at laft, is 
caked into а fort of bread; of which, with butter, 
oil, fugar, apd fpices, they make feveral very plea- 
fint kinds of food. The French difeafe prevails 
among them in this ifland; but, inftead of fetching 
out the poiipn by а falivation, they do it by а fort of 
perfpiration through all the pores of the body, and 
that by fitting naked in the fun for fome hours, whofe 
fcorching rays open thofe pafiages, and give free 
vent to the noxious particles to difcharge themfelves. 
The admiral here had news of fome great fhips that 
lay not far oft'; fo, not knowing what they might 
prove, he would ftay no longer. From hence they 
failed for the Cape of Good Hope, which was the 
firft land they feil in withal, neither did they touch 
fLt any other till they came to Sierra Leona, upon 
the coaftof Guinea. They pafled the cape June 18, 
and, by the pleafure of the voyage that way, found 
how much the Portuguefe had abufed the world in 
the fifife reprefentations of the horrors and dangers 
pf it. July 22, they arrived at Sierra Leona, where 
they found great ftore of elephants.

After two days ftay, which they fpent in wooding, 
yyatering, and taking in refrefhments, they failed 
front thence. July 25, they found themfelves un-
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der the tropic of Cancer, being then 50 leagues off 
the néareft land. On the .22d of the fame month, 
they were in the height of the Canaries; but, being 
(uf^ciently ftocked with all neceffaries, they made no 
ftay there, but continued their voyage to Plymouth, 
where they arrived on Monday September 26, 1580, 
but, according to their account, it was Sunday. In 
this circum-navigatiqn of the globe he fpent two 
years, tpn months, and а few days. The report of 
his return was very foon fpread through the king- 
dom ; and as that was an age when virtue might be 
faid to be in falhion, it made а great noife, efpecially 
among fuch as affeóted to diftinguilh themfelves 
either as the patrons of arms, or arts, all of them 
ftriving to exprefs their fenfe of his worth, by the 
praifes, and other teftimonies of regard, which they 
paid to captain Drake.

It was not, however, reafonable to expeft, that 
fo bold and brave an aftion, attended likewife by 
fuch vaft applaufe, fhould pafs altogether uncenfured; 
and therefore vze need not be furprifed, that there 
were many who endeavoured to give а wrong colour 
to this gallant aétion. They gave out, that his fur- 
rounding the globe ferved only to amufe common 
minds, and that the main bufinefs of his voyage was 
plunder, of which, they faid, he had acquired enough 
to exempt the nation from taxes for feven years j 
that as there was no war proclaimed againft Spain, it 
was а dangerous thing to own fuch an adventurer, 
fince the public might come to pay dear for the 
prizes he had taken : that our merchants had great 
effeéts in Spain, and therefore realbn to doubt, that 
а handle might be taken tofeizeour merchants goods 
to make good his depredations. Thefe objeétions 
really weighed much with forne people, and others 
thought fit to countenance them, though they did 
not believe them. The Spanifh embaffador alfo at- 
tacked him by very warm memorials, his party ftiling 
Jiim the Malier Thief of theunknown world. The 
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friends and patrons of captain Drake, however, who 
found themfelves wounded through his fides, took 
abundance of pains to vindicate his conduét; alled g- 
ing, on his behalf, that he had the queen’s commif- 
fipn to juftify his making reprifals; that the more 
wealth he had brought home, the more the nation 
was obliged to him •, that the Spaniards had already 
done us very great injuries, and therefore they had 
more reafon to fear us, than we them; that, in fine, 
if the king of Spain had а mind to feize our mer- 
chants effeéls, the public would do well to receive 
this Indian treafure by way of equivalent; and that, 
if they di,d not, it would break the fpirit of that fort 
of men, who were otherwile moft like to break the 
fpirits cf the Spaniards. Such were the reafonings 
on both fides, while the thing remained in fufpenfe, 
as if queen Elizabeth intended to hear every body’s 
fentiments, before fhe decided the merits of fo great 
a caufe.

Things remained for а confiderable time in this 
fituation, during which captain Drake, no doubt, 
was extremely uneafy, as not knowing, whether, af- 
ter all his toils abroad, he might not be declared а 
pirate at home. There is however reafon to believe, 
that the queen delayed to difclofe her fentiments 
from motives of true policy, as inclining to fee what 
effefts this conduól of hers might have had upon the 
court of Spain, which was certainly withheld from 
meddling fo far as was otherwife intended in her af- 
fairs, by the hopes of drawing fo great а treafure 
out of our hands ; and, to keep them in this hope, 
fhe very artfully confented to part with forne fmall 
fums to Mendoza the Spanifh agent. At laft, when 
things were come to а crifis, the queen threw off the 
veil at once ; and notice being given to captain 
Drake of her intention, lhe, on the 4_th of April 
1581, went on board his fhip at Deptford, where 
fhe was magnificently entertained; and, after dinner, 
was gracioufly pleafèd to confer the honour of knight- 

hood
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hood on captain Drake; telling him, at the fame 
time, that his aétions did him more honour than his 
title. There was а prodigious croud attended her 
majefty upon this occafion, fo that they broke down 
the bridge laid from the fhore to the fhip, by that 
time fhe was got on board it; у et of 200 perfons, 
who by this accident feil into the Thames, not one 
was either drowned or hurt, which her majefty was 
pleafed to attribute to the fortune of Sir Francis 
Drake. After this public approbation of the fove- 
reign, all ranks of people redoubled their congratu- 
lations 5 and Sir Francis Drake himfelf is faid thence- 
forward to have given for his device the terraqueous 
globe, with this motto, Tu primus circumdedifti те, i. e. 
Thou firft encompajfed те ; but not excluding his for
pier motto, Divino auxilio, i. e. By the help of God.

This fhip was preferved many years at Deptford, 
as а very great curiofity; and when it was almoft en- 
rirely decayed, а chair was made out of it, and fent 
as а prefent to the univerfity of Oxford, where it is 
ftill to be feen.

THE
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V O Y А G E round the W O R L D,

PERFORMED BY

Captain WILLIAM DAMPIER.

CAptain William Dampier was defcended from а 
very reputable family in Somerfetlhire, where 

he was born in the ycar 1652 ; and, during the life- 
time of his father and mother, had fuch an educa- 
tion,. as was thought requifite to fit him for a trade. 
Bur, lofing both his parents while he was very young, 
thofe, who had the care of him afterwards, tinding 
him of а roving difpofition, and ftrongly inclined to 
go to fea, refolved to comply with his humour in this 
refpedl; and, about the year 1669, bound him to а 
mafter of а fhip who lived at Weymouth in Dorfet- 
fhire, with whom he made а voyage to France the 
farne year, and, in the next, went to Newfound
land. He was fo pinched by the feverity of that 
dimate, that, on his return, he went home to his 
friends in the country, having loft much of that eager- 
nefs, with which he had been pofièffed for going to 
fea. This, however, foon returned, on his hearing 
of an outward-bound Eaft India fhip, which was 
fpeedily to fail from the port of London ; and there- 
upon, in. the latter end of the year 1670, he came 
up to town, and entered himfelf before the maft on 
board the John and Martha of London, captain 
Earning commander, with whom he made а voyage 
to Bantam in the ifland of Java, and back; by which 
he acquired а great deal of experience. He re

turned



THE VOYAGE, &c. 24
turned into England in January 1672, and retired to 
his brother’s houfe in Somerfetlhire, where he ftaid 
all the next lummer. ' In 1673, he entered himfelf 
on board the Royal Prince, commanded by the fa- 
mous Sir Edward Spragge, and was in two engage
ments againft the Dutch that lummer; but, falling 
fick, was put on board an hofpital-lhip а day or two 
before the laft engagement, in which that brave Eng- 
lifh feaman was killed, and which Mr. Dampier faw 
only at а diftance. After this, he went down again 
to his brother’s in Somerfetlhire, where, meeting 
with one colonel Hellier, who had а large eftate in 
Jamaica, he was perfuaded by him to go over to 
that ifland, where he was to be employed in the ma
nagement of it. With this view, he failed from the 
river Thames in the fpring of the year 1674; and 
refided fomewhat more than а year at Jamaica; 
where, not liking the life of а planter, he, at thé 
perfuafion of one captain Hodfell, engaged himfelf 
among the logwood-cutters, and embarqued in Au- 
guft 1675 for Campeachy, where he refided for fome 
time, and followed that employment diligently, tho*  
he underwent many and great hardlhips, before he 
had an opportunity of returning to Jamaica, which 
he did in the end of the year. In the February fol- 
lowing, he embarqued again for Campeachy, being 
now better provided for the trade of logwood-cutter 
than before. He continued here а good while, and 
acquainted himfelf perfeétly with the männer of Cut
ting logwood, and trading in it; which enabled him 
to form forne projefts for advancing his fortune: 
This, however, made it necelfary for him to return 
firft to Jamaica, and then to England, where he ar- 
rived on board а flii.p commanded by one captain 
Loader, in the month of Auguft 1678. It was this 
new fcene of life in the bay of Campeachy, that in- 
troduced him to the acquaintance of fome Bucca- 
neers, and gave him а notion of that fort of life, 
in which he afterward engaged, and of which, it 

is
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is certain, he was afterwards very much 
This was probably the reafon, that he 
cealed many circumftances, with which,

alhamed. 
has con- 
however, 

the world has been made acquainted by others, who 
had not, perhaps, the fame reafons for keeping them 
fecret. But to proceed with the hiftory of our au- 
thor’s adventures.

In the fpring of the year 1679, he embarked on 
board the Loyal Merchant, of London, commanded 
by captain Knapman, bound for Jamaica, where he 
arrived in the latter end of April, the fame year, 
with an intent to have provided himfelf in fuch man
ner, as might have fet him up for а complete log- 
wood-cutter, and trader in the bay of Campeachy. 
But he afterward changed his refolution, and laid 
out the beft part of what he was worth in the pur- 
chafe of a fmall eftate in Dorfetfhire, of а perfon he 
knew to have а good title; and then made an agree- 
ment with one Mr. Hobby, to take а trip to the 
Continent before he went for England. Soon after 
their fetting out, they came to an anchor in Nigral 
bay, at the weft end of Jamaica : They found there 
the captains Coxon, Sawkins, Sharpe, and other pri- 
vateers, with whom all Mr. Hobby’s men prelently 
agreed to go, and left nobody with him but our au- 
thor •, who, believing that his affiftance could not do 
him much good, confented to go along with them 
too. At the clofe of the year 1679, they fet out: 
their firft expedition was againft Porto-Bello, which 
being accomplifhed, they took а refolution to crofs 
the ifthmus of Darien, in order to purfue their de- 
figns in the South Seas. On April 5, 1680, they 
landed near Golden Ifland, being between 3 and 400 
ftrong, carrying with them fuch provifions as were 
neceffary, and toys togratify thefree Indians, through 
whole country they pafled. In about nine days time 
they arrived at Santa Maria, which they took with
out much difficulty, but found there neither gold 
nor provifions, as they expeóted ; fo they ftaid there

6 only
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only three days, and then embarked on board canoes, 
and other fmall craft, for the South Seas. On April 
23, they were in fight of Panama; and, having in 
vain attempted Puebla Nova, before which captain 
Sawkins, then aéting as commander in chief, was 
killed, they went off to the ides of Quibo. On 
June 6, they failed from thence for the coaft of Peru; 
and, touching at the iflands of Gorgonia and Plata, 
they came to Ylo, which they took in the month of 
Oétober. About Chriftmas, the farne year, they ar- 
rived in the ifland of Juan Fernandez, which was 
the fartheft they went towards the South : there they 
depofed captain Bartholomew Sharpe, who had the 
chief command after the death of Sawkins, and made 
choice of one captain Watling to command, under 
whom they attempted Arica. Here they were repulfed 
with the lofs. of twenty-eight men, among whom was 
theirnewcommandercaptain Watling; when they fail
ed for fome time without any commander; but, arriv- 
ing in the ifland of Plata, their crew fplit into two 
faétions; when it was refolved, before they proceeded 
to the choice of а commander, that the majority, 
with their new captain, fliould keep the fhip, and 
the minority fliould content themfelves with the ca
noes and fmall-craft. Upon the poll, captain Sharpe 
was reftored, and Mr. Dampier, who had voted 
againft him, prepared, with his aflbciates, to return 
over land into the North Seas.

On April 17, 1681, they quitted captain Sharpe, 
and, without acknowleging any commander, refolved 
to profecute their delign of repafling the ifthmus, 
though they were but forty-feven men in all. This 
was one of the boldeft undertakings that ever came 
into the head of defperate men, and yet they per- 
formed it without any confiderable lofs. On May r, 
they landed on the Continent; paft the ifthmus in 
twenty-three days; and, on the 24th, embarked on 
board captain Triftrian, а French privateer, with 
whom they joined а fleet of thofe fort of people,

i con-
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confifting of nine veffels, on board of which weré 
near 600 men. This was а very great force, and 
they flattered themfelves with the hopes of doing great 
things againft the Spariiards : but through variety of 
accidents, though cniefly through the difagreemenc 
among their Commanders, they were able to do very 
little, except that thefe people, who camc over land^ 
made themfelves malters of а tartan ; and, putting 
themfelves under the command of captain Wright, 
continued cruizing along the Spänilh coaft, qüite 
down to the Dutch fettlement of Curacoa. Herd 
they endeavoured to feil а goöd quantity of fugar, 
which they had taken on board а Spanifh fhip ; but, 
failing in thät defign, they profecuted their voyäge to 
Tortugas, and from thence to theCaracca coaft, where 
they took three barks, one laden with hidés, anothef 
with European commodities, ånd the third with 
earthen-ware and brandy. With thefe prizes they 
proceeded to the ifland of Roca, where they fhared 
them, and then refolved to feparate, though they 
were but fixty in all: of thefe, about twenty, among 
whom our author was, took one of the barks, and, 
with their lhare of the goods, proceeded direftly fot 
Virginia, where they arrived in the month of July 
1682. There they continued for forne time, atid 
then the beft part of them made а voyage to Caro
lina, from whence they once more came back to Vir
ginia; and, having ipent the beft part of their 
wealth, were now ready to enter on any fcheme that 
could be propofed for getting more; nor was itlong 
before fuch an opportunity offered. Captain Cooke 
coming thither with а prize, and declaring his refo- 
lution to go into the South Seas, and cruife upon the 
Spaniards ; Mr. Dampier, whofe old acquaintance he 
was, and who knew him to be an able commandet, 
readily agreed to go with him, and brought moft of 
his companions into a like difpofition-, which was 
of greater confequence to that commander, as itfur- 
‘nilhed him with one-third of his whole Company. In

2 this
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this voyage it was that captain Cowïey adled as maf- 
ter, though he was not trufted with the true defign. 
They failed from Achamack in Virginia, Auguft 23, 
1683, and fteered their courfe for the Cape de Verd 
iflands. In their pafiage they niet with а violent 
{form, which lafted а whole week. We have now 
feen our author embarked ; the remainder of his 
voyage fhall be given in his own manner.

The Ide of Salt, fays captain Dampier, is fituated 
in іб° latitude, and in 190 33' longitude weft from 
the Lizard in England, к is in length from north 
to fouth nine leagues, and in breadth about two 
leagues; has abundance of falt ponds, (whence it de
rives its name) but no trees or grafs that ever I faw, 
Some few poor goats feed upon fhrubs near the fea- 
fide. I have alfo feen forne wild fowl here, and efpe- 
cially the Flamingos, а reddifh fowl, of the fhape of 
а heron, but much larger, living in ponds, or muddy 
places: we (hot about fourteen of them, though they 
are very fhy : their nefts they build with mud, in the 
fhallow places in ponds or (landing waters •, thefe 
they raife up like hillocks, tapering to the top, two 
feet above the furface of the water, where they leave 
а hole to lay their eggs in, which when they do, or 
are hatching them, they ftand with their long legs 
in the water clofe to the hillocks, and fo cover the 
hollownefs only with their rumps ; for, if they (hould 
fit down on them, the weight of their bodies would 
break them. The young ones cannot fly, nor do 
they come to their true colour or (hape, till they are 
ten or eleven months old, but run very faft: their 
flefli is lean and black, but not ill tafted : They have 
large tongues, and, near the root of them, а piec^ 
of fat, which is accounted а great dairity. I faw, at 
another time, great ftore of thefe birds at the ifle of 
Rio la Hacha, near the continent of America, oppo- 
fite to Curacad, but never Could fo fully obfervé 
their nefts, or young ones, as here. We found qot 
above five or fix men in the ifland of fait j the chief

VpL. UI. P brqught 
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brought us three or four poor goats •, in return for 
which, and forne falt we bought of him, we gave 
him forne old cloaths.

We failed from the ide of Salt to St. Nicholas, an- 
other of the Cape Verd illes, twenty-two leagues 
wert fouth-weft. From thence we came to an an- 
chor on the fouth-eaft fide. It is of а triangular form, 
the longeft fide to the eaft being thirty leagues in 
length, and the other two twenty each: near the 
diore it is rocky and barren; but has forne valleys 
farther in the country, which produce vines and 
grafs. The chief of the ide, with two or three 
gentlemen, brought forne of the wine aboard us, 
which was of a pale colour, and tafted like Madeira 
wine, but was а little thick: they told us, that the 
principal village was in а valley, fourteen miles from 
the bay, where we then were, and contained about 
i oo families •, they were of а dark fwarthy com- 
plexion. After having fpent five or fix days here in 
digging of wells for frelh water, we failed to Mayo, 
another of the Cape de Verd idands, forty miles eaft 
by fouth from the laft, where we came to an anchor 
to the north-weft fide of it. We would have pro- 
vided ourfelves with lorne beef and goats here, but 
they would not let our men come alhore •, becaufe 
one Captain Bond, а Briftol man, had, not long be
töre, carried off forne of the chief inhabitants under 
the farne pretence. This ide is but fmall, and the 
coaft füll of dioals; yet has а confiderable commerce 
in falt and cattle *.

From the Cape Verd ides we fteered our courfe to 
the fouth wifch an eaft north-eaft wind direftly to the 
ftreights of Magellan ; but at io° north latitude, the 
wind biowing hard at fouth by weft, and fouth fouth- 
weft, wedirected our courfe to the Guinea coaft, and 
came in а few days to an anchor at the mouth of 
Sherborough river, where there is an Englifti faétory

• See aparticular defcription of the Cape Verd iflands, in captain 
Roberts's Voyage, to be found in vol. z.

j fouth
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fouth of Sierra Leona, which drives а confiderable trade 
with camwood, yielding а red colour, ufed by the 
dyers. Not far from the (hore we faw а pretty large 
village, inhabited by negroes; the houfes were low, 
except one in the middle, where they entertained us 
with palm-wine, and brought aboard good йоге of 
rice, fowls, honey, and fugar-canes. About the middle 
of November we prolecuted our voyage to the 
ftreights of Magellan j but, as foon as we got out to 
fea, we met with tornadoes, three or four in а day, 
which, together with calms, made us advance but 
flowly, the wind veering at intervals to the fouth and 
by eaft, and fouth fouth-eaft, till we were paft the equi- 
noótial line, about а degree to the eaft of the Ifleof St. 
Iago. After we werecome r° to the fouth of the line, 
the wind turned to the eaft, which made us fteerfouth- 
weft by weft; and, the farther we got to the fouth, the 
wind increafed upon us from the eaft. At 30 fouth 
latitude, we had the wind at fouth-eaft •, and at 5’ 
at fouth-eaft, where it held а confiderable time, and 
carried us the 18th of January, 1684, to 36° of fouth 
latitude, without any remarkable accident. The fea 
hereabouts being of а palifli colour, we thought to 
have found ground with our line, but found none 
at 100 fathom. At noon I computed to be 48° 50' 
weft from theLizard, the variation 15° 50'. January 
28, we made three ifles of Sebald de Weert, in 51*  
25'fouth latitude, and 570 28" longitude, weft from 
the Lizard of England, the variation 33° 10'. We 
came to an anchor within two cables length of the fhore 
of the furthermoft of thofe three iflands, where we 
found foul rocky ground, and the ifland barren, and 
deftitute- of trees, but forne dildo-bufhes growing 
near the fea-fide. We faw the farne day vaft fhoals 
of fmall red lobfters, no bigger than one’s finger j 
but were perfeélly like our lobfters, except in their 
colour.

As wé found neither fafe anchoring nor frefh wa
ter at thofe ifles, we made the beft of our way to-

D 2 ward
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ward the ftreights of Magellan. February i, we 
came iri fight of the ftreight leMairé, which we found 
very narrow, wich high land on both fides. The 
wind at north north-weft, we failed with а brifk gale 
till within four miles of the mouth, where, being 
becalmed, we found а very ftrong tide fetting out of 
the ftreights to the north ; but whether it flowed or 
ebbed we were not able to diftinguifh ; becaufe it 
ran all ways, breaking on all fides, and toffing our 
Ihip at fuch а rate, as I never faw before or fince. 
At eight o’clock at night we failed with а weft north- 
weft wind to the eaft, in order to fail round the States 
Ifle •, at the eaft end of which, anchoring the 7th at 
noon, we found ourfelves at 45°- 52' fouth latitude. 
At this end are three fmall rocky iflands, white with 
the dung of birds. We fteered to the fouth, in 
order to fail round to the fouth of Cape Horn, the 
fouthermoft point of Terra del Fuego; but the winds 
running betwixt the north-weft and weft, we did not 
fee the Terra del Fuego. After the firft evening, 
we made the ftreight of le Maire : as 1 did not fee 
the fun, at fetting or rifing, from the time we left 
the ifles of Sebald de Weert, till we came into the 
South Seas, fo I am not able to teil you the variation: 
I made, indeed, an obfervation at noon in 59° 30' 
longitude, the wind at weft by north; and at night 
the wind veered about to the fouth-weft at 6o°, the 
furtheft fouth latitude I ever was in. February 14, 
we were furprifed by а mott violent ftorm in 570 lati
tude to the weft of Cape Horn, which continued till 
the 3d of March, from the fouth-weft, and fouth-weft 
and by weft, and weft fouth-weft. March 3, it blew 
»frefh gale from thefouth, and afterwardsfrom theeaft, 
which brought us into the South Sea. The 9th, we 
found ourfelves at 470 10', and the variation 150 30' 
eaft. The J7th, we had а fair gale from the fouth-eaft 
at 360 latitude, the variation 8° eaft. The ïpth, 
early in the morning, we difcerned а fail to the fouth 
of us, which we fuppofcd to be aSpanilhmerchantmaa

■ . , bound
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bound from Baldivia to Lima ; but proved one cap
tain Eaton, from London, who being bound to the 
South Seas as well as we, we kept Company with him 
■quite through the ftreights.

March 24, we got in fight of the ifle of Juan 
Fernandez, and foon after came to an anchor, in а 
bay at the fouth end, in 25 fathom water, within 
two cabies length of the fhore *.  We fent imme- 
diately to look after а Mufkito man we had been 
forced to leave there three years before; and who, 
notwithftanding all the fearch made by the Spaniards 
after him, had kept himfèlf concealed in the woods. 
When he was left there by captain Watling (after 
captain Sharpe was turned out) he had with him а 
gun, а knife, and fome powder and fhot, which be
ing all fpent, he fawcd his gun-barrel into fmall 
pieces, and thefe he made up into harpoons, hooks, 
and fuch-like inftruments; all w'hich, though it may 
feem ftrange, yet is commonly praétifed among the 
Mufkito Indians, who make all their inftruments 
without either forge or anvil. And the other Indi
ans, who have not the ufe of iron from the Europe- 
ans, make their hatchets, wherewith they cut their 
timber and wood, of а very hard ftone. In the hol- 
lowing out of their canoes, they make ufe of fire 
befide. The ftone hatchets of the Indians, near 
Blewfield River, are ten inches long, fourteen broad, 
and two inches thick in the middle, ground away 
flat and (harp at both ends; the handle is in the 
midft, being а deep notch, of а finger’s length, 
which they bind round with а withe of about four 
feet long. Thus the Indians of Patagonia head their 
arrows very artificially with ground flints: with 
thefe before-mentioned inftruments our Mufkito man 
ufed to ftrike goats and fifh for his fubfiftence ; his 
'hut being half а mile from the fea-fide, made of

* This ifland is accurately defcribed in Anfon’s voyage ; follow- 
ing.
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goat Ikins •, as was his bed, the fame ferving like- 
wife for his cloathing; thofe he had, when he was 
left, being quite worn out. We had no fooner 
landed, than another Mufkito, aboard our fhip, ran 
to meet his countryman, and, after he had thrown 
himfelf on his face upon the ground, embraced him 
with all the marks of tendernefs; which ceremony 
being over, he came to falute us his old friends. 
His name was Will, and the other’s Robert: For, 
though they have no names among themfelves, they 
love to have names given them by the Englilh. This 
jfland has only.two bays fic for anchorage, with a 
rivulet of freih water in each: both thefe are at the 
eaft end, and fo conveniently fituated, that they 
might be ftrengthened and defendcd by а Ilender force 
againft а powerful army, there being no accefs to 
them from the Weftover the high mountains. flere 
jt was that five Englifhmen, left here by captain 
Davis, fecurcd themfelves againft а great numbet of 
Spaniards.

After ftaying fourteen days at the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez, we fct iaii again April 8, 1684, in Com
pany with captain Eaton, for the Pacific Sea. pro
perly fo called, being that part of the Mare del Zur 
which extends from fouth to north, betwixt 30е and 
40 0 fouth latitude; and, from the American Ihore 
to the weft, without limitation, as far as I know. I 
have failed in this fea 250 leagues without any dark 
or rainy clouds, tempefts, tornadoes, hurricanes, or 
any other winds, except the trade-winds: notwith- 
ftanding which, the fea runs high at tlie new and füll 
moon, and makes landing very unfafe. I have, 
however, frequently taken notice of hazy and foggy 
weather in the morning, fo as to hinder the obferva- 
tion of the fun. We continued our courfe towards 
the line to the 24° fouth latitude, in fight of the 
continent of America. This vaft track of land be- 
longing to Chili and Peru being very mountainous, 
we failed no nearer than twelve or fixteen leagues to
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it, for fear of being difcovered by the Spaniards; 
and the land, from 24° to 109 fouth latitude, ftill 
exceeds the former in height, being inclofed by three 
or four ridges of mountains within one another, the 
furthermoft within the country furpaffing the reft in 
height; they exceed, in my opinion, in height, the 
peak of Teneriff, and of St. Martha, or any other 
in the world that ever I faw. Sir John Narborough, 
in his voyage to Baldivia, mentions very high lands 
near that city, lying upon the coaft; and I have been 
informed from divers Spaniards, that from Coquim- 
bo, at 309 fouth latitude, to Baldivia, at 400 louth, 
the fhore is alfo very high; which makes me con
clude, that thefe ridges extend all along the South 
Sea coaft from one end of Peru and Chili to the 
other, they are called the Andes. 1 his I believe 
to be the reafon why but few, and thefe very 
fmall rivers, exonerate themfelves into the fea, 
fcarce any of them being navigable, and forne drying 
up at certain feafons of the year. Thus the river of 
Uli runs with а brifk current from January to June, 
and then decreafes till September, when it quite dries 
up till January again, as I can fay on my own expe- 
rience, and as I have heard the Spaniards affirm the 
farne of other rivers on this coaft. So I look upon 
them rather as torrents, occafioned by rain at certain 
feafons, than rivulets.

We continued our courfe at forne diftance along 
the coaft till May the 3d, at 90 40' fouth latitude, 
when we defcrying а velfel, captain Eaton took her, 
being laden with timber. Afterwards we fteered our 
courfe to the ifle of Lobos, at 69 24' fouth latitude, 
five leagues from the continent. This ifle is called 
Lobos de la Mare, to diftinguifh it from another 
nearer the Continent, and, therefore, called Lobos 
de la Terra; Lobos fignifying as much as а feal in 
Spanifh, of which there is great plenty hereabouts. 
May 10, we anchored near Lobos de la Mare with 
our prize. This is properly а double ifland, each of

D 4 а mile
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а mile in circuit, feparated by а fmall channel-, 
not capable of receiving any fliips of borden : А 
little way from the fliore, on the north fide, feveral 
rocks lie fcattered in the fea: at the weft end of the 
eaftermoft'ifle, is а fmall fandy creek, where fhips 
may be fecure from the winds ; all the reft of the 
fliore being rocky cliffs. The land is alfo rocky and 
fandy, without any frefh water, trees or flirubs, or 
any land animal, except fowls, as boobies, but 
above all, penguins, а fort of fea-fowl of the bignels 
of а duck, and having juft fuch feet, but the bill is 
pointed : their wings are no more than ftumps, which 
ferve them inftead of fins in the water; and they are 
covered-rather with down, than with feathers: As 
they feed on fifh, fo their flefli is but of an indiffer
ent tafle, but the eggs are very good. The pen
guins are to be feen all over the South Sea, on 
the cqaft of Newfoundland, and on the Cape of 
Good Hope.

Upon examination of the prifoners, being convinced 
that we were difcovered by the Spaniards, and, confe- 
quently, that they would keep all their richeft fliips 
in port, it was confidered, whether we fliould attack 
fome place thereabouts; and Truxilo, though а po- 
pulous city, and of а difficult accefs in landing, at 
the port of Guanehagno, fix miles hence, being 
thought the tnoft likely place, we prepared for the 
faid expedition; and, May 17, found our whole 
number to confift of 108 found men but, the next 
day, fome of our men defcrying three veffels to the 
weft, without the ifles, and one betwixt. the ifle and 
the Contipent, we gave them chace; we in captain 
Cooke’s fhip that towards the Continent, and captain 
Eaton the other two. They were foon taken, and 
proved to be laden with flour from Guanehagno to 
Panama : in one of them we found а letter from the 
viceroy of Lima, to the prefident of Panama, inti- 
mating, that, having hotice of fome enemies lately 
tome into thofe feas, he had immediately fent awa,y 

thefe
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thefe three fhips to fupply their wants; at the fame 
time, being informed by the prifoners, that thofe of 
Truxillo were ereéting а fort near their harbour of 
Guanehagno, we refolved to give over our defign of 
attacking that place, and fteered with our three prizes 
to the ifles of Gallipagos, fo called by the Spaniards 
from their fuppofed difappearing. May 31, we came 
to an anchor at the eaft fide of one of the eaftermoft 
ifles, а mile from the fliore, in fixteen fathom water, 
clear, white, hard fand *.

• Thefe iflands are defcribed by Woodes Rogers.

There is по place in the world fo much ftored with 
guanas and land tortoifes as thefe ifles. The firft 
are fat, and of an extraordinary fize, and exceeding 
tarne ; and the land tortoifes fo numerous, that fome 
hundred men may fubfift on them for а confiderable 
time. They are very fat, and as pleafant food as а pul- 
let; and of fuch bignefs, that one of them weighs 
150 or 200 pounds; and are from two feet to two 
feet fix inches over the belly; whereas, in other 
places, I never met with any above thirty pounds 
weight ; though I have heard them fay, that at St. 
Laurence, or Madagafcar, there are alfo very large 
ones. There are three or four forts of land tortoifes 
in the Welt Indies. After а fea tortoife gets alhore 
to lay, fhe is an hour before fhe returns, becaufe Ihe 
always chufes her places above high-water mark, 
where fhe makes а large hole with her fins in the 
fand, to lay her eggs in; which done, Ihe covers 
them up two feet deep with the fame fand Ihe had 
raked out before: fometimes they will take а view of 
the place beforehand, and be fure to return to the 
fame the next day to lay. The tortoifes are taken in 
■the night, upon the Ihore, when they are turned 
upon their backs, above the high-water mark, and fo 
fetched away the next morning; but а large green 
tortoife will find work enough for two able fellows to 
turn her upon her back.

After
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After а ftay of twelve days among' thefe ides, orrtj 

of our Indian prifoners, а native of Rio Lega, hav
ing given us an ampie account of the riches of thät 
place, and offered his fervice to conduft üs thither, 
к was’refolved to take his advice-, and accordingly 
We fet fail the i2th of June, with an intention to 
touch in our wäy at the ifle of Cocoas: we took our 
courfe north 40 40' latitude, with а fouth and by weft 
snd fouth fouth weft winds; and, as we came weft 
t> the ifle of Cocoas, the wind fouth-weftand by fouth, 
thtis we continued our courfe to 50 40' north latitude, 
when, defpairing to make the ifle of Cocoas, as the 
wind ftood, we diredted öur courfe to the continent. 
The ifle of Cocoas lies in 50 15' north latitude, its 
circuit feven or eight leagues, but has no inhabi
tante. Near the fea-fide it produces a certain plea- 
fånt herb in the low grounds, called Geamadael by 
the Spaniards. As it is environed with fteep rocks, 
fo theré is no coming hear it, except that on the 
north-eaft end fhips may ride fafely in а frnall creek: 
this is what I learn frotn the Spaniards, and was con- 
firmed to me by captain Eaton. The fair weathef, 
and imall winds, conduóted us by the beginning of 
July to Cape Blanco, on the continent of Mexico, 
fo called from two vzhite rocks, half а mile from the 
cape, in 90 56" latitude; they are taper, high, and 
fteep, like tWo high towers; the cape itfelf is about 
the lame height as Beachy-head, on the coaft of Suf- 
fox, in England, béing a full point jetting out with 
fteep rocks to the fea, but having an eafy defcent on 
both fides from the flat on the top, which, being 
covered with tall trees, affords а pleafant profpedt. 
On the north-weft fide of the cape, the land runs 
in north-eaft for four leagues, making а fmall bay, 
called the Caldera Bay ; at the entrance whereof, at 
the north-weft fide of the cape, а fweet-water rivulet 
difcharges itfelf into the fea amongft the low lands. 
Thefe are very rich, and abounding in lofty trees, 
which extend а mile north-eaft beyond the rivulet, 

where
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where the Savannas begin, and run feveral leagues 
into the country; being here-and-there beautified 
with fmall groves of trees, and covered with а fweet, 
thick, and long grals, forne of the beft I ever faw 
in the Weft Indies. Deeper into the bay, the low 
lands are ftored with mangroves; bur, farther into 
the country, the land is higher, partly woods, partly 
hilly favannas j the grafs whereof is not fo good as 
the former, neither are the trees in the woods fo täll, 
but fmall and Ihort. From the bottom of this bay, 
vou may travel over hilly favannas for fourteen or 
fifteen leagues to the lake of Nicaragua.

On the coaft of the North Sea, captain Cooke, 
who had been very ill ever fince our departure from 
the illand Juan Fernandez, died as foon as we came 
within two or three leagues of this cape, а thing fre
quent at fea, for people to die in view of the land, 
after а long illnefs: and as, in а few hours after, 
we came to anchor а league within the cape, near 
the mouth of the before-mentioned rivulet, at four
teen fathom clear hard fand, he was immediately car- 
ried on (hore, under а guard of twelve armed men, 
in order to his interment. While our men were bufy 
in digging the grave, three Spanilh Indians camc 
to them, afking them feveral impertinent queftions; 
which our people having anfwered as they thought 
convenient, they kept them in difcourfe till they 
found means to feize them all three, though one of 
them efcaped their hands again. The other two, be
ing carried aboard, confeffed that they were fent thi- 
ther as fpies, to inform themfelves concerning us, 
from Nicoya, а fmall Mulatto town, twelve or four
teen leagues hence, feated upon the banks of а ri
ver bearing the farne name, which being а place very 
convenient for building and refitting of Ihips, the 
prefident of Panama had fent advice of our coming 
into thefe feas to their magiftrates.

Concerning the inhabitante of the country, they 
Sold us, that they lived moftly by manuring of their 

jgrounds
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grounds for corn, and feeding their cattle in the Sä- 
vannas or plains, of which they had great ftore ; and 
that they fint their oxhides to the North Sea, by 
the lake of Nicaragua ; as they did alfo а fort of red 
wood, .(which I fuppofe to be the fame, called at 
Jamaica blood wood, or Nicaragua wood) ufed for 
dying, which they exchanged there for linen and 
woolen commodities brought thither from Europe. 
They added, that not far from thence was а large 
beef-pen, where we might provide ourfelves with 
what cows or bulis we had occafion for. As this was 
а fcarce commodity amongft us at that time, twenty- 
four of us were immediately difpatched in two boats, 
who, under the conduót of one of the Indians, landed 
at а place а league from the fhip, and haled their 
boars upon the dry land: thus, led by their guide, 
they came to the pen, in а large favanna, two miles 
trom the boats, where, finding abundance of bulls 
and cows feeding, forne were for killing three or 
four of them immediately ; but the reft oppofed the 
fame, alleging, they had better ftay all night, and 
in the morning kill as many as they had occafion for. 
Hereupon I, and eleven more, thought fit to return 
aboard, which we did without the leaft oppofition, 
expeóting the coming of the reft the next day ; but, 
hearing nothing of them by four o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, ten men were l'ent in а canoe to look after 
them. They were no fooner come into the bay where 
they landed before, but they found their comrades 
npon а l'mall rock, half а mile from the fhore, ftand- 
ing up to the middle in water, whither they had 
fled for refuge to efcape the hands of forty or fifty 
well armed Spaniards, with guns and lances, who 
had burnt their boat: they were got upon the rock 
atlow water; -but it being then flowing water, they 
muft have infallibly perilhed, had our canoes come 
but one hour later, which now brought them fafe 

' aboard. We afterwards feized- upon two canoes, 
ready fitted, in this bay; for ihip.s and barks they 

have
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have none, nor any inftrument for filhing, there be- 
ing fcarce any fifh thereaboyts. This country abound- 
ing in wood, called lance-wood, growing ftraight, like 
fo many aflies, and very hard and tough, we cut а 
good quantity of it to nlake handles or ftaves for 
oars, and fcouring-rods for our guns, as being much 
more durable than thofe made of afti.

The i9th of July, the day before our departure 
from the bay of Caldera, Mr. Edward Davis, our 
quarter-mafter, was conftituted captain, in the room 
of captain Cooke, deceafed: the next day we failed, 
in Company with captain Eaton, and one of our meal 
prizes, towards Rio Leja, with а moderate north 
wind, which brought us, in three days, over againft 
the faid port. The country about Rio Leja is ea- 
fily difcovered at fea, by reafon of an high, peaked, 
burning mountain, called Volcano Vejo, the Old 
Volcano, by the Spaniards. Jt is eafily diftinguifhed, 
being very high, fo as to be feen twenty leagues at 
fea; befides that there is no other mountain, like 
this, on that coaft; and it fmokes all day, and alfo 
fends forth flames at night. If you will make the 
harbour, the mountain muft bear north-eaft ; then, 
fteering dire&ly with the mountain, that courfe will 
bring you to the harbour, the entrance whereof you 
fee about three leagues off it. You muft take the 
advantage of the fea-winds to enter, which are here 
at fouth fouth-weft. The harbour is inclofed by а 
low ide, of а mile in length, а quarter of а mile broad, 
and one and half from the continent. At each end 
js а channel; that on the eaft, being narrow, and 
having а very ftrong tide, is fcarce ever ufed; but 
that on the weft end, being much larger, is moft 
frequented by (hips, which muft, however, have а 
care of а certain fandy (hole on the north-weft point 
of the ifle, which as foon as they are paft, they muft 
keep clofe to the fhore of the ifle, there being а fand- 
bank, which runs above half-way out from the con
tinent; after which, there is very goo.d riding near 

the ' 
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the main fhore, in feven or eight fathom water, clear 
hard fand. This point is able to contain 200 fhips. 
About two leagues thence is feated the town of Rio 
Leja, in а fenny country, füll of red man-grove trees, 
betwixt two narrow branches of the fea, the wefter- 
moft whereof reaches up to the town, and the eafter- 
moft runs up near the backfide ofit; but no fhip- 
ping can come to the town ; the defcription whereof 
I will give the reader in my return hither.

Being in fight of the Volcano Vejo, feven or eight 
leagues from the fhore, the mouth bearing north- 
eaft, we took in our topfails, and made towards the 
harbour-, and then, fetting out our canoes, rowed 
up to the fmall town, that makes the harbour of 
Rto Leja, by nine o’clock in the n. rning; where 
we difeovered an houfe, and foon after three men 
going into а canoe on the infide of the ifland, and 
making what hafte they could to row to the conti
nent ; which before they could reach, we overtook 
them, and carried them to the little ifle. At the 
farne time, we obferved one on horfeback on the 
continent, riding away füll fpeed towards the town. 
They frankly confefled, that they had been placed 
there by the governor of Rio Leja, who had been 
advifed of our coming into thofe parts, to keep 
walch day and night ; and that horfeman we faw rid
ing away, was placed upon the farne account on the 
continent, within an hour’s riding pf the town. Thus, 
finding ourfelves difeovered, the horfeman being 
gone three hours before Eaton and his canoes came 
to the ifland, the defign upon that town was laid 
afide for this time. This fmall ifland has а curious 
fpring of frefh water, forne trees, and good ftore of 
grafs; but no beafts to feed upon it; and is fituared 
at 1-20 10' north latitude. We ftaid till four o’clock 
in the afternoon ; then we went aboard again ; and, 
purfuant to а confultation held betwixt captain Ea
ton and Captain Davis July 26, took our courfe the 
next day for the gulph of Amapalla.

This
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This gulph is а large brauch of the fea, entering 

eight or ten leagues deep into the country. On the 
fouth fide of its entrance, it has а point, or cape 
Cafwina ; and, on the north-weft lide, St. Michael’« 
Mountain, at 120 40' north latitude. They both 
appear very remarkable at fea ; for the cape is an 
high round point, the land near it being very low 
and Mount Michael is а high peaked hill, not very 
fteep, at the foot whereof, on the fouth-eaft, is а 
low plain of а mile in length. This bay or gulph 
has many iflands, but uninhabited. One pretty large 
we faw belonging to а monaftery, where four or five 
Indians looked after the cattle, that fed there in great 
numbers. This gulph has two channels, one be- 
twixt cape Cafwina and Mangera, the other between 
this laft place and Amapalla. The beft anchorage is 
on the eaft fide of Amapalla, oppofite to the low 
groqnds, the reft being high lands. As you go ira 
deeper, you may ride on the north eaft fide of Ama
palla, clofe to the main. This the Spaniards саД 
the port of Martin Lopez. The gulph extends а 
great way beyond the ifle; but it is not deep enough 
to bear Ihips of bürden.

Captain Davis being fent before, with two canoes 
into this gulph, to get fome prifoners, he came to 
Mangera, where, finding а path from the creek, he 
foliowed it towards the town j but the inhabitants 
no fooner had notice of his coming, than they rara 
all into the woods, leaving only the prieft behind 
them-, who being taken, with two boys his atten- 
dants, captain Davis made them conduét him to the 
ifle of Amapalla, where being landed, he marched 
up to the before-mentioned place, а mile from the 
landing-place, on the top of the hill. The inhabi- 
tants, who faw them advance, were ready to retire 
into the woods j but the fecretary, an enemy to the 
Spaniards, having perfuaded them that they were 
friends, who craved their affiftance againft their 
common oppreflbrs, they bid Davis and his men wel- 
come. After the firft falutation, they marched to

wards
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wards the church, (the prieft, brought along by cap- 
tain Davis, at the head of them) their only place oP 
public meeting, whether for confultations or diver- 
fions, wherethey kept their vizards, hautboys, ftrum- 
ftrums, (a kind of cittern) and other mufical inftru- 
ments. Неге they meet to make merry, efpecially 
in the night preceding or next enfuing any holiday, 
where they dance, fing and play, with antic drefies 
and geftures; though, to fpeak truth, their mulle 
and mirth have fomething very melancholy in them^ 
fuitable to the yoke they groan under.

But to return to captain Davis : his intention was, 
as foon as they were all got into the church, to en
gage all their afiiftance againft the Spaniards, to ac- 
complifh which the prieft had promifed his good of
fices ; but, juft as а few of the remaining Indians 
were entering the church, one of captain Davis’s 
men pulhed а man forwards, to haften him into the 
church -, which the Indian being frightened at, fet * 
up his heels, and the reft, taking the alarm, followed; 
fo that captain Davis and the frier being left alone 
in the church, he ordered his men to fire at them 
which being done, the fecretary was killed in the 
fray: and fo the whole projeét vaniihed into fmoke, 
by the foolifhnefs of one inconfiderate fellow. The 
fame afternoon, our fhip being entered the gulph 
between cape Cafwina and the ifle of Mangera, came 
to an anchor on the eaft fide, near the ifle of Ama- 
palla. Captain Davis came aboard us with the frier, 
who told us, that, fince the fecretary was killed, they 
had no other way than to fend for the cafica which 
being done by the prieft, he came, attended by fix 
other Indians, who did us confiderable fervice in con- 
duóting us whither we had occafion to go, efpeci
ally to fetch beef-, for which they were rewarded to 
their fatisfaélion. On this ifland of Amapalla, а 
Company of Englifh and French landed afterward, 
and thence came to the continent, and marched by 
Land to the Cape River, which has got its name 

from
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from its difcharging itfelf into the north feas near 
Cape Gratia. At the fource of this river they make 
bark-logs, wherewith they palfed into the north feas. 
However, they were not the firft who knew this 
palfage, fomething of it having been difcovered 
by forne Englilh thirty years betöre, who went up 
this Cape River into the north feas in canoes, to the 
farne place where the French built their bark-logs, 
and thence to an inland town called Segovia. They 
performed this not without incredible difficulty, and 
in no lefs than а month’s time, by reafon of the 
many cataraóts of this River, which obliged them 
frequently to hale their canoes alhore, and drag them 
over land, till they were paft thefe water-falls. I 
have fpoken with feveral, that were in this expedi
tion, and, if I miftake not, captain Sharpe was one 
of them. But to return to ourvoyage : after we had 
careened, and provided our Ihips with frelh water, 
captain Davis and captain Eaton broke off confort- 
Ihip and the laft left the gulph September 2.

September 3, 1684, having feen the frier on Ihore, 
we failed with the land-wind at weit north-weft, out 
of the gulph of Amapalla through the channel be- 
twixt Mangera and the ifle of Amapalla, diredting 
our courfe to the coaft of Peru. As the tornadoes, 
with thunder, lightening, and rains are very frequent 
on thefe coafts from June to November, we had 
our fhare of them, coming moft from the fouth-eaft ; 
but afterwards, the wind veering to the weft, it 
held till we came within fight of cape St. Francifco, 
where we met with fair weather, and а fouth wind. 
This cape, being an high füll point of land, lies 
at 1 0 20' north latitude, and is covered w’ith lofty 
trees. As you pafs by it from the north fide, you 
may eafily miftake а ftnall low point for the cape; 
but, foon after you pafs it, you will difcover it with 
triple points. The land near it is high, and the 
mountains appear black. We plied along the lhore, 
for the advantage both of the fea and land-winds, the

firft
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firft biowing from the fouth, as the land-winds do 
from fouth fouth-eaft, though fometimes, when we 
were oppofite to а river’s mouth, the wind would 
turn to fouth-eaft. September 20, we came to an 
anchor near the ifle of Plata, at fixteen fathom, be- 
ing now fallen in with the places whence I began the 
account of this voyage, after having compafled the 
whole continent of South America. The ifle of 
Plata, fituated at i 0 10' fouth latitude, is about four 
miles in length, and one and an half in breadth, of 
а pretty good height, and inclofed with rocky cliffs, 
except in one place on the eaft fide, whjch is the 
only place where а frefh-water torrent falls down 
from the rocks. The top is flat and plain, the foil 
fandy •, yet it produces three or four forts of low and 
frnall trees, not known in Európe. Thefe trees 
were much overgrown with mofs j and pretty good 
grafs is to be found here in the beginning of the 
year ; but here are no land-animals to feed upon it, 
that vaft number of goats, which ufed to be here 
formerly, being all deftroyed. However, they have 
а great many boobies and men-of-war birds. Some 
fay the Spaniards have given it the name of Plate 
Ifland, ever frnce fir Francis Drake carried thither 
the Cacafuego, а rieh (hip of theirs Iaden with plate. 
The place for anchorage is on the eaft fide, about 
the middle of the ifle, clofe to the fliore, within two 
cables length of the fandy bay, in eighteen or twenty 
fathom of faft oufy ground, and very fmooth water ■, 
becaufe the fouth-eaft point of the ifle keeps off the 
force of the fouth winds, which commonly blow 
here. In this fandy bay, oppofite to the anchoring- 
place, is good landing, this being the only place 
that leads up into the ifle. From the fouth-eaft point 
runs out а frnall fliole about а quarter of а mile into 
the fea, where, when it flows, you fee great rifing 

" in the water. The tide is ftrong, flowing to the 
fouth, and ebbing to the north. At the farne point 
are three frnall, but high rocks, about а cable’s 

i length
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length from the ifle; and as many, but much larger, 
at the riorth-eaft end. All round the ifland there is 
deep water, except in the before-tnentioned road j 
and, near the fhole, there are great plenty of fmall 
fea-turtles mentioned before: the ifland bears four 
or five leagues weft fouth-weft from cape St. Lau- 
renzo.

After а day’s ftay hefe, we cdntinued bur voyagé 
to point St. Helena, bearing foufh from the ifle of 
Plata, at 20 15' fouth latitude. It äppears high and 
flat like an ifle, being furroundtd with low grounds, 
and covered on the top with thiftles; but without 
trees. As it jets out into the fea, it makes а good 
large bay to the north fide, а mile within which, on 
the very fea fide, ftands а wretched village, called 
alfo St. Helena, inhabited by Indians; but the ground, 
though low, being fandy and barren, they have nei- 
ther trees nor grafs, or any corn or fruit, except 
water-melons; which are very good here. They are 
forced to fetch their water as far as the river Ca- 
lanche, four leagues thence, at the bottom of thé 
fåme bay. They live chiefly upon fifh, and are fup- 
plied with maiz for Algatrane; Near this town, 
about five paces above the high-water mark, there 
iflues out of the earth а certain bituminous fubftance*  
called Algatrane by the Spaniards, which, by long 
boiling, becomes hard like pitch, and is ufed as fuch 
by the Spaniards^ To the leeward of the point, di*  
reétly oppofite to the village, is good anchorage •, but, 
on the wert fide, very deep water. Some of our 
men, being fent in the night-time to take the Vil
lage, landed in their canoes in the morning, and 
took forne prifoners, and а fmall bark fet on fire by 
the inhabitants, alledging, that they had done it by 
fpecial order from the viceroy. Our men coming 
back the farne evening, we returned again into the 
ifle of Plata, where we anchored September 26, 
which very evening, we fent forne of our men to 
Manta, an Indian village, two or three leagues weft

E 2 of
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of cape St. Laurenzo, to get more prifoners, in hopes 
of better intelligence.

Manta is а fmall village, inhabited by Indians, on 
the Continent, feven or eight leagues from the ifle 
of Plata.. lts buildings are mean, and fcattered; 
but, being raifed on an eafy afcent, afford а very 
agreeable profpeét towards the fea-fide. The church 
here is very fine, and adorned With carved work, be- 
caufe this place was formerly inhabited by Spaniards. 
As the grounds about it are dry and fandy, they bear 
neither corn nor roots, but only а few fhrubs. They 
are fupplied with provifions by fea, this being the 
firft place, where the ihips bound from Panama to 
Lima, and other parts of Peru, refrefh themfelves. 
They have an excellent fpring of frefli water be- 
tween the village and the fea. Juft oppofite to the 
village, one mile and an half from the lhore, is а 
rock, which prøves often dangerous, becaufe it ne- 
ver appears above water; but, а mile within this 
rock, is fafe anchorage at fix, eight, or ten fathom, 
hard and clear fand. About а mile weft from the 
anchoring-place, а fhole runs out а mile into the fea. 
Behind the town, direétly fouth of it, а good way 
into the country, ftands а very high mountain, rifing 
up into the clouds like а fugar-loaf; and therefore 
ferves for а good fea-mark, there being none other 
like it on all that coaft. We returned to our men, 
who landed about day break, one mile and half from 
the village; but the inhabitants, being already ftir- 
ring, took the alarm, and fo got all away, except 
two old women, who, being taken prifoners, declared, 
that the viceroy, upon news brought him, that а 
good number of the enemies were come over the 
ifthmus of Darien into the South Seas, had ordered 
the burning of their fhips, the deftroying of all the 
goats in the ifle of Plata, and no more provifions to 
be kept than for their own prefent ufe.

We returned the next day to the ifle of Plata, 
where we found our fhip. Here we ftaid, unre- 

folved
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folved what courfe to takc, till Oótober 2, when cap
tain Swan, commander of the Cygnet of London, 
а rieh Ihip, which was defigned to trade on that 
coaft, came to an anchor in the farne road; but, 
being difappointed in his hopes to traffic thereabouts, 
his men had forced him to take aboard а Company 
of privateers he met with at Nicoya, being the fame 
we were told of at Manta; for they were come by 
land, under the command of captain Peter Harris, 
nephew to the fame captain Harris who was killed 
before Panama. Captain Swan’s Ihip being unfit for 
fervice, by reafon of his cargo, moft of his goods 
were fold upon credit, and the reft thrown overboard, 
except the fine commodities, and forne iron for bal
lad:. Then captain Davis and captain Swan joined 
Company by confent •, and Harris had а fmall bark 
given him. Our bark, which had been fent three 
days before eruizing, brought in а prize laden with 
timber, which they had taken in the bay Guiaquil. 
The commander told us, that it was credibly re
ported at Guiaquil, that the viceroy was fitting out 
ten frigates to chafe us out of thofe feas. This made 
us wifli for captain Eaton ; and it was refolved to 
fend our fmall bark towards Lima, to invite him to 
join Company with us. This done, we fitted up an- 
other fmall bark into а firefhip; and, Oélober 20, 
failed for the ifle of Lobos. The wind being very 
flack, we did not pafs by the point of St. Helena till 
the 23d, and the 2£th croffed the bay of Guiaquil. 
The 30th, we doubled the cape of Blanco, at 30е 
4.8', the worft cape in the South Seas to double, be- 
caufe you cannot here, as in moft other places, ftand 
off at fea, by reafon of the ftrong current, which, 
fetting north-weft, will carry а (hip off more in two 
hours, than fhe can get again in five. Thus we 
were forced to keep near the (hore, which is not of
ten performed without great difficulty ; for as there 
are no land-winds here, it generally blows hard at 
fouth fouth-weft, or fouth by weft. The cape is fur-

E 3 rounded
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rounded with white rocks on the fea-fide, whencc,' 
quettionlefs, it has got its name ; and the country 
near it appears fteep and rugged.

November 2, we lay about fix leagues pff Payta, 
whence .we fent feveral canoes, manned with 110 
men, to attack the town, а fmall fea-port belonging 
to the Spaniards, at 5 ° 15", built on а fandy rock, 
near the fea-fide, under an high hill. It has two 
churches, though not more than fevcnty five or. 
pighty houfes, low, and meanly built. It is like molt 
of the other buildings all along the coaft of Peru. 
Thcy build their walls with а kind of brick made 
pf earth and ftraw, dricd only in the fun, three feet 
long, two broad, and one 4 thick. In lome places 
theyonly lay polus acrofs, covered with mats inftead 
pf roofs; but fometimes they ufed roofs, The rea- 
fon why they build fo meanly, is partly becaufe 
they want materials of good ftone and timber, partly 
becaufe it never rains, which only makes them foli- 
citous of keeping out the iun ; and thofe walls, tho’ 
never (o Hight and brittle, yet will there hold firm 
fer а confiderable time, as they were at firti, being 
not fhaken or mouldered by the wind and rains, 
The timber the better fort make ufe of in their 
buildings, is brought thither from other places. 
Their walls, as well as thofe of their churches, are 
neatly whitened, bothwithin and without, with very 
.large beams, potts, and doors, all adorned with car- 
ved work, befides good piftures brought thither 
from Spain, and rich hangings of tapeftry, or painted 
calicoes. But the houfes of Payta were not of that 
fort, though their churches were large and handfome. 
Clofe by the fea is а fmall fort, which, with muf- 
quets only, commands the harbour, as another on 
the top of an hill coipmands both that and this fort. 
They are obliged to fetch their fretti water, as alfo 
their fowls, hogs, plaintains, and Maiz from Colon, 
а town two leagues north north-eaft from Payta, 
Ttfhere а freih-^ater river cmpties itfelf into the fea.

-• ‘■'•-i ........... ... ' ƒ The
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The dry track of this country begins to the north 

from cape Blanco, and reaches to Coquimbo, at 30’ 
fouth latitude, where I never faw or heard any rain, 
nor of any green thing growing, either in the moun- 
tains or valleys, except in forne places watered con- 
ftantly with divers rivers.

The people of Colon are much addiéted to fifh- 
ing, which they perform in bark-logs: thefe are 
compofed of divers round logs of wood, like а 
rafter, but in different manners, according to the 
ufe for which they are intended. Thofe defigned 
for filhing are only three orfour logs of light wood, 
eight feet long, joined to each other on the ftdes 
withwooden pegs and withes. The middlemoft is al- 
ways longer than the relt, efpecially at the fore part, 
which ends, by degrees, in а point, the better to 
cut the waves. Thofe intended for carrying mer- 
chandize are made after the farne manner and fhape, 
of twenty or thirty great trunks of trees, joined 
together, thirty or forty feet long. Upon thefe they 
faften, with wooden pins, another fhorter row of 
logs crofs-ways. From this double bottom they 
raife a raft of ten feet, by the means of potts fet 
upright, which are the fupporters of two thick trees 
laid acrofs each other, juft like our wood-piles, but 
not fo clofe as in the bottom of the float, and at 
the end and fides only, the inner part being hollow. 
In this, at four feet high from the beam of the bot
tom, they lay fmall poles clofe together, which ferve 
for a bottom of another room, on the top wheréof 
they make juft fuch another floor. The firft ftory 
ferves for the hold, in which they ftow ballaft, and 
water-cafks, or jars; and the fecond for the feamen, 
and what belongs to them. Above this fecond floor 
the goods are ftowed, as high as.they think fit, which 
feldom exceeds ten feet. Some fpace is left behind 
for the fteerfman, and before for thekitchen, efpeci- 
aliy in long voyages, becaufe they fometimes go 5 
or 600 leagues. They have а very large rudder, 
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and, in the midft of this machine, а maft, with а 
large fail, like our weft-country barges.

As they cannot go but before the wind, they are 
only fit for thofe feas, where the wind blows con- 
ftantly one way, feldom varying above а point or 
two in the whöle voyage betwixt Lima and Panama. 
If thereabouts they meet, as fometimes it happens, 
with а north-weft wind, they drive before it till ic 
changes, having nothing elfe to do in the mean while 
but to avoid the fhore; for they never fink at fea. 
Thefe laft bark-logs carry fixty or feventy tons of 
wine, oil, flour, fugar, Quito cloth, foap, dreffed 
goat-Ikins, &c. They are managed by three or four 
boatfmen only, who after they come to Panama, feil 
both the goods and vefiel there, becaufe they can
not go back in them by the trade-wind. The fifh- 
ing bark-logs are likewife furnifhed with mafts and 
i'ails, and are much eafier managed than the large 
ones. Thefe get out at night with the land-wind, 
and return in the day-time with the fea-wind. Thefe 
fmall bark-logs are ufed in а great many places in 
the Weft Indies, and in fome in the Eaft Indies. On 
the coaft of Coromandel they ufe only one, or fome
times two logs, made of а light wood, without fail 
or rudder managed by а fingie man, who, with his 
legs in the water, fteers the log with а paddle.

The next town of confequence to Payta is Piura, 
а fpacious place, forty miles thence, feated in а Val
ley upon а river, which difcharges itfelf into the bay 
øf Chirapee, at у ° north latitude. This bay, though 
much nearer to Puna than Payta, yet is feldom vi- 
fited by Ihips of bürden, being full of Iholes j but, 
inftead thereof, they fail to Payta, one of the beit: 
harbours on the coaft of Peru; being iheltered at the 
fouth-weft by а point of land, which renders the bay 
very fmooth, and confequently fafe from anchorage, 
from fix to twenty fathom in clear fand. Moft fhips' 
bound either to the north or fouth touch at Payta 
for frelh water, which is brought thither from Colon

at
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at а reafonable rate. November 3, early in the morn- 
ing, oürmen landed four miles fouth of Payta, where 
they took forne prifoners that were fet for а watch, 
who told us, that the governor of Piura was come 
with 100 men to their afllftance: notwithftanding 
this, our men attacked the fort on the hill, and took 
it with little oppofition; whereupon the governor and 
inhabitants quitted the town: our people foon en- 
tered it, but found it empty of money, goods, and 
provifions. The fame evening, we came with our 
lhips to an anchor not far from the town, а mile from 
the fhore, at ten fathom water ; we ftayed fix days, 
in hopes of getting а ranfom for the town; but, per- 
ceiving we were not likely to have any, it was laid 
in afhes.

At night we fet fail hence, with the land-wind to- 
wards Lobos. The 141h day we came within fight 
of the ifle of Lobos de Terra, bearing eaft from us; 
and, at eight o’clock at night, came to an anchor 
at the north-eaft end of it, at four fathom water. 
The ifle of Lobos de la Terra is of an indifferent 
height; and, at а diftance, appears altogether like 
the ifle of Lobos de la Mare we anchored at the 
north-eaft end of it, in four fathom water. It has, 
at the north end, а rock, а quarter of а mile from 
the fhore ; and, betwixt it, а channel of feven fathom 
water. In the afternoon, we failed with а fouth-eaft 
wind to Lobos de la Mare, where we arrived May 
19. The 2Óth, in the evening, we difcovered а 
bark at а diftance, which was fent to fee whether we 
were ftill in thpfe feas; but we, keeping clofe under 
the fhore, remained there undifcovered. The 29th, 
in the morning, we fet fail for the bay of Guaia, 
fituated betwixt cape Blanco to the fouth, and point 
Chandy to the north, twenty-five leagues from cape 
Blanco. In the bottom of this bay lies а fmall ifle, 
called St. Clara,*  extending eaft and weft, having 
many fholes to the Nore; which makes the fhips, 
J?ound for Guiaquil, to pafs on the fouth fide of it.

The
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The Spaniards fay, there lies а very rieh wreek on 
the north fide; but that thére is very hard coming 
at it, by reafon of the great multitudes of cat-fifh; 
which filh is not unlike а whiting, but with three fins 
on the back, and one on each lide, which have each 
а bone j and, if they ftrike into the flefh, it proves 
frequently mortal: they are met with all along the 
American coafts, and likewife in the Eaft Indies ; 
their fleih is both fweet and wholfome.

From the ifles of St. Clara to Punta Arena, the 
fandy point be.ng the weftermoft point of the ifles of 
Puna, is feven leagues eaft north-eaft: here (hips, 
bound for Guiaquii, take in their pilots, which live 
in а town of the faid ifle, bearing the farne name, on 
the fouth fide, feven leagues from point Arena. 
The ifle of Puna itfelf is low< ftretching fourteen 
leagues eaft and weft, and five leagues broad : it has 
а ftrong tide round the fhore, which is füll of little 
creeks and rivers: near this town is а fmall point, 
where the inhabitants are obliged to keep a conflant 
watch. The inland part of the ifle is good pafture- 
ground, intermixed with forne wood-lands, pro- 
ducing divers, to us, unknown trees-, and, amongft 
the reft, abundance of palmetoes. The houfes of 
the town of Puna are built on pofts ten or twelve 
feet high, into which they go up by ladders, and 
are thatched with palmeto-leaves: the like contriv- 
ance I have feen among the Malayans in the Eaft 
Indies. The beft place fór anchorage is direétly op- 
pofite to the town, within а cable’s length of the 
fhore, at five fathom water. From Puna to Guia
quii is feven leagues, and one league to the entrance 
of the river Guiaquii, which is two miles over, and 
afterwards runs up into the country in а pretty ftrait 
channel, the ground, on both fides marfhy, and füll 
of red mangrove-trees: about four miles on this fide 
of the town of Guiaquii the river is divided by а 
fmall low ifland, into two chnanels j that to the fouth- 
weft is the broadeft, though the other is as deep.

From
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From the upper end of this ifle to the town is near 
а league, and the river thereabouts of the farne 
breadth, where а Ihip of great burden may ride with 
fafety, efpecially towards that fide where the town 
ftands. It is feated clofe by the river, partly on an 
afcent, and partly on the foot of а fmall hill, with а 
great defcent towards the river fide. Itis defended 
by two forts, ereéted on the low grounds, and an- 
other on the hill, being one of the beft fea-ports be- 
longing to the Spaniards in the South Sea, under the 
jurildiétion of а governor, and beautified with c ivers 
fine churches, and other good buildings. They ex 
port cocoas, hides, tallow, farfaparilla, drugs, and 
woollen cloth, called Quito cloth.

Having formed а deiign againft the town of Guia
quil, we left our fhips at cape Blanco, and fteered 
with а bark, and forne canoes, to the ifle of St. Clara, 
in the bay of Guiaquil, and thence in two canoes to 
point Arena, where we took, the next day, forne of 
the fifhermen of Puna, and afterward their watch, 
together with the whole town and inhabitants. The 
next ebb, we took а bark laden with Quito-cloth, 
coming from Guiaquil; the mafter whereof told us, 
that there were three barks füll of negroes coming 
with the next tide. From whence we, lying near 
the town of Puna, embarked all our men in canoes, 
leaving only five men aboard the bark, with orders 
not to fire at any thing till next morning at eight 
p’clock, by which time we fuppofed we fhould have 
täken the town. We had not rowed above two 
miles, before we took one of the barks laden with 
negrofs; the mafter whereof haying told us, that 
the other two would not come out till the next 
tide, we rowed forward ; butour canoes being hea- 
vily laden, it was break of day before we came with- 
in two leagues of the town, there being not above 
an hour’s flood : now we abfconded all day in an ad
jacent creek; and, at the farne time, fe’nt orders by 
pne of our canoes to our bark left near Puna, not to 

fire 
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fire till the next day ; but to no purpofe; for the be-J 
fore-mentioned two barks with negroes, being come 
out of the harbour with the evening-tide, paffed by 
without being feen or heard by us; and, falling down 
with the ebb towards Puna, our bark, feeing them füll 
of men, fired three guns at them, before our canoes 
could bring them our lalt orders. But we took the 
malters of both the barks, as they were making their 
efcape on (hore. The firing of thefe three guns put 
us all into great confternation, as not queltioning 
but that thereby the townfmen had taken the alarm ; 
and that therefore forne were for advancing to the 
town immediately, others for returning to our fhips: 
but as the ebb tide hindered us from going upwards, 
fo captain Davis, with fifty of his men, refolved to 
march by land to the place ; the rett, judging it im- 
praélicable, remained in the creek to fee the ifiue 
of the enterprife. After four hours captain Davis 
and his men, having been ^lmolt choaked in the 
marches among the mangrove-woods, returned with
out having been able to advance far on their way to 
the town. It was then refolved to row up in fight of 
the town; and, if we found ourfelves difcovered, 
to retire without attempting: fo, rowing through 
the north-eaft channel, we got in the night in view 
of the town, when, at the difcharge of а mufquet, 
we faw, on а fudden, the whole town füll of lights; 
where, as there was but one feen before, this ap- 
peared almoft an infallible fign that we were difco
vered ; but, as forne alledged, that thefe lights were 
ufed by the Spaniards in the nights before holidays, 
as the next day was, they upbraided captain Swan 
and his men with cowardice : we landed in а place 
two miles on this fide of the town, which being all 
over-run with woods, we were forced to expeét day- 
light. We had two Indians guides ; one was run 
away from Guiaquil, the other а prifoner we had 
taken three days before ; the Ialt being led by а cord 
by one of captain Davis’s men, who leemed one qf
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the moft forward in the enterprize; but now, per
haps, beginning to repenf his rafhnefs, cut the горе 
wherewith the guide was tied, and fo let him make 
his efcape into the town: when he judged him to be 
out of danger of being retaken, he cried out, that 
fomebody had cut the горе ; fo that, after we had 
fearched in vain, for our guides, it was unanimoufly 
refolved to defift. However, about break of day, we 
rowed up into the middle of the river, where we lay 
ftill about half an hour, without being in the leaft 
molefted from the town, though we landed on the 
oppofite bank to а beef-clofe, and killed а cow. 
We returned the ninth to Puna-, and, in our way, 
feized upon the three before-mentioned barks, laden 
with iooo lufty negroes-, outofthem we kept about 
fixty, and left the reft with the barks behind ; where- 
as, if we had carried them all to St. Maria, on the , 
ifthmus of Darien, we might, with their affiftance, 
have worked the gold mines on that fide; and, by 
erefting а fort or two at the entrance of the river of 
St. Maria, and with the affiftance of the natives our 
friends, and forne thoufands of Englilh and French 
privateers from all parts of the Weft Indies, have 
not only maintained ourfelves there againft all the 
power of Spain, but alfo extended our conquefts to 
the coafts and gold mines of Quito.

We fet fail again the 13th, and arrived at thte ifle 
of Plata the i6th -, where, after having provided our
felves with frelh water on the continent, we parted 
our cloth, and refolved unanimoufly to direét our 
courfe to Lovalia, а town in the bay of Panama. 
Accordingly we fet fail December 23, with а brilk 
fouth fouth-weft wind, towards the bay of Panama. 
The next morning, we paffed in fight of cape Paflao, 8' 
fouth of the line, being а round point, but very high, 
divided in the middle, bare towards the fea, but co
vered with fruit-trees to the land-fide ; the land hilly 
and woody. Betwixt this and the cape St. Francifco, 
you fee abundance of fmall points, which inclofe fo 
æany fandy creeks, füll of trees of feveral kinds.

As
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As our defign was to look for canoes, in fome rivef 

or other unfrequented by the Spaniards, fo our In
dian pilots were but of little ufe to us : however, as 
■we were indifferent for the reft what river we came 
to, fo we endeavoured to make the river of St. Iago, 
by reafon of its nearnefs to the ifle of Gallo, in 
which there was much gold, and where there was 
fafe anchorage for our fhips. We paffed by cape St. 
Francisco; whence, to the north, the fea-fide is füll 
of trees, of а vaft height and thicknefs: from this 
cape the land runs more eafterly into the bay of Pa
nama, this cape being its boundary to the fouth, as 
the ifles of Cobaya or Quito are to the north. Be- 
twixt this cape and the ifle of Gallo are feveral large 
rivers, but we pafled them all to go to St. Iago, а 
large navigable river, 2° north : about feven leagues 
up in the country it divides itfelf into two branches, 
which inclofe an ifle four leagues in circumference ; 
the broadelt is the fouth-weft channel; they are both 
very deep, but the narroweft has fandy banks at its 
entrance ; fo that, at low ebb, а canoe cannot pafs 
over them. Beyond the ifle, the river is а league 
broad, the channel ftrait, with а fwift current; it 
flows three leagues up the river, but to what height 
I am not able to tril: it runs through а very rieh 
foil, producing all forts of the talleft trees ufually 
found in this climate; but efpecially red and white 
cotton-trees, and cabbage trees, of the largeft kind.

The white cotton-tree grows not unlike an oak, 
but much taller and bigger; the trunk ftrait, with
out any branches to the top, where it fends forth 
ftrong branches; the bark is very fmooth, the leaves 
of the bignefs of aplumb-tree-leaf, dark-green, oval, 
fmooth, and jagged at the ends; they are not always 
biggeft near the roots, but often in the middle of the 
trunks. The cotton they bear is filk-cotton, which 
falls in November and December upon the ground ; 
but not fo fubftantial as that of the cotton fhrub, 
but rather like а down of thiftles; they don’t think 
it worth their while to gather it in the Weft Indies, 

but
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Iftit in the Eaft Indies they put it into their pillows. 
In April the old leaves fall off, which, in а week’s 
time, are fupplied by frelh. The red cotton-tree is 
fomewhat lefs ; but, for the rett, altogether like the 
other; except that it produces по cotton, and its 
wood hard, though both are fomewhat fpongy; they 
are found in the flat grounds, both in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies.

The cabbage-tree is the talleft in thofe woods, 
forne being above 120 feet high : it is likewife with
out boughs or branches, except on the top, whére 
its branches are of the thicknefs of а man’s arm, and 
twelve or fourteen feet long-, two feet from the ftem 
come forth fmall long leaves, of an inch broad, fp 
thick and regulär on both fides, that they cover the 
whole branch : in the midft of thefe high branches 
fhoots forth the cabbage itfelf; which, when taken 
out of the outward leaves, is а foot in length, and 
of the thicknefs of the fmall of а man’s leg, being 
white like milk, fweet and wholfome: betwixt the 
cabbages and the large Branches fprout forth other 
fmall twigs, two feet long, very clofe together •, at 
the extremities of which grow hard and round ber
ries, of the bignefs of а cherry, which, once а year, 
fall from the trees, and are excellent food for the 
hogs. The trunk has rings half а foot afunder, the 
bark is thin and brittle, the wood hard and black, 
and the pith white -, as the tree dies after its head is 
gone, they cut them down before they gather the 
fruit.

As the coaft and country of Lima has continual 
dry weather, fo this part of Peru is feldom without 
rains-, which, perhaps, is one reafon why they'have 
made but fmall difcoveries on this coaft : add tothis, 
that when they go trom Panama to Lima, they don’t 
pais along the coaft, but fail up to the weft, as far 
as the Coöaya ifles, for the wert winds, and thence 
ftand over to the cape St. Francifco : in their return 
they coaft it j but their Ihips being then laden, are 

not
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not fit to enter the rivers, which, as well as the fea- 
fide, are covered with woods and bufhes, and there- 
fore are fit places for the natives to lie in ambufcade. 
Thefe Indians have forne plantations of maiz and 
Plaintains, as alfo fome fowis and hogs.

We entered the river of St. Iago, with four ca- 
noes, December 27, by the lefier branches, and met 
with no inhabitants till within fix leagues of its 
mouth, where we difGovered two fmall huts, thatched 
with palmeto-leaves •, and, at the fame time, In
dians, with their families and houfliold goods, pad- 
dling againft the ftream much fafter than we could 
row, becaufe they kept near the banks. On the op- 
pofite fide to the weit, we faw many other huts а 
league off; but, the current being very rapid, we 
did not care to venture crofs it. In the two huts, 
on the eaft fide, we found nothing but а few plan- 
tains, fowis, and one hog, which feemed to be of 
the European kind, fuch as the Spaniards brought 
formerly into America, but , efpecially to Jamaica, 
Hifpaniola, and Cuba, where they feed in the woods 
(being marked beforehand) in the day-time; and 
at night are called, and kept іи pens, by the found- 
ing of а conch fliell. On the continent of America, 
they don’t turn their hogs into the woods. We re- 
turned the next morning into the river’s mouth, with 
an intention to fail on to the ifle of Gallo, where we 
had ordered our fhips to meet us.

This ifle is but fmall, and without inhabitants, 
feated at 30 north latitude, in а fpacious bay, three 
leagues from the river Tomaco, and four leagues and 
а half from an Indian village of the fame name : it is 
indifferently high, and well ftored with timber-trees : 
at the north-eaft end is а good fandy bay, near which 
is а fine fpring of frelh water, and againft the bay is 
very good anchorage, at fix or fèven fathom water; 
there is but one channel to approach the ifle at four 
fathom water, but you muft go in with the flood, 
and come out with the ebb. The river of Tomaco, 
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fuppofed to have its rile amongft the rich mountains 
of Quito, has borrowed its name from an adjacent 
village of the farne name. Its banks are well peopled 
by the Indians, and forne Spaniards, who traffic for 
gold with them. It is fo fhallow at the entrance, 
that only barks can enter it. The town of Tomaco 
is а fmall place, feated near the mouth of а river, 
for the entertainment of the Spaniards, who traffic 
in thofe parts. From this place to the branch of the 
river of St. Iago, where we then were at anchor, is 
five leagues.

As the land here is low and füll of creeks, we left 
the river December 21, and crofled thefe fmall bays 
in our canoes: in our way we faw an Indian houfe, 
whence we took the malier, and whole family, and 
fo rowed forward, and came at twelve at night to 
Tomaco: here we feized upon all the inhabitants; 
and, among the reft, one Don Diego de Pinas, а 
Spanilh knight, whofe ffiip was not far off, at an
chor, to lade timber: fo we took her, and found 
thirteen jars of good Фіпе aboard her, but no othec 
lading. An Indian canoe caine aboard us, with three 
of the natives, who were ftrait and well-limb’d, but 
of low ftature, with black hair, long vifages, and 
fmall nofes and eyes, and of а dark complexion. 
The 31 ft, leveral of our men, who had been feven 
or eight leagues up the river, returned with their 
canoes, and brought along with them forne ounces 
of gold they had found in а Spanilh houfe, but the 
people were fled.

January 1, 16Я5, as we were going in our canoes 
from Tomaco towards Gallo, we took а packet of 
letters in а Spanilh boat, lent from Panama to Linia, 
whereby we underftood, that the prefident of Pana
ma wrote to haften the plate-fleet thither from Lima, 
the Armada from Spain being come to Porto-Bello; 
this news foon made us alter our refölution of going 
to Lavelia; inftead whereof, it was refolved to ren
dezvous among the King’s, or Pcarl Iflands, not far
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diftant from Panama, and by which all fhips, bound 
to Panama from the coaft of Lima, muft of necef- 
fity pafs. Accordingly we failed the 7th ; the 8th, 
we took а (hip of 90 toris, laden with flour, and 
continued our voyage with а gentie fouth wind, to- 
wards Gorgonia, an ide twenty-five leagues diftant 
from that of Gallo, where we anchored the 9th, at 
the weft fide of it, in thirty-eighth fathom clean 
ground, two cables length from the fhore, in а fandy 
bay, the land againft it very low *.  ♦

* This ifland is defcribed by Woodes Rogers.
fit

The i3th, we purfued our voyage to the King’s 
Ifle, being now two men of war, and two tenders, 
one firefhip, and the prize : we failed forward with 
the common trade-wind fouth, along low land on 
the continent near the fea-fide, but with a profpeét 
of mountains deeper into the country. The i6th, 
we pafled by cape Corienfes, at 50 10' latitude, be
ing an high point, with four fmall hillocks on the top 
the current then running ftrong to the north. The 
2ift, we came in fight of point Garachina, at 70 20' 
north latitude. The land is high, rocky, and with 
out trees near the fea-fide: witnin the point is pien- 
ty of oyfters and muflels. About twelve leagues 
from this point, are the King’s or Pearl ides: betwixt 
thefe and the before-mentioned point of Garachina, 
is а fmall, flat, barren ifle, called Galleria, near which 
we came to anchor for that time. The King’s or 
Pearl Ides are а good number of low woody ides, 
feven leagues from the continent, and twelve leagues 
from Panama, and fourteen leagues in length north 
north-weft by north, and fouth-eaft by fouth. In 
the maps they are called the Pearl Ifles, though I 
never could fee one pearl-oyfter, or any thing like it 
near them. The channel, betwixt them and the con
tinent is feven or eight leagues broad, of а moderate 
depth, and has good anchoring all along: the ifles, 
though lying clofe together, yet have their channels
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fit for boats. At the end of St. Paül’s ifle is a con
venient careening place, in а good deep channel, in- 
clofed by the land. You muit enter in on the north 
fide, where the tide rifes ten feet perpendicular. Thé 
25th, vjc brought our fhips in with а fpring-tide *,  
and, after having cieaned our barks firft, we fent 
them the 2yth to cruize towards Panama: they 
brought us, the fourth day after, а prize, coming 
from Lavelia with nïaiz, or Indian corn, falted beef, 
and fowls. Lavelia is а large town, feated on the 
bank of а river, on the north fide df the bay of Pa
nama, feven leagues from the fea-fide: as Nata is 
another town, feated in а plain, near another branch 
of the farne river: thefe two places .füpply Panama 
with hogs, fowl, beef, and maiz. In the harbour 
where we careened, we found abundance of Ihell- 
fifh, with forne pigeons and turtie doves.

Our fhips being well careened by the r4th of Fe*  
bruary, and provided with fuel and water, we failed 
out from amonglt the illes the i8th, and anchored 
in the great channel, betwixt the ifles and the con
tinent, at fifteen fathom water, foft oufy ground ; and 
the next day cruized in the channel towards Panama, 
about which the Ihore appears very beautiful, with 
variety of fmall woods and hills; befides that, а 
league from the continent, you fee divers fmall ifles, 
fcattered partly with trees; and the King’s Ifles, on 
the other fide the channel afford а very fair profpeót, 
according to their vafious fliapes and fituations. The 
i6th, we anchored within а league of the ifland of 
Pacheque, in feventeen fathom water and the i8th, 
fteered our courfe with а north eaft wind direétly to
wards Panama, where we anchored direótly oppofite 
to Old Panama, once а place of note in thofe parts ; 
but the greateft part thereof being laid in aflies in 
1673, by fir Henry Morgan, it was never rebuilt 
fince.

About four leagues from the ruins of Old Pana
ma, near the river-fide, ftands New Panama, a very 
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handfome city, in а fpacious bay of the fame name, 
into which difembogue many long navigable rivers, 
fome whereof are not without gold ; befide that, 
it is beautified with many pleafant illes•, the country 
about it affording а delightful profpeét to the fea, 
by reafon of variety of adjacent hilis, vallies, groves, 
and plains: the houfes are for the moft part of 
brick, and pretty lofty, efpecially the prefident’s; 
the churches, monafteries, and other public ftruc- 
tures, which make the beft fhew in the Weft Indies: 
it is encompalTed with а high wall of ftone, on which 
are mounted а good number of guns, which for- 
merly were only planted to the land-fide, but now 
alfo to the fea. This city has а vaft traffic, as be- 
ing the ftaple for all goods to and from all parts of 
Peru and Chili; befide that, every three years, when 
the Spanilh Armada comes to Porto-Bello, the plate- 
fleet comes thither with the king’s plate, befide 
what belongs to the merchants ; whence it is carried 
on mules by land to Porto-Bello.

The 2oth, we anchored within а league of three 
little rocky iflands, called the Perico iflands j and, 
the 21 ft, took another prize, laden with hogs, beef, 
fowl, and falt, from Lavelia. The 24th, fteered 
over to the ifle of Tobago, in the fame bay, fix 
leagues fouth of Panama : its length three miles, 
and its breadth two. It is very rocky and fteep, ex- 
cept on the north fide, where it has an eafy defcent; 
and, as the foil is black and good up to the middle 
of the mountains, they produce abundance of fruit, 
as plantains, bananas, and, near the fea-fide, cocoa 
and mammee-trees; thefe laft are large and ftrait, 
without knots, boughs, or bunches, and fixty or fe- 
venty feet high. At the tops fprout out lome'fmall 
branches, thick and clofe together; the fruit is of 
the bignefs of а large quince, round, and covered 
with а grey rind, which, before it is ripe, is brittle 5 
but, when come to maturity, grows yellow, and will 
peel with eafe. The ripe fruit is of the fame co- 
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lour, like а carrot, fmells and taftes well, and has 
two rough flat ftones in the middle, each of the big- 
nefs of а large almond. The fouth-weft fide is co
vered with trees and fire-wood, but the north fide 
has а very fine frelh-water fpring, which falls from 
the modntains into the fea. Near it formerly ftood 
а pretty town, with а fair church, but the greateft 
part has been deftroyed by the privateers. Oppofite 
to the town, а mile from the fhore, is good an- 
choring, fixteen or eighteen fathom water, foft oufy 
ground. At the north north-weft end lies а fmall 
town, called Tobagilla, with а channel betwixt both ; 
and on the north-eaft fide of Tobagilla, another fmall 
one, without а name.

Whilft we were at an anchor near Tobagilla, we 
were in great danger of being trepanned by а pre- 
tended merchant of Panama, who, under cölour of 
trading privately with us, inftead of а bark, ad- 
vanced with а fire-fhip, pretty near us, hailing us 
with the water-word. Thereupon, fome of our men, 
more fufpicious than the reft, bid her come to an 
anchor; which fite not doing, they fired at her-, 
which fo terrified the men, that they got into their 
canoes, after they had fet her on fire, and we were 
forced to cut our cables, to efcape the danger. At 
the fame time captain Swan, who lay а mile from 
us at anchor, faw а fmall float, with only one man 
upon it, driving towards his fhip, but foon after dif- 
appeared; he fuppofed this to have been а machine, 
made up with combuftible matter, to faften to his 
rudder, (as it happened to captain Sharpe near Co- 
quimbo) but that the fellow, thinking himfelf dif- 
covered, had not courage enough to go forward in 
the enterprize; but captain Swan thought alfo fit to 
cut his cables, and to keep under fail ali night. The 
fire-fhip was framed and managed by one captain 
Bond, who formerly run away trom us to the Spa- 
niards, without whofe affiftance they could not have 
fitted her out; it being almoft incredible, how grofs- 
ly ignorant the Spaniards, in the South Seas, are in
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fea affairs. In the morning, while we were bufy . in 
recovering our anchors, we difccwered а whole fleet 
of canoes, füll of men, pafs betwixt Tobagilla and 
the other ifle, who proved Englifh and French pri- 
vateers, lately come out of the North Sea over the 
Illhmus of Darien ; there were 280 in all, 200 French 
and 80 Englifh j thefe laft were taken aboard cap
tain Davis and captain Swan, and the reft put into 
our flour-prize, under the command of captain Gro- 
net, their countrymep •, in return for -which, he of
fert .1 captain Davis and captain Swan, each а com- 
miffion from the governor of Petit Goave, it being 
their cuflom to carry along with them blank com- 
miffions from the faid governor. Captain Davis ac
cepted of one ; but captain Swan, having one from 
the duke of York, refufcd it-.

Every thing being thus difpofed, we fet fail, March 
the 2d, towards the gulph of St. Michael, in queftof 
captain Townley (who, they told us, was coming 
with 180 Englifh over the ifthmus of Darien.) This 
gulph lies thirty leagues fouth-eaft from Panama, 
and you muft turn for pafiage betwixt theKing’s 1 fles 
and the Continent.

March 3, as we were fteering for the gulph, cap
tain Swan kept near to the Continent, as we did 
nearer to the King’s Ifles ; where, at two of the clock 
in the afternoon, near the place where wc had ca- 
reened our fhips, we met captain Townley with his 
crew, in two barks which they had taken, one laden 
with brandy, wine, and fugar, and the ether with 
flour. As he wanted room for his men, and had 
occafion for the jars in which the Spaniards carry 
their wings, brandy, and oil, in thefe parts, con- 
taining feven or eight gallons a piece, he diftributed 
part tnereof amongft our fhips, being then all at an- 
chor among the King’s Iflands : but, as it was to
wards the latter end of the dry feafon, and all the 
water dried up, we lailed to the point of Garrachina, 
in hopes of finding frefh water. The 21 ft, wean- 
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chored two miles from the point, and found the tids 
very ftrong, coming out of the river Sambo. The 
22d, we anchored at fcftir fathom within the point 5 
we found the tide to run nine feet, and the flood to 
fet north north-eaft, and the ebb fouth fouth-weft: 
the natives brought us forne refrefhments; but, as' 
they did not underftand in the leaft the Spanifh 
tongue, I fuppofe they had no commerce with the 
Spaniards. Meeting with no frefh water here, we 
fet fail for Porto-Pinas, lying feven leagues fouth- 
ward by wert hence, at 70 north latitude. It de- 
rived its name from the vaft numbers of pine-trees 
growing there.

The country rifes, from the fea-fide, by а gentie 
afcent, to а confiderable height, and is pretty woody 
near the fhore: at the entrance of-the harbour are 
two fmall rocks, which render the pafTage into it nar
row, and the harbour but of a fiender compafs; be- 
fide that, it lies expofed to the fouth-weft wind. 
This made us not go into the harbour, but fend our 
boats to bring forne frefh water, which they could 
not perform, by reafon of the high fea near the fhore; 
fo we turned towards point Garrachina, where we ar- 
rived the 29th. In our way, we took а veflel laden 
with cocoa from Guaiaquil: finding ourfelves here 
alfo difappointed in getting of frefh water, we failed 
the 3oth for Tobago, with а fouth fouth-weft wind, 
being now in all nine fhips. April 1, we anchored 
at the ifle of Pacheque, and the 3d at Perico : our 
men took а canoe, with four Indians, and а mulatto; 
who, being found to have been in the firefhip that 
was fent to burn our fhip, was hanged immediately.

Whilft we were employed in filling of water, and 
cutting of wood for fuel, we fent four canoes to the 
Continent, to get forne fugar in the adjacent fugar- 
works, to make our cocoa up into chocolate; but 
efpecially to get forne coppers, which we much 
wanted to boil our viétuals in, fince our number was 
fo confiderably increafed : they brought us three cop-
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pers. In the mean while, captain Davis lent his 
bark to the ille of Ottoque, feated in the bay of Pa
nama, but uninhabited, efccept by а few negroe 
flaves, who bred up forne fowls and hogs there. 
Неге our men met with а meffenger fent to Panama, 
with an account that the Lima fleet was failed: 
moft of the letters had been thrown into the fea •, yet, 
out of the remaining part, we underftood that the 
fleet was coming under а convoy, compofed of all 
the fhips of ftrength that they had been able to bring 
together from Peru. Being informed that the king’s 
fhips always came that way where we now lay, we 
failed the ioth from Tobago to the King’s Ides, and 
the nth anchored at the place, where we careened. 
Неге we met with captain Harris, who had brought 
along with him forne men (we had heard the Indians 
mention before) from the river St. Maria, but they 
were not near fo many as they reported. The igth, 
250 men were fent in canoes to the river Cheapo, to 
furprife the town of the lame name. The 21 ft, we 
followed, and arrived the 2 2d at the ifle of Chepelio, 
а pleafant ifland, feated in the bay of Panama, fe
ven leagues from the city of that name, and one 
league from the Continent, being about two miles 
long, and as many broad, low on the north fide, but 
rifing by an eafy afcent to the fouth. The foil is 
very good, producing in the low grounds flore of 
delicious fruits, fuch as plantains, fapadilloes, avo- 
gato-pears, mammees, mammee-fapotas, ftarapples, 
&c. On the north fide, half а mile from the fhore, 
is а good anchoring-place, where is alfo а very good 
fpring of frelh water near the fea-fide. This ille lies 
diretftly oppofite to the river Cheapo»

The river of Cheapo has its rife in the mountains 
on the nor:h fide, beir.g inclofed afterward between 
them and the mountains on the fouth fide. lt turns 
to the weft, and at laft, forcing its way to the fouth- 
wefl, makes а kind of а femicircle, and afterward 
runs genn’y to the fea, where it difcharges itfelf fe-
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ven leagues from Panama. It is very deep, and а 
quarter of а mile broad; but, by reafon of the fands, 
that choke up its entrance, is navigable only by 
barks. About fix leagues from the fea-fide ftands 
the city of Cheapo, on the left bank of the river, in 
а champagne country, affording а very pleafant view, 
by reafon of divers adjacent hilis, covered with woods, 
though the greateft part is good pafture-ground 
but the fouth fide of the river is all wood-land for 
many leagues. The 250 'men before-mentioned, 
fent to this place, returned the 24th, having taken 
the town without the leaft oppofition; but found 
nothing worth mentioning there. In the way thi- 
ther, they took а canoe with armed men; fent to 
watch our motions ; but the men efcaped for the moft 
part. The 25th beingjoined by captain Harris, we 
failed the 2 6th, and arrived at Tobago the 2 8th; and 
ånding ourfelves now 1000 ftrong, it was confulted, 
whether we Ihould make an attempt upon Panama; 
but being informed by our prifoners, that they had 
received а confiderable reinforcement from Porto- 

’Bello, that defign was laid afide. May 4, we failed 
again for the King’s Ides, whereabout we cruifed 
till the 22d, when we fent two canoes to the ifle of 
Chepelio, to get forne prifoners. They returned the 
25th, with three feamen of Panama, who informed 
us, that, having iflued а ftriét order there, not to 
fetch any plantains from the adjacent ides, this had 
occafioned а great fcarcity; and that they expeóted 
every day the arrival of the fleet from Lima. On 
the fouth fide of the ifle Pacheque lie two or three 
fmall ides, and betwixt them а channel not above 
feven paces wide, and а mile in length. On the eafl: 
fide of this channel we lay at anchor with our whole 
fleet, confifting of ten fail, but only two men of war, 
viz. captain Davis, thirty-fix guns, 156 men; and 
captain Swan, fixteen guns, 140 men-, the red: be
ing provided only with fmall arms, making in all 
960 men; we had alfo one firefliip. Hitherto we 
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had the wind, at north north-eaft, with fair weatherj 
but, the 28th, the rainy feafon began. About eleven 
of the clock, it beginning to clear up, we difcovered 
the Spanilh fleet three leagues weft north-weft front 
the ifle of Pacheque, (landing to the eaft, we being 
then at anchor а league fouth-eaft from the ifle, be- 
twixt it and the Continent. About three in the af- 
ternoon we failed, bearing down right before the 
wind uport the Spaniards, who kept clofe on а wind 
to come up with us ; but night approaching, we ex- 
changed only а few (hot. As foon as it began. to be 
dark, the Spanilh admiral put out а light at his top, 
аз а fignal for the fleet to come to an anchor. In 
half an hour aber, it was taken down again ■, but ap- 
peared foon after as before, which we fuppofing to be 
in the admiral’s top, kept under fail, being to the 
windward; but found ourfelves deceived in our ex- 
peéiation, by а ftratagem contrived by the Spaniards, 
who, having put this fecond light on the topmaft- 
head of one of their barks, fent her to the leeward ; 
fo that, in the morning, we found that they had got 
the weather-gage of us. They came up with füll 
fail; fo we were forced to make а running fight of it 
all the next day, almoft quite round the bay of Pa
nama i for we came to anchor againft the ifle of Pa
cheque. Captain Townley, being hard pre(fed by 
the Spaniards, was forced to-make а bold run through: 
the before-mentioned channel, betwixt Pacheque and 
the three adjacent fmall ides and captain Harris 
was forced away from us during the fight. Thus 
our long projefted defign vanilhed into fmoke. The 
Spanilh fleet, according to the report of fome pri- 
foners taken afterwards by captain Wright, confifted 
of fourteen fail, befides periagoes, or boats of twelve 
or fourteen oars а piece, among which were eight 
(hips of gpod force; viz. from eight to forty-eight 
guns. They were computed to have 3000 men 
aboard the whole fleet, and two firelhips. The 3oth, 
in the morning, we faw the Spanilh fleet three leagues

• to
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to the leeward of us at anchor 5 and, at ten of the 
clock, with an eafy gale from the fouth, making the 
beft of their way to Panama. We do not know 
their lofs. We had but one man killed. Captain 
Gronet, who was not in the fight, laid the fault 
thereof on his men. He was ordered to leave us, 
jn а confultation held for that purpofe, where it was 
alfo refolved to fail for the ifles of Quibo, or Cobaya, 
in queft of captain Harris,

In our voyage to Quibo, the wind being conftantly 
at fouth fouth-weft and fouth-weft, we met with 
very bad weather; fo that we did not rcach thefe ifles 
till June 15, where we met with captain Harris *.

June 6, it being agreed, that, fince we had miflèd 
at fea, we fhould try our fortune by land, the city 
of Leon was pitched upon, (on the coaft of Mexico) 
as being neareft to us; but, wanting canoes to.land 
our men, we cut down trees, to make as many as we 
had occafion for. In the rhean time isomenwere 
fent to make themfelves mafters of Puebla Nova, (a 
town on the continent near thefe ifles) in hopes of 
getting forne provifions there. They took the town 
with much difficulty, and returned the 20th; but 
met with nothing there, except an empty bark. 
July 5, captain Knight came to us, having been far
ther to the weft, where meeting with no purchafe, 
he failed to the fouth as far as the Bay of Guaiaquil, 
where he took two bark-logs with wine, oil, brandy, 
fugar, foap, &c. The mafter declared, that the 
merchant-lhips defigned to have been fent away by 
the Spanilh fleet to Panama, did ftay behind at 
Payta, till farther orders j and that, had he had 
more ftrength, they might eafily have been taken. 
In а month’s time, our canoes being got ready, cap
tain Harris, with his men, went on board captain 
Davis and captain Swan (his fhip being rotten) •, and,

* As the defcriptions in Anfon undoubtedly deferve the prefe
rence, we refer to his voyage for an account of Quibo,
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July 20, we failed from Quibo towards Rio Leja, 
the next port to the city of Leon, being now 64a 
men, eight fail of fhips, three tenders, and a fire- 
fhip, the wind at fouth fouth-weft. Coafting along, 
we pafled by the gulph of Nicoya, that of Dulce, 
and the іПе of Caneo, the land low, covered with 
wood, and almoft deftitute of inhabitants. We had 
variable winds: but molt fouth-weft and weft fouth- 
weft, the land-winds at north north-eaft. We were 
much peftered with tornadoes. Auguft 8, at 11° 20' 
north latitude, we difcovered the Volcano Vejo, or 
old Volcano, the fea-markof RioLeja, bearing north- 
eaft by north; and no fooner had we brought the faid 
mountain to bear north-eaft, but we made provifion 
for landing the next day.

The 9th, we fent 520 of our men in thirty-one 
canoes towards the harbour of RioLega. The wea- 
ther was fair, and the wind favourable, till two in 
the afternoon, when а tempeft, mixed with thunder 
and lightning, had almoft buried us in the fea; but, 
after half an hour, it began to abate, and fo did the 
agitation of the fea, it being obfervable, in thofe 
hot countries, that the waves loon rife and fall. At 
feven of the clock at night it was calm ; but, finding 
we could not be ready to land before day, being five 
leagues from Ihore, we ftaid thereabout till next 
evening, for fear of being difcovered ; but, about 
three of the clock, another tornado had like to have 
put an end to our enterprize. However, as the fame 
did not laft long, we entered the creek lying on the 
fbuth-eaft fide of the harbour, leading to Leva, in 
the night; but durft not go farther till day-break, 
when we rowed deeper into the creek, which is very 
narrow, and the land on both fides marfhy near the 
banks, and füll of mangrove-trees; fo that there is 
no pafling through them. Beyond the mangrove- 
trees, upon the firm ground, they caft up а fmall in- 
trenchment. We rowed as faft as we could, and landed

47
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470 men, leaving the reft (of which number I was 
one) to guard the canoes.

The city of Leon ftands twenty miles in the 
country, in а fandy plain, near а peaked burning 
mountain, thence called the volcano of Leon, the 
way to it being through а champagne country, co
vered with long grafs. Betwixt the landing-place and 
the city werefeveralfugar-works; and, aboutmid-way 
а delicious fordable river, being the only thing they 
met with in their way. Two miles on this fide the 
city is an Indian town, where а pleafant fandy road 
leads you to the city, the houfes whereof are ftone, 
and large, with gardens about them; but low, and 
covered with pantile. It has three churches and а 
cathedral. Its fituation is in а fandy plain, with fa- 
vannas all round about it, which drink up the rain, 
and afford а free pafiåge to the breezes from all fides. 
This makes it both healthful and pleafant, though 
it is not а place of great commerce, all their fub- 
ftance being in cattle and fugar-works.

Our men marched at eight of the clock, captain 
Townley leading the van, at the head of eighty of the 
brilkeft men. Captain Swan followed him with 100 
more; and captain Davis brought up the rear with 
170, in conjunélion with captain Knight. Captain 
Townley, being advanced two miles before the reft, 
and having forced feventy horfe to а retreat at four 
miles on this fide of the city, marched forward, 
and, at three of the clock in the afternoon, with his 
eighty men only, entered the town without refiftance; 
but met with fome oppofition from five hundred foot 
and two hundred horfe, firft in а broad ftreet, and af- 
terwards in the great market place ; but the foot, fee- 
ing the horfe take to their heels, alfo retreated, leav
ing the town to our people’s mercy. Captain Swan 
came not into the town till four o’clock •, Davis about 
Ave-, and Knight, with the remainder, not till fix. 
TheSpaniards killed one of our men, that ftraggled be
find, being very old, and refufing to accept of quarter; 

and
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and took one Smith prifonen Next day, the govër- 
nor fent word he would ranfom the town. We de- 
manded 30,000 pieces of eight, and provifions for 
1000 mén for four months ; which he hot relilhing, 
we-fet the city on fire the i4th, and marched toward 
our canoes the next mornirig. Smith was exchanged 
fora gentlewoman. We releafed another gentleman, 
upon his parole to deliver to us i 50 oxen for his ran
fom at Rio Leja, the place we intended to attack 
next.

Thé i6th in the afternoon, we came back in our 
canoes to the harbour óf Rió Leja, where our fhips 
were come to an anchor by that time. The Creek, 
that leads from Rio Leja, extends from the north- 
weft part of the harbour’s mouth to the north, about 
two leagues from the ifle in the harbour’s mouth, to 
the town. The firft two-third parts are broad ; but 
afterwards clofes in а narrow deep channel, lined on 
both fides with many cocoa-trees. А mile from 
the entrance of the creek, it winds to the weft. 
Here it was, that the Spaniards caft üp an intrench- 
ment, fronting the entrance of the creek, defendéd 
by 100 foldiers, and twenty guards. Below it а boom 
of trees was made acrofs the creek; fo that they 
might have kept off 1000 men, had they not wanted 
courage to keep their poft; but, at the firing of two 
of our guns, they quitted it, leaving us at liberty to 
cut down the boom. This done, we landed, and 
marched to the town of Rio Leja, а fine borough, 
feated а mile thence, upon а fmall river, in а plain. 
It has three churches, and an hofpital with а hand- 
fome garden to it, the place being feated in an un- 
wholefome air, among the fens and marfhes, which 
fend forth а noifome fcent. We took the town with
out the leaft oppofition. The country about it has 
many fugar-works, and inclofures for cattlej and 
great quantities of pitch, tar and cordage are made 
by the country-people. It produces alfo melons, 
pine-apples, guavas, and prickle-pears.

The
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The fhrub, that bears the guava-frtiit, has lorig 

and fmall boughs, а white and frnooth bark, and 
leaves like the hade» The fruit refenibles а pear, 
with а thin rind, and many hard feeds. It may be 
eaten while green, а thing feldom obferved in fruits 
either in the eaft or weft Indies» It is yellow, fofr, 
and well-tafted. After it is ripe, it may be baked 
like pears, and will coddle like apples, There are 
different forts, diftinguilhed by their fhape, tafte, 
and colopr; forne being red, others yellow, in the 
infide. Before it is ripe, it is aftringent; but after- 
wards loofening. The prickle pear grows upon а 
Ihrub five feet high, in many placesi in the Weft In
dies. It thrives beft in faltilh fandy grounds, near 
the fea-lhore. Each branch of this ftirub has two 
or three round leaves, of the breadth of а man’s 
hand, not unlike houfe leek, edged with prickles of 
an inch long. At the extremity of the leaf grows 
the fruit, of the bignefs of а large plum, fmall to*  
wards the leaf, and thicker to the end, where it openS 
like a medlar. The fruit has allo fmall prickles, is 
green at firft, but turns red by degrees. The pulp 
is of the fame colour with the fubftance of а thick 
fyrup, with fmall black feeds. lts tafte is pleafant 
and cooling. I have often obferved, that, if you 
eat twenty or more of them at а time, they will co
lour the urine as red as blood; but without any ill 
confequence.

We found nothing confiderable in the town, ex- 
cept 500 packs of flour, and fome pitch, tar, and' 
cordage. We received alfo the 150 oxen promifed 
by the gentleman we releafed at Leon, which, to- 
gether with the fugar, and fome other cattle we 
found in the country, was extremely welcome to us. 
We ftaid here from the 17th to the 24th. The 25th^ 
captain Davis and captain Swan parted, the firft hav- 
ing а mind to return to the coaft of Peru; the other 
intending to go farther to the weft.. As 1 had а cu- 
<iofitу to be better acquainted with the northern parts
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of the continent of Mexico, I left captain Davis, and 
went aboard captain Swan. Captain Townley, with 
bis two barks, joined us; but captain Harris and 
captain Knight followed captain Davis. The 2?th, 
captain Davis with his lhip, went out of the har- 
bour; but we ftaid fome time behind, to provide 
ourfelves with water and fuel.

By this time our men began to be much affliéted 
with fevers, which we attributed to the remains of 
а contagious diftemper, that lately reigned at Rio 
Leja i for captain Davis’s men underwent the farne 
fate. September 3, we failed again, fteering to the 
weft. We had bad weather all along the coaft, with 
violent tornadoes, thunder and lightning. The tor
nadoes blew from the north-weft. The tempeftuous 
weather kept us out at fea; fo that we faw no land 
till the 14-th, at 120 5Г north latitude. We came 
in fight of the volcano or burning mountain of 
Guatimala. It appears with а double peak, like two 
fugar-loaves, betwixt which fometimes break out 
the fire and fmoke, efpecially before bad weather. 
The city of Guatimala is feated near the foot of this 
high mountain, eight leagues from the South Sea, 
and forty or fifty leagues from the Gulph of Matiquc 
in the Bay of Honduras in the North Seas. It is re- 
puted а rieh city, the country about it abounding 
in feveral commodities peculiar to it, and tranfported 
thence into Europe, efpecially the four noted dyes, 
indico, otta or annatta, filvefter, and cochineal.- The 
land near the volcano of Guatimala is low by the lea- 
fide; but, by degrees, becomes higher and higher 
for about ten leagues from the (hore. We faw 
abundance of drift-wood and pumice-ftones floating 
in the fea. Thefe laft were thrown out by the moun
tain, and walhed by the rains into the fea. The 
24th, at 140 30' north latitude, the weather being 
fettled, captain Townley went afliorc with 106 men 
to the weft, in hopes to find а landing place, 
and fome refrelhmcnts for our fick men. Wc lay
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by till the 2 6th, when, coafting along to the weft, 
with а north-weft wind, we faw а track of high land, 
beginning at the eaft, and running for ten leagues 
within the land to the Weft, where it finks by an eafy 
defcent. On this fide of it, near to the fea, we faw 
rich pafture-plains, mixed with pleafant groves. The 
tountry neat the fea-lhore was defended by fandy 
hilis i but the boifterous waves would not let our 
men land with their canoes. We were forced to 
coaft ftill for eight or nine leagues farther; but cap
tain Townley, feeing no profpect of landing, re- 
turned aboard with his men Oéiober 2. But, being 
refolved to try his fortune again, he forced his ca
noes alhore in а fandy bay, where he landed with 
the lofs of one man, and moft of the powder fpoiled 
with the falt water. When they were got alhore, 
they found the country füll of torrents, and unford- 
able rivulets ; fo they were forced to return to their 
canoes. They were charged by 200 Spaniards and 
Indians but thefe they foon repulfed, and forced 
them to take the way of Teguantapeque, the farne 
town that captain Townley went .to look for, but 
could not get fight of it. Immediately after his re
turn, we failed again, with а brifk north north-eaft 
wind, ftill coafting to the weft, within two miles of 
the Ihore. At fix miles from the land we found nine- 
teen fathom, and, at eight miles, twenty-one fathom, 
Coarfe fand. We could not difcover either creek or 
bay for twenty leagues farther, till we came to the 
ille of Tangola, where there is fafe anchorage. It is 
high, but lmall, yet well furnilhed with wood and 
Water, about а league from the Continent, which has 
(»leafant pafture-grounds near the fea, but high wood- 
and deeper in the country. We failed а league far

ther into the port of Guatulco, one of the beft in 
the kingdom of Mexico, at 150 30' north latitude. 
On the eaft fide of the entrance of the harbour, about 
а mile from it, is а fmall illand adjacent to the Ihore, 
and, on the weft fide of the faid entrance, а great
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hollow rock, open at the top, through which the 
waves of the fea force their paflage, as if through а 
pipe, with а great noife, and to а great height, even 
in the calmeft weather; fo that it affords а good 
mark to feamen bound for this port. The 'whole 
depth of the harbour is about three miles, and its 
breadth one mile. It runs in north-weft. The weit 
fide is the more fecure, becaufe the reft is expofed to 
the fouth-tweft winds, which are frequently on this 
coaft.

Неге captain Townley landed again with forne 
men-, and,. marching to the eaft, came to the river , 
Capalita, which has а very fwift current; but is deep 
at its entrance. А league from Guatulco, two of 
our men fwam over the river, where they feized upon 
three Indians, that were placed there to keep watch. 
As they could not fpeak Spanifh, fo they made figns, 
that they could conduft them to a village ; where - 
upon 140 men were fent, under the conduót of cap
tain Townley, myfelf being one, who returned the 
8th, having feen, after fourteen miles march, а fmall 
Indian village, where they found nothing but forne 
vinelloes drying in the fun. ^The vinello is а perfum® 
which communicates а delicate flavour to chocolate ; 
it grows on а fmall kind of vine, creeping up about 
the trees. This, at firft, bears а yellow flower, which 
produces а cod of the bignefs øf the ftem of а to- 
bacco-leaf, and about fouror five inches long. This 
cod is green at firft, but, when ripe, becomes yel
low : the feeds are black. After they are gathered, 
they lay them in the fun, which makes them foft, 
and of а chefnut colour. They fqueeze it flat after- 
wards with their fingers. The Spaniards, who buy 
this commpdity very cheap of the Indians, Паке them 
afterwards with oil. I never heard of any of the 
vinelloes, except hereabouts, about Caiocha in the 
bay of Campeachy, and Bocco-toro. Near this laft 
place, I gathered them myfelf, and endeavoured to 
eure them, but could not; and, as I know other

• i perfons.
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perfons, who have lived many years in thefe parts, 
and have attempted the farne with no better fuccefsj 
I am apt to believe the Indians have forne peculiar 
Way to eure them, that hitherto is unknown to us.

The ioth, we fent four canoes before to the wert, 
to expeét our coming at Port Angels; and, in the 
mean while, endeavoured to take forne prifoners. 
The i2th, we failed with our fhips from Guatulco; 
the land lying along to the weft, inelining to the 
fouth, for twenty or thirty leagues, the fea-winds at 
north. We coafted along as near as we could to 
the fhore, to take the benefit of the land-wind, the 
fea wind being againft us, befides that we were kept 
back by the current fetting to the eaft; fo that we 
were forced to come to an anchor at Sacrificio, an ifle 
half а mile long, а league to the weft of Guatulco, 
and half а mile from the continent. To the weft of the 
ide appears а good bay, but it is rocky. The beft an- 
chorage is betwixt the ifle and the continent, at five or 
fix fathom water, though the tide is pretty ftrong herej 
the fea rifing about fix feet. The 2 3d, we landed 
100 men at Port Angels, who fubfifted three or four 
days upon falt beef, and got ftore of falt mäiz, 
hogs, cocks and hens, in an adjacent houfe to the 
plain; but could carry but little aboard, by reafon 
of the great diftance from the fea-fide. The 2yth, 
we failed in the morning with the land-wind; about 
noon the fea-wind blew; and, at night, we anchored 
at fixteen fathom water, near a fmall rocky ifle, fix- 
teen leagues weft from Port Angels; and half а mile 
from the Continent. The 28th, we continued our z 
voyage with the land-wind ; the fea-wind blew hard 
in the afternoon, and, at night, we met with the 
other two canoes we had- fènt out from Guatulco; 
they had been as far as the port of Acapulco; and, 
in their return, took in frefh water in fpite of 150 
Spaniards that would have oppofed it. Thence they 
came into а falt-water lake, or pond, on the banks of 
which finding abundance of dry fifli, they brought 
forne aboard us. As we were juft off this lake, we 
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fent twelve men in а canoe for more filh. The eri- 
trance of the lake is clofely hemmed in with rocks 
on both fides, that the païTage betwixt them is not 
above а piftol-lhot over, but within the lake is а 
confiderable compafs. The Spaniards, being alarmed- 
already, now feeing our canoes before the lake, pofted 
themfelves behind the rocks, and fired fuch а volley 
of fhot upon our canoe, at her entering into the 
pond, that they wounded five of our men : however, 
our people rowed forward into the lagune, or pond,, 
out of gun-lhot, where they ftaid two days and three 
nights, not daring to repafs the fame way they came : 
at laft captain Townley, wholay nearer to the fhore 
than we, hearing the firing of forne guns that way, 
manned one of the canoes, and beating the Spaniards 
from the rocks, opened them а free paffage; fo that 
they returned aboard Oélober^i. This lagune is 
in 16° 40' north latitude.

November 2, we paffed by the rock of Algatrofs; 
the land near it is high, woody, and mountainous in 
the country ; fix miles to the weft of the faid rock, 
lie feven or eight white cliffs to the fouth by weft, 
whereof а large fhole runs out five miles at fea. Two 
leagues to the weft of thefe cliffs is an handfome 
river, having а fmall ifle at its entrance: the eaft 
channel is fhallow and fandy, but that to the weft 
will admit of canoes. The 3d, we came to an an- 
ehor oppofice to this river, one mile and an half to 
fhore, at fourteen fathoms. The Spaniards having 
eaft up an intrenchment along the weft channel, de- 
fended by 200 foldiers, we landed our men, and 
forced them thence with little oppofition : we found 
here а good quantity of falt, defigned for the falting 
the fifh they take in the lake ; but we faw no nets, 
hooks, or lines, nor any bark, canoe, or boat. March- 
ing three -leagues into the country, we took а Mu
latto prifoner, who informed us, that lately there was 
а ftout fhip come from Lima to Acapulco : captain 
Townley ftanding in need of a better fhip than that 
which he poffeffed, it was agreed, though not with-
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out forne oppofition from captain Swan, to fetch the 
faid fhip out of that harbour. The 5 th we continued 
coafting to the weit toward Acapulco: the 7th, twelve 
leagues from the fhore we faw the high land of Aca
pulco, very remarkable for а round hill betwixt two 
other hilis; the weftermoft being the largeft and 
higheft, with two hillocks onthe top; but the eafter- 
moft is higher and more peaked thän the middle - 
moft. The port of Acapulco is fo large and con
venient, as to be able to contain forne hundreds of 
fhips without danger. Acrofs the entrance of the 
harbour is а low ifle, one mile and а half long, 
and half а mile broad, ftrctching from eaft to weit. 
At each end is а deep channel for the entrance 
of their fhips, and their coming out, provided 
they enter with the fea-wind, and come out with 
the land-wind, and thefe blow at ftated times of 
the day or night. The channel at the weit end is 
•narrow, but fo deep, that there is no anchorage: 
through this the fhips come in from Manilla, but 
the fhips from Lima pafs through the fouth-weft 
.channel. The harbour runs in eight miles to the 
north ; then, clofing up in а narrow channel, goes 
а mile farther to the weft. At the entrance of this 
channel, on the north-weft fide, juft by the fea-fide, 
ftands the town of Acapulco, near v/hich is а plat
form with а good number of guns; and over-againft 
the town, on the eaft fide, ftands а ftrong caftle, de- 
fended by no lefs than forty great guns; fhips com- 
monly ride within reach of this caftle, at the bottom 
of the harbour. Captain Townley went with 140 
men, in twelve canoes, to fetch out the Lima fhip ; 
but by force of weather, was forced into Port Mar
quis, а good harbour, а league eaft of the port of 
Acapulco: here they ftaid all day, and the next night 
rowed foftly to Acapulco, where they found the fhip 
riding at anchor 100 yards from the caftle and plat
form ; fo that, finding it impoffible to carry her off, 
he returned much diffatisfied. The nth, we failed 
farther to the weft, with the land-wind at north-eaft.
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As the fea-winds are here at fouth-weft, we failed 
along а fandy bay, twenty leagues in length, where 
there was good anchorage two miles from the fhore ; 
but the fea-waves feil with fuch violence againft it, 
that there is no fafe landing-place. Near the fea-fide 
the grounds are. low, and abound with trees, efpe- 
cially with fpreadipg palm-trees, which are fome- 
tipnes twenty or thirty leet hjgh, but no bigger than 
an ordinary afh. The country is intermixed with 
many fmall hills, which are, for the moft part, bar
ren ; but the valleys very fertile. At the weft end of 
this bay, jets out into the fea the hill of Petaplan, 
at 170 20' north latitude, being а round point, that 
appears like an ifle at fea. А little farther to the 
weft, is а little knot of rpund hills : we entered be- 
twixt thefe and the point, where we anchored at the 
north weft fide of the hill, at eleven fathom water. 
Here we fent 170 men afhore •, who, marching 
fourteen miles into the country, came to а wretched 
Indian village, left by the inhabitants; fo that we 
met with nobody but а ‘mulatto worpan, with four 
jmall children : being brought aboard, fhe declared, 
that а caravan of mules, laden with flour and other 
goods, defigned for Acapulco, had ftopt their jour- 
ney on the road to the weft of this village. So we 
failed farther to the weft the 18th, about two leagues, 
to а place called Chequetan, а pretty good harbour, 
having the ponveniency of а frefh-water river, and 

- abundance of wood : we landed ninety-five men, the 
pth, in fix canoes, having the mulatto woman*for  
their guide, at Eftapa, а league weft of Chequetan : 
Hence they were carried by their guide through а 
pathlefs wood, by a river-fide, into a plain, near 
which, ip а farm-houfe, they found the caravan, 
ponfifting of fixty mules, laden with flour, choco
late, cheefes, and earthen-ware; all this they carried, 
except the earthen vefiels, with fome beef they had 
killed, and brought to their canoes, and thence to 
pur (hips. Gaptain Swan went afterwards alhore,
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and killed eighteen cows more without the leaft op-, 
pofition. The country is woody, but fertile, and 
watered with many rivers and rivulets.

The 2ift, we failed with the land-wind, which is 
at north here, and the fea-wind at well fouth-weft, 
coafting along to the weft. At firft the land appears 
with ragged hilis; but, farther to the weft, with 
fruitful ѵаііеуб betwixt them. The 2 5th, we pafled 
by an high hill, divided into peaks, at 180 8' north 
latitude; the Spaniards fay, there' ftands а town, cal- 
led. the Cupan, not far from it, but wecould not find 
the way to it. The 2 0th, 200 men were fent to en- 
deavour to find out the city of Colima, а rieh place-, 
but, though they rowed twenty leagues along the 
fhore, they could not meet with any place to land in, 
and faw not the leaft fign of any inhabitants. At 
two places they faw two horfemen, and our men fol- 
lowed them, but loft the track in the woods ; fo we 
returned the 28th on board; and, foon after, the 
Volcano, or burning mountain, of Colima, very re
markable for its height, at і8°зб' north latitude, 
fix leagues from the fea-fide, appeared, with two 
high points, from each of which iflues always either 
fire or fmoke. The valley, in which it ftands, bears 
the name of the mountain, as does the adjacent 
town, the chief city of all the country. If we may 
credit the Spaniards, it is а moft delightful and fer
tile valley, abounding incocoas, corn, and plantains, 
being, ten or twelve leagues wide to the fea, and 
ftretching а great way .into the country ; but there is 
no landing-place near it, occafioned by the imp^tu- 
ofity of the waters for, about two leagues from the 
eaft fide, is low woody ground, and, at the end, is 
а deep river, which difembogues into the fea; but, 
by reafon of а land-bank at the mouth, there is no 
entrance, even for canoes. The 2pth, 200 men 
were fent again, to try whether they could find any 
path or track leading to the town of Sallagua, feated, 
4S the Spaniards report, at the weft end of the bay of
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the valley of Colima; but, the waves running fo high 
there was no landing, they returned aboard the 
3°th.

December i, we came in fight of the port of Sal- 
lagua at i8° 52': It is а bay, parted by а rocky point 
about the middle ; fo that it appears like two diftinót 
harbours, in either of which is fafe anchorage at ten 
or twelve fathom water, though the weft harbour is 
the beft, having, befide this, the conveniency of а 
fre(h-water rivulet falling into the fea. We faw а 
good number of armed Spaniards, to whom we gave 
а vifit, ,the next morning, with 200 of our beft men; 
but the foot never ftood one charge, and the horfe 
foon followed them : in the purfuit, our men, light- 
ing upon a broad road, leading through а woody and 
rocky country, followed it for four leagues; but, 
finding not the leaft footfteps of any inhabitants, 
they turned back, and in their way took two ftrag- 
gling mulattoes, whp afiured them, that the broad 
road led to the city of Oarrah, four long days jour- 
ney from hence, and that thefe men were fent from 
that city to fecure the fhip from Manilla, that was 
to fet paffengers afhore there. The Spanifh maps 
place the town of Sallagua hereabouts, but we could 
fee no figns of it. December 6, we failed again, coaft- 
ing to the weft towards Cape Corientes, in hopes of 
meeting thereabout with the fhip expeéted from the 
Phiiippines. The fea-winds зге here north-weft, 
and the land-wind at north ; the land indifferent 
high, fprinkled with many ragged points, and woody. 
Here I was afflifted with the dropfy, and fo were 
many of our men: this being а common difeafe on 
this coaft, the natives pretend to eure if with the 
ftone or cod of an alligator (of which they have 
four, viz. one near each leg within the flefh) beaten 
to powder; but we had not the good fortune to meet 
with any of thefe creatures, though they are fome- 
t’imes found hereabouts. Betwixt Sallagua and Cape 
Corientes are divers good ports we did not touch at.
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fis we approached the cape, it appeared with many 
white elite, and, deeper into the country, with 
peaked hilis •, to the weft of thefe runs a ridge of 
mountains, beginning with an high fteep mountain 
at the eaft end, with three peaks, refembling а 
crown; whence the Spaniards called it Coronada, the 
crown land ; but at the weft end it terminates in an 
eafy defeent. The uth, we were in fight of Cape 
Corientes, bearing north by weft, and the Coropada 
to the north. This cape is pretty high, very fteep 
and rocky towards the fea, but flat on the top, and 
covered with treesj it is at 20’ 28' north latitude; 
I found its longitude from Teneriff 239 56", keeping' 
thereby to the weft, according to our courfe ; purfu- 
ant to which computation it is, from the Lizard in 
England, 1210 4.1', and the difference of timeeight 
hours fix minutes. The fhip from the Philippines 
being obliged to make this point in her voyage home- 
wards, we took our ftations with pur four fail, fo as 
that we judged we could not well mifs the Ihips: 
but, as we wanted provifions, fifty or fixty men were 
fent in а bark to the weft of the cape to get fome : 
they returned the iyth without any purchafe, not 
being able to get about the cape, the wind beirig ge
nerally northweft and fouth-weft on this coaft; how- 
ever, they left four canoes, manned with forty-fix 
men, behind, who intended to row to the weft. 
The 18th, we failed to the ifles of Chametly, eigh- 
teen leagues to the eaft of Cape Corientes: They are five 
low, fmall, and woody ifles, furrounded with rocks, and 
lying in form of an half-moon, within а mile from that 
fhore, betwixt which and thefe ifles, there is fafe an- 
chorage. They are inhabited by filhermen, fervants 
to fome of the inhabitants of the city of Purification, 
а confiderable place, fourteen leagues up in the 
country. The 20th, we entered on the fouth-eaft 
fide, and anchored "betwixt the ifles and the conti
nent ; we found here frelh water, wood, and rock- 
filh in great plenty. The 21 ft, fixty of our men, 

under
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under captain Townley, were fent feven or eight 
leagues to the weit, to furprife an Indian village.

The 24th, the four canoes, left thereabout by 
captain Townley’s bark, returned to us near the 
cape, having got beyond it by the help of theiroars, 
and landed in the valley of Valderas, or Val d’Iris, 
the Valley of Flags,, lying at the bottom of а deep 
bay, inclofed between Cape Corientes on the fouth- 
eaft, and the point Pontique on the north-weft. The 
breadth of the valley is three leagues; the fandy bay 
is level to the fea, and affbrds а good landing-place. 
Jn the midft is а good frelh-water river, navigable 
with boats ; but at the latter end of the dry feafon, 
viz. in February, March, and April, it becomes 
brackifh. On the land-fide, this valley is bounded 
by а green hill, which, by its eafy defcent in the val
ley, affbrds а delightful profpeét ■, as do the wide- 
fpread paftures, ftored with cattle, the pleafant groves 
of guavas, orange, and lime-trees, which grow wild 
here in vaft numbers. In this delightful valley we 
landed thirty-feven men, who, advancing three miles 
into the country, were attacked by 150 Spaniards, 
horfe and foot; by good fortune there was an adja
cent wood, which afforded an happy retreat to our 
men, who from thence fired fo furioufly upon the 
Spaniards, that they killed their leader, and feven- 
teen troopers, befides tnany wounded, with the lofs 
only of four men, and two wounded : This made 
the enemy retreat; however, had the foot feconded 
the horfe, fcarce one of our men could have efcaped. 
The 2 8th, captain Townley returned aboard with 
forty bufhels of maiz, which he had taken in an In
dian village to the eaft of Cape Corientes, five leagues 
in the country. We continued cruifing off this cape 
till the firft of January, when we failed for the val
ley of Valderas, to provide ourfelves with fome beef: 
at night we anchored at fixty fathom water, а mile 
from the Ihore.

We continued here till the 7th, and landed 240 
men (50 whereóf were conftantly employed to watch 

the



CAPTAIN WILLIAM DAMPIER. 91 
the motions of the Spaniards:) we killed and falted 
as much beef as would ferve us two months; and, 
had we not wanted falt, we might have had much 
more. By this time our hopes of meeting with the 
Manilla fhip being quite vanilhed, we concluded, 
that, whilft we had been employed in looking for 
provifion afhore fire had given us theflip to the eaft; 
which proved true, according to the account we had 
afterward by feveral prifoners. The lofs of fo great 
and rich а prize mult chiefly be attributed to the wil- 
fulnefs of captain Townley, who would needs at- 
tempt the taking of the Ljma fhip in the harbour of 
Acapulco, when, at the farne time, we ought to have 
provided ourfelves, as we might then have done, 
with beef and maiz for luch an enterpriz;e, which 
whilft we were forced to feek, we loft this fhip; 
whereas, had we not wanted necefTaries, we might 
have gone even as far as Cape Lucas, in California, 
where Sir Thomas Cavendifh formerly took one of 
thefe Manilla fhips. Hitherto we had а double de- 
fign in view; firft, the taking of the Manilla fhip; 
fecondly,. the fearch after rich towns and mines near 
this coaft, not knowing that the wealth hereabouts 
lies all in the inland country; but now, finding our
felves quite deceived in our hopes, we parted, cap
tain Townley going back to the eaft, and we, in 
captain Swan’s fhip, to the weft.

January 7, we failed from this valley, the land
wind being at north-weft, and at night paffed by 
Pontique, the weft point of the Valley of Valderas, 
ten leagues from Cape Corientes, at 200 50' north 
latitude. А league beyond it, to the weft, lie two 
little ifles, called the Pontiques: beyond thofe, the 
fhore runs ragged to the north for eighteen leagues. 
The i4th, we came to anchor in а channel betwixt а 
fmail, white, rocky ifle and the continent, at four- 
teen fathom, at 210 15'. The ifle is three leagues 
from the main; we anchored one league from it. 
From this ifland the land runs in north, making а 
føndy bay; We anchored one league from the conti

nent,
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jient, but there is no landing. We found the land
wind all along here at north-eaft, and the fea-wind 
at north-weft.

The 2oth, we anchored one league on the eaft fide 
of the ifies of Chametly, (different from the before- 
mentioned) being а knot of fix fmall ifies at 23’ 
11', а little to the fouth of the tropic of Cancer, 
three leagues from the continent: one or two of them 
only have fome fandy creeks to the fea-fide, and pro
duce а certain fruit, called Penguins: thefe are of 
two forts, red and yellow; the laft grows on а ftem, 
of the thicknefs of а man’s arm, а foot from the 
ground, with leaves of half а foot long, and one 
inch broad, edged with prickles : the fruit grows juft 
at the top of the ftalk in clufters; they afe round, 
and of the bignefs of an hen’s egg: the rind is pretty 
thick, and the pulp füll of black feeds, of а delight- 
ful tafte. The red penguip is no bigger than an 
pnion, but of the fhape of а nine-pin ; it does not 
grow on а ftalk, but immediately out of the ground, 
ftanding upright, fometimes fixty or feventy in а 
dufter, being encompafled with prickly leaves of one 
foot and an half, or two feet long.

Captain Swan went with 100 nien to the north, to 
find out the river Cullacan, fuppofed to lie at 240 
north latitude, in the province of Cullacan, with а 
fair rich town upon its banks: but, though they had 
rowed above thirty leagues, they could find no river, 
neither was there any fafe landing-place. Seven 
leagues north north-weft from the ifies of Chametly 
is a lake, with а narrow entrance, at 23° 30', called 
Rio de Sall by the Spaniards, it having water enough 
for canoes to enter. Our men landed on the weft 
fide, and took fome maiz at an adjacent farm- 
houfe, and, at another landing, an Indian, who in
formed us, that five leagues thence there was an In
dian town : fo our men marched toward it, and, 
coming near the place, were encountered by а good 
body of Spanfards and Indians; but thefe being 

beaten
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beaten back after the firft charge, they entered the 
town, where they fbund only two or three wounded 
Indians, who told them, that the town was called 
Maflaétan, and that five leagues hence there were two 
rich gold mines. We ftaid here till the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, when eighty men were fent, and landed in 
the River Rofario, about three leagues from the fea. 
They came to а pretty little town, of the farne name, 
where the prifoners aflured them, that the before- 
mentioned mines were not above two leagues from 
thence ; but, as we had prefent occafion for provi- 
fions, we carried aboard ninety bufliels of maiz, 
without fearching after the mines. The 3d, we an- 
chored again ft the ruouth of the river Rofario, one 
league from the fhore, in feven fathom, at 22° 15' 
north latitude. But as this fmall qtiantity of provi- 
fions was not likely to do our bufinefs for our in- 
tended voyage, we landed, the 8th, forty men, to 
feek the river Oletta, fuppofed to lie to the eaft of 
the river Rofario; but they returning without any 
booty, or without being able to find it, we refolved 
to go on the eaft, to the river of St. Iago, where we 
anchored the 1 ith, two miles from the fhore, in fe- 
venteen fathom water, foft oufy ground, three leagues 
from the white high rock of Maxentelbo, bearing 
north north-weft, as the high hill Zelifco bore fouth- 
caft of us.

The river of St. Jage, one of the moft confider- 
able on this coaft, lies in 220 15'. It has ten feet 
water on the bar at low-water: its breadth, at the 
entrance, isabout half а mile; but itis broader with- 
in, three or four rivers difeharging themfelves into it 
there: the water is brackifh; but, near the mouth, 
on the fandy fhore, you may dig frefh water at three 
or four feet. Captain Swan fent out feverity men to 
look for а town, the country having а fair profpeét. 
After they had rowed up and down two days, they 
landed in а corn field, where, while they were bufy 
in gathering the maiz, they feized an Indian, who 
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told them, that four leagues farther there was a town 
called S,a Pecaque. They were no fooner come oh 
board, but captain Swan, with 140 men, went in 
eight canoes five leagues up the river, which was 
thereabout not above а piftol fhot wide, with high 
banks 5 and, landing his men, marched through fer
tile plains and woods for three or four hours : at 
their approach, the Spaniards quitted the place; fo 
we entered it without oppofition.

The town of S'1 Pecaque is feated on the fide of а 
wood, in а fpacious plain. It is not very large, 
but neatly built, with ä fquare market-place in the 
middle, as moft Spanifh towns are, and has two 
churches. There are filver mines five or fix leagues 
from this town : the ore whereof is carried from this 
place by mules to Compoftella, where it is refined. 
Compottella is the capital of this part of Mexico, 
twemy-one leagues diftant from Pecaque, inhabited 
by about 70 white families, and 5 or 600 Mulattoes 
and Indians. As our men found plenty of maiz, fcf- 
gar, falt, and falt-fifh here, captain Swan ordered one 
half of them to carry provifions aboard, whilft the 
other took care of the town : this they did by turns, 
having got forne horfes to eafe them in their labour. 
Thus they continued for two days; but, the icjth, 
Captain Swan, being informed by а prifoner, that 
jooo armed men had lately marched from St. lago 
(a rich town upon the river, three leagues thence) to 
attack our men, ordered his people to get all the 
horfes they could, and to march all together, with 
what provifions they could carry, to their canoes ; 
but they refufing to obey him, till all the provifions 
could be carried on board, he was forced to let one 
half of them go on with 54 horfes•, but they had 
not marched а mile, before the Spaniards, lying in 
ambufh, attacked and killed them all upon the fpot: 
captain Swan marched to their relief, but came too 
late, being all flain and ftript, though, at the farne 
time, they never attempted to engage him, having, 
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queftionlefs, paid pretty dear for their viftory. Cap
tain Swan being returned aboard with the reft of his 
men, with what provifions they had got, it was re- 
folve^to fail to Cape St. Lucas, on California, in 
hopes of а commerce with the Indians there, and, 
confequently, in the lake of California. This lake 
is properly а channel, or part of the.fea, betwixt the 
i(le and the continent; but either not much known 
by the Spaniards, or elfe concealed by them, for fear 
that the other European nations fhould find out that 
way to the mines of New Mexico for they vary 
confiderably about it in their charts ; forne make it 
an ifle, others join it,to the continent, but not one 
of them gives any account of the tides, the depth, 
or harbours, in or near this lake; whereas their hy- 
drographical maps defcribe the coafts towards Afia, 
on the weft fide of the ifle from Cape St. Lucas to 
4O0 north. New Mexico, according to the report 
of the Spaniards, and forne Englifh prifoners there, 
lies near fifty leagues north-weft from Old Mexico, 
where the richeft mines of all this country 'are fup- 
pofed to be; though there are, queftionlefs, forne 
alfo in other parts hereabout, as well as on the con
tinent, near the main-land of California•, though, as 
the Spaniards have mines enough to manage, they 
have not taken the pains to difcover them and the 
vaft diftance of this country has, no doubt, been 
the occafion, that no difcoveries have been made by 
others, or are like to be made, unlefs а nearer way 
thither could be found, I mean by the north-weft.
-1 am not ignorant, that divers unfuccefsful attempts 

have been formed for the difcovery of а north-weft 
paflage : the reafon whereof I attribute to their fearch- 
ing for the paflage at the beginning through Davis’s 
or Hudfon’s bay; whereas, in my opinion, the fearch 
ought to have been begun in the South Seas, and 
thence along by California, and fo а paflage made 
back into the Weft Seas. The farne rule might be 
obferved in difcovering the north-eaft paflage, viz.

to
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to winter about Japan, Corea, and the north-eaft 
part of China, and fo take the advantage of the ap- 
proaching Spring and Summer to go along the coaft 
of Tartary, whence you may have time enough to 
reach Archangel, or forne otherport on thefe coafts. 
From hence we failed the 2ift towards California, 
with а north-weft and weft north-weft wind. After 
we came paft the ifles of St. Maria, we had ftrong 
winds at north north-weft, and at north, the ufual 
trade-wind, and confequently loft ground till Febru- 
ary 6; fo that the 7th we were forced to the eaft 
again, to the Marias, where we anchored the 7th, at 
the eaft end of the middlemoft of thefe ifles, in eight 
fathom, good clear fand. This ifle we call Princé 
George’s Ifle. The ifles called Marias are three 
iflands, ftretching north-weft and fouth-eaft fourteen 
leagues of an indifferent height, ftony, barren, and 
uninhabited, at 1,2 9 40' north latitude, forty leagues 
diftant from Cape St. Lucas on California, bearing 
caft fouth-eaft, and twenty leagues from Cape Cori- 
entes, bearing upon the farne points of the compafs 
with Cape St. Lucas. They produce forne Cedars, 
and, near the fea-fide, а green prickly plant, with 
leaves not unlike the penguin-leaf, and а root like 
that of the fempervive, but much longer. T^ In
dians of California have а great part of their fubfift- 
cnce from thefe roots. We baked and eat fome of 
them, and found them to tafte like the Englifh bur- 
dock boiled. I had been long fick of the dropfy, 
fo I was laid in the fand, and covered up to the head 
for half an hour. I fweated exceedingly, and, I be- 
lieve, with good effeét; for I began to mend foon 
after.

We remained here careening till the 2 6th; but as 
there is no frelh water to be gotten here in the dry 
feafon, we were forced to fail to the valley of Valde- 
ras, where we anchored the 28th, near the mouthof 
the before-mentioned river; which being alfo brack- 
ifh at this time, we failed three leagues nearer to the 
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Cape Corientes, and anchored by a fmall round ifle, 
half а mile from the fiiore, four leagues to the north 
of the cape. The rivulet where we filled our water, 
is on the continent, juft oppofite to the ifle. Being 
by this time fufficiently convinced of our miftake 
concerning the riches of this coaft and the proba- 
bility of finding forne léa-ports worth our taking, 
founded upon an erroneous opinion we had con- 
ceived, that the commerce of this country was car- 
ried on by fea, whereas it is Cntirely managed by 
land, by the help of mules, we were the fooner pre- 
vailed upon to try our fortune in the Eaft Indies.

Our men, being encouraged with the hopes of bet
ler fuccefs for the future, and through the perfua- 
fions of captain Swan, failed from cape Corientes 
March 31. In all this voyage, we faw neither fifli 
nor fowl, except once, being then, according to my 
account, 4975 miles wert from cape Corientes, in the 
kingdom of Mexico, when we faw а vaft number of 
boobies, fuppofed to come from forne rocks not far 
off, and mentioned in forne hydrographical maps (but 
we did not fee them.) After we had failed 1900 
miles, our men began to murmur; but, being en
couraged with fair words by captain Swan, we failed 
fbf^vard ; and, feeing forne clouds letting in the weft, 
they were looked upon as the forerunners of land. 
May 20, at four o’clock in the afternoon, being in 
120 55'north latitude, and fteering weft, we difco- 
vered, to our great joy, the ifle of Guam, at eight 
leagues diftance. Guam is one of the Ladrone ifles, 
under the Spanifli jurifdiftion. lts length is twelve 
leagues, and its breadth four, lying north and l’outh, 
defended by а fmall fort, with fix guns, and а garri- 
fon of thirty foldiers, under а Spanifh governor, for 
the conveniency of the Philippine fhips, that touch 
here for refrefliments in their voyage from Acapulco 
to Manilla. The foil is indifferently fruitlul, pro- 
ducing rice, pine-apples, water-melons, mulk-melonS, 
oranges, limes, cocoa-nuts, and а certain fruit called

Vol. III. 11 the
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the bread-fruit, growing on а tree as large as our 
apple-trees, with dark leaves. The fruit is round, 
and grows on the boughs, like apples, of the big- 
nefs of а good penny-loaf. When ripe, it turns yel
low, foft, and fweet-, but the natives take it green, 
and bake it in an oven, till the rind is black. This 
they fcrape off, and eat the infide, which is foft and 
white, like the infide of new baked bread, having 
neither feed nor ftone; but if it is kept above twenty-1 
four hours it is harlh. As this fruit is in feafon eight 
months in the year, the natives feed upon. no other 
fort of bread during that time. They told us, that 
all the Ladrone ifles had plenty of it. I never heard 
of it in any other place. May 31, we came to an 
anchor on the welt fide of this ifle, near the middle 
of it, one mile from the (hore, there being no an- 
choring on the eaft fide, by reafon of the trade- 
wind, which forces the waves with great violence 
againft it on that fide. The natives are ftrong limbed, 
copper-coloured, with. long black hair, fmall eyes, 
high nofes, thick lips, very white teeth, and of а 
ftern countenance, though they werc very affable 
to us. The air is accounted exceeding wholfome, 
except in the wet feafon betwixt June and Oótober. 
Thele Indians inhabit in fmall villages on the weft 
fide near the Ihore, and have certain priefts to in- 
ftruft thefti in the Chriftian religion. By means of 
forne prefents fent to the governor, and an obliging 
letter from captain Swan, we obtained good ftore of 
hogs, cocoa-nuts, nee, wheaten bifcuits, and other 
refrefliments, befides fifty pounds of Manilla to- 
bacco; and, being informed by one of the friers, 
that the ifle of Mindanao, one of the Philippiae 
iflands, inhabited by Mahomedans, abounded with 
provifions, we failed June 2, with а ftrong eaft wind, 
and arrived the 21 at the ifle of St. John, one of the 
Philippine iflands.

The Philippines are а range of large iflands, reach- 
ing from 5° north latitude to 190, and to i6° lon

gitude.
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gitude. The chief of them is Luconia, where Ma
gellan was killed with а poifoned arrow, and is now 
entirely under the Spanifh fubjeétion. Their capi
tal city here is Manilla, а large town and fea-port, 
feated at the fouth eaft end, oppofite to the ifle of 
Mindora, а place of great ftrength, and vaft trade, 
becaufe the two great (hips from Acapulco fetch 
thence vaft quantities of India commodities, brought 
thither by the Chinefe and Portuguèfe, and fometimes 
alfo by the Englilh of Fort St. George, though by 
ftealth, the Spanifh allowing no commerce here to 
the Englilh or Dutch, for fear they Ihould difcover 
both their weaknefs, and the riches of thofe ides, 
which abound in gold.

To the fouth of Luconia are twelve or fourteen 
other large ides (beddes an inßnite number of leder 
ones) inhabited by Spaniards ; but the two fouther- 
moft, viz. that of St. John and Mindanao, are the 
only ones not fubjeét to the Spanilh jurifdicftion. 
The ide of St. John lies between 70 and 8° north la
titude, on the eaft fide of Mindanao, about four 
leagues from it. Its length, from north north-weft 
to fouth fouth-eaft, is thirty-eight leagues, and its 
breadth about the middle twenty-four leagues. The 
foil is very fat and fertile. Mindanao is, next to 
Luconia, the largeft of all the Philippine idands, 
its length being fixty leagues, and its breadth forty 
or fifty, the fouth end at 50 north latitude, and the 
north-weft end reaching almoft to 80 north latitude. 
The foil is generally fat; and the ftony hilis produce 
many forts of trees, moft of which are not known 
among us. The vallies are watered with frelh brooks 
and rivulets, and ftored with divers forts of ever
green trees and variety of fruits; but, above all the 
reft, а fort of trees, which grow wild in groves fe- 
veral miles long, called the libby-tree by the natives, 
which furniihes the Sago. The poor people feed 
upon it inftead of bread here for three or four months 
in the year.

TheH г
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The libby tree is not unlike the cabbage-tree; 

the bark and wood hard, full of а white pith, like 
that of the elder-tree. They cut down the tree, and, 
fphtting it in the middle, take out the pith, which 
they ftam'p or beat well in a mortar or trough •, 
which done, they put it in а cloth, and, pouring 
water upon it, ftir it well, till the water carries alfo 
the fubftance with it through the cloth into the 
trough this, after it is well fettled, they feparatc 
from the water (by drawing it off) and bake it into 
cakes. The fago, tranfponed hence into other parts 
of the Eaft Indies, is dried into fmall pieces, like 
comfits, and ufed, with milk of almonds, as а good 
remedy againft fluxes, being very aftringent. We 
fhall only add, that the nutmegs here are extremely 
large and good but they do not care to propagate 
them, for fear the Dutch, who monopolize the trade 
of the fpice iflands, fhould be induced to give them 
а vifit.

This ide affbrds both wild and tarne beafts. Of 
tame fowls they have only ducks and hens; but, of 
the wild kind, pigeons, parrots, paraquetoes, turtle- 
doves, bats as big as ou,r kites; and of fmall birds 
an infinite number. Their chief fifli are bonetoes, 
fnooks, cavalies, bremes, mullets, and fea tortoifes. 
Neither do they want harbours, creeks, and rivers. 
The climate of Mindanao is not fo excefiive hot, ef- 
peciallynrar thefea-fide, confidering its fituation near 
the line-, fince the fea-breezes cool the air by day, 
as the land-winds do at night. The wind blows from 
the eaft: from Oétober to May, when it blows weit 
to Oétobcr again. Thefe well winds produce the 
wet feafon, which is heavieft in July and Auguft, 
and begins to remit, by degrees, in September, and 
ceafes in Oétober, when the eaft wind brings fair 
weather till May. Though the inhabitants of the 
ifle of Mindanao are generally alike in colour, fla
ture, and in their religion, (being Mahomedans) yet 
they differ in their language and government.

The
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The Mindanyans, properly fo called, are of low 

dature, with fmall limbs, little heads, and liraight 
bodies; fmall eyes, (hort nofes, wide mouths, thin red 
lips, and black teeth, butfound. Theirhairis black 
and draight; their complexion tawny, but fomething 
brighter than that of other Indians. They are inge- 
nious and nimble, but much addiéted to idlenels; 
civil and obliging to drangers, but withal impla- 
cable when once difobliged. Their cloathings are, 
а turban ti'ed once round the head with cloth, the 
ends fringed or laced, tied in а knot, and hanging 
down. They wear alfo breeches, and frocks over 
them ; but neither ftockings nor fhoes. The women 
tie their black and long hair together in а knot, hang
ing down behind. They are fmaller-featured than 
the men, and have very little feet. Their garments 
are only а piece of cloth fewed together at both ends, 
and а frock reaching а little below the waift

One peculiar cuftom they have in the city of Min
danao, that as foon as any drangers arrive, the men 
of Mindanao come aboard, to invite them to their 
houfes, where they are fure to inquire, whether any 
of them have а mind for а Pagally, or innocent fe
male friend. The drangers, in civility, are obli- 
ged to accept the offer made them of fuch а friend, 
and to fhew their gratitude by а fmall prefent, as 
the continuance of the farne friendfhip mud be pur- 
chafed by forne other trides; in return for which, 
they have the liberty to eat, drink, and Пеер in their 
friends houfes for their money. They have no other 
entertainment there gratis, except а little tobacco and 
betel, а mean way of beggi ng, though praétifed even 
among the richeft of the place.

The capital of this ide bears the farne name with 
the idand, and is feated on the fouth fide, two miles 
from the fea, upon the bank of а fmall river, in 7° 
20' north latitude. Their houfes are built upon 
pods, from fourteen to twenty feet high, having only 
one door, but many rooms or partitions, The ful-
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tan’s houfe refts upon 150 great pofts, and was much 
higher than the reft, with great broad flairs leading 
up to it. In ehe hall ftood twenty pieces of iron can- 
non, placed on field carriages. The general, and 
other great men, have alfo forne guns in their houfes, 
the floors whereof are generally well matted, they 
ufing no chairs, but fitting crofs-legged. Their or- 
dinary food here is rice, fago, and fome fmall fifh 5 
but the better fort eat buffaloes and fowl, though а 
great deal of rice with them.

The chief trades in this city are goldfmiths, Ыаск- 
fmiths, carpenters, and fhipwrights; for they build 
good fhips both for tråde and war. Their chief Com
modities exported, are gold, bees-wax, and tobacco. 
The two firft they purchafe from the mountaineers; 
and the laft grows all over the іПе in vaft plenty. 
Thefe they exchange forcalicoes, mullins, and China 
filks. The Mindanao tobacco is reckoned no way 
inferjor to that of Manilla; yet you may buy ten or 
twelve pounds of it for а rial. They have many wives; 
but I never could learn their marriage-ceremonies, 
except that they feaft their friends for the moft part 
of the night. They are under the government of а 
fultan, who is poor enough -, but fo abfolute, that he 
even commands every private fubjeft’s purfe at plea- 
fure. He was between fifty and fixty years old, and 
had twenty nine concubines, befides his queen. When 
he goes abroad, he is carried on а couch upon four 
mens Ihoulders, attended by а guard of eight or ten 
men He haj а brother called Raja Laut, who is 
both chief minifter and general, а Ihrewd man, of 
good converfation, who both fpeaks and writes Spa- 
nilh very well. In their wars they make ufe of fwords, 
lances, and hand-creflèts, а weapon much like a bayo- 
net, which the greateft to the meaneft always wear 
about them. They never fight any pitched battle 
in the field, but make fmall wooden forts, defended 
by guns, wherein they encamp, and endeavour to 
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furprize one another by fmall parties •, and they nei- 
ther give nor take quarter.

We came to anchor at the north eaft fide of the 
ifle; but, underftanding by forne of the natives, that 
the city of Mindanao was on the weft fide, we fteered 
to the fouth-eait with а louth-weft wind. We ar- 
rived July i8th, at the entrance of the river Minda
nao, in 6° 2г' north latitude, and23° 12'longitude 
weft from the Lizard of England, where wc anchored 
in fifteen fathom water, clear hard fand, two miles 
from the (hore.

Soon after, Raja Laut, and one of the fultan’s 
fons, came aboard us, and demanded in Spanifh, who 
we were; and, being told that we were Englifh, they 
afked, whether we were come to fettle among them, 
of which they had had fome promile before, and 
were now in hopes to fee it effeóted, and to ferve 
them for а proteétion againft the Dutch, whom they 
very much dreaded. Truly, had we confidered the 
matter, it would have been much for our advantage 
to have done fo, confidering the commodious fitua- 
tion of the ifle of Mindanao, betwixt the fpice 
iflands and the Philippines: neither did we want any 
thing requifite for l'uch а tettlement, being provided 
with all forts of artificers, as carpenters, bricklayers, 
fhoemakers, taylors, &c. as alfo with convenient 
tools, arms, guns great and fmall, and ammunition 
fufficient forfuch а beginning : and, notwithftanding 
the great diftance of this ifland from England, we 
needed not have been without hopes of feafonable 
fupplies thence. But to return to Raja Laut and his 
nephew : they invited captain Swan afhore, and pro- 
mifed to furnifh him with what provifions he wanted, 
defiring, that, in the mean time, we (hould fecure 
our (hip in the river, for fear of the approaching 
weft winds; which captain Swan, after fome delibe- 
ration, agreed to.

The tempefluous weather now approaching, the 
failors haulcd the (hip up the river, 50 or 60 fifher- 
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men lending their affiftance ; after which, they 
mo.ired her in а hoie dug for that purpofe, where- 
in fhe was always a-float, and here many citizens 
canie on board of her, who foon provided the men 
with Fagallys, and captain Swan being generally at- 
tended at dinrier with his trumpets, Raja Laut was 
greatly delighted with the mufic.

Düring the wet lealon, the city of Mindanao, 
which is а mile in length, and ftretches along the 
bank of the river, was а perfeét pond, and the 
floods frequéntly walhed down large pieces of tim- 
ber from the country, that would have endangered 
the vefiel, had not great care been taken to prevent 
it. As foon as the floods began to fubfide, captain 
Swan hired а warehoufe. in which he depofited his 
goods and fails in order to careen the (hip, when 
it was furprifing to fee the multitude of worms that 
had eaten inio her bottom, during her ftay in this 
harbour. But having new fheathed her, they tteered 
out on the ioth of December, when they began to 
take in ric •, and to fill their water. But the king’s 
brother, who had his views in delaying the vefiel, 
conftantly kept feveral of the men on fhore, hunt
ing of black cattle, under the pretence of ftocking 
the fhip with beef. However, in ten days, they met 
with oniy four cows, none of which they were able 
to run down.

At this time, captain Swan had forne thoughts 
of qui'ting Mindanao, in order to take in а lading 
of fpice, in а neighbouring ifland, which is fince 
fallen into the hands of the Dutch. However, moft 
of his men expefted that he would have continued 
privateering, to which he had an utter averfion, 
though he carefully concealed it from his people.

The day after Chriftmas-day, Raja Laut had а 
hunting match, in fearch of black cattle, in which 
he was accompanied by five or fix Englifhmen, and 
all his wives:; but in this hunting match they killed 
but three heifers. However, he and his Company 

got
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got drunk two or three times, with а pleafant extrafl: 
of rice.

At th.s time, one of the Englilh failors happening 
accidentally to find captain Swan’s journal, in which 
he had taken notice of the flightefl offence of every 
failor on board, and was even lavifh of invedives 
againft the whole crew in general, he fhewed it to 
the relt of his comrades, who, upon this, refolved 
to depofe captain Swan, which they accordingly did, 
chufing Mr. Read captain in his room, and Mr. 
Teate, mafter ; and leaving him with thirty-fix men 
on Ihore, fet fail on the I4th of January, 1687, in 
order to cruize before Manilla.

February 3, we anchored in а bay on the weft 
fide of an ifland without а name, in 90 15', on the 
weit fide of the ifle of Sebo, in 18 fathom water, 
oufy ground. lts length is eight or ten leagues. In 
the middle of this bay we faw а low, fmall, woody 
ifle, haunted by а fort of bats, of the bignefs of а 
large fowl, their wings, when extended, being feven 
or eight feet long: every night we faw them, in vaft 
fwarms, take their flight towards the great ifle, and 
return to the little one in the morning.

We failed hence February 10, with а north wind, 
coafting along the weft fide of the Philippine ifles. 
In our paflage by Panga, (а large ifle inhabited by 
the Spaniards) we faw many fires, fuppofed to be 
lighted to give notice of our approach, it being rare 
to fee а fliip on this coaft. The iSth, we came to 
an anchor at the north-weft end of the ifle of Min- 
dora, in ten fathom : it is а large ifle, the middle of 
it lying in 13° longitude. lt ftretches in length 
forty leagues north-weft and fouth-eaft. А fmall 
brook of water runs into the fea near the place where 
we anchored, and we faw good ftore of hogs and 
oxen, but they were fo wild we could catch or kill 
none. Whilft we were here, а canoe, with four In
dians, came hieher from Manilla, who told us, that 

the
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the harbour of Manilla was feldom without twenty 
or thirty veflels, Chinefe, Portuguefe, and Spani
ards i and that if we had а mind to trade, (clande- 
ftinely) they would carry our letters to certain mer- 
chants there. The 2ift, we failed again, and, the 
2$d, came to the fouth-eaft end of the ifle of Luco- 
nia. We took two Spanilh barks from Pagaflanam, 
a finali town on the north-eaft of this ifle, bound to 
Manilla: one of thefe had goods aboard for the Aca
pulco fhip.

The ifle of Luconia extends in length 6 or 70 of 
longitude, and its breadth, near the middle, fixty 
leagues. The fouth end is in 120 30', and the north 
end in 900 north latitude. It is furrounded by ma- 
ny other fmall ifles, efpecially at the north end. 
Mindora is the chief, and the neareft to it, and im- 
parts its name to а channel that runs between it and 
the ifle of Luconia, called the Streights of Mindora. 
The country is partly compofed of large pafture 
plains, and partly of mountains. Thefe afford fome 
gold, as the favannas or plains are well ftored with 
buffaloes, bullocks, horfes, (heep, goats, and hogs. 
The inhabitants, who live in little towns, are In
dians, under the Spanifh jurifdiétion, and inftrudted 
in the Romilh religion by Spanifh priefts.

Manilla is the chief, if not the only city of the ifle 
of Luconia, feated at the foot of a ridge of high 
hills fronting the harbour, near the fouth-weft point 
of the ifle, in 140 north latitude. It is defended by 
а ftrong wall; the houfes are fpacious, ftrong, and 
covered with pantile; and the ftreets large and re
gulär, with а market-place in the midft. They have 
many fair churches and convents. The harbour is 
very large. Belides the two great Acapulco fhips, 
they have abondance of fmall veflels of their own. 
The Chinefe have commonly thirty or forty junks or 
ftout veflels here: and the Portuguefe have alfo li- 
berty of commcrce in this ifle. А league on this 
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lide the city is а ftrong fort to defend the harbour, 
where the great fhips lay at anchor.

The time of the year being too far fpent for our 
purpole, we refolved to fail for Pulo Condore, а 
knot of fmall ides on the coaft of Cambodia, and to 
return in May, to lie in wait for the Acapulco Пир. 
Accordingly, February 26, we failed from Luconia. 
Coming to 140 north latitude, we fteered fouth by 
weft for Pulo Condore •, and, in our way thither, got 
fight of the fouth end of the Prafel iholes, of three 
fandy ifles, or large fpots of fands, ftanding juft 
above the water, а mile from us. March 13, we 
came in fight of Pulo Condore, or the ifle of Condore, 
and anchored the i4th on the north fide of the ifle, 
in ten fathom, clean hard fand, two miles from the 
fliore. Pulo Condore is the chief of а knot of 
ifles, and the only inhabited one of them, in 8° 40' 
north latitude, forty leagues fouth by eaft from the 
mouth of the river of Cambodia. Two of thefe 
ifles are pretty high and large, the reft very fmall. 
That I fpeak of, is five leagues long, lying eaft and 
weft, and three miles broad, but in forne places not 
а mile. The other large ifle is three miles long, 
ftretching north and fouth : betwixt thofe two, at 
the weft end of the largeft, is a convenient harbour, 
the eDtrance on the north fide, where thefe two 
ifles lie а mile afunder. On the largeft ifle grows а 
tall tree, the trunk three or four feet diameter, which 
the inhabitants cut horizontally half through, а fopt 
from the ground 5 and then cutting the other part 
aflope inwardly down, till it meets with the tranfverfe 
cut, thence diftils a liquor into an hollow made in 
the femicircular ftump; which, when boiled, becomes 
good tar; and, if boiled ftill more, perfeft pitch, 
and anfwers both ufes. Such а tree affords two 
quarts of juice every day for а month together, then 
dries up, and recovers again. Here are alfo mango- 
trees, the fruit whereof they pickle, while they are 
green, with falt, vinegar, and а little garlick. Grapes 
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grow in this ide on а ftrait tree, of а foot diameter, 
in clufters about the body of the tree, like the co
cons they are both red and white, much like our 
grapes, and of а pleafant tafte. This ifle alfo 
abounds in wild nutmeg-trees : thefe are of the big- 
nefs of our walnut-trees, and the fruit grows amongft 
the boughs, like our walnuts. It is fmaller than the 
true nutmeg, but grows like it, and is of the fame 
Ihape, but without fmell or tafte. Befides hogs, 
guanoes, and lizards, thefe ifles have divers forts of 
birds, as parrots, parraquetoes, turtle-doves, pigeons, 
and wild cocks and hens. The fea affbrds limpets, 
muffels, and tortoifes. They have many frelh-water 
brooks, running into the fea for ten months in the 
year, and lie very conveniently for trade with Japan, 
China, Manilla, Tunquin, Cochinchina, &c.

The inhabitants of the ifle of Condore are origi
nally Cochinchinefe, of а middle ftature, but well- 
fhaped, much darker than the Mindanyans; their 
hair is ftraight and black, their eyes of the fame co- 
lour, but frnall •, and fo are their nofes, yet pretty 
high ; their lips thin, with а little mouth, and white 
teeth. They are very civil, but poor, having no 
other employment but to gather the juice for tar, 
and draw forne oil from the fat of the tortoife, which 
they trarifport to Cochinchina. They offer their wo- 
men to all ftrangers for а very frnall matter; а cuf- 
tom ufed alfo at Pegu, Siam, Cochinchina and Cam- 
bodia; in the Eaft Indies, and on the coaft of Guinea, 
in Africa, and alfo at Tunquin. They are Pagans, 
and worfhip chiefly the elephant and horfë, befide 
other images of birds and filh. But I obferved none 
of human Ihape.

March 15, we looked for а place to careen in ; 
and, having met with one, we entered the fame the 
i6th, where we ftaid till the 6th of April, when we 
went hence to the place where we anchored before, 
on the north fide of the great ifle, to fill frefh water •, 
which beiag accomplilhed by the 2ift, we failed 
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again from Pulo Condore, our courfe weft by fouth, 
With an eaft north-eaft wind, for the bay of Siam. 
The 24dl, we entered the bay of Siam, which is very 
deep •, and went in among the ifles, at the bottom 
of the bay. In one of thefe we found а fmall vil- 
lage, inhabited by fifhermen, but no fifh: fo we 
turned back ; but, being becalmed, did not return 
to Pulo Ubi till May 13, where we caft anchor on 
fhe eaft fide, and were detained by tempefts till the 
2oth. The 2ift, we failed thence back for Pulo 
Condore, where we came to an anchor the 24th: 
here five or fix of our men, going aboard а Malayan 
veflel, were flabbed by the fhip’s crew.

June 4, being provided with fuel and frefh-water, 
we failed from Pulo Condore, with а fouth weit wind, 
intending to make Manilla ; but the wind loon turn- 
ing eaft and fouth-eaft, and continuing fo for ten 
days, we were forced to alter our courfe, and fteer 
for the ifle of Prata, а fmall low ifland, inclofed with 
rocks, in the way betwixt Canton (a Chinefe fea- 
port) and Manilla, in 20° 4 north latitude •, but the 
eaft winds continuing for five or fix days longer with 
great violence, we faw ourfeltees obliged to alter our 
refolution once more, and to obey the wind, which 
brought us near the Chinefe fhore the 2$th of June, 
where we came to an anchor on the north-eait end 
of the ifle of St. John, lying on the fea-coaft of 
Quantung or Canton, in China, in 220 30' north la
titude. The inhabitants live, for the moft part, 
by cultivating their grounds, which produce rice. 
Whilft we lay at anchor here, а Chinefe Junk lay 
near us: fhe was flat both at the head and ftern, with 
little huts on her deck of three feet high, covered 
with palmetto-trees. She had а large cabin with an 
altar, and lamp burning in it. The hold was di- 
vided into feveral partitjons, each of them fo tight, 
that, if а leak Ihould fpring in one, the goods in the 
next would receive no damage. Every merchant 
has his particular room, where he ftows his goods, 
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and fometimes lodges in it himfelf. Thefe junks 
have no more than two mafts, viz. a main-maft and 
fore-maft: the laft has a fquare fail and fquare yard •, 
but the main-maft has a fail narrow aloft like a floop’s 
fail. In fair weather they ufe alfo а top-fail, which 
they hail down on the deck in foul weather, yard 
and all. The main maft of the biggeft junks are as 
big as any of our third-rate men of war, but not 
pieced, being all of one tree.

As we faw the forerunners of an approaching tem- 
peft, we weighed anchor, not to want fea room. It 
was not long before we found our guefs too true; 
for the next day, being the 4th of July, the wind 
coming to the north-eaft, we were furprifed by the 
moft violent tempeft I ever remember; which lafted, 
by intervals, till the 6th. We refitted our fhip; 
but our men, being terrified to the higheft degree 
by the laft ftorm, and dreading the approaching full- 
moon, refolved to fteer towards the Pifcadores, or 
Fiflier Ifles, in 230 north latitude.

Thefe are а good number of iflands, lying betwixt 
the ifle of Formofa, and the continent of China. Be
twixt the two eaftermcft is а good harbour; and, on 
the weft fide of the eaftèrmoft, is а large town and 
fort, defended by а Tartar garrifon of about three 
hundred men. The houfes were low, but neatly 
built. On the ifland, on the weft fide of the har
bour, near the fea-fide, we faw another fmall town, 
inhabited by Chinefe; and moft of the other ifles 
have forne Chinefe (more or lefs) living in them. 
We came to an anchor in the harbour July 20, and, 
fending our boat afhore, were civilly received by 
the Tartarian governor, who fent us forne prefents, 
(among the reft а heifer, the fineft I ever eat in ту 
life) but would not allow us either to trade there, 
or come afhore on that ide. In return for which Mr. 
Read (now our captain) fent him а filver-hilted fword, 
а carbine, and а gold chain.

We
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We failed from hence the 2gth with а fouth-weft 

wind, fteering for certain iflands we had pitched 
upon, that lie betwixt Formofa and Luconia, being 
known by no other names than the Five Ifles. We 
failed by the fouth-weft end of Formofa, а large ille 
fituated betwixt 210 20', and 250 10'north latitude, 
from fouth to north. lts longitude is from 1420 5' 
to 1430 16' eaft from the peak of Teneriff. It was 
formerly well inhabited by the Chinefe, and fre- 
quented by the Englifh ; but the Tartars have fince 
fpoiled the harbour, for fear the Chinefe fhould for- 
tify themfelves there. Auguft 6, we came to an 
anchor on the eaft fide of the northermoft of the 
Five Ifles in fifteen fathom water: they lay in 200 
20' north latitude and their longitude, according to 
the charts, is 141° 50'. Contrary to our expeéta- 
tions, we found, on the ifle near which we anchored, 
three or four large towns. The weftermoft ille is 
the biggelt: this the Dutch among us called the 
Prince of Orange Ifle, being feven or eight leagues 
long, and two broad, ftretching north and fouth. 
There are two more large ifles; the northermoft we 
called Grafton Ifle: it ftretches-four leagues in length 
north and fouth, and is one league and an half broad: 
unto the third great ifle we gave the name of Mon- 
mouth Ifle, lying to the fouth of Grafton Ifle, three 
leagues long north and fouth, and one broad: the 
other two ifles, lying eaft and weft, betwixt Monmouth 
and the fouth end of Orange Ifle, are called the Ba- 
lhee, (from а certain liquor we drink there) and the 
Goat ifles.

Orange illand is the largeft, but uninhabited, be
ing rocky and barren, and no anchorage near it. 
Monmouth and Grafton ifles are hilly, but well in
habited. The Goat and Bafhee ifles are flat and even, 
and the firft has one town in it. The hilis of all thyfe 
ifles are rocky, but the vallies fertile in grafs, plan- 
tains, bananas, pine-apples, pompions, fugar-canes, 
potatoes, and forne cotton; and are well wate red' 
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with brooks of frefh-water. They are alfo well ftored 
with goats and hogs, but fcarce any fowl, either wild 
or tame.

The • natives are fhort and thick, round-vifaged, 
with low foreheads, and thick eye-brows; their eyes 
of an hazel colour, and fmall, but much bigger than 
the Chinefe ; their nofes are both low and fhort •» their 
lip and mouth middle-fized, with white teeth, and 
thick, black, lank hair, cut fhort to their ears-, their 
complexion is of а dark copper-colour. They go al- 
ways bare-headed; and the greateft part have no 
cloaths, but а clout about the middle: forne have 
jackets of plantain-leaves, as rough as а bear-fkin. 
The women have а fhort petticoat of coarfe calico, 
(of their own making) which reaches а little below 
the knees. Both fexes wear ear-rings made of а yel
low metal, having the weight and colour of true 
gold, but fomething paler : whether it were fuch in 
effeét or по, I am not able to fay ; for it looks of а 
fine colour at firft, but afterwards fades j which made 
us fufpeét it, and therefore our people did not pur- 
chafe much of it. We obferved the natives to be- 
fmear it with red earth, and then, putting it into а 
quick fire till it was red-hot, brought it to its former 
colour again.

Their houfes are fmall, and fcarce five feet high. 
They inhabit in villages, built on the fides of rocky 
hilis, three or four rows one above another. Thel’e 
rocky precipices are framed by nature into different 
degrees, or, as it were, deep fteps or ftories, upon 
each of which they build а row of their houfes, com- 
municating together gradually, by ladders fec from 
each of thefe rows up to one another in the middle 
of it i which if they remove, there is no coming at 
them. They are alfo very expert in budding their 
boats, (for the men live modly by fifhing) much likc 
our Deal yauls. They have alfo larger veffels, ma- 
naged with twelve or fourteen oars, two men on one 
bank. They never kill any goats or hogs themfclves, 

but
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but feed upon the guts or entrails -, and their fkins, 
which they broil, atter they have finged the hair off. 
They make alfo а dith of locufts, which come at cer- 
tain feafons to devour their potatoes. They take 
them with nets, and broil or bake them in an earthen 
pan. This di(h eats well enough. Their ordinary 
drink is water; but, befides this, they boil а fort of 
liquor out of the juice of fugar-canes, mixed with 
black-berries: this they put afterwards into jars, 
and let it work four or five days. After it is fettled, 
it becomes clear, and affords а drong and pleafant 
liquor, in talte and colour not unlike Englith beer. 
The natives call this liquor Bafliee j whence our crew 
gave this name to one of the ides.

What language they fpeak, I know not, as not 
having any affinity either with the Chinefe or Ma- 
layan languages. The only arms they ufe are lances, 
headed with iron ; and they wear а kind of armour of 
а buffalo’s hide, without any fleeves, which reaches 
down below the knees, where it is three feet wide, 
and as ftiff as а board, but clofe aboi.it their Ihoul- 
ders. I could not perceive them worfhip any thing; 
neither faw I any idols, or any government or prece- 
dency among themfelves, except that the children 
were very refpeftful to their parents. However, it 
is likely, they have forne ancient cuftoms inftead of 
laws; for we faw а young lad buried alive, as we 
fuppofed, for theft.

They have but one wife, and fhe and the children 
are very obedientto the head of the family ; the boys 
are educated to fifhing, and the giris to work with 
their mothers in the plantations, which are in the 
vallies, where every man plants his own ground ac- 
cording to the bignefs of his family. For the reft, 
they are а fort of civil quiet people, not only to dran
gers, but alfo among themfelves ; for all the time 
we were here, whillt they came frequently aboard 
us, they ufed to exchange their yellow metal, their 
goats and fruit, for iron. During our ftay here, we
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had provided ourfelves with feventy or eighty fat 
hogs, and plenty of potatoes, for our intended voy- 
age to the ifle of Manilla: but, September 25, be- 
ing again furprifed with а molt violent tempeft, which 
forced us out to the fea, we were every moment in 
danger of being fwallowed up by the waves till the 
29th, when the fury of the winds being fbmewhat 
allayed, we made the beft of our way back to the 
ifle, of which we got light the ßoth, but could not 
come to an anchor in the fame place where we were 
before, till the ift of Oktober. This laft ftorm fo 
dilheartened our men, that they all refolved to lay 
afide their defign of cruifing before Manilla; but, 
by the perfuafion of captain Read, and captain Teat 
the mafter, they refolved to go to cape Comorin, 
and thence into the Red Sea. As the eaftern Mon- 
foon was at hand, our neareft and beft way had been 
to pafs through the ftreight of Malacca; but captain 
Teat perfuaded them to go round on the eaft fide of 
the Philippine ifles, and fo, keeping fouth of the 
Spice ifles, to pafs into the Indian ocean, about the 
ifle of Timor.

We failed Oótober 3, from the ifles to the fouth, 
intending to pafs through the Spice iflands : we failed 
on the eaft fide of Luconia, and the other Philip
pine iflands, coafting to the fouth.

We arrived, November 9, at the ifland Celebes, 
where we anchored at the north-eaft end. The ifle 
extends itfelffrom north to fouth, in 70 latitude, and 
in breadth 30. It lies under the line, the north end 
at i 0 30' north latitude, and the fouth end at 50 80' 
fouth latitude. At the fouth end of the ifle is а 
gulph, eight leagues wide, and fifty long, running 
direétly north into the country, h iving divers fmall 
iflands in the middle of it. Near the fouth end, at 
the weft fide of the ifle, is feated Macaflar, а rieh 
and ftrong town belonging to the Ducch. By reafon 
of the ftrong current fitting to the Weft, we had 

2 niuch
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much ado to get to the eaft fide of the ifle; and the 
2 2d, being at i° 20'fouth, we faw а large opening 
like а creek j and, fix leagues to the fouth of it, 
а range of large and fmall ifles, and many (hoals, 
betwixt which and the ifle of Celebes we paffed, not 
without trouble, and came to an anchor half а mile 
from the great ifland, in eight fathom fandy ground, 
in i° 50' fouth latitude. We ftaid there till the 
29th, and the 3oth fteered away fouth betwixt two 
fhoals, at 3’ fouth latitude, ten leagues from the 
ifle of Celebes. Toward the evening, we faw two 
or three fpouts: а fpout is а piece of а cloud, hang- 
ing down, feemingly floping, and fometimes bend
ing like а bow, but never perpendicular; after which 
the fea begins to foam, and you fee the water move 
gently round, till, increafing in а whirling motion, 
it flies upward, а hundred paces in circumference at 
the bottom, but leflening gradually to the fmallnefs 
of а fpout, through which the fea-water appears to 
be conveyed into the clouds, as is manifeft by the in- 
creafe of the bulk and blacknefs thereof: then you 
fee immediately the cloud (which was immoveable 
before) drive along, and the fpout keeping the farne 
courfé for half an hour, till the fucking is over, and 
then breaking off, all the water that was below the 
fpout, or pendulous cloud, falls again into the fea, 
with а terrible noife and clalhing; however, thefe 
fpouts are more terrible than dangerous.

December 1, fteering fouth, with а fouth fouth- 
caft wind, at з° 34' fouth latitude, we got fight of 
the ifle of Bouton, about ten leagues fouth weft of 
us: the 5th, we got clofe to the north-weft end of 
Bouton Ifle, but the harbour is at the eaft fide of it, 
in 40 54' fouth latitude. This ifland ftretches twenty- 
five leagues in length fouth-weft, and north-weft four 
leagues from the fouth-eaft end of the ifle of Celebes; 
its breadth is ten leagues: within а league of the 
harbour, and half а mile from the fea, is а long town

I 2 called.
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called Callafufung, feated on the top of а fmall ЫП, 
in а pleafant plain, inclofed with а walk of cocoa- 
trees, and about thefe with а ftrong ftone Wall. The 
inhabitants аге not unlike the Mindanayans, but 
neater, are Mohammedans, and fpeak the Malayan 
language. The 6th, they brought us eggs, fowls, 
potatoes, &c aboard •, and the fultan came after- 
wards in perfon in а boat, guarded by ten or twelve 
mufqueteers. We ftaid here till the i2th •, and then, 
fteering to the fouth-eaft, we pafled near four or five 
fmall ifles, 5° 40' fouth latitude, fix leagues irom 
Callafufung harbour. The 28th, wefaw the north- 
weft point of Timor, diftant eight leagues fouth-eaft 
by eaft. The ide of Timor is high and mountainous, 
ftretching in length feventy leagues north-eaft ar.d 
fouth-weft, its breadth fixteen leagues, the middle 
of it in 9® fouth latitude. The 29th, we ftood off 
fouth toward New Holland, part of the Terra Au
ftrags incognita.

The 31 ft, we ftood to the fouth wind at weft, in 
12° 20' latitude; at night we ftood in the north for 
fear of а fhoal, laid down in thecharts, at 23° 50', 
bearing fouth by weft from the eaft end of Timor : 
in the morning we faw the fhoal, being а fpot of 
land appearing above the furface of the water, with 
divers rocks about it, ten feet abave the water. It 
is of а triangular form, each fide one league and а 
half long. This fhoal is reprefented in our charts 
fixteen or twenty leagues from New Holland; but 
we ran at leaft fixty leagues afterward due fouth 
before we feil in with it.

January 4, 1688, we feil in with the land of New 
Holland, at 16 °^o' latitude; and, running along to 
the eaft twelve leagues, came to а point of land, 
three leagues to the eaft of which is а deep bay. We 
anchored а league to the eaft of this point, January 
5, two miles from the fhore, in 29 fathom, hard fand 
and clean ground.

New
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New Holland is а vaft track of land, that neither 

joins to Afia, Africa, or America *.  It was even 
low and fandy ground, the points only excepted, 
which are rocky, and forne ifles in this bay. This 
part had no freih water, except what was dug, but 
divers forts of trees, and, among the reft, the dragon- 
tree, which produces the gum-dragon, or dragon- 
blood; we faw neither fruit-trees, nor fo much as the 
track of any living animal, except one, which feemed 
to be the footftep of а beaft, of the bignefs of а large 
maftiff-dog. The inhabitants are the moft miferable 
wretches in the univerfe, having no houfes or cover
ing but the heavens; no garments, except а piece 
of the bark of а tree, tied like а girdle round the 
waift i no (heep, poultry, or fruits, but feed upon 
а few fifh, cockles muflels, and periwinkles-, with
out religion or government, but cohabit promifcu- 
oufly : for the reft, their bodies are ftrait, thin, and 
ftrong limbed, with great hands and eye-brows, and 
round foreheads: Their eye-lids are conftantly half- 
clofed, to keep the flies out, which are exceffive 
troublefome here : they have large bottle-nofes, thick 
lips, and wide mouths. Both men and women, old 
and young, want the two fore teeth of the upper- 
jaw; but whether they draw them, I am not able to 
teil. They have no beards, but black lhort curled 
hair, like the African negroes, and are as black as 
thofe. Their weapons are а fort of wooden cutlafles 
inftead of a lance, they have а ftrait pole, fharpened 
and hardened at the end. Of their language I can 
fay nothing, but that they fpeak pretty much in the 
throat. We landed feveral times, and at laft brought 
them to fomething of а familiarity with us, by giv
ing them forne old cloaths ; but could never prevail 
with them to give us the leaft affiftance in carrying

* See Tafman’s Voyage for difcoveries to the fouthward ; in 
the 2d vol.
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water, or otherwife, they being very averfe to work
ing.

March 12, we failed hence, taking our courfe 
north. . April 7, we got fight of the ifle of Sumatra, 
bearing north, being then at 70 fouth latitude; and, 
the b’th, faw the weft end of that ifle, being at 6° 
fouth latitude. May 1, we ran down by the north- 
weft end of Sumatra, direéling our courfe to the Ni- 
cobar iflands •, we got fight öf them the 4th, а dufter 
of iflands lying fouth of the Audeman ifles ; but the 
moft foutherly of them is properly called the Nico- 
bar, lying four leagues north north-weft from the 
north weft end of Sumatra. The inhabitants trade 
promifcuoufly with all the European nations •, their 
chief commodities being ambergri.e, and fruits. 
May 5, we anchored in а fmall bay, at the north- 
weft end of the ifle of Nicobar, properly fo called, in 
eight fathom water; its length is twelve leagues, the 
breadth three or four, in 70 30'north latitude. It 
produces pier.ty of cocoas and mallories, а fruit of 
the bignefs of the bread fruit at Guam (before-men- 
tioned) which the natives boil in water in covered 
jars. The inhabitants here are ftrait-limbed, long- 
vifaged, with black eyes, and wdl-proportioned 
nofes ; their hair is lank and black, their complexion 
of а copper-colour; the women have no eye-brows ; 
I fuppofe they pulled them out, becaufe the men did 
not like them : the men wear only а kind of fafh 
round their middle. And the women nothing but а 
petticoat from the waift to the knees: their language 
had forne words of Malayan and Portuguefe in it; 
their habitations were built upon pofts near the fea- 
fide but I could find no fettled government among 
them. Mr Hall, Mr. Ambrofe, and I, being defir- 
ous to leave the unruly crew we failed with, were fet 
alhore on this ifle, with an intent to go henne to 
Achin.

Accordingly we left this ifle May 5, with four 
Malay ans and а Portuguefe, in а Nicobar canoe, not 

much
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much bigger than our below-bridge London wher- 
ries i we rowed to the fouth fbur at а time, by turns. 
The 7th. we looked out for Sumatra, fuppofing we 
were within twenty leagues of it; but, inilead there- 
of, faw Nicobar at eignt leagues diftance; at noon 
we found 6° 55'latitude. The 1 8th, the wind in- 
creafing upon us, we were forced to run before the 
wind and fea •, the tempetl was fo violent, that we 
expeéted every moment to have been fwallowed by 
the fea-waves. The i9th, to our great joy, one of 
our Malayan friends cried out Pulo Way, i. e. the 
ІПе of Way, fituated near the north-weft end of Su
matra, which, about noon, we difcovered to be the 
very ifle of Sumatra. The high land they had mif- 
taken for the ifle of Way, proved the Golden Moun
tain of Sumatra. The 20th, we fteered with а wert 
wind for the (hore ; and, in the afternoon, anchored 
near the mouth of the river Paflånge Ionca (in the 
ifle of Sumatra) thirty-fix leagues to the eaft of Achin, 
and fix leagues to the We(t of Diamond Point. As 
we were half dead with the fatigues of this voyage, 
we were carried to.а fmall fi(her-town near the river, 
where we were kindly treated by the inhabitants, and 
ftaid till June, when we left this place; and, in three 
days lail, arrived at Achin. In July following, I 
went with Captain Welden to Tonquin, and returned 
to Achin in April 1689, where I (laid till Septem
ber ; when, making а (hort voyage to Manacca, I 
came thither againft Chriftmas 1690. Soon after, 
I went to Fort St. George; whence, after а ftay of 
five months, I came back to Bencoolen, an Englilh 
faétory on the weit coaft of Sumatra. An Indian 
prince, whofe name was Ieoly, was purchafed by 
one Mr. Moody at Mindanao, together withhis mo
ther : Mr. Moody and I went together to Bencoo
len ; where, at parting, he gave me half the fhare in 
this painted prince, and his mother, and left them 
in my cuftody. They were born in the ifle of Mean- 
gis, abounding in gold, cloves, and nutmegs, as

I 4 hitnfelf
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himielf told me: He was curioufly painted down to 
the breaft, and betwixt his fhoulders behind, but 
moft of all on the thighs before, after the nature of 
flower-work. By what I could underftand, this paint- 
ingwas done by pricking the fkin, and rubbing in it 
а certain gum of а tree, called Damurer, ul'ed in- 
ftead of pitch in fome part of the Indies. As to his 
captivity, he faid, that, as one day, he, his father 
and mother, were going in а canoe to one of the 
two adjacent ides, they were taken by fome Minda- 
nayan fifhermen, who lbld them all to the interpreter 
pf Raja Laut, with whom he and his mother lived 
as flaves five years, and then were fold for fixty dol
lars to Mr. Moody, Some time afterward, Mr. 
Moody prefented nie alfo with his fhare in them, 
but the mother died not long after, and I had much 
ado to fave the fon’s life.

During my ftay at Bencoolen, I ferved in the qua- 
lity of а gunner of the fort but, my time being ex- 
pired, I got aboard captain Heath, in the Defence, 
with my painted prince, in ordér to my return for 
England. January 25, we failed in conjpany of 
three fhips more ; but had not been long at fea, be
fare а fatal diftemper raged aboard us, which we at
tributed to the badnefs of the water taken in at Ben
coolen during the land-floods, which is often impreg- 
nated with the tinétures of poifonous roots or herbs: 
the beft remedy we had, was to mix fome tamarinds 
with the rice we eat, which I believe preferved the 
lives of many of our men, having fcarce fo many men 
lefe as were able, but with great difficulty, to bring 
us to the Cape of Good Hope, where we came to 
an anchor the beginning of April, by the affiftance 
of а Dutch captain and his men.

After а ftay of fix weeks here, we failed, May 3, 
towards St. Helena, an ifle feated in x6° fouth la
titude, where we arrived June 20. It is about nine 
leagues long; and, though 400 leagues from the con
tinent, enjoys а ferene air, (except in the rainy fea- 

fon) 
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fon) and a temperate and healthy climate •, which, 
together with the refrelhing herbs tbis ifland pro
duces, is the reafon that our Eaft India fhips touch 
here to recover their feamen from the fcurvy, which 
they do in а little time. This іПе, after its firft dif- 
covery by the Portuguefe, was poflefled by the Dutch; 
but thefe relinquilhing it for the Cape of Good Норе, 
the Englilh fettled here till 1672, when they were 
beaten put of it by the Dutch, who were forced, foon 
after, to furrender it again to the Englifh, under cap
tain Monday. We have now а fort there, with а 
garrifon, and а good number of great guns, to de
lend the common landing-place, being а fmall bay, 
not above 500 paces wide: within this bay Ilands 
а fmall*  Englilh town; the inhabitants having their 
plantations deeper into the country, which furnilh 
them with potatoes, plantains, bananas, hogs, bul- 
locks, cocks, and hens, ducks, geefe, and turkeys, 
in vaft plenty. July 2, 1691, we left this ide, fteer- 
ing our courfe for England. We took the mid-way, 
betwixt Africa and the American continent, ftill to 
the north of the line •, and came to an anchor in the 
Downs, September 16, following. After my arrival 
in the Thames, being in want of money, I fold, at 
firft, part of the property I had in the before-men- 
tioned prince Ieoly, and by degrees all the reft. I 
underftood afterward, that he was carried about for 
а fight, and fhewn for money; and that at laft he 
died of the fmall-pox at Oxford.

THE
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THE

VOYAGEof Capt. WOODES ROGERS 
in the Duke, and Capt. S T E P H E N 
COURTNEY in the Duchess, round the 
W O R L D.

IT has been univerfally allowed by thofe who are pro
per judges of fuch expeditions, that there never 

was any voyage of this nature fo happily adjufted, fo 
well provided for in all refpeds, or in which the ac- 
cidents, that ufually happen in privateers, were fo ef- 
feétually guarded againft as in this : which was chiefly 
owing to the perfonal abilities of the gentlemen at 
Briftol, who charged themfelves, not only with the 
expences of this expedition, but with the care of all 
things relating to it. Their firft concern was the choice 
of proper officers, in which they were very fortunate: 
captain Woodes Rogers, who commanded in chief, 
was а bold, aétive, indefatigable officer, one that 
would not give up his opinion too readily to others, 
and who was not to be fiattered by other peoples 
giving up their opinions to him. He had been а 
large fufférer by the French, and was naturally no 
great friend to that nation; but his moft fingular 
quality, and that which indeed recommended him to 
this command, was а peculiar art he had of main- 
taining his authority over his feamen, and his readi- 
nefs in finding out expedients in the moft difficult 
conjunétures. Captain Stephen Courtney was а man 
of birth, fortune, and of very amiable qualities : 
he contributed- confiderably to the expence of the 

voyage,
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voyage, and took а (hare in it, that he might fee 
how it was managed, and be able either to prevent 
mifcarriages, or, at leaft to make а faithful report 
of them. Captain Thomas Dover, who was third 
in command, was а proprietor alfo, and went for 
the farne reafon. He was by profelTion а phyfician, 
and, toward the decline of his life, made а noife in 
the worki, by recommending the ufe of crude mer- 
cury. tie was a man of а rough temper, and could 
not eafily agree with people about him : but his un- 
toward difpofition had one good efteót, which was 
this ; that it hindered his making any party to fup- 
port him in his ill humotirs. As for captain Edward 
Cooke, who was fecond to captain Courtney, he had 
been twice taken by the French, once by four Dun- 
kirk privateers, and again by two men of war of fifty 
guns. The pilot, in the larger (hip, was captain 
William Dampier, who was now to proceed for the 
fourth time into the fouth feas, wherc his name was 
very well known, and, from his exploits, terrible to 
the Spaniards ; and they were alfo extremely carcful 
in the choice of their inferior officers, and, as far as 
it was poffible, even of their private men.

The proprietors, in the next place, undertook to 
lay down rules for the conduft of the voyage; which 
were digefted and figned by а committee of the pro
prietors, and ftyled, very properly, The Conftitu- 
tion.

We have two accounts of this voyage, one by 
captain Rogers, the other by captain Cooke, and 
both in the manner of а Journal. That of captain 
Rogers will be principally regarded; but, where it 
is nectflary, explanatcry circumftances and defcrip- 
tions will be borro wed from captain Cooke. То 
proceed therefore : all things neceflary being pro- 
vided, fays Mr. Rogers, we were firft to fa.il forCork, 
in order to make up our complement of men ; our 
force ftanding thus : the Duke, burden about 300 
tons, 30 guns, and 170 men, captain Woodes Ro

gers
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gers commander, captain Thomas Dover fecond cap
tain, wich three lieutenants, &c. and the Duchefs, 
captain Stephen Courtney commander, captain Ed
ward Cdoke fecond captain, with three lieutenants, 
bürden 2'70 tons, 26 guns, and 151 men : both fhips 
had legal commiffions from his royal highnefs prince 
George of Denmark, Lord high admiral of England, 
to cruife on the coafts of Peru and Mexico, in the 
South Seas, againft her majefty’s enemies, the French 
and Spaniards •, and to ad jointly, as belonging to 
the fame owners, merchants in Briflol. On the i£th 
of June, 1708, we towed down from Hong-road to 
King-road, in order to fit our fhip, and the better 
to keep our feamen on board; where we continued 
till Monday Auguft the ift ; and then, at eleven in 
the forenoon, unmoored ; and at two weighed, with 
our confort the Duchefs, eight fail of other Ihips, 
and two Hoops.

On the 5th of Auguft, we had fight of the Irifh 
Ihore; and, about eight in the evening, we weighed 
with the flood, а fmall gale at eaft: we had а Kin- 
iale pilot on board, who endangered our fhip, it be- 
ing dark and foggy. Before day, he would have 
turned us into the next bay to the weftward of Cork, 
had not I prevented it •, which provoked me to chaf- 
tife him for undertaking to pilot а fhip, fince he un- 
derftood his bufinefs no better. We fpent the time 
till the 27th of Auguft, in adjufting all things, and 
taking on board our frefh men provided for us at 
Cork, and in difcharging feveral we had brought 
from Briftol, and whom, by experience, we knew not 
to be fit for our purpofe. We had now above double 
the number of officers ufual in privateers, and а large 
complement of men to each fhip. We took this 
method of doubling our officers, to prevent muti- 
nies, which often happen in long voyages -, and that 
we might have а large provifion for а fucceffion of 
officers in each fhip, in cafe of mortality. Our fhip 
was now fo füll, that we fent our fheet-cable, and 

other
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other new ftore-cordage, to Mr. Noblet Rogers, at 
Cork, to make room for our men and provifions, 
having three cables befide, and being willing rather 
to fpare that, than any thing elfe we had on board. 
Our crew were continualiy marrying while we ftaid 
at Cork, though they expeéted to fail immediately. 
Among others, there was a Dane coupled by а Ro- 
milh prieft to an Irifh woman, without underftand- 
ing а word of each other’s language, fo that they 
were forced to ufe an interpreter-, yet I perceived, 
that this pair feemed more afflióted at feparation than 
any of the reft : the fellow continued melancholy for 
feveral days after we were at fea. The reft under- 
ftanding each other, drank their cans of flip till 
the laft minute, concluded with а health to our good 
voyages, and their happy meeting, and then parted 
unconcerned. Moft of us, the chief officers, em- 
braced this defign of privateering round the world-, 
to retrieve the loftes we had fuftained by the enemy. 
Our complement of failors in both ihips was 333, of 
which above one third were foreigners from moft 
nations; feveral of her majefty’s fubjefts on board 
were tinkers, taylors, hay-makers, pedlars, fidlers, 
&c. one negro, and about ten boys. With this 
mixed crew we hoped to be well manned, as foon as 
they had learned the ufe of arms, and got their fea- 
legs, which we doubted not foon to teach thetn, and 
bring them to difcipline.

On the firft of September we took failing or
ders, the better to keep Company with the Haftings 
and fleet; after having agreed with our confort 
captain Courtney, on lignals between us, and ap- 
pointed places of rendezvous, in cafe of feparation, 
and how long to lie for each other at every place. 
About ten in the morning we came to fail with the 
Haftings, and about twenty merchant ihips bound 
to the fouthward and weftward. On the 4th it blew 
freih in the morning: captain Paul made а fignal 
for me, captain Courtney, and captain Edwards, com- 

mander
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mander of the Scipio-, and, after fpeaking with him, 
he fent his boat for us, being larger than ours: we, 
with Mr. Dover and Mr. Vanbrugh, went in her, 
and found captain Paul aboard his fhip. He pro- 
pofed to me and confort, when he left the fleet, 
which would be very foon, to cruife а few days to- 
gether off cape Finifter. After having afked us what 
we wanted, that he could fupply us with, he gave 
us fcrubbers, iron fcrapers for the fhip-bottom, а 
fpeaking-trumpet, and other things that we had not: 
but would accept nothing from us, becaufe our voy- 
age would be long; but told us, he fhould be well 
pleafed, if our owners returned him the fame necef- 
i'aries for his fhip when he came back. About fix in 
the evening we returned to our own fhip, and hav- 
ing called all our crew upon deck, we acquainted 
ithem whither we were bound, and what our defigns 
were, that, in cafe any difputes had arifen, we might 
have fent the mutineers home in her majefty’s fhip 
of war -, but there was nobody at all diffatisfied, ex- 
cept one poor fellow, who was to have been tything- 
man that year, and was apprehenfive his wife would 
be obliged to pay forty fhillings for his default -, but, 
when he faw every body elfe eafy, with ftrong hopes 
of plunder, he likewife grew quiet by degrees, and 
drank as heartily as any body, to the good fuccefs of 
the voyage.

On the ioth, about fix in the morning, we faw а 
fail, to which we immediately gave chace: about 
three in the afternoon we came up with her, and 
then fhe bore downright upon us, fhewing Swedifh 
colours: I fired twice at her, before fhe brought to; 
then went aboard her with my yaul, captain Court- 
ney’s boat being ju:t before me. We examined the 
mafter, and found he came round Scotland and Ire- 
land -, we fufpected he had contraband goods on 
board, but we found it difficult to prove fhe was а 
prize ; and not being willing to hinder time by carry-
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ing her into any harbour, to examine her farther; we 
lec her go without the leaft embezzlement.

While I was on board the Swede, our men mu- 
tinied; the ring-leaders being our boatfwain, and 
three other inferior officers. This morning, the 
chief officers having kept with nie in the after- 
part of the (hip, we confined the authors of this 
diforder, in which there was not one foreigner 
concerned ; we put ten of the mutineers in irons.

This mutiny would not have been eafily laid, were 
it not for the number of our officers, which we began 
to find very neceflary to bring our crew to order and 
difcipline; which is always very difficult in priva- 
teers, and without which it is impoffible to carry on 
any diftant undertaking like ours. The next day I 
difcharged the prifoners out of irons, on their hum- 
ble fubmiffion, and moft folemn promifes of dutiful 
behaviour for the future: fuch among them as were 
petty officers, we reftored to their commands, and 
all on board were forbid to difobey or reproach them, 
on account of any paft errors in their conduót; fo 
that now we were all quiet again, and the crew in 
exceeding good humour, things having ended much 
beyond their expecftations, there not being а man in 
irons who would not willingly have compounded for 
а whipping; and were therefore exceffive brifk and 
diligent to Ihew their graticude for having efcaped it.

On the i8th, at five in the morning, we faw а 
fail right a-head, between Fuerteventura and Grand 
Canary : we chafed, and at ten came up with and 
took her. She was а fmall Spaniffi fhip, bound from 
Teneriff to Fuerteventura, with feveral men and 
women paffengers, and laden with fundry forts of 
goods. The next day, at eight in the morning, bore 
away for Oratavia road, where we ftood off-and on, 
and fent away the prize’s boat, with one of the 
owners agents, а prieft, and the mafter of the prize, 
to treat about ranfoming the veffel; and to get wine, 
provifions, and other neceffaries, for boch fhips.

About
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About eight in the morning, of the 20th, a boat 
came from the town, with а letter from the Englifh 
merchants refiding there, wherein they expoftulated 
with us for making а prize of the bark, alleging, 
that there was а free trade agreed to in thofe iflands, 
between her majefty of Great Britain, and the kings 
of France and Spain, fo religioufly obferved by the 
latter, that they had caufed an Englifh (hip, taken 
there by а French privateer, to be reftored: and 
farther, reprefenting the danger that might arife to 
themfelves, living upon permiflion in the enemv’s 
country, if the faid bark were not immediately 
given up', for which repriials would be made on 
them j as alfo, that we fhould be anfwerable at home 
for interrupting the fettled commerce. Captain 
Rogers, and captain Courtney, immediately return- 
ed an anfwer importing, that, having no inftruc- 
tions relating to the Spanifh veflels trading among 
thofe iflands, they could not juftify parting with the 
bark on their bare opinions, without forne order 
or proclamation of her majefty; the Englifh being 
proteéled there only on anchoring-ground, and the 
bark being taken at fea: that, in cafe Mr. Vanbrugh 
were not reftored, they would carry away all the 
prifoners they had-, and, if they apprehended any 
detriment to the faftory, they might ranfom the 
bark, and feek their redrefs in England. They de- 
fired difpatch, there being no time to lofe-, and, 
upon fending back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would re- 
leafe their prifoners.

At night another letter came in anfwer to this, 
from Mr. William Poulden, the conful-, the efteét 
whereof was, That the Englifh men of war were 
civilly received there, and never committed hoftili- 
ties; and that it was ftrange we fhould infift on 
ranfoming any Spaniaids, who were never made pri
foners in England, or elfewhere: and the governor 
there delivered up to him any Englzlh prifoners 
that were brought in by privateersj wherefore he 

defired
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defired thofe in our cuftody might be difmifled, 
and the bark difcharged, excepting а prefent of wine 
in return. With this, from the aforefaid conful at the 
city of Laguna, came another from the above-men- 
tioned merchants at Oratavia port, much to the farne 
purport with the others, only offering to pay the va- 
lue of 450 pieces of eight, the fum demanded for the 
bark, in wine, brandy, fugar, oil, batley, and greens; 
to prevent incenfing the natives againft them, not 
queftioning but reparation Would be made them iri 
England. The captains Rogers and Cóurtney re
plied at the farne time, threatening to cruife amon^ 
the iflands, to make arnends for their loft time, änd 
to cannonade the town of Öratavia, unlefs they re- 
ceived fatisfaétion. On the 22d, at four in the 
morning, we ftood in for the {hore; making а clear 
fhip; but, foon after; we faw a boat coming, with 
our owners agent, and Mr. Crofs, one of the Englifh 
merchants, bringing five buts of wine, and other re- 
frefhments. We lay by off the town, took the soods 
out of the prize, fold the bark to Mr. Crofs for 450 
dollars, and put the prifoners aboard her. Thus 
ended this troublefome affair, and we were once more 
at liberty to mind our own concerris, and to think of 
profecuting our voyage, which we did, aftér firft 
holding а committee, where the whole of the late 
tranfaétion was candidly examined, and ünanimoufly 
approved; which method, for every body’s fecurity, 
we fteadily purfued through the whole voyage; and 
felt the happy effeét of it on our return, when every 
tranfaétion appears in its proper light to our owners.

On the laft of September we ran by Santa Lucia*  
one of the cape de Verd iflands; and, by eight in 
the morning, being very near the weft end of the 
ifland of St. Vincent, we bore away between it and 
the ifland of St. Antony, and then into the harbour 
of St. Vincent; and, about eleven а clock, came to 
an anchor in ten fathom water, within the rock: 
then feeing feveral men alhore, and knowing the

Vol. ІИ. К ifland
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ifland not to be inhabited, captain Cooke went in 
the pinnace armed, to fee what they were, and found 
them to be Portuguefe, come from the ifland of St. 
Antony to catch fea tortoife, or, as the feamèn call 
them, turtles; who told him, we might wood and 
water here. This ifland lies in latitude of i6ö 55' 
north, and 25° 36' longitude from the meridian of 
London. There are on it great plenty of Guinea 
hens, fome hogs and goats; and, in the road, we 
caught plenty of fifh. In the woods there are abun- 
dance of large fpiders, as big as fmall walnuts ; and 
their webs very troublefome to get through, being 
as ftrong as ordinary threads, and very many of 
them. While we lay here, new difturbances arofe 
amongft the men in relation to plunder; for here we 
had an opportunity of purchafing things, and there- 
fore every man wifhed, that he had fomething to 
purchafe with. The effeéts taken in the late prize 
occafioned thefe heart-burnings; to put an end to all 
which, and to fix the people in а firm refolution of 
doing their duty, we determined to fettle this affair 
at once, by framing fuch articles, as, without giving 
our owners any ground of complaint, might infpire 
the feamen with courage and conftancy, and make 

‘ them as willing to obey, as their officers were ready 
to command. It colt fome trouble to adjuft and 
fettle thefe articles; but that was thoroughly com- 
penfated, by our finding, that they effeétually 
anfwered our purpofe; and that, among fuch а 
number of people, there was not one who refufed to 
comply.

We were at this time under fome difficulties upon 
another account; we had fent our linguift on ffiore to 
get refrelhments, and after ftaying two days, in 
which time we heeled and cleaned our ffiips, and got 
wood and water on board, our boat returned with 
nothing but limes and tobacco, and no news of our 
linguift: but, foon after, there came another boat, 
belonging to that part of the ifland where the go- 

vernor
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vernor lives, with his deputy governor, а negro, 
who brought limes, tobacco, oranges, fowls, po- 
tatoes, hogs, bananas, mufk, water-melons, and 
brandy, which we bought of him, and paid in fuch 
prize-goods as we had left of the bark’s cargo, cheap 
enough. They are poor people, and will truck at 
any price for what they want, in fuch payments as 
they can make. We were now ready to faij, and, 
therefore, called а council, to confider what was to 
be done with refpekt to our linguift, who had pro- 
mifed the deputy governor to wait for him at the 
water-fide, but was not fo good as his word ; and, 
therefore, as this appeared to be intirely his own 
fault, the officers of both fhips came unanimoufly to 
а rcfolution, that we had better leave him behind, 
than fuffer two fhips to wait for one man who had 
difobeyed his orders. We were the more inclined 
to do this, in order to fet а proper example, that 
other people might learn, when fent affiore, to com- 
ply with their inftruktions, and come on board di- 
rektly when they had done their bufinefs; without 
flattering themfelves, that fine words, and fair 
excufes, would atone for breach of orders, and the 
delay of the voyage, to gratify the humours and 
fancies of private men. It was, indeed, but а very 
indifferent place to leave him in; but, on the other 
hand, as he knew the language, was well acquainted 
with the people among whom he was left, and 
might eafily find а paflage home, we perfifted in our 
refolution, and gave the neceflary direktions for fad
ing as foon as poffible, that we might not lole the 
advantage of the feafon, or be obliged to double 
Cape Horn at а wrong time of the year.

On the 8th of Oktober, at feven in the evening, 
after putting the deputy governor on afhore, where 
he muft lie in an hole of the rocks, there being no 
houfe on that part of the ifland, we iailed; our 
confort having got before us, and lying with а light 
for us. There were feveral negroes on the ifland, 

К 2 that
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that came from St. Nicholas, and St. Antonio, to 
make oil of turtie, there being very good green 
turde at this time of the year, which I fometimes al- 
lowed our men to eat; they have likewife wild goats, 
but in no great plenty, wild afles, Guiney hens, 
kerlews, and abundance of fea fowl. Captain Dam
pier, and others aboard our fliips, that had formerly 
put in at St. Iago, another of thefe Cape de Verd 
iflands, told us, that though this ifland is not often 
frequented by fhips, yet it is preferable to St. Iago, 
for fuch as are outward-bound ; becaufe it is а mueh 
better road for fhips, and more convenient for water 
and wood, and has better landing. The ifland is 
mountainous and barren; the plaineft part lies againft 
this fandy bay, where we rode. The wood that 
grows in it is fhort, and fit for no ufe but firing. 
The heats were exceflive to us, who came newly 
from Europe; fo that feveral of our men began to 
be fick, and were blooded. Some of our officers, 
that went afhore to hunt, could meet no game, but 
а wild afs, which, after а long chafe, they got 
within fhot, and wounded; yet he afterwards held 
out fo as to tire them, and they returned empty and 
weary. Thefe iflands are fo well known, that I need 
not fay mueh of them *.  In our paflage toward the 
coaft of Brafil, forne new difputes arofe amongft 
the men; and, after various confultatiops, it was 
refolved, that one Page, who was а fecond mate on 
the Duchefs, fhould be fent to ferve on board the 
Duke, from whence Mr. Ballet was to remove on 
board the Duchefs. Captain Cooke was fent to 
execute this order; but Page refufed to obey it; 
upon which а difpute followed, that ended in blows: 
however, Page was at iaft brought on board our fhip, 
where, being charged with mutiny, he defired to go 
to the head to eafe himfelf, before he made his de- 
fence; which being permitted, he jumped over-

* See Roben’s voyage to thefe iflands, in vol. ii.
board,
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board, in hopes of getting back to the Duchefs, 
while both the captains were abfent; but he was 
taken up, brought on board again, and punifhed, 
which put an end to this diflention.

On the i«th of November, we anchored before the 
ifland of Grande in eleven fathom water. While we 
lay here, there were new quarrels, and things had 
certainly come to а great height on board the Duchefs, 
if captain Courtney had not put eight of the ring
leaders immediately into irons; which frighted the 
reft, and, in all probability, prevented an attempt to 
run away with the fhip: yet it did not quite free us 
from ill humours; for, on the 2£th, in the after- 
noon, two Irifh land-men ftole into the woods, think
ing to get away from us, though two fuch fparks ran 
away the 2^d from the Duchefs, and in the night 
were fo frighted with tygers, as they thought, but 
really by monkeys and baboons, that they plunged 
into the water, hallooing to the fhip, till they were 
fetched aboard again. About four next morning, 
the watch on the quarter-deck fpied а canoe, and 
called her to come on board ; but they not anfwcr- 
ing, and ftriving to get away, made our people 
fufpeét they had either got our men that ran away, 
or were coming, by agreement, to fetch them off the 
ifland which was uninhabited. We immediately fent 
the pinnace and yawl after them-, the pinnace, com
ing up near the canoe, fired, to ftay them, but to no 
purpole-, at laft, they wourided one of the Indians 
that rowed in the canoe. Не that owned and fteered 
her was a friar, an'd had а quantity of gold, which 
he got at the mines, I luppofe by his trade of con- 
fefling the ignorant. The friar had juft run the ca
noe afhore on а little ifland, füll of wood, as our 
boats landedi and afterward told us he had gold 
there. А Portuguefe, that would not run away with 
the father, becaufe he had no gold to hide, knew our 
people to be Englifh, and called the father back. 
The man that was wounded could not move, and

К 3 was
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waS brought by ouf men, with the father and feverat 
flaves, that rowed the large canoe, on board our fhip, 
where our furgeon dreffed the wounded Indian, who 
died in two hours time. I made the father as wel- 
come as I could; but he was very uneafy at the lofs 
óf his gold, and the death of his flave; and faid, he 
would leek for juftice in Portugal or England. The 
next day, both our men were taken and put in irons; 
and the laft day of this month we left this place, of 
which I (hall give the reader а (hort defcription.

The ifland Grande is remarkably high land, with 
а fmall clifF and а tip ftanding up on one fide, in 
the middle of the highéft land, eafy to be feen, if 
clear. And there is а fmall ifland to the fouthward 
without it, which rifes in three little hummocks: the 
neareft hummock to the ifland is the leaft; as we 
came in-and-out we faw it, and it appears alike on 
both fides. There is alfo а fingularly round white 
rock, that lies on the larboard fide neareft to Grande, 
between it and the main at the entrance going in. 
On the ftarboard fide there are feveral iflands, and the 
main is much lik'e iflands, till you get well in The 
beft way, when you open the coves that are inhabited 
on the ftarboard fide going in. is to get а pilot to 
carry you to the watering cove within Grande; other- 
wife fend in a boat to the frefh-water cove, which 
lies round the inner weftermoft point of the ifland, 
and near а league in the paflage is between fmall 
iflands, but room enough, and bold: it is the fecond 
cove under the firft high mount, and round behind 
the firft póint you fee when you are in between the 
two iflands. This is the cove where we watered; 
there are two other coves very good, with fome fhoal- 
banks between them, but no fhoal-ground before we 
come to this cove. We founded all the paflage in, 
and feldom found lefs than ten fathom water, but 
had not time to know or found the reft of the coves. 
The town bears norch-eaft about three leagues dif- 
tant from this cove.

The
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The ifland of Grande is near about nine leagues 

long, high land, and fo is the main within : all you 
fee near the water-fide is thick, covered with wood. 
The ifland abounds with monkeys, and other wild 
beafts i has plenty of good timber, fire-wood, and 
excellent water, with oranges and lemons, with gua
vas growing wild in the woods. The neceflaries we 
got from the town were rum, fugar, and tobacco, 
which they feli very dear, though not good to fmoke, 
it is fo very itrong. We had alfo fowls and hogs, but 
the latter are fcarce; beef and mutton are cheap, 
but no great quantity to be had. Indian corn, ba
nanas, and plantains, guavas, lemons, oranges, and 
pine-apples, they abound with, but have no bread, 
except caflada, (the farne fort as is eaten in our Welt 
Indies) which they call faranada pan, bread of wood; 
they have no kind of falading. We had fine plea- 
fant weather moft of the time we were here, but hot 
like an oven, the fun being right over us. The 
winds we did not mueh oblerve, becaufe they were 
little and variable, but commonly between the north 
and the eaft. I had Newhoff’s account of Bra- 
fil on board; and, by all the inqoiry and obfer- 
vation I could make, found his defeription of the 
country, its produft, and animals, to be juft *.  
We continued our voyage, coafting very far to 
the fouth, where we endured great cold, which 
affeeted our men extremely, infomueh that а third 
part of both (hips Companies feil fick-, and this in- 
duced us to bear away for the ifland of Juan Fer
nandez; which we, however, did not find very eafily, 
on account of its being laid down differently in all 
the charts; and captain Dampier likewife was at а 
lofs, though he had been here fo often, and though 
he had а map of the ifland in his head, that agreed 
exaétly with the country when we came to fee it: 
which ought to induce fea offi ers to prefer what is

* See Nieuhoff’s account of Brafil, in our firft volume.
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properly their bpfinefs to idle amufements; fince, 
with all this knowledge, we were forced to make 
fhe main-Iand pf Chili in order to find this ifland, and 
did not ftrike it without difficulty at laft *.

On Febrpary i, 1709, we came before that ifland, 
having had а good obfervation the day before, and 
fbund our latitude to be 34° 10' fouth. In the af- 
ternoon, we hoifted out our pinnace; and captain 
Dover, with the boat’screw, went in her to go afhore, 
though we could not be lefs than four leagues off. 
As foon as the pinnace was gone, I went on board 
the Duchefs, who admired our boat attempting going 
afliore at that diftance from land. It was againft my 
inclination ; but, to oblige captain Dover, I let her 
go; as foon as it was dark, we läw а light afhore, 
pur boat was then about а league from the ifland, 
and bore away for the fhips as foon as fhe faw the 
lights: we put our lights aboard for the boat, though 
forne were pf opinion, the lights we faw were our 
boat’s lights: but, as night came on, it appeared too 
large for that: we fired our quarter-deck gun, and 
feveral mufquets, fhewing lights in our mizen and 
fore-fhrouds, that our boat might find us whilft we 
were in the lee of the ifland: about two in the 
morning our boat came on board, having been two 
hours on board the Duchefs, that took them up a- 
ftern of us; we were glad they got well off, becaufe it 
began to blow. Wewere all convjnced the light Was 
on the Ihore, and defigned to make our fhips ready 
to engage, believing them to be French fhips at 
anchor, and we muft either fight them, or want wa
ter. While we were under thefe apprehenfions, we 
ltood on the backfide of the ifland, in order to fall in 
with the fotitherly wind, till we were paffed the 
ifland i and then we came back to it again, and ran 
clofe aboard the land that begins to make the north- 
caft fide. We ftill continued to reafon upon this mat-
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ter; and it is in а manner incredible, what ftrange 
notions many of our people entertained from the 
fight of the fire upon the ifland. It ferved, however, 
to Ihew peoples tempers and fpirits-, and we were 
able to give а tolerable guefs how our men would 
behave, in cafe there really were any enemies upon 
the ifland. The flaws came heavy off the fhore, and 
we were forced to reef our top-fails when we opened 
the middle bay, where we expeéted to have found 
our enemy; but faw all clear, and no Ihips, nor in the 
other bay next the north-eaft end. Thefe two bays 
are all that ihips ride in, which recruit on this ifland; 
but the middle bay is by much the beft. We gueffed 
there had been ihips there, but that they were gone 
on fight of us.

We fent our yawl aihore about noon, with captain 
Dover, Mr. Fry, and fix men, all armed: mean 
while we and the Duchefs kept turning toget in, and 
fuch heavy flaws came off the land, that we were 
forced to let go our top fail iheet, keeping all hands 
to ftand by our fails, for fear of the winds carrying 
them away: but when the flaws were gone, we had 
iittle or no wind. Thefe flaws proceeded from the 
land, which is very high in the middle of the ifland. 
As our boat did not return, we fent our pinnace with 
the men armed, to fee what was the occafion of the 
yawl’s ftay; for we were afraid, that the Spaniards 
had а garrifon there, and might have feized them. 
We put out а fignal for our boat, and the Duchefs 
fhewed а French enfign. Immediately our pinnace 
returned from the ihore, and brought abundance of 
cray-fiih, with а man cloathed in goat-ikins, who 
looked wilder than the firft owners of them. He had 
been on the ifland four years and four months, being 
left there by captain Stroddling in the Cinque-ports; 
his name was Alexander Selkirk, а Scotfman, who 
had been mafter of the Cinque-ports, а fhip that 
came here laft with captain Dampier, who told me, 
that this was the beft man in her. 1 immediately 

agreed



I3g THE VOYAGE OF
agreed with him to be а mate on board our fhip: 
it was he who made the fire laR night when he faw our 
fhips, which he judged to be Englifh. During his 
ftay here, he faw feveral fhips pafs by, but only two 
came in to anchor: as he went to view them, he 
found them to be Spaniards, and retired trom them; 
upon which they fhot at him: had they been French, 
he would have fubmitted; but chofe to rifque his 
dying alone on the ifland, rather than fall into the 
hands of the Spaniards in thefe parts; becaufe he 
apprehended they would murder him, or таке а 
flave of him in the mines ; for he feared they would 
fpare no ftranger that might be capable of difcover- 
ing the South Sea.s. The Spaniards had landed, be- 
fore he knew what they were ; and they came fo near 
him, that he had much ado to efcape-, for they not 
only fhot at him, but purfued him to the woods, 
where he climbed to the top of а tree, at the foot of 
which they made water, and killed feveral goats 
juft by, but went off again without difcovering him.

He told us that he was born at Largo, in the 
county of Fife, in Scotland, and was bred а failor 
from his youth. The reafon of his being left here, 
was а difference between him and his captain; 
which, together with the fhip’s being leaky, made 
him willing rather to Ray here, than to go along with 
him at firit; and, when he was at laR willing to go, 
the captain would not receive him. He had been at 
the ifland before towood and water, when two of the 
fhip’s Company were left upon it for fix months, till 
'the fhip returned, being chafed thence by two French 
South Sea fhips. He had with him his cloaths and 
bedding, with а firelock, forne powder, bullers, and 
tobacco, a hatchet, а knife, а kettle, а bible, forne 
praftical pieces, and his mathematical inRruments 
and books. Не divert d and provided for himfelf 
as well as he could; but, for the firR eight months, 
had much ado to bear up againfi melancholy, and 
the terror of being left alone in fuch а defplate place.
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Йе built two huts with pimento-trees, covered them 
with long grafs, and lined them with the lkins of 
goats, which he killed with his gun as he wanted, fo 
long as his powder lafted, which was but а pound; 
and that being almoft fpent, he got fire by rubbing 
two fticks of pimento wood together upon his knee. 
In the lefler hut, at forne diftance from the other, he 
drefied his viétuals; and in the larger he fiept, and 
employed himfelf in reading, finging pfalms, and 
praying •, fo that he laid, he was a better chi iftian, 
while in this folitude, than ever he was before, or 
than, he was afraid, he fhould ever be again. At 
firft he never eat any thing till hunger conftrained 
him, partly for grief, and partly for want of br’ead 
and fait'! nor did he go to bed, till he could watch 
no longer-, the pimento wood, which burnt very 
clear, fttvéd him both for fire and candle, and re- 
frelhed him with its fragrant fmell. He might have 
had fifh enough, but wollid not eat them for want 
of fait, becaule they occafioned а loofenefs, except 
cray-filh, which are as large as our lobfters, and 
very good: thefe he fornctimes boiled, and at other 
times broiled, as he did his goats fielh, of which he 
made very good broth, for they are not fo rank as 
ours: he kept an account of 500 that he killed while 
there, and caught as many more, which he marked 
on the ear, and let go.

When his powder failed, he took them by fpeed 
of féet; for his way of living, continual exercife 
of walking’and running, cleared him of all grofs 
humours fo that he ran with wonderful fwiftnefs 
through the woods, and up the rocks and hills, as we 
perceived when we employed him to catch goats for 
us. We had а bull dog, which we fent, with feveral 
of our nimbleft runners, to help him in catching 
goats; but he diftanced and tired both the dog and 
the men, caught the goats, and brought them to us 
on his back He told us, that his agility in purfu- 
ing а goat had once like to have coft him his life-, 

he
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he purfued it with fo much eagernefs, that he catch- 
ed hold of it on the brink of aprecipice, of which he 
was not aware, the bufhes hiding it from him; fo 
that he .feli with the goat down the precipice, а great 
height, and was fo ftunned and bruifed with the fall, 
that he narrowly efcaped with his life; and, when 
he came to his fenfes, found the goat dead under 
him : he lay there about twenty-four hours, and was 
fcarce able to crawl to his hut, which was about а 
mile diftant, or to flir abroad again in ten days. Не 
came at laft to relilh his meat well enough without 
falt or bread; and, in the feafon, had plenty of good 
turneps, which had been fowed there by captain 
Dampier’s men, and have now overfpread forne acres 
of ground. He had enough of good cabbage from 
the cabbage-trees, and feaioned his meat with the 
fruit of the pimento-trees, which is the farne as Ja
maica pepper, and fmells delicioufly: he found alf» 
а black pepper, called Malageta, which was very 
good to expel wind, and againft griping in the guts. 
He foon wore out all his Ihoes and cloaths by run
ning in the woods; and, at laft, being forced to 
fhift without them, his feet became fo hard, that he 
ran every where without difficulty; and it was forne 
time before he could wear fhoes after we found him; 
for, not being ufed to any fo long, his feet fwelled, 
when he came firft to wear them again.

After he had conquered his melancholy, he di- 
vcrted himfelf fometimes with cutting his name on 
the trees, and the time of his being left, and conti- 
nuance there. He was at firft much peftered with 
cats and rats, that had bred in great numbers, from 
lorne of each fpecies, which had got aftiore from fhips 
that put in there to wood and water: the rats gnawed 
his feet and cloaths whilft afleep, which obliged him 
to cherifh the cats with his goats flefh, by which 
many of them became fo tarne, that they would lie 
about him in hundreds, and foon delivered him from 
the rats: hedikewife tamed forne kids; and, todivert 

himfelf,
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himfelf, would now-and-then fing and dancè with 
them, and his cats: fo that, by the favour of Provi- 
dence, and vigour of his youth, being now but 
thirty years old, he came, at laft, to conquer all the 
inconveniencies of his folitude, and to be very eafy. 
When his cloaths were out, he made himfelf а coat 
and а сар of goat-fkins, which he fiitched together, 
with little thongs of the fame, that he cut with his 
knife. He had no other needle, but а nail; and, 
when his knife was worn to the back, he made 
others, as well as he could, of fome iron hoops, that 
were left alhore, which he beat thin, and ground 
upon ftones. Having fome linen-cloth by him, he 
fewed him fome fliirts with а nail, and fiitched them 
with the worfted of his old ftockings, which he pull
ed out on purpofe. He had his laft lhirt on when 
we found him in the ifland *.

* When Mr Selkirk came to England, he put his papers into the 
hands of the famous Mr. Daniel Defoe, to digeft for publication : 
but that induftrious gentleman converted the materials into his well 
known hiftory of Robinfon Crufoe, and returned Mr. Selkirk his 
papers again; after thus defrauding him of the emolument he was fo 
juftly entitled to hope from them, by this piece of craft.

longer

At his firft coming on board us, he had fo much 
forgot his language, for want of ufe, that we could 
fcarce underftand him; for he feemed to fpeak his 
words by halves. We offered him а dram; but he 
would not touch it, having drank nothing but water 
fince his being there; and it was fome time before he 
could relifh our vióluals. He could give us an ac
count of no other produót of the ifland, than what 
we have mentioned, except fome black plums, which. 
are very good, but hard to come at, the trees, which 
bear them, growing on high mountains and rocks. 
J*imento-trees  are plenty here, and we faw fome of 
fixty feet high, and about two yards thick; and cot- 
ton-trees higher, and near four fathom round in the 
ftock. The climate is fo good, that the trees and grafs 
are verdant all the year round. The winter lafts no
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longer than June and July, and is not then fevere, 
there being only a fmall froft, and а little hail; but 
fometimes great rains. The heat of the fummer is 
equally moderate; and there is not much thunder, 
or tempeftuous weather of any fort. Не faw no veno- 
mous or lavage creature on the illand, nor any other 
fort of beafts, but goats, the firft of which had been 
put alhore here, on purpofe for а breed, by Juan 
Fernandez, а Spaniard, who fettled there, with 
forne families, till the continent of Chili began to 
fubmit to the Spaniards; which, being more profi
table, tempted them to quit this illand, capable, 
however, of maintaining а good number of people, 
and being made fo ftrong, that they could not be 
eafily dillodged from thence.

February 3, we got our fmith’s forge on fhore, 
fet our coopers to work, and made а little tent for 
me to have the benefit of the air. The Duchefs had 
alfo а tent for their fick men; fo that we had а fmall 
town of our own here j and every body employed, а 
few men fupplied us all with fifh of feveral forts, all 
very good, in fuch abundance, that, in а few hours, 
we could take as many, as would ferve 200. There 
were fea-fowls in the bay, as large as geefe; but eat 
filhy. The go vernor (as we called Selkirk) never 
failed of procuring us two or three goats а day for 
our fick men ; by which, with the help of the 
greens, and the wholfome air, they recovered very 
foon of the fcurvy ; fo that captain Dover and I both 
thought it а very agreeable feat, the weather being 
neither too hot, nor too cold. We fpent our time, 
till the ioth, in refitting our fhips, taking wood on 
board, and laying in water, that which we brought 
from England and St. Vincent, being fpoiled by the 
badnefs of the cafks. We likewife boiled up abouc 
eighty gallons of fea-lions oil, as we might have 
done feveral tons, had we been provided with veflels. 
We refined it for our lamps, and to fave candles. 
The failors lemetimes ufe it to fry their meat, for 

want
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want of butter, and find it agreeable enough. The 
men, who worked on our rigging, eat young feels, 
which they preferred to our lhip’s viétuals, and faid, 
it was as good as Englilh lamb, though I Ihould have 
been glad of fuch an exchange. We made what 
hafte we could to get all the necefiaries on board, 
being willing to lofe no time; for we were informed 
at the Canaries, that five ftout French lhips were 
coming together to thefe feas.

On February 13, we held а confultation, in which 
we made feveral regulations for preferving fecrecy, 
difcipline, and ftriét honefty, on board both veffels; 
and, on the iyth, we fettled another matter of as 
great importance, which was, that two men from on 
board the Duke fhould be put on board the Duchefs, 
and two men from on board the Duchefs on board 
the Duke, in order to fee, that juftice was recipro- 
cally done by each lhip’s Company to the other. On 
the 2 8th, we hoifted both pinnaces into the water, to 
try them under fail, with а gun fixcd in each of 
them, and whatever elfe was requifite to render them 
very ferviceable fmall privateers. We found the 
nights very cold, and the days not near fo warm as 
might have been expeéted in that latitude, where 
there never falls any rain, but fuch dews in the night, 
as are equivalent to it, though the a r is, generally 
fpeaking, ferene. On May 15, in the evening, we 
faw а fail: our confort, being neareft, foon took her. 
She was а little veffel, of fixteen ton, from Payta, 
bound to Cheripe for flour, with а fmall fum of mo- 
ney to purchafe it; the mafter’s name Antonio He- 
liagos, а Meftizo, or one begotten between an Indian 
and а Spaniard his crew eight men, one of them 
а Spaniard, one а negro, and the reft Indians. We 
alked them for news; and they aflured us, that all the 
French lhips, being feven in number, failed out of 
thefe feas fix months ago; and that no more were to 
return: adding, that the Spaniards had fuch an aver- 
lion tQ them, that, at Callao, the fea-port for Lima, 

they
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they killed fo many of the French, and quarrelled 
fo frequently with them, that none were fuffered to 
come alhore there for fome time before they failed 
from thence. After we had put men on board the 
prize, he haled off ciofe on а wind for Lobos, having 
fhot within it; and, had we not been better informed 
by the crew of the prize, might have endangered our 
fhips, by running in farther, becaufe there are flioals 
between the ifland and the main. There is а paflage 
for boats to windward to come into the road, which 
is to the leeward of thefe iflands, in а l'ound betweéri 
them. It is not half а mile braad-, but above а 
mile deep-, has from ten to twelve fathom water, 
and good anchor ground. There is nø coming in 
for fhips, but to leeward of the iflands. We went in 
with а fmall weather-tide, though I never perceived 
it to flow above three feet whilft we lay here. The 
wind commonly blows foutherly, veering а little to 
the eaftward. On the eaftermoft ifland (which was 
on our larboard fide as we lay at anchor in the 
found) there is а round hummock, and behind it а 
fmall cove, very fmooth, deep, and convenient enough 
for а fliip to careen in. There we haled up, and 
fitted our little frigate. The higheft part of the ifland 
appears, in the road, not much higher than а large 
fhip’s top maft-head. The foil is an hungry, white, 
clayifh earth, mixed with fand and rocks. There is 
no frefli water, or green thing, on the iflands. Here 
is abundance of vultures alias carrion-crows, which 
looked fo like turkeys, that one of our officers, at 
landing, blefled himfelf at the fight, and hoped to 
fare delicioufly here. He was fo eager, that he would 
not ftay till the boat could put him afhore; but leaped 
into the water with his gun, and, getting near enough 
to а parcel, let fly at them : but, when he came to 
take up his game, it ftunk infufterably, and made 
us merry at his miftake. The other birds here are, 
penguins, pelicans, boobies, gulis, and а fort of fowls 
like a teal, that neftle in holes on the land. Our

men
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men got loads of then-ц which they fkinned, and 
praifed them for very good meat. We found abun- 
dance of bulrufhes, and empty jars, that the Spariifh. 
fifliermen had lefe afhore. All over this coali, they 
ufe jars inftead of cafks for oil, wine, and all other 
forts of liquids. Неге is abundance of feais, and 
forne fea-lions. The feals are mueh .larger than at 
Juan Fernandez j but the fur not fo fine. Our 
people killed feveral, with а defign to eat their livers; 
but one of our crew, а Spaniard, dying fuddenly af- 
ter eating them, I forbad the ufe of them. Our 
prifoners told us, they accounted the old feals very 
unwholfome. The wind always biowing frelh over 
the land, brought an ugly noifome fmell aboard from 
the feals fhore, which gave me а violent head-ach •, 
and every body el'e complained of this naufeous 
fmell. We found nothing fo offenfive at Juan Fer
nandez. Our prifoners told us, they expeéted the 
widow of the late viceroy of Peru would lhortly em
bark for Acapulco, with her family and riches, and 
ftop at Payta to refrefh, or fail near in fight, as euf- 
tomary, in one of the king’s fhips of thirty-fix guns; 
and that, about eight months ago, there was а fhip 
with 200,000 pieces of eight aboard, the reft of her 
cargo liquors and flour, which had paffed Payta for 
Acapulco. Our prifoners added, that they lefe iéig- 
nor Morel in а ftout fhip, with dry goods, for Lima, 
reeruiting at Payta, where he expeéted in а few days 
а French built fhip belonging to the Spaniards, to 
come from Panama richly laden, with а bifhop 
aboard. Payta is а common reeruiting place to thofe 
whogo to or from Lima, or moft parts to windward, 
in their trade to Panama, or any part of the coaft of 
Mexico. Upon this advice, we agreed to fpend as 
much time as poflible cruifing off of Payta, without 
difcovering ourfelves, for fear of hindering our other 
dèfigns.

On April i, we took а galleon, by which I mean 
no more than а fhip built in that manner, commanded 
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by two brothers, whofe names were Jofeph and John 
Morel. She was of the burden of 500 ton, laden 
with dry goods and negroes. The rrext day we took 
another prize; and, on the 7th, Mr. Vanbrugh was 
removed from the council. But here our authors 
difi’er: captain Rogers fays, that captain Dover ac- 
cufed him of great infolence to him ; but captain 
Cooke fays, that it was captain Rogers himfelt that 
accufed him, for offering to vote with him, right or 
wrong, upon all occafions. It was а great pity thefe 
difputes happened at that time, when all things were 
preparing for aftion, and а refolution taken to at-, 
tack the town of Guiaquil, however provided ; in 
order to which, it was determined to fend the Duke- 
and the Beginning to Payta, the latter to go in and 
take а view of the harbour, to fee if there were any 
ffiips in it, and afterwards to cruife with thirty men, 
in hopes of falling in with the aforefaid bifhop. This 
was а feafon of great confultation, which was foon 
fucceeded by aétion. On April 11, there was а grand 
councjl held on board the Duke, wherein all things 
were fully confidered, the conqueft of Guiaquil re- 
folved on, and а paper, in the nature of inftruétions 
from the committee to the commanders in chief was 
prepared ; which, however formal it might feem, was 
undoubtedly а very right method, and kept, as well 
as taught, every man in his duty.

On April 12, it was refolved in а committee, 
not to fend the Beginning prize into Payta, as had 
been agreed on, for fear of being difcovered; but to 
attempt the town of Guiaquil, the enterprize to be 
condufted by the three captains Dover, Rogers, and 
Courtney; the firft to command а Company of ma
rines of feventy men ; the fecond а Company of offi
cers and failors, of feventy one men ; the third, fuch 
another Company of feventy-three men; captain 
Dampier with the artillery ; and, for a referve, upon 
occafión, twenty-two men: in all, 238. Captain 
Edward Ссеке to command the Dcchefs, with forty- 

two
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two men j captain Robert Fry, the Duke, with forty 
men : total, 320 men : the blacks, Indians, and pri- 
foners, were about 266 more. On the i^th, we 
haled in for cape Blanco, and at noon it bore eaft 
fouth-eaft, diftant ten leagues. А comrriittee being 
held, certain articles relating to plunder were agreed 
on, for the encouragement of officers and men.

On the i5th, in the morning, we faw а fail near 
the (hore ; and, having little wind, the Duke’s boat, 
commanded by captain Fry, and the Duchefs’s, by 
captain Cooke, rowed direftly for her, goingoffin 
fuch hatte, that neither of us had the fwivel guns 
we ufed to carry in the boats, nor our füll comple- 
men of men, only ten mufquets, four piftols, and 
not much powder arid (hot, nor any water ; and row
ed very hard to come with the fliip for the fpace of 
fix leagues ; the Duke’s boat coming firft near her, 
fhe put out Spanilh colours, fired а gun at them, and 
hoifted а Spaniffi flag at the main top-maft head : the 
Duke’s boat then lay by for us to come up ; we faw 
fhe was French built, and, by the account the pri- 
fóners had given us before, concluded it muft be 
the fhip we had been fo long cruifing for, which was 
to carry the bilhop. Our (hips being almoft out of 

. fight, and the Spaniards fo near the coaft, and mak- 
ing the beft of her way to run alhore in а fandy bay, 
we refolved to lay her aboard in each bow, and ac- 
cordingly made the bel of our way, I being then on 
her weather quarter, and captain Fry on her leef: 
we defigned to have told them we were friends, till 
got out of the way of their ftern-chace ; but the 
Duke’s men, thinking the Spaniards had been go- 
ing to give us а volley, poured in their (hot among 
them, then we laid in our oars, and feil to it: the 
difpute was hot for а long time, we keeping a con
flant fire, and the enemy anfwering; who killed two*  
of captain Fry’s men, and wounded one of his, and 
two of mine. One of the dead men was captain 
John Rogws, our fecond lieutenant, and brother to

L 2 captain
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captain Rogers, who behaved himfelf very well dur
ing the aétion. The Duke’s boat, finding the en- 
terprize too difficult, bore away; and fome time 
after we did the like. Captain- Fry hating put fome 
of his men aboard us, given us fome powder and 
Ihot, and taken in our wounded men, ftood away 
for the (hips, whilft I made again for the enemy, re- 
folving to keep her from the (hore, and, rather than 
fail, to clap her aboard; the Spaniards, perceiving 
what we defigned, edged off to fea, and we after 
them. Our (hips came up apace, and we kept clofe 
to the Spania>d, fometimes firing at him. The Du
chefs being come up, fired а fhot or two at him; 
and then he ftruck, and we clapt him aboard. The 
men begged for good quarter ; and we promifed 
them all civility imaginable. This (hip came from 
Panama, and was bound for Lima, to be fitted out 
for а man of war, the captain having his commiflion 
accordingly. There were feventy blacks, and many 
paftengers, with а confiderable quantity of pearls 
aboard ; the lading, bale-goods-, and fomething be- 
longing to the biftiop ; but they had fet him on (hore, 
with feveral paftengers, where they touched laft. 
The veflel was about 270 ton burden, commanded 
by Don Jofeph Arizabella, who told us, the bifhop 
had been landed at point St. Helena, and gone by 
land to Guiaquil. We found feveral guns in the 
hold, for the (hip would carry twenty-four, but 
had only fix mounted. Many of the paftengers were 
confiderable merchants at Lima, and the briikeft 
Spaniards I ever faw. When the French had this 
veflel, (he was called la Lune d’Or, the Golden 
Moon. Captain Cooke (whofe account we follow) 
remained aboard her, fending the captain and prilon- 
ers to our (hips.

On the 21 ft, in the morning, the Beginning was 
fent a-head towards point Arena, on the ifland of 
Puna, for fear of any danger; but (he found there 
only an empty veflel riding clofe under the point: 

(he
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ffie proved to be а new Spaniffi bark, that had been 
lènt to load falt; but the men having fight of us, 
thought proper to abandon her: all apprehenfions 
were now totally removed, and, at five in the after- 
noon, the tranfports rowed for the town of Guiaquil, 
and at eleven faw а light in the town; whereupon 
we rowed as eafy as could be, for fear of difcovery, 
till within а mile of it •, then heard а centinel call to 
another, and bid him bring fire. Perceiving we were 
difcovered, we rowed over to the other fide, againft 
the town, faw а fire made where the centinels talked, 
and, foon after, many lights all over the town ; and, 
at the water-fide, heard tbem ring the alarm-bell, 
fire feveral vollies, and light а fire on the hill where 
the beacon was kept, to give the town notice that 
we were come up the river. Hereupon the boats 
came to а grappling, and fuch an hot difpute arofe 
among forne of our officers, that they were heard 
affiore i but the Spaniards, not underftanding what 
they faid, fetched an Englilhmao, and conduéted him 
along the ffiore, to interpret what they heard. How- 
ever, before he came, the difpute was over. This 
account we had from that very Englilhman, who af- 
terward came over to us, and proceeded in the 
voyage.

А council was held in the ftern of one of the boats, 
to refolve, whether we ffiould land immediately, or 
ftay till day-brcak ; and the officers differing in their 
opinions, it was agreed, fince we did not know the 
ground, and the barks were not come up, which had 
near half the men and the ardllery, to ftay till day- 
Jight, when it was hoped the barks would join. We 
feil а little way down the river to meet them. hear
ing feveral mufquet-ffiots in our way, which, at firft, 
we thought might be from the Spaniards along the 
ffiore. On the 2 2d, at break of day, we faw one of 
our barks at anchor clofe under the ffiore, within а 
mile of the town, and at flood, the other coming up 
the river we then rowed back to the bark which had

L 3 fired
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fired tholé mufquets at forne filhermen pafling by, 
whom we took. When all our forces were joined, 
we held а council in the pinnace, proceeded up the 
river, and fent а flag of truce with the captain of the 
French built Ihip, the governor of Puna, and an- 
other prifoner-, then towed up the barks a-breaft 
againft the town, and came to an anchor. When 
the captain of the Fr nch built Ihip came to the cor- 
regidor, or mayor of the town, he alked our number, 
which the captain magnified The corregidor an- 
fwered, they were boys, and not men : and the cap
tain replied, he would find they were men; for they 
had fought him bravely in their open boats, though 
he had killed one of the commanders brothers, and 
wounded and killed others; and, therefore, advifed 
him to agree for the ranfom of the town-, for, though 
he had 3000 men, he would not be able to withftand 
them : to which the corregidor replied, my horfe is 
ready.

On the 23d, having towed the barks clofe up be- 
fore the town, and brought them to the pinnace, we 
went up the river after forne velfels, and brought fix 
of them to an anchor by our barks : we alfo took pof- 
feffion of two new, of about 400 ton each; then 
went afhore with а flag of truce, and the gover
nor came on board one or the prizes, to agree about 
the ranfom of the tov/n and Ihips; but it could not 
be then concluded. He promiled to meet the cap
tains again at feven in the evening; yet he was 
not fo good as his word. The boats went up the 
river again to fee for more (hips, and returned with
out finding any : however, we took feveral canoes, 
with forne plate on board. On the 24th, in the 
morning, the governor came off again to treat: our 
captains thought to have feized him, becaufe he had 
forfeited his word in not returning over night, and for 
fending word that morning, that he had more people 
tome into the town : but he, alledging that it was 
contrary to а flag of truce, was fet on Ihore again, and
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had an hour’s time given him to get his men ready. 
However, the boat went and came two or three times 
with the flag of, truce ; but the governor and cap
tains not agreeing, all things were made ready, and 
we towed nearerthe fhore, wearing our union-jack at 
our main top-maft-heads.

At four in the afternoon the men landed, with fo • 
mueh bravery, that the Spaniards fired only their 
firft volley, and fled, our people préfling them and 
purfuing them to their cannon, which they foon 
gained, the gunner only, who was an Irifhman, fland
ing by them till he was wounded in four pla.es, 
whereof he died foon after; as we were informed by 
forne prifoners we took. O ur men marched in а 
body through both towns, driving out the enemy, 
ph.ced three guards in the three churches, and fet 
fire to five or lix houfes in the old town, that ftood 
adjoining to the wood, lefl: the Spaniards fhould have 
any cover from them to annoy our guard, which was 
within *р1Ао1-1Ьог.  All this night they kept firing 
out of the woods at our centinels, or any other that 
ftirred out of the guard, yet did no harm ; feveral 
parties of horfe and foot came down, without making 
any attempt: in the mean while the Duchefs’s pin- 
nace, which was commanded by lieutenant Connely, 
with twenty-two men, went up the river, landed at 
every houfe, took their plate, and what elfe of value 
theyfound, and had forne fkirmdhes with the enemy, 
in which one of our men was wounded. On the 
25th, the enemy appeared thick in the woods, fome- 
times coming out; and our gu ards had forne Ikir- 
milhes with them, in which one man was wounded, 
fo that they expeéted to be attacked.

On the 2Óth, in the morning, captain Courtney 
marched to his guard again, to cover the men who 
were getting down provifions, &c. Several prifon
ers were taken, and brought to the main guard. 
Meflengers, with а flag of truce, came about ran- 
foming the town, but could not agree r in the af- 
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ternoon brought one boat of provifions aboard the 
barks; and at three returned to ranfom the town, 
which was at laft agreed on for 30.000 dollars; we 
to have three hoftages, and to ftay at Puna till they 
could r. ife the faid fum, the people having carried 
their money out of town, and being fo difperléd, that 
there was no raifing it whilft we were there, the in- 
habitants of t^e adjacent country having withdrawn 
all their effefts. On the 2jth, in the morning, 
the hoftages for ranfom were put on board, as was 
а boat’s lading of brandy: we took down our ynion 
flag, and hoifted а flag of truce, firing а gun for а 
fignal, that the Spaniards might come into the town, 
and that no hoftilities fhould be committed on either 
fide, during the time we had agreed to ftay for the 
money, having before concerted with the Spaniards, 
to make the faid fignal for them to come in to fe- 
cure what we had left, that the Indians and blacks 
might not rob: and, I am apt to believe, they had 
plundered as much as we had taken; for we took 
feveral, as we went the rounds, laden with goods, 
which they owned they had ftolen ; apd were after- 
wards informed, that, in the hurry, the inhabitants 
had given plate and money to blacks to carry out of 
the town, which they could never hear of after.

On the 29th, in the morning, the barks weighed, 
and got down to Puna, where they anchored off the 
town. Captain Rogers, in the Duke’s pinnace, came 
on board, and gave an account, that they had taken, 
plundered, and ranfomed the town of Guiaquil; 
that three of our men had been killed; two by our 
own people, and one by the Spaniards; and four 
wounded: that the inhabitants, while treating, had 
carried off their money and plate, retiring to the 
woods, and leaving their guns ; four whereof were 
taken, with а confiderable quantity of meal, peafe, 
fugar, brandy, and wine, which was coming down 
in the barks, V/hat we killed and wounded of the 
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«nerrfy could not be known, becaufe they carried 
them off.

Having, from the fhip’s fide, difcovered а fail 
ftanding up the river, with the tide of flood, we fent 
both ftiips boats after her, and, at four in the after- 
noon, fhe ftruck to 'the boats. They brought her 
in at night. She was а fmall Spanifh bark from Che- 
ripe, and bound up to Guiaquil, having on board 
350 bags of meal-, and 140 arrobas, that is, 35 hun
dred weight of fugar-, forne onions, quince, and pome- 
granates: this, with the fix barks, and two great 
lhips ranfomed with the town of Guiaquil, mikes 
fourteen prizes taken in thofc feas. Captain WooJes 
Rogers, in his relation, Marnes captain C urtney for 
being in а hurry to quit the place, though he ae- 
knowleges, that his heutenant Mr Streton was fhot 
by accident in his leg, his own piftol going off un- 
iuckily, which rendered it neceftary to fend him in- 
ftantly on board the finall craft and that moft of 
their men were grown carelefs, weak, and heartily 
weary of their new trade of being foldiers, Or.e cir- 
cumftance he mentioned, which deferves notice for 
its fingularity. As he was marching out of the town, 
he happened to mifs one John Gabriel, а Dutchman, 
who ferved in his own Company•, and took it for 
granted, that he was either taken or killed. But 
the poor fellow had a better time of it: he happened 
to take up his quarters in а certain houfe, where 
there was forne excellent brandy, which the Dutch
man attacked fo often, that, at laft, it laid him on the 
floor; and in this conditjon he was, when captain 
Rogers and his men quitted the place. А little af
ter, the mafter of the houfe returned, and found 
the Dutchman ftretched at his füll length, and fo 
faft, that it was а difficult matter to diftinguifh whe- 
ther he was dead or afleep. The Spaniard refolved 
to make the experiment •, but, firft of all, called in 
his neighbours, whoadvifed him to fecure the Dutch- 
man’s arms j which being done without any difficul- 
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ty. they next raifed him up, and fet him on his feet, 
when, after а little tottering, he opened his eyes, 
and began to tiåre about him, being fenfible that 
he was not afleep, and not very well fatisfied to find 
himfeif.awake, and in fuch Company. His landlord, 
however, foun let his heart at rett, by red oring 
him his arms, and advifing him to make all the hatte 
he could to join his companions, who were not y&t 
cmoarked. There dici not need many entreaties to 
fet the Dutchman forward ; he moved with all the 
alacnty in agin. ble, and got fafely aboard. If this 
Rory be а little |1 range, captain Rogers adds an ob- 
fervation that is ltill dranger, which is, that, of all 
the men who landed on this occafion, there was not 
а foul that drank а cup too much but this poor Dutch
man ; which, if true, die town of Guiaquil had the 
honour to Le plundcred by the loberelt fct of people 
that ever were of their profeffion. But it is now time 
to come to the forms of capitulation, which the Spa- 
niaids, as perlons mod deeply interefled in it, de- 
firtd might be drawn up in proper form : and fo 
they were, with the omifiion only of а fingie circum- 
ftance i viz that the place was taken by force of 
arms, which the Spaniards infided ïhould be parti- 
cularly fpecified, to demonftrate that they had been 
beaten before they confented to treat. To this the 
En Tilh very willingly yieldcd, which produced the 
following fcheme of articles, which fatisfied both par
ties, procuring one the money they wanted, and fa- 
tisfying the other as to the point of honour ■, а thing 
no Spaniard ever willingly gave up.

Contract for the ranfom of the town of Guiaquil«

* YT 7 Hereas the city of Guiaquil, lately in fubjec-
* VV tion to Philip V. king of Spain, is now
* taken by fiorm, and in the poffeffion of the cap-
* tains Thomas Dover, Woodes Rogers, and Stephen 
‘ Courtney, commanding а body of her Majefty of
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* Great Britain’s fubjefts; we the underwritten are 
‘ content to become hoftages for the faid city, and 
e to continue in the cuftody of the faid captains Tho- 
‘ mas Dover, Woodes Rogers, and Stephen Court- 
‘ ney, till 30,000 pieces of eight fhall be paid to 
‘ them for the ranfom of the faid city, two new fhips,
* and fix barks ; during which time no hoftility is to 
‘ be committed on either fide between this and Pu- 
‘ na; the faid fum to be paid at Puna, in fix days 
‘ from the date hereof •, and then the hoftages to be 
‘ difcharged, and all the prifoners to be delivered 
‘ immediatcly : otherwiie the faid hoftages do agree 
‘ to remain prifoners, till the faid fum is difcharged 
‘ in any other part of the world. In witnefs where- 
‘ of, we have voluntarily fet our hands this 27th day 
‘ of April, O. S. and the ^th of May, N. S. in the 
‘ year of our Lord ƒ709.’

The plunder took here, exclufive of the ranfom 
received for the town, was very confiderable; for 
we found there 230 bags of flour, beans, peafe, and 
rice; fifteen jars of oil-, 160 jarsof other liquor 
forne cordage, iron ware, and fmall nails; with about 
four half jars of powder-, about а ton of pitch and 
tar; а parcel of cloathing and neceflaries and, as I 
guefs, about 1200I. in plate, ear-rings, &c. and 150 
bales of dry goods, four guns, and about 200 Spanilh 
ordinary uielefs arms and mufquet-barrels; а few packs 
of indico, cocoa, and anottoj with about а ton of 
loaffugar. We left abundance of goods in the town, 
befide liquors of moft forts, and lea-ftores, with fe- 
veral warehoufes full of cocoa, divers fhips on the 
ftocks, and two new fhips unrigged, upwards of 400 
ton, which coft above 80,000 crowns; and then lay 
at anchor before the town. We were alfo to deliver 
four barks alhore, and leave two here to bring down 
the ranfom. By this it appears the Spaniards had а 
good bargain; but this ranfom was far better for us, 
than to burn what we could not carry off. The hof
tages informed us, that, during the treaty, 80,000 
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pieces of eight of the king’s money were fent out 
of the town, befide their plate, jewels, and other 
things of the greateft value; Ib that it is certain, that 
if we had landed at firft. and given them no time ac 
all, we had been much greater garners than we were j 
and I have great reafon to belie e that we might, in 
that café, have maJe 200,00a pieces of eight in ready 
money, plate, and jewels; and yet the place had ne- 
ver been ib poor for forty years paft, as at the time 
we took it, there having been а fire about а year and 
an half beto, e, which had burnt down belt part of 
the town, and occafioned а very great expence in re- 
building it As it was, we thought ourfelves very 
happy ; and all imaginable care was taken, that every 
man concerned in the expedition fhould find his ac
count in it; by which the expediency of the articles 
before-mentioned fully appeared: and our people were 
fo perfeétly fatisfied with the ufage they received on 
this occafion, that they exprefled the greateft ala- 
crity in the execution of every enterprize that was 
afterward undertaken. То lay the truth, this is а 
matter of the utmoft importance with privateers, for, 
if the men have the leaft jealoufy of their being ill- 
treated, fuch difputes arife, as do infinitely more 
mifchief than the value of what can be gotten by 
fuch praétices can repair: but to procced.

When May 2 came, which was the laft day ap- 
pointed to wait for the money, and no boat arriving, 
we began to be very uneafy. At length, however, 
a boat arri ved, and brought us 22,000 pieces of 
eight j which we received; and difpatched the boat 
back again, telling them we defigned to leave the 
place the next morning, and would carry away the 
hoftages if they did not come time enough to pre
vent it. We ftaid, however, till the 6th; and then 
captain Courtney was rcfolved to depart, being ap- 
prehenfive that we ftiould be attacked by the French 
and Spanifh fquadron. I endeavoured, but in vain, 
to convince him, that as yet we were not in any dan
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ger of being attacked; becaufe it was not poflible 
that the French and Spaniards could have rectived 
notice by this time at Lima, and have fitted out а 
force fufficient to engage us. We failed however, 
and came to an anchor about four in the afternoon, 
а few leagues before point Arena.

The next morning, about two o’clock, we were 
preparing to fail, when Mr. Morel, and а gentleman 
from Puna, related to our prifoners, brought us 3500 
pieces of eight more towards the ranfom. This put 
us in fo good an humour, that, in the afternoon, 
we difcharged all our prifoners, except the Morels, 
the three hoftages, and three or fou.r more. The 
gentleman that came from Guiaquil had а gold chain, 
and forne otherthings of value, with which he bought 
our bark the Beginning, which was now of no far
ther ufe. We gave the captain of the French (hip 
three negro women; Mr. Morel another •, and to 
molt of the prifoners their wearing apparel j fo that 
we parted very good friends. They told us, that 
one Don Pedro Cienfuegos, whom we put alhore at 
Puna, and who was а man of great credit, had got 
together а confiderable fum of money, and defigned 
to buy goods of us •, for which purpofe he would be 
down in twelve hours time: but the majority of our 
officers would not believe them ; but conceiving this 
to be а fcheme for detaining us till the French and 
Spaniffi fleet came, were in lo much the greater hur- 
ry to get away. Bur, before we proceed, let me 
give you а Ihort defcription of the town of Guiaquil, 
as we found it.

Guiaquil is divided into two parts, called the Old 
and the New Towns •, both of them together conlift- 
ing of about 500 houfes, joined by а long wooden 
bridge, for people to pals over on foot, above half 
а mile in length, with forne houfes on each fide at а 
diftance. It is fituated in а low boggy ground, fo 
dirty in winter, that without this bridge there would 
be fcarce any going from one houle to another: 

there
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there is but one regulär ftreet along the river fide to 
the bridge, and from it along the Old Town. Be- 
fore the church of St. Iago is а very handfome pa
rade; but the church itfelflies in ruins. There are, 
in all, four churches, viz. St. Iago, or St. James 
the Apoftle, which, as I faid, is deiiroyed-, St. Au- 
guftin, St. Francis, and St. Dominic; and before 
this lait another parade, with an half moon, on which 
fix guns may be planted ; but there were none when 
we came. Befide thefe, there is а chapel, and there 
had been а church of St. Ignatius, belonging to the 
Jefuits, but burnt down. They were all decently 
adorned with altars, carved wörk, piétures, an organ 
in that of St. Atiguftin; but the plate belonging to 
them was carried away, the priefts and ftudents be- 
ing all gone into the woods: forne of the houfes were 
of brick, particularly about the parade, before the 
fire; the reit of timber, or bamboes fplit, and forne 
of them decently furnifhed. In the merchants ftore- 
houfes there were great quantities of meal, brandy, 
fugar, cloathing, cordage, and iron The inhabi- 
tants had forne calafhes; but I know not of what ufe 
they could be, unlefs to сапу them а ftone’s-throw to 
church; efpecially in winter, all about being fo foul 
and boggy, that there could be no road made for 
them. This morafs ground was full of the largeft 
toads I ever faw, fome of them as big as an Englifh 
two-penny loaf.

There were 2000 inhabitants of all forts, including 
Indians, Mulattoes, and blacks. This town is well 
fituated for trade, and for building of fhips, as lying 
fburteen leagues from point Arena, and feven from 
Puna, up а large river, which receives feveral fmall 
ones that fall into it; with many villages and farm- 
houfes round about. The water is freih for four 
leagues below it; and all along the banks grows 
abundance of mangroves and iarfaparilla; and, on 
account of this latter, the water is accountcd good 
for the French diiéafe: however, when the floods

come
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come down from the mountains, the water is not 
rcckoned fo wholfome, by reafon it brings al ng !e- 
veral poifonous plants and fruits, among which is 
the Manchinilla venomous apple, whereof all birds 
that tofte die; and we faw hundreds of them dead 
on the water whilft we were there. They have great 
plenty of beeves, goats, fheep, hens, ducks, Mu'covy 
ducks, and forne forts unknown to us in England; 
as alto horfes, and great numbers of carrion-crows, 
which the Spaniards will not fuffer to be killed, pre- 
ferving them to devour all carrion. The ftiips liere 
are built under flieds, to fhelter the men from the 
fun. The town is governed by а corregidor, being 
the fupreme migiftrate appointed by the king. The 
accounts which have been given of this place by the 
French buccaneers are fo falfe, that there is not the 
leaft degree of truth in them ; infomuch that, from 
their delcriptions, it fcarce appears to be the farne 
place, had they not left infamous marks of their hav
ing been here : for when they took the town of Guia- 
quil, about twenty-two years ago, they difcovered ’ittle 
or no bravery in the attack, (ihough they loft а great 
many men) and committed а deal of barbarity and 
murder after they had the place in their power, wliich 
was above а month here and at Puna. The feafons 
here are improperly called winter and fummer: the 
winter is reckoned from the beginning of December 
to the laft of May ■, and all that feafon is fultry hot, 
wet, and unhealthy: from the latter end of May to 
December is ferene, dry, and healthy, but not fo vio- 
lently hot as what they call winter. Their cocoa is 
ripe, and moftly gathered between June and Auguft; 
and of the other fruits natural to thofe climates, lome 
are ripe, and others green, all the year. But, as our 
prifoners furnifhed us with а very füll and exatft ac
count of all the adjacent country dependent on the 
government of Guiaquil, I have judged it requifite 
to add to this account of the town, а view likewife 
of the province, that the reader may perfeótly appre- 
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hend the condition of the Spanilh inhabitante therein > 
and judge from thence, as from а fample, of the 
ftate of this great empire of Peru, at the time that 
we were thus engaged in attacking its ports and coaft; 
where we aded as became men who had legal com- 
miffions, and did nothing that was not juftified by 
the law of arms, which, in time of war, is the law 
of nations.

The city or town of Guiaquil is the metropolis 
of а province of that name in Peru, governed by а 
prefident, with five or fix oiodors, which таке а 
royal Audienda, or chief court of Judicature, ac- 
cowntable only to the viceroy in military affairs ; every 
province has а government of the farne nature. The 
governors are commonly appointed, or, to fpeak more 
properly, purchafe their offices, in Old Spain for life, 
or good behaviour; and in cafe any die or milbehave 
themfelves, the viceroy may name another during his 
time, which ought to be but five years •, but fome- 
times he gets thefe offices of his own placing con- 
firmed by an order from Spain, which is а confider- 
able part of the viceroy’s unknown profits. The late 
viceroy continued fourteen years, feveral new ones 
having died by the way. The king of Spain him- 
felf fcarcely lives in more fplendor than his viceroy in 
the city of Lima, where die chief courts of judica
ture are kept, and appeals are brought thither from 
all courts and provinces of this extenfive kingdom. 
The trade to and from Mexico is forbidden here, un
der the fevereft penalty; efpecially tranfporting quick- 
filver from Peru thither, becaufe quantities are brought 
from Old Spain, which is impofed on the refiners at 
great rates. Here are many Ihips employed coafting 
in this kingdom ; but a trade is fo feverely prohibited 
between them and Mexico, that all the commodities, 
with filver and gold in returns, may have little other 
circulation in thefe vaft countries, but by the flota and 
galleons to and from Old Spain. Yet, notwithftand- 
ing the feverity ufed againft private traders by the 
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viceroys and corregidors, there are forne who run 
the rifk. Thefe have no mercy fhewn them if de- 
teéled, all trade being carried on in the king’s name, 
though his majefty has little or no fhare in it.

All Englifh and Dutch goods, except what comes by 
■the galleons, are prohibited ; fo that private traders, 
after they have by ftealth purchafed them in the North 
Seas, muft vend them in like manner all over Peru. 
And if the wholefale merchants have not good cer- 
tificates from the commerce of Seville, that their Com
modities come by the flota or galleons ; whenever the 
goods are queftioned, they muft difcover them, for 
fear of punifhment; unlefs they have а good in- 
tereft in the viceroy, which cofts dear to purchafe and 
preferve: fo that the trader makes little profit but 
where the chief officers have а feeling. Yet though 
thofe mercenary viceroys are fo fevere on others, they 
themfelves employ the corregidors to negotiate a trade 
for them by а third hand, which cannot be done to 
the purpofe without being publicly known •, fo that 
fhips are conftantly employed on their account, and 
carry quick-filver, and all manner of prohibited. 
goods to and from Mexico, out of bye-ports. Thus, 
being their own judges, they get vaft eftates, and 
ftop all complaints in Old Spain by bribes. The 
goods they trade for have а free paffage, and fail 
through the continent; whilft others, if they do but 
offer at it, are punifhed. Their other ways of getting 
money unjuftly are toomany; but in fhort, in my 
opinion, there is no country naturally more rich, nor 
any people more terribly oppreffed.

The Spaniards fay, that а viceroy, after purchafing 
his place with all that he has, and quitting old Spain 
as poor as Job, comes hither like an hungry lion, 
to devour all that he can; and that every officer un
der him in the provinces (who are ten times more than 
neceffary) are his jackals to procure prey for him, that 
they may have а ffiare of it themfelves.

Vol. III. M The
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The province abounds with feveral forts of good 

timber, which makes it the chief country qf Peru for 
building and repairmg of fhips ; there are feldom lefs 
than fix or feven at а time on the itocks before the 
city of Guiaquil. l'he chief commodity this city, 
and its chief province afford, is cocoa, which is lb 
plentiful as to lupply molt places of the South Sea ; 
they fay, there is never lefs exported in а year than 
30,000 cargaus, each cargau 81 pound weight, and 
fometimes double the quantity: it was purchaled ge
nerally at half а rial per pound, but now much cheapcr, 
fo that the cargau may be bought for two pieces of 
eight and а half, Their coafting trade is for falt and 
falt-fifh from point Santa Helena, and molt vended 
at Quito, and other diftant places within land : а valt 
quantity of timber is laden liere for Truxillo, Chana, 
Lima, and other fea ports, whcre it is fcarce. It pays 
а great freight, and is а profitable trade. They ex
port alfo from hence, rice, cotton, and forne dried 
jerked beef. ' There are no mines of filver or gold 
m this province, but plcnty of all ibrts of cattle, and 
very cheap, eipecially on the illand Puna, where we 
fupphed ourfelves with what we could conveniently. 
Неге is no other corn but Indian •> fo that all their 
flour is brought from Truxillo, Cheripc; and other 
places in the windward parts: it blows here always 
foutherly. They are ali'o lupplied with feveral forts 
of woollen cloth, and very Itrong good Oays made at 
Quito. Their wines, brandy, oil, olives, and fugar, 
&c. come from Pifcola, Nafca, and other pdaces to 
windward: all fo ts of European good.> come hither 
from Panama, whither they are brought over land 
from Porto Bello out of the North Seas : io that :he 
number of lhips that come and go f. om hence, with
out including coalters, are no leis than fo. ty fail every 
year; which £hew that the port of Guia jiil is no 
mean place of ir.de in this pa: t of the world. А mar
ket is alio kert on ba^-logs and bi^us in the river, 
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every day, before the town, with all that the country 
affords, in great plenty. The other towns of the pro- 
vince are governed by lieutenants, deputed by the 
corregidor; above half of them border on the farne 
river, and its branches; fo that they can join thefe of 
the capital in two tides, though at feveral leagues 
diftance. Few of thofe prifoners that feli into our 
hands were healthy and found; near half of the Spa- 
niards difcovered publicly to our dodtors their malady, 
in order to get phyfic from them againft the French 
difeafe, of which they make very light. All the Spa- 
niards allow, that this rich country is not а tenth 
peopled, nor are half the Indians, far within land, 
civilized; though they affirm their king has, in the 
Weit Indies, more fubjeéts of feveral colours, than 
in all Spain, or the reft of his dominions in Europe ; 
which may be true.

On May ti, we had а ftrong gale at fouth fbuth- 
wett. We bore away for the GaHopagos iflands; and in 
a very melancholy condition we were: for we had up- 
wards of twenty men taken ill on board the Duke, 
and near fifty on board our confort, feized with а 
malignant fever, contraéled, as I füppofe, at Guia- 
quil, where I was informed, that about а month or 
five weeks before we took it, а contagious difeafe 
which reigned there, fwept off ten or twelve perfons 
every day for а confiderable time. So thac the floors 
of all the churches (which are their ufual burial-places) 
were filled fo faft, that they were obliged to dig а 
large deep hole, of about а rood fquare, clofe by the 
great church, where I kept guard; and ibis hole w.is 
almoft filled with bodies half-putrified Themorta- 
lity was fo very great, that many of the people had 
left the town ; and our lying fo long in the church, 
furrounded with fuch unwholiome fcents, was enough 
to infeft us too. About this time captain Courtney 
was taken ill; and captain Dover went on board to 
prefcribe for him. In iwenty-four hours we had fifcy 
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men down, and the Duchéfs upwards of feventy 
and in the following twenty-fóur hours, there were 
ten men more down in each fhip.

On the 17th wedifcovered land ; and on the i8th, 
at day-break, we were within four leagues of two large 
iflands, alinoft joining together, having paffed the 
other that we faw yefterday We fent our boat alhore 
to look for water, and agreed with our confort where 
to meet, in cafe of feparation. They turned toward 
the windward, and left us to try this ifland for water. 
All our prizes were to ftay near us under fail, by а 
remarkable rock. But, in the afternoon, the boat re- 
turned with а melancholy account, that no water was 
to be found, the prizes we expected lying to wind.- 
ward for us by the rock, about two leagues off fhore; 
but Mr. Hatley in а bark, and the Havre de Grace 
turned to windward, after our confort the Duchefs; 
fo that only the galleon, and the bark that Mr. Sel- 
kirk was in, ftaid for us. We kept plying to wind
ward all night, with а light out; which they fol- 
lowed. At five in the morning we fent our boat 
afhore again, to make а further fearch in this ifland 
for water. In the evening the boat returned, and re
ported that there was no water to be found, though 
the people went three or four miles up into the coun
try. They likewife told me, that the illand is no- 
thing but loofe rocks like einders, very rotten and 
heavy; and the earth fo parched that it will not bear 
а man, but breaks into holes under his feet. This 
makes me fuppofe there has been а volcano here: for 
though there is mueh fhrubby wood, and'forne greens 
on it; yet there is not the leaft fign of water, nor is 
it poflible that any can be contained on luch а fur- 
face. In fhort, we found thefe illands very little an- 
fwered either our expeftations, or the deferiptions we 
had of them : and our lofs of Mr. Hatley, who, with 
five of our men, two Spanifh prifoners, and three ne
groes, loft us in а bark, where they were provided 
only with water, for two days, and lcarce any other 
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neceflaries, together with many unlucky accidents, 
made us wifh ourfelves from among thele iflands. 
Therefore, on May 26, captain Dover and I went on 
board the Duchefs, where, after а confultation, it was 
refolved to run in for the ifland Plata to water, and 
focomeoff again, for fear of meeting with two French 
fhips, one of fixty, and the other of forty-fix guns, 
and the Spanifh man of war, who, we were ad- 
vifed, would be fuddenly in fearch of us. But, if we 
could find no water in any of thol'e iflands going in, 
we defigned to fit our fhips there, and not go near 
the main, our fhips being out of order, and our men 
iickly and weak, and feveral alfo having been buried. 
We failed on the 27dl; and, on the joth, we held 
another council on board the Duchefs, where it was 
agreed to go firft to Gorgona, to fee if there were 
any Englifh fhips there, and afterward to Mangla, 
Malaga, or Madulinar, where are forne Indians, ene- 
mies to the Spaniards, who, as the pilots informed 
us, feldom came thither, nor could thence get intel
ligence of us; and if we could trade with the Indians, 
might have fwine and fowls, good bananas, plan- 
tains, and other refrefhments.

In this courfe, the Duchefs took а prize, which 
proved to be а veffel of burden of ninety ton, bound 
from Panama to Guiaquil, called the St. Thomas 
de Villa Nova, Juan Navarro Navaret сот mander. 
There were about forty people aboard, including 
eleven negro flaves; but little of European goods, 
except forne iron and cloth. The next we made the 
ifland of Gorgona; and, on the 8th, our boats brought 
in another prize, which was а fmall bark, of about 
fifteen tpns, called the Golden Sun. She belonged 
to а creek on the main, and was bound for Guiaquil, 
Andros Enriguis mafter, with ten Spaniards and In
dians, and forne negroes ; no cargo, but а very little 
gold-duft, and а large gold chain; together about 
500 1. value, which were lecured aboard the Du
chefs. On June 19, in the evening, there was а con-
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fultation on board the fhip above-mentioned, at which 
forne of my officers and captain Dover aflifted. Be- 
ing difcompoled, I was not with them ; but refolved 
to a<ft in confortlhip, according to their agreement. 
After they had examined the prifoners, they refolved 
to go to Malaga, an ifland which had a road, where 
we defigned to leave our fhips, and, with our boats, 
row up the river for the rieh gold mine of Barbacore, 
called alfo by the Spaniards, the Mines of St. Juan, 
from a village about two tides up the river of that 
name. There we defigned to furprize canoes, as fit
ter than our boats to go againft the ftream •, for this 
time of the year being fubjeft to great rains, which 
make a ftrong frefh down the river, our pilot, an old 
Spaniard, did not propofe to get up to the mines in 
lefs than twelve days. I had often lufpefted his know- 
ledge; but, according to their refolutions on board 
the Duchefs, we made fail about twelve o’clock that 
night, and fteered north-eaft for the place.

In the morning, I difeourfed captain Morel, as I 
had done feveral times before, and all the relt of the 
prifoners, who agreed, that this ifland called Malaga 
was an unfrequented place, and not fit for fhips, that 
ever they heard of. I had alfo two prifoners on board, 
that were taken in the laft prize, who had been at the 
faid ifland very lately. I examined them feparately, 
and they agreed that а fhip could not be fafe there; 
and that the place being fo narrow, it was impoflible 
to get in but with the tide; which ran very ftrong •, 
that the entrance was full of fhoals, and had not wa
ter enough but at fpring-tides, for our fhips to get 
out or in: befide that, if a fhip gets loofe, (as we 
maft moor head and ftern) fhe would turn all a-drift, 
and very much endanger the whole. They added, 
that the river was fo narrow, before we could get to 
the mines, that the Indians and Spaniards might feil 
trees acrofs, and cut offour retreat, there being thick 
woods on the banks of the river, from whence the 
Indians would gall us with their poifoned arrows; for 
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tho'e about the mines were at amity with the Spa- 
niard,, and а bold and very numerous people.

Upon this information, I was furpnfed, that the 
council had not informed themfelves better, before 
they refolved on soing to this place-, and immediately 
fent Mr White our linguift, with the two pnfoners, 
on board the Duchefs, to undeceive captain Court- 
ney, and his officers, and to defire his Company, 
with forne of the reft, without lofs of time, that we 
might agree how to aft for our fafety and intereft, 
and not to proceed farther on this hazårdous en- 
teiprize. On а folemn confultation, this was accord- 
ingly refolved; and, in compliance of that refolutioh, 
we came back to Gorgona, our condition being fo 
bad at this junfture, that, if we had been attacked, 
we ffiould fcarce have been in а condition to have 
defended ourfelves.

On the i3th of June, about four in the morning, 
we anchored in forty fathom water, and refolved to 
careen the Duchefs firft, and thcn the Duke: our 
fick we removed aboard the galleon, and the fick 
officers on board the Havre de Grace, where they 
had all the conveniencies we could afford them. We 
likewife fet up а tent albore for the ufe of the ar- 
mourer, and cooper’s crew, and direéted а place to 
be cleared for our fick mens tents j all which was 
performed with fuch diligence, that, by the 28th, 
we got our provifions on board, and mounted all onr 
guns: having in fourteen days caulked our ffiips all 
round, careened, rigged, and ftowed them again 
both fit for the fea-, which was great difpatch, con- 
fidering what we had to do was in an open place, with 
few carpenters, and void of the ufual conveniencies 
for careening. The Spaniards, our prifoners, being 
very dilatory failors, were amazed at our expedition ; 
and told us, they ufually take fix weeks, or two 
months, to careen one of the king’s fhipe at Lima, 
where they are provided with all neceffaries, and ac
count it good difpatch. On the we fet up а
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tent on fhore for the fick, who were, even by this 
time, much better than when we came to the ifland, 
notwithftanding the Spaniards reprefented it as ex
treme) у fick and unwholfome; but the bare lying 
afhore, having their doétors with them, and an op- 
portunity of walking about when they grew а little 
better, had fo good an ейей, that, while our found 
men were employed in fitting our (hips for fea, our 
fick men gathered ftrength enough to return to their 
duty. Our Spanifh prifoners went into the woods 
with us, fhewed us timber that was proper to be cut, 
and gave us every other kind of affiftance in their 
power. We now let out ground for а горе-yard, егей- 
cd а tent for а fmith, another for а block, the third 
for a fail-maker; and each had his crew to ай under 
him, for the better difpatch of bufinefs. It is not 
to be fuppofed, that thefe people were all excellent 
in their profeffions j but, however, they made а lhift 
to carry on things very well for our work, neceffity 
and ргайісе having taught them many refources, 
which the ableft man, in their branches of bufirfefs, 
would never have thought of, or, perhaps, could 
have been brought to believe ргайісаЫе, if they had 
been told of them by others.

By this method of afting, we had fettled а plan- 
tatipn, on the little ifland of Gorgona; and, as 
every officer had his charge, and furveyed а parti- 
cylar fort of artizans, we had bufinefs enough upon 
our hands, and were all thoroughly and pleafantly 
employed. Our Spanifh prifoners looked on with 
amazement at our working from break of day till 
night in that climate, and in that manner; and, what 
moft of all furprifed them, was our finding out fome 
new expedient, when preffed by new difficulties, and 
when, in the judgment of our Spaniards, it was im- 
poffible for us to proceed any further; fo that our 
diligence and fuccefs raifed our credit with them pro- 
digioyfly. The natives of Old Spain are accounted 

but



CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS. 169 
but ordinary mariners; but here they are much 

' worfe, all the prizes we took being rather cobbled, 
than fitted out for the fea; fo that, had they fuch 
weather as we often meet with in the European feas in 
winter, they could fcarce ever reach а port again.

While we were here, we agreed together to fit out 
the Havre de Grace with twenty guns, and put men 
out of each (hip aboard her under captain Cooke’s 
command, refolving to carry her home with us, and 
to make а third (hip to cruife in our Company whillh 
we were in thefe feas. This was the great work on 
which we were employed from the 291h of June to 
the 9th of July, when fhe was completely finifhed; 
and we gave her the name of the Marquis, having 
provided а good entertainment: we faluted each of 
the other (hips with three huzzas from on board heF, 
diftributed liquor among the Company, drank her 
majefty’s and our owners healths, and to our own 
lüccefs, in conjunélion with our new confort. We 
loon after fent two of our main-deck guns on board 
the Marquis ; the Duchefs did the like-, which, with 
four taken at Guiaquil, and twelve that were in the 
(hip, made twenty very good ones; the carriages all 
new, or fo well repaired, that they were as good and 
ftrong, as if mounted in England. The next thing 
to be confidered was, how to provide her with men: 
this was very foon fettled; for I agreed to put thirty- 
five on board her, and captain Courtney twenty-fix, 
fo that her complement was fixty-one white men, and 
twenty negroes, captain Edward Cooke, cotnman- 
der, and our fecond lieutenant, Mr. Charles Pope, 
to command under him. We agreed, that the cap
tain, with his officers and men, (hould have equal 
wages with ours in the like pofts, to encourage them.

The next thing of confequence was to get rid of 
our prifoners, who began to be а burden upon us, 
and of no ufe at all. It was therefore determined, 
that they (hould be all fet alhore, after trying every 
method poffible to engage them in а fcheme for 
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trading with us. We had feveral times difcourfed 
the two Morells, and Don Antonio, about ranfom- 
ing the goods, and were in hopes of felling them to 
Advantage, but deferred coming to particulars till 
поит;- becaufe we plainly faw, that unlefs they could 
have the cargoes under а quarter value, they would 
not deal with us. I propofed going to Panama, and 
lying fix days as near it as they pleafed, till they 
brought the money we fhould agree for, at а moderate 
rate, provided they left hoftages on board us, whom, 
on failure, we would carry to England. To this 
they would have agreed, pro/idtd we would take 
60,000 pieces of eight tor all the pnze-guods. Then 
I propofed their ranfoming the galleon, and putting 
а great part of the goods aboard her, provided one of 
thole three, and another they could procure, would 
be hoftages for the fum. They anfwered, that nei- 
ther of them would go hoftage to England for the 
world. I mentioned delivering the galleon and car
go to them here, provided two of them would be 
hoftages to pay us the money at any other place but 
Panama or Lima, in fix days, if they would give us 
120,000 pieces of eight, being the loweft price we 
would take for all the prizes and goods, negroes, 
&c. They told us, that trading with ftrangers, efpe- 
cially the Englifh and Dutch, was fo ftriétly prohi- 
bited in thofe feas, that they muft give more than the 
prime coft of the goods in bribes, to get а licence 
to deal with us; fo that they could not aflure us of 
payment, unlefs we fold the goods very cheap: 
therefore, not finding it worth our time, and know
ing the danger we muft run in treating with them, 
we defifted, and ordered them all afhore, ftill hop- 
ing this would compel the Morells and Navarre to 
get money for us, and prevent our burning the 
fhips we could not carry away. Some of our peo- 
ple were for keeping feveral others when they were 
firft taken, but they were over-ruled: though now 
every body feemed to confefs, that had been a better 
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method, becaufe it would have given us а greater 
opportunity of trading, and of ridding our fhips of 
thofe goods which were of no value to us here, and 
ferv^d only to hinder our failing.

But to proceed : on the ioth of July, we put 
feventy-two pri foners on board the hark, and, wrh 
our two pinnaces, fhe failed for the main. On the i ,th 
in the morning, thelè vedels returned from landing 
our prifoners, and brought off feven imall black, 
cattle, tweive hogs, and lix goats, forne limes and 
plantains, which were very welcome to us. They 
met with little elfe of value in the v illage they were 
at-, and, the others being far up the river, they did 
not think it worth while to vifit them. The country 
where they landed was fo poor, that our men gave 
the prifoners five negroes, forne bays, nails, &c. to 
purchafe themfelves ftibfiltence. The inhabitants 
alhore had notice of our taking Guiaquil, and were 
jealous of our being at this illand, becaufe they heard 
our guns when we fired, in order to foale them after 
careening. According to the report of our people, 
our prifoners were not extremely well pleafed with 
the change of their fituation, or even with the reco- 
very of liberty, in fuch а place; and feemed to regret 
the advantages they enjoyed on board us.

To fay the truth of the matter, I verily believe, 
that Don Antonio, the Fleming, fig. Navarre, and 
the Morells, did not expeét to part with us fo fud- 
denly; but, by continuing with us, and knowing we 
could not carry away all the prizes and goods, they 
hoped we fhould of courfe have freely given them 
what we could not keep. They begged we would 
delay burning the fhips, and promifed to raife what 
money they could, and return within the time to fa- 
tisfy us. One of the chief prifoners we now parted 
with, was Don Juan Cordofo, defigned governor of 
Baldivia, а brifk man, of about thirty-five years of 
age: he had ferved as а colonel in Spain, had the 
misfortune to be taken in the.north leas by an Eng- 
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•amounting to four hundred pounds; and the filver- 
hilted fwords, buckles, fnuff-boxes, buttons, and filver 
plate in ufe aboard every prize we took, and allowed 
to be plunder, at four fhillings and fixpence per piece 
of eight, amounted to 7431. 15 s. befides 3 lb. 120z. 
which was in rings, gold fnuff-boxes, ear-rings, and 
gold chains, taken about prifoners. This I believe 
an exaót account.

Early next morning we had like to have had а mu- 
tiny amongft out men: the fteward told me, that 
feveral of them had laft night made а private agree- 
ment; and that he heard fome ringleaders, by way of 
encouragement, boaft to the red, that fixty men had 
already ligned the paper. Not knowing what this 
combination meant, or how it was defigned, 1 fent 
for the chief officers into the cabin, where we armed 
ourfelves, fecured two of thofe mutinous fellows, and 
prefently feized two others: the fellow that wrote the 
paper we put in irons : by this time, all hands were 
upon deck, and we had got their agreement from thofe 
who were in the cabin: the purport of which was, to 
oblige themfelves not to take their plunder, nor to 
move from thence, till they had juftice done them, as 
they termed it.

There being fo many concerned in this defign, the 
captains Dover and Fry defired I would difcharge thofe 
in confinement, upon their afking pardon, and faith- 
fully promifmg never to be guilty of the like, or any 
other combination, again I ufed all the arguments ï 
could offer, fhewed them the danger and folly of com- 
binations, and exhorted them to believe, they would 
have juftice done them in England, fhould any thing 
feem uneafy to them now, or in the whole courfe of 
the voyage. Wich thefe, and other healing argu
ments, all appeared eafy and quiet, and every man 
feemed wiliing to ftand to what had been done, pro- 
vided the gentlemen, that were officers, and not failots 
amongft: us, had not fuch large fhares, which they 
alledged were unreafonable; and that they could not
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poflibly, in а privateer, deferve what tliey were al- 
lowed, in proportion to the Iliip’s Company. Tids 
we did in part yield to, in order to appeafe thefe male- 
contents i for dil'putes about plunder are the common 
occafion of privateers quarrelfing amongft themfelves, 
and ruining their voyages. Another paper was drawn 
up, for every man to lwear what cloaths, goods, &c. 
h had received of the agents, and to reftore what- 
cver hc had taken without the agents knowledge, in 
o ler to а jud diftribution of the plunder; and every 
one was to oblige himfelf in а penalty of twenty fhil- 
lings for every Ihiiling value that fhould be found 
about him concealed, befides the former penalty 
agreed on, of lofing his fhare of any prize or pur- 
chafe, for concealing above the value of half а piece of 
eight. And, for the encouragement of difcoveries, 
the informer was to have half the penalty, and the 
protektion of the commander. This paper was ob- 
jeéted to by feveral of the officers, who infifted, that 
there ought to be а greater latitude allowed them to 
advantage themfelves, fince they had ventured their 
lives thither on fo difficult an undertaking. This 
made us defer figning it till a better opportunity; for, 
unleis fuch agreements as thefe had been conftantly 
promoted, as occafion required, the temptation of in- 
tereft would have made us fall into irrecoverable con- 
fufions aboard, which generally end in а feparation, or 
worfe.

Some time after this, I propofed another thing, 
which, I thought, would prove very advantageous 
for our owners, and the common intereft; and this 
was, the fending captain Cooke, in the Marquis, with 
а cargo of our prize-goods, to the Brafils; which 
commifllon he would have executed. By this I pro
pofed to fave our provifions, fince he would not have 
required any great ftock for that voyage, and, confe- 
quently, might have remained longer in the South 
Seas. In the next place, I propofed profit; for thefe 
goods would have come to an excraordinary market at 
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the Brafils, and have yielded twice or thrice as much 
as we could make of them any other way : and, laftly, 
after fecuring, in this manner, fo confiderable an ad- 
vantage on our voyage, as we muft have reaped from 
the produce of thefe goods, our fliips had been fuffici- 
ently provided for attacking the Acapulco fhip. But 
my conforts did not underftand, or at leaft would not 
approve, thefe reafons ; and fo the prqjeét feil to the 
ground, which they, however, repented afterward, 
when it was too late.

On the 7th, we gave fig. Morell and Navarre their 
fliips, and all the goods we could not carry away, for 
what money our agents received of them. As for the 
effefts in the bark, we agreed for 12,000 pieces of 
eight, which, with 3000 there remained of the old 
debt for the ranfom of Guiaquil, made 15,000 in the 
whole, and which were to be brought in twelve days. 
Captain Cooke valued the money now on board, for 
the ufe of the owners, 20,000 pounds, and the goods 
at 60,000 pounds. We gave thefe gentlemen а pa
per, which might ferve to proteél them, in cafe they 
feil into the hands of the Spaniards; and we intended 
to have taken an acknowledgment under their hands, 
as to the particulars of the bargain; but the bark 
failed away from us in the night.

I cannot help taking notice here of the honourable 
behaviour of our crew during the time thefe prifoners 
were on board, in order to fliew how much they re- 
garded the credit of their commiflion, and of their 
country. Amongft our prifoners taken on board fig. 
Navarre’s fhip from Panama, there was а gentlewo- 
man, and her family; her eldeft daughter, а pretty 
young woman, of about eighteen, was newly married, 
and had her hufband with her. We affigned them the 
great cabin aboard the galleon •, and none were fuffer- 
ed to intrude amongft them, or to feparate their Com
pany : yet the hufband (I was told) ftiewed marks of 
jealoufy, the Spaniards epidemie difeafe. But, I 
hope, he hadjiot the leaft reafon for it amongft us.

We
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We had notice thefe ladies had concealed treafure 
about them, and ordered а female negro, that we 
tookj and who fpoke Englilh, to fearch them narrow- 
ly i and Ihe found forne gold chains, and other things, 
cunningly hid under their cloaths. We gave them 
mort of their wearing-apparel and neceflaries, with 
three female mulatto (laves, and parted very friendly. 
They confeffed to our people, who put them on 
(hore, that we had been much civiller than they did 
expeét, or believed their countrymen would have been 
in the like cafe; and fent back the hufband with gold, 
to purchafe lorne goods and two (laves of us.

Gorgona lies in 30 north latitude, about fix leagues 
from the main, and is about 3 leagues in length, but 
narrow. At а ditiance it appears like three hilis. It 
is full of tfood and tall trees, among them is the Halma 
Maria, of which the Spaniards make marts, and from 
it а balfam iflues, that is efteemed efficacious in feve- 
ral difeafes. It has а variety of trees and plants pecu- 
liar to thefe hot climates. The animals found here 
are monkeys, Guinea-pigs, hares, lizards, and lion- 
lizards, which change their colours, and are fine crea- 
tures.

Auguft 11, we failed, and the next morning came 
up the bark which created lö much uneafinefs ; and 
put Mr. Selkirk and his crew on board her. As our 
fhips were but very thinly manned, and there was 
likely to be more actions than fince we had been in 
thefe feas, it was therefore thought advifeable to 
recruit а little; which, confidering where we were, 
will feem а little extraordinary : but the myftery will 
be very foon explained, by my telling the reader, that, 
on the 16th, we muftered the negroes on board the 
Duke, and found them thirty-five, ftrong able fel- 
lows, fit for fervice. When they were together, I 
told them, that, if they would behave bravely, and 
aét faithfully, their flavery was at an end-, on which 
thirty-two of them engaged, and defired they might 
be improved in the ufe of arms, which fome of them
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älready underftood;' adding, that, if I would allow 
them arms and powder, thefe would teach the reft. 
Upon this, I made Michael Kendall, the Jamaica 
free negro, who deferted from the Spaniards to us at 
Gorgona, their leader; and charged him to be conti- 
pually exercifing them, becaufe I did not know how 
foon we might meet with an enemy. I took down 
the names of thofe that had any; and thofe that want- 
ed, 1 beftowed names on them; and, to confirm our 
contraél, I made them drink а dram all round, to our 
good fuccefs. At the lame time, I gave them bays 
for cloaths; and told them, they muft look upon 
themfelyes as Englifhmen, and no more as negro 
flaves to the Spaniards; at which they exprefled 
themfelves highly pleafed.

The next morning, we faw a fail; and both the 
Duchefs and we gave chace, and took her in an hour’s 
time. She was а veffel of feventy tons, and had four- 
and-twenty negroes, men and women, in her. After 
this, we ftood over to the bay of Jecames, where the 
Indians are free; and, with much-ado, by the help 
of а prieft, entered on trade with them. On the 
2 7th, we began to heel and clean our fhips bottoms; 
and fent feveral of our beft failors, and two carpen
ters, to aflift the Marquis afhore. Our men kept 
one half at arms, while the reft loaded the boats, left 
the Indians, who are generally treacherous, Ihould 
watch an opportunity to fall on them. Our people, 
that came olf the fhore, took particuïar notice, that 
the red paint, with which the Indians were firft daub- 
ed, was а declaration of war; and, after we had 
amicably treated with them, they rubbed it off; but 
ftill kept their arms. We fent them three large wooden 
Spanifh faints, that we had out of Morell’s fhip, to 
adorn their church; which they accounted а great 
prefent: and I fent а feathered cap to the chief In- 
dian’s wife; which was likewife very well accepted : 
and I had а prefent of bows and arrows in requital. 
In the mean time, our linguift and prifoner managed 
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|heir bufinefs beyond expeftation, felling very ordi- 
nary bays at one piece or eight and an half per yard, 
and other things in proportion •, fö that we had pro- 
vilions very cheap.

On September 1, we failed from thence; and, on 
the 6th, captain Courtney, captain Cooke, and cap
tain Dampier, dined on board of me, when captain 
Cooke complained of his (hip being crank; and that 
we need not have tacked fo near the fhore, fince we 
might eafily have fetched the Gallapagos without 
tacking. All agréed to this, except our pilot, Dam
pier, who was pofitive of feeing other lands about 
100 or i iQ leagues from the main, under the equinox; 
Не told us, he was at them formerly, and has de- 
fcribed them in one of his voyages; and thatthofe 
iflands we were at, lay to the welt of them: but we 
judged him' miftaken, or we had feen them in the laft 
runs to and from thefe iflands. On the 8th, we ran 
over and beyond where our pilot affirmed the iflands 
were; fo that we all agreed, that the iflands he was 
at, when а bucanneeriqg, cóuld be no other, but 
thofe we were at, and were going to now, the neareft 
part of them lying 165 leagues to the weftward of 
the main-land. ’* "•*  ‘

The farne day, we made one of the Gallapagos 
iflands; and, the next dåy, hoifted out our pinnace: 
Captain Dover and Mr. Glendall went in for the fhore. 
The Duchefs’s pinnace returned very foon, laden with 
turties. In the mean time, We came to an anchor iri 
about thirty fathom water, about two miles off fhore, 
being rocky at bottom. In letting go the anchor, the 
buoy-rope was immediately cut off, and our fhip 
drove; lo that we thought our cablewas alfo cut: 
but, after driving about half а mile, the fhip rode 
very well. We fent our yawl and forne men afhore, 
to turn forne turties in the night: but to no purpofe; 
becaufe we afterward found, they only came afhore in 
the day.

N 2 On
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On the 13th, the Duchefs’s people having informed 

us where they got their land turties, I fent our pin- 
nace, which, at night, returned with thirty-feven, and 
fome fait they found in а pond; and the yawl brought 
twenty fea turtles: fo that we were very füll of them. 
Some of the largeft of the land turtles are about 100 
pounds weight; and thofe of the fea upwards of 400. 
The land turtles laid eggs on our deck. Our men 
brought forne from the lhore, about the bignefs of а 
goofe’s egg, white, with а large thick fhell, exadtly 
round.

Thefe creatures are the uglieft in nature; the fhell 
not unlike the top of an old hackney-coach, as black 
as jet; andfo is the outfide fkin, but fhrivelled, and 
very rough. The legs and neck are long, and about 
the bignefs of а man’s wrift; and they have club-feet, 
as big as one’s fift, fhaped much like thofe of an ele- 
phant, with five thick nails on the fore-feet, and but 
four behind; and the head little, and vifage fmall, like 
fnakes; and look very old and black. When at firft 
furprifed, they fhrink their neck, head, and legs, un
der their fhell. Two of our men, with lieutentant 
Stratton, and the trumpeter of the Duchefs, affirm 
they faw vaft large ones of this fort, about four feet 
high. They mounted two men on the back of one of 
them, which, with its ufual (low расе, carried them, 
and ncver regarded the weight. They fuppofed this 
could not weigh lefs than 700 lb. I do not affeét giv- 
ing relations of ftrange creatures, fo frequently done 
by others; but where an uncommon creature falls in 
my way, I cannot omit it. The Spaniards teil us, 
they know of none elfewhere in thefe feas; but they 
are common in Brafil.

On the 15th, we had а fine breeze, came up to the 
reft, and agreed to lie by, with our heads to the eaft- 
ward, till midnight, being in fight of the rock, where 
we loft poor Hatley, when laft here. On the 16th 
at four o’clock in the afternoon, we fent our yawl
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for captain Cooke and captain Courtney, with whom 
we agreed to bear away, feeing fo many illands and 
rocks to the weftward, we did not care to incumber 
ourfelves among them in the night. By fix, we found 
the remedy worfe than the difeafe, and, at maft-head, 
could fee all low rocks, almoft joining from illand to 
i Iland, that we feemed land-locked for three points of 
the compafs, and no way open, but to the fouth-eaft, 
from whence we came-, fo we refolved to return that 
way, and made Ihort trips all night, keeping conti- 
nual founding, for fear of fholes, and had from forty 
to fixty fathom water. In tlue morning, we had got 
far enough to windward to return. We could have no 
obfervation, the fun being in our zenith, tho’ we found 
,the weather here much colder, than in any latitude 
within ten degrees of each fide the equator. The Du
chefs (not being fo well provided with turtie as we) 
fent her boat alhore on another illand, where they got 
her lading of excellent turtie, leaving а vaft number 
on Ihore that they could not bring away. We had. as 
rjiany aboard as we had room for. At feven we all 
joined, and agreed to lie by till two in the morning, 
whence we continued our courfe, with an eafy fail, 
till break-day: we were abreaft df the Thorough- 
fare, where we tried for water the laft time.

I ordered а gun to be fired at а venture, to fee if 
it were роЩЫе Mr. Hatley could be there alive, and 
then feeing, or hearing us, might make а fmoke on 
fhore, as а fignal; but we had no fuch good luck; 
fo that our hopes for him were all vanifhed, and, we 
finally concluded, that we could do no more for him, 
than we had done already. The i8th and 191h, 
we faw feveral more illands, one of them а large one, 
which we fuppofed reached near the Equinoétial, and 
abundance of fmall Ulands betwixt us. The igth at 
noon, we had an indifferent good obfervation, lati
tude 2° г' north. We faw in all (forne that we 
fearched, and others that we viewed at а diftance at 
Jboth times) no lefs than fifty, but none that had the 
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leaft appearance of frefh water. Sig. Morell telis 
me, that а Spanifli man of war, employed to cruife 
for pirates, was once at an ifland that lies by ïtfelf in 
latitude i° io" or 30 fouth; they called it St. Maria 
del Aquada, а pléafant ifland, and good road, füll 
of woód, and plenty of water, and turtle of both 
forts, with fiih, &c. lying about 140 Spanifh leagues 
weft from the ifland of Plata ■, but, I believe, it is 
at leaft thirty leagues more, and that it is no other 

. but the fame ifland where captain Davis, the Engliflï 
bucanneer, recruited; and all the light he has left tè 
find it again is, that it lies to the weftward of thefe 
iflands he was at with the other bucanneers, which; 
as I have before examined, can be no other than 
thefe iflands we had been twice at. We had no oc- 
cafion to look for this ifland the fecond trip, though, 
I believe, it is eafy to find it out without farther di
rektions.

Here are moft forts of fea-birds among thefe 
iflands, and fome land-birds, particularly hawks of 
’feveral forts, and turtle-doves, both fo very tarne, 
that we often hit them down with fticks. I faw no 
forts of beafts^ but there are guanas in abundance, 
and land-turtle almoft on every ifland. It is ftrange 
how the latter got here; becaufe they cannot come óf 
themfelves, 'and none of that fort are found on the 
main. Seals haunt fome of thefe iflands, but not fo 
numerouS, nor 'their fur fo good, as at Juan Fer
nandez: a very large one made at me three feveral 
times, and, had I not happened to have а pike-ftaff, 
.pointed with iron, in my hand, I might have been 
killed by htm : I was on the level fand when he came 
open mouthed at me, out of the water, as quick and 
fierce as the moft angry dog let loofe: I ftruck the 
point into his bréaff, and woundéd him all the three 
times he made at me-, which forced him at laft to re- 
tire, with än ügly nofe, fnarling, and ihewing his long 
teeth at me out of the water. ThiS amphibious beaft 
was as big as а large beär.
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On the firft of Oktober we made the main land of 

Mexico. Our bufinefs now was, to look for the 
iflands called Tres Marias, to procure forne refrefh- 
ments; and found this а work of difficulty, being 
very uncertain as to their fituation. On the 4th in 
the afternoon, Cape Corientes bore eaft north-eaft 
about ten leagues: the next morning, being very 
clear weather, we difcovered two iflands at the dif- 
tance of fourteen leagues, one bearing north by weit» 
the othef north by eaft. At noon we had an obfer- 
vation, and found ourfelves in the latitude of 20° 45' 
north. The fight of thefe iflands was very fatisfac- 
tory; for, though our men had their fill of land and 
fea-turtle, which kept them from the fcurvy, yet I 
found them weak, it being but а faint fort of food, 
except they had enough bread or flour with it; 
whereas they had but а pound and а quarter of bread 
or flour for five men а day; which was done to pro- 
long our ftock of bread againft we came to live wholly 
on our falt provifions, and fhould be titen forced to 
allow more, (

On the '6th, we ferit lieutenant Fry, in the pin- 
nace, on fhore, on the eaftermoft ifland, to try whe- 
ther there was any good road or conveniency for us 
to recruit there. At nine they returned, and told 
me, the ifland had foul ground near half а mile from 
the (hore, bad anchorage, worfe landing, and no 
■frefh water, but wood enough. А melancholy fate 
to us-, our water growing fhort. We haled on а 
"wind for the middle ifland, which captain Dampier, 
I believe, can remember he was at, when he belong- 
cd to captain Swan, and found water. Having little 
wind, we fent our boat towards the ifland, to view it, 
before we could get up thither with the fhip. The 
Duchefs’s people, and our pinnace, had been afhore at 
feveral places on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, and 
found better water at every place. On the 8th, thofe 
that had been on the ifland reported, they faw no fign 
øf any people having been lately there, but fownd а hu-
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man fkuli above ground; which we fuppofed to be one 
of the two Indian captains Dampier teils us were left 
here by captain Swan about twenty-three years ago: 
for viétuals .being fcarce with thefe bucanneers, they 
would not carry the poor Indians any farther; but, 
after they had ferved their turns, left them to make 
а miferable end on а defolate ifland.

We kept а light out all night, and а fire in the 
ifland, that, if the Marquis and bark, who had left 
Company, faw it, and had а gale, they migbt come 
into anchor-ground: but, having no fight of them 
at day-break, I went on board our confort, and pro- 
pofed my going out to look after them; but they 
made light of it, and thought it necdlefs, believing 
they would be in after us without any afliftance. The 
recrujt of cattle, bogs, and plantains, at Fecames, 
held to the Gallapagos; and we fed on the turtie 
ever fince, excepting thofe two laft days. This ac
cidenta! flock of ffefh food was forne refrefhment to 
our men, and prolonged our flock of European pro- 
vifions. On the 9*h>  I fent lieutenant Glendall to 
view the óther fide pf the ifland ; and he told me, 
on his return, that it was mueh better than this, had 
feveral fandy bays, in which he faw the track of many 
turtie. Upon this intelligence, I fent back the boat 
thither in the evening, and next morning they came 
aboard with a full load of turtie, and left another be- 
hind them ready turned; and, which was of mueh 
greaterconfequence, they found tolerable good water; 
whereas what we had hitherto drank was phyfical, and 
nprged exceflively. As we wooded, watered, and 
rurnifhed ourfelves with frefli provifions here, and as 
thefe are places very little known, I fhall deferibe 
them.

The iflands of Tres Marias lie north-weft, in а 
range, about four leagues afunder. The largeft 
ifland is the weftermoft, which appears to be high 
double land, and above five leagues in length; the 
middle ifland about three leagues the longeft way} 

and
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and the eaftermoft fcarce two leagues: thefe are alfo 
high lands, and füll of trees. Near the leaft ifland 
are two or three fmall, broken, white iflands. One of 
the outermoft of thele appeared fo much like а fhip 
under fail at а diftance, that we gave the ufual fignal 
for а chace, but foon found our miftake. Thefe 
iflands have abundance of different forts of parrots, 
pigeons, doves, and other land birds, of which we 
killed great numbers, wifh excellent hares, but much 
lefs than ours: we faw abundance of guanas, and 
forne raccoons; the latter barked and fnarledat us like 
dogs, but were eafily beat off with fticks. I think 
the water more worthy of remark than any thing we 
faw here; becaufe we found but two good fprjngs, 
which ran down in large ftreams near others, that 
were very bitter and difagreeable, which, I fuppofe, 
might proceed from fhrubs and roots that grow in 
the water, or from forne mineral,

The turtle here are very good, but of а different 
fhape from any I have feen; and, though vulgarly 
there are reckoned but three forts of turtie, we have 
feen fix or feven different forts at feveral times ; and 
pur people have eat of them all, except the very large 
vhooping or loggerhead turtie, (as they are called) 
found in Brafil in great plenty, and forne of them 
above 500 lb. weight: we did not eat of that fort, 
becaufe then our provifions were plentiful. Thofe at 
the Gallapagos iflands, both male and female, I ob- 
ferved, came alhore in the day-time, and not in the 
night, quite different from what I have feen or heard 
of the reft. All that we caught in this ifland, was 
by turningthem in the night, and were females which 
came. afhore to lay their eggs in the dry fand; one 
of thefe had 800 eggs in its belly, 150 of which were 
ready for laying.

I could not imaginé, that turtle were fix weeks in 
hatching, as forne authors write, confidering the fun 
makes the fand fo very hot where-ever thofe eggs 
are found ■, and th^t inftead of а fhell, they have no- 

thing
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thing but а very thin film : in order therefore to be 
better informed, I ordered forne of our men on fhore 
to watch carefully for one, and fuffer her to lay her 
eggs without dilturbance, and to take good notice 
of the time and place. Accordingly they did fo, 
and affil red me, they found the eggs addled in lefs 
than twelve hours; and, in about twelve hours more, 
they hadyoung ones in them, completely fhaped, and 
alive : had we ftaid а little longer, 1 might have given 
myfelf, and others, thorough fatisfaftion in this quick 
produftion of tortoifes : from whence I am inclinable 
to credit the report of divers of our failors, who affert, 
that wherc they have found eggs in the fand, and 
looked for them in three days time after, in the farne 
place, they found nothing but films: this fhews, that 
the young ones are hatched within that time. They 
aflured me allb, that they had obferved, more than 
once, that the young brood run out of the fand every 
day, direétly for the fea, in great numbers, and 
quicker than the old ones. There was little fifh about 
the fhores of this ifland, and of the farne forts men- 
tioned at other places in thefe 'feas; but the pien ty of 
turtie, at this time, fupplied the defeft. We found 
good anchór-ground about this middle ifland, and 
gradual foundings, from twenty to four fathom wa
ter, clofe by the fhore. Between this and the leaft 
ifland, it is about the farne depth, as where we were. 
Between them I found no fhoal, but what was vifible; 
as а rock off the fouth-weft point, and а fhoal off the 
north-eaft point of the farne, with another at а great 
diftance from that point of the leaft ifland, but neither 
runs above half а mile from the fhote.

.On the i ft of November we faw high'-larrds, which 
proved the point of California, or that head-land 
.which the failors call Cape St. Lucas. It was now ne» 
ceffary to put in execution the rules we had formerly 
laid down for cruifing-, as alfo to fettle our regulations 
about plunder, and againft gaming; all which was 
done on the eltventh. According to our agreementv 

mine
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mine was to be the outermoft fhip, the Duchefs in the 
middle, and the Marquis next the land ; the neareft 
fhip to be fix leagues at leaft, and nine at moft, from 
the fhore; the bark to ply to-and-fro, and carry ad- 
vice from fhip to fhip. By this agreement, we could 
fpread fifteen leagues, and fee any thing that might 
pafs us in the day within twenty leagues of the fhore; 
and, to prevent the fhips paffing in the night, we 
were to ply to windward all day, and drive all night. 
On the fifth of November we changed our fituation, 
and the Duchefs was next the fhore, and the Marquis 
in the friiddlé. It gave us great fatisfaétion, to con- 
fidei', that in this very place, and about this very 
day, Sir Thomas Candifh took the Manilla fhip.

On the i€th, we fent the bark to look for water 
on the main ; and the next morning they returned, 
having feen wild Indians, who paddled to them oh 
bark-logs : they were fearful of coming near our peo- 
ple at firft, but were foon prevailed with to accept of 
а knife or two, and fome bays; for which they re
turned two bladders of water, а couple of live foxes, 
and а deer’s fkin. Till now, we thought the Spa- 
niards had miffionaries among thefe people ; but they 
heing naked, having no fign of European Com
modities, nor the leaft word of Spanilh, we concluded 
they were quite favage. We difpatched the bark 
and boat а lecond time with trifles, in hopes to get 
fome refrefhment from them.

On the i8th, before fun-fet, we could perceive 
our bark under the fhore; and, having little wind, 
fhe drove moft part of the night, to be near us in the 
morning. We fent out our pinnace, and brought the 
men aboard, who told us, that their new acquaint- 
ance were grown very familiar, but were the pooreft 
wretches in nature, and had no manner of refrefh
ment for us: they came freely aboard to eat fome of 
our viétuals, and by figns, invited our men afhore. 
The Indians fwam afhore to guide the bark-logs that 
óür men were on, there being too much fea to land 

out
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out of our boat. After they got fafe on lhore, the 
Indians led each of our men betwixt two of them, up 
the bank, where there was an old naked gentleman, 
with а deer fkin fpread on the ground, on which 
;they kneeled before our people, who did the like, 
and wiped the water off their faces without а cloth. 
Thefe that led them from the water fide, took the 
fame care of them for а quarter of а mile, and led 
them very flowly, through а narrow pafs, to their 
huts, where they found a dull mufician, rubbingtwo 
jagged fticks acrofs each other, and humming to it, 
jto diyert and wekorne their new guefts. After thefe 
ceremonies were over, our people fat on the ground 
with them, eat broiled fifh, and were attended back 
in the fame manner, with the Indian mufic. The 
favages brought а fample of every thing they had, 
e^cept their women, children, and arms, which we 
find are not common to drangers. Their knives, 
made of Iharks teeth, and а few other of their curio- 
fities, our people brought aboard to me, which I 
preferved, to fhew wjiat fhifts may be made.

On the 28th in the afternoon, we heard the Mar
quis fire а gun, which was anfwered by the Duchefs, 
who had the middle birth. We tacked immediately, 
and made all pofiible faiï, fuppofing they had feen а 
ftranger. The Marquis flood to us, toward the 
lhore, and we foon met here: by four o’clock I was 
aboard them, and inquired into the caufe of the 
alarm j was furprifed to hear they took us for the 
Manilla fhip, and the gun they fired, was to alarm 
the Duchefs to give chace, as fhe had done all the 
day, though not regarded by us, who knew the 
Marquis, and admired they could miftake the Duke. 
Immediately each fhip returped to his ftation. Soon 
after our main tie gave way, and our main yard capie 
down at once, but did no other damage. Next 
morning we faw the bark coming off fhore, where 
fhe had been becalmed: being longer wanting than 
ulual, we were afraid they were cut off by the Indians.
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On the 9th of December, Mr. Duck, the mafter of 

the bark, came aboard, and prefented me with forne 
dolphins he had from the Indians. I ordered our 
mafter to go with him, and endeavour, if poflible, 
to difcover the fhore along to the northward, to find 
out a better harbour than that where the Indians 
lived •, and, if they met with the Duchefs,, to teil 
captain Courtney, I thought it convenient for one of 
the fhips to go into the bay we had already difcover- 
ed, and there to take in water and wood, &c. fo to 
fit our Ihips by turns, to fave time, and, confe- 
quently, provifions, which began now to grow (hort 
with us. We were alfo fomething dubious offeeing 
the Manilla fhips, becaufe it was near а month after 
the time they generally fall in with this coaft where 
we were cruifing for them •, but. what embarraffed 
us moft was, the impoffibility of procuring any in
telligence which might deliver us from this perplexi- 
ty. To aét with judgment and fpirit in fo nice а con- 
jundture, it was refolved on the 4th, that the Mar
quis fhould go into the harbour, in order to refit; 
that 1 and the duke fhould keep the outward birth, 
and the Duchefs remain between us and the fhore. 
It was likewife fixed, that we fhould cruife but eight 
days longer in hopes of this Manilla fhip.

On confidering our provifions, we found the bread 
on board all the fhips, at our prefent fhort allowance, 
for about feventy days at moft. Our run to Guam, 
one of the Ladrones, could not poffibly be perform- 
ed in lefs than fifty days; which added to the timo- 
we were ftill to remain here, made it evident, that, 
on our arrival there, we fhould have bread only for 
eleven days: and, even then, we ran two hazards •, 
the firft, that our voyage might be longer, and, 
in that cafe, our bread muft fail, before we pr
oved at Guam ; the other, that, in cafe we had fuch 
а remainder of bread when we came there, it was 
not quite certain, that we fhould obtain а fupply. 
Yet, at all events, we were obliged to refolve upon 

this
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this courfe, becaufe it was fimply impoffible for us to, 
go round by Cape Horn, and fo to the Brafils, where 
we might have fold our goods to vaft advantage, 
and made our voyage back to Great Britain in much 
lefs time.

The thoughts of all thefe difficulties naturally made 
us а little melancholy : however, on the 21 ft: of De
cember, we bore away for the port where the Marquis 
was refitting; but, about nine in the morning, the 
man at the maft-head cried out, that he faw a fail, 
befides the Duchefs and bark, diflant about feven 
leagues fröm us. We hoifted our enfign immediate- 
]y, and bore away after her-, the Duchefs did the 
likej but, it falling calm, I ordered the pinnace to be 
manned, and fent out, to make what the was. In the 
mean time, our (hip’s Company were ftrangely divid- 
cd in their opinion: forne were very pofitive, that it 
was the Marquis come out of port-, and, to confirm 
this, they aflerted, that the fail had no fore top-maft; 
upon which we recalledthe pinnace, put а cap aboard 
her for the Marquis, and then fent her away again ; 
and by this time it was noon. All the reft of the day 
we had very little wind, fo that we made no great 
way ; and the boat not returning, kept us in а lan- 
guifhing condition, not being able to determine, 
whether the fail was our confort the Marquis, or the 

, Acapulco fhip. Our pinnace was ftill in fight, and 
we had nothing to do but to watch her motions: we 
could fee, that fhe made towards the Duchefs’s pin
nace, which rowed to meet her: they lay together 
fome time, and then the Duchefs’s pinnace went 
back to their fhip, which gave us great hopes.

In order to obtain fome certainty, I ordered Mr, 
Fry on board the Duchefs, in our yawl, to know 
what that fhip was, and to agree, if fbe was not the 
Marquis, how to engage her: as foon as the yawl 
was gone, we hoifted French colours, and fired а 
gun, which the ftranger anfwered j and this, in fome 
meafure, cleared- the doubt. Mr. Fry, however,
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guickly returned, with the joyful news, that this was 
really the Manilla Ihip, for which we had waited fo 
long, and of feeing which we began now to defpair. 
This revived all our courage, and every body was 
as aétive in preparing for the engagement, as we 
pould poffibly defire. The thoughts of being made 
at once, difperfed all our melancholy refleétions 
pn the Ihortnefs of our provifions, and our long run 
to Guam.

We had now nothing in our heads, but being 
malters of the mighty trealure on board this India 
Ihip-, and every moment feemed an hour, till we 
came up with her. We agreed the two pinnaces 
Ihould tend her all night, and keep Ihewing falfe 
fires, that we might know whereabout they and the 
phace were-, and if we were fo fortunate as to come 
up with her together, we agreed to board her at once. 
We made а clear Ihip before night, had every thing 
in readinefs to engage her at day-break, and kept а 
very good look-out all night for the boat’s falle 
fires, which we faw, and anfwered frequently. At 
day-break we faw thé chace upon our weather-bow, 
about а league from us? the Duchefs a-head of her 
to leeward, near about half as far. Towards lix our 
boat came aboard, having kept very near the chace 
all the night, and received no damage-, but told us, 
the Duchefs palfed by her in the night, and Ihe fired 
two fhot at them, but they returned none. We had 
no wind, but got out eight of our fhip’s oars, and 
rowed above an hour; then there fprung up а fmall 
breeze.

I ordered а large kettle of chocolate to be made 
for our fhip’s Company (having no fpirituous liquor 
to give them)-, then we went to prayers, and, before 
we had concluded, were difturbed by the enemy’s fir
ing at us. They had barrels hanging at each yard
arm. that looked like powder-barrels, to deter us 
from boarding them-. About eight o’clock we began 
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to engage her by óurfelves; for the Duchefs, being 
to leeward, and having little wind, did not come up. 
The enemy fired her ftern-chace upon us fir il, which 
we returned with oitr fore-chace feveral times, till we 
came nearer; and, when clofé aboard each other, we 
gave her feveral broadfides, plying our fmall arms 
very brifkly; which they returned as thick for а 
while, but did not ply their' great guns half lo faft as 
we. After forne time, we ftiot а little a-head of 
them, lying thwart her Irawfe, clofe aboard; and 
plied them fo warmly, that fire foon ftruck her co- 
lours two-thirds down. By this time the Duchefff 
came up, and fired about five guns, with а volley of 
fmall fhot; but the enemy, having fubmitted, madé' 
no return.

We ferit our pinnace aboard, arid brought the cap
tain, with the officers, away; and, having examined 
them, found thei'e was another fhip come Out of Ma
nilla with them, of larger burden, having about forty 
brafs guns mounted, and as many pattereroes; but, 
they told us, they loft her Company three months 
ago, and reckoned fhe was got to Acapulco before 
this time, fhe fading better than this fhip. This 
prize was called by the fwelling name of l\oftra Se
niora de la Incarnacion Difenganio, fir John Pichberty 
commander; fhe had twenty guns, twenty pattere
roes, and 193 men aboard, whereof nine were killed, 
ten wounded, and feveral blown up with powder.

We engaged them about three glafles; in which 
time, we had only myfelf and another man wounded. 
I was fhot through the left cheek; the bullet ftruck 
away great part of my upper jaw, and feveral of my 
teeth, part of which dropt down upon the deck, 
where I feli: the other, William Powell, an Irifh 
landman, was flightly wounded in the buttock. 
They did us no great damage in our rigging, but а 
fhot difabled our mizen-maft. I was forced to write 
what I would fay, to prevent the lols of biood, and 
Ijecaufe of the pain I fuffered by fpeaking.

On
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On the 230 of September, after we had put our 

fhips to rights, we ftood in for the harbour, which 
was diftant about feven leagues to the north-eaft. 
Our furgeons wer“, m board the prize, to drefs their 
wounded men. About four in the afternoon .we 
came toanchor, and received the compliments orali' 
on board the tylarquis, oh our fudden and unexpefted 
fuccefs, and which afforded us no fmall fatisfaftion: 
we found that fhip in good condition, ready to fail, 
and all the men on board her very brifk, and eager 
for aftion. At eight in the evening, we had а con- 
fójtaüon on thei two great points •, firft, what fhould 
be 4qne with the hoftages; and, next, how we fhould' 
act with refpeét to the other Manilla fhip, which we 
thought there was at leaft а great probability of our 
taking, if we coukl remain here а little longer. We 
agreed that it would be beft, fince we.had good rea- 
fon to believe the hoftagés from Guiaquil, and the 
Commander of the Manilla fhip, who was а French 
gentleman, viz. the chevalier Jean Pichbertr, bro- 
ther to the famous Mr. du Cafs, to be men of ftrift 
honour; to make the beft terms poffible, and then fet 
them at liberty, As to the other, we met with 
greater difficulty. I was very deftrous of going out 
with the Duchefs tocruife for the other Manilla fhip-, 
but there having been forne refieétions caft, on ac
count of the Duchefs not engaging our laft prize fo 
foon as it was thought fhe might have done, captain 
Courtney was abfolutely bent on going out with the 
Marquis: and the officers of both fhips voting for 
this in the Committee, my propofal was over-ruled,' 
and we were forced to ftay in the harbour againft our 
will.,, It was, however, agreed, thatwe fhould put 
ten of our beft hands on board the Duchefs, that fhe 
might be the better able to attack the Acapulco fhip, 
if fhe faw her; and, on Chriftmas-eve, fhe and the 
Marquis failed. As foon a$ they were gone, we put 
part of the goods aboard the bark into the prize, in 
order to fend away our prifoners. The agreetnent we
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made with them was this: as there werc ftill 4000 
pieces of eight due for the ranfom of Guiaquil, we 
agreed to feil them the bark and cargo for 2000 
more i and to take the chevalier Pichberti’s bilis, 
payable in London, for the round fum of 6000 
pieces of eight ; which he very readily gave us, and 
an acknowledgment under his hand, that he thought 
it а good bargain.

On Chriftmas-day we pofted two centinels on the 
top of an hill, from whence they had а fair view of 
the fea, with inftrudions, whenever they faw three 
fail of fhips in the offing, to make three wafts with 
their colours, that we might have time enough to fe- 
cure our prilbners, and to get out to the relief of out 
conforts ; which indeed we expefted, as having eer-*  
tain intelligence that this was а much ftronger fhip 
than the other, better manned, and better provided 
in all refpeóts •, fo that, if fhe was carried, it muft 
prove very hard work on both fides, for which we 
were to prepare. On the 26th, in the afternoon, the 
centinels made three wafts, and we immediately fent 
the yaul to them for better fatisfadion, and fbund 
there were three fail out at fea: upon which we in- 
ftantly put all the prifoners aboard the bark,' taking 
away her fails, and fetched our men aboard, leaving 
only twenty-two hands belonging to us aboard the 
prize, to keep, aflift, and look after them. The 
prifoners, who were about 170, being fecured aboard 
our bark, without arms, rudders, fails, or a boat, 
and moored near а mile from our prize, а few more 
of our men than was fufiicient to give them viduals 
and drink, might have guarded them very fafely, 
yet for the more fècurity, we left а lieutenant of each 
fhip, and the above men well armed, aboard our 
prize, and immediately weighed, in ord r to go and 
aflift our conlórts to attack the great fhip when fhe 
came in fight. Captain 1 over thought fit to go on 
board -the prize, and exchange pofts with one of the 

lieu-
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lieutenants that guarded the prifoners, and fent him 
to us in his ftead.

I was in fo weak а condition, and my head and 
throat fo much fwelled, that I yet fpake in great pain, 
and not loud enough to be heard at any diftance •, fo 
that all the reft of the chief officers, and our furgeons, 
would have perfuaded me to ftay in the harbour in 
fafety aboard our prize. We weighed our anchors, 
and got under fail at feven o’clock •, we faw lights fe- 
veral times in the night, which we took to be our con- 
forts bpats making falfe fires.

In the morning, at day-break, we fäw three fail to 
the wjndward of us; but were fo far diftant, that we 
could not make which were our conforts, and which 
the Chace, till about nine o’clock, whén we faw the 
Dutchefs and Chace near together, and the Marquis 
ftanding to them with all the fail ffie could croud. 
We made what fail we could, but were to leeward 
of them three or four leagues, and having а fcant 
wind, made litt le way. At noon, they bore fouth-eaft 
of us, being right to windward about three leagues. 
In the afternoon, we faw the Marquis come up with 
the Chace, and engage her pretty brifkly; byt l’oon 
feil to leeward out of cannon-ffiot, and lay a confi- 
derable time, which made us think Ihe was forne way 
or other difabled. I ordered the pinnace to be man- 
ned, and fent away to her; and, if what we fufpeót- 
ed proved true, and we had no wind to gec up with 
them before night, our boat might dog the Chace with 
fignals till the morning, that ffie might not efcape us 
and the other ffiips; byt before the boat could get 
up with them, the Marquis made fail, and came up 
with the Chace; and both went to it again brifkly 
for four gïaflès and upward. Then the ffiip, which 
we too.k to be the Duchefs, fteered a-head to wind
ward of the enemy, I fuppoié to fix her rigging, or 
ftop her leaks, Meanwhile the other ffiip kept her 
ffi play, till ffie bore dpwn again •, and each firing а 
bryadfide or two, lefe off becaufe it was darkf They 
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then. bore fouth of us, which was right in the wind’s 
eye, diftant about two leagues.

, By midnight we were. pretty well up with them, 
and our boåt came aboard, having made falfe fires, 
which we anfwered. They had heen aboard the Du- 
chefsand the Marquis, and told me the former had 
her fore-maft much difabled, and the ring of an an-' 
cfiör fhot away, with feveral men wounded, and one 
killed, having received а fhot in the powder-room, 
ahd feveral in their upper works, but all ftopt: they 
ehgaged the fhip by themfelves th,e night before, which 
was what we took to be the boats lights, being out 
of the hearing of the guns. At that time they could 
pérceive the enemy was in difordér, her guns not 
being all mounted, and confequently their netting
deck and clofé-quarters unprovided; lo f hat, had it 
been my good fortune in the Duke, to accompany the 
Duchefs, as I defired, we all believed we might then 
have carried this great fhip; or if they -in the Du
chefs, had thought of taking moft of the men out 
of thé Marquis, who did not fail well enough to 
corne up to their aftlftance at firft, they alone, very 
probably, might have taken her, by boarding at once, 
before the Spaniards had experienced our ftrength; 
being afterward fo well provided, as encouraged them 
to lie driving, and give us all opportunity to board 
them when we pleafed. Captain Cooke fent me word, 
that thé Marquis had fired near all her fhot and pow- 
der; but had efeaped very well, both in mafts, rig-, 
ging, and men. I fent our boat with three barrels 
of powder, and fhot in proportion, and lieutenant 
Fry, to confult our conforts how to engage the ene
my to the beft advantage at break of day. The 
Chace had made fignals to our fhip all the day and 
night, becaufe fhe took us for her confort, which 
we had in pofTeflion ■> and, after it was dark, had 
edged away to us, otherwife I fhould not have been 
up with her, having very little wind, and that againft 
us. . 4
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In the morning, as foon as it was day, the wind 
veering at once, put our fhip about, and the Chace 
fired firft upoa the Duchefs, who, by means of the 
wind’s veering, was neareft the enemy: fhe returned 
it lmartly : we ftood as near as poïïible, firing as our 
guns came to bear: but the Duchefs being by this 
time thwart the haws, and firing very faft, thofe fhot 
that miflèd the enemy, flew from the Duchefs over 
us, and betwixt our mafts; fo that we ran the rifk of 
receiving more damage from them than from the 
enemy, if we had lain on her quarters and crofs her 
flern, as 1 defigned, while the enemy lay driving 
there: this forced us to lay along-fide, clofe aboard 
her, where we kept firing round-fhot, and did not 
load with any bar or partridge, becaufe the Ihip’s 
fides were too thick to receive any damage by it; 
and no men appearing in fight, it would have been а 
clog to the force of our round-fhot.

We kept clofe aboard her, and drove as fhe did, 
as near as poflible: the enemy kept to their clofe- 
quarters ; fo that we did not fire our fmall arms till 
we faw а man appear, or а port open; when we fired 
as quick as poffible. Thus we continued for four 
glaffês, about which time we received а fhot in the 
main-maft, which much difabled it: foon after, the 
Duchefs and we firing tosiether, came back clofe urn- 
der the enemy, and had like to have been all aboard 
her: fo that we could make little ufe of our guns. 
Then we feil a-ftern in our birth along- fide, where 
the enemy threw а fire ball out of ons of her tops, 
which lighting upon our quarter-deck, blew up а 
cheft of arms and cartouch-boxes, all loaded, and 
feveral Cartridges of powder in thé fteerage; by 
which means Mr. Vanburghour agent, and а Dutch
man, were very much burnt. It might have done 
more damage, had it not been quenched foon. Af
ter we got clear of each other, the Duchefs ftood n 
for the fhore, where fhe lay braced to, mending her 
rigging, &c. The Marquis fired feveral fhot, but
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to little purpofe, her guns being fmall: we were dofe 
aboard leveral times afierwards, till at Ialt we re- 
ceived а fedond fhot in the main-maft, not far from 
the other, which rent it miferably, and the maft fet- 
tled to itfo that we were afraid it would drop by 
the board: and, having our rigging fhattered very 
much, we fteered off and brought to, making а ftg- 
nal to our conforts what to do: in the interim, we 
got ordinary fifhes for а fupport to the main-maft, 
and faftened it as well as we could, to fecure it at 
prefent.

Captain Courtney and captain Cooke came aboard 
with other officers; where we confidered the con- 
dition the three lhips were in, their mafts and rig
ging being much damaged, in а place where we 
could get no recruit; that if we engaged her again, 
we could propofe to do no more than what we had 
already done, which was evident did her no great 
hurt; befide, our ammunition was very fhort, hav
ing only enough to engage а few glaffes longer: all 
this being ferioufly confidered, and knowing the 
difficulty we fhould have to get mafts, and the time 
and provifions we muft fpend before we could get 
them fitted, we refolved to forbear attempting her 
further, fince our battering her fignified little, and 
we had not ftrength enough to board her: there- 
fore we agreed to keep her Company till night, then 
to lofe her, and make the beft of our way into the 
harbour, to fecure the prize we had already taken.

We engaged firft and laft about feven hours, dur
ing all which time we had, aboard the Duke, but 
eleven men wounded, three of whom were fcorched 
wiih gun powder. I was again unfortunately wound
ed in my left foot with а fplinter, juft before we 
blew up on the quarter-deck j fo that I could not 
ftand, but lay on my back in а great deal of mifery, 
part of my heel-bone being ftruck out, and all under 
my ancle cut above half-through; which bied very 
much, and weakencd me before it could be dreffed
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and ftopped. The Duchefs had about twenty men 
killed and wounded : three of the latter and one of 
the former were my men. The Marquis had none 
killed or wounded, but two fcorched with powder.

The enemy’s was а brave lofty new fhip, the ad
miral of Manilla, and this the firft voyage fhe had 
made. She was called the Vigonia, of about 900 
tons, and could carry fixty guns, about forty of 
which were mounted, with as many pattereroes, all 
brafs •, her complement of men on board, as we were 
informed, was above 450, befide pafiengers-, they 
added, that 150 of the men on board this great fhip 
were Europeans, feveral of whom had been formerly 
pirates, and having now got all their wealch aboard, 
were refolved to defend it to the laft. The gunner, 
who had а poft in Manilla, was an expert man, and 
had provided the fhip extraordinary well for defence, 
which made them fight fo defperately. Thefe largs 
fhips are built at Manilla, with excellent timber, that 
will not fplinter i they have very thick fides, much 
ftronger than they build in Europe.

Thus ended our attempt on the biggeft Manilla 
fhip, which I have heard rehted fo many ways at 
home, that I thought it neceflary to fet down every 
particular circumftance of it, as it ftood in my Jour
nal. Had we been together at firft, and boarded 
her, we might probably have taken this great prize; 
but after the enemy had fixed her netting^neck and 
clofe'quarters, they valued us very little. I believe 
alfo we might have burnt her with one of our fhips; 
but that was objeded againft by all the officers, be« 
caufe we had goods of value on board all our fhips. 
The enemy was the better provided for us, becaufe 
they had heard at Manilla, from our Englilh fettle- 
ments in India, that there were two lmall fhips fitted 
from Briftol, that defigned to attempt fomewhat in 
the South Seas, and that captain Dampier was pilot; 
which was the reafon they had fo many Europeans 
aboard the great fhip, moft of whom having, as I 
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faid, their wealth aboard, they would fight to the ut- 
ГПОЙ; and having agreed to pay no freight there, had 
filled up all betweerl the guns with bales, to fecure 
the men.

On January i, 1710; we returned again into port-, 
and 4ts we were now determined to make as qpick 
difpatch as poffible, ih our pafl'age to the Eaft Indies, 
we immediateiy parted with our prifoners, giving 
them the bark, with water and prövifions fufficient 
for their voyage to Acapulco. Then we apphed 
Qurfelves to fettling our own affairs. We fpent our 
time to the 71h in refitting, wooding, and watering; 
and very fatisfaéfory it was for us to find as muc'h 
bread on board the prize, as, with our oid ftock, 
might fupply us in our long run to Guam.

About this time, captain Courtney, and his offi
cers, with thofe on board the Marquis, were too wil- 
ling to compliment captain Dover with the chief conl- 
mand of thé prize, which, till now, I thought he 
would not have accepted, his pofts already being 
above а commander of any of our prizes; but I and 
my officers were againft it, becaufe we beli?ved cap
tain Fry, orothers, were fitter perfons to take charge 
of her.

After а long difpute, Mr. Fry and Mr. Stretton 
were appointed both to adt in equal pofts, to take 

- charge of the navigating the fhip, though under cap
tain Dover, almoft in the fame manner I propcfcd at 
firft ; only he had the title of chief captain in that 
fhip, which was fo fmali а difference, where titles 
were fo common, that we all confented to it: and 
at the farne time they chofe officers, agreeing, that 
we- ffiould put thirtv men aboard her, the Duchefs 
twenty-five, and the Marquis thirteen, which, with 
thirty-fix Manilla Indians, called lafcars, and other 
prifoners we had left, made her complement abopt 
i 10 men : fo that all our differences about this af- 
fair were at an end, and we drank to our fafe arrival 
in Great Britain." In the morning, we put thirty- 
five good bands aboard her: the Duchefs and Mar

quis
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quis put no more than their fhare. The captains 
Courtney and Cooke, and two or three more of the 
committee came to me, where we figned а paper 
for captain Dover and the two Commanders, recom- 
mending peace and tranquillity amongft them 5 and 
that, in cafe of feparation, the place of rendezvous 
was to be Guam, one of the Ladrone iflands, where 
we defigned to touch.

As I have not filled this work with а variety of 
defcriptions, fo, before I quit America, it may not 
be amifs to give the reader fome account of Califor
nia •> the rather becaufe moft of what I relate I was 
eye-witnefs of, and therefore it deferves the greater 
credit. I have heard from the Spaniards, that fome 
of their nation had failed as far betwixt California 
and the main as 420 north latitude, where, meeting 
with fhoal water, and abunrdance of iflands, they 
durft not venture any farther; fo that, if this be true, 
in all probability, it joins to the continent а little 
farther to the northward : for fhoal water and iflands 
are а general fign of being near fome main-land. But 
the Spaniards, having more territories in this part 
of the world than they know how to manage, are 
not curious after further difcoveries. The Manilla 
fhips, bound to Acapulco, often make this coaft in 
the latitude 400 north ; and I never heard of any that 
difcovered it farther to the northward. Whatlcan 
fay of it from my own knowlege is, that the land 
where we were is, for the moft part, mountainous, 
barren, and fandy, and had nothing but а few fhrubs 
and bufhes, which produced fruit and berries of fe- 
veral forts. Our men,. who went in our bark to view 
the country, about fifteen leagues to the north
ward, fay, it was there covered with tall trees. The 
Spaniards teil us of feveral good harbours in this 
country ; but we found none of them near this capeb 
We frequently faw fmoke in feveral places; which 
made us believe the inhabitants were pretty nume- 
rous. The bay where we rode, had but very indif

ferent 
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ferent anchoring-ground in deep water, and is the 
worft recruiting-place we met with fince we came 
out. The wind, at this time of the year, generally 
blowing over land, makes it good riding on the ftar- 
board-ïide of thé bay, where you anchor on а bank that 
has from ten to twenty-five fathom water: but the 
reft of the bay is very deep; and, near the rocks, 
on the larboard fide, going in, there is no ground. 
During the time of our ftay, the air was ferene, plea- 
fant and healthful; and we had no ftrong gales of 
wind, very litile rain, but great dews feil by night, 
when it was very cold.

The natives we faw here had large Iimbs, were 
very (Iraight, tall, and of а much blacker com- 
plexion than any other people that I had feen in the 
South Seas; their hair long, black, and ftraight, 
which hung down to their thighs: the men ftark- 
naked; and the women had а covering of leaves or 
little clcuts made of filk-grafs, or the fkins of birds 
and beafts, round their waifts. All of them that we 
faw were old, and miferably wrinkled. We fiippofe 
they were afraid to let any of their young ones come 
near us j but needed not : for, befide the good or
der kept among our men in that refpeét, if we judge 
by what we faw, they could not be very tempting. 
The language of the natives was as unpleafant to 
vs, as their afpeft; for it was very harfh and broad, 
and they pronounced it fo much in their throat. I 
defigned to have brought two of them away with 
me, in order to have had forne account of the coun
try, when they had learnt fo much of our language 
as tó enable them to give it; but being fhort of pro- 
vifions, I durft not venture it.

Some of them wore pearls about their arms and 
ftecks, having firft notehed eachpearl round, and faf- 
tened it with а ftring of filk-grafs; for, I fuppofc, they 
knew not how to bore them. The pearls were mixed 
with little red berries, (licks, and bits of (helis, 
which they looked upon to be fo fine an ornament, 

3 tbat,



CAPTAIN WO ODES ROGERS. 203 
that, though we had glafs beads of feveral colours, 
and other toys, they would accept none of them. 
They coveted nothing we had but knives, and other 
cutting inftruments; anti were fo honeft, that they 
did not meddle with our coopers or carpenters tools; 
fo that, whatever was left afhore at night, we found 
in the morning. We faw nothing like European 
furniture or utenfils about them. Their huts were 
very low, and made of branches of trees and reeds 5 
but not fufficiently covered to keep out rain. They 
had nothing like gardens or provifions about them. 
They fubfifted chiefly on fifti while we were here, 
which, with the miferablenefs of their huts, that 
feemed only to be made for а time, made us con
clude they had no fixed habitation here, whatever 
they might have elfewhere; and that this was their 
fifliing-feafon.

We faw no nets or hooks, but wooden inftru
ments, with which they ftrike the fifil very dex- 
troufly, and dive to admiration. Some of our failors 
told me, they faw one of them dive with his inftru- 
ment, and, whilft he was under water, put up his 
ltriker with а fifti on the point of it, which was taken 
off by another that watched by him in а bark-log. 
The reader may believe of this what he pleafes; but 
I give it the more credit, becaufe I myfelf threw 
forne rufty knives over-board, on purpofe to try the 
divers, who feldom miffed catching а knife before it 
could fink three or four fathom, which I took to be 
an extraordinary proof of their agility. Inftead of 
bread, they ufed а little black feed, which they ground 
with ftones, and eat by handfuls. Some of our men 
thickened their broth with it, and faid, it tafted fome- 
what like coffee. They have forne roots that eat like 
yams; а fort of feeds that grow in cods, and tafte 
like green peafe; aberry, which refembles thofe of 
ivy, and being dried at the fire, eats like parched 
peafe. They have another, like а large currant, with 
а white tartifli pulp, а ftone and а kernei. This fort
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of fruit they feem to value much. They have alfo 
а fruit, which grows on the prickle-pear-tree, taftes 
like goofe berries, and makes good fauce. They have 
many other feeds and plants unknown to us; but I 
was not in а conditioh to view and defcribe them.

They feem to have an hunting-feafon, by the fkins 
of deer we faw among them. They paid much re- 
fpeót to one fnan, whofe head was adorned with 
feathers, made up in the form of а cap. In other 
refpeéts, they feejned to have all things in common ; 
for, when they exchanged fifh with us for old knives, 
of which we had plenty, they gave the knives to any 
that ftood next; and, after they had enough, we 
could get no fifh from them. They appeared to be 
very idle, and feemed only to look after а prefent 
fubfiftence. They obferved our men very attentive- 
ly, while they cut wood, and filled water •, but did 
not lend us а hand at either, or indeed in any thing 
that requiréd hard labour. Their arms are bqws 
and arrows, with which they can fhoot birds flying. 
Their bo\' s are about feven feet long, and of а tough 
wood, unknown to us, with firings of filk-grals •, 
their arrows about four feet and an half, made óf 
сапе, and pointed with fi(h-bones, that they fhape for 
the purpofe. Moft of their knives, and other cutting 
inftruments, are made of fliarks teeth. I faw two 
or three large pearls in their necklaces and bracelets; 
and the Spaniards told me, they had quantities of 
them from the inner part of the gulph of California, 
where they have mifiionaries planted among them.

Our men told me, they faw heavy fhining ftones 
afhore, whicK looked as if they came from forne mine •, 

. but they did not inform me of this till we were at fea; 
otherwife I would have brought forne of them, to 
have fried wfiat metal could have been extra&ed out 
of them. The Spaniards likéwile informed me, 
that the country in general within, on the main-land 
of Mexico, is pleafant and abounds with cattle and 
provifions of all forts. The natives grew very fami

liär
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liar with us, and came frequently aboard to view our 
fhips, which they mightily admired. We faw no 
boats orcanoes amongthem, or any craft, but bark
logs, which they fteered with paddles at each end- 
We gave one of the natives afhirt; but he foon 
tore it in pieces, and gave it to the rett of his Com
pany to put the feeds in, which they ufed for bread. 
We faw no utenfils for cookery amongft them; nor 
do I fuppofe they have any ; for they bury their fifli 
in an heap of fand, and make а fire over it, till they 
think it fit for eating. There were in this bay all 
the fifh ufual in thefe feas. The entrance into the 
harbour may be known by four high rocks, which 
look like the Ntedles of the iile of Wight, as you 
come from the weftward; the two weftermoft in form 
of lugar-loaves; the innermoft has an arch like а 
bridge, through which the fea makes its way. Неге 
you ride land-locked from eaft to north back to the 
fouth-eaft by eaft: yet it is but an ordinary road, if 
the wind fhould come ftrong out of the fea, which 
it never did while we lay there.

I have now done with California, of which the 
Spaniards would know very little, but for thefe an- 
nual vefiels that fail from Manilla to Acapulco. As 
I have mentioned thefe fhips, I fhall take occafion to 
obfcrve, that, generally fpeaking, thofe that come 
from Manilla are much richer than our prize ; for 
fhe waited а long time for the Chinefe junks to bring 
filk i which not arriving, fhe came away with а cargo 
mixed with abundance of coarfe goods. Several of 
the prifoners afiured me, that it was а common thing 
for а Manilla fhip to be worth 10,000,000 pieces of 
eight; fo that, had it not been forthis accident, we 
had taken an extraordinary prize indeed. After my 
return into Europe, I met, in Holland, with а failor, 
who had been on board the large fhip when we en- 
gaged her ; and let us into the fecret, that there was 
no taking her; for the gunner kept conftantly in 
the powder room, declaring'that he had taken the 

facra-
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facrament to blow the fhip up if we boarded her; 
which made the men exceedingly refolute in her de- 
fence. I was the more ready to credit what this man 
told me, becaufe he gave а regulär and circumftan- 
tial account of the engagement.

January io, we weighed from port Seguro, but 
were becalmed under the fhore till the ï?th in the 
afternoon, when there fprung а breeze, which ran us 
out of fight of the land. We took our departure 
from cape St. Lucas, which bore north by eaft, at 
twelve o’clock, diftance fifteen leagues; we were 
forced to go with little or no refrelhment, having 
but three or four fowls, and а very fiender ftock of 
liquor : feveral of our men were in а weak condition, 
befide myfelf, Mr. Vanbrugh; and the reft that were 
wounded. We were forced to allow but one pound 
and an half of flour, and one finall piece of meat to 
five men in а mefs, with three pints of water а man, 
for twenty-four hours, for drink and drefiing their 
viétuals. We (truck down ten of our guns into the 
hold, to eafe our (hip. On the ïóth, the Batche- 
lor made а fignal to give us fome bread, they hav
ing found а good quantity of bread and fweet-meats 
on board her, but little of flefli kind. We had one 
thoufand weight of bread for our (hare, the Duchefs as 
much, and the Marquis five hundred weight; inlieu of 
which, we fent back to the prize two cafks of flour, one 
of Englilh beef, and one of pork, they having but 
forty-five days provifions aboard in fleih. On the 
2Óth in the morning, the water was very much difco- 
loured, at which being furprized, we immediately 
founded, but found no ground. We fpoke with 
the Duchefs, and agreed to go away weit fouth-weft, 
till we got into the latitude of 13°, becaufe ourSpa- 
nifli pilot told us, it was dangerous going into 140, 
by reafon of ifiands and (hoals, where а Spanilh vef- 
fel was loft fome time ago. Ever fince, the Ma
nilla (hip, in her return from Acapulco, runs in 
latitude 130 ; and Reeps the parallel, till they такс
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the ifland of Guam. On the 28th, the fteward mif- 
fing forne pieces of pork, we immediately fearchcd, 
and found the thieves: one of them had been guilty 
before, and forgiven, on promife of amendment ; 
but was puniftied now, lelt forbearancc ihould en
tourage the reft to follow this bad praétice, pro- 
vifions being fo ihort, and oor runs fo long, which 
might prove of ill conléquence: I ordered them to 
the mainjeers, and evtry man of the watch to give 
them а blow with the cat-of-nine-tails -, and their 
mefs-mates, being privy to the theft, were put in 
irons.

March the nth, we had fight of both iflands, the 
northermoft hearing north north-weft, diftant about 
feven leagues ; and the body of the weftermoft weft 
fouth-weft five leagues. The Spaniards fay, there is 
а great ihoal between thefe iflands, but neareft to 
Serpana. We ran along the fhore, being fa.tisfi.ecj. 
it was the ifland of Guam, from whence there came 
feveral flying proas to look at the (hips ; they ran 
by us very fwift, but none would venture on board. 
At noon, the weftermoft part of the ifland bore weft; 
and at the fame time, we made а low fmall ifland, 
joining toGuam, with а ihoal between it and Guam. 
The ifland appeared green, and very pleafant: Off 
it there runs а fpit of fand to the fouthward ; but, 
keeping it а good birth from you, as ypu come near 
it, there is no danger, being gradual foundings to 
the fhoal. After we were clear of it, we fprung our 
loof, and ftood in for the harbour, which lies mid-' 
way betwixt this and the north part of the ifland-, 
and got to an anchor in the afternoon in twelve fa
thom water, about half а mile off ihore, where there 
was а little village. The fmall ifland to the fouth 
bore fouth of us, diftant about three leagues; and 
another fmall one tp the northward bore north north- 
weft, about two leagues.

The neceflity of our ftopping at thefe iflands to 
get а refreihment of provifions was very great, our 

lea-
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fea-ftore being almoft exhaufted; and what we had 
left was very ordinary, efpecially our bread and ftour, 
which was not enough for fourteen days, at the fhort- 
eft allowance. In order to recruit quletly, we en- 
deavoured to get forne of the natives aboard,. that 
were in the proas, to keep them as hoftages, in cafe 
of fending any of our men to the governor. Cne of 
them, as we were turning into the harbour with 
Spanifh colours, came under our ftern: There were 
two Spaniards in the boat, who, on our afluring 
them that we were friends, came on board; and, 
föon after, came а meflage from the governor, to 
whom we wrote а very relpeétful letter, and the next 
day received а civil anfwer to it, with а generous of
fer of any thing the ifland afforded; which made us 
very eafy. On the'i3th an entertainment was pro
vided on board the Batchelor for the Spanilh gentle
men, to which I was carried, being not able to 
move myfelf, but was hoifted in а chair out of the 
fhip into the Batchelor; where we agreed, that ade- 
putation fhould be fent from each fhip, to wait on 
the governor with а handfome prefent, in acknow- 
lêdgement for his great civility, and the readinefs he 
exprefled to fupply us. On the 15th, there was an- 
other entertainment on board the Marquis, to which 
I was carried as to the former; and, after which, а 
committee was held, in which our former refolution 
was confirmed.

On the i6th, our pinnace went with feveral of 
our officers to the governor’s afhore, who received 
them with all imaginable friendfhip and refpeét, 
hiaving near 200 men drawn up in arms at their 
landing, and the officers and clergy of the ifland, to 
conduft them to the governor’s houfe, which was а 
very handfome feat, confidering where we found it. 
They entertained them with at leaft fixty dilhes of 
feveral forts, the beft that could be got in the ifland; 
and when they took their leaves, each fired а volley 
of fmall arms. They prefented the governor, ac- 

cording
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cording as we had agreed, with two negro boys 
dreflèd in liveries, twenty yards of fcarlet cloth- 
fcrge, and fix pieces of cambrick ; which he feem- 
ed wonderfully pleafed with, and promifed to affift 
us in whatever lay in his power. The next day 
we got our dividend of provifions. On the 18th, 
there was an entertainment aboard us, where we had 
moft of our officers, and four Spanifh gentlemen 
from the governor. I made them as welcome as 
time and place would permit, diverting them with 
mufic, and our failors dancing till night, when we 
parted well pleafed on both fides. We got fome 
more bullocks on board, being fmall lean cattle, 
but what we gladly accepted. It was agreed to make 
an handfome prelènt to the governor’s deputy, who 
got our provifions together, wherein he ufed all pof- 
fible difpatch. We gave him, and the reft of the 
gentlemen, what they efteemed double the value of 
what we received of them ; which they certified un
der their bands, and that we had been very civil to 
them : we alfo gave them the like certificate, figned 
by all our officers, to fhew to any Englifh that might 
have occafion to recruit there, and parted very friend- 
ly. Having finifhed that affair, it was agreed that 
we fhould fteer from hence а weft by fouth courfe, 
to go clear of fome iflands that lie in our way ; and 
then thought it proper to fteer direftly for the fouth- 
eaft part of Mindanao, and from thence the cleareft 
way to Ternate. In the mean time I put an old 
Spaniard afhore, called Antonio Gomes Figuero, 
whom we took in the firft bark in the South Seas, 
and kept in order to carry him to Great Britain, to 
condemn all our prizes taken there; but he being 
now not likely to live, we agreed to difmifs him, he 
giving us а certificate, that he faw us attack and take 
feveral prizes, all fubjeéls to Philip V. king of Spain, 
&c. 1 gaye him fome cloaths, and other things to 
help him in his ficknefs; then put him afhore to the 
deputy gov.ernor, and the reft of the Spanifh officers, 
who gave us а certificate, that they received fuch а

¥ot III. P perfon.
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perfon. The governor prefented us with one of their 
flying proas or prows, which the Spaniards told me 
would run twenty leagues in an hour, which I think 
exceeds the truth ; but, by what I faw, I verily be- 
lieve they may run twenty miles or more in the time; 
for, when they viewed our fhips, they pafled by us 
like а bird flying *.

As foon as the boat returned from landing fignior 
Figuero, we put under fail, having а fine breeze of 
wind at eaft north-eaft. April 14, in the afternoon, 
wé made land, which bore weft north-weft, diftant 
about ten leagues; and fuppofed it to be the north- 
eaft part of Celebes. We faw three watèr-fpouts; 
one of which had like to have broken on the Marquis, 
but the Duchefs, by firing two fliot, broke it before 
it reached her. We faw а very large tree afloat, 
with а multitude of fi(h about it, and two large iflands, 
the fouthermoft bearing fouth-weft, diftant about 
eight leagues, and the northermoft weft north-weft, 
feven leagues, both being the farne land we faw the 
day before; and the latter we then fuppofed to be 
the fouth eaft part of Moratay •, and the other, the 
north part of Gilolo. In this condition, we failed 
till towards the latter end of the month : with this 
additional vexation, that our fhip was fo leaky, that it 
was äs much as four men were able to do to keep her 
free half an hour.

Captain Dampier difcouraged us very much : he 
had been twice liere, and therefore what he faid 
amongft the feamen pafled without difpute ; and he 
laid it down as а thing certain, that if we cauld not 
reach Ternate, or find the ifland of Tula, it was 
impoflible for us to get any refrelhment, there being 
nothing to be met with on the coaft of New Guinea. 
There were, in the mean time, great heart-burnings 
on board all the fhips about the reduélion of our al- 
lowance, fo that we were obliged to enlarge it again ;

• See the conftrudlion of thefe proas accura'ely deftribed ia An- 
fon’s voyage.

6 fo
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folittle is reafon able to prevail againft hunger. Ort 
the i8th of May, we pafled bet ween the high-Iand 
of New Guinea and the low-land of Gilolo : and, on 
the 2oth, we made another high ifland, which we 
took to be Cerarn. ,

On May 24, being in the latitude of the ifland of 
Bouro, we expeéted to make that land, which is 
about twenty leagues to the fouth-weft of Cerarn, 
and near the fame diftance, in а parallel with Am- 
boyna, which we defigned to have touched at, if the 
wind had proved fayourable : but, as the fouth-eaft 
monfoon was now fet in, we were out of hopes of 
reaching it and, notwithftanding the fkill of cap
tain Dampier, we were ftill very doubtful, whe- 
ther the ifland we paffed by laft was Cerarn or Bouro. 
By an obfervation we had at noon, it appeared that 
we were in 40 30' fouth latitude, and 2370 29' lon
gitude weil: from London. As we were now in the 
latitude of the fouthern part of Bouro, we imputed 
our not feeing it to the currents fetting us to the 
weftward of it. The next day we came to а refolu- 
tion not to fpend any more time in fearching for 
Bouro i as alfo to drop our defign of going to Am- 
boyna, and to make the beft of our way for the ftreights 
of Bouton; where, if we arrived fafely, we might 
get provifions fufficient to carry us to Batavia.

In purfuance of this agreement, we haled away 
fouth-weft by fouth for them, having а frefh gale of 
wind at eaft; but by two in the morning, we feil in 
with а parcel of iflands to the eaftward of Bouton ; 
and had certainly been afliore on one of them, had 
not the weather cleared up at once. We made а 
fhift, and wore: the fhips then ftood oft7 north-eaft 
from the land till day-break, when we faw it trend
ing from fouth by eaft, to fouth-weft by fouth, about 
fix leagues diftance, which made а fine large bay; 
but as we ftood in, we perceived an opening, and 
that there were two iflands, with three lying thwart 
the outlet to the fouthward of both : we hoifted out

P 1 our 
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our pinnace, and fent her aftiore; the Duchefs did 
the farne, from whence they brought off forne cocoa- 
nuts, of which there were plenty there; and told us 
there were Malayan inhabitants, who feemed to be 
very friendly. Up the bay we faw feveral boats, 
houfes, and abundance of the native Malay ans walk- 
ing along the (hore : we fent in our boats for provi- 
fions and pilots, and myfelf and the Marquis turned 
up very near to the town ; but founding feveral times, 
found no ground. The natives informed us, there 
was а bank oppofite to the town, where we might 
anchor.

Abundance of people came off with Indian wheat, 
cocoa-nuts, yams, potatoes, papas, hens, and feveral 
forts of birds, to truck with us for cloaths, knives, 
fciffars, and other toys, being very civil to all ao- 
pearance. They are Mohammedans, of а middle 
ftature, and tawny-, but the women are fomewhat 
clearer than the men ; having very long black hair, 
their mouths, lips, nofes fmall: they wear а linen 
waiftcoat, which reaches only to the lower part of 
their breafts j and about their waift а piece of cloth, 
three or four yards wide, and а yard deep, which they 
wrap about them inftead of а petticoat. The men 
that came off were all naked, having only а cloth rol
led about their middle; forne of the better fort of 
people had а loofe fort of waiftcoat, and а piece of 
linen rolled about their heads, with а cap of palm- 
tree-leaves, to keep the fun from fcorching. They 
brought off feveral cicatoes and parrots, very fine 
birds. Along the ftiore-fide we faw feveral weirs 
they had to catch fifti. In turning up, we found the 
current very ftrong againft us, and the prize loft 
ground confiderably ; wherefore, in the evening, the 
Duchefs fired а gun; we ran out, and drove all night. 
The names of thefe two iflands are Cambava and 
Wanfhut: thefe iflands lie in latitude 5“ 13', lon
gitude 238е weft from London.

We
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We ftood from thofe iflands to the weftward, and 

ran along-fhore, as near as we durft, to weather the 
weftermoft point of land, where we expe&ed to find 
an harbour ; but, as we neared it, found а long track 
of high-land trending to the fouthward, as far as 
fouth weft and by fouth : we agreed in opinion, that 
was the ifland Bouton, but that we had overftiot the 
ftreights. We made fail to fee if we could difcover 
any land farther to the fouthward; but finding none, 
we failed on, keeping the wind as near as poflible, 
becaufe of the current, which fets ftrong to the fouth« 
weft. By two а clock in the morning we were near 
а fmall ifland, that bore fouth fouth-weft of us about 
two leagues; but having clear weather, we ftood 
from it till day-break, there being no other land near 
it that we faw, except that we came from, which we 
had opened five points farther to the weftward. I 
was unwilling to aót any longer without the confent 
of the committee; fo the major part of us met 
aboard the Puchefs, where we agreed to ftand back, 
and такс the land plain, fo as to be fully fatisfied 
what it was, and withal to find а recruit of water 
and wood before we proceeded any farther, being in 
want of every thing, being then in fouth latitude 54 
50', longitude 238 * 38'weft from London.

In purfuance of this agreement, we ftood back 
the next day, and ’ made little or no fail all night: 
In the morning, we had very fine clear weather, and 
made the land exceeding plain, which was very high, 
with iflands under it. It looked moft of it as if in- 
habited, being pretty thick of wood, and promifing 
us, in other refpe&s, plenty of refrefhments; but 
our misfortune was, that we could not meet here 
with any ground that would hold our anchors ; and 
the next day, the Duchefs ftanding over to the other 
fide of the bay, had no better fortune, but was forced 
to return, without anchoring, to us again. А little 
before fhe came back, our boat, which we had fent 
on fhore, returned the people on board having, by

P 3 prefents,
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prefents, engaged forne of the Malayans tö соте on 
board with them; in which they certainly judged 
right, though we could make no ufe of their intel
ligence for want of an interpreter; I fent to the Ba
chelor, who had one-, but captain Dover refufed to 
let him come to tnc, notwithftanding he had no ufe 
for him: then I lent а fecond time, that I might 
know the beft anchoring-place for our Ihips and 
treated the people with fweetmeats, and other things 
they fancied, but could not keep them, or fend them 
aboard the Bachelor to lecure hér, feeing white Ihoal- 
water near us but they paffed by us, in danger of 
running on the fhoals, not knowing the beft anchor
ing-place for want of the linguift. At parting, they 
made figns, and pointed to the land to the northward, 
which they called Buroo, Our pilot, captain Dam
pier, fays he has been formerly through the ftreights j 
and, in his book, teils us of а town near the louth- 
part of them where the king relided ; but he knew 
nothing of it now, except the bare ftory. Upon this, 
we agreed to fend one of the pinnaces and the lin
guift along with him, to find out the town, being 
willing to venture him to wait on his majefty the 
king of Bouton, to folicit for а fupply of provifions, 
for which we would gladly pay; and, to make the 
better appearance, we fent Mr. Vanbrugh and Mr. 
Connely along with him. The water flows here above 
fifteen feet. There are places near to the town, 
which lie to the northward fix leagues, from whence 
we rode, where а fliip might, on occafion, be laid 
alhore to refit -, and we could have cärried the Dnke 
thither to ftop her leak, but were not willing to lofe 
time, fince we found it did not increafe more than 
one pump could vent, which we had men enough to 
keep continually going.

On the ßoth, in the morning, a proa came from 
the king, with a nobleman on board, who had nei- 
ther Ihoes nor ftockings; and а pilot to carry us up 
to town. The firft queftjon this Indian lord alked, 

after T
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after he came on board, was, how we durft come to 
an.anchor there, without leave firft had and obtained 
of the great king of Bouton ? He brought each Com
mander а piece of Bouton ftriped cloth, а bottle of 
arrac, forne rice in balkets, &c. as а prefent from 
the king; as alfo а letter from the officers we had 
fent affiore, giving an account that they had been 
very well received; and that the town where the 
king refided is large, walled, and fortified, and had 
feveral great guns; ariother prefent was returned, 
and five guns fred by every (hip, at the meffenger’s 
going off, at which he feemed very well pleafed. 
We wooded and watered at the illand Sampo, and 
feveral proas came off to us with fowl, Indian corn, 
pompions, papas, lemons, Guinea-corn, &c. which 
they trucked for knives, fcilfars, old cloaths, &c. 
The people were civil, but fold very dear ; yet our 
officers making а longer ftay at the town than was 
intended, we began to fufpeét they were detained, 
thofe Moors being very treacherous: however, we 
heard from them every day; and, on June 5, the 
Duchefs’s pinnacecame down with Mr. Connely, who 
told us there were four lafts of rice coming, which 
was bought of the king, and coft 600 dollars, fifty 
dollars in tale being allowed to make up the weight, 
becaufe the royals were light; and that Mr. Van- 
brugh was detained for the payment. The next 
morning it came, and was equally diftributed among 
the four ffiips; forne great men coming to deliver ir, 
and receive the money: а Portuguefe, fent by the 
king, was detained till our' boat returned, and 
provifions began to come more plentifully and 
cheaper.

The town of Bouton is feated on the afcent of an 
hill; on the top whereof is а fort, inclofed with 
ari old ftone wall, on which there are guns and pa
tereroes mounted. The king, and а confiderable 
number of people, live in the faid fort, where an 
herb-market is kept every day. The king has five 
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wives, befide concubines, and four men, called Ригу 
Baflas, who carry great canes, with filver heads, to 
manage thrir affairs. His majefty, on his long black 
hair, wears а fort of green gaufe, ftrewed with 
fpangles; goes always bare-footed and bare-legged ; 
is fometimes clad like а Dutch fkipper; but, when 
he appears in ftate, has а long calico gown over his 
fhort jacket. In council, he fits on а chair covered 
with red cloth ; is always attended by а ferjeant and 
fix men, with match-locks; befide three others, 
one of which wears а head-piece, and carries а large 
fcimitar in his hand ; another holds а fhield; and the 
third а great fan. Four flaves fit at his feet, one of 
them holding his betel box, another а lighted match, 
another his box to fmoke, and а fourth his fpitting- 
bafon. The petty kings and great men fit on his 
left-hand, and before him ; every one attended by а 
flave in the council-chamber, where they chew to- 
bacco and betel in the king’s prefence; and fpeak 
to him fitting crofs-legged, joining their hands, and 
lifting them up to their fore-head. The town is 
very populous-, and by it runs а fine river; which, 
they fay, comes down from ten miles up the country, 
ebbs and flows confiderably, and has а bar at the 
entrance; fo that boats cannot come out at low-water. 
At leaft, 1500 boats belong to this river, fifty where- 
of are proas for war, carrying pattereroes, and forty 

' or fifty n en each. About fifty iflands are tributary 
to the king, who fends forne of his proas, once а 
year, to gath r in the tribute, which confifts of flaves, 
each ifland giving him ten inhabitants out of every 
hundred. There is one mofque at Bouton, which is 
fupplied with priefts from Moca, the people being 
Mohammedans. They are great admirers of mü
ße у their houfes are built upon pofts; Dutch money 
is current here, and Spanifh dollars. On the 17dl, 
our pinnace returned, with Mr. Vanbrugh, and all 
our men, having parted very friendly with his ma
jefty, but XQuld not get а pilot for money: however, 

wc



CAPTAIN WOODES ROGERS. 217 
we refolved to ftay no longer, and to truft wholly to 
Almighty Providence for our future prefervation. 
We difmifled the Portuguefe linguift, and began to 
unmoor our Ihips. The next day, we made three 
iflands to the northward of Zalayer; and the loom- 
ing of other land to the weftward of all which, we 
took to be the fouthermoft part of Ce lebes.

On the ioth, our pinnaces came up with а fmall 
veflel who told them they were bound for Macaflar, 
а Dutch faólory on the fouth part of Celebes. The 
pinnace took the mafter of her on board, who pro- 
mifed to pilot us, not only through the ftreights of 
Zalayer, but to Batavia, if we could keep it iecret, 
for fear of the Dutch. He fent his veflel to lie in 
the narrower paflage, between the iflands, till fuch 
time as our fhips came up. About four а clock we 
entered the ftreight, betwixt the iflands that are next 
to Zalayer, and another little one to'the northward of 
that, being the middlemoft of the three j having found 
а good paflage, three leagues over, all deep water, 
fteering through north-weft by weft, to give the lar- 
board iflands а good birth-, then we made the lbuth- 
ermoft part of Celebes. The farne morning, the pi
lot promifed to carry us through the channel the 
great Dutch fhips generally went for Batavia, and by 
that means avoid the Ihoals, called the Brill and 
Bunker-ground.

The Brill has very uneven foundings; and in ma- 
ny places, but three fathom water, and lefs; fo we 
haled away to the northward, keeping the ifland 
Celebes aboard, the fouth-weft part of which trends 
away in low land, with high mountains at the back 
of it -, and off the point there lies а rock, pretty high 
and remarkable. At four o’clock we came to found- 
ing, and had ten fathom-, and came to an anchor 
under the ifland, behind the fpit of land, in ten fa
thom water, very good clean ground. The rock of 
Celebes then bore north-eaft by north four leagues, 
the northermoft of the keys two leagues, and the 

middle-
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ftiiddlemoft weft fcuth-weft three leagues: the other 
being (hut in wich the long ifland, we kept the land 
going all the way conftantly through ; and had never 
lefs than .fix fathom, nor more than ten.

As foon as it was day, we weighed, and went be- 
twixt the two lmall keys, keeping neareft the north- 
ermoft founding all the way, and had no more than 
ten fathom. The water flill deepening, being clear 
of them, we haled away weft, and then fouth-weft, 
having а frelh gale at fouth-eaft, and fouth-eaft and 
by eaft •, no land in fight at noon, but part of the 
high-land at Celebes, which bore eaft, diftant abouc 
twelve leagues. It was very well for us that we met 
with this pilot; for, having no good charts, nor any 
one acquainted with thofe feas, we had run greater 
hazards. On the j^th, we ran by the ifland Madura, 
which is about four leagues long, lying eaft and weft, 
on the north fide of Java, the land we made in the 
morning being the north-eaft part of it. Jn the af- 
ternoon, we faw .the fhips in the road of Batavia, 
betwixt thirty and forty fail, great and finall; and 
got happtly to anchor juft after fun-fet, betwixt fix 
and feven fathom water, at the long defired port of 
Batavia, in latitude 6° io’' fouth, longitude 252Я 
51' weft from London.

By our reckoning here, we altered our account of 
time, having, as is cuftomary, loft almpft one day 
in running weft fo far round tne globe.

When we came in fight of Batavia, and efpecially 
after forne floops had been aboarcj us, I found, that 
after l’ailing fo long with them, I was abfolutely а 
ftranger to the humours of our people. А few days 
before, they were perpetually quarrelling and jang- 
ling; а dilputed title to a lump of fogar would 
have created a tumult, which could have been laid 
by nothing but the profpeét of а dram; but now 
there was nothing but hugging and lhaking by the 
hand, and bleffing their ftars, and queftioning if 
there was foch а paradife upon earth •, and all this 

becaufe
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becaufe they had arrack for eight-pence а gallon, 
and fugar at а penny а pound : the next minute all 
together by the ears again; about who fhould put 
the ingredients together-, for the weather being 
hot, arid the materials exceflively cheap, labour was 
now become а very confiderable thing.

We anchored here in five fathom water, the ground 
fo foft and oufy, that the anchor finks above а fa
thom i fo that it cannot foul : and therefore (hips 
always ride fingie. The town bore fouth by eaft, 
diftant а mile and an half -, and the ifland Onreft 
bore north-weft by north, diftant two leagues and 
an half. At this ifland the Dutch clean and careen 
all their fhips, and have two wind-mills on it to faw 
timber. They hale their fhips along-fide of а wharf, 
where there are two cranes to dilcharge them, and 
ftore-houfes to lay up the goods. The Duchefs 
fired thirteen guns to falute the Dutch flag; but it 
being night, he did not anfwer: yet the next morn- 
ing he i'ent his boat aboard, to beg my pardon for 
that omiflion, which he would then repair. Soon 
after, the Duke fired thirteen guns -, and the Dutch 
flag anfwered botb our fhips gun for gun. Between 
twelve and one, two Englifh gentlemen came aboard 
us, the one captain of an Englifh fhip, there being 
three and а floop in the road, all belonging to Ma
drats. All of us, who were commanders, went 
afhore, and landed at Bomb-Key, whence we pro- 
ceeded to the fhabander, who conduéted us to the 
caftle, before Abraham van Ribeck, general of In
dia, who received us very civilly; but was very in- 
quifitive, and fhewed vifibly an intention to find 
forne pretence for denying us what we afked, and 
had occafion for. To fatisfy him efteétually, and pre
vent all difputes, we not only fhewed him our com- 
njiflions, which, in faét, was all he had а right to 
demand but we likewife gratified him with an ex- 
traéh of our journal and proceedings, that he might 
be convinced that we had aéted fairly, and done no- 

thing
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thing but what was juftified by out commiffions. 
After all, we were forced to bear, not only with his 
haughty airs, and the natural (lownefs of Dutch coun- 
cils, but with many other difagreeable circumftances, 
that fhewed us plainly, we owed little, if any thing, 
to fr.endfhip or good-will.

Soon after our arrival at Batavia, we went about fit
ting the Marquis; but, being firft ordered upon the 
careen, the Ihab.inder having allowed us feveral Ma- 
layan caulkers, when we came down to the bends, 
we found them, as well as the ftern and ftern-poft, 
fo much worm-eaten and rotten, the fhip being 
very old, and having only а fingle bottom, that we 
ordered а furvey of carpenters to view her, who all 
agreed that there was no fitting her in that place for 
going about the Cape of Good Hope, her condition 
being extraordinary bad; which obliged us to hire а 
veffel to take out her lading. Then we applied our- 
felves to fitting of the osher fhips, but could not, at 
any rate, obtain leave of the government to repair to 
the ifle of Orneft; but were allowed to go to the 
low fmall ifland Horn, which is near the other, in- 
habited by а few Malay an filhermen; and on it was 
abundance of cocoa-nuts, plantain, papa, guava, and 
other fruit-trees. The government allowed us а 
fmall veflel of that fort they call champans, to ca
reen our fhips by. We then hove down the Duke 
and Duchefs, and found their fheathing alfo very 
much worm-eaten in forne places. When the fhips 
were fitted, we returned again to Batavia road, where 
we rigged the three, and fold the Marquis, after tak- 
ing out all the goods, and moft of the flores, to cap
tain Opie and captain Oldham. Then all the offi
cers and men were diftributed among the other fhips, 
except one Dutchman who ran away.

The weather was extremely hot during our ftay j 
many officers and men feil fick; and I was one of 
the number. The mafter of the Duke, the gunner 
of the Duchqfs, and feveral of our men died of the 

flux.
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fiux. John Read, а young man belonging to the 
Duchefs, venturing to f - im, had both his legs fnapped 
ofF by а fhark, which, at the fecond bite, before we 
could ger him on board, took off the bottørn of his 
belly; fo that he was dead before we could takc 
him up.

The city of Batavia lies on the north-weft fide of 
the famous ifland of Java, in the latitude of 50 50'. 
The eaft and weft winds blow all the year along the 
fhore, befides the ordinary land and fea-winds, which 
cxceedingly cóol the air, and make it pleafant; other- 
wife it would be intolerably hot. Their fummer be- 
gins in May, with continual breezes from the eaft, 
and а very clear Iky, till the latter end of Oktober, or 
beginning of November, when the winter begins 
with hard rains, which hold fometimes three cr tour 
days without intermiflion. In December the weft 
winds blow very viqlently; fo that there is little 
trade on the coaft of Java. In February the weather 
is changeable, withfudden thunder-ftorms. In March 
they begin to fow. June is their pleafanteft month. 
In September they gather in their fugar and rice. 
And, in O<ftober,they haveplenty of fruit and flowers, 
plants and herbs of moft forts. There is а large, 
fennv, plain country before the city; but this is ex- 
ceedingly well improved by the Dutch: and, to the 
eaft, it is very füll of wood and moraffes. The city 
is fquare, with а river running through it, and fortifi- 
cd by а ftrong wall, and twenty-two baftions.

About ten years paft, there was an earthquaké, 
which overturned part of the mountains in the coun
try, and altered the courfe of the river; fo that the 
canals in and about Batavia are not near fo comtno- 
dious as they have been, nor the entrance into the 
river fo deept and, for want of а ftrong current of 
water to keep it open, they are forced to employ а 
large engine to preferve the mouth of the river navi
gable, for finali veflèlsto come into the canals of the 
city. It lies in a bay, in which there are feventeen 

or 
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or eighteen ifiands, which fo break off the fea, that,' 
though the road is very large, yet it is fafe. The 
banks of the canals through the city are faced with 
ftone on both fides, as far as the boom, which is Ihut 
up every night at nine o’clock, and guarded by fol- 
diers. There are channels cut out of the main river 
for fmaller veflels; and every boom pays toli.

All the ftreets run in ftraight lines, moft of them 
being above thirty feet broad on each fide, clear of the 
chanels, and paved next the houfes with bricks. All 
the ftreets are very well built and inhabited, fifteen 
of which have chanels-, and they reckon fifty-fix 
bridges on them, moft of them of ftone. The country- 
feats and buddings round the city are generally heat 
and well-contrived, with handfome gardens for fruit 
and flowers, fountains, and ftatues. The vaft quan- 
tities of cocoa-nut-trees every where afford delightful, 
groves. They have fine ftruftures here-, particularly 
the crofs church, built of ftone, and the infide very 
neat. There are two or three churches for the Dutch, 
and two for the Portuguefe proteftants, who are а 
mixt fort of people. There is one church alfo for 
the proteftant Malayans. Thetown-houfe is built of 
brick, in а fquare, about the centre of the city, two 
flories high, and very finely built-, where all courts 
are held, and all matters relating to the civil govern- 
ment of the city are determined; and the fenators 
and direétors of the military afiairs meet. There is 
an inner court, inclofed with an high wall, and а 
double row of ftone pillars, where the officers of 
juftice live.

Here are hofpitals, fpin-houfes, and rafp-houfes, 
the fame as in Amfterdam, with all other public 
buildings, equal to moft cities in Europe. The 
Chinefe have alfo а large hofpital in this city for their 
aged and fick perfons; and manage their charity fo 
well, that you never fee а Chinefe that looks defpicable 
in the ftreet. The Dutch women have greater privi
leges in India4 thau in Holland, or any-where elfe;
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for, on flight occafions, they are divorced from their 
hulbands, and fhare the eflate betwixt them. Alaw- 
yer told me at Batavia, he has known, out of fifty- 
cight caufes all depending in the council-chamber, 
fifty-.two of them were divorces. Great numbers of 
the natives, who are criminals, are chained by pairs, 
and kept at hard labour, under а guard, perpetually 
clearing the chanels and moats round the city, or any 
other work for the public. Three leagues weft from 
the town is the ifland Onreft, where all the compa- 
ny’s fhips are refitted. There are magazines of naval 
ftores, defended by platforms of guns.

The caftle at Batavia is quadrangular, lies in а 
level, and has four baftions and curtains, faced with 
white ftone, and provided with watch-houfes. In 
this caflle, or rather citadel, the Dutch governor ge
neral, and moft of the members of the council of 
India, with the other officers of Batavia, have their 
refidence. The governor’s palace is of brick, large 
and well-built. In this palace is the council-cham
ber, the fecretary’s office, and chamber of accounts. 
The general’s hall is hung with bright armour, en- 
figns, flags, &c. taken by the Dutch here. The 
governor gives audience to drangers, who are intro- 
duced to him by the fhabander, who is commiffioner 
of the euftoms. The garrifon on duty is generally 
about 1000 ftrong; and all the outworks are faid to 
be furniffied with provifions, as well as can be; but 
the foldiers are kept much under, except the gover
nor’s guards, who have large privileges, and таке а 
fine appearance. The governor general lives in as 
great fplendor as а king: he has а train and guard, 
viz. а troop of horfe, and а Company of foot, with 
halbards, in liveries of yellow lattin, richly adorned 
with filver-lace and fringes, to attend his coach, 
when he goes abroad. The guards are as well equip- 
ped as thofe of moft princes in Europe. His lady has 
alfo her guards and train. He is chofen but for three 
years, out of the twenty-four counfellors, called rads 

of 
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of India, twelve of whom muft always refide in the 
city.

The Chinefe have the greateft trade here, farm 
moft of the excile and cufloms, live according to their 
own laws, and are allo wed their idolatrous worlhip. 
They have а chief, that manages their afrairs with the 
Company, who allows them great privileges, and par- 
ticularly а reprefentative in council, who has a vote, 
when any of the Chinefe are tried for life. But thefe 
privileges are allowed only to fuch Chinefe as inhabit 
here; for othcrs are not permitted to ftay above fix 
months in the town, or on the ifland Java. The 
other drangers, befides Europeans, are Malayans, 
with forne from moft parts of India.

The Javanefe, or antient natives, are numerous, 
and faid to be barbarous and proud, of а dark co- 
lour, wnh flat faces, thin, fliort, black hair, large 
eye brows and cheeks. The men are ftrong-limbed; 
but the women are fmall. The former have а wrap- 
per of calico three or four times round their bodies; 
and the latter from their arm-pits to their knees. 
The men have two or three wives, befide concu
bines and the Dutch fay, they are much addi&ed 
to lying and ftealing. Thofe on the coaft are gene
rally Mohammedans-, but the others Pagans. The 
women are not fo tawny as the men, and many of 
them handfome; but, in general, amorous, and un- 
faithful to their hulbands, being very apt to give 
poifon, which they do very cunningly. The town is 
very populous •, but not one-fixth of them Dutch. 
The Chinefe here go all bare-headed, with their hair 
rolled up, and long gowns, carrying fans in their 
hands. The Dutch fay, they are more induftrious 
and acute in trade, than themfelves.

The difcipline and order of the Dutch here, both 
in civil and military affairs, is truly admirable. They 
have all the neceflaries for building and careening 
Ihips, as well as in Europe; and their officers as re
gulär as in his-majefty’s yards; whereas we have no-

3 «hing
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thing like it in India. They keep the natives very 
much in awe, being perfedtly defpotic in their go- 
vernment; but they are more tender to the Chinefe, 
becaufe of the great trade they have by their means 5 
and that they pay great rents for their lhops, befides 
large taxes; and from fixteen to thirty per cent, for 
money, which they frequently borrow of the Dutch. 
I was told there are here about 80,000, who pay the 
Dutch а dollar а head each month, for liberty to 
wear their hair, which they are not allowed to wear at 
home, fince they were conquered by the Tartars. 
There come hither from China fourteen or fixteen 
large junks yearly, being flat-bottomed veffels, from 
3 to 500 tuns burden. The merchants come along 
with their goods, which are lodged in different parti- 
tions in the veffels, like warehoufes, for which they 
pay а certain price, and not for the weight or mea- 
fure of the cargo, as we do; fo they fill them with 
what they pleafe. They come in with an eafterly 
monfoon, and generally arrive in November or De
cember, and return the beginning of June-, fo that 
the Dutch have all Chinefe commodities brought to 
them, cheaper than they can fetch them: and, being 
conveniently fituated for the fpiee-trade, they have 
all in their own hands. Batavia wants no commodi
ties that India affords. They have feldom lefs than 
twenty fail of fhips at Java, from thirty to fifty and 
fixty guns each, with men enough for them on ali oc- 
cafions. Their foldiers are very well trained, and 
there is a Company always on duty at every gate of the 
city and citadel j and they have 7 or 8000 difciplin- 
ed Europeans in and about the city, who can be 
affembled and ready for aébion at а very fhort warn- 
ing. It is the metropolis of their Indian fettlements, 
and fends governors and officers to all the reft. The 
late general, before we came hither, had war with 
the Indians, which, I was informed, had like to have 
fpoiled their fettlements ; but, at laft, they divided. 
the natives amongft themfelves, brought them to а

Vol, III, peace
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peace ori advantageous conditions, and are now pret- 
ty fecure of the fea-coafts. There are many pleafant 
feats about the city, and the adjacent country abounds 
with rice, fugar-cane-fields, gardens, and orchards, 
miils for fugar, corn, and gunpowder; fo that this is 
one of the pleafanteft cities in the world. I do not 
think it fo large as Briftol; but it is more populous. 
They havefchools for Latin, Greek, &c. and а print- 
ing-houfe. They have lately begun to plant coffee 
here, which thrives very well ; fo that, in а little 
time, they may be able to load а (hip or two: but I 
am told, it is not fo good as that in Arabia.

On the I7th of Oótober we arrived at the water- 
place on the main, having failed from Batavia on the 
i4th. On the i9th, at two in the afternoon, we 
came to an anchor with our beft bower, in а bay 
about а league to the weftward of Java head, in fif- 
teen fathom water, oufy ground, about а mile from 
the fhore ; fent our pinnace for water, and then our 
fail-maker, wooders, &c. captain Pike, and Mr. 
Block, came in a boat from Batavia, the firft of them, 
after his fteward, who had concealed himfelf, un- 
known to moft of us, aboard the Batchelor. In the 
evening, captain Pike lent us his boat and men; we 
put into her feveral of our men, with arms and pro- 
vifions from each fhip j and fent her away to Pepper 
Bay, to buy fowls, and other frefh provifions, giving 
them for that purpofe knives, and other toys, which 
the natives there value above money.

In the evening we had much thunder, lightning, 
and rain, which put us in fear for the men fent to 
Pepper Bay; continued wooding and watering till the 
28th, and fent feveral men alhore to kill buffaloes, 
which being extremely wild, they could fhoot none, 
and durft not ftay afhore at night, by reafon of the 
many tygers: one of them was very near feizing а 
man of ours, who, to fave himfelf was obliged to 
take the water; at leaft twenty ihots were made at 
the tyger before he went off, and they faw feveral

• others
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others at the farne time. The Indian king, and his 
people, dealt friendly with us, trucking towls, and 
what elfe they had to fpare, for knives, and the like. 
They generally came aboard every day, and, we giv
ing them forne trifle at parting, they were kind to our 
men alhore. The wind being commonly at fouth-eaft, 
and а frelh gale, we were under forne apprehenfions 
for our men fent to buy fowls in Pepper Bay, having 
heard nothing of them fince their departure, and mif- 
trufting the boat might be overfet, or the men de- 
tained by the Javans. But, on the 25th in the 
evening, the boat returned, to our great fatisfaftion, 
with the men, bringing about twelve dozen of fowl, 
forne mangoes, &c. captain Pike’s fteward came on 
board the Duchefs, hoping we would conceal him ; 
but was immediately fent on board the Batchelor to 
his commander, who gladly received, and promifed 
to pardon him.

We made land the 15th of December, came in 
with the ihore the i8th, and had founding in 60 and 
70 fathom, the ground grey gret with fmall ftones 
and fhells; had а ftrong foutherly current, fouth lati
tude 34° 2', longitude 3340 34' weft from London» 
The fame day we had very hard flaws of wind off the 
high-land, till we came within fight of the lion’s head 
and rump, two hills over the Cape Town; ånd this 
day we arrived in the harbour of the cape, faluted the 
Dutch fort with nine guns, and were anfwered by 
feven. We anchored in fix fathom water, about а 
mile off*  Ihore, and found only one Englifh fhip, call- 
ed the Donegal, captain Cliff commander, home- 
ward-bound from Mocho, and two Middleburghers, 
outward-bound for Batavia, in the harbour, befide 
the guard-fhip, and two or three galliots. On the 
2 9th, we moored our fhip, and got down our yards 
and top-mafts, to guard againft the hard flaws of 
wind off the table-land, which frequently blow very 
frelh betwixt eaft fouth-eaft and fouth-eaft. We fent 
fixteen fick men afhore.

On
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On the ift of February, I offered fome propofals, 

in writing, to captains Dover and Courtney, with the 
reft of the committee; wherein I told them, it was 
my opinion, we fhould lofe too much time to ftay 
for the Dutch fleet, in order to have the benefit of 
her convoy to Holland; which would not only be out 
of our way, but very tedious and chargeable; and 
we having large quantities of decaying goods on 
board, the time we fhould lofe by waiting for the 
Dutch, might be advantageoufly employed in Brafil, 
where we could lie in very little danger of the ene- 
my, and vend them at great rates, and thence get to 
Briftol through the north channe), having the fum- 
mer before us, continuing in the latitude of 55е or 
56two or three hundred leagues before we got the 
length of the north of Ireland •, and by that means, 
might avoid the track of the enemy. I earneftly 
preffed, that, if they could not agree to this, one of 
our privateers might take this alone, and the other 
keep with the Batchelor and Dutch fleet. But the 
majority was againft any thing but going home with 
the Dutch fleet all together; fo that аЦ, I could do 
more, was to remind them of examining the goods 
aboard the Batchelor, and to take out of her fo much 
goods in fafe package, as would lie in the like room 
of European goods, on board the Duchefs; that, if 
any accident fhould happen to the Batchelor, we 
might have part of her value in another botton). I 
defired, if any amongftthem werenot of this opinion, 
they would give their reafons to the contrary in writ
ing •, but we could agree on nothing.

On April 5, at day-break, the flag hoifted а blue 
enfign, loofed the foretop-fail, and fired а gun, as а 
fignal to unmoor: as we were heaving in our cable, 
it rubbed againft the oakam, which had got into the 
leak, and occafioned the fhip to be as leaky again as 
ever, fhe having been indifferent tight for fome 
time, and we were in hopes it would have continued. 
About noon I came aboard very thin, and in no better 

health
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health than I was when I went firft afhore at our ar
rival here: prefently after I went aboard the flag, 
there being а fignal made for all the Englifh Com
manders. We had before received our orders, which 
were very particular, and to be punftually obferved. 
About four in the afternoon, the flag, vice, and rear- 
admirak, weighed with part of the fleet, and feil 
dowrvfo Robins or Penguin ifland, where they lay for 
the reft of the fhips. On the 16th, in the afternoon, we 
all weigh from Penguin ifland, being fixteen Dutch, 
and nine Englifh fhips, having а fine frefh breeze 
at fouth fouth-eaft. The Cape of Good Норе has 
been fo often defcribed, that I do not think it necef- 
fary to detain the reader with any account of it here *.

* See Kolbein’s account of the cape and its inhabitants, in vol. ii.
Q, 3 We

There happened nothing remarkable in our voyage 
till June 5, when the admiral made а fignal for all the 
Englilh commanders, and forne of the Dutch fkip
pers, to corqe on board •, where we found an excel
lent entertainment; and the good humour of the 
Dutch admiral foon made all the Company underftand 
each other without а linguift, though we had much 
ado to get dhe at firft meeting: we parted before the 
fun fet, and had а fine day. The 2 8th, being got 
into the latitude of 510 north, we had thick foggy 
weather ; fo that the flag fired two guns every half- 
hour, and each fhip anfwered with one. This conti- 
nued feveral days, which confumed а great deal of 
powder; but, by the noife of the guns, it was eafy 
to keep Company, though fometimes fo thick for 
feveral hours, that we could not fee three fhips 
lengths.

On July 14, we faw two fhips in the afternoon ; 
one of which we fpoke with, being а Dane, bound 
for Ireland; fhe informed us of the Dutch men of 
war that were cruifing for us off Shetland, (being ten 
fail) whom fhe faw four or five days ago, and reckon- 
ed herfelf now about forty leagues from the land.
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We had founding then in feventy fathom water, 
brown gravelly ground. I juft had time to fend the 
owners copies of my letters from the Cape of Good 
Hope i and to let them know, that we were now 
got fo far fafe toward the conclufion of а fatiguing 
voyage.

In the morning, we made Fair Ifland, and Foul 
Hand, lying off Shetland. Prefently after we faw 
the men of war-, but, having little wind, and they а 
good way diftant frbm each other, we could join but 
one of them by noon. The next day all the men of 
war joined us, except one or two, with the fifhing- 
doggers, which were cruifing off ro the north-eaft of 
Shetland. After mutual falutätions, both by the 
Énglilh and the Dutch fhips, one of the men of war 
was fent out to fee for the mifling fhips. The in- 
habitants of thofe iflands came aboard with what pro- 
vifions they had, being very poor people, who fubfift 
moftly by Afhing. On the i yth, I wrote а fingle letter 
to the owners in general, by aScots fi(hing-boat be- 
longing to Shetland, advifing them of our joining 
the men of war who were ordered with the fleet to the 
Texel, where we hoped to meet an Engliïh convoy. 
The Dutch India admiral, though but а company’s 
fhip, wears his flag -, gives fignals and orders to the 
Dutch men of war, which is not fuffered among the 
Englifh-, and, in the whole run from the cape, kept 
an exaft difcipline in the fleet, not fuffering any of 
the commanders to go out of the fhips to vifit each 
other at fea without а fignal, or leave.

On the 2$d, the weather being clofe, the commo
dore made а fignal about ten o’clock for feeing land -, 
prefently all the fleet anfwered him with their colours. 
The pilot-boats coming off aboard the fhips, we part- 
ed with the Rotterdam and Middleburgh fhips, moft 
pf the men of war going with them to fee them fafe 
in. The flag, and all the Englifh fhips, faluted the 
commodore, and afterward we faluted the flag, to 
welcome him in fight of Holland; and, as foon as
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they were got over the bar, the Dutchmen fired at 
their fafe arrival in their own country, which they 
very affeftionately called Fatherland.

About eight at night we all came fafe to anchor in 
fix fathom water, about two miles off fhore. On the 
24th, in the morning, the Dutch flag weighed, in or
der to go up to the unlivering place : as he paffed by 
us, we gave him three huzzas, and nine guns. In 
the afternoon I went up to Amfterdam, where we had 
letters from our owners, to direft us how to aft, and 
proceed from hence.

On the 2 8th, the Englifh Eaft India fhips had or
ders to be in readinefs for failing with the firft Dutch 
convoy for London. We got fome provifions aboard 
from Amfterdam on the 3Oth. When I came aboard, 
on the ift of Auguft, by confent of our council, we 
difcharged what men we fhipped at Batavia and the 
Cape, and afterward went away from Amfterdam. 
On the 4th, the Duchefs and Batche lor went up the 
road called the Vlifter, being a better road than the 
Texel. In the evening, we had news of fome of our 
owners being at the Hildar: Mr. Pope went to wait 
upon them, and, in the morning, came aboard with 
them : after а fhort ftay, they went for the Duchefs 
and Batchelor, defigning thence for Amfterdam. We 
welcomed them with fifteen guns at their coming and 
going. The Englifh Eaft India lhips, and others, 
bound for England, weighed with the Dutch convoy 
the fame day, having а fine gale at north-eaft.

On the 6th, we weighed from the Texel, and 
went up to our conforts, it being by а particular or
der from the owners, for our better fecurity, being 
obliged to wait here, fearing the India Company 
would be troublefome, although we had dealt for no- 
thing but neceflaries in India. In order to obviate 
this, and convince theworld, as well as the Eaft India 
Company, of our honefty and good conduft jn this 
refpeft, the officers firft drew up an affidavit, fetting 
forth there never was any commerce carried on in the

Indies,
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Indies, or any tranfaftions of buying and felling, but 
for provifions, and other things, for the fhips ; and, 
that no fufpicion might remain, an abftraét of our 
journal was drawn up, and the beft part of the fhip’s 
Company voluntarily iwore to it. On the i9th in the 
afternoon, we had news of our convoy lying without 
the Texel; which was very acceptable to the crews of 
each fhip, who were in the utmoft uneafinefs at our 
long ftay, being juft at home; fo that we had much 
ado to keep the Companies aboard, till now we got 
every thing in readinefs, in order for falling down to 
them.

On the 2oth, aboutfi ve in the afternoon, we got 
down to the Texel, where we found our convoy at 
anchor, being the Eflex, Canterbury, Medway, and 
Dulwich men of war. On the 22d in the morning, 
the wind being at north-eaft, we weighed from the 
Texel, and byten of the clock got clear of the chan- 
nel. In the afternoon, the commodore took the 
Batchelor in tow; and next morning, the wind being 
againft us, we bore away again for the harbour; as 
did likewife four Dutch men of war, that came out 
with us, bound for London: after feeing us fafe in, 
he ftood ofr to the northward, with the Canterbury 
and Medway, but came in the next morning. On 
the 24th, our officers met, where, confulting, that 
our three fhips wanted neceflaries to keep the fea, in 
cafe we fhould meet with bad weather, we requefted 
captain Roffey our commodore, that he would pleafe 
to ftay, fhould the wind be fair, till fuch time as we 
could be provided with the faid neceflaries from Am- 
fterdam which was granted. On the 3oth, at break 
of day, we weighed, as did likewife four Dutch men 
of war.

On the ift of Oótober, about eleven o’clock, we 
came to an anqhor in the Downs, where feveral of our 
owners came on board, and, after they had vifited 
cvery fhip, went on fhore with fome prifoners, to exa
mine them about our capture, &c. At three this 

• morning,
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morning, the Effex made а fignal to unmoor •, and 
betwixt nine and ten weighed, he being ordered up 
to the Buoy in the Nore, and we to make the beft of 
our way to the Hope. Oélober 14, at eleven o’clock, 
we and our confort got up to Eriff, where we came to 
an anchor, which ends our long and fatiguing voyage.

IT was owing to this expedition of Woodes Rogers, 
that the fpirit of privateering in the South Seas was 
not totally loft in England, where abundance of art 
had been ufed to propagate an opinion, that it was 
ßmply impoffible for any privateer fquadron to aét 
with fuccefs, at leaft for their owners: and that, if 
any thing was taken, it mult be in a bucanneering 
way, that is, for the fole advantage of the crew. 
But, in all thefe refpeéts, this voyage has undeceived 
us, and plainly lhewn, that, under proper command, 
our people are able to do as great things now, as ever 
they did in the days of Elizabeth; and, indeed, it is 
offering the greateft indignity to our feamen to think 
otherwife. Amongft the reft of the bug-bears in- 
vented to terrify our people from going into thofe 
feas, one was, the dreadful treatment they met with 
from the Spaniards, when, by any accident, they 
feil into their hands. As to this, captain Rogers has 
fet the matter in its true light. He deplores the lofs 
of Mr. Hatley in the moft affeóting terms •, probably 
from an opinion, that he might be ftarved at fea, or 
forced to live afhore on forne of the barren Galla- 
pagosiflands: but he very fairly teils us, that, after 
that gentleman feil into the hands of the Spaniards, 
he was very kindly treated, and fent up to Lima as а 
prifoner of war, which was what he had reafon to ex- 
peft. It is indeed true, that, when he and his boat’s 
Company landed at Cape Paflao, and furrendered 
themfelves, they were very barbaroufly ufed, having 
their hands tied behind them, hung up by their necks, 
and almoft half-flayed with whips: but then, by whom 
was this done ? by а mixed people, the off-fpring of 

negroes 



234 THE VOYAGE OF
negroes and Indians, who bore an implacable hatred 
to every man of а white complexion, out of meer aver- 
fion to the Spaniard's. In this diftrels they had pro- 
bably ended their days, but for а prieft, who inter- 
pofed, and' preferved them.

The next remarkable thing in this voyage, is the 
prudence Ihewn in the ceconomy of it, which ought 
to recommend it as а precedent on all fuch occafions 
for the future. This excellent management ap- 
peared particularly in the method taken of holding 
councils before any tranfaétions of importance, to 
confider the proper means for effeéting it:. and then, 
wh-n the thing was freih in every body’s head and 
memory, to bring the conduci of the affair under ex
amination, fo as to procure another refolution of the 
committee, either approving or difapproving it. By 
this meafure all fafts were fo effeétually fettled, that 
they would ad mit of no difputes after they came 
home and it is very plain, that the debates which 
happened aboard, were hindered from growing to а 
dangerous height by this very method: for, as no- 
thing could be abfolutely deterrpined while they were 
aboard, every body was anxious and afliduous in 
fettling properly the papers, upon the teftimony of 
which, the fenfe of their owners, in regard to their 
conduéf, was to be determined.

А third circumftance that deferves regard, is the 
weaknefs of the Spaniards; for it appears plainly, 
that they were not, at this time, in а much better 
condition than when Drake and Candifh ravaged their 
colonies: and of this captain Rogers was fo fenfible, 
that, in the preface to his book, he lays it down as а 
thing extrerfiely pradicable, not only to plunder the 
Spanifh léttlements on the coaft, but even to fix gar- 
rifons there, which, he thinks, it would not be in the 
power of the Spaniards to excel, before they received 
а relief from Britain. It is not eafy to fay whether at 
this time, fuch а fcheme as he recommends would be 
practicable; but .this may fafely be faid, that nothing 
that has fince happened has fhewn fuch а defign to be 

impofilble.
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impoflible, At the time captain Rogers wrote, he 
had before his eyes the example of the French carry- 
ing on, partly with, and partly without, the confent 
pf the Spaniards, fuch а commerce in that part of the 
world, as enabled them to make head againft the reft 
of all Europe: which is а circumftance that deferves 
to be very well confidered. Since, if the wealth of 
Spain, in the hands of France, may prove the ruin of 
all her neighbours, it feems to be а natural inference, 
that it is not only lawful, but abfolutely incumbent 
upon.us, to profecute the only methud that can poffi- 
bly prevent it.

Before this fubject is difmilTed, we cannot but re
mark the great Utility of voyages to the South Seas, 
but as thefe can never be undertaken but when we are 
at war'with the Spaniards, fo that opportunity ought 
never to be let flip: fince, otherwife, we are in dan
ger of lofing all knowledge of that navigation, to 
which we have а right in common with the reft of 
mankind and which, forne time or other, may turn 
to the infinite advantage of the Britifh nation. All 
(he adventurers who have vifited thofe feas from the 
äays of queen Elizabeth to this time, have intimat- 
ed the mighty advantages that might be expeéted 
from our endeavouring to fix in forne part, rather 
than be cóntinual Wanderers in the South Seas. The 
grand objeólion has been, that it is very difficult to 
furnifh provifions for fo long an expedition, or to keep 
our fhips fuffjciently manned, fo as to be in а condi- 
tion of fettling when they come hither. But, per
haps, we ought to enquire, whether thefe difficulties 
really fpring from the defign itfelf, or from our me- 
thod of managing it.

The accurate voyage which immediately follows, 
contains fo many valuable faéts, obfervations, and juft 
reafoning, of later date, relating to the South Seas; 
that we may fpare any farther remarks than what the 
judicious compiler of that voyage offers, refpeéting the 
proper meafures to be taken to turn our knowlege of 
that remote navigation to а national advantage.
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• He was created lord Anfon in 1747, firft lord of the admiralty 
in 1751, and in 176t, commanded the fquadron that brought over 
the queen, which was the laft fervice his lordfhip ’performed. He 
died June the fixth, 1762.

• tacking

ABS TRACT
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А VOYAGE round the WORLD,
By G E O R G E А N S O N, Efq-, 

Afterward LORD ANSON*,

Commander in Chief of а Squadron of his Majefly’s Ships.

As compiled from his Papers, by the Reverend 
Mr. Walter, Chaplain of the Centurion.

THE fquadron under the command of Mr. An- 
fon having undergone many changes in its 

deftination, its force and its equipment, during the 
ten months between its original appointment and 
its final failing from St. Helens; the hiftory of thefe 
alterations is а detail neceflary to be made public, 
both for the honour of thofe who firft planned and 
promoted this enterprize, and for the juftification of 
thofe who were entrufted with its execution.

When in the latter end of the fummer of the year 
1739, it was forefeen that а war with Spain was inevi- 
table, it was the opinion of fome confiderable perfons 
then trufted with the adminiftration of affairs, that 
the moft prudent ftep the nation could take, was at-
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tacking that crown in her diftant fettlements; as by 
this means it was fuppofed that we fhould cut off the 
principal refources of the enemy, and fhould reduce 
them to the neceflity of fincerely defiring а peace.

In purfuance of thefe fentiments, George Anfon, 
Efq-, then captain of the Centurion, being at that 
time abfent on а cruife, а veffel was difpatched to his 
ftation fo early as the beginning of September, and he 
received orders to return with his fhip to Portf« 
mouth, and to attend the board of admiralty. When 
he arrived, he was informed by Sir Charles Wager 
that two fquadrons would be immediately fitted out 
for two fecret expeditions, which however would 
have forne connexion with each other: that he, Mr. 
Anfon, was intended to command one of them, and 
Mr. Cornwall the other: that the fquadron under 
Mr. Anfon was to take on board three independent 
Companies of а hundred men each, and Bland’s regi
ment of foot: and that, as foon as this fquadron could 
be fitted for the fea, they were to fet fail, with exprefs 
orders to touch at no place till they carne to Java 
Head in the Eaft Indies : that there they were only 
to ftop to take in water, and thence to proceed di- 
reétly to the city of Manilla, fituated on Luconia, 
one of the Philippine iflands: that the other fquadron 
was to be of equal force with this commanded by Mr. 
Anfon, and was intended to pafs round Cape Horn 
into the South Seas, to range along that coaft ; and 
after cruifing upon the enemy in thofe parts, and at- 
tempting their fettlements, this fquadron in its return 
was to rendezvous at Manilla, there to join the fqua
dron under Mr. Anfon, where they were to refrelh 
their men, refit their fhips, and perhaps receive 
orders for other confiderable enterprizes.

This fcheme was doubtlefs extremely well pro- 
jeéted, and could not but greatly advance the public 
fervice, and the reputation and fortune of thofe con- 
cerned in its execution: for had Mr. Anfon proceeded 
for Manilla at the time and in the manner propofed by
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Sir Charles Wager, he would, in all probability, have 
arrived there before they had received any advice of 
the war between us and Spain, and confequently be
fore they had been in the leaft prepared for the recep
tion of an enemy. The city of Manilla might be 
well fuppofed to have been at that time in the farne 
defencelefs condition with all the other Spanifh fettle- 
ments, juft at the breaking out of the war: that is to 
fay, their fortifications neglefted, and in many places 
decayed; their cannon difmounted, or rendered ufe- 
lefs by the mouldering of their carriages; their 
magazines, whether of military flores or provifions, 
all empty; their garrifons unpaid, and confequently 
thin, ill-affefted, and difpirited; and the royal chefts 
in Peru, whence alone all thefe diforders could receive 
their redrefs, drained to the very bottom. The con- 
fequence of this city, and the illand it ftands on, may 
be in forne meafure eflimated, from the known 
healthinefs af its air, the excellency of its port and 
bay, the number and wealth of its inhabitants, and 
the very extenflve and beneficial commerce which it 
carries on to the principal ports in the Eaft Indies and 
China, and its exclufive trade to Acapulco; the 
returns for which, being made in filver, are, upon 
the loweft valuation, not lefs than three millions of 
dollars per annum.

On this fcheme Sir Charles Wager was fo intent, 
that in а few days after this firft conference, that is, on 
November 18, Mr. Anfon received an order to take un
der his command the Argyle, Severn, Pearl, Wager, 
and 1 ryal floop; and other orders were iflued to him 
relating to the viétualling of this fquadron. But Mr. 
Anfon, attending the admiralty the beginning of Ja- 
nuary, was informed by Sir Charles Wager, that, for 
reafons with which he (Sir Charles) was not acquaint- 
ed, the expedition to Manilla was laid afide. It may 
be conceived, that Mr. Anfon was extremely chagrinea 
at the lofing the command of fo infallible, fo honour- 
able, and, in every refpeét, fo defirable an enterprize;

3 * efpecially
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efpecially too, as he had already, at а very great 
expence made the neceflary provifion for his own 
accommodation in this voyage, which he had reafon 
to expeét would prove а very long one. However, 
Sir Charles, to render this difappointment in fome de- 
gree more tolerable, informed him, that the expedi
tion to the South Seas was ftill intended, and that he 
(Mr. Anfon) and his fquadron, as their firft detona
tion was now countermanded, Ihould be employed in 
that fervice. And, on the ioth of January, he 
received his commiffion, appointing him commander 
in chief of the forementioned fquadron, which (the 
Argyle being in the courfe of their preparation chang- 
ed for the Gloucefter) was the farne he failed with 
above eight months after from St. Helens. On this 
change of detonation, the eqoipment of the fquadron 
was toll profecuted with as much vigour as ever; and 
the viétualling, and whatever depended on the com
modore, was foon fo far advanced, that he conceived 
the Ihips might be capable of putting to fea the in
flant he fhould receive his final orders, of which he 
was in daily expeétation. At laft, on the 28th of 
June <740, the duke ofNewcaftle, principal fecre- 
tary of State, delivered to him his majefty’s inftruc- 
tions, dated January 31, 1739, with an additional in- 
ftruétionfrom theLords juftices, datedjune 19, 1740. 
On the receipt of thele, Mr. Anfon immediately 
repaired to Spithead, with а refolution to fail with the 
firft fair wind, flattering himfelf that all his difficul- 
ties were now at an end. For, though he knew by 
the mufters, that his fquadron wanted three hundred 
feamen of their complement (а deficiency which, with 
all his afllduity, he had not been able to get fupplied) 
yet, as Sir Charles Wager informed him, that an order 
from the board of admiralty was dilpatched to Sir 
John Norris, to fpare him the numbers which he 
wanted, he doubted not of its being complied with. 
But, on his arrival at Portfmouth, he found himfelf 

greatly
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greatly miftaken and difappointed in this perfuafion: 
for, on his application, Sir John Norris told him, he 
could fpare him none, for he wanted men for his 
own fleet. This occafioned an inevitable and а very 
confiderable delay; for it was the end bf July before 
this deficiency was by any means fupplied, and all 
that was then done was extremely fhort of his necef- 
fities and expeftation. For admiral Balchen, who 
fucceeded to the command at Spithead, after Sir 
John Norris had failed to the weftward, inftead of 
three hundred failors,, which Mr. Anfon wanted of his 
complement, ordered on board the fquadron а hun
dred and feventy men only, of which thirty-two 
were from the hofpital and fick quarter.

But the commodore’s mortification did not end 
here. It has been already obferved, that it was at firft 
intended that colonel Bland’s regiment, and three 
independent Companies, of а hundred men each, 
fhould embark as land-forces on board the fquadron. 
But this difpofition was now changed; and all the 
land-forces that were to be allowed, were five hun
dred invalids, to be collefted from the out-penfion- 
ers of Chelfea college. Mr. Anfon was greatly 
chagrined at having fuch а decrepid detachment 
alloted him; for he was fully perfuaded that the 
greateft part of them would perifh long before thejf 
arrived at the fcene of aftion, fince the delays he had 
already encountered, neceflarily confined his paflage 
round Cape Horn to the moft rigorous feafon of the 
year. Inftead of having five hundred, however, 
there came on board no more than two hundred and 
fifty-nine: for all thofe who had limbs and ftrength 
to walk out of Portfmouth, deferted; leaving behind 
them fuch only as were literally invalids. Indeed, it 
is difficult to conceive а more moving fcene, than the 
embarkation of thefe unhappy veterans, thus hurried 
from their repofe into а fatiguing employ, to which 
neither the ftreBgth of their bodies, nor the vigour
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of1 their minds, were any way proportioned; and 
this too, after they had fpent the aótivity and ftrength 
of their youth in their country’s fervice.

And here it is necefiary to mention another mate
rial particular in the equipment of this fquadron. It 
was propofed to Mr. Anfon, after it was refolved 
that he fhould be fent to the South Seas, to take 
with him two perfons, under the denomination of 
agent viótuallers. Thofe who were mentioned for 
his employment had formerly been in the Spanifti 
Welt Indies, in the South Sea company’s fervice * 
and it was fuppofed, that, by their knowledge and 
intelligence on that coaft, they might often procure 
provifions for him by compaót with the inhabitants, 
when it was not to be got by force of arms. Thefe 
agent viótuallers, were for this purpofe, to be allowed 
to carry to the value of 15,000 k in merchandize on 
board the fquadron: for they had reprefented, that it 
would be much eafier for them to procure provifions 
with goods, than with the value of the farne goods in 
money. Whatever colours were given to this fcheme, 
it was difficult to perfuade the generality of mankind, 
that it was not principally intended for the enrich- 
ment of the agents, by the beneficial commerce they 
propofed to carry on upon that coaft. Mr. Anfon 
from the beginning objeóled both to the appoint- 
ment of agent viótuallers, and the allowing them to 
carry а cargo on board the fquadron; for he con- 
ceived, that in thofe few amicable ports where the 
fquadron might touch, he needed not their afliftance 
to contraól for any provifions the place afforded and 
on the enemy’s coaft, he did not imagine that they 
could ever procure him the neceflaries he lhould 
want, unlefs, which he was refolved not to comply 
with, the military operations of his fquadron were to 
be regulated by the ridiculous views of their trading 
projeóts. All that he thought the government ought 
to have done on this occafion, was to put on board 
to the value of 2 or 30001. only of fuch goods, as

Vol. III. R the 
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the Indians, or the Spanifh planters in the lefs ctiltr- 
vated part of the coaft, might be tempted with: 
fince it was in fach places only, that he imagined it 
would be worth while to truck with the enemy for 
provifions; and, in thefe places, it was fafficiently 
evident а very fmall cargo would fuffice.

This cargo was atfirft fhipped on board the Wager 
ftore-lhip, and one of the viétuallers; no part of it 
being admitted on board the men of war. But, 
when the commodore was at St. Catharine’s, he con- 
fidered, that, in cafe the fquadron fhould be feparat- 
ed, it might be pretended that forne of the fhips were 
difappointed of provifions, for want of а cargo to 
truck with; and therefore he diftributed forne of the 
leatt bulky commodities on board the men of war. 
He left the remainder principally on board the Wager, 
where it was loft; and more of the goods perifhing 
by various accidents to be recited hereafter, no pare 
of them being difpofed of upon the coaft-, the few 
that came home to England did not produce, when 
fold, the fourth part of the original price. So true 
was the commodore’s judgment of the event of this 
projeft, which had been by many confidered as in- 
fallibly produébve of immenfe gains. But to return 
to the tranfaéfions at Portfmouth.

To fupply the place of the invalids which deferted, 
as is rrentioned aboye there were ordered on board, 
two hundred and ten marines detached from different 
regiments. Thefe were raw and undifeiplined men; 
for they being juft raifed, had fcarcely any thing 
more of the foldier than their regimentals; none of 
them having been fo far trained as to be permitted 
to fire. The laft detachment of thefe marines came 
on board the 8th of Auguft, and on the loth the 
fquadron failed from Spithead to St. Helen’s, there to 
wait fór а fair wind to proceed on the expedition

But the delays already fuffered had not yet fpent 
all their influence; for we were now advanced into а 
feafon of the year, when the wefterly winds are ufa- 
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ally very conflant, and very violent; and it was 
thought proper that we fhotild put to fea in Company 
with the fleet coinmanded by admiral Balchen, and 
the expedition under lord Cathcart. As we made up 
in all twenty-one men of war, and а hundred and 
twenty four fail of merchantmen and tranfports, we 
had no hopes of getting out of the channel with fo 
large а number of fhips, without the continuance of 
а fair wind for forne confiderable time. This was 
what we had every day lefs and lefs reafon to expeét, 
as the time of the equinox drew near; fo that our 
golden dreams, and our ideal pofieflion of the Peru
vinn treafures, grew each day more faint: and the 
difficulties and dangers of the paflage round Cape 
Horn, in the winter feafon, filled our. imaginations 
in their room. It was forty days, from our arrival 
at St. Helen’s, to our final departure from thence; 
and even then, haying orders to proceed without lord 
Cathcart, we tided it down the channel with а con- 
trary wind. But this interval of forty days was not 
free from the difpleafing fatigue of often fetting fail, 
and being as often obliged to return; nor exempt 
from dangers, greater than have been fometimes 
undergone in furrounding the globe. On the 6th of 
September, being returned to an anchor at St. He
len’s, after one of thefe fruitlefs effbrts, the wind blew 
fo frefli, that the whole fleet ftruck their yards and 
topmafts, to prevent driving: yet, notwithftanding 
this precaution, the Centurion drove thenext evening, 
and brought both cables a-head, and we were in no 
fmall danger of running foul of the Prince Frederick, 
а feventy-gun fliip, moored at а fmall dillance under 
our ftern; though we happily efcaped, by her driv
ing at the farne time, and fo preferving her diftance: 
but we did not think ourfelves fecure, till we at laft 
let go the flieet-anchor, which fortunately brought 
us up. Our hopes of а fpeedy departure were even 
now fomewhat damped by а fubfequent order, which 
Mr. Anfon received on the iath of September, and
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by which he was required to take under his convoy 
the St. Alban’s, with the Turky fleet, and to join 
the Dragon and the Winchefter, with the Straits and 
the American trade, at Torbay or Plymouth; and to 
proceed with them to fea as far as their way and ours 
lay together. This incumbrance of а convoy gave 
us forne uneafinefs, as we feared it might prøve the 
means of lengthening our voyage to the Maderas. 
However, Mr. А nfon, now having the command him- 
felf, immediately fent direktions to Torbay, that the 
fleets he was there to take under his care, might be 
in а readinefs to join him inftantly on his approach'. 
And at laft, on the 18th of September, he weighed 
from St. Helen’s; and, though the wind was atfirft 
contrary, had the good fortune to get clear of the 
channel in four days.

Having thus gone through the refpeklive fteps 
taken in the equipment of this fquadron, it is fuffici- 
ently obvious how different an afpekt this expedition 
bore at its firft appointment in the beginning of Janu- 
ary, from what it had in the latter end of September, 
when it left the channel; and how much its numbers, 
its ftrength, and the probability of its fuccefs were 
diminifhed, by the various incidents which took place 
in that interval: for, inftead of all our old and ordi- 
nary feamen exchanged for fuch as were у oung and 
able, (which the commodore was at firft promifed) and 

‘ having our numbers completed to their füll comple
ment; we were obliged to retain our firft crews, 
which were very indifferent; and а deficiency of 
three hundred men in our numbers was no otherwife 
made upv than by fending on board а hundred and 
feventy men, the greateft part compofed of fuch as 
were difcharged from hofpitals, or new-raifed marines, 
who had never been at fea before : and, in the land
forces allotted us, the change was ftill more difad- 
vantageous. But the diminilhing the ftrength of the 
fquadron was not the greateft inconveniency which 
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attended thefe alterations; for the contefts, reprefen- 
tations, and difficulties, they continually produced, 
in which the authority of the admiralty was not al- 
ways fubmitted to, occafionr d а delay and wafte of 
time, that, in its confequences, was the fource of 
all the difafters to which this enterprize was afterwards 
expofed.

On the i8th of September 1740, the fqtiadron, 
as we have obferved, wcighed from St. Helen’s with а 
contrary wind; the commodore propofing to tide ir 
down the channel, as he dreaded lei's the inconveni- 
encies he fhould thereby have to druggie with, than 
the rifk he fhould run of ruining the enterprize by an 
uncertain, and, in all probability, atedious attendance 
for а fair wind.

The fquadron alloted to this fervice, confifled of 
five men of war, а doop of war, and twó viétual- 
ling fhips. They were the Centurion of fixty guns, 
four hundred men, George Anfon, Efq-, commander; 
the Glouceder of fifty guns, three hundred men, 
Richard Norris commander; the Severn of fifty guns, 
three hundred men, the honourable Edward Legg 
commander; the Peari of forty guns, two hundred 
and fifty men, Matthew Mitchel commander; the 
Wager of twenty-eight guns, one hundred and fixty 
men, Dandy Kidd commander; and theTryal doop 
of eight guns, one hundred men, the honourable 
John Murray commander: the two viótuallers were 
pinks, the largeft of about four hundred, and the 
other of about two hundred tons burdens. Thefe 
were to attend us till the provifions we had taken on 
board were fo far confumed, as to make room for 
the additional quantity they carried with them, which, 
when we had taken into our fhips, they were to be 
difcharged. The invalids and marines, under the de
nomination of land-forces, were commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Cracherode. With this fquadron, 
together with the St. Alban’s and the Lark, and the 
trade under their convoy, Mr. Anfon tided it down 
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the channel for the firft forty-eight hours; and, ои 
the zoth, in the morning, wedifcovered off the Ram- 
Head, the Dragon, Winchefter, South Sea Caftle, and 
Rye, with а number of merchantmen under their con- 
voy: thefe we joined about noon the farne day, our 
commodore having orders to fee them, together with 
the St. Alban’s and Lark, as far into the lea as their 
courfe and ours lay together. ■ When we came in 
fight of this laft mentioned fleet, Mr. Anfon firft 
hoifted his broad pendant, and was faluted by all the 
men of war in Company.

When we had joined this laft convoy, we made up 
eleven men of war, and about one hundred and fifty 
fail of merchantmen, confifting of the Turky, the 
Straits, and the American trade. Mr. Anfon the 
farne day made а fignal for all the captains of the 
men of war to come on board him, where he deliver
ed them their fighting and fading inftruétions, and 
then, with а fair wind, we all ftood toward the 
fouth-weft; and the next day at noon, being the 21 ft, 
we had run forty leagues from the Ram-Head. Be
ing now clear of the land, our commodore, to render 
our view more exttnfive, ordered captain Mitchel, in 
the Pearl, to make fail two leagues а head of the 
fleet every morning, and to repair to his ftation every 
evening. Thus we proceeded till the 2 5th, when 
the Winchefter and American convoy made the con- 
cerred fignal for leave to feparate, which being an- 
fwered by the commodore, they left us: as the St. 
Alban’s and the Dragen, with the Turky and Straits 
convoy, uid on the 2pth. After which feparation, 
there remained in Company only ouc own fquadron 
and our own viétuallers, with which we kept on 
our courfe for the ifland of Madera. But the winds 
were focontrary, that we had the moriification to be 
fort у oays in our t aflage thi the r from St. Hclen’s, 
though it is known to be ofte n done in ten or twelve. 
Thjs delay was а moft unpleafing circumftance; 
fince as we had departed from England much later 
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than we ought to have done, we had placed almoft all 
our hopes of fuccefs in the chance of retrieving, in 
fome meafure at fea, the time we had fq ünhappily 
wafted at Spithead and St. Helen’s. However, at 
laft, on Monday, Oétober the 251h, at five in the 
morning we, to our great joy, made the land, and 
in the afternoon came to an anchor in Madera- 
Road, in forty fathom water -, the Brazen-Head hear
ing from us eaft by fouth, the'Loo north north weit, 
and the great church north north eaft. 1 he next 
day, the conful of the ifland vifiting the commo
dore, we faluud him with nine guns on his coming 
on board.

This ifland of Madera, where we were now arriv- 
ed, is famous through all our American fettlements, 
for its excellent wines, which feem to be defigned by 
providence for the refrefhment of the inhabitants of 
the Torrid Zone, lt is fituated in а flne climate, in 
the latitude of 32° : 27' north-, and in the longitude 
from London (by our different reckonings) of 180 4 
to 19е 4 weft, though laid down in the charts in 
170. It is compofed of one continued hili, of а con- 
fiderable height, extending itfelf from eaft to weft: 
the declivity of which, on the fouth-fide, is cultivated 
and interfperfed with vineyards : and, in the midft of 
this Поре, the merchants have fixed their country- 
feats, which help to form а very agreeable profpeft. 
There is but one tonfiderable town in the whole 
ifland; it is named Fonchiale, and is feated on the 
fouth part of the ifland, at the bottom of а large 
bay. Toward the fea, it is defended by а high 
wall, with а battery of cannon, befide а caftle on 
the Loo, which is а rock ftanding in the water at 
а fmall diftance from the fhore. Fonchiale is the only 
place of trade, and indeed the only place where it is 
poflible fór а boat to land; and, even here, the 
beach is covered with large ftones, and а violent 
furf continually beats upon it: fo that the commo
dore did not care to venture the fhips long-boats
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to fetch the water off, there was fo much danger 
of their being loft. He therefore ordered the cap
tains of the fquadron to employ Portuguefe boats 
on that fervice.

We continued about а week at this ifland, wa
tering our fhips, and providing the fquadron with 
wine and other refrefhments. Неге, on the 3d of 
November, captain Richard Norris fignified, by а let
ter to the commodore, his defire to quit his com- 
mand on board the Gloucefter, in order to return tq 
England for the recovery of his health. This requeft 
the commodore complied with ; and thereupon was 
pleafed to appoint captain Matthew Mitchel to 
command the Gloucefter in his room, and to re
move captain Kidd from the Wager to the Pearl, 
and captain Murray from the Tryal floop to the 
Wager, giving the command of the Tryal to lieu- 
tenant Cheap. Thefe promotions being fettled, with 
other changes in the li^utenancies, the commodore, 
on the following day, gave to the captains their 
orders, appointing St. Jago, one of the Cape de 
Verd Iflands, to be the firft place of rendezvous, 
in cafe of feparation •, and direóting them, if they 
did not meet the Centurion there, to make the beft 
of their way to the ifland of St. Catharine’s, on 
the coaft of Brazil. The water for the fquadron 
being the farne day completed, and each fhip fupplied 
with as much wine and other refrefhments as they 
could take in, we weighed anchor in the afternoon, 
gnd took our leave of the ifland of Madera. But, 
before we depart, it may be neceflary to give forne 
account of the proceedjngs of the enemy, and of 
the meafures they had taken to render all our de- 
figns abortive.

When Mr. Anfon vifited the governor of Madera, 
he received information from him, that for three or 
four days, in the latter end of Orftober, there had 
appeared to the weftward of that ifland feven or eight 

s of the line, and а patache, which laft was fent
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every day clofe in to make the land. The governor 
aflured the commodore, upon his honour, that none 
upon the ifland had either given them intelligence, or 
had in any fort communicated with them; but that 
he believed them to be either French or Spanilh, but 
was rather incli '.ed to think them Spanilh. On this 
intelligence, Mr. Anfon fent an officer in а clean 
floop, eight leagues to the weftward, to reconnoitre 
them -, and, if poffible, to difcover what they were : 
but the officer returned, without being able to get а 
fight of them ■, fo that we ftill remained in uncer- 
tainty. However, we could not but conjecture, that 
this fleet was intended to put а ftop to our expedi
tion ; which, had they cruized to the eaftward of the 
ifland, inftead of the weftward, they could not but 
have executed with great facility. For, as in that 
Cafe they muft have certainly fallen in with us, we 
fhould have been obliged to throw over-board vaft 
quantjties of provifions, to clear our fliips for an en
gagement ; and this alone, without any regard to the 
event of the action, would have effeétually prevented 
our progrefs, This was fo obvious а meafure, that 
we could not help imagining reafons which might 
have prevented them from purfuing it. We after- 
ward in the courfe of our expedition, were per- 
fuaded that this was the Spanilh iquadron, com- 
manded by Don Jofeph Pizarro, which was fent out 
purpofely to traverfe the views and enterprizes of our 
iquadron, to which, in ftrength, they were greatly 
fuperior. As this Spanilh arjnament then was fo 
nearly conneéted with our expedition, and as the ca- 
taftrophe it underwent, though not effeéled by our 
force, was yet а confiderable advantage to this nation, 
and produced in confequence of our equipment; we 
jvill give а fummary account of their proceedings, 
from their firft fetting out from Spain in the year 
1740, till the Afia, the only Ihip of the whole fqua- 
dron which returned to Europe, arrived at the Groyne 
■it) the beginning of the year 1746.

This
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This fquadron (befide two fliips intended for the 

Weft Indies, which did not part Company till after 
they had left the Maderas) was compofed of the fok 
lowing men of war, commanded by Don Jofeph Pi
zarro. i he Afia of fixty-fix guns, and feven hun
dred men i the admiral’s fhip; the Guipufcoa, of 
feventy-iour guns, and feven hundred men; the 
Hermiona, of fifty-four guns-, and five hundred men; 
the Efperanza, of fifty guns, and four hundred and 
fiity men; the St. Eftevan, of forty guns, and three 
hundred and fifty men : with а patache, of twenty 
guns. Thefe fliips, over and above their complement 
of failors and marines, had on board an old Spanifli 
regiment of foot, intended to reinforce the garri- 
fons on the coaft of the South Seas. When this fleet 
had cruized for forne days to the leeward of the Ma
deras, as is before-mentioned, they left that ftation in 
the beginning of November, and fteered for the ri
ver Plate, where they arrived the sth of January O. 
S. and coming to an anchor in the bay of Maldo- 
nado, at the mouth of that river, their admiral Pi
zarro fent immediately to Buenos Ayres for а fupply 
of provifions; for they had depared fro ■ Spain with 
only four months provifions on board. V- hfle they 
lay here expeóting this fupply, they received intelli
gence, by the treachery of the Port ugu fe governor 
ofSt. Catharine’s, of Mr. Anfon’s having arrived at 
that ifland on the 21 ft of December preceding, and 
of his preparing to put to fea again with the ut- 
moft expedition. Pizarro, notwithftanding his fu- 
perior force, had his reafons (and as forne fay, his or
ders likewife) for avoiding our fquadron any where 
fhort of the South Seas. He was belide extremely 
defirous of gering round Cape Horn betöre us, as 
he imagined that ftep alone would effedually baffle 
all our defigns : and therefore, on hearing that we 
were in his neighbot rhood, and that we ftiould loon 
be ready to proceed for Cape Horn, he weiphed an
chor with the five large (hips, (tlu patache being dit 
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abled and condemned, and the men taken out of 
her) after а ftay of feventeen days only, and got un
der fail without his provifions, which arrived at Mal- 
donado within а day or two after his departure. 
But, notwithftanding the precipitation with which 
he departed, we put to fea from St. Catherine’s 
four days before him, and, in fome part of our 
paflage to Cape Horn, the two fquadrons were Го 
near together, that the Pearl, one of our (hips, be- 
ing feparated from the reft, feil in with the Spanifh 
fleet, and miftaking the Afia for the Centurion, had 
got within gun-lhot of Pizarro before fhe difcovered 
her error, and narrowly efcaped being taken.

It being the 2 2d of January when the Spaniards 
weighed from Maldonado, as has been already men- 
tioned, they could not ехребі to get into the lati
tude of Cape Horn before the equinox ; and as they 
had reafon to apprehend very tempeftuous weather 
in doubling it at that feafon, and as the Spanifh fail- 
ors, being for the molt part accuftomed to а fair 
weather country, might be expeóted to be very averfe 
to fo dangerous and fatiguing а navigation •, the better 
to encourage them, fome part of their pay was ad- 
vanced to them in European goods, which they were 
to be permitted to difpofe of in the South Seas : that 
fo the hopes of the great profit each man was to make 
on his venture, mighc render him lefs difpoféd to re- 
pine at the hardfhips and perils he would in all pro- 
bability meet with, before his arrival on the coaft of 
Peru.

Pizarro with his fquadron having, toward the lat
ter end of February, run the length of Cape Horn, 
he then ftood to the weftward, in order to double it; 
but in the night of the laft day of February, O. S. 
while with this view they were turning to windward, 
the Guipufcoa, the Hermiona, and the Efperanza, 
were feparated from the admiral, and the Hermiona 
yvas fuppofed to founder at fea, for fhe was never 
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heard of more •» and the Guipufcoa was run åffiore, 
and funk on the coaft of Brazil.

The calamities of all kinds which this fquadron 
underwent, in this unfuccefsful navigation, can only 
be paralleled by what we ourfelves experienced in the 
fame climate, when buffetted by the farne ftorms. 
There was indeed forne diverfity in our diftrelTes, 
which rendered it difficult to decide, whofe fituation 
was moft worthy of commiferation. For, to all the 
misfortunes we had in common with each other, as 
fhattered rigging, leaky ffiips, and the fatigues and 
defpondency, which neceflarily attend tliefe difafters; 
there was fuperadded on board our fquadron the ra
vage of а molt deftruélive and incurable difeafe; and, 
on board the Spanilh fquadron, the devaftation of fa- 
mine. For this fquadron, either from the hurry of 
their outfet, their prefumption of а fupply at Buenos 
Ayres, or from other lefs obvious motives, departed 
from Spain, with no more than four months provi- 
fipn on board, and even that, it is faid, at lhort al- 
lowance only. So that, when by the ftorms they met 
with off Cape Horn, their continuance at fea was 
prolonged а month or more beyond their expe&ation, 
they were reduced to fuch infinite diftrefs, that rats, 
when they could be caught, were fold for four dol
lars a-piece ; and а failor, who died on board, had his 
death concealed for fome days by his brother, who 
during that time lay in the fame hammock with the 
corple, only to receive the dead man’s ailowance of 
provifions.

In this dreadful fituatjon they were alarmed, (if 
their horrors were capable of augmentation) by the 
difcovery of а confpiracy among the marines on board 
the Afia, the admiral’s fhip. This had taken its rife 
chiefty from the miferies they endured : for though 
no lefs was propofed by the confpirators than the 
maflacring the officers and the whole crew, yet their 
motive for this bloody refolution feemed to be no 
more than thfir defire of relieving their hunger, by 
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appropriating the whole fhips provilions to them- 
felves. But their defigns were prevented, whenjuft 
upon the point of execution, by means of one of 
their confeflbrs: and three of their ring-leaders were 
immediately put to death. However, though the 
confpiracy was fupprefted, their other calamities ad- 
mitted of no alleviation •, but grew each day more 
and more deftruótive. So that, by the complicated 
diftrefs of fatigue, ficknefs, and hunger, the three 
fhips which efcaped, loft the greateft part of their 
men : the Afia, their admiral’s fhip, arrived at Monte 
Vedio, in the river of Plate, with half her crew only; 
the St. Eftevan had loft in like manner half her hands, 
when fhe anchored in the bay of Baragan : the Efpe- 
ranza, а fifty gun fhip, was flill more unfortunate, 
for of four hundred and fifty hands, which fhe 
brought from Spain, only fifty-eight remained alive, 
and the whole regiment of foot perifhed, except fixty 
men. But, the reader will conceive а more diftinét 
and particular idea of what they underwent upon 
this occafion, from а fhort account of the fate 
of the Guipufcoa, extrafted from а letter, writ- 
ten by Don Jofeph Mendinuetta, her captain, to а 
perfon of diftinótion at Lima; а сору of which feil 
into our hands afterward in the South Seas,

He mentions, that hefeparated from the Hermiona 
and the Efpeyanza in а fog, on the 6th of March, 
being, as is fuppofed, tö the fouth-eaft of Staten- 
Land, and plying to the weftward; that in the night 
after, it blew а furious ftorm at north-weft, which 
fplit his main-fail, and obliged him to bear away with 
his fore-fail that he likewife fprung his main-maft, 
and the fhip made fo rrtuch water, that with four 
pumps and bailing he could not free her: that on 
the 9Л it was calm, but the fea continued fo high, 
that the fhip in rolling opened all her upper works 
and feams, and ftarted the butt ends of her planking, 
and the greateft part of her top timbers 5 the bolts 
being drawn by the violence of her roll; numbers
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every day periftiing by the fatigue of pumping; and 
thofe who furvived, being quiie difpirited by labour, 
hunger, and the feverity of the w'eather, they hav
ing two fpans of fnow upon the decks : that then find- 
ing the wind fixed in the weftern quarter, and biowing 
flrong, and confequently their paflage to the we ward 
impoffible, they refolved to bear away for the river 
of Plate: that, on the 2 d, they were obliged to 
throw over-board all the upper deck guns, and an an- 
chor, and to take fix turns of the cable round the ffiip, 
to prevent her opening : that the fhip rolled fo much, 
that the main-malt came by the board; and, in а 
few hours after, fhe loft in like manner her fore-maft 
and her mizen-maft; and that, to accumulate their 
misfortunes, they were foon obliged to cut away their 
bowfprit, to diminifh, if poffible, the leakage at her 
head: that thofe who were capable of working at 
the pumps, (at which every officer without excep- 
tion took his turn) were allowed only an ounce and 
half of bifcuit per diem; and thofe who were fo fick 
or fo weak, that they could not affil! in this neceflary 
labour, had no more than an ounce of wheat; fo that 
it was common for the men to fall down dead at the 
pumps: thai they could not immediately fet up jury- 
mafts, but were obliged to drive like а wreek, be- 
tweenthe latitudes of 32’ and 28% till the 24dl of 
April, when they made the coaft of Brazil, at Rio de 
Patas, ten leagues to the fouthward of the ifland of 
St. Catharine’s: that here they came to an anchor, 
and that the captain was very defirous of proceeding 
to St. Catharine’s: if poffible, in order to fave the 
huli of the fhip, and the guns and ftores on board 
her; but the crew inftantly left off pumping, and 
being enraged at the hardfhips they had fuffered, and 
the numbers they had loft, (there being at that time 
no lefs than thirty dead bodies lying on the deck) 
they all with one voice cried out, On shore, On 
shore, and obliged the captain to run the fhip in 
direétly for the. land, where, the 5th day after, fhe 
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funk with her ftores-, but the remainder of the crew, 
whom hunger and fatigue had fpared, to the num- 
ber of four hundred, got fafe on fhore.

From this account of the adventures and cataftrophe 
of the Guipufcoa, we may form forne conjefture of 
the manner in which the Hermiona was loft, and 
of the diftrefles endured by the three remaining (hips 
of the fquadron, which got into the river Plate. 
Thefe laft being in great want of mafts, yards, rig- 
ging, and all kinds of naval ftores, and having no 
fupply at Buenos Ayres, nor in any of their neigh- 
bouring fettlements, Pizarro difpatched an advice- 
boat with а letter of credit to Rio Janeiro, to pur- 
chafe what was wanting from the Portuguefe. He, 
at the fame time, fent an exprefs acrofs the continent 
to St. Jdgo, in Chili, to be thence forwarded to the 
viceroy of Peru, informing him of the difafters that 
had befallen his fquadron and defiring а remittance 
of 200,000 dollars from the royal chetts at Lima, to 
enabie him to viótual and refit his remaining fhips, 
that he might be again in а condition to attempt the 
paflage to the South Seas, as foon as the feafon of 
the year Ihould be more favourable. It is mentioned 
by the Spaniards as а moft extraordinary circum- 
ftance, that the Indian charged with this exprefs 
(though it was then the depth of winter, when the 
Cordilleras are efteemed impaffable on account of 
the fnow) was only thirteen days in his journey from 
Buenos Ayres to St. Jago in Chili, though thefe places 
are diftant three hundred Spanifh leagues, near forty 
of which are amongft the fnows and precipices of 
the Cordilleras.

The return to this difpatch of Pizarro’s from 
the viceroy of Peru was no ways favourable: in- 
ftead of 200,000 dollars, the fum demanded, the 
viceroy remitted him only 100,000, telling him, 
that it was with great difficulty he was able to 
procure him even that.

The
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The advice-boat fent to Rio Janeiro alfo executed 

her commiffion but imperfeétly; for though fhe 
brought back а confiderable quantity of pitch, tar, 
and cordage, yet fhe could not procure either mafts 
or yards: and, as an additional misfortune, Pizarro 
was difappointed of forne mafts he expeóted from Pa
raguay. In the Oftober following, Pizarro was pre
paring to put to fea with two fhips, in order to at- 
tempt the paflage round Cape Horn а fecond time; 
but the St. Eftevan, in coming down the river Plate, 
ran on а fhoal, and beat off her rudder; on which, 
and othër damages fhe received, fhe was condemned 
and broke up, and Pizarro in the Afia proceeded to 
foa without her. Having now the fummer before 
him, and the winds favourable, no doubt was made 
of his having a fortunate and fpeedy paflage; but 
being off Cape Horn, and going right before the 
wind in very moderate weather, though in а (wel
ling fea, by fome mifconduót of the officer of the 
watch, the fhip rolled away her mafts, and was а 
fecond time obliged to put back to the river of Plate 
in great diftrefs.

The Afia having confiderably fuffered in this fecond 
unfortunate expedition, the Efperanza,which had been 
left behind at Monte Vedio, was ordered to be refitted, 
the command of her being given to Mindinuetta, 
who was captain of the Guipufcoa when fhe was loft. 
He, in the November of the fucceeding year, that 
is, in November 1742, failed from the river of Plate 
to the South Seas, and arrived fafe on the coaft of 
Chili; where his commodore Pizarro paffing over 
land from Buenos Ayres, met him. There were 
great animofities and contefts between thefe two 
gentlemen at their meeting, occafioned principally 
by the claim of Pizarro to command the Efperanza, 
which Mindinuetta had brought round; for Mindi
nuetta refufed to deliver her up to him, infifting, 
that as he came into the South Seas alone, and under

2- по
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no fuperior, it was not now in the power of Pizarro 
to refume that authority which he had once parted 
with. However, the prefident of Chili interpofing, 
and declaring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, after а long 
and obftinate ftruggle, was obliged to fubmit.

But Pizarro had not yet completed the feries of 
his adventures for, when he and Mindinuetta came 
back by land from Chili to Buenos Ayres, in the 
year 1745, they found at Monte Vedio the Afia, 
which, near three years before, they had left there. 
This (hip, they refolved, if poffible, to carry to Eu
rope, and with this view they refitted hér in the beft 
manner they could: but their great difficulty was to 
procure а fufficient number of hands to navigate her, 
for all the remaining failors of the fquadron, to be 
niet with in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, did 
not amount to а hundred men. They endeavoured 
to fupply this defeét by preffing many of the inha- 
bitants of Buenos Ayres, and putting on board, be- 
fide, all the Englifh prifoners then in their cuftody, 
together with а number of Portuguefe fmugglers, 
which they had taken at different times, and forne 
of the Indians of the country. Among thefe laft 
there was а chief and ten of his followers, who had 
been furprized by а party of Spanifh foldiers about 
three months before. The name of this chief was 
Or^llana; he belonged to а very powerful tribe, 
which had committed great ravages in the neigh
bourhood of Buenos Ayres. With this motley crew, 
(all of them, except the European Spaniards, ex- 
tremely averfe to the voyage) Pizarro fet fail from 
Monte Vedio in the river of Plate, about the begin
ning of November 1745 : and the native Spaniards, 
being no drangers to the diffatisfaftion of their forced 
men, treated both thofe, the Englifh prifoners, and 
the Indians, with great infolence and barbarity; but 
more particularly the Indians, for it was common 
for the meaneft officers in the (hip to beat them moft 
cruelly on the flighteft pretences, and oftentimes only

Voï.. III. S to
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to exert their fuperiority. Orellana and his follow- 
ers, though in appearance fufficiently patient and fub- 
miffive, meditated а levere revenge for all thefe in- 
humanities. As he converfed very well in Spanifh, 
(thefe Indians having, in time of peace, а great inter- 
courfe with Buenos Ayres) he affeéted to talk with 
fuch of the Englifh as undcrftood that language, and 
feemed very defirous of being informed how many 
Englifhmen there were on board, and which they 
were. As he knew that the Englifh were 4s much 
enemics to the Spaniards as himfelf, he had doubt- 
lefs an intention of diiclofing his purpofes to them, 
and making them partners in the fcheme he had pro- 
jected for revenging his wrongs, and recovering his 
liberty: but having founded them at а diftance, and 
not finding them lo precipitate and vindiftive as he 
expeéted, he proceeded no farther with them, but 
retolved to truft alone to the refolution of his ten 
faithful followers. Having agreed on the meafures 
neceflary to be taken, they firft furnifhed themfelves 
with Dutch knives Iharp at the point, which being 
the common knives uled in the flijp, they found no 
difficulty in procuring : belide thefe, they employed 
their leiiure in fecretly cutting out thongs from raw 
hides, of which there were great numbers on board, 
and in fixing to each end of thefe thongs the double- 
headed ffiot of the fmall quarter deck gu ns. This, 
when fwung round their hpads, according to the prac- 
tke of their country, was а moft mifchievous wea- 
pon, in the ufe of which the Indians about Buenos 
Ayres are trained from their infancy, and confe- 
quently' are extremely expert. Thefe particulars , 
being in good forwardnefs, the execution pf their 
fcheme was perhaps precipitated by а particular out
rage committed on Orellana himfelf. One of the of
ficers ordered Orellana aloft, which being what he was 
incapable of performing, the officer, under pretence 
of his difobedience, beat him with fuch yiolence, 
that he left him bleeding on the deck, and ftupified
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for forne time with his bruifes and wounds. This 
ufage undoubtedly heightened his thirft for revenge, 
fo that, within а day or two after this incident, he 
and his followers opened their defperate relblves in 
the enfuing manner.

It was about nine in the evening, when many of 
the principal officers were on the quarter-deck, in- 
dulging in the freffmefs of the night air-, the wifle 
of the (hip was filled with live cattle, and the fore- 
caftle was manned with its cuftomary watch. Orel
lana and his companions, under cover of the night, 
having prepared their weapons, and thrown off their 
trowzers and the more cumberous part of their drefs, 
came all together on the quarter-deck, and drew to- 
ward the door of the great cabin. The boatfwain 
immediately reprimanded them, and ordered them to 
be gone. On this Orellana fpoke to bis followers in 
his native language, when four of them drew off, two 
towards each gangway, and the chief and the fix re- 
maining Indians feemed to be (lowly quitting the 
quarter-deck. When the detached Indians had tak' n 
poffeffion of the gangway, Orellana placed his hands 
hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war-cry 
ufed by thofe favages, which is faid to be the harfh- 
eft and moft terrifying found in nature. This hide- 
ous yell was the fignal for beginning the maffacre: 
for on this they all drew their knives, and brandifhed 
their double-headed (hot-, and the fix with theirchief, 
which remained on the quarter-deck, immediately 
feil on the Spaniards, who were intermingled with 
them, and laid near forty of them at their feet. 
Many of the officers, in the beginning of the tu
mult, pufhed into the great cabin, where they put 
out the fights, and barricadoed the door : whilft of 
the others, who had avoided the firft fury of the In
dians, forne endeavoured to efcape along the gang- 
ways into the forecaftle, where the Indians, placed 
on purpofe, ftabbed the greateft part of them as they 
attempted to pafs by ; or forced them off the gang-

S 2 ways
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ways into the warte. Some threw themfelves volunta- 
rily over the barricadoes inro the wafte, and thought 
themfelves fortunate to lie concealed amongft the 
cattle; but the greateft part efcaped up the main 
fnrouds. Though the Indians attacked only the 
quarter-deck, yet the watch in the forecaftle finding 
their communication cut off, and being terrified by 
thofe who, not being killed on the fpot, had ftrength 
fufficient to force their paflage, and not knowing ei- 
ther who their enemies were, or what were their num- 
bers, they likewife gave all over for loft» and in great 
confufion ran up into the rigging.

Thus thefe eleven Indians, with а refolution per
haps without example, poffiéfled themfelves almoft 
in an inftant of the quarter-deck of а fhip mounting 
fixty-fix guns, and manned with near five hundred 
hands; and continued in peaceable pofleffion of this 
poft а confiderable time. For the officers in the great 
cabin, amongft whom were Pizarro and Mindinuetta, 
the crew between decks, and thofe who had efcaped 
into the tops and rigging, were only anxious for their 
own fafety ; and were for а long time incapable of 
forming any project for fuppreffing the infurreétion, 
and recovering the pofleffion of the fhip. It is true, 
the yells of the Indians, the groans of the wounded, 
and the confufed clamours of the crew, all heightened 
by the obfcurity of the night, had at firft greatly mag- 

<• nified their danger, and had filled them with the 
imaginary terrors which darknefs, diforder, and an 
ignorance of the real ftrength of an enemy never fail 
to produce. For as the Spaniards were fenfible of the 
difaffeftion of their preft hands, and were alfo con- 
fcious of their barbarity to their prifoners, they ima- 
gined the confpiracy to be general, and confidered their 
own deftruétion as infallible ; fo that, it is faid, forne 
of them had once taken the refolution of leaping 
into the fea.

Howeyer, when the Indians had entirely cleared 
the quarter-deckj the tumult in а great meafure fub- 

fided i
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fided; for thofe who had efcaped were kept filent by 
their fears, and the Indians were incapable of pur- 
fuing them to renew the diforder Orellana, when 
he law himfelf mafter of the quarter-deck, broke 
open the arm-cheft, which, on а (light fufpicion of 
mutiny, had been ordered there а few days before, 
as to а place of the greateft fecurity. Here he took 
it for granted, he ftiould find cutlafiès fufficient for 
himfelf and his companions, in the ufe of which wea- 
pon they were all extremely fkilful, and with thefe, 
it was imagined, they propofed to have forced the 
great cabin : but on opening the cheft, there appeared 
nothing but fire-arms, which to them were of no 
ufe. There were indeed cutlafies in the cheft, but 
they were hid by the fire-arms being laid over them. 
This was а fenfible difappointment to them, and by 
this time Pizarro and his companions in the great 
cabin were capable of converfing aloud through the 
cabin-windows and port-holes, with thofe in the gun- 
room and between decks, and from hence they learnt 
that the Englifh (whom they principally fufpefted) 
were all fafe below, and had not intermeddled in this 
mutiny: and by other particulars they at laft dif- 
covered, that none were concerned in it but Orellana 
and his people. On this Pizarro and the officers re- 
folved to attack them on the quarter deck, before 
any of the difcontented on board fhould fo far reco
ver their firft furprize, as to refleft on the facility 
and certainty of feizing the fhip by а junótion. With 
this view Pizarro got together what arms were in the 
cabin, which were no other but piftols, and for thefe 
they had neither powder nor ball. However, hav- 
ing now fettled а correfpondence with the gun-room, 
they lowered down а bucket out of the cabin-win- 
dow, into which the gunner put а quantity of piftol-

When they had thus procured ammu
nition, and had loaded their piftols, they fet the ca
bin door partly open, and fired feveral ftiot amongft 
the Indians on the quarter-deck, though at firft with-

outS 3
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out effeót: but at laft Mindinuetta, whom we have 
often mentioned, had the fortune to Ihoot Orellana 
dead on the fpot; on which his faithful companions 
abandoning all thoughts of further refiftance, inftantly 
leaped into the fea, where evcry man perilhed.

Thus was this infurredtion quelled, after the quar- 
ter-deck had been full two hours in the power of 
this great and daring chief, and his gallant unhappy 
country»men.

Pizarro having efcaped this imminent peril, fteered 
for Europe, and arrived fafe on the coalt of Galli- 
cia in the beginning of the year i 746, after having 
been abfent between four and five years, and having, 
by his attendance on our expedition, diminilhed the 
naval power of Spain by above three thoufand hands, 
and by four confiderable fhips of war and а patache. 
Whoever confiders the very large proportion, which 
this fquadron bore to the whole navy of Spain, will 
confefs, that, had our undertaking been attended 
with no other advantages than that of ruiningfo great 
а part of the fea-force of fo dangerous an enemy, 
this alone would be а fufficient equivalent for our 
equipment, and an inconteftible proof of the fervice 
which the nation has thence received. Having thus 
concluded this fummary of Pizarro’s adventures, we 
Ihall now return again to the narration of our own 
ifanfaótions.

On the third of November we weighed from Ma
dera, after orders had been given to the captains to 
rendezvous at St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd 
Ulands, in cafe the fquadron was feparated. But 
the next day, when we were got to fea, the com
modore confidering that thefeafon was far advanced, 
and that touching at Jago would create а new delay, 
he for this reafon thought proper to alter his ren
dezvous, and to appoint the ifland of St. Catharine’s, 
on the coaft of Brazil, to be the firft place to which 
the Chips of the fquadron were to repair in caf- of 
feparation.
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In ourpaflage to the ifland of St. Catharine’s, we 

found the direftion of the trade-winds to differ con- 
fiderably from what we had reafon to expeét, both 
from the general hiftories given of thefe winds, and 
the experiertce of former navigators. For though we 
met with а north-eaft wind, about the latitude of 
28° north, yet from the latitude of 250 tó the lati
tude of i8u north, the wind was never once to the 
northward of the eaft, but, on the contrary, almoft 
conftantly to the fouthward of it, However, from 
thence to the latitude of 6° 20' north, we had it ufu- 
ally to the northward of the eaft, though not en- 
tirely, it having for а fhort time changed to eaft 
fouth-eaft. From hence, to about 40 46' north, 
the weather was very urtfettled ; fometimes the wind 
was north-eäft, then changed to fouth-eaft, and fome
times we had а dead calm, attended with fmall rain 
and lightning. After this, the wind continued al
moft invariably between the fouth and eaft, to the 
latitude of 7V 30' fouth; and then again, as invari
ably between the north and eaft, to the latitude of 
150 30' fouth; then eaft and fouth-eaft, to 2i9 37' 
fouth. But after this, even to the latitude of 27° 
44х fouth, the wind was never once between the 
fouth and the eaft, though we had it at times in all 
the other quarters of the compafs. But this laft cir- 
cumftance may be in fome meafure accounted for, 
from our approach to the main continent of the Bra- 
zils. I mention not thefe particulars with а view 
of cavilling at the received accounts of thefe trade- 
winds, which are in general fufficiently accurate ; but 
I thought it а matter worthy of public notice, that 
fuch deviations from the eftablifhed rules do fome
times take place, to guard navigators againft fuch un- 
expefted irregularities.

On the 17th of November, the commodore made 
а fignal for the (hips to bring to, and to take on 
board their ftiares of the brandy from the Induftry 
Pink; and in this the long-boats of the fquadron

S 4 were
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were employed the three following days, when thc 
Pink being unloaded, ffie parted Company with us, 
being bound for Barbadoes, there to take in а freight 
for England. Moft of the officers of the fquadron 
took the' opportunity of writing to their friends at 
home by this ffiip; but ffie was afterward unhappily 
taken by the Spaniards.

On the 2oth of November, the captains of the 
fquadron reprefented to the commodore, that their 
ffiips Companies were very fickly, and that it was 
their own opinion, as well as their furgeons, that it 
would tend to the prefervation of the men to let in 
more air between decks; but that their (hips were fo 
deep, they could not poffibly open their lower ports. 
On this reprefentation, the commodore ordered fix 
air-fcüttles to be cut in each ffiip, in fuch places where 
they ffiould leaft weaken it.

And on this occafion I cannot but obferve, how 
much it is the duty of all thofe, who either by office 
or authority, have any influence in the direftion óf 
our naval affairs, to attend to this important article, 
the prefervation of the lives and health of feamen. 
If it could be fuppofed, that the motives of huma- 
nity were infufficient for this purpofe, yet policy, 
and а regard to the fuccefs of our arms, and the in- 
tereft and honour of each particular Commander, 
ffiould naturally lead us to а careful and impartial 
examination of every probable method, propofed for 
maintaining а ffiip’s crew in health and vigour.

We crolfed the equinoétial with а fine freffi gale 
at fouth-eaft on Friday the 28th of November, at 
four in the morning, being then in the? longitude of 
27° 59' wett fr°m London ; And on the 2dof De
cember, in the morning, we faw а fail but could not 
come up with her. We were much chagrined at the 
efcape of this veffel, as we then apprehended her to 
be an advice-boat fent from Old Spain to Buenos 
Ayres, with notice of our expedition ; but we have 

fihce
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fince learnt that it was our Eaft India company’s pac
ket bound to St. Helena.

On the rothof December, beitig by our accounts 
in the latitude of 200 fouth and 36е 30' longitude 
weft from London, the Tryal fired а gun to denote 
foundings. We immediately founded, and found 
fixty fathom water, the bottom coarfe ground with 
broken Ihells. The Tryal being a-head of us, had 
at one time thirty-feven fathom, which afterwards in- 
crealéd to 90 : and then Ihe found no bottom, which 
happened to us too at our fecond trial, though wé 
founded with a hundred and fifty fathom of line. 
This is the Ihoal which is laid down in moft charts 
by the name of the Abrollos ■, and it appeared we 
were upon the very edge of it; perhaps farther in it 
may be dangerous. We were then, by our different 
accounts, from ninety to fixty leagues eaft of the 
coaft of Braffl. The next day but one we fpoke 
wfth а Portuguefe brigantine from Rio Janeiro, 
bound to Bahia del todos Santos, who informed us 
that we were thirty-four leagues from cape St.Thomas, 
and forty leagues from Cape Frio; which laft bore 
from us weft fouth-weft. By our accounts we were 
near eighty leagues from Cape Frio; and though, 
on the information of this brigantine, we altered our 
courfe, and ftood more to the fouthward, yet by our 
coming in with the land afterwards, we were fully 
convinced that our reckoning was much correcter 
than our Portuguefe intelligence. We found а con- 
fiderable current letting to the fouthward, after we 
had paffed the latitude of 16° fouth: the farne 
took place all along the coaft of Brafil, and even to 
the fouthward of the river of Plate, it amounting 
fometimes to thirty miles in twenty-four hours, and 
once to above forty miles.

If this current is occäfioned fas it is moft pro
bable) by the running off of the water, accumulated 
on the coaft of Brafil, by the conftant fweeping of 
the eaftern trade-wind, over the Ethiopië ocean, then 

it
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it is moit natural to fuppofe, that its general courfe 
is determined by the beari ngs of the adjacent fhore. 
Perhaps too, in almoft every other inftance of cur- 
rents, the farne may hold true, as I believe no ex- 
amples occur of confiderable currents being obferved 
at any great diftance from land If this then could 
be eftablilhed as а general principle, it would be al- 
ways eafy to correét .the reckoning by the obferved 
latitude.

We now began to grow impatient for а fight of 
land, both for the recovery of our fick, and for the 
refrefhment and fecurity of thofe who as yet conti- 
nued healthy. When we departed from St. Helen’s, 
we were in fo good а condition, that we loft but two 
men on board the Centurion, in our long paflage to 
Madeira But in this prefent run between Madeira 
and St. Catharine’s we were remarkably fickly. The 
diforders, in general, were fuch as are common to 
the hot climates, and what moft fhips bound to the 
fouthward experience, in а greater or lefs degree. 
Thefe are thofe kind of fevers, which they ufually 
call calentures: а difeafe, which was not only terrible 
in its firft inftance, but even the remains of it often 
proved fatal to thofe who confideréd themiélvcs as re
covered from it. For it always left them in а very 
weak and helplefs condition, and ufually afflifted 
either with fluxes or tenefmufes. By our continuance 
at fea, all thefe complaints were every day increafing, 
lo that it was with great joy we difcovered the cöaft 
of Brafil on the i6th of December, at feven in the 
morning *.

The coaft of Brafil appeared high and mountain- 
ous land, extending from weft to weft fouth-weft, 
and when we firft faw it, it was about feventcen 
leagues diftant. At noon we perceived а low double 
land, bearing weft fouth weft, about ten leagues dif-

* Foran account of Brafil, fce Nieuhoff’s Voyage to Brafil, in 
tl»e picceding part of this woik,
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tant, which we took to be the ifland of St. Catha- 
rine’s. That afternoon and the next morning, the 
wind being north north-weft, we gained very little 
to windward, and were apprehenfive of being driven 
to the leeward of the ifland ; but а little before noon, 
the next day, the wind came about to the fouthward, 
and enabled us to fleer in between the north point of 
St. Catharine’s, and the neighbouring ifland of Alvo- 
redo As we ftood in for the land, we had regulär 
foundings, gradiMlly decreafing, from thirty-fix to 
twelve fathom, all muddy ground. In this laft depth 
of water we let go our anchor at five o’clock in the 
evening of the ib’th, the north-weft point of the 
ifland of St. Catharine’s bearing fouth fouth-weft, 
diftant three miles; and the ifland of Alvoredo north 
north-eaft, diftant two leagues. Неге we found the 
tide to fet fouth fouth-eaft, and north north-weft, at 
the rate of two knots, the tide of flood coming from 
the fouthward. We could, from our fhips, obferve 
two fortifications at а conflderable diftance within 
us, which feemed defigned to prevent the paflage of 
an enemy between the ifland of St. Catharine’s and 
the main. And we could foon perceive that our 
fquadron had alarmed the coaft, for we faw the two 
forts hoift their colours, and fire feveral guns, which 
we fuppofed were fignals for affembling the inhabi- 
tants. To prevent any confufion, the commodore 
immediately lent а boat with an officer on fhore, to 
compliment the governor, and to defire а pilot to 
carry us into the road. The governor returncd а 
very civil anfwer, and ordered us а pilot. On the 
morning of the 2oth, we weighed and ftood in, and 
toward noon the pilot came on board us, who, the 
farne afternoon, brought us to an anchor in five fa
thom and an half, in а large commodious bay on 
the continent fide, called by the French Bon Port. 
In ftanding from our laft anchorage tothis place, we 
every where found an ouzy bottom, with а depth 
uf water firft regularly decreafing to five fathom, 

and
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and then increafing to feven, after which we had 
fix and five fathom alternately. The next morning 
we weighed again with the fquadron, in order to 
run above the two fortifications we have mentioned, 
which are called the caftles of Santa Cruiz and St. 
Juan. Our foundings now between the ifland and 
the main were four, five, and fix fathom, with mud- 
dy ground. As we pafled by the cartle of Santa 
■Cruiz we faluted it with eleven guns, and were an- 
fwered by an equal number; and at one in the after- 
noon, the fquadron came to an anchor in five fathom 
and а half, the governor’s ifland bearing north north- 
weft, St. Juan’s caftle north-eaft 4 eaft, and the 
ifland of St. Antonio fouth. In this pofition we 
moored at the ifland of St. Catharine’s on Sunday the 
21 ft of December, the whole fquadron being, as al- 
ready mentioned, fickly, and in great want of re- 
frefhments: both which inconveniencies we hoped 
to have foon removed at this fettlement, celebrated by 
former navigators for its healthinefs, and the plenty 
of its provifions; as well as for the freedom, indul- 
gence, and friendly afiiftance there given to the Ihips 
of all European nations, in amity with the crown 
of Portugal.

Our firft care, after having moored our (hips, was 
to get our fick men on fhore, preparatory to which, 
each (hip was ordered by the commodore to ereét 
two tents: one of them for the reception of the dif- 
eafed, and the other for the accommodation of the 
furgeon and his afliflants. We fent about eighty 
fick from the Centurion ; and the other fhips, 1 be- 
lieve, fent nearly as many, in proportion to the num
ber of their hands. As foon as we had performed 
this neceflåry duty, we fcraped our decks, and gave 
our fhip а thorough cleanfing; then fmoked it be
tween decks, and after all wafhed every part well 
with vinegar. Thefe operations were extremely ne- 
ceflary, for correfting the noifome ftench on board, 
and for deftroying the vermin.

Our
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Our next employment was wooding and watering 

our fquadron, caulking our fhips lides and decks, 
overhauling our rigging, and fecuring our mafts 
againft the tempeftuous weather we were, in all pro- 
bability, to meet with in our palTage round Cape 
Horn, in fo advanced and inconvenient а feafon. But 
before thel'e tranfaótions are entered upon, it will 
not be improper to give forne account of this illand 
of St. Catharine’s, and of the neighbouring country ; 
both as the circumftances of this place are now great- 
ly changed from what they were in the time of for
mer writers, and as thefe changes laid us under many 
more difficulties and perplexities than we had reafon 
to expeft.

This iHand is efteemed by the natives to be no 
where above two leagues in breadth; though about 
nine in length : it lies in 49° 45' of welt longitude 
of London, and extends from the fouth latitude of 
27° 35 » t0 that 28°. Although it be of а confi- 
derable height, yet it is fcarce difcernible at the dif- 
tance of ten leagues, being then obfcured under the 
continent of Brafü, whofe mountains are exceeding 
high -: but on а nearer approach it is eafy to be diftin- 
guifhed, and may be readily known by а number of 
fmall ißands, lying at each end, and fcattered along 
the eaft fide of it.

The north entrance of the harbour is in breadth 
about five miles; the diftance from thence to the 
ifland of St. Antonio is eight miles, and the courfe 
from the entrance of St. Antonio is fouth fouth-weft 
4 weit. About the middle of the illand the harbour 
is contra&ed by two points of land to а narrow chan- 
nel, no more than а quarter of а mile broad •, and to 
defend this palfage, а battery was eredi ng on the 
point of land on the illand fide. But this feems to 
be а very ulelefs work, as the channel has no more 
than two fathom water, and confequently is navi
gable only for barks and boats, and therefore feems 
fo be а paffage that an enemy could have no induce- 

ment
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ment to attempt, efpecially as the common paffage 
at the north end of the ifland is lo broad and fafe, 
that no fquadron can be prevented from coming in 
by any of their fortifications, when the fea-breeze is 
made. Befides the battery mentioned above, there 
яге three other forts carrying on for the defence of 
the harbour, none of which are yet completed, The 
firft of thefe, called St. Juan, is built on а point of 
St. Catharine’s near Parrot Ifland ; the fecond, in 
form of а half-moon, is on the ifland of St, Anto
nio 5 and the third, which feems to be the chief, and 
has forne appearance of а regulär fortification, is on 
an ifland near the continent, where the govcrnor re- 
fides.

The foil of the ifland is truly luxuriant; and the 
ground is covered over with one continued foreft of 
trees, of perpetual verdure; which, from the ex- 
uberance of the foil, are fo entangled with briars, 
thorns, and underwood, as to form а thicket abfo- 
lutely impenetrable, except by forne narrow path- 
ways, which the inhabitants have made for their own 
convenience. Thefe, with а few fpots cleared for 
plantations along the fhore, facing the continent, are 
the only uncovered parts of the ifland. l’he woods 
are extremely fragrant, from the many aromatic 
trees and fhrubs with which they abound ; and the 
fruits and vegetables of all climates thrive here, aj- 
moft without culture, and are to be procured in great 
plenty. The flefli provifions are however much in- 
ierior to the vegetables: there are indeed fmall wild 
cattle to be purchafed, fomewhat like buffaloes, but 
thefe are very indifferent food, their flefh being of 
a loofe contexture, and generally of а difagreeable 
flavour, which is probably owing to the wild cala- 
balh on which they feed.

The water both on the ifland and on the oppofite 
continent is excellent, and preferves at fea as well as 
that of the Thames ; for after it has been in the cafk 
а day or two, it begins to purge itfelf, and is foon 
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covered over with а green fcum, which, in а few 
days, fubfides to the bottom, and leaves the water 
as clear as cryftal, and perfeétly fweet. The French 
(who during their South Sea trade in queen Anne’s 
reign, firft brought this place into repute) ufually 
wooded and watered in Bon Port, on the continent 
fide, where they anchored with great fafety in fix 
fathom water; and this is doubtlels the moft com- 
modious road fpr fuch fhips as intend to make only 
а fhort ftay. But we watered on the St. Catharine’s 
fide, at а plantation oppofite to the ifland of St. An
tonio.

Thefe are the advantages of this ifland of St. Ca
tharine’s ; but there are many inconveniencies attend- 
ing it, partly from its climate, but more from its new 
regulations, and the late form of government efta- 
blifhed there. With regard to the climate, it muft be 
remembered, that the woods and hills which furround 
the harbour, prevent а free circulation of the air : 
and the vigorous vegetation which conftantly takes 
place there, furnHhes fuch а prodigious quantity of 
vapour, that all the night, and а great part of the 
morning, а thick fog covers the whole country, and 
continues till either the fun gathers ftrength to difli- 
pate it, or it is difperfed by а brille fea-breeze. This 
renders the place clofe and humid, and probably 
occafioned the many fevers and fluxes we were there 
afflióted with. To thefe exceptions muft be added, 
that all the day we were peftered with great numbers 
of mufeatos, which are not much unlike the gnats in 
England, but more venomous in their ftings. And 
at fun-fet, when the mufeatos retired, they were fuc- 
ceeded by an infinity of fand-flies, which, though 
fcarce difcernible to the naked eye, make а mighty 
buzzing, and wherever they bite, raife а fmall bump 
in the flefh, which is loon attended with а painful 
itching. But as the only light in which this place 
deferves our confideration, is its favourable fituation 
for fupplying and refrefhing our cruizers intended 

for
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for the South Seas: in this view its greateft incon- 
veniencies remain ftill to be related.

In the time of Frezier and Shelvocke, this place 
ferved only as а retreat to vagabonds and outlaws, 
who fled thither from all parts of Brafil. They did 
indeed acknowledge а fubjection to the crown of Por
tugal, and had а perfon among them whom they cal- 
Ied their captain, who was confidered in lorne fort as 
their governor: but both their allegiance to their 
king, and their obedience to their captain, feemed to 
be little more than verbal. In this fituation they were 
extremely hofpitable and friendly to fuch foreign 
fhips as came amongft them. For thefe fhips want- 
ing only provifions, of which the natives had great 
ftore i and the natives wanting cloaths, (for they of
ten defpifed money, and refuled to take it) which 
the fhips furnifhed them with in exchange for their 
provifions i both fides found their account in this 
traffick; and their captain or governor had neither 
power nor intereft to reftrain it or to tax it. But of 
late, for reafons which fhall be hereafter mentioned, 
thefe honeft vagabonds have been obliged to receive 
amongft them а new colony, and to fubmit to new 
laws and new forms of government. Inftead of their 
former ragged bare-legged captain, whom however 
they took care to keep innocent, they have now the 
honour to be governed by Don Jofe Sylva de Paz, 
а brigadier of the armies of Portugal; whofe behavi- 
our cannot but be extremely embarrafling to fuch Bri- 
tifh fhips as touch there in their way to the South 
Seas. For one of his praétices was placing centi- 
nels at all the avenues, to prevent the people from 
felling us any refrefhments, except at fuch exorbitant 
rates as we could not afford to give. His pretence 
for this extraordinary ftretch of power was, that he 
was obliged to preferve their provifions for upwards 
of an hundred families, which they daily expefted to 
reinforce their colony. However, this, though fuffi- 
ciently provoking, was far from being the moft ex-

. ceptionable
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ceptionable part of his condudt. For by the neigh- 
bourhood of the river Plate, а confiderable fmug- 
gling traffic is carried on between the Portuguefe and 
the Spaniards, efpecially in the exchanging gold for 
filver, by which both princes are defrauded of their 
fifths -, and in this prohibited commerce Don Jofe was 
fo deeply engaged, that in order to ingratiate himfelf 
with his Spanifh correfpondents (for no other reafon 
can be given for his procedure) he treacheroufly dif- 
patched an exprefs tö Buenos Ayres in the river of 
Plate, where Pizarro then lay, with an account of 
our arrival, the ftrength of our fquadron, and every 
circumftance which he could fuppol'e our enemy de- 
firous of being acquainted with. And the fame per- 
fidy every Britifh cruizer may expeft who touches 
at St. Catharine’s, while it is under the government 
of Don Jofe Sylva de Paz.

The governor of Rio Grande afïured us, that in 
the neighbourhood öf this ifland there were confider
able rivers, which were found to be extremely rich, 
and which was the reafon that a garrifon, а military 
governor, and а new colony was fettled there. And as 
the harbour at this ifland is by much the fecureft 
and the mort capacious of any-on the coaft, it is not 
improbable, if the riches of the neighbourhood an- 
fwer their expeótation, that it may become in time 
the principal fettlement in Brafil, and the molt con
fiderable port in all South America.

When we firft arrived at St. Catharine’s, we were 
employed in refrelhing our fick on fhore, in wooding 
and watering the fquadron, cleanfing our (hips, and 
examining and fecuring our mafts and rigging, as 
has been already obferved. At the fame time Mr. 
Anfon gave direétions, that the fhips Companies fhould 
be fupplied with frefh meat, and that they fhould be 
viétualled with whole allowance of all the kinds of 
provifions. In confequence of thefe orders, we had 
frefh beef fent on board us continually for our daily 
expence; and what was wanting to mäke up our al-

Vol. III, T lowance,



274 ANSON’s VOYAGE
lowance, we received from our viktualier the Anna 
Pink, in order to preferve the provifions on board 
our fquådron entire for our future fervice. The fea- 
fon of the year growing each day lefs favourable for 
our paflage round Cape Horn, Mr. Anfon was very 
defirous of leaving this place as foon as poffible; and 
we were at firft in hopes that our whole bufinefs would 
be done, and we fhould be in а readinefs to fail in 
about а fortnight from our arrival: but on examin- 
ing the Tryal’s mafts, we, to our no fmall vexation, 
found inevitable employment for twice that time. 
For, on а furvey, it was found that the main-maft 
was fprung at the upper woulding, though it was 
thought capable of being fecured by а couple of 
fifties-, but the foremaft was reported to be unfit for 
fervice, and thereupon the carpenters were fent into 
the woods, to endeavour to find а ftick proper for 
а foremaft. But after а fearch of four days, they 
teturned without having been able to meet with 
any tree fit for the purpofe. This obliged them to 
cotne to а fecond conlultation about the old foremaft, 
when it was agreed to endeavour to fecure it by cafing 
it with three fifties: and in this work the carpenters 
were employed, till within а day or two of our fad
ing. In the mean time, the commodore thinking it 
neceftary to have а clean veflel on our arrival in the 
South Seas, ordered the Tryal to be hove down, as 
this would not occafion any lofs of time, but might 
be compleated while the carpenters were refitting her 
mafts, which was done on ftiore.

On the 271h of December we difcovered а fail in 
the offing, and not knowing but fhe might be а Spa- 
niard, the eighteen oared boat was manned and armed, 
and fent under the command of our fecond lieute- 
nant, to examine her, befcre fhe arrived within the 
protektion of the forts. She proved to be а Portu- 
guefe briganrine from Rio Grande. And though our 
officer, as it appeared On inquiry, had behaved with 
the utmoft civility to the mafter, and had refufed to. 
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accept а calf, which the måfier would have fbrced on 
him as а prefent •, yet the governor took great of- 
fence at our fending our boat, and talked of it as а 
violation of the peace fubfifiing between the crowns 
of Great Britain and Portugal. We at firR imputed 
this ridiculous bluftering to no deeper а caufe than 
Don Jofe’s infolence; but as we foünd he proceeded 
fo far as to charge our officer with behaving rudely, 
and opening letters, and particularly with an attempt 
to take out of the veflel, by violence, the very calf 
which we knew he had refufed to receive as а prefent 1 
we had hence reafon to fufpeót, that he purpofely 
fought this quarrel, and had more important matives 
for engaging in it, than the mere captious bias of 
his temper. What thefe motives were, it was not fo 
eafy for us to determine at that time; but as we af- 
terward found by letters, which feil into our hands 
in the South Seas, that he had difpatched an exprefs 
to Buenos Ayres, where Pizarro then lay, with an 
account of our fquadron’s arrival at St. Catharine’s, 
as mentioned before; we thence conjeétured that 
Don Jofe had raifed this groundlefs- clamour, only 
to prevent ourvifiting the brigantine when fhe ffiould 
put to fea again, lelt we might there find proofs of 
his perfidious behaviour.

It was near а month before the Tryal was refitted; 
for not only her lower mafts were defeétive, as hath 
been already mentioned, but her main top-maR and 
fore-yard were likewife decayed and rotten. While 
this work was carrying on, the other ffiips of the 
fquadron fixed new Randing rigging, and fet up а 
sufficient number of preventer ffirouds to each maR, 
to fecure them in the moR effeélual manner. And 
in order to render the fhips fliffer, to enable them to 
carry more fail aboard, and to prevent their (train
ing their upper wörks in hard gales of wind, each cap
tain had orders given him, to Rrike down fome of 
their greät guns into the hold. Thefe precautions 
being complied with, and each ffiip having taken in 

Ta as
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as much wood and water as there wås room for, the 
Tryal was at laft compleated, and the whole fqua- 
dron was ready for the fea: on which the tents on 
fhore were ftruck, and all the fick were received on 
board. And here we had а melancholy proof how 
much the healthinefs of this place had been over-rated 
by former writers; for we found, that though the 
Centurion alone had buried no lefs than twenty- 
eight men fince our arrival, yet the number of her 
fick was in the farne interval increafed from eighty 
to ninety-fix. When our crews were embarked, and 
every thing was prepared for our departure, the com
modore made а fignal for all captains, and delivered 
them their orders, containing the fucceffive places of 
rendezvous from hence to the coaft of China. And 
then, on the next day, being the 18th day of Janu- 
ary, the fignal was made for weighing, and the 
fquadron put to .fea, leaving without regret this ifland 
of St. Catharine’s; where we had been fo extremely 
difappointed in our refrefhments, in our accommo- 
dations, and in the humane and friendly offices which 
we had been taught to expeft in а place, fo much 
celebrated for its hofpitality, freedom, and conveni- 
ency.

In leaving St. Catharine’s, we left the laft ami- 
cable port we propofed to touch at, and were now 
proceeding to an hoftile, or at beft, а defart and in- 
hofpitable coaft. And as were to expeét а more boif- 
terous climate to the fouthward than any we had yet 
experienced, not only our danger of feparation would 
by this means be much greater than it had been hi- 
therto, but other accidents of а more mifchievous na
ture were likewife to be apprehended, and, as much 
as poffible, to be provided againft. Mr. Anfon, 
therefore, in appointing the various ftations at which 
the ffiips of the fquadron were to rendezvous, had 
confidered, that it was poffible his own fhip might 
be difabled from getting round Cape Horn, or might 
be loft; and had given proper direftion, that even
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in that cafe the expedition fhould riot be abandoned. 
The orders delivered to the captains, the day before 
we failed from St. Catharine’s, were, that in cafe of 
fe'paration, which they were with the utmoft care to 
endeavour to avoid, the firft place of rendezvous 
fhould be the bay of port St. Julian ; defcribing the 
place from fir John Narborough’s account of it: 
there they were to fupply themfelves with as much 
fait as they could take in, both for their own ufe, and 
for the ufe of the fquadron •, and if, after а ftay of 
ten days, they were not joined by the commodore, 
they were then to proceed through Straits le Maire 
round Cape Horn, into the South Seas, where the 
next place of rendezvous was to be the ifland of Nof« 
tra Senora del Socoro, in the latitude of 450 fouth, 
and longitude from the Lizard 71° 12'weit. They 
were to bring this ifland to bear eaft north-éaft, and 
to cruize from five to twelve leagues diftance from 
it, as long as their ftore of wood and water would . 
permit, both which they were to expend with the 
utmoft frugality. And when they were under an 
abfolute neceflity of а frefh fupply, they were to ftand 
in, and endeavour to find out an anchoring-place; 
and in cafe they could not, and the weather made it 
dangerous to fupply their fhips by ftanding off and 
on, they were then to make the beft of their way to 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes, in the latitude of 33° 
37'fouth. At this ifland, as foon as they had re- 
cruited their wood and water, they were to continue 
cruifing off the anchoring-place for fifty-fix days; in 
which time, if they were not joined by the commo
dore, they might conclude that forne accident had 
befallen him, and they were forthwith to put them
felves under the command of the fenior officer, who 
was to ufe his utmoft endeavours to annoy the ene- 
my both by fea and land. With thefe views their 
new commodore was to continue in thofe feas as long 
as his provifions lafted, or as long as they were re- 
cruited by what he fhould take from the enemy, re-

T 3 ferving 
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ferving only а fufficient quantity to carry him and. the 
fhips under his cdmmand to Macao, at the entrance 
of the river of Canton on the coaft/of China, where, 
having fupplied himfelf with а new ftock of pro- 
vifions, he was thence, without delay, to make tfye 
beft of his way to England. And as it was found 
impoffible as yet to unload our viéhialler the An
na Pink, the commodore gave the mafter of her 
t e farne rendezvous, and the farne orders to put 
himfelf under the command of the farne fenior 
officer.

Under thefe orders the fquadron failed from St. 
Catharine’s on Sunday the i8th of January, as 
hath been already mentioned. The next day we had 
very fqually weather, attended with rain, lightning, and 
thunder; but it foon became fair again, with light 
breezes, and continued thus till Wednefday evening, 
when it blew freffi again ; and increafing all night, by 
eight the next morning it became а moft violent 
ftorm, and we had with it fo thick а fog, that it was 
impoffible to fee at the diftance of two fhips length, 
fo that the whole fquadron difappeared. On this 
а fignal was made, by firing guns, to bring to 
with the larboard tacks, the wind being then due 
eaft. We ourfelves immediately handed the top- 
fails, bunted the main-fail, and lay to under а reef- 
ed mizen till noon, when the fog difperfcd, and 
we foon difcovered all the fhips of the fquadron, 
except the Pearl, who did not join us till near а 
month afterward. Indeed the Tryal (loop was а 
great way to leeward having loft her main maft 
in the fquall, and having been obliged, for fear 
of bilging, to cut away the raft. We therefore 
bore down with the fquadron to her relief, and 
the Gloucefter was ordered to take her in tow; 
for the foul weather did not entirely abate till the day 
after, and even then а great fwell continued from 
the eaftward, in confequence of the preceding 
ftorm.

• After
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After this accident we ftood to the fouthward with 

little interruption. And here we experienced the farne 
fetting of the current, which we had bbferved before 
our arrival at St. Catharine’s; that is, we generally 
found ourfelves to the fouthward of our reckoning, 
by about twenty miles each day. This deviation, 
with а little inequality, lafted till we had palfed the 
latitude of the river of Plate-, and even then we dif- 
covered that the farne current, however difficult to 
be accounted for, did yet undoubtedly take place; 
for we were not fatisfied in deducing it from the error 
in our reckoning, but we aftually tried it more than 
once, when а calm made it praélicable.

As foon as we had palfed the latitude of the river 
of Plate, we had foundings which continued all along 
the coaft of Patagonia. Thefe foundings, when well 
afcertained, being of great ufe in determining the 
pofition of the fhip, and we having tried them more 
frequently, and in greater depths, and with more at
tention, than I believe hath been done before us; I 
fhall recite our obfervations as fuccinftly as I can. In 
the latitude of 36° : 52', we had fixty fathom of wa
ter, with a bottom of fine black and grey fand -, from 
thence, tö 39° : 55", wé varied our depths from fifty 
to eighty fathom, though we had conftantly the farne 
bottom as before; between the laft mentioned lati
tude, and 43° : 16', we had only fine grey fand, 
with the farne variation of depths, except that we 
once or twice lelfened our water to forty fathom. Af-. 
ter this, we continued in forty fathom för about half 
а degree, having a bottom of coarfe fand and broken 
fhells, at which time we were in fight of land, and 
not above feven leagues from it. As we edged from 
the 'land, we met with variety of foundings; firft 
black fand, then muddy, and foon after rough 
ground with ftones; but when we had encreafed our 
water to forty-eight fathom, we had а muddy bottom 
to the latitude of 460 : 10'. Hence drawing toward 
the Ihore, we had firft thirty fix fathom, and ftill

T 4 kept
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kept fhoaling our water, till at length we came into 
twelve fathom, having conftantly fmall ftones and 
pebbles at the bottom. Part of this time we had а 
view of Cape Blanco, which lies in about the lati
tude of 47° : io', and longitude weft from London 
69°. This is the moft remarkable land upon the 
coaft. Steering from hence fouth by eaft nearly, we, 
in а run of about thirty leagues, deepened our water 
to fifty fathom, without once altering the bottom; 
and then drawing toward the fhore with а fouth weft 
courfe, varying rather to the weftward, we had con
ftantly а fandy bottom, till our coming into thirty 
fathom, where we had again а fight of land, diftant, 
from us about eight leagues, lying in the latitude of 
48° : 31'. We made this land on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, and at five that afternoon we came to an 
anchor, having the farne foundings as before, in the 
latitude of 48°: 58', the fouthermoft land then in 
view bearing fouth fouth weft, the northermoft north 
one half eaft, а fmall ifland north weft, and the 
weftermoft hummock weft fouth weft. In this flation 
we found the tide to fet fouth by weft; and weigh- 
ing again at five the next morning, we, an hour 
afterward, difcovered а fail, upon which the jSevern 
and Gloucefter were both direéled to give chace; 
but we foon perceived it to be the Pearl, which fepa- 
ratcd from us а few days after we left St. Catha- 
rine’s, and on this we made а fignal for the Severn to 
rejoin the fquadron, leaving the Gloucefter alone in 
the purfuit. And now we were furprifed to fee, that 
on the Gloucefter’s approach, the people on board 
the Pearl encreafed their fail, and ftood from her. 
However, the Gloucefter came up with them, but 
found them with their hammocks in their nettings, 
and every thing ready for an engagement. At two" 
in the afternoon the Pearl joined us, and running up 
under our ftern, lieutenant Salt haled the commodore, 
and acquainted him, that captain Kidd died on the 
^ift of January. Helikewife informed us, that he
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had feen five large fhips the ioth inftant, which he, 
for forne time, imagined to be our fquadron: fo that 
he fuffered the commanding fhip, which wore а red 
broad pendant, exaftly refembling that of the com
modore, at the main top-maft head, to come within 
fhot of him before he difcovered his miftake but 
then finding it not to be the Centurion, he haled clofe 
upon the wind, and crouded from them with all his 
fail, and ftanding crofs а ripling, where they hefitar- 
ed to follow him, he happily efcaped, He made 
them to be five Spanifh men of war, one of them 
exceedingly like the Gloucefter, which was the occa- 
fion of his apprehenfions when the Gloucefter chaced 
him. By their appearance he thought they confifted 
of two fhips of leventy guns, two of fifty, and one 
of forty guns. It feems the whole fquadron conti-, 
nued in chace of him all that day; but at night, 
finding they could not get near him, they gave 
over the chace, and direéted their courfe to the fouth- 
ward.

Had it not been for the neceflity we were under of 
refitting theTryal, this piece of intelligence wouldhave 
prevented our making any ftay at St. Julian’s; but 
as it was impoflible for that floop to proceed rouhd 
the cäpe in her prefent condition, forne ftay there was 
inevitable; and therefore the farne evening we came 
to an an'chor again in twenty-five fathom water, the 
bottom a mixture of mud and fand, and the high 
hummock bearing fouth weft b.y weft. And weigh- 
ing at nine in the morning, we fent the two cutters 
belonging to the Centurion and Severn in fhore, to 
difcover the harbour óf St. Julian, while the fhips 
kept ftanding along the Coaft, about the diftance of а 
league from the land. At fixö’clock we anchored in 
the bay of St. Julian, in nineteen fathom, the bot
tom muddy ground with fand, the northermoft land 
in fight bearing north and by eaft, the fouthermoft 
fouth one half eaft-, and the high hummock, to which 
Sir John Narborough formerly gave the name of

- Wood’s-
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Wood’s-Mount, weft fouth weit. Soon after the 
cutter returned on board, having difcovered the har- 
bour,. which did not appear to us in our fituation, the 
northermoft point Ihutting in upon the fouthermoft, 
and in appearance clofing the entrance.

Being come to an anchor in this bay of St. Julian, 
principally with а view of refitting the Tryal, the 
carpenters were immediately employed in that bufi- 
nefs, and continued fo during our whole ftay at the 
place. The Tryal’s main-maft having been carried 
away about twelve feet below the cap, they contrived 
to make the remaining part of the maft ferve again, 
and the Wager was ordered to fupply her with а ipare 
main top-maft, which the carpenters converted into 
a new fore-maft. And I cannot help obferving, that 
this accident to the Tryal’s maft, which gave us fo 
much uneafinefs at that time, on account of the de- 
lay it occafioned, was, in all probability, the means 
of preferving the floop, and all her crew. For be- 
fore this, her mafts, how well foever proportioned 
to a better climate, were much too lofty for thefe 
high fouthern latitudes: fo that, had they weathered 
the preceding ttorm, it would have been impoffible 
for them to have ftood againft thofe feas and tempefts 
we afterward encountered in pafling round Cape 
Horn.

Whilft we ftaid at this place, the commodore ap- 
pointed the honourable captain Murray to fucceed to 
the Pearl, and captain Cheap to the Wager-, and he 
promoted Mr. Charles Saunders, his firft lieutenant, 
to the command of the Tryal. But captain Saunders 
lying dangeroufly ill of а fever on board the Centu- 
rion, and it being the opinion of the furgeons, that 
the removing him on board his own fhip, in his pre- 
fent condition, might tend to the hazard of his life, 
Mr. Anfon gave an order to Mr. Saumarez, firft lieu
tenant of the Centurion, to aét as mafter and com- 
mander of the Tryal, during the illnefs of captain 
Saunders.

Here
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Here the commodare too, in order to eafe the 

expedition of all unnccefiary expenc.es, held a farther 
confultation with his captains about unloading and 
difcharging the Anna Pink; but they reprefented to 
him, that they were fo far from being in а conditipn 
of taking any part of her loading on board, that 
they had ftill great quantities of provifions in the 
way of their guns between decks, and that their 
fliips were withal fo very deep, that they were not 
fix for aétion without being cleared. This put the 
commodore under а necefllty of retaining the Pink in 
the fervice: and, as it was apprehended we fhould 
certainly meet with the Spanilh fquadron, in paffing 
the cape, Mr. Anfon thought it advil'eable to give 
orders to the captains, to put all their provifions, 
which were in the way of their guns, on board the 
Anna Pink, and to remount fuch of their guns as 
had formerly, for the eafe of their Ihips, been order
ed into the hold.

This bay of St. Julian, where weare now at an- 
chor, being a convenient rendezvous, in cafe of fe- 
paration, for all -cruizers bound to the fouthward, 
and the'whole coaft of P.atagonia, from the river of 
Plate to the Straits of Magellan, lying nearly paral
lel to their ufual route, а fhort account of the lingu- 
larity of this country, with aparticular defcription.of 
Pprt St. Julian, may perhaps be neither unacceptable 
to the euripus, nor unworthy the attention of future 
navigators; as fome of them, by unforefeen acci- 
dents, may be obliged to run in with the land, and 
to make fome ftay on this coaft; in which cafe the 
knowledge of the country, its produce, and inhabi- 
tants, cannot but be of the utmoft confequence to 
them.

To begin then with the traét of country ufually 
ftyled Patagonia. This is the name often given to 
the fouthermoft part of South America, which is 
unpoffeffed by the Spaniards, extending from their 
fettlements to the Straits of Magellan. This coun

try,

expenc.es
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tiy, on the eaft fide, is extrem'ely remarkable for а 
peculiarity not to be parallelled in any other known 
part of the globe: for, though the whole 'territory 
to the northward of the river of Plate is füll of wood, 
and ftored with immenle quantities of large timber 
trees ; yet, to the fouthward of the river, no trees of 
any kind are to be met 'with, except а few peach- 
trees, firft planted and cultivated by the Spaniards, 
in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres: fo that on the 
whole ealtern coaft of Patagonia, extending near four 
hundred leagues in length, and reaching as far back 
as any difcoveries have yet been made, no other 
wood has been found than а few infignificant fhrubs. 
Sir John Narborough in particular, who was fent out, 
by king Charles the fecond, exprefsly to examine this 
country, and the Straits of Magellan, and who, in 
purfuance of his orders, wintered upon this coaft, in 
Port St. Julian and Port Defire, in the year 1670, 
teils us, that he never faw а ftick of wood in the 
country large enough to make the handle of an 
hatchet.

But though the country be fo deftitute of wood, it 
abounds with pafture. For the land appears in ge
neral to be made up of downs of а light dry gravelly 
foil, and produces great quantities of long coarle 
grafs, which grows in turfs, interfperfed with large 
barren fpots of gravel between them. This grafs, in 

•many places, feeds immeflfe herds of cattle: for the 
Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, having, foon after their 
firft fettling there, brought over а few black cattle 
from Europe, they have thriven prodigioufly by the 
plenty of herbage which they every where met, and 
are now encreafed to that degrée, and are extended 
fo far into different parts of Patagonia, that they are 
not confidered as private property; but many thou- 
fands at а time are ilaughtered every year by the hun
ters, only for their hides and tallow. The manner 
of killing thefe cattle, being а praétice peculiar to 
that part of the world, merits а more circumftantial 

3 ’ defcription1
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defcription. The hunters employed on this occafion 
being all of them mounted on horfeback, (and both 
the Spaniards, and Indians in that part of the world 
are ufually moft excellent horfemen) they arm them- 
felves with а kind of afpear, which, at its end, inftead 
of а blade, pointed jn the ufual manner, has its blade 
fixed a-crofs: with this inftrument they ride at а beaft 
and furround him, when the hunter that comes behind 
him ham-ftrings him. And as after this operation the 
beaft foon tumbles, without being able to raife himfelf 
again, they leave him on the ground,and purfue others, 
whom they ferve in the farne manner. Sometimes 
there is а fecond party, who attend the hunters, to 
ikin the cattle as they fall: but it is faid, that at 
other times the hunters chufe to let them languilh in 
torment till the next day, from an opinion that the 
anguifh, which the animal in the mean time endures, 
may burft the lymphatics, and thereby facilitate the 
feparation of the ikin from the carcafe. And though 
their priefts have loudly condemned this moft barba- 
rous praétice, and have gone fo far, if my memory 
does not fail me, as to excommunicate thofe who fol- 
low it-, yet all their efforts to put an entire ftop to it 
have hitherto proved ineffeótual.

Befide the number of cattle, which are every year 
flaughtered for their hides and tallow, in the manner 
already defcribed, it is often neceflary, for the ufes 
of agriculture, and for other purpofes, to take them 
alive, without wounding them: this is performed 
with а moft wonderful and almoft incredible dexte- 
rity, and principally by the ufe of а machine, which 
the Englilh, who have refided at Buenos Ayres, ge
nerally denominate a lalli. It is made of a thong of 
feveral fathoms in length, and very ftrong, with a 
running noofe at one end of it: this the hunters (who 
in this cafe are alfo mounted on horfeback) take in 
their right hands, it being firft properly coiled up, 
and having its end oppofite to the noofe faftened to 
the faddie j and thus prepared they ride at а herd of 

' ' cattle.
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cattle. When they arrive within а certain diftance of 
а beaft, they throw their thong at him with fuch ex- 
aftnefs, that they never fail of fixing the noofe about 
his horns. The beaft, when he finds himfelf entan- 
gled, generally runs; but the horfe, being fwifter, 
attends him, and prevents the thong from being too 
niuch ftrained, till а fecond hunter, who follows the 
game, throws another noofe about one of its hind 
legs; and this being done, both horfes (for they are 
trained to this praétice) inftantly turn different ways, 
in ordet to ftrain the two thongs in contrary direc- 
tions, on which the beaft, by their oppofite pulls, is 
prefently overthrown, and then the horfes ftop, keep- 
ing the thongs ftill upon the ftretch. Being thus 
on the ground, and incapable of refiftance, (for he is 
extended between the two horfes) the hunters alight, 
and fecure him in fuch а manner, that they afterwards 
eafily convey him to whatever place they pleafe. 
They in like mannér noofe horfes, and, as it is faid, 
even tigers; and, however ftrange this laft circum- 
ftance may appear, there are not wanting perfons of 
credit who affert it.

The cattle which are killed in the manner alrea- 
dy obferved, are flaughtered only for their hides 
and tallow, to which fometimes are added their 
tongues; but the reft of their fiefh is left to putrify, 
or to be devoured by the birds and wild beafts. The 
greateft part of this carrion falls to the Ihare of the 
wild dogs, of which there are immenfe numbers to 
be found in that country; originally fuppofed to 
have been produced by Spanifh dogs from Buenos 
Ayres, who, allured by the great quantity of carrion, 
and the facility they had by that means of fubfifting, 
left their mafters, and ran wild for they are plainly 
of the breed of the European dogs, ah animal not 
originally found in America. But though thefe dogs 
are faid to be forne thoufands in а Company, they 
hitherto neither diminifh nor prevent the increafe of 
the cattle, not daring to attack the herds, by reafon

2 " of
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of the numbers which conftantly feed together, but 
contenting themfelves with the carrion left ther^ 
by the hunters, and perhaps now and then with t 
few ftragglers, who by accidents are feparaxed frorr, 
the main body they belong to.

Befide the wild cattle, which have fpread thert- 
felves in fuch vaft herds from Buenos Ayres towarls 
the fouthward, the fame country is in like mannj- 
furnifhed with horfes. Thefe too were firft brougft 
from Spain, and are allo prodigioufly encreafed, an> 
run wild to а much greater diftance than the blach 
cattle : and though many of them are excellent, yei 
their number makes them of very little value j thc\ 
beft of them being often fold, in the neighbouringi 
fettlements, where money is plenty and commodities I 
very dear, for not more than а dollar a-piece. But, 
whatever plenty of flefh provifions may be found 
here, there is one material refrefhment which this 
eaftern fide of Patagonia feems to be very defeétive 
in, and that is frefh water •, for the land being gene
rally of а nitrous and faline nature, the ponds and 
ftreams are frequently brackilh: however, as good 
water has been found there, though in fmall quanti- 
ties, it is not improbable, but, on а further learch, 
this inconvenience may be removed.

To the account already given, muft be added, that 
there are, in all parts of this country, а good number 
of Vicunnas, or Peruvian fheep ; but thefe, by reafon 
of their ftiynefs and fwiftnefs, are killed with diffi- 
culty. On the eaftern coaft too, there are found 
immenfe quantities of feals, and а vaft variety of 
fea-fowl, among which the moft remarkable are the 
Penguins-, they are in fize and fhape like а goofe; 
but, inftead of wings, they have fhort ftumps like 
fins, which are of no ufe to them, except in the 
water: their bilis are narrow, like that of an albi- 
trofs, and they ftand and walk in an ereét pofture. 
From this, and their white bellies, Sir John Narbo- 
rough whimfically likened them to little children 
ftanding up in white aprons.

The
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The inhabitants of this eaftern coaft appear to be 

lut few, and have rarely been feen more than two 
cr three at а time, by any fhips that have touched 
lere. We, during our ftay at the port of St. Julian, 
fav none. . However, towards Buenos Ayres, they 

' a£ fufficiently numerous, and oftentimes very trouble- 
fjme to the Spaniards; but there the greater breadth 
ad variety of the country, and а milder climate yield 
hem a better proteftion for in that place the cond
ient is becween three and four hundred leagues in 
areadth ; whereas, at Port St. Julian, it is little more 
than а hundred : fo that I conceive the farne Indians, 
who frequent the weftern coaft of Patagonia, and the 
Straits of Magellan, often ramble to this fide. As 
the Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed thefe fouthern 
Indians in number, fo they greatiy furpafs them in 
aótivity and fpirit, and feem in their manners to be near- 
ly allied to thofe gallant Chilian Indians, who have long 
fet the whole Spanifh power at defiance, have often 
ravaged their country, and remain to this hour inde- 

I pendent. For the Indians about Buenos Ayres have 
learnt to be excellent horfemen, and are extremely 
expert in the management of all cutting weapons, 
though ignorant of the ufe of fire-arms, which the 
Spaniards are very follicitous to keep out of their 
hands. And, of the vigour and refolution of thefe 
Indians, the behaviour of Orellana and his followers, 
whom we have formerly mentioned, is а memorable 
inftance. Indeed, were we difpofed to aim at the 
utter fubverfion of the Spanifh power in America, no 
means feem more probable to effeél it, than due en- 
couragement and affiftance given to thefe Indians, and 
thofe of Chili.

Thus much may fuffice in relation to the eaftern 
coaft of Patagonia. The weftern coaft is of lefs ex- 
tent; and by reafon of the Andes, which ïkirt it, and 
ftretch quite down to the water, is а very rocky and 
dangerous Ihore. However, we fhall now return to 
St. Julian j whcre it muft be remembered, that the 

• ' bar
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bar at the entrance, is often ffiifting, and has many 
holes in it. The tide flows here north and fouth, and 
at füll and change, riles four fathom.

We, on our firft arrival here, fent an officer on 
ffiore in order to procure а quantity of faltfor the ufe 
of the fquadron, Sir John Narborough having ob- 
ferved, when he was there, that the fait produced in 
that place was very white and good, and that in Fe- 
bruary there was enough to fill а thoufand ffiips: 
but our officer returned with а fample which was very 
bad, and he told us, that even of this there was but 
little to be got i poffibly the weather had been more 
rainy than ordinary, and had deftroyed it.

The Tryal being nearly refitted, which was our 
principal occupation at this bay of St. Julian, and 
the fole occafion of our ftay, the commodore thought 
it necefiary, as we were now direétly bound for the 
South Seas, and the enemy’s coafts, to fix the plan 
of his firft operations: and therefore, on the 24th of 
February, а fignal was made for all captains, and а 
council of war was held on board the Centurion; at 
which were prefent the honourable Edward Legg, 
captain Matthew Mitchel, the honourable George 
Murray, captain David Cheap, together with colonel 
Mordaunt Cracherode, commanderof the land-forces. 
At this council Mr. Anl’on propofed, that their firft 
attempt, after their arrival in the South Seas, ffiould 
be the attack of the town and harbour of Baldivia, 
the principal frontier of the diftrict of Chili. Mr. 
Anfon informed them, at the fame time, that it 
was an artide contained in his majefty’s inftruétions to 
him, to endeavour to fecure lome port in the South 
Seas, where the (hips of the fquadron might be ca- 
reened and refitted. To this propofition made by 
the commodore, the council unanimoufiy and readily 
agreed-, and, in confequence of this refolurion, new 
inftruétions were given to the captains of the fqua
dron, by which, though they were ftill direéted, in 
cafe of feparation, to make the beft of their way to

Vol. III. U the
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the ifland of Neuftra Senora del Socoro, yet (notwith- 
ftanding the orders they had formerly given them at 
St. Catharine’s) they were to cruife off that ifland on- 
ly ten days; from whence, if not joined by the com
modore, they were to proceed, and cruife off the 
harbour of Éaldivia, making the land between the 
latitudes of 40°, and 400 : 30', and taking care to 
keep to the fouthward of the port: and, if in four- 
teen days they were not joined by the reft of the 
'fquadron, they were then to quit ftation, and to di
rekt their courfe to the ifland of Juan Fernandes, 
after which they were to regulate their further pro- 
ceedings by their former orders. The farne direc- 
tions were alfo given to the mafter of the Anna 
Pink, who was not to fail in anfwering the fignals 
made by any fhip of the fquadron, and was to be 
very careful to deftroy his papers and orders, if he 
fhould be fo unfortunate as to fall into the hands of 
the enemy. And, as the feparation of the fquadron 
might prove of the utmoft prejudice to his majefty’s 
fervice, each captain was ordered to give in charge 
to the refpeétive officers of the watch, not to keep 
their fhip at а greater diftance from the Centurion 
than two miles, as they would anfwer it at their 
peril: and, if any captain ffiould find his fhip beyond 
the diftance fpecified, he was to acquaint the com
modore with the name of the officer who had thus 
negleéted his duty.

, Thefe neceflary regulations being eftablifhed, and 
the Tryal floop completed, the fquadron weighed on 
Friday the 2/th of February, at feven in the morn- 
ing. and ftood to fea; the Gloucefter, indeed, found 
а difficulty in purchafing her anchor, and was left а 
confiderable way a-ftern, fo that in the night we fired 
feveral guns as а fignal to her captain to make fail, 
but he did not come up to us till the next morning 
when we found that they had been obliged to cut 
their cable, and leave their beft bower behind them. 
Standing now tb the fouthward, we had great expec- 

tation
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tation of falling iri with Pizarro’s fquadron-, for, 
dtiring our ftay at Port St. Julian, there had gene
rally been hard gales between the weft north welt and 
fouth wert, fo that we had reafon to conclude the 
Spaniards had gained no ground upon us in that in
terval. Indeed, it was the profpeét of meeting with 
them that had occafioned our commodore to be fo 
very folicitous to prevent the feparation of our ffiips : 
for, had we been folely intent on getting roUnd Cape 
Horn in the fhort^ft time, the propereft method for 
this purpofe would have been, to have ordered each 
fliip to have made the beft of her way to rendezvous, 
without waiting for the reft.

On the 4th of March we were in fight of Cape 
Virgin Mary, and not more than fix or feven leagues 
dillant from it. This Cape is the northern boundary 
bf the entrance of the Straits of Magellan-, it lies in 
the latitude of 520 : 21" fouth, and longitude from 
London 710 : 44' weft, and feems to be а low flat 
land, ending in а point. Off this Cape our depth of 
water was from thirty-five to forty-eight fathom. 
The afternoon of this day was very bright and clear, 

Sv.ith fmall breezes of wind, inclinable to а calm, and 
moft of the captains took the opportunity of this 
favourable weather to pay а vifit to the commodore : 
but, while they were in Company together, they were 
all greatly alarmed by а fudden flame, which burft 
out on board the Gloucefter, and which was fucceed- 
ed by а cloud of fmoke. However, they were foon 
relieved from their apprehenfions, by receiving infor
mation, that the blaft was occafioned by а fpark of 
fire from the forge lighting on forne gun-powder and 
other combuftibles, which an officer on board was 
preparing for ufe, in cafe we ffiould fall in with the 
Spaniffi fleet -, and that it had been extinguifhed, 
without any damage to the Ihip.

We here found, what was conftantly verified by 
all our obfervations in thefe high latitudes, that fair 
weather was always of an exceeding ïhort duration, 

U 2 And
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and that whcn it was remarkably fine, it was а certain 
prefage of а fucceeding ftorm ; for the calm and fun- 
fhine of our afternoon ended in а molt turbulent 
night. The wind frefhened from the fouth weft as the 
night came on, and encreafed its violence continu- 
ally till niné in the morning the next day, when it 
blew fo hard, that we were obliged to bring to with 
the fquadron, and to continue under а reefed mizen 
till eleven at night, having in that time from forty- 
three to fifty-feven fathom water, with black fand 
and gravel: and by an obfervation we had at noon, 
we concluded а current had fet us twelve miles to the 
fouthward of our reckoning. Toward midnight the 
wind abating, we made fail again ; and fteering fouth, 
we difcovered in the morning, for the firft time, the 
land called Terra del Fuego, ftretching from the 
fouth by weft to the fouth eaft one half eaft. This 
indeed afforded us but а very uncomfortable profpeft, 
it appearing of а ftupendous height, covered every 
where with fnow. We fteered along this fhore all 
day, having foundings from forty to fifty fathom, 
with ftones and gravel. And, as we intended to pafs 
through Straits le Maire next day, we lay-to at night, 
that we might not overfhoot them, and took this op- 
portunity to prepare ourfelves for the tempeftuous 
climate we were foon to be engaged in : with this 
view we employed ourfelves good part of the night in 
bending an entire new fuit of fails to the yards. At 
four the next morning, being the 7th of March, we 
made fail, and at eight we faw the land•, and foon 
after we began to open the Straits; at which time 
Cape St. James bore from us eaft fouth eaft, Cape 
St. Vincent fouth eaft one-half eaft, the middlemoft 
of The Three Brothers fouth and by weft, Monte- 
gorda fouth, and Cape St. Bartholomew (which is 
the fouthermoft point of Staten-land) eaft fouth eaft. 
If we had not happened to have coafted а confiderable 
way along fhore, we might have iniffed the Straits, 
and have got to the eaftward of Staten-land before 

we
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we knew it. This is an accident that has happened 
to manyfhips; particularly, as Frazier mentions, to 
the Incarnation and Concord, who, intending to pafs 
through Straits le Maire, were deceived by three hilis 
on Staten-land, like The Three Brothers, and forne 
creeks refembling thofe of Terra del Fuego, and 
thereby overlhot the Straits.

On occafion of this mention of Staten-land, we 
mult remark, that though Terra del Fuego had an 
afpeét extremely barren and defolate, yet this ifland 
øf Staten-land far furpafles it, in the wildnefs and 
horror of its appearance : it feeming to be entirely 
compofed of inacceflible rocks, without the leaft 
mixture of earth, or mould, between them. Thefe 
rocks terminate in а vaft number of ragged points, 
which fpire up to а prodigious height, and are all of 
them covered with everlafting fnow: the points them
selves are on every fide furrounded with frightful 
precipices, and often over-hang in а molt aftonilhing 
manner; and the hilis which bear them, are gene
rally feparated from each other by narrow clefts, 
which appear as if the country had been frequently 
rent by earthquakes; for thefe chafms are nearly per- 
pendicular, and extend through the fubftance of the 
main rocks, almoft to their very bottoms: fo that 
pothing can be imagined more favage and gloomy, 
than the whole afpect of this coaft. But to proceed:

I have above mentioned, that on the 7th of March, 
in the morning, we opened Straits le Maire, and 
foon after, or abqut ten o’clock, the Pearl and Tryal 
being ordered to keep a-head of the fquadron, we 
entered them with fair weather and а brifk gale, and 
were hurried through by the rapidity of the tide in 
about two hours, though they are between feven and 
eight leagues in length. As thefe ftraits are often 
cfteemed to be the boundary between the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, and as we prefumed we had 
pothing before us from hence but an open fea,

U 3 till
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till wc arrived on thofe opulent coafts where all our 
hopes and wifhes centered, we could not help per- 
fuading ourfelves, that the greateft difficulties of our 
voyage were now at an end, and that our mött fan- 
guine dreams were upon the point of being realifed. 
Thqs animated by thefe flattering delufions, we 
pafied thofe memorable ftraits, in fine ferene weather, 
ignorant of the dreadful calamities which were then 
impending, and juft ready to break upon us-, igno
rant that the time drew near, when the fquadron 
would be feparated never to unite again, and that 
this day of our paflage was the laft chearful day that 
the greateft part of us would ever live to enjoy.

We had fcarcely reached the fouthern extremity of 
the Straits le Maire, when öur flattering hopes were 
jnftantly loft in the apprehenfions of immediate de- 
ftruétion : for, before the fternmoft fhips of the fqua
dron were clear of the Straits, we obferved all tht 
prefages of an impending ftorm. Prefently the 
wind fhifted to the fouthward, and blew in fuch vio
lent fqualls, that we were obliged to hand our top- 
fails, and reef our main-fail; whilfl the tide too, which 
had hitherto favoured us, at once turned furioufly 
ågainft us, and drove us to the eaftward with prodi- 
gious rapidity j fo that we were in great anxiety for 
the Wagerand Anna Pink, the two fternmoft veflels. 
And now the whole fquadron, inftead of purfuing 

, -their intended courfe to the fouth weft, were driven 
to the eaftward by the united force of the ftorm, and 
of the currents •, fo that next day in the morning we 
found ourfelves near feven leagues to the eaftward of 
Straits le Maire, which then bore from us north weft. 
The violence of the current, which had let us with fo 
much precipitation to the eaftward, togetherwith the 
fiercenefs and conftancy of the w efterly winds, foon 
taught us to confider the doubling of Cape Horn as 
an enterprize that might prove too mighty for our 
efforts, though forne amongft us had lately treated 
the difficulties which former voyagers were faid to 
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have met with in this undertaking as little better than 
chimerical, and had fuppofed them to arife rather 
from timidity and unfkilfulnefs, than from the real 
embarraffments of the winds and feas: but we were 
now leverely convinced, that thele cenfures were 
ralh and ill-grounded.

From the ftorm which came on before we had well 
got clear of Straits le Maire, we had а continual fuc- 
ceflion of fuch tempeftuous weather, as furprifed the 
oldeft and molt experienced mariners on board ; and 
obliged them to confefs, that, what they had hitherto 
called ftorms, were inconfiderable gales, compared 
with the violence of thefe winds, which raifed fuch 
fhort, and at the fame time fuch mountainous waves, 
as greatly furpafled in danger all feas known in any 
other part of the globe. It was not without great 
reafon, that this unufual appearance filled us with con
tinual terror-, for, had any one of thefe waves broke 
fairly over us, it muft, in all probability, have fent 
us to the bottom. Nor did we efcape with terror 
only; for the fhip rolling inceflantly gunwale to, 
gave us fuch quick and violent motions, that the men 
were in perpetual danger of being dafhed to pieces 
againft the decks, or fides of the fhip. And though 
we were extremely careful to fecure ourfelves from 
thefe (hoeks, by grafping forne fixed body, yet many 
of our people were forced from their hold; forne of 
whom were killed, and others greatly injured.

Thefe tempells, fo dreadful in themfelves, though 
unattended by any other unfavourable circumftance, 
were yet rendered more mifchievous to us by their 
inequality, and the deceitful intervals which they at 
forne times affbrded. For though we were ofcentimes 
obliged to lie-to for days together under а reefed 
mizen, and were frequently reduced to lie at the mer- 
cy of the waves under our bare poles, yet now and 
then we ventured to make fail with ourcourfes double- 
reefed, and the weather proving more tolerable, would 
perhaps encourage us to fet our top-fails; after which 
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the wind, without any previous notice, would return 
upon us with redoubled force, and would in an in
flant tear our fails from the yards. And, tbat no cir- 
cumftance might be wanting which could heighten 
our diftrefs, thefe blafts generally brought with them 
а great quantity of fnow and fleet, which cafed our 
rigging, and froze our fails, thereby rendering them 
and our cordage brittle and apt to fnap upon the 
flighteft ftrain. This added greatly to the diffi- 
culty and labour of working the fhip; benumbing 
the limbs of our people, and making them incapable 
bf exerting themfelves with their ufual aétivity, and 
even difabling many of them, by mortifying their 
toes and fingers. It were endlels to enumerate the 
various difafters of different kinds which befel us 
during the courfe of this navigation. The fhip, by 
labouring in this lofty fea, was now grown fo loofe 
in her upper works, that fhe let in the water at every 
feam, lo that every part within board was conftantly 
expofed to the fea-water, and fcarcely any of the of
ficers ever lay in dry beds. Indeed it was very rare 
that two nights ever paflèd without many ot them 
being driven from their beds, by the deluge of wa
ter that came in upon them.

On the 23d we had а moft violent ftorm of wind, 
hail, and rain, with а very great fea; and though we 
handed the main top-fail before the height of the 
fquall, yet we found the yard fprung; and foon af- 
ter the foot-ropeof the main-fail breaking, themain- 
fail itfflf fplit inftantly to rags, and, in ipite of our 
endeavours to fave it, much the greater part of it 
was blown over-board. On this the commodore 
made the fignal for the fquadrcn to bring-to-, and 
the ftorm at length flattening to а calm, we had an 
opportunity of getting down our main top-fail yard 
to put the carpenters to work upon it, and of re- 
pairing our rigging. After which, having bent а 
new mainfail, we got under fail again, with а mo
derate breeze: but, in lefs than twenty-four hours,

WC
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we were attacked by another ftorm ftill more furious 
than the former•, for it proved а perfeét hurricane, 
and reduced us to the neceffity of lying-to under 
our bare poles. As our ftnp kept the wind better than 
any of the reft, we were obliged, in the afternoon, 
to wear {hip, in order to join the fquadron to 
the leeward, which otherwife we fliould have been 
in danger of lofing in the night: and, as we 
dared not venture any fail abroad, we were ob
liged to make ufe of an expedient, which anfwered 
our purpofe; this was putting the helm a-weather, 
and manning the fore-fhrouds. But though this me- 
thod proved fuccefsful for the end intended, yet, in 
the execution of it, one of our ableft feamen was 
canted over-board : we perceived, that, notwith- 
ftanding the prodigious agitation of the waves, he 
fwam very ftrong, and it was with the utmoft con
cern that we found ourfelves incapable of aflifting 
him. Indeed, we were the more grieved at his un- 
happy fate, as we loft fight of him ftruggling with 
the waves, and conceived, from the manner in which 
he fwam, that he might continue fenfible, for а con- 
fiderable time longer, of the horror attending his ir- 
retrievable fituation.

Before this laft mentioned ftorm was quite abated, 
we found two of our main-lhrouds, and one mizen- 
fhroud, broke; all which we knotted, and fet up im- 
mediately. From hence we had an interval of three 
or four days leis tempeftuous than ufual, but ac- 
companied with а thick. fog, in which we were ob
liged to fire guns almoft every half-hour, to keep 
our fquadron together. On the 3 ift we were alarmed 
by а gun fired from the Gloucefter, and а fignal 
made by her to fpeak with the commodore. We im- 
mediately bore down to her, and were prepared to 
hear of forne terrible dil'after •, but we were apprifed 
of it before we joined her, for we faw that her main- 
yard was broke in the (lings. This was а grievous 
misfortune to us all at this junóture ; as it was ob- 
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vious it would prove a hindrance to our failing, and 
woüld detain us the longer in thefe inhofpitable la
titudes. But our future fuccefs and fafety was not to 
be promoted by repining, but by refolution and ac- 
tivity’; and therefore, that this unhappy incident 
rnight delay us as little as poffible, the commodore 
ordered feveral carpenters to be put on board the 
Gloucefter from the other fhips of the fquadron, in 
order to repair her damage with the utmoft expedi
tion. And the captain of the Tryal complaining at 
the farne time, that his pumps were fo bad, and his 
Hoop made fo great а quantity of water that he was 
fcarcely able to keep her free, the commodore or
dered him a pump ready fitted from his own fhip. 
It was vcry fortunate for the Gloucefter and the 
Tryal, that the weather proved more favourable this 
day than for many days both before and after; fince 
by this means they were enabled to receive the afllft- 
ance which feemcd eflential to their prelervation, 
and which they could fcarcely have had at any other 
time, as it would have been extremely hazardous to 
have ventured а boat on board.

The next day, that is, on the ift of April, the 
weather returnqd again to its cuftomary bias : and on 
the third there came on а ftorm, which both in its 
violence and continuation (for it lafted three days) 
exceeded all that we had hitherto encountered. In 
its firft onfet we received а furious fhock from а fea 
which broke upon our larboard quarter, where it 
ftoved in the quarter-gallery, and rufhed into the 
fhip like а deluge ; our rigging too fuffered extreme
ly from the blow : among the reft, one of the ftraps 
of the main dead-eyes was broke, as was alfo а main- 
fhroud and puttock-fhroud ; fo that, to eafe the ftrefs 
upon the mafts and fhrouds, we lowered both our 
main and fore-yards, and furled all our fails, and in 
this pofture we lay-to for three days, when the ftorm 
fomewhat abating, we ventured to make fail under 
our courfes qnly. But even this we could not do 
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long; for the next day, which was the 7th, we had 
another hard gale of wind, with lightening and rain, 
which obliged us to lie to again till night. lt was 
wonderful, that, notwithftanding the hard weather 
we had endured, no extraordinary accident had hap- 
pened to any of the fquadron fince the breaking of 
the Gloucefter’s main yard: but this good fortune 
ïiow no longer attended us; for, at three the next 
morning, feveral guns were fired to leeward as fignals 
of difttefs: and the commodore making а fignal for 
the fquadron to bring-to, 'we, at day-break, faw 
the Wager а confiderable way to leeward of any 
of the other fhips, and foon perceived that the had 
loft her mizen-maft and top-fail yard. We imme- 
diately bore down to her, and found this difafter had 
arifen from the badnefs of her iron-work for all the 
chain-plates to windward had given way, upon the 
fhip’s fetching а deep roil. This proved the more 
unfortunate to the Wager, as her carpenter had been 
on board the Gloucefter ever fince the 3 ift of March, 
and the weather was now too fevere to permit him 
to return. Nor was the Wager the only fhip of the 
fquadron that fuffered in this tempeft •, for, the next 
day, а fignal of diftrefs was made by the Anna Pink, 
and, upon fpeaking with the mafter, we learnt 
that they had broke.their fore-ftay, and the garn
mon of the bowfprit, and were in no fmall danger 
of having all their malts come by the board ; fo that 
we were obliged to bear away until they had made 
all faft, after which we haled upon а wind again.

And now, after all our follicitude, and the nume- 
cous ilis of evcry kind to which we had been incef- 
fan tly expofed for near for ty day s, we had great con- 
folation in the flattering hopes we entertained, that 
our fatigues were drawing to a period, and that we 
fhould foon arrive in а more hofpitable climate, where 
we fhould be amply repayed for all our paft fufferings. 
For, toward the latter end of March, we were ad- 
vanced by our reckoning near io° to the weftward 
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of the weftermoft point of Terra del Fuego ; and this 
allowance being double what former navigators have 
thought neceflary to be taken, in order to сотрец- 
fate the drift of the weftern cujrent, we efteejned 
ourfelves to be well advanced within the limits of 
the Southern Ocean, and had therefore been ever 
fince ftanding to the nórthward with as much expedi
tion as the turbulence of the weather, and our frequent 
difafters permitted. And on the i^th of April, we 
were but а degree in latitude to the fouthward of the 
welt entrance of the ftraits of Magellan $ fo that we 
fully expefted, in а very few days, to have experi- 
enced the celebrated tranquillity of the Pacific 
Ocean.

Butthefe were delufions, which only ferved to ren
der our difappointments more terrible : for the next 
morning, between one and two, as we were (land
ing to the nórthward, and the weather, which had 
till then been hazy, accidentally cleared up, the Pinl$. 
made а fignal for feeing land right a-head; and, it 
being but two miles diftant, we were ajl under the 
той dreadful apprehenfions of running on (hore; 
which, had either the wind blown from its ufual 
quarter with its wonted vigour, or had not the moon 
fuddenly (hone out, not а (hip amongft us could pof- 
fibly have avoided : but the wind, which fome few 
hours before blew in fqualls from the fouth-weft, har
ing fortunately fhifred to weft north-weft, we were 
enabled to ftand to the fouthward, and to clear our
felves of this unexpeéled danger; and were fortunatp 
enough by noon to have gained an oifing of near 
twenty leagues.

By the latitude of this land we feil in with, it was 
agreed to be а part of Terra del Fuego, near the 
fouthern outlet defcribed in Frezier’s chart of the 
Straits of Magellan, and was fuppofed to be that 
point called by him Cape Noir. It was indeed той 
wonderful, that the currents fliould have driven us 
to the eaftward with fuch ftrength; for the wholp 
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fï[uadron efteemed themfelves upwärds of ten de- 
grees more wefterly than this land : fo that in running 
down, by our account, about nineteen degrees of 
longitude, we had not really advanced half that dif- 
tance. And now, inftead of having our labours and 
anxieties relieved by approaching а warmer climate 
and more tranquil feas, we were to fteer again to the 
fouthward, and were again to combat thofe weftern 
blafts which had fo often terrified us; and this too, 
when we were greatly enfeebled by our men falling 
fick and dying apace, and when our fpirits, dejeéted 
by а long continuance at fea, and by our late difap- 
pointment, were much lefs capable of fupporting us 
in the various difficulties which we could not but ex- 
peft in this new undertaking. Add to all this too, 
the difcouragement we received by the diminution of 
the ftrength of the fquadron; for, three days before 
this, we loft fight of the Severn and the Pearl in the 
morning, and though we fpread our fhips, and beat 
about for them forne time, yet we never faw them 
more. Füll of defponding thoughts and gloomy 
prefages, we ftood away to the fouth-weft, prepared 
by our late difafter to fufpeft, that how large l’oever 
an allowance we made in our wefting for the drift of 
the weftern current, we might ftill, upon а fecond 
trial, perhaps find it infufficient.

The improper feafon of the year in which we at- 
tempted to double Cape Horn, and to which is to 
be imputed the difappointment of falling in with 
Terra del Fuego, when we reckoned ourfelves above 
а hundred leagues to the weftward of that whole 
coaft, and, confequently, well advanced into the 
Pacific Ocean; this unfeafonable navigation, I fay, 
to which we were neceffitated by our too late depar- 
ture from England, was the fatal fource of all the 
misfortunes we afterward encountered. For, from 
hence proceeded the feparation of our fhips, the de- 
ftruftion of our people, the ruin of our projeét on 
Baldivia, and of all our other views on the Spanilh 
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places; and the reduktion of our fquadron, from the 
formidable condition in which it pafled Straits le 
Maire, toacouple of fhattered half-mannéd cruifers 
and а floop, fo far difabled, that in many climates 
they fcarcely durft have put to fea. To prevent 
therefore, as much as poffible, all fhips hereafter 
bound to the South Seas from fuffering the farne ca- 
lamities, we fhall infert in this place fuch diredions 
and obfervations, as either experience and refleétion, 
or the converfation of the moft fkilful navigators on 
board the fquadron could furnifh, in relation to 
the moft eligible manner of doubling Cape Horn; 
whether in regard to the feafon of the year, the 
courfe proper to be fteered, or the places of refrefh- 
ment both on the eaft and weft fides of South Ame
rica.

And firft, with regard to the proper place for re- 
frefhment on the eaft fide of South America. For 
this purpofe the ifland of St. Catharine’s has been 
ufually recommended by former writers, and on their 
faith we put in there, as has been formerly men- 
tioned: but the treatment we met with, and the 
fmall ftore of refrefhments we could procure there, 
are fufficient reafons to render all fhips for the future 
cautious, how they truft themfelves in the govern- 
ment of Don Jofe Sylva de Paz. And though future 
governors fhould themfelves deteft fo faithlefs а pro
cedure, yet as fhips are perpetually pafling from forne 
or other of the Brafil ports to the river of Plate, the 
Spaniards could fcarcely fail of receiving, by this 
means, cafual intelligence of any Britifh fhips ироц 
the coaft: which however imperfeét fuch intelli
gence might be, would prove of dangerous import 
to the views and interefts of thofe cruifers who were 
thus difcovered.

For the Spanifh trade in the South Seas running 
all in one track from north to fouth, with very little 
deviation to the eaftward or weftward, it is in the 
power of two or three cruifers, properly ftationed in 
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different parts of this track, to poffefs .themfelves of 
every (hip thatputs to fea : but this is only fo long as 
they can continue concealed from the neighbouring 
coaft-, for the inflant an enemy is known to be іц. 
thofe feas, all navigation is prohibited, and confe- 
quently all captures are at an end. Since the Spani- 
ards, well apprized of thefe advantages of the ene
my, fend exprefles along the coaft, and lay а gene
ral embargo on all their trade ; а meafure, which they 
prudentially forefee, will not only prevent their vef- 
iels being taken, but will foon lay any cruifers, who 
have not ftrength fufficient to attempt their places, 
under neceflity of returning home. Hence then 
appears the great importance of concealing all expe
ditions of this kind; and hence too it follows, how 
extremely prejudicial that intelligence, may prove, 
which is given by the Portuguel’e governors to the 
Spaniards, in relation to the defigns of fhips touch- 
ing at the ports of Brafil.

However, notwithftanding the inconveniencies we 
have mentioned of touching on the coaft of Brafil, it 
will oftentimes happen, that fhips bound round Cape 
Horn will be obliged to call there for а fupply of 
wood and water, and other refrefhments. In this 
cafe St. Catharine’s is the laft place I would recom- 
mend, both as the proper animals for а live ftock at 
fea, as hogs, fheep, and fowls, cannot be procured 
there, (for want of which we found ourfelves greatly 
diftreffed, by being reduced to live almoft entirely 
on fait provifions) and alfo becaufe, from its being 
nearer the river of Plate than many of their other 
fettlements, the inducements and conveniencies of 
betraying us are much ftronger. The place I would 
recommend is Rio Janeiro, where two of our fqua- 
dron put in after they were feparated from us in paf- 
fing Cape Horn : for here any quantity of hogs and 
poultry may be procured; and this place being . 
more diftant from the river of Plate, the difficulty 
of intelligence is fomewhat inhanced, and confequent- 
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ly the chance of continuing there undifcovered, ifi 
fome degree augmented.

I next proceed to the confideration of the proper 
cöurfe to be fteered for doubling Cape Horn. And 
here, I think, I am fufficiently authorized by our own 
fatal experience, and by а careful comparifon and 
examination of the journals of former navigators, to 
give this piece of advice, which in prudence I think 
ought never to be departed from: that is, that all 
fhips bound to the South Seas, inftead of paffing 
through Straits le Maire, fhould conftantly pafs to 
the eaftward of Staten-land, and fhould be invari- 
ably bent on running to the fouthward, as far as the 
latitude of 6i or 62 degrees, before they endeavoured 
to ftand to the weftward -, and that when they are got 
into that latitude, they fhould then make fure of iuf- 
ficient wefting, before they once think of fteering to 
the northward.

But as direétions diametrically oppofite to thefe 
have been formerly given by other writers, it is in
cumbent to produce reafons for each part of this 
maxim. And firft, as to the paffing to the eaftward 
of Staten-land. Thofe who have attended to the 
rifque we ran in paffing Straits le Maire, the danger 
we were in of being driven upon Staten-land by the 
current, when, though we happily efcaped being put 
on fhore, we were yet carried to the eaftward of that 
ifland: thofe who refleét on this, and the like acci- 
dents which have happened to other fhips, will furely 
not efteem it prudent to pafs through Straits le Maire, 
and run the rifque of fhipwreck, and after all find 
themfelves no farther to the weftward (the only rea- 
fon hitherto given for this praétice) than they.might 
have been in the farne time, by а fecure navigation 
in an open fea.

And next, as to the direétions I have given for 
running into the latitude of 61 or 62 fouth, before 
any endeavour is made to ftand to the weftward : the 
reafons for this precept are, that in all probability 
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the violence of the currents will be hereby ävoided, 
and the weather will prove lefs tempeftuous and un- 
certain. This laft circumftance we ourfelves expe- 
rienced moft remarkably. The air indeed was Very 
cold and fharp, and we had ftrong gales, but they 
werë fteady and uniform, and we had at the fame 
time funlhine and а clear fky; whereas in the lower 
latitudes, the winds every now and then intermitted, 
as it were, to recover new ftrerlgth, and then re- 
turned fuddenly in the moft violent gufts, threaten- 
ing at each blaft the lofs of our mails, which muft 
have ended in our certain deftruétion. And that the 
currents, in this high latitude, would be of much 
lefs efficacy than nearer the land, feems to be evin- 
ced from thefe confiderations, that all currents ruri 
with greater violence near the fhore than at fea, and 
that at great diftances from fhore they are fcarcely 
perceptible: indeed the reafon of this feems fuffici- 
ently obvióus, if we confider, that conftant currents 
are, in all probability, produced by conftant winds, 
the wind driving before it, though with а (low and 
imperceptible motion, а large body of water, which 
being accumulated upon any coaft that it meets with, 
muft efcape along the fhore by the endeavours of its 
furface, to reduce itfelf to the farne level with the 
reft of the oceam And it is reafonable to fuppofe, 
that thofe violent gufts of wind which we experien- 
ced near the fhore, fo very different from what we 
found in the latitude of fixty degrees and upwards, 
may be owing to а fimilar caufe j for а wefterly wind 
almoft perpetually prevails, in the fouthern part of 
the Pacific Ocean : and this current of air being in-*  
terrüpted by thofe immenfe hills called the Andes, 
and by the mountains on Terra del Fuego, which 
together bar up the whole country to the fouthward 
as far as Cape Horn, а part of it only can fofce its 
way over the tops of thofe prodigious precipices, 
whilft the reft muft naturally follow the direétion of 
the coaft, and muft range down the land to the fouth-
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ward, and fweép with an impetuous*  and irregulær 
blaft round Cape Horn, and the fouthermoft part of 
Terra del Fuego. However, not to rely on thefe 
fpeculations, we may eftablifh, as inconteftible, thefe 
matters of fad, that both the rapidity of the cur- 
rents, and the violence of the weftern gales, are lefs 
iênfible in the latitude of бі or 62 degrees, than 
nearer the Ihore of Terra del Fuego.

But though I am fatisfied from both our own ex- 
perience, and the relations of other navigators, of 
the importance of the precept I here infift on, that 
of running into the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, be
töre any endeaVours are made to ftand to the weft- 
ward; yet I would advife no fhips hereafter to truft 
iö farto this management, as to negled: another molt 
tfFential maxim, which is the making this paflage in 
the height of fummer, that is, in the months of De
cember and January. Indeed, if the mere violence 
of the weftern winds be confidered, the time of our 
paflage, which was about the equinox, was perhaps 
the moft unfavoUrable of the whole year; but then 
it muft be remembered, that independent of the winds, 
there are, in the depth of winter, many other incon- 
veniencies to be apprehended, which are almoft infu- 
pérable. As I would therefore advife all fhips to 
make their paflage in December and January, if pof- 
fible ; fo I would warn them never to attempt the 
doubling Cape Horn from the eaftward, after the 
month of March.

As to the propereft port for cruifers to refrefh at 
on their arrival in the lbuth Seas, there is fcarcely 
any choice; the ifland of Juan Fernandes being the 
only place that can be prudently recommended for 
this purpofe. For though there are many ports on 
the weftern fide of Patagonia, -between the ftraits of 
Magellan and the Spanifh fettlements, where fhips 
might ride in great fafety, might recruit their wood 
and water, and might procure fome few refrefh- 
ments; yct that coalt is in itfelf fo dangerous, from
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its numeroüs rocks and breakers, and from the vio- 
lence of the weftern winds, which blow conftantly 
füll upon it j that it is by no means advifeable to fall 
in with that land, at leaft till the roads, channels, 
and anchorage, in each part of it are accurately fur- 
veyed.

To this we may add, that as all our future expe
ditions to the South Seas muft run а confiderable 
rifque of proving abortive, whilft in our paffage 
thither we are under the neceflity of touching at 
Brafil-, the difcovery of forne place more to the 
fouthward, where fhips might refrefh and fupply 
themfelves with the neceflary fea-flock for their voy- 
age round Cape Horn; would be an expedient which 
would relieve us from this embarafiment, and would 
furely be а matter worthy of the attention of the 
public. Nor does this feem difficult to be effected. 
For we have already the imperfeét knowlege of two 
places, which might perhaps, on examination, prove 
extremely convenient for this purpofe : one of them 
is Pepy’s ifland, in the latitude of 47° fouth, and 
laid down by Dr. Halley, about eighty leagues to 
the eaftward of Cape Blanco, on the coaft of Pata- 
gonia; the other is Falkland’s ifles in the latitude of 
510 л lying nearly fouth of Pepy’s ifland. The firft 
®f thefe was difcovered by captain Cowley, in his 
voyage round the world in the year 1686; who re- 
prefents it as а commodious place for Ihips to wood 
and water at, and fays, it is provided with а very 
good and capacious harbour, where а thoufand fail 
of fhips might ride at anchor in great fafety •, that it 
abounds with fowls, and that as the (hore is either 
rocks or fands, it feems to promife great plenty of 
fifh. The fecond place, or Falkland’s ifles, have 
been feen by many fhips both French and Englifh, 
being the land Did down by Frezier, in his chart of 
the extremity of South America, under the title of 
the new Iflands. Woedes Rogers, who run along the 
north-eaft coaft of thefe ifles in the year 1708, teils

X 2 us,
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us, tliat they extended about two degrees in length» 
arid appeared with gentie defcents from hill to hill, 
and feemed to be good ground, interfperfed with 
woods, and not deftitute of harbours. Either of 
thefe places, as they are iflands at а confiderable dil- 
tance from the continent, may be fuppofed, from 
tlieir latitude, to lie in a climate fufficiently tempe
rate. It is true, they are too little known to be at 
prefent recommended as the moft eligible places of 
refrelhment for fhips bound to the fouthward: but 
if, on examination, one or both of thefe places fhould 
appear proper for the purpofe intended, it is fcarcely 
to be conceived, of what prodigious import a con
venient ftation might prove, fituated fo far to the 
fouthward, and fo near Cape Horn.

And as all difcoveries of this kind, though ex- 
tremely honourable to thofe who direkt and promote 
them, may yet be carried on at an inconfiderable ex- 
pence, fince fmall vefiels are much the propereft to 
be employed in this fervice; it were to be wifhed, 
that the whole coaft of Patagonia, Terra del Fuego, 
and Staten-land, were carefully furveyed, and the nu- 
tnerous channels, roads and harbours with which they 
abound, were accurately examined. The difeovery 
of this coaft hath formerly been thought of fuch con- 
fcquence, by reafon of irs neighbourhood to the 
Araucos and other Chilian Indians, who are generally 
at war, or at leaft on ill terms, with their Spanifh 
neighbours, that fir John Narborough was purpofely 
fitted out in the reign of king Charles II. to furvey 
the ftraits of Magellan, the neighbouring coaft of 
Patagonia, and the Spanifh ports on that frontier; with 
direktions, if poffible, to procure forne intercourfe 
with the Chilian Indians, and to eftablifh а corre- 
fpondence with them.

It is true, fir John Narborough did not fucceed 
in opening this commerce, which in appearance pro- 
mifed fo many advantages to this nation. However, 
his difappointment was merely accidental, and his 

. tranf-
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tranfaélions upon that coaft (befide the many valuable 
improvements he furnifhed to geography and navi
gation) are rather an encouragement for future trials 
øf this kind than any objeétipn againft them ; and jt 
appeared, by the precautions and fears of the Spani- 
ards, that they were fully convinced of the praótica- 
bility of the fcheme he was fent to execute, and ex- 
tremely alarmed with the apprehenfion of its confe- 
quences.

But to proceed on our voyage;----- after the mor*
tifying difappointment of falling in with the coaft of 
Terra del Fuego, when we efteemed ourfelves ten 
degrees to the weftward of it; we ftood away to the 
fouth-weft till the 22d of April, when we were in 
upward of 60 0 of fouth latitude, and by óur account 
near 6° to the weftward of Cape Nojrj jn this run 
we had а feries of as favpurable wearher as could 
be well expeöed in that part of the world, even in 
a better feafon : fo that this interval, fetting the in- 
quietude of our thoughts afide, was by far the moft 
eligible of any we enjoyed from Straits le Maire to 
the weft coaft of America. But on the 241}), in the 
evening, the yyind began to blow frelh, and foon in- 
creafed to а prodigious florm •, and the weather be- 
ing extremely thick, about midnight we loft fight 
of the other four fhips of the fquadron, which» not- 
withftanding the yiolence of the preceding ftorms, 
had hitherto kept in Company with us. Nor was 
this our fole misfortune ; for the next morning, pn- 
deavouring to hand the top-fails, the clue-lines and 
bunt-lines broke, and the fheets being half-flown, 
every feam in the top-fails was foon fpjit from top 
to bottom, and the main top-fail fliook fo ftrongly 
in the wind, that it carried away the top lanthorn, 
and endangered the head of the maft; however, at 
length fome of the moft daring of our men venturec} 
upon the yard,, and cut the fail away clofe to the reefs, 
fhough with the utmoft hazard of their lives; whilft, 
&t the farne tipie, the foretop-fail beat about the yard

X 3 with 
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with fo much fury, that it was foon blown tó piecèè: 
nor was our attention to our top-fails our fole' em- 
ployment, for the main-fail blew loofe, which obli- 
ged us to lower down the yard to fecure the fail, and 
the fore yard being likewife lowered, we lay to un
der а mizen. In this ftorm, befide the lofs of our 
top-fails, we had much of our rigging broke, and 
loft а main ftudding-fail-boom out of the chains.

On the 2£th, about noon, the weather became 
more moderate, which enabled us to fway up our 
yards, and to repair, in the beft manner we could, our 
fhattered rigging; but ftill we had no fight of the 
reft of our fquadron, nor indeed were we joined by 
any of them again, till after our arrival at Juan Fer
nandes : nor did any two of them, as we have fince 
Jearned, continue in Company together. This total 
and almoft inftantaneous Reparation was the more won- 
derful, as we had hitherto kept together for feven 
weeks, through all the reiterated tempefts of this tur
bulent climate. It muft indeed be owned, that we 
had hence room to expeft, that we might make our 
paffage in а fhorter time than if we had continued 
together, becaufe we could now make the beft of our 
way without being retarded by the misfortunes of 
the other fhips•, but then we had the melancholy re- 
fte&ion, that we ourfelves were hereby deprived öf 
the afiiftance of others, and our fafety would depend 
ttpon our fingie fhip; fo that if а plank ftartéd, or 
any other accident of the farne nature lhould täke 
place, we muft all irrecoverably perifh : or fhould 
we be driven on fhore, we had the uncomfortable 
profpeót of ending our days on forne defolate coaft, 
without any reafonable hope of ever getting off again : 
whereas, with another fhip in Company, all theie ca- 
lamities are much lefs formidable, fince one fhip at 
Jeaft might efcape, and be capable of preferving or 
relieying the crew of the other,

The remaining part of this month of April we had 
generally hard gales, although we had been every
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day, linee the 22d, edging to the northward; how- 
ever, on the laß day of the month, we flattered our- 
felves with the expeffation of foon terrninating all our 
fufferings; for we that day fqund ourfelves in the la
titude of 520 13', which being to the northward of 
the ftraits of Magellan, we were affured that we had 
compleated our paffage, and had arrived in the con
fines of the fouthern ocean •, and this ocean being de- 
nominated Pacific, from the equability of the feafons 
which are faid to prevail there, and the facility and 
fecurity with which navigation is there carried on, 
we hoped to experience fqme kind of compenfation 
for the complicated miferies which had fo conftantly 
attended us for the laft eight weeks. But here we 
were again dilappointed; for in the fucceeding month 
of May, our fufferings rofe to а much higher pitch 
than they had ever yet done, whether we confider 
the violence of the ftorms, the fhattering of our faiis 
and rigging, or the diminilhing and weakening of 
our crew by deaths and ficknefs, and the probable 
profpeót of our total dcftruäion.

Soon affer our paffing Straits le Maire, the feurvy 
began to make its appearance amongft us •, and our 
long continuan.ee at fea, the fatigue we underwent, 
and the various difappointments we met with, had 
occafioned its fpreading to fuch а degree, that at the 
latter end of April there were but few on board who 
were not, in forne degree, afflifted with it and in that 
month no lefs than forty-three died of it on board 
the Centurion. lp ,the month of May we loft near 
double that number ; and as we did not get to land 
till the middle of June, the mortality went on in- 
creafing, and the difeafe extended itfelf fo prodigi- 
oufly, that, after the lofs of above two hundred men, 
we could not at laft mufter more than fix fore-maft 
men in а watch capable of duty.

This difeafe, fp trequently attending long voyages, 
and fo particularly deftruétive to us, is furely the 
moft fingular and unaccountable of any that affeéts
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the human body : its fymptoms are inconftant and 
innumerable, and it is not eafy to compleat the long 
roll of its various concomitants. It orten produced 
putrid fevers, pleurifies, the jaundice, and violent 
rheumatic pains; and fometimes itoccafioned an ob- 
ftinate coftivenefs, which was generally attended 
witli а difficulty of breathing, and this was efteemed 
the moft deadly of all the fcorbutic fymptoms: at 
other times the whole body, but more elpecially the 
legs, were fubjeét to ulcers of the worft kind, at
tended with rotten bones, and fuch а luxuriancy of 
fungous flefh, as yielded to no remedy. But а 
moft extraordinary circumftance, and what would be 
fcarcely credible upon any fingie evidence, is, that 
the fears of wounds which had been for many years 
healed, were forced open again by this virulent dif- 
temper: of this, there was а remarkable inftance 
in one of the invalids on board the Centurion, who 
had been wounded above fifty years before at the 
battie of the Boyne; for though he was cured foon 
after, and had continued well for а great number of 
years paft, yet on his being attacked by the feurvy, 
his wounds, in the progrefs of his difeafe, broke out 
afrefh, and appeared as if they had never been healed. 
Nay, what is ftill more aftonilhing, the callus of а 
broken bone, which had been compleatly formed for 
а long time, was found to be hereby diflolved, and 
the fraéture feemed as if had nyver been confolidated. 
Indeed, the efrefts of this difeafe were, in almoft 
every inftance, wonderful; for many of our people, 
thobgh confined to their hammocks, appeared to 
have no inconfiderable fhare of health, for they eat 
and drank heartily; were chearful, and talked with 
mueh feeming vigour, and with а ftrong tone of 
yoice-, and yet, on their being the leaft moved, 
though it was only from one part of the fhip to the 
other. and that too in their hammocks, they have 
immediately expired ; and others, who have confided 
|n their feetping ftrength, and have refolved to get
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»ut of their hammocks, have died before they could 
well reach the deck: nor was it an uncommon thing 
for thofe who were able to walk the deck, and to do 
forne kind of duty, to drop down dead in an inftapt, 
on any endeavours to aét with their utmoft effort.

We entertained hopes, that when we fhould have 
once fecured our paflage round the Cape, we fhould 
put a period to this, and all the other evils which had 
lo conftantly purfued us. But it was our misfortune 
to find, that the Pacific ocean was to us lefs hofpitable 
than the turbulent neighbourhood of Terra del Fuego 
and Cape Horn. Fór being arrived, on the Sth of 
May, off the ifland of Socro, which was the firft 
rendezvous appointed for the fquadron, and where we 
hoped to have met with forne of our companions, we 
cruifed for them in that ftation feveral days. But here 
we were not only difappointed in our expeflations of 
being joined by our friends, and were thereby indue
ed to favour the gloomy fuggeftions of their having 
all perifhed •, but we were likewife perpetually alarm
ed with the fears of being driven on fhore upon this 
coaft, which appeared too craggy and irregulär to 
give us the leaft profpeét, that in fuch а cafe any of 
us could poflibly efeape immediate deftruftion. In 
forne places indeed we difeerned feveral deep bays 
running into the land, but the entrance into them 
were generally blocked up by numbers of little 
iflands; and had we been driven afhore by the wef- 
tern winds which blew almoft conftantly here, we 
did not expeét to have avoided the lofs of our fhip 
and of our lives.

This continued peril, which lafted for above а 
fortnight, was greatly aggravated by the difficulties 
we found in working the fhip; as the feurvy had by 
this time deftroyed fo great а part of our hands, and 
had, in forne degree, affeéted almoft the whole crew. 
Indeed, during the greateft part of the time we were 
upon this coaft, the wind blew fo hard, that in an- 
pcher fituation, where we had fufficient fea-room, we 

fhould
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Ihould certainly have lainto; but in the prefent ex- 
igency we were neceffitated to carry both our courfes 
and top-fails in order to keep clear of this lee-fliore. 
In one of thefe fqualls, which was attended by feve- 
ral violent claps of thunder, а fudden flafli of fire 
darted along our decks, which, dividing, exploded 
with а report like that of feveral piftols, and wounded 
many of our men and officers as it paffed, marking 
them in different parts of the body: this flame was 
attended with а ftrong fulphureous ftench, and was 
doubtlefs of the fame nature with the larger and 
more violent blafts of lightning which then filled the 
air.

It were endlefs to recite minutely the various difaf- 
ters, fatigues, and terrors, which we encountered on 
this coali ; all thelc went on increafing till the 22d of 
May, at which time, the fury of all the ftorms which 
we had hitherto encountered, feemed to be combin- 
ed, and to have confpired our deftruétion. In this 
hurricane almoft all our fails were fplit, and great part 
of our ftanding rigging brokenj and, about eightin 
the evening, а mountainous overgrown-fea took us 
upon our ftarboard-quarter, and gave us fo prodigi- 
ous а (hoek, that feveral of our Ihrouds broke with the 
jerk, by which our mails were greatly endangered; 
our ballaft and flores too wese fo ftrangely Ihifted, 
that the fhip heeled afterwards two ftreaks to port. 
Indeed it was а moft tremendous blow, and we were 
thrown into the utmoftconflernation from the appre- 
henfion of inftantly foundering-, and though the 
wind abated in а few hours, yet, as we had no more 
fails left in а condition to bend to our yards, the fhip 
laboured very much in а hcllow fea, rolling gunwale 
to, for want of fail to fteady her: fo that we expeét- 
ed our mafts, which were now very flenderly fup- 
ported, to come by the board every moment. This 
was the laft effort of that ftormy climate; for in а 
day or two after we got clear of the land, and found 
the weather more moderate than we had yet experi-

• eneed
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enced fince our paffing Straits Le Maire. And now 
having cruifed in vain for more than а fortnight in 
queft of the other ffiips of the fquadron, it was re- 
folved to take the advantage of the prefent favour- 
able feafon and the offing we had made from this 
terrible coaft, and to make the beft of our way for 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes. For thoiigh our nexe 
rendezvous was appointed off the harbourofBaldivia, 
yet we had the greateft reafon to fufpeft, that all buc 
ourlelves had periffied. Befides, we were by this 
time reduced to fo low а condition, that inftead of 
attempting to attack the places of the enemy, our 
utmoft hopes could only fuggeft to us the poffibility 
of laving the ffiip, and fome part of the remaining 
enfeebled crew.

To fave time, which was now extremely precious, 
and likewife to ävoid being engaged with а lee-ffiore, 
we refolved, if pofiible, to hit the ifland upon a me
ridian. And, on the 28th of May, being nearly in 
the parallel upon which it is laid down, we had great 
expeélations of feeing it: but not finding it in the 
pofition in which the charts had taught us to expeét 
it, we began to fear that we had gone too far to the 
weftward •, and therefore, though the commodore 
himfelf was ftrongly perfuaded, that he faw it on the 
morning of the 28th, yet his officers believing it to 
be only а cloud, to which opinion the hazinefs of the 
weather gave lome kind of countenance, it was, on а 
confultation, refolved to ftand to the eaftward, in the 
parallel of the ifland : as it was certain, that by this 
courfe we ffiould either fall in with the ifland, if we 
were already tothe weftward of it or ffiould at leaft 
make the main land of Chili, from whence we might 
take а new departure, and aflure ourfelves, by run
ning to the weftward afterward, of not miffing the 
ifland а fecond time.

On the joth of May we had а view of the conti
nent of Chili, diftant about twelve or thirteen leagues; 
the land made exceeding high and uneven,
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peared quite white; what we faw being doubtlefs а 
part of the Cordilleras, which are always covered with 
fnow. Though by this view of the land we afcer- 
tained our polition, yet it gave us great uneafinefs to 
find that we had fo needlefsly altered our courfe, 
when we were, in all probability, juft upon the point 
of making the ifland: for the mortality amongft us 
was now increafed to а molt dreadful degree, and 
thole who remained alive were utterly difpirited by 
this new difappointment. In this defponding condi- 
tion, with а crazy fhip, а great fcarcity of frelh water, 
and а crew fo univerfally difeafed, that there were not 
above ten fore-maft men in а watch capable of doing 
duty, and even forne of thefe lame, and unable to 
go aloft': under thefe difheartning circumftances, we 
ftood to the weftward-, and, on the cjth of June, at 
day-break, we at lalt difcovered the long-wifhed for 
ifland of Juan Fernandes.

Though, on the firft view, this ifland appeared to 
be very mountainous, extremely ragged and irregu
lär ; yet as it was land, and the land we fought for, 
it was to us а moft agreeable fight. Becaufe at this 
place only we could hope to put a period to thofe ter
rible calamities we had fo long ftruggled with, which 
had already fwept away above half our crew, and 
which, had we continued а few days longer at fea, 
would inevitably have completed our deftruftion.

, For we were by this time reduced to fo helplefs а 
condition, that, out of two hundred and odd men 
which remained alive, we could not, taking all our 
watches together, mufter hands enough to work the 
fhip cn an emergency, though we included the of
ficers, their fervants, and the boys.

The wind being northerly when we firft made the 
iflandj we kept plying all that day, and the next 
night,’ in order to get in with the land ; and wearing 
the fhip in the middle watch, we had а melancholy 
inftance of the almoft incredible debility of our peó- 
ple j for the lieutcnant coqld mufter no more than
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two quarter-mafters, and fix fore-maft men capablc 
of working ; fo that without the affiftance of the 
officers, fervants, and the boys, it might have proved 
impoffible for us to have reached the ifland, after we 
had got fight of it; and even with this affiftance 
they were two hours in trimming the fails. To fo 
wretched а condition was а fixty gun fhip reduced, 
which had pafled Straits Le Maire but three months 
before, with between four and five hundred men, al- 
moft all of them in health and vigour.

However, on the ioth in the afternoon, we got 
under the lee of the iftand, and kept ranging about 
it, at about two miles diftance, in order to look out 
for the proper anchorage, which was defcribed to be 
in а bay on the north fide. Being now nearer in with 
the fhore, we could difcover that the broken craggy 
precipices, which had appeared fo unpromifing at а 
diftance, were far from barren, being in moft places 
covered with woods; and that between them there 
were every where interfperfed the fineft vallies, clothed 
with а moft beautiful verdure, and watered with nu- 
merous ftreams and cafcades, no valley, of any ex- 
tent, being unprovided of its proper rill. The water 
too, as we afterwards found, was not inferior to any 
we had ever tafted, and was conftantly clear. The 
afpekt of this country, thus diverfified, would, at all 
times, have been extremely delightful; but in our 
diftreffied fituation, languifhing as we were for the 
land and its vegétable produktions, (an inclination 
conftantly attending every ftage of the fea fcurvy) it 
is fcarcely credible with what eagernefs and tranfport 
we viewed the fhore, and with how much impatience 
we longed for the greens and other refrefhments 
which were then in fight, and particularly the water: 
for of this we had been confined to а very fparing al- 
lowance а confiderable time, and had then but five 
ton remaining on board. Thofe only who have 
endured а long feries of thirft, and who can readily 
recal thb defire and agitation which the ideas alone of



3i8 ANSON’s VOYAGE
fprings and brooks have at that time raifed in them, 
can judge of the emotion with which we eyed а large 
cafcade of the moft tranfparent water, which poured 
itfelf from а rock near а hundred feet high into the 
fea, at а fmall diftance from the fhip. Even thofe 
amongft the difeafed, who were not in the very laft 
ftages of the diftemper, though they had been long 
confined to their hammocks, exerted the fmall remains 
of ftrength that were left them, and crawled up to the 
deck to feaft themfelves with this reviving profpeft. 
But at laft the night clofed upon us, before we had 
fatisfied ourfelves which was the proper bay to anchor 
in •, and therefore we refolved to keep in foundings 
all night, and to fend our boat next morning to dif- 
cover the road: however, the current ftiifted in the 
night, and fet us fo near the land, that we were 
obliged to let go the beft bower in fifty-fix fathom, 
not half а mile from the Ihore. Atfour in the morn- 
ing, the cutter was difpatched with our third lieu- 
tenant to find out the bay we were in fearch of, who 
returned again at noon with the boat laden with feajs 
and grafs; for though the ifland abounded with bet- 
ter vegetables, yet the boat’s-crew, in their fhort 
ftay, had not met with them; and they well knew 
that even grafs would prove а dainty, as indeed it 
was all foon and eagerly devoured. The feals too 
were confidered as frelh provifions j but as yet were 
not much admired, on account of the prodigious 
quantity of excellent fifti, which the people on board 
had taken, during the abfence of the boat.

The cutter, in this expedition, had difcovered the 
bay where we intended to anchor, which we found 
was to the weftward of our prefent ftation; and the 
next morning, the weather proving favourable, we 
endeavoured to weigh, in order to proceed thither: 
but though, on this occafion, we muftered all the 
ftrength we could, obliging even the fick, who were 
fcarce able to keep on their legs, to aflift us; yet the 
capftan whs fo weakly manned, that it was near four

. hours
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hours before we hove the cable right up ånd down: 
after which, with our utmoft efforts, and with many 
furges and fome purchafes we made ufe of to increafe 
our power, we found ourfelves incapable of ftarting 
the anchor from the ground. However, at noon, as а 
frefh gale blew toward the bay, we were induced to 
fet the fails, which fortunately tripped the anchor; and 
then we fteered along the fhore, till we came abreaft 
of the point that forms theeaftern part of the bay. 
On the opening of the bay, the wind that had be- 
friended us thus far, fhifted and blew from thence in 
fqualls; but by means of the head-way we had got, 
we loofed clofe in, till the anchor brought us up in 
fifty-fix fathom. Soon after we had thus got to our 
new birth, we difcovered a fail, which we made no 
doubt was one of our fquadron; and on its néarer 
approach, we found it to be the Tryal floop. We 
immediately fent fome of our hands aboard her, by 
whofe afliftance fhe was brought to an anchor be- 
tween us and the land. We foon found that the (loop 
had not been exempted from the fame calamities 
which we had fo feverely felt; for her commander' 
captain Saunders, waiti’ng on the commdoore, in- 
formed him, that out of his fmall complement, he 
had buried thirty-four of his men; and thofe that re- 
mained were fo univerfally affliéted with the fcurvy, 
that only himfelf, his lieutenant, and three of his 
men were able to ftand by the fails. The Tryal 
came to an anchor within us, on the i2th, about 
noon, and we carried our hawfers on board her, in 
order to moor ourfelves nearer in Ihore ; but thé wind 
coming off the land in violent gufts, prevented our 
mooring in the birth we intended. Indeed our prin
cipal attention was employed on bufinefs rather øf 
more importance: for we were now extremely occu- 
pied in fending on fhore materials to raife tents for the 
reception of the fick, who died apace on board, ahd 
doubtlefs the diftemper was confiderably augmented, 
by the ftench and filthinefs in which they lay ; for 
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the number of the difeafed Was fo great, and fo few 
could be fpared from the neceflary duty of the fails to 
look after them, that it was impoffible to avoid а 
relaxation in the article of cleanlinefs, which rendered 
the fhip extremely loathfome between decks. Not- 
withftanding our defire of freeing the fick from their 
hateful fituation, and their own extreme impatience to 
get on fhore, we had not hands enough to prepare the 
tents for their reception before the i6th; but on that 
and the two following days we fent them all on fhore, 
amounting to а hundred and fixty-feven perfons, be
lides twelve or fourteen who died in the boats, on their 
being expofed to the frefh air. The greateft part of 
our fick were fo infirm, that we were obliged to carry 
them out of the fhip in their hammocks, and to con- 
vey them afterward in the farne manner from the 
Water-fide to their tents, over а ftony beach. This 
was а work of confiderable fatigue to the few who 
were healthy, and therefore the commodore, accord- 
ing to his accuftomed humanity, not only affifted 
herein with his own laboür, but obliged his officers, 
without diftinélion, to give their helping hånds. The 
extreme weaknefs of our fick may in forne meafure 
be colleéted from the numbers who died aftgr they 
had got on fhore -, for it had generally been found, 
that the land, and the refrefhments it produces, very 
foon recovered moft ftages of the fea-fcurvy; and we 
fiattered ourfelves, that thofe who had not periffied 
on this firft expofure to the open air, but had lived to 
be placed in their tents, would have been fpeedily re- 
ftored to their health and vigour: yet, to our great 
mortification, it was near twenty days after their land
ing, before the mortality was tolerably ceafed; and 
for the firft ten or twelve days, we buried rarely lefs 
than fix each day, and many of thofe, who furvived, 
recovered by very flow and inlenfible degrees. In- 
deed thofe who were well enough at their firft get
ting on fhore, to creep out of their tents, and crawl 
about, were.foon relieved, and recovered their health
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and ftrength in а very (hort time j bilt in the rett, the 
difeafed feemed to have acquired а degree of invete- 
racy which was altogether without example.

We fhall now proceed to give а diftinft account 
of this ifland, its fituation, produktions, and all its 
conveniencies; particulars we were well enabled to 
be minutely inftrufted in, during our three months 
ftay there ; and as it is the only eommodious place in 
thofe feas, where Bridfh cruifcrs can refrelh after their 
paffage round Cape Hom, and where they may re- 
main for fome time without alarming the Spanifti 
coaft, Mr. Anfon was particularly induftrious in 
direéting- the roads and coafts to be furveyed, anci 
other obfervatiorts to be made, knowing, from his 
own experience, of how great confequence thefe ma
terials might prove to any Britifh veffels hereafter em*  
ployed in thofe feas.

The ifland of Juan Fernandes lies in the latitude of 
33° : 40' fouth, and is а hundred and ten leagues 
diftant from the continent of Chili. It is faid to have 
reccived its name from а Spaniard, who formerly 
procured а grant of it, and refided there fome time with 
а view of fettling on it, but afterward abandoned it. 
The ifland is of an irregulär figure; its greateft ex- 
tent is between four and five leagues, and its greateft 
breadth fomewhat fhort of two leagues. The only 
fafe anchoring at this ifland is on the north fide, where 
are three bays •, the middlemoft, known by the name 
of Cumberland Bay, is the wideft and deepeft, and 
in all refpekts much the beft;, for the other two, de- 
nominated the eaft and weft bays, are fcarcely more 
than good landing places, where boats may conveni- 
ently put their calks on fhore.

As Cumberland Bay is by far thd móft Commodi- 
ous road in the ifland; fo it is advifeable for all fhips 
to anchor on the weftern fide of this bay, within little 
more than two cables length of the beach. Неге 
they may ride in forty fathom water, and be, in а 
great meafure, Iheltered from а large heavy fea, which 
comes rolling in whenever an eaftern or а weftern

Vol. III. Y wind
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wind blows. It is however expedient, in this cafe, to 
cackle or arm the cables with an iron chain, or good 
rounding, for five or fix fathom from the anchor, to> 
fecure them from being rubbed by the foulnefs of the 
ground.

А northerly wind, to which alone this bajf is ex- 
pofed, very rarely blew during our ftay here; and as 
it was then winter, it may be fuppofed, in other fea- 
fbns, to be lefs frequent. Indeed, in thofe few in- 
ftances, when it was in that quarter, it did not blow 
with any great force: but this perhaps might be ow
ing to the high-lands on the fouthward of the bay, 
which checked its current, and thereby abated its 
violence; for we had reafon to fuppofe, that а few 
leagues off, it blew with confiderable ftrength, fince 
it fometimes drove before it а prodigious fea, in 
which we rode fore-caftle in. But though the northern 
winds are never to be apprehended, yet the fouthern 
winds, which generally prevail here, frequently blow 
off the land in violent gufts and fqualls, which how
ever rarely laft longer than two or three minutes.

The northern part of this ifland is compofed of 
high craggy hills, many of them inacceffible, though 
generally covered with trees. The foil of this part is 
loofe and fhallow, fo that very large trees on the hills 
foon perifh for want of root, and are then eafily over- 
turned; which occafioned the unfortunate death of 
one of our failors, who being upon the hills in fearch 
of goats, caught hold of а tree upon а declivity to 
affift him in his afcent, and this giv.ing way, he im- 
mediately rolled down the hill, and though in his fall 
he faftened on another tree of confiderable bulk, yet 
that allo giving way, he feil amongft the rocks, and 
was dafhed to pieces. Mr. Brett likewife met with 
an accident only by refting his back againft а tree, 
near as large about as himfelf, which ftood on а Поре; 
for the tree giving way, he feil to а confiderable dif- 
tance, though without receiving any injury. Our 
prifoners (whom, as will be related in the fequel, we 
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afterward brought in here) remarked, that the ap- 
pearance of the hilis in fome part of the ifland refem- 
bled that of the mountains in Chili, where the gold 
is found: fo that it is not impoflible but mines might 
be difcovered here. We obièrved, in fome places, 
feveral h.lls of а peculiar fort of red earth, exceeding 
vermillion in colour, which, perhaps, on examina
tion, might prove ufeful for many purpofes. The 
fouthern, or rather the fouth weft part of the ifland, 
is widely different from the reft, being dry, ftony, 
deftitute of trees, and very flat and low, compared 
with the hilis on the northern part. This part of 
the ifland is never frequentc-d by (hips, being fur- 
rounded by а fteep fhore, and having little or no frefli 
water; and befide, it is expofed to the foutherly 
wind, which generally blows here the whole year 
round, and in the winter folftice very hard.

The trees of which the woods on the northern fide 
of the ifland are compofed, are moft of them aroma
tics, and of many different forts : there are none of 
them of а fize to yield any confiderable timber, ex- 
cept the myrtle-trees, which are the largeft on the 
ifland, and fupplied us with all the timber we made 
ufe of; but even thefe wou ld not work to а greater 
length than forty feer. The top of the myrtle-tree 
is circular, and appears as uniform and regulär, as if 
it had been clioped by art; it bears on its bark an 
excrefcence like mofs, which in tafle and fmell re- 
fembles garlic, and was ufed by our people inftead 
of it. We found here too the pimento- tree and iike- 
wife the cabbage-tree, thpugh in no great plenty. 
And, befide а great number of plants of various kinds, 
which ve were not botanifts enough either to de- 
fcribe, or attend to; we found here almoft all the 
vegetables, which are ufually efteemed to be particu- 
larly adapted to the eure of thofe fcorbutic diforders, 
which are contraéled by falt diet and long voyages. 
Thefe vegetables, with the fifh and flefh we got here,
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were notonly extremelygratefulto ourpalates, afterthe 
long courfe of lait diet which we had been confined to, 
but were likewife of the moft falutary confequence to 
our fick, and of no mean lervice to thofe who were 
well.

To the vegetables I have already mentioned, of 
which we made perpetual ufe, I mult add, that we 
found many acres of ground covered with oats and 
elover.

The excellence of the climate and the loofenefs of 
the foil render this place cxtremely proper for all kinds 
of vegetation; for if the ground be any where acci- 
denta'lly turned up, it is immediately overgrown with 
turnips and Sicilian radilhes-, Mr. Anfon therofore 
having with him garden-feeds of all kinds, and ftones 
of different forts of fruits, he, for the better accom- 
modation of his countrymen who Ihould hereafter 
touch here, fowed both lettuces, carrots, and other 
garden plants, and fet in the woods а great variety of 
plumb, apricot, and pcach ftones: and thefe laft he 
has been informed have fince thriven to а very re
markable degree.

This may in general fuffice as to the foil and vege- 
table produ&ions of this place: but the face of the 
country, at leaft of the north part of the ifland, is 
fo extremely fingular, that I cannot avoid giving it 
а particular confideration. I have already taken no
tice of the wild, inhofpitable air with which it firft 
appeared to us, and the gradual improvement of this 
uncouth landlcape as we drew nearer, till we were ar 
laft captivated by the numerous beauties we difcover- 
ed on the lhore. And muit now add, that we found, 
during the time of our refidence there, that the in
land parts of the ifland did no ways fall fhort of the 
fanguine prepoffeffions which we firft entertained in 
their favour. For the woods, which covered moft of 
the fteepeft hills/were free from all bufhes and under- 
wood, and afforded an eafy paffage through every part 
of themj and the irregularities of the hills and preci- 
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pices, in the northern part of the ifland, neceftarily 
traced out by their various combinations а great num- 
ber of romantic vallies •, moft of which had а ftream 
of the cleareft water running through them, that tum- 
bled in cafcades from rock to rock, as the bottom of 
the valley, by the courfe of the heighbouring hills, 
was at any time broken into а fudden fharp defcent: 
forne particular fpots occurrcd in thefe vallies, where 
the fliade and fragrance of the contiguous woods, the 
loftinefs of the overhanging rocks, and the tranfpa- 
rency and frequent falls of the neighbouring ftreams, 
prefented fcenes of fuch elegance and dignity, as 
would with difficulty be rivalled in any other part of 
the globe. It is in this place, perhaps, that the fim- 
ple produótions of unaffifted nature may be faid to 
excel all the fiftitious defcriptions of the moft ani- 
mated imagination. I ftiall finifh this artide with а 
ïhort account of that fpot where the commodore 
pitched his tent, and which he made choice of for his 
own refidence, though I defpair of conveying an ade
quate idea of its beauty. The piece of ground which 
he chofe was a fmall lawn, that lay on а little afcent, 
at the diftance of about half а mile from the fea. In 
the front of his tent there was а large avenue cut 
through the woods to the fea-fide, which floping to 
the water with а gentie defcent, opened а profpeét 
of the bay and the fhips at anchor. This lawn was 
fcreened behind by a tall wood of myrtie fweeping 
round it, in the form of а theatre, the Поре on 
which the wood ftood, rifing with а much fharper 
afcent than the lawn itfelf; though not fo much, but 
that the hills and precipices within land towered up 
confiderably above the tops of the trees, and added 
to the grandeur of the view. There were, befide, 
two ftreams of cryftal water, which ran on the right 
and left of the tent, within an hundred yards diftance, 
and were fliaded by the trees which fkirting the lawn 
on either fide, compleated the fymmetry of the 
whole.

Y 3 Former
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Former writers have related, that this ifland 

abounded with vaft nurpbers of goats, and their ac
counts are not to be qiieflioned, this place being the 

, ufual haunc of the buccaneers and privateers, who 
formerly frequented thofe feas. And rhere are two 
inftances; one of а Mufquitp Indian, and the other 
of Alexander Selkirk, а Scotchman, who were left 
there by their refpeétive fhips, and lived alone upon 
this ifland for forne years, and cpnfpquently were no 
ftrangers to its produce. Selkirk, who was the laft, 
after а ftay of between four and five years, was taken 
off the place by the Duke and Duchefs privateers of 
Briftol, as may be feen at large in the journal of their 
voyage *.  His raanner of life, during his folitude, 
was in moft particulars very remarkable •, but there is 
one circumftance he relates, which was ftrangely ve- 
rified by our own obfervation. He teils us, amongft 
other things, that as he often caught more goats than 
he wanted, he fometimes marked their ears and let 
them go. This was about thirty-two years before our 
arrival at the ifland. Now it happened, that the 
firft goat that was killed by our people at their land
ing had its ears flit, whence we concluded, that he 
had doubtlefs been formerly under the power of Sel
kirk. This was indeed an animal of а moft vener
able afpeét, dignified with an exceeding majeftic 
beard, and with maqy other fymptoms of antiquity. 
During our flay on the iflaqd, we met with pthers 
marked in the farne manner, all the males beipg diflin- 
guifhed by an exuberance of beard, and every other 
charafteriftic of extreme age.

• Seep. 137 of this volume.

But the Spaniards being informed of the advantages 
which the buccaneers and privateers drew from the pro- 
vifions which goat-flefh here furnifhed them with, 
have endeavoured to extirpate the breed, thereby to 
deprive their enemies of this relief. For this purpofe, 
they put on fhore great numbers of large dpgs, whq
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have increafed apace, and have deftroyed all the goats 
in the acceflible part of the country ■, fo that therc 
now remain only а few amongft the craggs and preci- 
pices, where the dogs cannot fpllow them. By this 
means we found it extremely difficult to kill them; 
and yet we were fo defirous of their flelh, which we 
all agreed much refembled venifon, that we got 
knowledge, I.believe, of all their herds, and it was 
conceived, by comparing their numbers together, 
that they fcarcely exceeded two hundred upon the 
whole ifland. Thefe dogs, who are mallers of all the 
acceflible parts of the ifland, are of various kinds, 
forne of them very large, and are multiplied to а pro- 
digious degree. They fometimes came down to our 
habitations at nighr, and Hole our provifions; and 
once or twice they fet upon fingie perfons, but aflift- 
ance being at hand, they were driven off without do- 
ing any mifchief. As at prefent it is rare for goats 
to fall in their way, we conceived that they lived 
principally upon young feals; and indeed fome of our 
people had the curiofity to kill dogs fometimes and 
drefs them, and it feemed to be agreed that they had 
а fifhy talie.

Goats-flelh being fcarce, and our people growing 
tired of filh, they at lall condefcended to eat feals, 
which by degrees they came to relifh, and called it 
lamb. The feal, numbers of which haunt this ifland, 
hath been fo often mentioned by former writers, that 
it is unneceffary to fay any thing particular about 
them in this place. But there is another amphjbious 
creature to be met with here, called а fea-lion, that 
bears fome refemblance to а feal, though it is much 
largef. This too we eat under the denomination of 
beef; and as it is fo extraordinary an animal, it well 
merits а particular defcription. They are in fize, 
when arrived at their full growth, from twelve to 
twenty feet in length, and from eight to fifteen in 
circumference : they are extremely fat, fo that after 
cut through the Ikin, which is about an inch in thick-
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nefs, there is at leaft а foot of fat before you can 
come at either Jean or bones; and we experienced 
more than once, that the fat of forne of the largeft 
pfforded а butt of oil. They are likewife very 
füll of biood, for if they are deeply wounded in 
а dozen places, there will inftantly gufti out as many 
fountains of biood, fpouting to а confiderable dif- 
tance : and to try what quantity of biood they con- 
tained, we (hot one firft, and then cut its throat, and 
jneafuring the biood that came from him, we found, 
that befides what remained in the vefiels, which to be 
iure was confiderable, we got at leaft two hoglheads. 
Their fkins are covered with fliort hair of а light dun 
colour, but their tails and their fins, which ferve them 
for feet on fhore, are almoft black; and are divided 
at the ends like fingers ; the web which joins them 
not reaching to the extremities, and each of thefe 
fingers is furnifhed with а nail. They have а diftant 
pefemblance to an overgrown feal, though in forne 
particulars there is а manjfeft difference between 
them, efpeciajly in the males. Thefe have а large 
fnout or trunk hanging down five or fix inches below 
the end of the upper jaw; which the females have 
not, and this renders the countenance of the male and 
female eafy to be diftipguifhed from each other; and 
befides, the males ar? of а much larger fize. Thefe 
animals divide their time equally between the land 
and fea, continuing at fea all the lummer, and com
ing on fhore at the fetting in of the winter, where 
they refide during the whole feafon. In this interval 
they bring forth their young, and have generally two 
at а birth j which they fuckl?, being at firft about the 
fize of а full-grown feal. During the time thefe fea-> 
Jiops continue on fhore, they feed on the grafs which 
grows near the banks of the frefh-water ftreams; and, 
when pot employed on feeding, flcep in herds in the 
pioft miry plapes they can find out. As they feem to 
be of а lethargie difpofition, and are not eafily 
awajeeped, each Jierd wa? obferved to place fome of 
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their males at а diftance, in the nature of centinels, 
who never failed to alarm, whenever any one attempt- 
ed to moleft, or even to approach them: and they 
were very capable of alarming, even at а confider- 
able diftance, for the noife they make is very loud 
and of different kinds, fometimes grunting like hogs, 
and at other times fnorting like horfes in füll vigour. 
They often, efpecially the males, have furious batties 
with each other, principally about their females. 
We were one day extremely furprized by the fight of 
two animals, which at firft appeared different from 
all we had ever obferved; but, on а nearer approach, 
they proved to be two fea-lions, who had been gor
ing each other with their teeth, and were covered over 
with biood: one of them, whom, from his fize and 
fuperiority, the feamen ufed to call the Balhaw, gene
rally lay furrounded with а feraglio of females, which 
no other male dared to approach; and he had not ac- 
quired that pre-eminence without many bloody con- 
tefts, of which the marks ftill remained in the nume- 
rous fears which were vifible in every part of his 
body. We killed many of them for food, particu- 
larly for their hearts and tongues, which we efteemed 
exceeding good eating, and preferable even to thole 
of bullocks: in general there was no difficulty in kill
ing them, for they were incapable either of efeaping 
or refifting i as their motion is the moft unwieldy that 
can be conceived, their blubber, all the time they 
are moving, being agitated in large waves under their 
Ikins. However, а failor one day being carelefsly em- 
ployed in fkinning а youngfea-lion, the female, from 
whence he had taken it, came upon him unperceiv- 
ed, and getting his head in her mouth, fhe with her 
teeth fcored his fkuli with notehes in many places, 
and thereby wounded him fo defperately, that, though 
ДІ1 poffible care was taken of him, he died in а few 
days.

Thefe are the principal animals which we found 
tfpon the ifland: for we faw but few birds, and thofe 
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chiefly hawks, blackbirds, owls, and humming birds. 
We faw not the Pardela, which burrows in the 
ground, and which former writers have mentioned to 
be found here; but as we often met with their holes, 
we fuppofed that the dogs had deftroyed them, as 
they have almoft done the cats: for thefe were very 
numerous in Selkirk’s time, but we faw not above one 
or two during our whole ftay. However, the rats 
ftill keep their ground, and continue here in great 
numbers, and were very troublefome to us, by infeft- 
ing our tents nightly.

But that which furnilhed us with the moft delicious 
repafts at this ifland, remains ftill to be defcribed. 
This was the filh, with which the whole bay was moft 
plentifully ftored, and with the greateft variety: for 
we found here cod of а prodigious lize ; and by the 
report of fome of our crew, who had been formerly 
employed in the Newfoundland fifhery, not in leis 
plenty than is to be met with on the banks of that 
ifland. We caught alfo cavallies, gr-opers. large 
breams, maids, filverfilh, congers of а peculiar kind, 
and above all, а black filh which we moft efteemed, 
called by fome а chimney fweeper, in Ihape refembling 
а carp. Befide the filh we have already mentioned, 
we found here one delicacy in greater perfeflion, both 
as to fize, flavour, and quantity, than is perhaps to 
be met with in any other part of the world: this was 
fea cray filh; they generally weighed eight or nine 
pounds apiece, were of а moft excellent tafte, and lay 
in fuch abundance, near the water’s edge, that the 
boat-hooks often ftruck into them, in putting the boat 
to and from the ftiore.

Having thus given the reader fome idea of the fite 
and circumftances of this place, which was to be our 
refidence for three months; I fhall now proceed to 
relate all that occurred to us in that interval.

The arrival of the Tryal floop at this iflandfo, foon 
after we came there ourfelves, gave us great hopes of 
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being fpeedily joined by the reft of the fquadron; and 
we were for fome days continually looking out, in ex- 
pectation of their coming in fight. But near a fort- 
night being elapfed, without any of them having ap- 
peared, we began to defpair of ever meeting them 
again-, as we knew that, had our fhip continued fo 
much longer at fea, we fhould every man of us have 
perifhed.

But on the 2ift of June, fome of our people from 
an eminence on fhore, difcerned а (hip to leeward, 
with her courfes even with the horizon; and they, 
at the farne time, particularly obferved, that fhe 
had no fail abroad except her courfes and her main 
topfail. This circumftance made them conclude 
that it was one of our fquadron, which had pro- 
bably fuffered in her fails and rigging as fevere- 
ly as we had done: but they were prevented from 
forming more definite conjeélures about her; for, 
after viewing her for а fhort time, the weather 
grew thick and hazy, and they loft fight of her. On 
this report, and no fhip appearing for fome days after, 
we were all under the greateft concern, fufpefting 
that her people might bein the utmoft diftrefs*for  warit 
of water, and fo diminifhed and weakened by fick- 
nefs as not to be able to ply up to windward : fo 
that we feared that, after hoving been in fight of the 
ifland, her whole crew would notwithftanding perifh 
at fea. However, on the 2Óth, towards noon, we 
difcerned a fail in the north-eaft quarter, which we 
conceived to be the very farne fhip that had been feen 
before, and our conjeétures proved true: and about 
one o’clock fhe approached fo near, that we could 
diftinguifh her to be the Gloucefter. As we had no 
doubt of her being in great diftrefs, the commodore 
immediately ordered his boat to her afliftance, laden 
with frefh water, filh and vegetables, which was а 
very feafonable relief to them; for our apprehenfions 
of their calamities appeared to be but too well 
grounded, as perh;ips there never was а crew in а 

mocf 
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more diflseffed fituation. They had already thrown 
over-board two thirds of their complement, and of 
thofe which remained alive, fcarcely any were cap- 
able of doing duty, cxcept the officers and their fer
vants. They had been а confiderable time at the 
fmall allowance of а pint of freffi water to each man 
for twenty-four hours, and yet they had fo little left, 
that, had it not been for the fupply we fent them, 
they muft foon have died of thirft. The ffiip plied 
in within three miles of the bay; but, the winds and 
currents being contrary, ffie could not reach the road. 
However, ffie continued in the offing the next day •, 
but as ffie had no chance of coming to an anchor, un- 
lefs the wind and currents ffiifted 5 the commodore 
repeated his affiftance, fending to her the Tryal’s 
boat manned with the Centurion’s people, and а far
ther fupply of water and other refreffiments. Cap
tain Mitchel, the captain of the Gloucefter, was un
der а neceffity of detaining both this boat and that 
fent the preceding day •, for without the help of their 
crews, he had no longer ftrength enough to navigate 
the ffiip. In this tantalizing fituation the Glouceiter 
continued, for near а fortnight, without being able 
to fetch the road, though frequently attempting it, 
and at forne times bidding very fair for it. On the 
gth of July, we obferved her ftretching away to the 
eaftward at а confiderable diftance, which we fuppof- 
ed was with а defign to get to the fouthward of the 
ifland ; but as we foon loft fight of her, and ffie did 
not appear for near а week, we were prodigioufly 
concerned, knowing that ffie muft be again in extreme 
diftrefs fer want of water. After great impatience 
about her, we difcovered her once more on the 16tb, 
endeavouring to come round the eaftern point of the 
ifland ; but the wind, ftill blowing direftly from the 
bay, prevented her getting nearer than within four 
leagues of the land. On this, captain Mitchel made 
fignals of diftrefs, and our long-boat was fent to him 
wich а ftore of water, and plenty of fiffi, and other 

refreffiments.
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refrelhments. And the long boat being not to bc 
fpared, the cockfwain had pofitive orders from the 
commodore to return again immediately; but the 
weather proving ftormy the next day, and the boat 
not appearing, we much feared fhe was loft, which 
would have proved an irretrievable misfortune to us 
all. However, the third day after, we were relieved 
from this anxiety by the joyful fight of the long- 
boat’s fails upon the water •, on which we fent the 
cutter immediately to her affiftance, who towed her 
along fide in а few hours; when we found that the 
Crew of our long-boat had taken in fix of the Glou- 
cefter’s fick men to bring them on (hore, two of 
which had died in the boac. We now learnt that the 
Gloucefter was in а moft dreadful condition, having 
fcarcely а man in health on board, except thofe they 
received from us: and, numbers of their fick dying 
daily, it appeared that, had it not been for the laft 
fupply fent by our long-boat, both the healthy and 
difeafed muft have all perifhed together for want of 
water. Thefe calamities were the more terrifying, as 
they appeared to be without remedy: for the Glou
cefter had already fpent а month in her endeavours 
to fetch the bay, and fhe was now no farther advanced 
than at the firft moment fhe made the illand; on the 
contrary, the people on board her had worn out all 
their hopes of ever fucceeding in it, by the many ex
periments they had made of its difficulty. Indeed, 
the farne day her fituation grew more defperate than 
ever, for after lhe had received our laft fupply of re- 
frefhments, we again loft fight of her; fo that we in 
general defpaired of her ever coming to an anchor.

Thus was this unhappy veflel bandied about within 
а few leagues of her intended harbour, whilft the 
neighbourhood of that place and of thofe circum- 
ftances, which could alone put an end to the cala
mities they laboured under, ferved only to aggravate 
their diftrefs, by torturing them with а view of the 
relief it was not in their power to reach. But fhe was 
at laft delivered from this dreadful fituation, at а 

time
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time when we leaft expected it; for after having loft 
fight of her for feveral days, we were pleafingly fur- 
prized, on the morning of the 23d of July, to fee 
her open the north eaft point of the bay with а flow- 
ing fail; when we immediately difpatched what boats 
we had to her affiftance, and in an hour’s time from 
our firft perceiving her, fhe anchored fafe within us in 
the bay. And now we were more particularly con- 
vinced of the importance of the affiftance and rcfrefli- 
ments we fo often fent them, and how impoffible it 
would have be<?n for а man of them to have furvived, 
had we given lels attention to their wants. For not- 
withftanding the water, the greens, and freffi provi- 
fions which we fupplied them with, and the hands we 
fent them to navigate the ffiip, by which the fatigue 
of their own people was diminiffied, their fick reliev- 
ed, and the mortality abated ; notwithftanding this 
indulgent care of the commodore, they yet buried 
above three fourths of their crew, and а very fmall 
proportion of the remainder were capable of affifting 
in the duty of the (hip. On their coming to anchor, 
our firft endeavours were to affift them in mooring, 
and our next to fend their fick on fhore; thefe were 
now reduced by deaths to lefs than fourfcore, of which 
we expefted to lofe the greateft part; but whether it 
was, that thofe fartheft advanced in the diftemper 
were all dead, or that the greens and frelh provifions 
we had fent on board had prepared thofe which re- 
mained for а more fpeedy recovery, it happened, 
contrary to our expeótation, that their fick were in 
general re’ieved and reftored to their ftrength, in а 
much fhorter time than our own had been when we 
firft came to the ifiand, and very few of them died on 
fhore.

After thus giving an account of the principal 
events, relating to the arrival of the Glouceft^r, in 
one conti nued narration, I ïhall only add, that we 
never were joined by any other of our (hips, except 
our viftualler, the Anna Pink, who came in about 
the middle of Auguft.

Our
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Our next employment, after fending our fick on 

fhore from the Centurion, was cleafing our fhip and 
filling our water. The firft of thefe meafures was indif- 
penfably neceflary to our future health; as the 
numbers of fick, and our deplorable fituation at fea, 
had rendered the decks moft intolerably loathfome. 
The filling our water appeared not lefs eflential 
to our fecurity, as we had realbn to apprehend 
that accidents might intervene, which would ob- 
lige us to quit the ifland at а very fhort warning. 
For fome appearances we had difcovered on fhore 
upon our firft landing, gave us grounds to believe, 
that there were Spanifh cruifers in thefe feas, which 
had left the ifland but а fhort time before our arrival, 
and might poflibly return thither again. The cir- 
cumftances, which gave rife to thefe reflexions were 
our finding on fhore feveral pieces of earthen jars, 
which appeared to be frefh broken: we faw too, 
many heaps of afhes, and near them fifh-bones and 
pieces of fifh, befide whole fifh, which were but 
juft beginning to decay. Thefe were certain indi- 
cations that there had been fliips at this place 
but а fhort time before we came there *;  and as 
all Spanifh merchant-men are inftruded to avoid 
the ifland, on account of its being the common ren
dezvous of their enemies, we concluded thofe who 
had touched here to be fhips of force: and not know
ing that Pizarro was returned to Buenos Ayres, and 
ignorant what ftrength might have been fitted out at 
Callao, we were under fome concern for our fafety. 
For notwithftanding the rank of our fhip, which 
would only have aggravated our difhonour, there was 
fcarcely а privateer fent to fea, that was not then an 
over-match for us. However, our fears on this head 
proved imaginary.

• See thefe appearances accounted for, in Ulloa’s voyage, at the 
latter end of our firft volume.
2

Whilft the cleaning our fhip and the filling our 
water went on, we fet up а large copper-oven on

fhore



536 ANSON’s VOYAGË
fhore near the fick tents, in which we baked bread 
every day for the fhip’s Company; for being extreme- 
ly defirous of recovering our fick as foon as poffible, 
we conceived that new bread, added to their greens 
and frefh fifh, might prove a powerful artide in their 
relief. Indeed we had all imaginable reafon to endea-« 
vour at the augmenting our prefent ftrength, as every 
little accident, which to a full crew would be infigni- 
ficant, was extremely alarming in our prefent helplefs 
fituation: of this, we had а troublefome inftance the 
3Oth of June; for at five in the morning, we were 
aftonifhed by а violent guit of wind diredly off fhorc, 
which inftantly parted our fmall bower cable about 
ten fathom from the ring of the anchor: the fhipat 
once fwung off to the beft bower, which happily 
ftood the violence of the jerk, and brought us up 
with two cables an end in eighty fathom. At this 
time we had not above а dozen feamen in the fhip, 
and we were appfehenfive, if the fquall continued, 
that we fhould be driven to fea in this wretched con- 
dition. However, we fent the boat on fhore, to 
bring off all who were capable of aéting; and the 
wind, foon abating of its fury, gave us an opportu- 
nity of receiving the boat back again with reinforce- 
ment. With this additional ftrength we immediately 
went to work, to heave in what remained of the 
cable, which we fufpected had received forne damage 
from the foulnefs of the ground before it parted; 
and, agreeable to our conjedure, we found that feven 
fathom and an half of theouter end had been rubbed, 
and rendered unferviceable. In the afternoon, wc 
bent the cable to the fpare anchor, and got it over 
the fhip’s fide; and the next morning, July i, be
ing favoured with the wind in gentie breezes, we 
warped the fhip in again, and let go the anchor in 
forty-one fathom; the eaftermoft point now bearing 
from us eaft one half fouth; the weftermoft north 
weft by weft; and the bay as before, fouth fouth 
weft; а fituation in which we remained fecure for the

• future«
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fiiture. However, we were much concerned for the 
lol's of our anchor, and fwept frequently for it, in 
hopes to have recovered it; but the buoy having 
funk at the very inftant that the cable parted, we were 
never ablc to find it.

And now as we advanced in July, fome of our men 
being tolerably recovered, the ftrongeft of them were 
put upon cutting down trees, and fplitting them into 
billets; while others, who were too weak for this 
employ, undertook to carry the billets by one at а 
time to the water-fide : this they performed, fome of 
them with the help of crutches, and others fupported 
by а fingle flick. We next fent the forge on fhore, 
and employed our fmiths, who were but juft capable 
of working, in mending our chain-plates, and other 
broken and decayed iron work. We began too the 
repairs of our rigging; but as we had not junk 
enough to make fpun-yarn, we deferred the general 
overhale, in hopes of the daily arrival of the Glou- 
cefter, who we knew had а great quantity of junk on 
board. However, that we might difpatch as faft as 
poffible in our refitting, we fet up а large tent on the 
beach for the fail-makers; and they were immediate- 
ly employed in repairing our old fails, and making 
üs new ones. Thefe occupations, with our cleanf- 
ing and watering the fliip, the attendance on our fick, 
and the frequent relief fent to the Gloucefter, were 
the principal tranfaftions of our infirm crew, till the 
arrival of the Gloucefter at an anchor in the bay. 
And then captain Mitchel waiting on the commo
dore, informed him, that he had been forced by the 
winds, in his laft abfence, as far as the fmall ifland 
called Mafa-Fuero, lying about twenty-two leagues 
to the weftward of Juan Fernandes; and that he en- 
deavoured to fend his boat on fhore there for water, 
of which he could obferve feveral ftreams, but the 
wind blew fo ftrong upon the fhore, and occafloned 
fuch а furf, that it was impofliblc for the boat to 
land; though the attempt was not altogether ufe-

Vol. III. Z leis, 
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lefs, for his people returned with a boat load of fifh. 
This ifland had been reprefented by former naviga
tors as а barren rock; but captain Mitchel afliired 
the commodore, that it was almoft every where 
covered with trees and verdure, and was near four 
miles in length : and added, that it appeared to him 
far from impoflible, but fome fmall bay might be 
found on it, which might afford fufficient Ihelter for 
any (hip defirous of refrefhing there.

As four fhips of our fquadron were mifling, this 
defcription of the ifland of Mafa Fuero gave rife to а 
eönjeéhire, that fome of them might poflibly have 
fallen in with that ifland, and might have miftaken it 
for the true place of our rendezvous. This fufpicion 
was the more plaufible, as we had no draught of ei- 
ther ifland that cöuld be relied on: and therefore, 
Mr. Anfon determined to fend the Tryal floop thither, 
as foon as fhe could be fitted for the fea, in ord er to 
examine at all its bays and creeks, that we might be 
fatisfied whether any of our mifling fhips were there or 
not. It was the 4th of Auguft before the Tryal was 
in readinefs ta fail, when, having weighed, it foon 
after feil calm, and the tide fet her very near the 
eaftern fhore: captain Saunders hung out lights, and 
fired feveral guns to acquaint us with his danger 
upon which all the boats were fent to his relief, who 
towed the floop into the bay; where fhe anchored 
until the next morning, and then weighing again, 

” proceeded on her cruife with а fair breeze.
And now, after the Gloucefter’s arrival, we were 

employed in earneft in examining and repairing our 
rigging; but in the ftripping our foremaft, we were 
alarmed by difcovering it was fprungjuft above the 
partners of the upper deck. The fpring was two 
inches in depth, and twelve in circumference-, how- 
ever, the carpenters on infpeóting it, gave it as their 
opinion, that fifhing it with two leaves of an anchor- 
ftock, would render it as fecure as ever. But, be- 
fide this defeét in our maft, we had other difticulties 

ia
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in refitting, from the want of cordage and canvas j' 
for though we had taken to fea much greater quan- 
iities of both, than had ever been done before, yet 
the continued bad weather we met with, had occa- 
fioned fuch а confumption of thefe ftores, that we 
were driven to great ftraits: as after working up all 
our junk and old (hrouds, to make twice-laid cord
age, we were at laft obliged to unlay а cable to work 
into running rigging. And with all the canvas, and 
remnants of old fails that could be muftered, we 
could only make up one complete fuit,

Toward the middle of Auguft our men being in
differently recovered, they were permitted to quit 
their fick tents, and to build feparate huts for them- 
felves •, as it was imagined, that by living apart, they 
would be much cleanlier, and conléquently likely to 
recover their ftrength the fooner: but at the farne 
time particular orders were given, that on the firing 
of а gun from the fhip, they fhould inftantly repair to 
the water-fide. Their employment on (hore was now 
either the procuring of refrefliments, the cutting of 
wood, or the making of oil from the blubber of the 
fea-lions. This oil ferved us for feveral purpofes, as 
burning in lamps, or mixing with pitch to pay the 
(hip’s fides, or, when worked up with wood-afhes, 
to fupply the ufe of tallow (of which we had none left) 
to give the (hip boot-hofe tops. Some of the men 
too were occupied in falting of cod; for there being 
two Newfoundland fifhermen in the Centurion, the 
commodore fet them about läying in а confiderable 
quantity of falted cod for а fea-ftore, though very 
little of it was ufed, as it was afterward thought to be 
as produ&ive of the fcurvy, as any other kind of fait 
provifions.

I have before-mentioned, that we had а copper- 
oven on (hore to bake bread for the fick; but it hap- 
pened that the greateft part of the flour, for the ufe 
óf the fquadron, was on board the Anna Pink : but 
the Tryal doop, at her arrival, informed us, that on 

Z 2 the 
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the 9th of May fhe had fallen in with our viélualler, 
not far diftant from the continent of Chili; and had 
kept Company with her for four days, when they were 
parted in а hard gale of wind. This afforded us forne 
room to hope that fhe was fafe, and that fhe might 
join us i but all June and July being paft without any 
news of her, we then gave her over for loft •, and at 
the end of July the commodore ordered all the fhips 
to а lhort allowance of bread. Nor was it in our 
bread only, that we feared а deficiency; for fince 
our arrival at this ifland, we difcovered that our purfer 
had negleéled to take on board large quan tities of fe- 
veral kinds of provifions, which the commodore had 
exprefsly ordered him to rCceive; fo that the fuppof- 
ed lofs of our viftualler, was on all accounts a morti- 
fying confideration. However, on Sunday, the 16th 
of Auguft, about noon we efpied а fail in the north- 
ern quarter, and а gun was immediately fired from 
the Centurion, to call off the people from fhore j 
who readily obeyed the fummons, repairing to the 
beach, where the boats waited to carry them on 
board. And being now prepared for the reception of 
this fhip in view, whether friend or enemy, we had 
various fpeculations about her: at firft, many ima- 
gined it to be the Try al floop returned from her 
cruife; though as fhe drew nearer, this opinion was 
confuted, by obferving fhe was а veflel with three 
mafts. Then other conjeélures were eagerly can- 
vafled, forne judging it to be the Severn, others the 
Pearl, and feveral affirming that it did not belong to 
our fquadron: but about three in the afternoon our 
difputes were ended, by an unanimous perfuafion that 
it was our viclualler the Anna Pink. This fhip, 
though, like the G'oucefter, fhe had fallen in to the 
northward of the ifland, had yet the good fortune to 
come to an anchor in the bay, at five in the after
noon. Her arrival gave us all the greateft joy; for 
each fhip’s Company was immediately reftored to 
their füll allowance of bread, and we were now 

frced
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freed from the apprehenfions of our provifions fall- 
ing fhort, before we could reach fome amicable 
port; а calamity, which in thefe feas is of all others 
the moft irretrievable. This was the laft fhip that 
joined us ; and the dangers lhe encountered, and 
the good fortune which lhe afterwards met, are 
matters worthy of а feparate narration.

On the firti appearance of the Anna Pink, it 
feemed wonderful to us how the crew of а velTel, 
which came to this rendezvous two months after 
us, fhould be capable of working their (hip in the 
manner they did, with fo little appearance of de- 
bility and diftrefs: but this difficulty was foori fol- 
ved when fhe came to an anchor; for we then 
found that they had been in а harbour fince the 
middle of May, which was near а month before 
we arrived at Juan Fernandes: fo that their fuf- 
ferings (the rifque they had run of fhipwreck only 
excepted) were greatly fhort of what had been un- 
dergone by the reft of the fqwadron. It feems, on 
the 16th of May, they feil in with the land, which 
was then but four leagues diftant, in the latitude 
of 45° 15' fouth. On the firft fight of it they wore 
fhip, and ftood to the fouthward, but their fore 
topfail fplitting, and the wind being weit fouth-weft, 
they drove toward the fhore; and the captain at 
laft, either unable to clear the land, or, as others 
fay, refolved to keep the fea no longer, fteered for 
the coaft, with а view of difcovering fome fhelter 
amongft the many iflands which then appeared in 
fight. The Pink had the good fortune to come 
to anchor to the eaftward of the ifland of Inchin; 
but as they did not run fufficiently near to the eaft 
fhore of that ifland, and had not hands enough to 
veer away the cable brifkly, they were foon driven 
to the eaftward, deepening their water from twenty- 
five fathom to thirty-five; and ftill continuing to 
drive, they, the next day, the tyth of May, letgo 
their iheet-anchor. This, though it brought thcm 
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up for а ftiort time, yet, on the i8th, they drove 
again, and were now within а mile of the land, 
and expeéted to be forced on fhore every moment, 
in а place where the coaft was fo very high and 
fteep too, that there was not the lealt prolpeft of 
faving the fhip or cargo: as there was no appear- 
ance of а landing-place, the whole crew confifting 
of fixteen men and boys, gave themfelves over for 
loft, apprehending, that ir any of them, by forne 
extraordinary chance fhould get on lhore, they would, 
in all probability, be maflacred by the favages on 
the coaft : for thefe, knowing no other Europeans 
but Spaniards, it might be expeéled they would treat 
all ftrangers with the farne cruelty, which they had 
fo often and fo fignally exerted againft their Spanifh 
neighbours. Under thefe terrifying circumftances, 
the Pink drove nonrer and nearer to the rocks which 
formed the fhore; but at laft, when the crew ex- 
peéted each inftant to ftrike, they perceived а fmall 
opening in the land, which raifed their hopes; and 
immediately cutting away their two anchors, they 
fteered for it, and found it to be а fmall channel 
betwixt an illand and the main, that led them into 
а moft excellent harbour, which, for its fecurity 
againft all winds and fwells, and the fmoothnefs of 
its water, may perhaps compare with any in the 
known world.

Неге lhe continued for near two months, and here 
her people, who were many of them ill of the fcurvy, 
were foon reftored to perfeift health by the frefh 
provifions, of which they procured good ftore, and 
the excellent water with which the adjacent lhore 
abounded. As this place may prove of the utmoft 
importance to future navigators, who may be forced 
upon this coaft by the wefterly winds, which are al- 
moft perpetual in that part of the world, I fhall, be- 
fore 1 enter into any farther particulars of the adven
tures of the Pink, give the beft account I could 
colleét of this port, its fituation, conveniencies, and 

pro- 
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produftions. lts latitude, which is indeed а mate
rial point, is not well afcertained, the Pink having 
по obfervation either the day before Ihe came here, 
or within а day of her leaving it: but it is fup- 
pofed that it is not very diftant from 45^ 30' fouth, 
and the largé extent of the bay before the harbour, 
renders this uncertainty of lefs moment. The ifland 
of Inchin lying before the bay, is thought to be 
one of the iflands of Chonos, which are mentioned 
in the Spanilh accounts, as fpreading all along that 
coaft, and are faid by them to be inhabited by а 
barbarous people, fa pous for their hatred of the 
Spaniards, and for their cruelties to fuch of that 
nation as have fallen into their hands. There are 
feveral fine runs of excellent frelh water, which fall 
into the harbour, forne of them fo luckily fituated, 
that the cafks may be filled in the long-boat with an 
hofe. The principal refrelhments they met with 
in this port were greens, as wild celery, nettle-tops, 
&c. (which after fo long а continuance at fea, they 
devoured with great eagernefs) Ihell filh and good 
йоге of geefe, lhags, and penguins. The climate, 
though it was the depth of winter, was not re- 
markably rigorous ; nor the trees, or the face of 
the country deftitute of verdure i whence in the 
fummer many other fpeCies of frelh provifion, be- 
fide thefe here enumerated, might doubtlefs be found 
tfiere. With all thefe ad vantages, this place is fo 
far removed from the Spanilh frontier, and fo llttle 
known to the Spaniards themfelves, that there is 
reafon to fuppofe, that by proper precautions, а fliip 
might continue here undifcovered а long time. It 
is moreover а poft of great defence, •, for by poflèfs- 
ing the ifland that clofes up the harbour, and which 
is acceflible in very few places, а fmall force might 
fecure this port againft all the ftrength the Spaniards 
could mufter in that part of the wo rid. All thefe 
circumftances feem to render this port worthy of а 
more accurate examination j and it is to be hoped,

Z 4 that
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■that the important ufes which this rude account of 
it feems to fuggelt, may hereafter recommend it to 
the attention of thofe who are more immediately en- 
trufted with the conduci of our naval affairs.

As to the people belonging to the Pink, being 
only а few in number, they did not dare to detach 
any of their people on diftant fearches ; fo that their 
excurfions were generally confined to that traft of 
land which furrounded the port, and where they 
were never out of view of the Ihip. Though had 
they at firft known how little foundation there was 
for their fears, yet the country in the neighbour- 
hood was. fo grown up with wood, and traverfed 
with mountains, that it appeared imprafticable 
to penetrate: whence no account of the inland 
parts could be expefted from them, Indeed 
they were able to difprove the relations given by 

.Spanilh writers, who have reprcfented this coaft 
as inhabited by а fierce and powerful people: for 
they were certain that no fuch inhabitants were there 
to be found, at leaft during the winter feafon fincc 
all the time they continued there, they faw no more 
than one Indian family, which came into the har- 
bour in a Periagua, about а month after the arri
val of the Pink, and confifted of an Indian near 
forty years old, his wife and two children, one three 
years of age, and the other ftill at the breaft. They 

. feemed to have with them all their property, which 
was а dog and a cat, а fifhing-nct, а hatchet, а 
knife, а cradle, forne bark of trees intended for the 
covering of a hut, а reel, forne worfted, а flint and 
fteel, and а few roots of а yellow hue and а very 
difagreeable tafte, which ferved them for bread. 
The malter of the Pink, as foon as he perceived 
them, fent his yaul, who brought them on board ; 
and fearing lelt they might difcover him, if they 
were permitted to go away, he took, as he con- 
ceived, proper precautions for fecuring them, but 
without any mixture of ill ufage or violence: for 



ROUND THE WORLD. -34.5 
in the day-time they were permitted to go where 
they pleai'ed about the fhip, but at night were 
locked up in the forecaftle. As they were fed in 
the farne männer with the reft of the crew, and were 
often indulged with brandy, which they feemed 
greatly to relifh, it did not at firft appear that they 
were much diflatisfied with their fituation ; efpecially 
as the matter took the Indian on fhore when he went 
а fhooting, (who always feemed extremely delighted 
when the matter killed his game) and as all the crew 
treated them with great humanity : but 4t was foon 
perceived, that though the woman continued eafy 
and chearful, yet the man grew penfive and rettlefs 
at his confinement. Не feemed to be а perfon of 
good natural parts, and though not capable of con- 
verfing with the Pink’s people, otherwife than by 
figns, was yet very curious and inquifitive; and 
fhewed great dexterity in the manner of making 
himfelf underttood. But the ttrongett proof his fa- 
gacity was the manner of his getting away •, for, 
after being in cuftody on board the Pink eight days, 
the fcuttle of the fore-caftle, where he and his fa- 
mily were locked up every night, happened to be 
unnailed, and the following night being extremely 
dark and ftormy, he contrived to convey his wife 
and children through the unnailed fcuttle, and then 
over the fhip’s fide, into the yaul and to prevent 
being purfued, he cut away the long-boat and his 
own periagua, which were towing a-ftern, and im- 
mediately rowed a-fhore. All this he condufted 
with fo much diligence and fecrecy, that he was not 
difcovered till the noife of his oars in the water, af
ter he had put off from the fhip, gave notice of his 
efcape; and then it was too late either to prevent or 
to purfue him, their boats being all a-drift. The 
Irdian too, by this effort, befide the recovery of 
his liberty, was in fome fort revenged on thofe who 
had confined him, both by the perplexity they were 
involved in from the lofs of their boats, and by the 

terror
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terror he threw them in at his departure: for on the 
firft alarm of the watch, who cried out, The Indians! 
the whole fhip was in the utmoft confufion, beljev- 
ing themfelves to be boarded by а fleet of armed 
periaguas.

As it was fuppofed that he ftill continued in the 
woods in the neighbourhood of the port, where it 
was feared he might fuffer for want of provifions, 
they eafily prevailed upon the marter to leave а quan- 
tity of fuch food, as they thought would be mort 
agreeable *to  him, in а particular- part where they 
jmagined he would be likely to find it: and there 
was reafon to conjefture, that this piece of huma- 
nity was not altogether ufelefs to him; for, on vi- 
fiting the place forne time aftér, it was found that 
the provifion was gøne, and in а manner that made 
them conclude it had fallen in to his hands.

But however, though many of them were fatis- 
fied that this Indian ftill continued near them; yet 
others would needs conclude, that he was gone to 
the ifland of Chiloe, where they feared he would alarm 
the Spaniards, and would foon return with а force 
fufficient tofurprize the Pink. On this occafion the 
marter of the Pink was prevailed on to omit firing 
the evening gun •, for it muft be remembered, (£nd 
there is а particular reafon hereafter for attending to 
this circumftance) that the marter, from an oftenta- 
tious imitation of the praftice of men of war, had 
hitherto fired а gun every evening at the ferting of 
the watch. This, he pretended, was to awe the ene- 
my, if there was any withiq hearing, and to con
vince them that the Pink was always on her guard ; 
but it being now reprefented to him, that his great 
fecurity was his concealment, and tliat the evening 
gun might poffibly difcover him, and ferve to guide 
the enemy to him, he was prevailed on to omit it for 
the future: and his crew being now well refrelhed, 
and their wood and water fufficiently replenilhed, he, 
in а few days after the efcape of the Indian, put to
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fea, and had a fortunate paflåge to the rendezvous at 
the ifland of Juan Fernandes •, where he arrived on 
the i6th of Auguft, as hath been already men- 
tioned.

The remaining fhips of the fquadron were the Se
vern, the Peari, and the Wager ftore-fhip : the Se
vern and Pearl parted Company with the fquadron off 
Cape Noir; and, as we afterwards learnt, put back 
to the Brafils : fo that of all the fhips which came.into 
the South Seas, the Wager, captain Cheap, was the 
only one that was mifïïng. This fhip had on board 
а few field-pieces mounted for land-fervice, together 
with fome coehorn mortars, and feveral kinds of ar- 
tillery ftores, and pioneers tools, intended for the ope
rations on fhore : therefore, as the enterprize on Bal- 
divia had been refolved on for the firft undertaking of 
the fquadron, captain Cheap was extremely follicitous 
that thefe materials, which were in his cuftody, might 
be ready before Baldivia; that if the fquadron Ihould 
poffibly rendezvous there, (as he knew not the con- 
dition they were then reduced to) no delay nor dif- 
appointment might be iipputed to him.

But whilft the Wager,' with thefe views, was mak- 
ing the beft of her way to her rendezvous off the 
iiïand of Socoro, whence (as there was little proba- 
bility of meeting any of the fquadron there) fhe pro- 
pofed to fteer direótly for Baldivia, fhe made the land 
on the i4thofMay, about the latitude of 470 fouth; 
and the captain exerting himfelf upon this occafion, 
in order to get clear of it, he had the misfortune to 
fall down the after-ladder, and diflocated his fhoul- 
der, which rendered him incapable of aéting. This 
accident, together with the crazy condition of the 
fhip, which was little better than а wreek, pre- 
vented her from getting off to fêa, and entangled her 
more and more with the land; infomueh that the 
next morning, at day break, fhe ftruck on а funken 
rock, and aner bilged, and grounded between two 
fmall iflands, at about а mufket-fhot from the fhore.

In
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In this fituation the fhip continued entire а long 

time, fo that all the crew had it in their power to 
get fafe on fhore; but а general confufion taking 
place, numbers of them, inftead of confulting their 
faftty, or refleding on their calamitous' condition, feil 
to pillaging the fhip, arming themfelves with the 
'firft weapons that came to hand, and threatening to 
murder all who lhould oppofe them. This frenzy 
was greatly heightened by the liquors they found on 
board, with which they got fo extremely drunk, that 
fome of them falling down between decks, were 
drowned, as the water flowed into the wreek ; be- 
ing incapabie of raifing. themfelves up and retreat- 
ing from it. The captain therefore having done 
his utmoft to get the whole cjyw on fhore, was. at 
laft obliged to leave the mutineers behind him, 
and to follow his officers, and fuch as he had been 
able to prevail on : but he did not fail to fend back 
the boats, to perfuade thofe who remained, to have 
•forne regard to their prefervation ; though all his ef- 
forts were for fome time without fuccefs. However, 
the weather next day proving ftormy, and there be- 
ing great danger of the fhip’s parting, they. began 
to be alarmed with the fears of perifhing, and were 
defirous of getting to land: but it feems theirjmad- 
nefs had not yet left them, for the boat not appear- 
ing to fetch them off fo foon as they expeéted, they at 
laft pointed а four pounder, which was on the quar- 
ter-deck, againft the hut where they knew the cap
tain refided on fhore, and fired two ffiot, which paf- 
fed but juft over it.

From this fpecimen of the behaviour of part of the 
crew, it will not be difficult to frame fome conjeéture 
of • the diforder and anarchy which took place when 
they at laft got all on fhore. For the men conceived, 
that by the lofs of the fhip, the authority of the of
ficers was at an end; and, they being now on а de- 
folate coaft, where fcarcely any other provifions could 
be got, except what fhould be faved out of the wreek, 

' . this
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this was another unfurmountable fource of difcord •» 
fince the working upon the wreek, and the fecuring 
the provifions, fo that they might be preferved for 
future exigencies as mueh as poffible, and the taking 
care that what was neceflary for their prefent fubfift- 
ence might be fparingly and equally diftributed, 
were matters not to be brought about but by difei- 
pline and fubordination. This mutinous difpofition 
of the people, ftimulated by the impulfes of im
mediate hunger, rendered every regulation made 
for this purpofe ineffeétual: fo that there were con- 
tinual concealments, frauds, and thefts, which ani- 
mated each man againft his fellow, and produced in
finite feuds and contefts, and rendered them utterly 
ungovernable.

Befide thefe heart burnings occafioned by petu- 
lance and hunger, there was another important point, 
which fet the greateft part of the people at variance 
with the captain. This was their dirtering with him 
in opinion, on the meafures to be purfued in the pre
fent exigency: for the captain was determined, if 
poflible, to fit up the boats in the beft manner he 
could, and to proceed with them to the northward. 
Since having with him above an hundred men in 
health, and having gotten forne fire-arms and am
munition from the wreek, he did not doubt but they 
could marter any Spanifh veflel they could encounter 
with in thofe feas: and he thought he Ihould not fail 
of meeting with one in the neighbourhood of Chiloe 
or Baldivia, in which, when he had taken her, he 
intended to proceed to the rendezvous at Juan Fer
nandes. Не farther infilt ed, that fhould they light 
on no prize by the way, yet the boats alone would 
eafily carry them thither. But this was a fcheme, 
that, however prudent, was no way relilhed by 
the generality of his people ; for, being quite jaded 
with the diftreffes and dangers they had already run 
through, they could not think of profecuting an en- 
terprize farther, which had hitherto proved fo dif

art rous.
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aftrous. The common refolution therefore was, to 
lengthen the long-boat, and with that and the rett of 
the boats to fteer to the fouthward •» to pafs through 
the ftraits of Magellan, and to range along the eaft 
fide of South America, till they fhould arrive at Bra
fil, where they doubted not to be well received, and 
to procure а pafiäge to Great Britain. This projeft 
was at firft fight infinitely more hazardous and tedi- 
ous than what was propofed by the captain ; but as 
it had the air of returning home, and flattered them 
with the hopes of bringing them once more to their 
native country, that circumftance alone rendered them 
inattentive to all its inconveniencies, and made them 
adhere to it with infurmountable obftinacy. So that 
the captain himfelf, though he never changed his 
opinion, was yet obliged to give way to the torrent, 
and in appearance to acquiefce in this refolution, whilft 
he endeavoured underhand to give it all the obftruc- 
tion he couldi particularly in the lengthening of the 
long-boat: this he contrived fhould be of fuch а 
fize, that though it might ferve to carry them to Juan 
Fernandes, would yet, he hoped, appear incapable 
of fo long a navigation, as that to the coaft of 
Brafil.

But the captain, by his fteady oppofition at firft 
to this favourite projeót, had much embittered the 
people againft him •, to which likewife the following 
unhappy accident greatly contributed. There was 
а midffiipman whofe name was Cozens, who had ap- 
peared the foremoft in all the refraftory proceed- 
ings of the crew. He had involved himfelf in brawls 
with moft of the officers who had adhered to the cap- 
tain’s authority, and had even treated the captain 
himfelf with great abufe and infolence. As his tur- 
bulence and brutality grew every day more and more 
intolerable, it was not in the leaft doubted, but therc 
were fome violent meafures in agitation, in which 
Cozens was engaged as the ringleader: for which 
reafon the captain, and thofe about him, conftantly 

kept
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kept themfelves on thetr guard. One day the purfer, 
having, by the captain’s order, ftopped the allowance 
of а iellow who would not work, Cozens, though 
the man did not complain to him, intermeddled in 
the affair with great bitternefs; and grofsly infulted 
the purfer, who was then delivering out provifions, 
juft by the captain’s tents, and was himfelf fuffici- 
ently violent. The purfer, enraged by this fcurrility, 
and perhaps piqued by former quarrels, cried out, л 
MUTiNY, adding, the dog has pistols; and then 
himfelf fired а piftol at Cozens, which however mift 
him : but the captain, on this outcry, and the report 
of the piftol, ruïhed out of Iris tent; and, not doubting 
but it had been fired by Cozens as the commence- 
ment of a /nutiny, he immediately (hot him in the 
head without farther deliberation, and though he did 
not Jcill him on the fpot, yet the wourfÜ proved mor
tal, and he died about fourteen days after.

However this incident, though lufficiently difplea- 
fmg to the people, did yet, for а confiderable time, 
awe them to their duty, and rendered them more fub- 
miflive to the captain’s authority : but, at laft, when 
towards the middle of Oftober, the long-boat was 
nearly compleated, and they were preparing to put 
to fea, the additional provocation he gave them, by 
covertly traverfing their prqjeft of proceeding through 
the ftraits of Magellan, and their fears that he mighc 
at length engage а party fufficient to overturn this 
favourite mealüre, made them refolve to make ufe of 
the death of Cozens, as а reafon for depriving him 
of his command, under pretence of carrying him а 
prifoner to England, to be tried for murder; and 
he was accordingly confined under а guard. But they 
never intended to carry him with them, as they too 
well knew what they had to apprehend on their re
turn to England, if their commander fhould be pre- 
fent to confront them; and therefore, when they 
were juft ready to put to fea, they fet him at liberty, 
leaving him and the few who chofe to take their for-

4 tunes 
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tunes with him, no other embarkation but the yau!, 
to which the bärge was afterwards added, by the 
people on board her being prevailed on to return 
back.

When the fhip was wrecked, there were alive on 
board the Wager near an hundred and thirty per
fons i of thefe above thirty died during their ftay 
upon the place, and near eighty went off in the long- 
boat and the cutter to the fouthward: fo that there 
remained with the captain, after their departure, no 
more than nineteen perfons, which however were as 
many as the bärge and the yaul, the only embarka- 
tions left them, could well carry off. It was the i ^th 
of Oótober, five months after the fhipwreck, that the 
long-boat converted into а fchooner, weighed, and 
ftood to the fouthward, giving the captain, who with 
lieutenant Hamilton of the land-forces, and the fur- 
geon were then on the beach, three cheers at theic. 
departure : and on the 29dl of January following, 
they arrived at Rio Grande, on the coaft of Brafil: 
but having, by various accidents, left about twenty 
of their people on fhore at the different places they 
touched at, and а greater number having perifhed 
by hunger during the courfe of their navigation, 
there were no more than thirty of them remaining, 
when they arrived in that port. Indeed, the under- 
taking of itfelf was а moft extraordina'ry one for 
(not to mention the length of the run) the veffel was 
fcarcely able to contain the number that firft put to 
fea in her and their ftock of provifion, being only 
what they had faved out of the fhip, was extremely- 
Ilender: they had this additional misfortune befide, 
that the cutter, the oniy boat they had with them, 
foon broke away from the ftern, and was ftaved to 
pieces ; fo that when their provifions and their water 
failed them, they had frequently no means of getting 
on fhore to fearch for а freih fupply.

After the long-boat and cutter were gone, the cap
tain, and thofe who were left with him, propofed to

• pafs
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pafs to the northward in the bärge and yaul: but 
the weather was fo bad, and the difficulty of fubfifting 
Го great, that it was two months from the departure 
of the long-boat before he was able to put to fea. It 
feems, the place where the Wager was caft away was 
not ä paft of the continent, as was firft imagined, 
but an ifland at forne diftance from the main, which 
afforded по other fort of provifion but fhell-fifh and 
а few herbs; and as the greateft part of what they 
had gotten from the fhip was carried off in the long- 
boat, the captain and his people were often in ex
treme want of food, efpecially as they chofe to pre- 
ferve what little fea-provifions remained, for their 
ftore when they fhould go to the northward. Dur
ing their refidence at this ifland, which was by the 
feamen denominated Wager’s Ifland, they had now 
and then а ftraggling canoe or two of Indians, which 
came and bartered their fifh and other provifions 
with our people. This was fome little relief to their 
necefllties, and at another feafon might perhaps have 
been greater; for as there were feveral Indian huts 
on the fliore, it was fuppofed that in fome years, dur- 
ing the height of fummer, many of thefe favages 
might refort thither to fifh.

On this occafion it is much to be lamented, that the 
Wager’s people had по knowlege of the Anna Pink 
beingfonearthemonthecoaft; foras fhewasnot above 
thirty leagues diftant from them, and came into their 
neighbourhood about the fame time the Wager was 
loft, and was а fine roomy fhip, fhe could eafily have 
taken them all on board, and have carried them to 
Juan Fernandes. Indeed, it is probable fhe was ftill 
nearer to them than what is here eftimated for fe
veral of the Wager’s people, at different times, heard 
the report of а cannon, which could be по other than 
the evening gun fired from the Anna Pink. But to 
return to captain Cheap :

Upon the i4th of December, the captain and his 
people embarked in the bärge and the yaul, in order

Vol. III. A a to 
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to proceed to the northward, taking on board with 
them all the provifions they could amafs from the 
wreek of the fhip ; but they had fcarcely been an 
hour at fea when the wind began to blow hard, and 
the. fea ran fo high, that they were obliged to throw 
the greateft part of their provifions over-board, to 
avoid immediate deftruétion : and to add to their 
diftrefs, about а fortnight after, the yaul funk at 
an anchor, and one of the men in her was drowned. 
As the bärge was incapable of carrying the whole 
Company, they were now reduced to the hard necef- 
fity of leaving four marines behind them on that 
defolate Ihore. Notwithftanding thefe difafters, they 
ftill kept on their courfe to the northward, though 
greatly delayed by the perverfenefs of the winds, and 
the frequent interruptions which their fearch after 
food occafioned, and conftantly ftruggling with а 
feries of the mpft unfortunate events: till at laft, 
it was unanimoufly refolved, finding the difficulties 
infurmountable, to give over this expedition, and to 
return again to Wager 1 fland, where they got back 
about the middle of February, quite difheartened and 
almoft perilhing with hunger and fatigue.

However, on their return, they had the good luck 
to meet with feveral pieces of beef, which had been 
wafhed out of the wreek, and were fwimming in the 
fea. This was а moft feafonable relief to tnem af
ter the hardlhips they had eridured : and to compleat 
their good fortune, there came, in а {hort time, two 
canoes of Indians, amongft which was а native of 
Chiloe, who fpoke а little Spanifh; and the furgeon, 
who was with captain Cheap, underftanding that’lan- 
guage, he made а bargain with the Indian, that if he 
would carry the captain and his people to Chiloe in 
the bärge, he fhould have her, and all that belonged 
to her for his pains. Accordingly, on the 6th of 
March, the eleven perfons to which the Company 
was now reduced, embarked in the bärge on this new 
expedition; . but after having proceeded for а few

4 days,
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days, the captain and four of his principal officers 
being on fhore, the fix, who together with an In
dian remained in the bärge, put off with her to fea, 
and did not return again.

By this means there were left on ffiore captain 
Cheap, Mr. Hamilton lieutenant of Marines, the ho- 
nourable Mr. Byron and Mr. Campbell, midfliipmen, 
and Mr. Elliot the furgeon. One would have thought 
that their diftreffes had long before this time been 
incapable of augmentation; but they found, on re- 
flexion, that their prefent fituation was mych more 
difmaying than any thing they had yet gone through, 
being left on а defolate coaft without any provifion, 
or the means of procuring any. But when they were 
perfuaded that they had no relief to hope for, they 
perceived a canoe at а diftance, which proved to be 
that of the Indian, who had undertaken to carry them 
to Chiloe, he and his family being then on board it. 
He made по difficulty of coming to them; for it feems 
he had left captain Cheap and his people а little before 
to go а Afhing, and had in the mean time committed 
them to the care of the other Indian, whom the failors 
had carried to fea in the bärge. When he came on 
fliore, and found the bärge gone, and his companion 
mifling, he was extremely concerned, and could with 
difficulty be perfuaded that the other Indian was not 
murthered •, yet being at laft fatisfled with the account 
that was given him, he ftill undertook to carry them 
to the Spaniffi fettlements, and (as the Indians are 
well (killed in Afhing and fowling) to procure them 
provifions by the way.

About the middle of March captain Cheap and the 
four who were left with him iet out for Chiloe, the 
Indian having provided а number of canoes, and 
gotten many of his neighbours together for that pur- 
pofe. Sóon after they embarked, Mr. Elliot the 
furgeon died, fo that there now remained only four 
of the whole Company. At laft, after а very com- 
plicated pallåge by land and water, captain Cheap, 

А а 2 Mr.
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Mr. Byron, and Mr. Campbell, arrived in the begin- 
ning of June at the ifland of Chiloe, where they were 
received by the Spaniards with great bumanity j but, 
on account of fome quarrel among the Indians, Mr. 
Hamilton did not get there till two months later. 
Thus, was it above а twelvemonth from the lofs of 
the Wager, before the fatiguing peregrination ended: 
and not till, by а variety of misfortunes, the Com
pany was diminiffied from twenty to no more than 
four, and thofe too brought fo low, that, had their dif- 
trefles continued but а few days longer, in all proba- 
bility none of them would have furvived. After fome 
ftay at Chiloe, the captain and the three who were with 
him were fent to Valparaifo, and thence to St. Jago, the 
capital of Chili, where they continued above а year : 
but on the advice of а cartel being fettled betwixt 
Great Britain and Spain, captain Cheap, Mr. Byron, 
and Mr. Hamilton were permitted to return to Eu
rope on board а French (hip. The other midfhip- 
man, Mr. Campbel, having changed his religion, 
whilft at Jago, chofe to go back to Buenos Ayres 
with Pizarro and his officers, with whom he went af- 
terward to Spain on board the Afia; but having 
there failed in his endeavours to procure а commil- 
fion from the court of Spain, he returned to Eng
land, and attempted to get reinftated in the Britifh 
navy. And now, after this account of the accidents 
which befel the Anna Pink, and the cataftrophe of 
the Wager, I (hall again refume the thread of our 
own ftory.

About а week after the arrival of our viétualler, 
the Tryal (loop, that had been fent to the idand of 
Mafa-Fuero, returned to an anchor at Juan Fernan
des, having been round that ifland, without meeting 
any part of our fquadron. The following is the ac
count given of this place, by the officers of the Tryal 
(loop.

The Spaniards having generally mentioned two 
iflands under the name of Juan Fernandes, ftyling 

them
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them the greater and the lefs; the greater being that 
ifland where we anchored, and the lefs being the 
ifland we are now defcribing, which, becaufe it is 
more diftant from the continent, they have diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Mafa-Fuero. The Tryal 
floop found that it bore from the greater Juan Fernan
des weft by fouth, and was about twenty-two leagues 
diftant. It is а much larger and better lpot than has 
been generally reported. They found too, that there 
was а place where а fhip might come to an anchor on 
the north fide of it, though indeed the anchorage is 
inconvenient; for the bank extends but а little way, 
is fteep too, and has very deep water upon it, fo that 
fhips muft come to an anchor very near the fhore, 
and there lie expofed to all the winds but а foutherly 
one: and befides the inconvenience of the anchorage, 
there is alfo а reef of rocks running oft*  the eaftern 
point of the ifland, about two miles in length; 
though there is little danger to be feared from them, 
becaufe they are always to be feen by the feas break- 
ing over them. This place has at prefent one ad- 
vantage beyond the ifland of Juan Fernandes; for it 
abounds with goats, who, not being accuftomed to 
be difturbed, were no ways fhy or apprehenfive of dan- 
ger, till they had been frequently fired at: and, upon 
the whole, they feemed to imagine, that though it 
was not the moft eligible place for а fhip to refrefh 
at, yet, in cafe of necefilty, it might aftbrd fome fort 
of fhelter, and prove of confiderable ufe, efpecially 
to а fingle fhip, who might apprehend meeting with 
а fuperior force at Fernandes.

The latter part of the month of Auguft was fpent 
in unloading the provifions from the Anna Pink; 
when we had the mortification to find that great 
quantities of our provifions, as bread, rice, grots, 
were decayed, and unfit for ufe. And now, as we 
had no farther occafion for her fervice, the commo
dore, purfuant to his orders from the board of admi- 
ralty, fent »otice to Mr. Gerard, her maflar, that he 
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difèharged the Anna Pink from attending the fqua
dron -, and gave him, at the fame time а certificate 
fpecifying how long fhe had been employed. But the 
mafter reprefenting it as his opinion, that it was im- 
pbffible to proceed to (ea with her before fhe had 
been thoroughly refitted; he therefore requefted 
the commodore, that the carpenters of the fquadron 
might be dire&ed to furvey her, that their judgment 
of her condition might be known. In compliance 
with this defire, Mr. Anfon immediately ordered the 
carpenters to take а careful and ftriét furvey of the 
Anna l’ink; purfuant to which, the carpenters im
mediately fet about the examination, and the next day 
made their report: the amount was, that in confe- 
quence of the defeéts and decays they certified, in 
their opinion fhe could not depart from the ifland 
without great hazard, unlefs fhe was firft of all tho- 
roüghly refitted. But as the repairs propofed by the 
carpenters were, inourprefent fituation, impoffible to 
be complied with ; the commodore therefore agreed 
with Mr. Gerard to purchafe the whole together for 
300 1. The Pink being thus broken up, Mr. Ge
rard, with the hands belonging to the Pink, were 
fent on board the Gloucefter •, as that fhip had buried 
the greateft number of men, in proportion to their 
compliment.

This tranfaftion brought us down to the begin- 
ning of September, and our people by this time were 
fo far recovered of the fcurvy, that there was little 
danger of burying any more at prefent-, and there
fore I fhall now fum up the total of our lofs fince 
our departure from England, the better to convey 
forne idea of our paft fufferings, and of our prefent 
ftrength. We had buried on board the Centurion 
fince our leaving St. Helen’s, twohundred and ninety- 
twQ, and had now remaining on board two hundred 
and fourteen. This will doubtlefs appcar а moft 
extraordinary mortality: but yet on board the 
Gloucellef it had been mucl| егеацг ; for out of а 
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much fmaller crew than ours they had loft the fame 
number, and had only eighty-two 'remaining alive. 
It might be expeded that on board the Tryal, the 
flaughter would have been the moft terrible, as her 
decks were almoft conftantly knee deep in water; 
but jt happened otherwife, for fhe efcaped more fa- 
vourably than the reft, lince fhe only buried forty- 
two, and had now thirty-nine remaining alive. The 
havock of this difeafe had fallen ftill feverer on the in
valids and marines than on the failors; for on board 
the Centurion, out of fifty invalids and feventy-nine 
marines, there remained only four invalids, includ- 
jng officers, and eleven marines: and on board the 
Gloucefter, every invalid periftied ; and out of forty- 
eight marines, only two efcaped. From this ac
count it appears, that the three fhips together de- 
parted from England with nine hundred and fixty- 
one men on board, of whom fix hundred and twenty- 
fix were dead before this time; fo that the whole 
of our remaining crews, which were now to be dif- 
tributed amongft three (hips, amounted to no more 
than three hundred and thirty-five men and boys; 
а number greatly infufficient for the manning the 
Centurion alone, and barely capable of navigating all 
the three, with the utmoft exenion of their ftrength 
and vigour. This prodigious reduéfion of our men 
was ftill the more terrifying, as we were hitherto un- 
eertain of the fate of Pizarro’s fquadron.

In the beginniqg of September, as has been al- 
ready mentioned, our men were tolerably well reco
vered ; and now, the feafon for navigation in this 
climate drawing near, we exerted Qurfelves in get
ting all our fhips in readinefs for the fea. Thus 
all hands being employed in forwarding оцг depar- 
ture, we, on the 8th, about eleven in the щогп- 
ing, efpied а fail to the narth-eaft, which conti- 
nued to approach us, till her courfes appeared even 
with the horizon. Whilft fhe advanced, we had 
great hopes fhe might prove one of our own fqua-
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dron ; but as at length fhe fteered away to the cafr- 
ward, without haling in for the ifland, we thence 
concluded fixe muft be а Spaniard. It was refolved 
to purfue her, and the Centurion being in the great- 
eft forwardnefs, we immediately got all our hands 
on board, fet up our rigging, bent our fails, and by 
five in the afternoon got under fail. We had at this 
time very little wind, fo that all the. boats were em- 
ployed to tow us out of the bay-, and even what 
wind there was, lafted only long enough to give us 
an offing of two or three leagues, when it flatted to 
а calm. The night coming on, we loft fight of the 
chace, and were extremely impatient for the return 
of day-light, in hopes to find that fhe had been be- 
calmed as well as we; though her greater diftance 
from the land was areafonable ground for fufpefting 
the contrary; as we indeed found in the morning, 
to our great mortification; for though the weather 
continued perfetftly clear, we had no fight of the fhip 
from the maft-head. But as we were now fatisfied 
that it was an enemy, and the firft we had feen in 
thefe feas, we refolved not to give over the fearch 
lightly. We continued on this courfe all that day and 
the next, and then, not getting fight of our chace, 
we gave over the purfuit; but on the i2th, at day- 
break, we were agreeably furprized with the fight 
of а fail on our weather-bow, between four and 
five leagues diftant. We immediately crouded all 
the fail we could, and ftood after her, and foon 
perceived it not to be the farne fhip we originally 
gave chace to. SEe at firft bore down upon us, 
fhewing Spanifh colours, and making а figpal as to 
her confort; but obferving that we did not anfwer 
her fignal, fhe inftantly loofed clofe to the wind, 
and ftood to the fouthward. Our people were now 
all in fpirits, and put the fhip about with great 
brificnefs ; and as the chace appeared to be а large 
fhip, and had miftaken us for her confort, we con- 
ceived that fhe was а man of war, and probably one
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of Pizarro’s fquadron : this induced the commodore 
to order all the officers cabins to be knocked down 
and thrown over-board, with feveral cafks of water 
and provifions which ftood between the guns; fo 
that we had foon а clear Ihip, ready for an engage
ment. About ten o’clock we were near enough to 
difcover that ffie was only а merchantman, without 
fo tnuch as а fingie tier of guns. At half an 
hou r after twelve, being got within a realönable 
diftance of her, we fired four ffiot amongft her 
rigging ■, on which they lowered their top-fails, and 
bore down to us, but in very great confufion, their 
top-gallant fails and ftay-fails all fluttering in the 
winds: this was owing to their having let run 
their fheets and halyards juft as we fired at them. 
After which, not а man apiongft them had cou
rage enough to venture aloft to take them in. As 
foon as the vefiel came within hale of us, the com
modore ordered them to bring to under his lee- 
quarter, and then hoifted out the boat, and fent Mr. 
Saumurez, his firït lieutenant, to take pofleffion of 
the prize. When Mr. Saumurez came on board 
them, they received him at the fide, with the ftrong- 
eft tokens of the molt abjeft lubmiffion; for they 
were all of them (efpecially the pafiengers, who were 
twenty-five in number) extrerr.ely terrified, and un
der the greateft apprehenfions of meeting with very 
fevere and cruel ulage ; but the lieutenant endea- 
voured, with great courtefy, to diffipate their fright, 
alfuring them that their fears were altogether ground- 
lefs. The prifoners who were fent on board the 
Centurion informed us, that our prize was called 
Nueftra Senoral del Monte Carmelo, and was com- 
manded by Don Manuel Zamorra. Her cargo con- 
fifted chiefly of fugar, and great quantities of, blue 
cloth made in the province of Quito, fomewhat re- 
fembling our Engliffi coarfe broad-cloth, but infe
rior to them; with а few bales of cotton, and 
føme tobaccoj which, though ftrong, was not ill 
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flavoured. Thefe were the principal goods on 
board her ; but we found befide, what was to us 
much more valuable than the reft of the car- 
goe i this was lome trunks of wrought plate, and 
twenty-three ferons of dollars, each weighing up- 
wards of 200 pounds averdupois. She was bound 
to the port of Valparaifo in the kingdom of Chili, 
and propofed to have returned from thence loaded 
with corn and Chili wine, forne gold, dried beef, 
and fmall cordage, which at Calloa they convert 
into large горе. Our prize had been built upward 
of thirty years; yet, as they lie in harbour all the 
winter months, and the climate is favourable, they 
efteemed it no very great age. Her rigging was 
very indifferent, as were likewife her fails, which 
were made of cotton. She had only three four- 
pounders, which were altogether unferviceable, their 
carriages being fcarcely able to fupport them : and 
there were no fmall arms on board, except а few pif- 
tols belonging to the paffengers. The pril'oners in
formed us, that they left f?allao in Company with 
two other fhips, whom they had parted with forne 
days before, and that at firft they conceived us to be 
one of their Company.

After this fhort account of the fhip and her cargo, 
it is neceflary to relate the. important intelligence 
which we met with on board her, partly from the 
information of the prifoners, and partly from the 
letters and papers which feil into our hands. We 
here firft learnt with cerfainty the force and deftina? 
tion of that fquadron, which cruifed off the Madeiras 
at our arrival there, and afterwards chafed the Pearl, 
in our paffage to port St. Julian. We had, at the 
farne time too, the fatisfaétion to find, that Pizarro, 
after his utmoft endeavours to gain his paffage into 
thefe feas, had been forced back again into the river of 
Plate, with the lofs of two of his largeft fhips: and 
befides this difappointment of Pizarro, which, con- 
fideringour great debility, was no unacceptable in

telligence,
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telligence, we farther learnt, to our great fatisfaftion, 
that though an embargo had been laid upon all fliip- 
ping in thefe feas by the viceroy of Peru, in the month 
of May preceding, у et it now no longer fubfifted. For 
on the account l'ent over land by Pizarro of his own 
diftrefles, part of which they knew we muft have en- 
countered, and on their having no news of us in eight 
months after vze were known to fet fail from St. Ca- 
tharine’s, they were fully fatisfied that we were ei- 
ther perifhed at fea, or at leaft had been obliged 
to put back again •, as it was conceived impoflible 
for any fhips to continue at fea during fo long an 
interval.

We alfo learnt from the letters on board, that Pi
zarro, in the exprefs he difpatched to the viceroy of 
Peru, had intimated to him, that if any of .the Eng- 
lifh fquadron did arrivé in thofe feas,it muft be in а 
yery defencelefs condition; he therefore advifed the 
viceroy, to fend what fhips of war he had to the fouth- 
ward, where, in all probability, they would intercept 
us fingly, before we had an opportnnity of touching 
at any port for refrefhment; in which cafe, he doubted 
not but we fhould prove an eafy conqueft. The vice
roy of Peru approved of this advice: and as he had 
already fitted out four fhips of force from Callao; one 
of fifty guns, two of forty guns, and one of twenty- 
four guns, which were intended tojoin Pizarro when 
he arrived on the coaft of Chili: the viceroy now 
ftationed three of thefe off the port of Conception, 
and one of them at the ifland of Fernandes, where 
they continued cruifing for us till the 6th of June; 
and then not feeing any thing of us, and conceiving 
it to be impoflible that we could have kept the feas 
fo long, they quitted their cruife and returned to 
Callao, fully perfuaded that we had either perifhed, 
or at leaft had been driven back, We alfo were told, 
that thefe Spanifh fhips fent out to intercept us, had 
been greatly fhattered by а ftorm during their cruife ; 
gnd that, after their arrival at Callao, they had been 

laid
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laid up •, and that whenever intelligence was received 
at Lima, of our being in thefe feas, it would be at leaft 
two months before this armament could be again 
fitted out.

' The whole of this intelligence was as favourable 
as we, in our reduced circumftances, could wilh 
for. And now we were no longer at а lofs, as to 
the broken jars, alhes, and fifh-bones, which we had 
obferved at our firft landing at Juan Fernandes, thefe 
things being doubtlefs the relikts of the cruifers fta- 
tioned off that port. Having thus fatisfied ourfelves 
in the material artides of our inquiry, and having 
gotten on board the Centurion moft of the prifon- 
ers, and all the filver, we, at eight in the evening, 
made fail to the northward, in Company with our 
prize, and at fix the next morning difcovered the 
ifland of Fernandes, where, the following day, both 
we and our prize came to an anchor.

And here I cannot omit one remarkable inci
dent, which occurred when the prize and her crew 
came into the bay, where the reft of the fquadron 
lay. The Spaniards in the Carmelo had been 
fufficiently informed of the diftrefles we had gone 
through, and were greatly furprifed that we had 
ever furmounted them: but when they faw the 
Tryal floop at anchor, they were ftill more afto- 
nifhed, that after all our fatigues we had the induftry 
(befide refitting our other fhips) to complete fuch 
а veflel in fo ftiort а time, they taking it for granted 
that we had built her upon the fpot. Nor was it with
out great difficulty they were at laft prevailed on to 
believe that Ihe came from England with the reft of 
the fquadron ; they long infifting, that it was im- 
poflible fuch а bauble as that could pafs round Cape 
Horn, when the beft fhips of Spain were obliged 
to put back.

By the time we arrived at Juan Fernandes, the 
letters found on board our prize were more minutely 
examined: and it appearing from them, and from 

the 
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the accounts of oür prifoners, that feveral other 
merchantmen were bound from Callao to Valparaifo, 
Mr. Anfon difpatched the Tryal floop the very next 
morning, to cruife olf the laft-mentioned port, rein- 
forcing her with ten hånds from on board his own 
fhip. Не likewife refolved to feparate the fliips un
der his command, and employ them in diftinét 
cruifes ; as he thought that by this means we fhould 
increafe our chance for prizes, but that we fhould 
likewife run а lefs rifque of alarming the coaft, and 
of being difcovered. And now the fpirits of our 
people being greatly raifed, and their defpondency 
diflipated by this earneft of fuccefs, they forgot all 
their paft diftreflès, and refumed their wonted ala- 
crity, labouring indefatigably in compleating our 
water, and in preparing to take our farewel of 
the ifland. But as thefe occupations took us up 
four or five days, with all our induftry, the com
modore, in that interval, direcfted that the guns 
belonging to the Anna Pink, being four fix-poun- 
ders, four four-pounders, and two fwivels, fhould 
be mounted on board the Carmelo, our prize : and 
having fent on board the Gloucefter fix pafTengers, 
and twenty-three feamen to aflift in navigating the 
fhip, he direóled captain Mitchel to leave the 
ifland as foon as poffible, the fervice demanding 
the . utmoft difpatch, ordering him to proceed to 
the latitude of five degrees fouth, and there to 
cruife off the high land of Paita, at fuch а dis
tance from fhore, as fhould prevent his being difco
vered. On this ftation he was to continue till he 
was joined by the commodore, which would be 
whenever it fhould be known that the viceroy had 
fitted out the fhips at Callao, or on Mr. Anfori’s 
receiving any other intelligence, that fhould make it 
necefiåry to unite our ftrength. Thefe orders being 
delivered to the captain of the Gloucefter, and all 
our bufinefs compleated, we, on the Saturday fol- 
lowing, being the igth of September, weighed an- 

chor
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chor in Company with our prize, and got out of die 
bay, taking our laft leave of the ifland of Juan Fer
nandes, and fteering to the eaftward, with an inten
tion of joining the Tryal floop, in her ftation off 
Valparaifo.

On the 24th, а little before fun-fer, we faw two 
fail to the eaftward; on which our prize ftood di- 
reétly from us, to avoid giving any fufpicion of our 
being cruifers, whilft we made ourfelves ready for an 
engagement, and fteered with all our canvas toward 
the two fhips we had difcovered. We foon perceived 
that one of thefe, which had the appearance of be
ing а very ftout fliip, made direftly for us, whilft 
the other kept at а great diftance. By feven o’clock 
we were within piftol-fhot of the neareft, and had 
а broad-fide ready to pour into her; but as we knew 
it was now impoffible for her to efcape us, Mr. Anion, 
before he permitted us to fire, ordered the mafter to 
hale the fhip in Spanifh ; on which the commanding 
officer on board her, who proved to be Mr. Hughs, 
lieutenant of the Tryal, anfwered us in Englifh, and 
informed us that flie was а prize, taken by the Tryal 
а few days before, and that the other fail at а dif
tance was the Tryal herfelf, difabled in her mafts. We 
were foon afterjoined by the Tryal, and captain Saun
ders, her commander. He acquainted the commodore, 
that he had taken this fhip the i8th inftant; that fhe 
was а prime failor, and had coft him thirty-fix hours 
chace before he could come up with her; that for fome 
time he gained fo little upon her, that he began to 
defpair of taking her; and the Spaniards, though 
alarmed at firft with feeing nothing but а cloud of 
fail in purfuit of them, the Tryal’s huil being fo low 
in the water that no part of it appeared, yet know
ing the goodnefs of their fliip, and finding how little 
the-Tryal neared them, they at length laid afide their 
fears, and recommending themfelves to the bleflèd 
Virgin for proteélion, began to think themfelves fe- 
cure. Indeed their luccefs was very near doing ho- 
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nour to their Ave Marias •, for altering their courfe 
in the night, and fhutting up their windows to pre
vent any of their lights from being feen, they had 
forne chance of efcaping •, but а fmall crevice in one 
of the ffiutters rendered all their invocations ineffec- 
tual; for through this crevice, the people on board 
the Tryal perceived а light, which they chafed till 
they arrived within gun-ffiot, and then captain Saun
ders alarmed them unexpeftedly with а broadfide, 
when they flattered themfelves they were got out of 
his reach: however, for fome time after they ftill 
kept the fame fail abroad, and it was not obferved 
that this firft falute had made any impreffion on 
them; but, juft as the Tryal was preparing to re- 
peat her broadfide, the Spaniards crept from their 
holes, lowered their fails, and fubmitted without any 
oppofition. She was one of the largeft merchantmen 
employed in thofe feas, being about fix hundred tons 
burthen, and was called the Arranzazu. She was 
bound from Callao to Valparaifo, and had much 
the fame cargo with the Carmelo we had taken be
fore, except that her filver amounted only to about 
50001. fterling.

But to ballance this fuccefs, we had the misfortune 
to find that the Tryal had not now а maft left on 
which fhe could carry fail, and the wind blew fo hard, 
and raifed fuch а hollow fea, that we could not venture 
to hoift out our boat, and confequently could have 
no communication with her; fo that we were obliged 
to lie to for the greateft part of forty-eight hours to 
attend her, as we could have no thought of leaving 
her to herfelf in her prefent unhappy fituation.

The weather proving fomewhat more moderate on 
the 2 7th, we fent our boat for the captain of the 
Tryal, who, when he came on board us, produced 
an inftrument, figned by himfelf and all his officers, 
reprefenting that the floop, befide being difmafted, 
was fo very leaky in her huil, that even in moderate 
weather it was neceflary to ply the pumps conftantly, 

and 
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and that they were then fcarcely fufficient to keep her 
free i and, upon the whole, they apprehended her to 
be at prefent fo very defeótive, that if they met with 
much bad weather, they mult all inevitably perifb; 
and therefore they petitioned the commodore to take 
lorne meafures for their future fafety. But the refit- 
ting of the Tryal at prefent exceeded our power. The 
commodore therefore had no choice left him, but was 
under а neceffity of taking out our people and de- 
ftroying her. When this was refolved on, Mr. An- 
fon gave orders to captain Saunders to put it in exe- 
cution, directing him to take out of the floop every 
thing that could be of any ufe to the other fhips, 
and then to fcuttle and fink her. After captain 
Saunders had feen her deftroyed, he was to proceed 
with his new frigate, to be called the Tryal Prize, 
now mounting twenty guns, and to cruife off the 
highland of Valparaifo, keeping it from him north 
north-weft, at the diftance of twelve or fourteen 
leagues: for as all fhips bound from Valparaifo to 
the northward fteer that courfe, Mr. Anfon propofed 
by this means to ftop any intelligence that might be 
difpatched to Callao, of two of their fhips being mif- 
fing, which might give them apprehenfions of the 
Englifh fquadron being in their neighbourhood. The 
Tryal’s prize was to continue on this ftation twenty- 
four days, and, if not joined by the commodore at 
the expiration of that term, fhe was then to proceed 
down the coaft to Pifco or Nafca, where fhe would 
be certain to meet with Mr. Anfon. The commo
dore likewife ordered lieutenant Saumarez, who com- 
manded the Centurion’s prize, to keep Company with 
Captain Saunders, both to aflift him in unloading the 
floop, and alfo that by fpreading in their cruife, there 
might be lefs danger of any of the enemy’s fhips 
flipping by unobferved. fhefe orders being dif
patched, the Centurion parted from the other veffels 
at eleven in the evening, on the 27Л of Septem
ber, direéting her courfe to the fouthward, with а 

view
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view of cruifmg for forne days to the windward of 
Valparaifo.

By this diftribution of our fhips, we flattered our- 
felves that we had taken all the ad van tages of the 
enemy that we poflibly could with our l’mall force ; 
for, as we might fuppofe, the Gloucefter by this time 
to be drawing near the highland of Paita, we were 
enabled, by our feparate ftations, to intercept all 
vedels employed either betwixt Peru and Chili to 
the ibuthward, or betwixt Panama and Peru to the 
northward.

But the moft prudent difpofitions carry with them 
only а probability of fuccefs, and can never infure 
its certainty: fince thofe chances, which it was rea- 
fonable to overlook in deliberation, are fometimes 
of moft powerful influence in execution. Thus in 
the prefenc cafe, the diftrefs of the Tryal, and our 
quitting our ftation to aflift her (events which no 
degree of prudence could either forefee or obviate) 
gave an opportunity to all the fhips bound to Val
paraifo, to reach that port without moleftation, dur- 
ing this unlucky interval. So that, after leaving 
captain Saunders, we were very expeditious in re- 
gaining our ftation, where we got the 291h at noon, 
yet in plying on and off till the 6th of Oftober, we 
had not the good fortune to difcover а fail of any 
fort: and then having loft all hopes of meeting with 
better fortune by а longer ftay, we made fail to the 
leeward of the port, in order to join our prizes: 
but when we arrived off the highland where they 
were direéted to cruile, we did not find them, though 
we continued there for four or five days. We lup- 
pofed that forne chace had occafioned their leaving 
their ftation, and therefore we proceeded down the 
coaft to the highland of Nafca, which was the fecortd 
rendezvous where captain Saunders was direóled.to 
join us. Here we got on the 2 ïft, and were in great 
expeftation of falling in with fome of the enemy’s 
veffels, as both the accounts of former voyagers, and
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the information of our prifoners affured us, that all 
fhips bound to Callao conftantly make this land, to 
prevetft the danger of running to the leeward of the 
port. But notwithftanding the advantages of this 
ftation, we faw no fail till the 2d of November, 
when two fhips appeared in fight together: we im- 
mediately gave them chace, and foon perceived that 
they were the Tryal’s and Centurion’s prizes. We 
found they had not been more fortunate in their 
cruife than we were; for they had feen no vefiel 
fince they feparated from us.

The little fuccefs we all had, and our certainty, 
that, had any fhips been ftirring in thefe feas for 
forne time paft, we muft have met with them, made 
us believe, that the enemy, on miffing the two fhips 
we had taken, had laid an embargo on all the 
trade in the fouthern parts. We likewife appre- 
hended that they might, by this time, be fitting 
out the men of war at Callao; as it was no uncom- 
mon thing for an exprefs from Valparaifo to reach 
Lima in twenty nine or thirty days, and it was now 
more than fifty fince we had taken our firft prize. 
Thefe apprehenfions determined the commodore to 
haften down to the leeward of Callao, and to join 
captain Mitchel, who was ftationed offPaita, as foon 
as poflible, that our ftrength being united, we might 
be prepared to give the fhips from Callao а warm 
reception, if they dared to put to fea. With this 
view we bore away the fame afternoon, taking parti- 
cular care to keep at fuch а diftance from the fhore, 
that there might be no danger of our being difco- 
vered from thence: for we knew that all the coun
try fhips were commanded, under the fevereft pe
nalty, not to fail by the port of Callao without ftop- 
ping; and as this order was conftantly complied with, 
we fhould undoubtedly be known for enemies, if we 
were feen to aft contrary to it—.fn this new naviga
tion, not being certain whether we might not meet
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the Spanifh fquadron, in our route, the commodore 
took on board the Centurion part of his crew, with 
which he had formerly manned the Carmelo. And 
now ftanding to the northward, we, before night 
came on, had а view of the fmall ifland called St. 
Gallan, which bore from us north north-eaft, 4 eaft, 
about feven leagues diftant. This land lies in the 
latitude of about fourteen degrees fouth, and about 
five miles to the northward of а highland, called 
Morro Veijo, or the Old Man’s Head. I mention 
this ifland and the highland near it, more particu- 
larly, becauiè between them is the moft eligible fta- 
tion on that coaft, for cruifing upon the enemy •, as 
hereabout all fhips bound to Callao, whether from 
the northward or the fouthward, run well in with the 
land.

On the 5th of November, in the afternoon, we 
had the fatisfaftion fo long wifhed for, of feeing а 
fail. She firft appeared to leeward, and we all im- 
mediately gave her chace; but the Centurion fo 
much outfailed the two prizes, that we foon ran them 
out of fight, and gained confiderably on the chace 1 
however, night coming on before we came up with 
her, we, about feven o’clock, loft fight of her, and 
were in fome perplexity what courfe to fteer •, but 
at laft Mr. Anfon refolved, as we were then before 
the wind, to keep all his fails fet, and not to change 
his courfe i for though we had no doubt but the 
chace would alter her courfe in the night, yet, as it 
was uncertain what tack fhe would go upon, it was 
thought prudent to keep on our courfe, as we muft 
by this means unavoidably come near her, rather 
than to change it on conjeéture. Thus then we 
continued the chace about an hour and an half in 
the dark, fome one or other on board us conftantly 
imagining they difcerned her fails right a-head of us; 
but at length Mr. Brett, our fecond lieutenant, did 
really difcover her, about four points on the lar- 
board-bow, fteering off to the feaward: we immer 
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diately clapped the helm a-weather, and ftood for 
her; and in lefs than an hour came up with her; 
and having fired fourteen fhot at her, (he ftruck. 
Our third lieutenant, Mr, Dennis, was fent in the 
boat, with fixteen men, to take pofleflion of the prize, 
and to return the prifoners to our fliip. This veflel 
was named the Santa Terefa de Jefus, built at Guaia- 
quil, of about three hundred tons burthen, and was 
commanded by Bartolome Urrunaga, а Bifcayer; 
fhe was bound from Guaiaquil to Callao; her load- 
ing confifted of timber, cocao, coco-nuts, tobacco, 
hides, Pito thread, (which is very ftrong, and is made 
of а fpecies of grals) Quito cloth, wax, &c. The 
fpecie on board her was inconfiderable, being prin
cipally fmall filver money, and not amounting to 
more than 170 1. fterling. It is true, her cargo was 
of great value, could we have dilpofed of it: but 
the Spaniards having ftriót orders never to Tanfom 
their fhips, all the goods that we took in thefe feas, 
except what little we had occafion for ourfelves, were 
of no advantage to us. Indeed, though we could 
make no profit thereby ourfelves, it was fome fatis- 
faftion to us to confider, that it was fo much really 
loft to the enemy, and the defpoiling them was no 
contemptible branch of that fervice, in which we 
were now employed by our country.

Bcfide ourprize’s crew, which amounted to forty- 
five hands, there were on board her ten paffengers, 
confifting of four men and three women, who were 
natives of the country, born of Spanifh parents, 
together with three black flaves that attended them. 
The women were а mother and her two daugh- 
ters, the eldeft about twenty-one, and the youngeft 
about fourteen. It is not to be wondered at, that 
women of thofe years fliould be excefllvely alarm- 
ed at the falling into the hands of an enemy, 
whom, from the former outrages of the bucca- 
neers, and by the artful infinuations of their priefts, 
they had been taught to confider as the moft ter

rible
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rable and brutal of all mankind. Thefe apprehen- 
fions too were in the prefent inftance ftrengthened 
by the fingular beauty of the youngeft of the wo- 
men, and the riotous difpofition which they might 
well expeét to find in a fet of failors, who had 
not feen а woman for near a twelvemonth. Full 
of thefe terrors, the women all hid themfelves upon 
our officers coming on board, and when they were 
found out, it was with great difficulty thät he 
could perfuade them to approach the light: how- 
ever, he foon fatisfied them, by the humanity of 
his condufl:, and by his afiurance of their future 
fecurity and honourable treatment, that they had 
nothing to fear. Nor were thefe aflurances of the 
officer invalidated in the fequel: for the commo
dore being informed of the matter, fent direktions 
that they fhould be continued on board their own 
fhip, with the ufe of the fame apartments, and with 
all the other conveniencies they had enjoyed before, 
giving ftrikt orders that they ffiould receive no kind 
of inquietude or moleftation whatever: and that 
they might be the more certain of having thefe 
orders complied with, or have the means of com- 
plaining if they were not, the commodore permit- 
ted the pilot, who in Spaniffi ffiips is generally the 
fecond perfon on board, to ftay with them, as their 
guardian and protektor. By this indulgent behaviour 
of the commodore, the confternation of our female 
prifoners entirely fubfided, and they continued eafy 
and chearful during the whole time they were 
with us.

At the beginning of this chace the Centurion, as 
has been obferved, ran her two conforts out of light. 
When they had joined us, we proceeded together to 
the northward, being now four fail in Company. 
We here found the fea, for many miles round us, 
of а beautiful red colour: this, upon examination, 
we imputed to an immenfe quantity of fpawn fpread 
upon its furface ■, for, taking up fome of the water 
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in а wine-glafs, it foon changed from а dirty afpeft 
to а clear cryftal, with only forne red globules of 
а flimy nature floating on the top. At prefent 
having а fupply of timber on board our new prize, 
the commodore ordered our boats to be repaired, 
and а fwivel gun-ftock to be fixed in the bow both 
of the bärge and pinnace, in order to encreafe their 
force, in cafe we fhould be obliged to have recourfc 
to them for boarding fliips, or for any attempts on 
/hore.

As we ftood from hence to the northward, nothing 
remarkable occurred for two or three days; though 
we fpread our fhips in fuch а manner, that it was 
not probable any veffel of the enemy could efcape 
us. In our run along this coaft we generally ob- 
ferved, that there was а current which fet us to the 
northward, at the rate of ten or twelve miles each 
day. And now being in about eight degrees fouth 
latitude, we began to be attended with vaft num- 
bers of flying filh and bonitos, which were the firft 
we faw after our departure from the coaft of Bra- 
fil. But it is remarkable, that on the eaft fide of 
South America they extended to а much higher 
latitude than they do the weft fide; for we did 
not lofe them on the coaft of Bralil, till we ap
proached the fouthern tropic. The reafon for this 
diverfity is doubtlefs the different degrees of heat 
obtaining in the farne latitude on different fides of 
that continent.

The comparifon of the heat and cold of various 
climates, has as yet been very imperfeftly confi- 
dered. However, enough is known fafely to de- 
termine this pofition, that all places between the 
tropics are far from being the hotteft on the globe; 
as many of thofe within the polar circles are far 
from enduring that extreme degree of cold, to 
which their fituation fhould feem to fubjeét them: 
that is to fay, that the temperature of а place de- 
pends much more upon other circumftances, than 

upon
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vipon ife diftance from the pole, or its proximity 
to the equinoétial.

This propofition relates to the general tempera
ture of places, taking the whole year r-ound; and. 
in this fenfe it cannot be denied, that the city of 
London, for inftance, enjoys much warmer feafons. 
than the bottom of Hudfon’s bay, which is nearly 
in the farne latitude with it-, but where the feverity 
of the winter is fo great, that it will fcaj-cely permit 
the hardieft of our garden plants to live. And if 
the comparifon be made between the coaft of Brafil 
and the weitem fhore of South America, as, for ex- 
ample, betwixt Bahia and Lima, the difference will 
be ftill more confiderable; for though the coaft of 
Brazil isrextremely fultry, yet the coaft of the South 
Seas in the farne latitude is perhaps as temperate 
and tolerable as any part of the globe fince in 
ranging along it, we did not once meet with fo 
warm weather, as is frequent in а fummer’s day in 
England: which was ftill the more remarkable, as 
there never feil any rains to refrelh and cool the air.

If this matter be examined by means of the ther
mometers, which in refpeót to the abfolute degree' of 
heat and cold are doubtlefs the moft unerring evi- 
dence -, the refult will be indeed moft wonderful. 
Since it will hence appear, that the heat in very 
high latitudes, as at Peterfburgh for inftance, is at 
particular times much greater than any that has been 
hitherto obferved between the tropics and that even 
at London in the year 1746, there was the part of 
one day confiderably hotter than what was at any 
time felt by а fhip of Mr. Anfon’s fquadron, in run
ning from hence to Cape Horn and back again, 
and paffing twice under the fun.

If it fhould be afked, how it comes to pafs that 
the heat in many places between the tropics is efteem- 
ed fo violent and infufferable, when it appears by 
thefe inftances, that it is fometimes exceeded in very 
high latitudes, the anfwer muft be, that the efthua-
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tion of heat ought not to be founded upon that 
degree which may now and then obtain, but is ra
ther to be deduced from the medium obferved in 
а whole.feafon, or perhaps in а whole year: and in 
this- light it will ealily appear, how much more in- 
tenfe the farne degree of heat may prove, by being 
long continued without remarkable variation. For 
inftance, in comparing together St. Catharine’s and 
Feterfburgh, we will fuppofe the fummer heat at 
St. Catharine’s to be 7 6°, by Farenheit’s thermo
meter, and the winter heat to be twenty divifions 
fhort of it. Upon this fuppofition then, the medi
um heat all the year round will be 66°, and this 
perhaps by night as well as by day, with no great 
variation: now thofe who have attended to thermo
meters will readily own, that а continuation of this 
degree of heat for а length of time would by the 
generality of mankind be ftiled violent and fuffo- 
cating. But at Peterfburgh, though а few times in 
the year the heat, by the thermometer, may be con- 
fiderably greater than at St. Catharine’s, yet, as at 
other times the cold is immenfely ft arper, the me
dium for а year, or even for one feafon only, would 
be far fhort of 66°.

Befides this eftimation of the heat of а place, 
Ъу taking the medium for а confiderable time to
gether, there is another circumilance which will ftill 
augment the apparent heat of the warmer climates, 
and diminifh that of the colder. The meafure of 
abfolute heat, marked by the thermometer, is not 
the certain criterion of the fenfation of heat with 
which human bodies are affeéted. For as the per- 
petual fucceffion of frelh air is neceflary to refpira- 
tion, fo there is а fpecies of tainted or ftagnated air 
often produced by the continuance of gieat heats, 
which never fails to excite in us an idea of fultrinefs 
and fuffocating warmth, much beyond what the heat 
of the air alone, fuppofing it pure and agitated, 
would occafion. Hénce it follows, that the mere 
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tnfpeólion of the thermometer will never determine 
the heat which the human body feels from this caufe ; 
and hence it follows too, that the heat in moft places 
between the tropics muft be much more troublefome 
and uneafy, than the fame degree of abfolute heat 
in а high latitude : for the equability and duration of 
the tropical heat contribute to impregnate the air 
with а multitude of fteams and vapours not eafily 
removed, by reafon of the regularity of the winds in 
thofe parts; which only fhift the exhalations from 
place to place, without difperfing them. Whereas in 
the higher latitudes thefe vapours are probably raifed 
in firtaller quantities, and the irregularity and vio- 
lence of the winds frequently difperle them; fo that, 
the air being in general pure and lefs ftagnant, the 
fame degree of abfolute heat is not attended with 
that uneafy and fuffocating fenfation. This may fuf- 
fice in general with refpeét to the prefent fpecu- 
lation.

In this climate every circumftance concurred, that 
could make the open air and day-light defirable. For 
in other countries the fcorching heat of the fun in 
fummer, renders the greater part of the day unapt 
either for labour or amufement-, and the frequent 
rains are not lefs troublefome in the more temperate 
parts of the year. But in this happy climate the fun 
rarely appears: not that the heavens have at any time 
а dark gloomy look; for there is conftandy а chear- 
ful grey fky, juft fufficient to fcreen the fun, with
out obfcuring the air, or tinging the day-light 
with an unpleafant hue. By this means all parts 
of the day are proper for labour or exercife abroad ; 
nor is there wanting that pleafing refrigeration of 
the air, which is produced in other climates by 
rains i but is here brought about, by the ffefh 
breezes from the cooler regions to the fouthward. 
It is reafonable to fuppofe, that this fortunate сот - 
plexion of the heavens is principally owing to the 
neighbourhood of thofe vaft hilis, called the Andes, 
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which running nearly parallel to the (hore, and at а 
fmall diftance from it, and extending themlélves im- 
menfely higher than any other mountains upon the 
globe, form upon their fides and declivities а prodi- 
gious traét of country, where, according to the dif
ferent approaches to the fummit, all kinds of 
climates may, at all feafons of the year, be found. 
Thefe mountains, by intercepting great part of the 
eaftern winds, which generally blow over the con
tinent of South America, by cooling that part of the 
air which forces its way over their tops, and by 
keeping befide а large portion of the atmofphcre 
perpetually cool, from its contiguity to the fnows 
with which they are covered; thefe hilis, thus fpread- 
ing the influence of their frozen crefts to the neigh- 
bouring coafts and feas of Peru, are doubtlefs the 
caufe of the temperature and equability which con- 
ftantly prevail there. For when we were advanced 
beyond the equinoétial, where thefe mountains left 
us, and had nothing to fcreen us to the eaftward, 
but the high lands on the ifthmus of Panama, which 
are but mole-hills to the Andes, we then foon found 
that in а fhort run we had totally changed our cli
mate, paffing in two or three days from the tem
perate air of Peru, to the fultry burning atmof- 
phere of the Wcft Indies. But it is time to return 
to our narration.

On the ioth of November we wer« three leagues 
fouth of the fouthermoft ifland of Lobos, lying in 
the latitude of 6° : 27' fouth: there are two iflands 
of this name •, this called Lobos de la Mar; and an- 
other, which is fituated to the northward of it, very 
mach refembling it in Ihape and appearance; and 
often miftaken for ir, called Lobos de Tierre. We 
were now drawing near to the ftation appointed to 
the Gloucefter-, for which reafon, fearing to mils 
her, we made an eafy fail all nighr. The next morn- 
ing at day-break, we faw а Ihip in Ihore,. and to 
windward, plying up the coaft: Ihe had pafied by 
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us with the favour of the night, and we foon per-, 
ceiving her not to be the Gloucefter, got our tacks 
on board, and gave her chace ; but it proving very 
little wind, fo that neither of us could make much 
way, the commodore ordered his bärge, his pinnace, 
and the Tryal’s pinnace to be manned and armed, 
and to purfue the chace, and board her. Lieute
nant Brett, who commanded the bärge, came up with 
her firft, about nine o’clock, and running along- 
fide of her, he Hred а volley of fmall fhot between 
the mafts, juft over the heads of the people on board, 
and then inftantly entered with the greateft part of 
his men; but the enemy made no refiftance, being 
fufficiently frightened by the dazzling of the cutlaffes, 
and the volley they had juft received. Lieutenant 
Brett ordered the fails to be trimmed, and bore down 
to the commodore, taking up in his way the two 
pinnaces. When he was got within about four miles 
of us, he put off in the barge, bringing with him а 
number of the prifoners, who had given him forne 
material intelligence, which he was defirous the com
modore fhould be acquainted with as foon as pof- 
fible. On his arrival we learnt, that the prize was 
called Neuftra Senora del Carmin, of about two 
hundred and feventy tons burthen; fhe was com
manded by Marcos Morena, а native of Venice, and 
had on board forty-three marines: fhe was deep laden 
with fteel, iron, pepper, cedar, planks, fnuffs, rofaries, 
European bale goods, powder blue, cinnamon,Romifh 
indulgencies, and other fpecies of merchandizes: and 
though this cargoe, in our prefent circumftances, 
was but of little value to us, yet with refpeét to 
the Spaniards, it was the moft confiderable capture 
we made in this part of the world for it amounted 
to upwards of 400,000 dollars prime coft, at Pa
nama. This fhip was bound to Callao, and had 
ftopped at Paita in her paffage, to take in а recruit 
of water and provifions, having léft that place not 
above twenty-four hours, before fhe feil into our 
hands.

7 I have
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I have mcntioned that Mr. Brett had received forne 

important intelligence. The firft perfon he learnt it 
from was one John Williams an Irifhman, whom he 
found on board the Spanifh veflel. Williams was а 
papift, who worked his paflage from Cadiz, and had 
travelled all over the kingdom of Mexico as а ped- 
lar: he pretended, that by this bufinefs he had once 
got 4 or 5000 dollars; but that he was embarrafled 
by the priefts, who knew he had money, and was 
at laft ftript of every thing he had. He was indeed 
at prefent all in rags, being but juft got out of 
Paita gaol, where he had been confined for forne 
njifdemeanor •, he exprefled great joy upon feeing his 
countrymen, and immediately told them, that, а few 
days before, а veflel came into Paita, where the 
mafter of her informed the governor, that he had 
been chafed in the offing by а very large fhip, which 
from her fize, and the colour of her fails, he was 
perfuaded muft be one of the Englifh fquadron : 
this we then conjeftured to have been the Gloucef- 
ter, as we afterward found. The governor, upon 
examining the mafter, was fully fatisfied of his re
lation, and immediately fent away an exprefs to Lima 
to acquaint the viceroy therewith: and the royal 
officer refiding at Paita, apprehenfive of а vifit from 
the Engliffi, had, from his firft hearing of this news, 
been bufily employed in removing the king’s trea- 
fure and his own to Piura, а town within land, 
about fourteen leagues didant. We further learnt 
from our prifoners, that thcre was а very confider- 
able fum of money belonging to forne merchants 
of Lima, now lodged in the cuftom-houfe at Paita: 
and that this was intended to be fhipped on board 
а veflel, then in the port of Paita, and was pre
paring to fail with the utmoft expedition, being 
bound for the bay of Sonfonnate, on the coaft of 
Mexico, in order to purchafe а part of the cargo 
of the Manilla fhip. As the veflel in which the 
money was tp be fhipped was efteemed а prime 
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failer, had juft received а new coat of tallow on her 
bottom;''and might, in the opinion of the prifoners, 
be able to fail the fucceeding morning-, the charaóter 
they gave of her, left us little reafon to believe that 
onr (hip, which had been in the water near two years, 
could have any chance of coming up with her, if 
weonce fuffered her to efcape out of the port. Therc- 
fore, as we were now difcovered, and the coaft would 
be loon alarmed, and as our cruifing in thefe parts 
any longer would anfwer no purpofe; the commo
dore refolved to endeavour to furprize the place, 
having firft minutely informed himfelf of its ftrength 
and condition, and being fully fatisfied, that there 
was little danger of lofing many of our men in the 
attempt.

The town of Paita is fituated in the latitude of 
5° : 12' fouth, on а moft barren lbil : the cxtent of 
it but fmall, containing in all lefs than two hundred 
families. The houfes are only ground-floors; the 
walls built of fplit сапе and mud, and the roofs 
thatched with leaves: thefe edifices, though ex- 
tremely flight, are abundantly fufficient for a climate, 
where rain is confidered as а prodigy, and is not » 
feen in tnany years : fo that it is faid, а fmall quan- 
tity of rain falling in this country in the year 1728, 
ruined а great number of buildings, which mouldered 
away, and as it were melted before it. The inhabi- 
tants of Paita are principally Indians and black flaves, 
or at leaft а mixed breed, the whites being very few. 
The port of Paita, though in reality little more than 
а bay, is efteem the beft on that part of the coaft; * 
and is indeed а very fecure and commodious ancho- 
rage. It is greatly frequently by all velfels coming 
from the north; fince here only the fliips from Aca
pulco, Sonfonnate, Realeijo and Panama, сап touch 
and refrefh in their paflage to Callao: and the 
length of thefe voyages (the wind for the greateft 
part of the year being füll againft them) renders it 
impoflible to perform them without calling upon the 

coaft
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coaft for а recruit of frefh water. It is true Paita is 
fituated on fo parched а fpot, that it does not itfelf 
furnilh а drop of frefh water, or any kind of greens 
or provifions, except fifli and а few goats : but there 
is an Indian town called Colan, about two or three 
leagues diftant to the northward, from whence water, 
maize, greens, fowls, &c. are conveyed to Paita on 
balzas or floats, for the conveniency of the fhips 
that touch here; and cattle are fometimes brought 
from Piura, а town which lies about fourteen leagues 
up in the country. This port of Paita, befides fur- 
nifliing the northern trade bound to Callao, with 
water and neceflaries, is the ufual place where paf- 
fengers from Acapulco or Panama, bound to Lima, 
difembark; for, as it is two hundred leagues from 
hence to Callao, the port of Lima, and as the wind 
is generally contrary, the paflage by fea is very te- 
dious and fatiguing, but by land there is а tolerable 
good road parallel to the coaft, with many ftations 
and villages for the accommodation of travellers.

Mr. Anfon having informed himfelf of the ftrength 
of the place, refolved to attempt it that very night. 
We were then about twelve leagues diftant from the 
fhore, far enough to prevent our being difcovered ; 
yet not fo far, but that by making all the fail we 
could, we might arrive in the bay with our fhips 
long before day-break: however, the commodore 
prudently confidered; that this would be an impro- 
per method of proceeding, as our fhips, being luch 
large bodies, might be eafily feen at а diftance, even 
in the night, and might thereby alarm the inhabi- 
tants, and give them an opportunity of removing 
their valuable effeéts. Не therefore, as the ftrength 
of the place did not require our whole force, refolved 
to attempt it with our boats only, ordering the eigh- 
teen oared bärge, ourown and the Tryal’s pinnaces on 
that fervice; and having picked our fifty-eight men 
to man them, well furnilhed with arms and ammu
nition, he intrufted the command of the expedition

' to
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to lieutenant Brett. And the better to prevent the 
difappointment and confufion which might arife from 
the darknefs of the night, and from the ignorance 
of the ftreets and paflages of the place, two of the 
Spanifh pilots were ordered to attend the lieutenant •, 
and that we might have the greater fecurity for their 
behaviour on this occafion, the commodore took care 
to aflure our prifoners, that they fhould all of them 
be releafed, and fet on fhore at this place, provided 
the pilots adled faithfully $ but in cafe of any mif- 
condudl or treachery, he threatened that the pilots 
Ihould be inftantly fhot, and that he would carry the 
reft of the Spaniards, who were on board him, pri
foners to England.

On this occafion I cannot but remark а fingular 
circumftance of one of the pilots employed by us in 
this bufinefs. It feems, as we afterward learnt, he 
had been taken by captain Clipperton above twenty 
years before, and had been obliged to lead Clipper- 
ton and his people to the furprize of Truxillo, а 
town within land to the fouthward of Paita, where 
however he contrived to alarm his countrymen, and 
to fave them, though the place was carried and 
pillaged. Now that the only two ^ttempts on fliore, 
which were made at fo long an interval from each 
other, fhould be guided by the farne perfon, and 
he too а prifoner both times, and forced upon the 
employ contrary to his inclination, is an accident 
very extraordinary. But to return to the matter in 
hand.

During our preparations, the fhips themfelves ftood 
toward the port with all the fail they could make, 
being fecure that we were yet at too great a diftance 
to be feen. But about ten o’clock at night, the fhips 
being then within five leagues of the place, lieuten
ant Brett, with the boats under his command, put 
off, and arnved at the mouth of the bay without 
being difcovered ; though no fooner had he entered 
it, than forne of the people, on board а veflel riding 

a|



3$4 ANSON’s VOYAGE
at anchor there, perceived hirn, who inftantly get
ting into their boat, rowed towards the fort, fhouting 
and crying, The English, the English dogs, &c. 
by which the whole town was fuddenly alarmed, and 
oiir people foon obferved feveral lights hurrying 
backwards and forwards in the fort, and other marks 
of the inhabitants being in great motion. Lieute
nant Brett, on this, encouraged his men to pull brifkly 
up, that they might give the enemy as little time as 
poffible. However, before our boats could reach 
the fhore, the people in the fort had got ready forne 
of their cannon, and pointed them towards the land- 
ing-place-, and though in the darknefs of the night 
it might be well fuppofed that chance had а greater 
fhare than fkill in their direétion, yet the firit fhot 
pafled extremely near one of the boats, whiftling juft 
over the heads of the crew. This made our people 
rcdouble their efforts; fo that they had reached the 
fhore, and were in part dilembarked by the time the 
fecond gun fired. As foon as our men landed, they 
were condu&ed by one of the Spanifh pilots to the 
entrance of а narrow ftreet, not above fifty yards 
dirtant from the beach, where they were covered 
from the fire of the fort ; and being formed in the 
beft manner the fhortnefs of the time would allow, 
they immediately marched for the parade, which was 
а large fquare at the end of this ftreer, the fort being 
one fide of the fquare, and the governor’s houfe an- 
other. The huzzas of this fpirited detachment, join- 
ed with the noife of their drums, and favoured by 
the night, had augmented their numbers, in the 
opinion of the enemy, to at leaft three hundred; 
by which perliiafion the inhabitants were fo greatly 
intimidated, that they were much more folicitous 
about the means of flight than refiftance: fo tbat 
though upon entering the parade, our people receiv- 
ed а volley from the merchants who owned the trea- 
fure then in the town, and who, with а few others, 
had ranged themfelves in а gallery that ran round the 
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governor’s houfe, yet that poft was immediately 
abandoned upon the firft fire made by our people, 
who were thereby left in quiet pofleffion of the 
parade.

On this fuccefs lieutenant Brett divided his men 
into two parties, ordering one of them to furround 
the governor’s houfe, and, if poflible, to fecure the 
governor, whilft he himfelf at the head of the other 
marched to the fort, with an inrent to force it. В ut, 
contrary to his expeélation, he entered it without 
oppofition; for the enemy, on his approach, aban
doned it, and made their efcape over the walls.' 
By this means the whole place was maftered in lefs 
than а quarter of an hour’s time from the firft land
ing, and with no other lofs than that of one man 
killed on the fpot, and two wounded.

Lieutenant Brett, when he had thus far happily 
fucceeded, placed а guard at the fort, and another 
at the governor’s houfe, and appointed centinels at 
all the avenues of the town, both to prevent any 
furprize from the enemy, and to fecure the effeéts in 
the place from being embezzled. This being done, 
his next care was to feize on the cuftom-houfe, where 
the treafure lay, and to examine if any of the inha- 
bitants remained in the town, that he might know 
what farther precaufions it was necefiary to take; 
but he foon found that the numbers left behind 
were no ways formidable: for the greateft part 
of them (being in bed when the place was furprized) 
had run away with fo much precipitation, that they 
had not given themfelves timè to put on their cloaths. 
In this general rout the governor was not the laft to 
fecure himfelf, for he fled betimes half naked, leav- 
ing his wife, а young lady of about feventeen years 
of age, to whom he had been married but three or 
four days,' behind him; though fhe too was after- 
ward carried off in her fliift by а couple of centi
nels, juft as the detachment, ordered to inveft the 
houfe, arrived before it. This efcape of the gover-
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nor was an unpleafing circumftance, as Mr. Anfon 
had particularly recommended it to lieutenant Brett 
to fccure his perfon, ifpoffible; in hopes that by 
that means we mighc be able to treat for the ranfom 
of the place: but it feems his alertnefs rendered the 
execütion of thefe orders impraóticable. The few 
inhabitants who remained were confined in one of 
the churches under а guard, except lome ftout ne
groes which were found in the town; thefe, inftead 
of being (laut up, were employed the remaining part 
of the night to affift in carrying the treafure from the 
cuftom-houfe and other places to the fort: however, 
there was care taken that they lhould be always at- 
tended with а file of mufqueteers.,

The tranfporting the treafure from the cuftom- 
houfe to the fort, was the principal occupation of 
Mr. Brett’s people, after he had got pofleffion of the 
place. But the failors, while they were thus bufied, 
could not be prevented from entering the houfes which 
lay near them, in fearch of private pillage: where 
the firft things which occurred to them, being the 
cloaths that the Spaniards in their flight had left be- 
hind, and which, according to the cuftom of the 
country, were moft of them either embroidered or 
laced ; our people eagerly embraced thefe glittering 
habits, and put them on over their own dirty trowf- 
ers and jackets; not forgetting at the fame time, the 
tye or bag-wig and laced hat, which were generally 
found with the cloaths; and when this praétice was 
once begun, there was no preventing the whole de- 
tachment from imitating it. But thofe, who came 
lateft into the falhion, not finding men’s cloaths fuffi- 
cient to equip themfelves, were obliged to take up 
with women’s gowns and petticoats, which (provid- 
ed there was finery enough) they made no fcruple of 
putting on. and blending with their own greafy 
drefs. So that when а party of them thus ndicu- 
loufly metamorphofed firft appeared before Mr. Brett, 
he was extremclyf urprized at the grotefque fight, 
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and could not immediately be fatisfied they were his 
own people.

Thefe were the tranfaftions of our detachment on 
fliore at Paiti the firft night: but to return to what 
was done on board the Centurion in that interval. 
After the boats were gone off, we lay by ti:l one 
o’clock in the morning, and then fuppofing our de
tachment to be near landing, we made an. eafy faij 
for the bay. About feven in the morning we began 
to open the bay, and foon after had а view of the 
town : and though we had no reafon to doubt of the 
fuccefs of the enterprize, yet it was with great joy 
that we firft difcovered, by means of our perfpecr 
tives, an Englifti flag hoifted on the flag-ftaff of the 
fort, which to us was an inconteftable proof that 
our people was in poflèflion of the place. We plied 
into the bay with as much expedition as the wind, 
which then blew off fhore, would permit us: and at 
eleven, the Tryal’s boat came on board us, loaden 
with dollars and church-plate •, when the officer who 
commanded her informed us of the preceding night’s 
tranfaétions, as we have already related them. About 
two in the afternoon we anchored in ten fathom and 
а half at а mile and а half diftance from the town, and 
were confequently near enough tohave а more immedi' 
ate intercourfe with thofe on ffiore. And now we found 
that Mr. Brett had hitherto gone on in collefting arjd 
removing the treafure without interruption : but that 
the enemy had rendezvoufed from all parts of the 
country on a hill, at the back of the town, where 
they made no inconfiderable appearance. For amongft 
the reft of their force, there were two hundred horfe 
feemingly very well arm d and mounted, and, as we 
conceived, properly trained and regimentedbeing 
furnifhed with trumpets, drums, and ttandards. 
Thefe troops paraded about the hill with great often- 
tation, founding their military mufic, and praétifing 
every are to intimidate us, in hopes that we might be 
induced to abandon the pLce bafore the pillage was 
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compleated. But we were not lo ignorant as to believe, 
that this body of horfe, which feemed to be what the 
enemy principally depended on, would dåre to ven- 
ture in ftreets and amongft houfes, even had their 
numbers been three times as large ; and therefore, not- 
withftanding their menaces, we went on calmly, as 
long as the day-light lafted, in fending off the trea- 
fure, and in employing the boats to carry on board 
refrelhments, fuch as hogs, fowls, &c. which we 
found here in great abundance., However, at night, 
to prevent any furprize, the commodore fent on (hore 
а reinforcement, who pofted themfelves in all the 
paffages leading to the parade; and for their further 
fecurity, traverfed the ftreets with barricadoes fix 
feet high: but the enemy continuing quiet all night, 
we, at day-break, returned again to our labour of 
loading the boats, and fending them off.

By this time we were convinced of what confe- 
quence it would have been to us, had fortune fe- 
conded the prudent views of the commodore, by 
permitting us to have fecured the governor. For 
as we found in the place many ftore-houfes füll 
of valuable effeéts, which were ufelefs to us at 
prefent, and fuch as we could not find room for 
on board: had the governor been in-our power, 
he would, in all probability, have treated for the 
ranfom of this merchandize, which would have been 
extremely advantageous both to him and us : where- 
as, he being now at liberty, and having collected all 
the force of the country for many leagues round, and 
having even got а body of militia from Piura, which 
was fourteen leagues diftant; he was fo farelated with 
his numbers, and fo fond of his new military com- 
mand, that he feemed not to trouble himfelf much 
about the fate of his government. So that though 
Mr. Anfon fent feveral meffages to him by fome of 
the inhabitants, whom he had taken prifoners, offer- 
ing to enter into а trearƒ for the ranlom of the town 
andgoods, giving him, at the fame time, an inti- 
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mation that we fhould be far from infifting on а rigo- 
rous equivalent; and threatning too, that if he would 
not condefcend to treat, we would fet fire to the 
town, and all the ware-houfes : yet the governor was 
fo imprudent and arrogant, that he did not deign 
eyen to return the leaft anfwer to them.

On the fecond day of our being in pofleflion of the 
place, feveral negroe flaves deferted from the enemy 
on the hill, and coming into the town, voluntarily 
engaged in our fervice: one of thefe was well known 
to а gentleman on board, who remembered him for- 
merly at Panama. We now learnt that the Spaniards 
without the town were in extreme want of water, for 
tnany of their flaves crept into the place by ftealth, 
and carried away feveral jars of water to their maf- 
ters on the hill: ånd though fome of them were 
feized by our men in the attempt, yet the thirft 
among the enemy was fo prefling, that they conti- 
nued this praétice till we left the place. On this fe
cond day we were afliired, both by the deferters 
and by thefe prifoners we took, that the Spaniards 
on the hill, who were by this time increafed to а 
formidable njumber, had refolved to ftorm the town 
and fort the fucceeding night •, and that one Gordon, 
а Scots papift, and captain of а fhip in thofe feas, 
was to have the command of this enterprize. How- 
ever, we, notwithftanding, continued fending off our 
boats, and profecuted our work without the leaft 
hurry or precipitation till the evening •, when а rein- 
forcement was again fent on fliore by the commodore, 
and lieutenant Brett doubled his guards at each of 
the barricadoes: and our ports being conneóted by 
the means of centinels placed within call of each 
other, and the whole being vifited by frequent 
rounds, attended with а drum •, thefe marks of our 
vigilance, and of our readinefs to receive them, cooled 
their refolution, and made them forget the vaunts of 
the preceding day; fo that we paffed this fecond
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night with as lictle moleflation as we had done the 
former.
• : We had finilhed fending the treafure on board the 
Centurion the evening before •, fo that the third 
jnorning, being the 15th of November, the boats 
were employéd in carrying off the mort valuable part 
of the effeóts that remained in the' town. And the 
commodore intending to fail in the afcernoon, he, 
aboqt ten o’clöck, pürfuänt to his promife, fent all 
his prifoners, amounting to eighty-eight, on fhore, 
giving orders to lieutenant Brett to fecure them in one 
of the churches under а ftriét guard, till the men were 
réady to be embarked. Mr. Brett was at the farne 
time orderéd to burn the whole town, except the 
two churches (which by good fortune Rood at forne 
diftance from the houfes) and the.n he was to aban
don the place, and to return on board. Thefe or
ders were punétüally complied with; for Mr. Brett 
irrimediately fet his men to work, to diftribute pitch, 
tar, and other combuftibles, into houfes in different 
ftreets of the toWn ; fo that, the place being fired in 
many quarters at the farne time, the deftruction 
might be more violent and fudden ; and the enemy, 
after ’ our departure, not be able to extinguifh it. 
When thefe preparations were made, he, in the next 
place, commanded the cannon, which he found in 
the fort, to be nailed up; and then fetting fire to 
thofe houfes which were mofl to tfie windward, he 
colleéled his men, and marched toward the beach, 
where the boats waited to carry them off. As that 
part of the beach whence he intended to embark was 
än open place without the town, the Spaniards on the 
hill perceiving he was retreating, refolved to try if 
they could not precipitatc his departure, and thereby 
lay fome foundation for their future boafting. To 
this end a finali fquadi on of their horfe, confifting of 
about fixty, picked out, as I fuppofe, for this fervice, 
iparched down the hill with much feeming refolu- 
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ffon; fo that, had we not entertained an adequate 
opinion of their prowefs, we might have imagined, 
that now we were on the open beach with no advan- 
tage of fituation, they would certainly have charged 
us: but We prefumed (and we were not miftaken) 
that this was mere oftentation. For, notwithftand- 
ing the pomp and parade they at firft came on with, 
Mr. Brett по fooner ordered his men to halt and face' 
about, than the enemy ftopped and dared not to ad- 
vance а ftep further.

When our people were arrived at their boats, and 
were ready to go on board, they were for forne time 
retarded, by mifling one of their number; and being 
unable, on their mutual enquiries, to inform them- 
ielves where he was left, or by wliat accident he was 
detained, they, after а confiderable delay, refolved to 
get into their boats, and to depart without him. But 
when the laft man was aftually embarked, and the 
boats were juft putting off, they heard him calling 
to them to take him in : the place was by this time 
fo thoroughly on fire, and the fmoke covered the 
beach fo effédtually, that they could fcarcely difcover 
him, tho’ they heard his voice. However, the lieute- 
nant inftantly ordered one of the boats to his relief, 
who found him up to the chin in water, for he had 
waded as far as he durft, being extremely frightened 
with the apprehenfions of falling into the hands of an 
enraged enemy. On enquiring into the caufe of his 
ftaying behind, it was found that he had taken that 
morning too large а dofe of brandy, which had 
thrown him into fo found а Пеер, that he did not 
awake till the fire came near enough to fcorch him. 
He was ftrangely amazed at firft opening his eyes, to 
fee the houfes all in а blaze on one fide, and feveral 
Spaniards and Indians not far from him on the other. 
The greatnefs arid fuddennefs of his fright inftantly 
reduced him to а ftate of fobriety, and gave him 
fufficient prefence of mind to pufli through the 
thickeft of the fmoke, as the likelieft means to efcape
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the enemy; and making the beft of his way to the 
beach, he ran as far into the water as he durft, for he 
could not fwim, before he ventured to look back.

lt ought to be obferved, to the honour of our pep- 
ple, that though there were great quantities of wine 
and fpirituous liquors found in the place, yet this man 
was the only one who was known to have fo far ne- 
gleéted his duty, as to get drunk. Indeed, thcir 
whole behaviour. while they wcre alhore, was much 
more regulär than could well have been expeéted 
from failors who had been fo long confined to а ftiip : 
and though part of this prudent demeanor muß 
doubtlefs be imputed to the diligence of their officers, 
and to the excellent difcipline to which they had been 
conftantly inured on board the commodore; yet ß 
was no fmall reputation to the men, that they ftiould 
generally refrain from indulging themfelves in thofe 
liquors, which they found ready to their hands at al- 
rnoft every warehoufe.

By the time our people had helped their comrade 
out of the water, and were making the beft of their 
way to the fquadron, the fiames had taken pofleffion 
of every part of the town, and had got fuch hold, 
both by means of the combuftibles that had been 
diftributed for that purpofe, and by the flightnefs of 
the materials of which the houfes were compofed, 
and their aptitude to take fire; that it was fufficiently 
apparent, по effbrts' of the enemy (though they 
flocked down in great numbers) could poffibly put а 
ftop to it, or prevent the entire deftru&ion of the 
place, and all the merchandize contained therein.

Our detachrnent under lieutenant Brett having 
fafely joined the fquadron, the commodore prepared 
to leave the place the fame evening. He found, 
when he firft came into the bay, fix velfels of the 
enemy at anchor-, one whereof was the ffiip, which, 
according to our intelligence, was to have failed with 
the treafure to the coaft of Mexico, and which, as wc 
were perfuaded Ihe was ? good failer, we refolved to.

' take
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take with us: the others were two fnows, а bark, 
and two row-gallies of thirty-fix oars a-piecc. Thefe 
laft, as we were afterwards informed, with many 
others of the fime kind built at divers ports, were 
intended to prevent our landing in the neighbour- 
hood of Callao: for the Spaniards, on the firft intel
ligence of our fquadron and its force, expeéted that 
we would attempt the city of Lima. The commo
dore, having no occafion for thefe other veflels, had 
ordered the marts of all five of them to be cut away 
at his firft arrival; . and on his leaving the place 
they were towed out of the harbour, fcuttled, and 
funk : and the command of the remaining ftiip, call- 
ed the Solidad, being given to Mr. Hughs the lieu- 
tenant of the Tryal, who had with him а crew of 
ten men to navigate her, the fquadron, toward mid- 
night, weighed anchor, and failed out of the bay, 
being at prefcnt augmented to fix fail; that is, the 
Centuripn, and the Tryal’s prize, together with the 
Carmelo, the Terefa, the Carmin, and our laft ac- 
quired veflèl the Solidad.

It has been already obferved, that all the prifoners 
t^ken by us in our preceding prizes were here put 
on Ihore, and difcharged •, amongft whom there were 
forne perfons of confiderable diftinflion, efpecially а 
youth of about feventeen years of age, fon of the 
vice-p»efident of the council of Chili. As the barba- 
rity of the bpccaneers, and the artful ufe the eccle- 
fiaftics had made of it, had filled the*  natives of 
thofe countries with the moft terrible ideas of Eng- 
lilh cruelty we always found our prifoners, at their 
firft coming on board us, to be extremely dejeét- 
ed, and under great horror and anxiety. Particularly 
this youth, who having never been from home be- 
fore, lamented his captivity in the moft moving man
ner, regretting in very plaintive terms, his parents, 
his brothers, his filters, and his native country; of 
ajl which he was fully perfuaded he had taken his 
laft farewel; believing that he was now devoted, for 

the



394-, ANSON’s VO Y A GE
the remaining part of his life, to an abjeél and crue! 
fervitude. Indeed his companions on board, and all 
the Spaniards that came into our power, had the fame 
defponding opinion of their fituation. Mr. Anfon 
conftantly exerted his utmolt endeavours to efface 
thefe terrifying impreffions they had received of us; 
always taking care, that as many of the principal 
people atnong them as there were room for, fhould 
dine at his table by turns; and giving the ftriéteft 
orders too, that they fhould at all times, and in 
every circumftance, be treated with the utmoft de- 
cency and humanity. But notwithftanding this pre- 
caution, it was generally obferved, that the Brft day 
or two they did not quit their fears, fufpeéting the 
gentlenefs of their ufage to be only preparatory to 
fome unthought-of calamity. However, being at 
length convinced of our fincerity, they grew perfeét- 
ly eafy in their fituation, and remarkably chearful j fo 
that it was often difputable, whether or no they con- 
fidered their being detained by us as а misfortune. 
For the youth abovementioned, who was near two 
rnonths on board us, had taken fuch an affeftion to 
Mr. Anfon, and feemed fo much pleafed with а 
manner of life, totally different from all he had ever 
feen before; that it is doubtful whether, if his own 
opinion had been afked, he would not have preferred 
а voyage to England in the Centurion, to the being 
fet on fliore at Paita, where he was at liberty to re
turn to his country and friends.

This uniform conduót of the commodore to his 
prifoners gave them all the higheft idea of his huma
nity and benevolence, and induced them likewife to 
entertain very favourable thoughtsof the whole Eng- 
lifh nation. But whatever they might be difpofed to 
think of Mr. Anlon before the capture of the Terela, 
their veneration for him was prodigioufly increafed 
by his condudt toward thofe women, whom he took 
in th'at veffel: for the leaving them in the poffeffion 
of their apartments, the ftriét orders given to prevent
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all his people on board from apprpaching them, and 
the permitting the pilot to ftay with them as their 
guardian, were meafures that feemed fo different 
from what might be expeóted from an enemy and an 
heretic •, that the Spaniards on board, though they 
had themfelves experienced his beneficence, were 
furprized at this new inftance of.it, and the more fo, 
as all this was done without his ever feeing the wo- 
men, though the two daughters were both efteemed 
handfome, and the youngeft was celebrated for her 
uncommon beauty. The women themfelves too 
were fo fenfible of the obligations they owed him, for 
the care and attention with which he had protedted 
them, that they abfolutely refuled to go on fhore at 
Paita, till they had been permitted to wait on him on 
board the Centurion, to return him thanks in perfon. 
Indeed, all the prifoners left us with the.ftrongeft af- 
furances of their grateful remembrance of his uncom- 
mon treatment. А jefuit in particular, whom the 
commodore had taken, and who was an ecclefiaftic of 
forne diftinétion, could not help expreffmg himfelf 
with great thankfulnefs for the civilities he and his 
countrymen had found on board, declaring, that he 
fhould confider it as his duty to do Mr. Anion juftice 
at all times. Це added, that his ufage of the men pri
foners was fuch as could never be forgot, and fuch as 
he could never fail to acknowlege and recite upon all 
occafions: but that his behaviour to the womenwas 
fo extraordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that 
he doubted all the regard due to his own ecclefiaftical 
character, would be lcarcely fufficient to render it 
credible. Indeed we were afterward informed, that 
he and the reft of our prifoners had not been filent 
on this head •, but had, both at Lima and at other 
places, given the greatefl encomiums to our commo
dore ; the jefuit in particular, as we were told, having, 
on his accounr, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical 
fenfe that article of his church, which aflerts the im- 
poflibility of heretics being faved.

When
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When we got under fail from the coaft of Paita, wc 

ftood to the weftward, and in the morning the com
modore gave orders, that the whole fquadron fhould 
fpread themfelves, to look out for the Gloucefter. For 
as we then drew near the Ration where captain Mitchel 
had been direéted to cruife, we hourly expeéted to 
get fight of him ; but the whole day pafied without 
fee ing him.

And now а jealoufy, which had taken its rife at 
Paita, concerning the appropriation of the plunder, 
between thofe who had been commanded on fhore 
for the atcack, and thofe who had continued on 
board, grew to fuch а height, that the commodore, 
being made acquainted with it, thought it neceflary 
to interpofe his authority to appeafe it. Thefe con- 
teRs amongR our men, were carried on with great 
heat on both fides: and though the plunder in quef- 
tion was а very trifte, in comparifon of the treafure 
taken in the place, yet as the obRinacy of failors is 
not always regulated by the importance of the matter 
in difpute, the commodore thought it neceflary to 
put а flop to this ferment betimes. Accordingly, 
the morning after our leaving Paita, he ordered all 
hands upon the quarter-deck ; where, addrefling him- 
felf to thofe who had been detached on fhore, he com- 
mended their behaviour, and thanked them for their 
fervices on that occafion : but then reprefenting to 
them the reafons urged, by thofe who had continued 
on board, for an equal diflribution óf the plunder, 
which he faid he thought very conclufive; he there- 
fore infifled, that not only the men, but all the offi
cers likewife, who had been employed in taking the 
place fhould produce the whole of their plunder im- 
mediately upon the quarter-deck ; and that it fhould 
be impartially divided amongR the whole crew, in 
proportion to each man’s rank and commifllon: and 
to prevent thofe who had been in pofTeffion of the 
plunder From murmuring at this diminution of their 
ihare, the commodore added, that as an encourage- 

ment
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ment to others who might be hereafter employed on 
like fervices, he would give his entire fhare to be dif- 
tributed amongft thofe who had been detached for 
the attack of the place. Thus this troublefome affair, 
which, if permitted to have gone cd, might perhaps 
have been attended with mifchievous confequences, 
was by the commodore’s prudence foon appeafed, to 
the general fatisfaflion of the fhip’s Company.

This important bufinefs employed the beft part of 
the day, after we c.ame from Paita. And now, at 
night, having no fight of the Gloucefter, the com
modore ordered the fquadron to bring to, that we 
might not pafs her in the dark. The next morn- 
ing we again looked out for her, at ten faw a fail, 
to which we gave chace; and at two in the afternoon 
we came near enough to difcover her to be the Glou
cefter, with а fmall veflel in tow, About an hour 
after, we were joined bythem-, and then we learnt 
that captain Mitchel, in the whole time of his cruile, 
had only taken two prizes; one of them being а 
fmall fnow, whole cargo confifted chiefly of wine, 
brandy, and olives in jars, with about 7000 1. in fpe- 
cie ; and the other а large boat or launch, which the 
Gloucefter’s bärge came up with near the fhore. The 
prifoners on board this laft veffel alleged, that they 
were very poor, and that their loading confifted only 
of cotton; though the circumftances in which the 
bärge furprized them, feemed to infinuate that they 
were more opulent than they pretended to be : for 
the Gloucefter’s people found them at dinner upon pi- 
geon-pye, ferved up in filver difhes. However, the 
officer who commanded the bärge having opened fe
veral of the jars on board, to fatisfy his curiofity, and 
finding nothing in them but cotton, he was inclined 
to believe the account the prifoners gave him: but the 
cargo being taken on board the Gloucefter, and there 
examined more ftriótly, they were agreeably furprized 
to find, that the whole was а very extraordinary piece 
of falfe package ■, and that there was concealed 

amongft
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dhióngft the cötton, in every jar, å confiderable quart- 
tity of doublé doubloons and dollars, to the amount 
ön the whole df néar 12,öböl This tréalure was go- 
ing'to Paita, and belonged to the farne merchants 
who Were the propriétors of the gréateft part of the 
motiey we had taken thére: fo that had this boat 
efcaped the Gloucefter. it is probable her cargo would 
have falfen into our hands. Belide thefe two prizes 
iv'hich we have mentionéd, the Gloucefter’s people 
told us, that they had been in fight of two or three 
other fhips of the énemy which had efcaped them •» 
and one of them, we had reafon to believe from forne 
of our intelligence, was of immenfe value.

Being; now joined by the Gloucefter and her prize, 
it was refolved that we fhould ftand to the northward, 
and make the beft of our way either to Cape St. 
Lucas on California, or to Cape Corientes on the coaft 
of Mexico. Indeed the commodore, when at Juan 
Fernandes, häd determined with himfelf to touch in 
the neighbotrrhood of Panama, and to endeavour to 
get forne correfpondence ovér-larid with the fleet un
der the command of admiral Vernon. For when we 
departed from England, we left а large force at Portf- 
mouth, which was intendéd to be fent to the Weft 
Indies-, tbere to be employéd in an expedition againft 
forne of the Spanifh fettlements And Mr. Anion 
taking it for granted, that this entérprize had fuc- 
ceeded, and that Porto Bello perhaps might be then 
garrifoned by Britifh troops, he hoped, that on his 
arrival at the ifthmus, he fhould eafily procure an in- 
tércourfe with our countrymen on the other fide. So 
that Mr. А nfon flattered himfelf, that he might 
by this means have received а reinforcement of men, 
and that by fettling а prudent plan of operations 
with our commanders in the Weft Indies, might 
havé taken even Panama itfelf. This would have 
given to the Britifh nation the poffeffion of that 
ifthmus, wfiereby wé fhould have been in effeét maf- 
ters of all the treafures of Peru, and fhould have had

2 in
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in our hands зп equivalent for any demands, which 
we might have been induced to have made on either 
of the branches of the houfe of Bourbon.

Such were the projefts which the commodore re- 
volved in his thoughts at the ifland of Juan Fer
nandes, notwithllanding the feeble condition to which 
he was then reduced. But in examining the papers 
which were found on board the Carmelo, the firft 
prize we took, we learnt that our attempt againft Car- 
thagena had failed, and that there was no probability 
that our fleet, in that part of the world, would engage 
in any new enterprize, which would at all facilitate 
this plan.

The only feafible meafure which was then left us, 
was to fteer as foon as poflible to the fouthern parts of 
California, or to the adjacent parts of Mexico, there 
to cruife for the Manilla galeon, which we kneW was 
now at fea, bound to the port of Acapulco; and 
we doubted not to get on that ftation time enough ro 
intercept her. This fhip does not ufually arrive at 
Acapulco till toward the middle of January, and wc 
were now but in the middle of November; and not 
conceiving that .our paflage thither would coft us 
above а month or five weeks, we imagined we 
had near twice as much time ås was neceflary fot 
our purpofe. Indeed there was а bufinefs which we 
forefaw would occafion forne delay, but we flattered 
ourfelves that it would be difpatched in four or fivc 
days, and therefore could not interrupt our projeft. 
This was the recruiting of our water; for the number 
of prifoners we had entertained on board, fince our 
leaving the ifland of Fernandes, had fo far exhaufted 
our ftock, that it was impoflible to think of vefltur- 
ing upon this paflage to the coaft of Mexico, till we 
had procured а frelh fupply : efpecially as at Paita, 
where we had forne hopes of getting а quantity, we 
did not find enough for our confumption during out 
ftay there. It was for forne time а matter of delibe- 
ration, where we fhould take in this neceflary article;

but
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but by confulting the accounts of former navigators* ’ 
and examining our prifoners, we at laft refolved for 
the iftand of Quibo, fituated at the mouth of the bay 
of Panama ; nor was it but on good grobnds that the 
commodore conceived this to be the propereft place 
for watering the fquadron. Indeed, there was а 
fmall iftand called Cocos, which was lefs out of our 
way than Quibo, where forne of the buccaneers have 
pretended to find water; but none of our prifoners 
knew any thing of it: and befide, by going to Qui
bo we were not without hopes thac forne of the 
enemy’s fhips bound to or from Panama, might fall 
into our hands.

Determined therefore by thefe reafons for Quibo, 
•we direéted our courfe northward, being eight fail in 
Company, and confequently having the appearance of 
avery formidable fleet; and on the iQth, at day-break, 
we difcovered Cape Blanco, bearing fouth fouth eaft, 
one half eaft, feven miles diftant. This cape lies in 
the latitude of 400 15'fouth, and is always made by 
fhips bound either to windward or to leeward; fo that 
off this cape is а moft excellent ftation to cruife upon 
the enemy. By this time we found that our laft 
prize, the Solidad, was far from anfwering the cha
racter given her of а good failer; fhe and the Santa 
Terefa delaying us confiderably. The commodore 
therefore commanded them both to be cleared of 
every thing that might prove ufeful to the reft of the 
fhips, and to be burnt: and having given proper in- 
ftruétions, and а rendezvous to the Gloucefter and 
the other prizes, we proceeded in our courfe for 
Quibo; and on the 2 2d in the morning, faw the iftand 
of Plata, bearing eaft, diftant aboutfour leagues. At 
three in the afternoon point Manta bore fouth eaft by 
eaft, feven miles diftant; and there being а town of 
the farne name in the neighbourhood, capt. Mitchel 
took this opportunity of l'ending away feveral of his 
prifoners from the Gloucefter in the Spanifli launch. 
The boats were now daily employed in diftributing

4 . prcvifions
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provjfions on board our prizes, to complete thelr 
ftock for fix months: and that the Centurion might 
be the bettcr prepared to give the Manilla fhip а 
warm reception, the carpenters were ordered to fix 
eight ftocks in the main and foretops, which were 
properly fitted for the mounting of fwivel guns.

On the 25th we had а fight of the ifland of Gallo, 
bearing eaft fouth eaft and one half eaft, four leagues 
diftant; and from hence we crofted the bay of Pa
nama with а north weft courfe, hoping that this 
would have carried us in а direót line to the ifland. of 
Quibo. But we afterward found that we ought 
to have ftood more to the weftward; for the 
winds in а (hort time began to incline to that 
uuarter, and made it difficult to gain the ifland. 
After pafling the equinoftial, (which we did on 
the 22d) and leavingthe neighbourhood of the Cor- 
dilleras, and ftanding more and more toward the 
ifthmus, where the communication of the atmofphere 
to the eaftward and the weftward was no longer in- 
terrupted ; we found in very few days an extraordinary 
alteration in the climate. For inftead of that uniform 
temperature, where neither the excefs of heat or cold 
was to be complained of, we had now for feveral 
days together clofe and fultry weather, refembling 
wliat we had before met with on the coaft of Brafil, 
and in other parts between the tropics on the eaftern 
fide of America. We had befide frequent calms and 
heavy rains •, which we at firft afcribed to the neigh
bourhood of the line, where this kind of weather is 
generally found to prevail at al! feafons of the year $ 
but obferving that it attended us to the latitude of 
feven degrees north, we were at length induced to be» 
lieve, that the ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards 
call it, the vandevals, was not yet over.

On the 27th, captain Mitchel having finiflied the 
clearing of his largeft prize, ftie was fcuttled, and fef 
on fire •, but we ftill confifted of five (hips, and were 
fortunate enough to find them all good failers j fo

Vol. Ш, D d ' th&
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that we never occafioned any delay to each othcr. 
Being now in а rainy climate, which we had been 
long difufed to, we found it neceflary to caulk thc 
decks and fides of the Centurion, to prevent the rain
water from running into her.

On the 3d of December we had а view of the ifland 
of Quibo •, the eaft end of which then bore from us 
north north weft, four leagues diftant, and the ifland 
of Quicaro weft north weft, about the fame diftance. 
Неге we ftruck ground fixty-five fathom of line, the 
bottom of grey fand, with black fpecks. Whcn wc 
had thus got fight of the land, we found the wind to 
hang wefterly •, and therefore, night coming on, we 
thought it advifeable to ftand off till the morning, 
as there are faid to be fome fhoals in the entrance of 
the channel. But the wind ftill proving un^avour- 
able, we were obliged to ply on and off for the 
fucceeding twenty-four hours, and were frequently 
taken aback. However, about three in the afternoon 
we entered the Canal Bueno, pafling round а Ihoal 
which ftretches off about two miles from die fouth 
point of the ifland. This Canal Bueno, or Good 
Channel, is at leaft fix miles in breadth; and as we 
had the wind large, we kept in а good depth of wa
ter, generally from twenty-eight to thirty-three fa
thom, and came not within а mile and а half diftance 
of the breakers : though, in all probability, if it had 
been neceflary, we might have ventured much ncarer, 
without incurring the leaft danger. At feven in the 
evening we anchored in thirty-three fathom muddy 
ground; the fouth point of the ifland bearing fouth 
eaft by eaft, а remarkable high part of the ifland weft 
by north, and the ifland Sebaco eaft by north.

The next morning, after our anchoring, an officer 
was difpatched on fhore to difcover the watering 
place, who having found it, returned before noon j 
and then we fent the long boat for а load of water, 
and at the fame time we weighed and ftood farther in 
with our fhips. At two we came to an anchor in 

twcnty-
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twenty-two fathom, with a bottom of rough gravel 
intermixed with broken fhells, the watering place 
now bearing from us north weft one half north, only 
three quarters of а mile diftant.

This ifland of Quibo is extremely convenient for 
wooding and watering •, fince the trees grow clofe to 
the high-water mark, and а large rapid ftream of frefh 
water runs over the fandy beach into the fea: fo that we 
were little more than two days laying in all the wood 
and water we wanted. The whole ifland is of а very 
moderate height, excepting one part. It confifts of 
а continued wood fpread all over the whole iürface of 
the country, which preferves its verdure the year 
round. Amongft the other wood, we found there 
abundance of caffia, and а few lime-trees. It appear- 
ed fingular to us, that, confidering the climate and 
the fhelter, we fhould fee no other birds than parrots, 
parroquets, and mackaws ; indeed of thefe laft there 
were prodigious flights. Next to thefe birds, the ani- 
mals we found in moft plenty were monkeys and 
guanas, and thefe we frequently killed for food; for 
notwithftanding there were many herds of deer upon 
the place, yet the difficulty of penetrating the woods 
prevented our coming near them; fo that though wc 
faw them often, we killed only two during our ftay. 
Our prifoners afliired us, that this ifland abounded 
with tigers •, and we did once difcover the print of а 
tiger’s paw upon the beach, but the tigers themfelves 
we never faw. The Spaniards too informed us, that 
there was frequently found in the woods а moft mif- 
chievous ferpent, calied the flying fnake, which 
they faid darted itfelf from the boughs of trees on 
either man or beaft that came within its reach ■, 
and whofe fting they believed to be inevitablc 
death. Befide thefe dangerous land-animals, the 
fea thereabout is infefted with great numbers of al
ligators of an extraordinary fize; and we often ob- 
ferved а large kind of flat-filh, jumping а confider- 
able height out of the water, which we fuppofed to be 
the filh that is faid frequently to deftroy the pearl di- 
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vers, by dafping them in its fins as they rife from the 
bottom : and we were told that the divers, for their 
fecurity, are now always armed with а ffiarp knife, 
which, when they are entangled, they flick into the 
belly of the fifh, and thereby difengage themfclves 
from its embraces.

Whilft the fhip continued here at anchor, the com
modore, attended by forne of his officers, went in a boat 
to examine а bay which lay to the northward; and 
they afterwards ranged all along the eaftern fide of 
the ifland. And in the places where they put on 
fhore in the courfe of this expedition, they generally 
found the foil to be extremely rich, and met with 
great plenty of excellent water. In particular near 
the north eaft point of the ifland, they difcovered а 
natural cafcade, which furpaffed, as they conceived, 
every thing of this kind, which human art or induf- 
try hath hitherto produced. All the neighbourhood 
of this ftream was а fine wood; and even the huge 
maffes of rocks which overhung the water, and 
which, by their various projeétions, formed the ine- 
qualities of the channel, were covered with lofty forelt 
trees. Whilft the commodore, with thofe accompa- 
nying him, were attentively viewing this place, and 
were remarking the different blendings of the water, 
the rocks, and the wood, there came in fight, as it 
were ftill to heighten and animate the profpeét, а 
prodigious flight of mackaws, which hovering over 
this fpot, and often wheeling and playing on the wing 
about it, afforded а moft brilliant appearance, by the 
glittering of the fun on their variegated piumage : fo 
that forne of the fpeflators cannot refrain from а kind 
of tranfport, when they recount the complicared beau- 
ties which occurred in this extraordinary water-fall.

In this expedition, which the boat made along the 
eaftern fide of the ifland, though they difcovered no 
inhabitants, yet they.faw many huts upon the fhore, 
and great hcaps of fhells of fine mother of pearl 
fcattered up and down in different places: thefe were 
the remains left by the pearl-fifhers from Panama, 

6 who
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who often frequent this place in the fummer feafon-, 
for the pearl oyfters, which are to be met wich every 
where in the bay of' Panama, do fo abound at Quibo, 
that by advancing а very little way into the fea, you 
might (loop down and reach them from the bottom. 
They are ufualjy very large, and out of curiofity we 
opened fome of them with а viewoftafting them, but 
we found them extremely tough and unpalatable. 
And having mentioned thefe oyfters and the pearl 
fifliery, I muft beg leave to recite а few particulars re- 
lating to that fubjekt.

The oyfters moft produktive of pearls are thofe 
found in confiderable depths; for though what ,are 
taken up by wading near fhore, are of the fame fpe- 
cies, yet the pearls they contain are few in number 
and very fmall. It is faid too, that the pearl partakes 
in fome degree of the quality of the bottom on which 
the oyfter is lodged; fo that if the bottom be mud- 
dy, the pearl is dark and ill coloured.

The taking up oyfters from great depths for the 
fake of their pearls, is а work performed by negro 
flaves, of which the inhabitants of Panama and the 
neighbouring coaft formerly kept vaft numbers, which 
were carefully trained up to this bufinefs. Thefe are 
faid not to be efteemed complete divers, ijll they 
have by degrtes been able to protrakt their ftay fo 
long under water, that the biood gufhes out from 
their nofe, mouth, and ears: and it is the tradi
tion of the country, that when this accident lias once 
befallen them, they dive for the future with much 
greater facility than before •, and they have no appre- 
henfion either that any inconvenience can attend it, 
the bleeding generally ftopping of itfelf, or that there 
is any probability of their being .ever fubjekt to it а 
ftcond time. But to return from this digreflion.

Though the pearl oyfter, as hath been faid, was 
incapable of being eaten, yet that defekt was more 
than repaid by the turtle; а dainty which the fea at 
fliis place furnifhed us with in the greateft plenty and 
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psrfeétion. There are generally reckoned four fpc- 
cies of turtie; that is, the trunk turtie, the logger- 
head, the hawkfbill, and the green turtie. The two 
firft are rank and unwholefome; the hawkfbill (which 
affords the tortoife-fhelljisbut indifferent food, though 
better than the other two; but the green turtie is ge
nerally elleemed, by the greateft part of thofe who are 
acquainted with its tafte, to be the molt delicious of all 
eatables. At this ifland we caught what quantity we 
pleafed with great facility; for as they are an amphibi- 
ous animal, and get on Ihore to lay their ergs, which 
they generally depofit in а large hole in the land, juft 
above the high-water-wark, covering them up, and 
leaving them to be hatched by the heat of the fun, 
we ufually difperfed feveral of our men along the 
beach, whofe bufinefs it was to turn them on their 
backs when they came to land ; and the turtie being 
thereby prevented from getting away, we brought 
them off at our leifure. By this means we no: only 
fecured а fufficient ftock for the time we ftayed on the 
ifland, but we carried а number of them with us^to 
fea, which proved of great fervice both in lengthen- 
ing out our ftore of provifion, and in heartening the 
whole crew with an almoft conftant fupply of frefh 
aqd palatable food. For the turties being large, they 
generally weighing about 2001. weight cach, tholé 
we took with us lafted near а month : fo that before 
our ftore was fpent, we met with а frefh recruit on the 
coaft of Mexico, where in the heat of the day we often 
faw great numbers of them faft afleep, floating on the 
furface of the water. Upon difcovering them, we 
ufually fent out our boat with а man in the bow, who 
was а dexterous diver: and as the boat came within 
а few yards of the turtie, the diver plunged into the 
water, taking care to raife clofe upon it, when feizing 
the (hell near the tail, and preflïng down the hinder 
parts, the turtle was thereby awakened, and began to 
ftrike with its claws, which motion fupported both ic 
And the diver till the boat came up and took them in»

By
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By this management we never wanted turtie for the 
fucceeding four months in which we continued at fea. 
In the whole feven months, from our leaving Juan 
Fernandes to our anchoring in the harbour of Chequer 
tan, we buried no more in the whole fquadron than 
two men у а moft inconteftable proof that the turtle, 
on which we fed for the laft four months of this 
term, was at leaft innocent, if not fomething more.

Confidering the fcarcity of other provifions on 
forne part of the coaft of the South Seas, it appears 
wonderful that а fpecies of food, fo very palatable 
and falubrious as turtie, Ihould be profcribed by the 
Spaniards as unwholefotne, and little lefs than poifon- 
ous. Perhaps the ftrange appearance of this animal 
may have been the foundation of this fuperftitious 
averfion, of which we had many inftances during the 
courfe of this navigation. I have already obferved, 
that we had taken in our prizes forne Indian and ne
gro flaves; we did not difmifs them with their maf- 
ters, but continued them on board, as our crews 
were thin, to aflift in navigating our fhips. Thefe 
poor people were aftonifhed at our feeding on turtie, 
and feemed fully perfuaded that it would foon de- 
ftroy us: but tinding that none of us fuffered in our 
health by this dier, they at laft got fo far the better 
of their averfion, as to be perfuaded ro tafte it, to 
which the abfence of all other kinds of frefh pro
vifions might not а little contribute. However, it 
was with great reluftance, and very fparingly, that 
they firft began to eat of it: but the relifh improv- 
ing upon them by degrees, they at laft grew extreme- 
ly fond ’of it, and preferred it to every other kind 
of food, and often felicitated each other on the hap
py experience they had acquired, and the luxurious 
and plentiful repafts it would always be in their 
power to procure, when they fhould again return 
back to their country. Thofe who are acquainted 
with the manner of life of thefe unhappy wretches, 
peed not be told, that next to large draughts of fpi- 
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rituous liquors, plenty of tolerable food is the greatcft 
joy they know, and conlequently the difcovering the 
means of being always fupplied with what quantity 
they pleafed, of а food more delicious to the pa
late than any their haughty lords and malters could 
indulge in, was doubtlefs а circumltance which they 
confidered as the molt fortunate that could befall 
them.

In three days time we had compleated our bufi- 
nefs at this place, and were extremely impatient to 
depart, that we might arrive time enough on the 
coalt of Mexico, to intercept the Manilla galeon. 
But the wind being contrary, detained us а night; 
and the next day, when we got into the offing, which 
we did through the farne channel by which we en- 
tered, we were obliged to keep hovering about the 
illand, in hopes of getting fight of the Glouceller, 
who was feparated from us on our firft arrival. It 
was the yth of December, in the morning, when we 
put to fea i continuing to the fouthward of the 
illand, looking out for the Gloucefter, we, on the 
loth, at five in the afternoon, difeerned а fmall fail 
to the northward of us, to which we gave chace, 
and coming Up with her, took her. She proved to 
be а bark from Panama, called the Jefu Nazareno. 
She had nothing on board but forne oakum, about а 
ton of rock-falt, and between 30 and 40 1. in fpecie. 
molt of it conftfting of fmall filver money, intended 
for purchaling а cargo of provifions at Cheripe, an 
inconllderable village on the continent.

And on occafion of this prize I canhot but ob- 
ferve, for the ufe of future eruifers, that,, had wc 
been in want of provifions, we had, by this capture, 
an obvious method of fupplying ourfelves. For at 
Cheripe there is a conflant Hore of provifions pre- 
pared for the velfels who go thither every week from 
Panama, the market of Panama being chiefly fup
plied from thence : fo that by putting а few of our 
hands on board our prize, we might eafily have feized 

а large
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а large quantity without any hazard, fince Cheripe is 
д place of no ftrength. As provifions are the ftaple 
coipmodity of that place and of its neighbourhood, 
the knowlege of this circumftance may be of great 
ufe to fuch cruifers as find their provifions grow fcant, 
and yet are defirous of continuing on that coaft.

On the i2th of December we were at laft re- 
lieved from the perplexity we had fuffered, occa- 
fioned by the feparation of the Gloucefter; for on 
that day fhe joined us, and informed us, that in tack- 
ing to the fouthward, on our firft arrival, flie had 
fprung her fore top-maft, which had difabled her 
from working to windward, and prevented her from 
joining us fooner. And now we fcuttled and funk 
the Jelu Nazareno the prize we took laft ; and hav- 
ing the greateft impatience to get into а proper Na
tion for intercepting the Manilla galeon, we ftood al- 
together to the weftward, leaving the ifland of Qui
bo, notwithftanding all the impediments we met 
with, about nine days after our firft coming in fight 
of it.

On the i2th of December we ftood from Quibo 
to the weftward, and the fame day the commodore 
delivered frefh inftruótions, appointing the rendcz- 
voufes, and the courfes to fteer in cafe of а fepara
tion. And firft, the veflèls were.direfted to ule all 
pofilble difpatch in getting to the northward of the 
harbour of Acapulco, where they were to endea- 
vour to fall in with the land, between the latitudes 
of )8 and 19 degrees-, from thence to beat up the 
coaft at eight or ten leagues diftance from the fhore, 
till they came a-breaft of Cape Corientes, in the la
titude of 20° 20'. After they arrived there, they 
were to continue cruifing on that ftation till the i4th 
of February, when they were to depart for the middle 
ifland of the Tres Marias, in the latitude of 21° 
25', bearing from Cape Corientes north-weft by north 
twenty five leagues diftant. And if at this ifland 
they did not meet the Commodore, they were there 

to
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to recruit their wood and water, and then immedi- 
ately to proceed før the ifland of Macao, on the 
coaft of China. Thefe orders being diftributed to 
all the flups, we had little doubt of arriving foon 
upon our intended ftation ; as we expefted upon the 
increafing our offing from Quibo, to fall in with the 
regulär trade-wind. But, to our extreme vexation, 
we were baffled for near а monrh, either by tempef- 
tuous weather from the wertem quarter, or by dead 
calms and heavy rains, attended with а fiiltry air: 
fo that it was the 25dl of December before we faw 
the ifland of Cocos, which, according to our reckon- 
ing, was only а hundred leagues from the continent; 
and even then we had the mortification to make fo 
little way, that we did not lufe fight of it again in 
five days.

This ifland we found to be in the latitude of 5е’ 20' 
north. It has а high hummock toward the wertem 
part, which defeends gradually, and at lart terminates 
in а low point to the eaftward. From the ifland of 
Cocos we ftood wert by north, and were till the 9th 
of January in running an hundred leagues more. 
We had at firft flattered ourfelves, that the uncertain 
weather, and wert' rn gales we met with, were ow- 
'ing to the neighbourhood of the continent; from 
which, as we got more diftant, we expefted every 
day to be relieved, by falling in with the eaftern 
trade-wind : but as our hopes were fo long baffled, 
and our patience quite exhaufted, we began at length 
to delpair of fucceeding in the great purpofe in view, 
that of intercepting the Manilla galeon. This pro- 
duced а general dejcétion amongft us, as we had at 
firft confidered the projeft as almoft infallible, and 
had indtilged ourfelves in the mort boundlefs hopes 
of the advantages we ftiould thence receive. How- 
cver, our defpondence was at laft fomewhat allevi- 
ated by я favourable change of the wind ; for, on 
the 9th of January, а gale fprung up the firft jime 
from the north-eaft, and on this we took the Car

melo
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melo in tow, as the * Gloucefter did the Garmin, 
making all the fail we could to improve the advan- 
tage, becaufe we ftill fufpeéted that it was only 
а temporary gale which would not lalt long ; 
though the next day we had the fatisfaólion to find 
that the wind did not only continue in the fame 
quarter, but blew with fo much brifknefs and ftcadi- 
nefs that we no longer doubted of its being the true 
trade-wind. As we now advanced a-pace toward 
our ftation, our hopes began again to revive, and 
our former defpair by degrees gave place to more 
fanguine prejudicesj infomuch that though the cuf- 
tomary feal’on of the arrival of the galeon at Acapul
co was already elapfed, yet we were by this time un- 
reafonable enough to flatter ourfelves that fome acci- 
dental delay might, for our advantage, lengthen out 
her paflage beyond its ufual limits.

When we got into the trade-wind, we found no 
alteration in it till the 17th of January, when we 
were advanced to the latitude of 12й 50', buton that 
day it lhifted to the weftward of the north: this 
change we imputed to our having haled up too foon, 
though we then efteemed ourfelves füll feventy 
leagues from the coaft ; whence, and by our former 
experience, we were fully fatisfied that the trade- 
wind doth not take place, but at а confiderable dif- 
tance from the continent. After this the wind was 
not fo favourable to us as it had been : however, we 
ftill continued to advance-, and, on the 2Óth of Ja
nuary, being then to the northward of Acapulco, 
we tacked and (lood to the eaftward, with а view 
of making land.

When, on the 2Óth of January, we ftood to the 
eaftward, we expefted by our reckonings to have 
fallen in with the land on the 2Sth; yet though the 
weather was perfeélly clear, we had no fight of it at 
fun-let i and therefore we continued our courfe, noc 
doubting but we (hould fee it by the next morning. 
About ten at night we difcovered а light on the lar- 

board-
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board-bow, bcaring from us north north-eaft. The 
Tryal’s prize too, who was about а mile a-head ot 
us, made а fignal at the lame time for feeing а fail: 
as we had none of us any doubt but what we faw 
was а Ihip’s light, we were all extremely animated 
with а firm perfuafion that it was the Manilla galeon, 
which had been fo long the objeft of our wilhes: 
and what added to our alacrity, was our expcóiation 
of meeting with twó of them inftead of one ; for we 
took it for granted, that the light in view was cat- 
ried in the top of one fliip, for а direélion to her 
confort. We immediately caft off the Carmelo, and 
prelfed forward with all our canvas, making а fignal 
for the Gloucefter to do the fame. Thus we chaled 
the light, keeping all our hands at their refpeétive 
quarters, under an expedlation of engaging within 
half an hour. In this conllant and eager attention 
we continued all night, always prefuming that an- 
other quarter of art hour would bring us up with 
this Manilla fhip, wholè wealth, and that of her 
fuppofed confort, we now eftimated by round mil
lions. But when thp morning broke, and day-light 
Came on, we were moft ltrangely and vexatioufly dif- 
appointed, by finding that the light which had oc- 
.calioned all this buftle and cxpeCtancy, was only а 
fire on the fiiore. I c muft be owned, the circum- 
liances of this deception were extraordinary; for, by 
our run during the night, and the diftance of the 
land in the morning, there was no doubt to be made, 
but this fire, whcn vie firlt difcovgrcd it, was above 
twenty-five leagues from us; and yet, no perfon on 
board doubted of its being а fhip’s light, or of its 
being near at hand. It was indeed upon а very high 
mpuntain, and continued burning for feveral days 
afterwards; however, it was not а vulcano, but ra
ther, perhaps, а traél of ftubble or heath, fct on fire 
for forne purpofe of agriculture.

At fun-rifing, after this mortifving delufion, we 
found ourfelves about nine leagues off the land, 

which
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which extended from the north-weft to eaft, *-  north. 
On this land we obferved two remarkable hummocks, 
fuch as are ufually called paps, which bore north from 
us: thefe а Spanifh pilot and two Indians, who were 
the only perfons amongft us that pretended to have 
traded in this part of the world, affirmed to be over 
the harbour of Acapulco. Indeed, we very much 
doubted their knowlege of the coaft; for we found 
thefe paps to be in the latitude of 170 56', whereas 
thofè over Acapulco are faid to be 17 degrees only ; 
and we. afterwards found our fufpicions of their fkill 
to be well grounded.

Being now in the track of .the Manilla galeon, it 
was а great doubt with us, as it was near the end of 
January, whether fhe was or was not arrived : but 
examihing our prifoners about it, they aflured us, 
that fhe was fometimes known to come in after the 
middle of February and they endeavoured to per- 
fuade us, that the fire we had feen on fhore was а 
proof that fhe was yet at fea; it being cuftomary, as 
they faid, to make ufe of thefe fires as fignals for her 
direétion, when fhe continued longer out than ordi- 
nary. On this reafoning of our prifoners, ftrengthened 
by our propenfity to believe them in а matter which 
fo pleafingly flattered our wifhes, we refolved to cruife 
for her for fome days; and we accordingly fpread our 
fhips at the diftance of twelve leagues from the coaft, 
in fuch а manner, that it was impoffible fhe fhould 
pafs us unobferved. However, not feeing her foon, 
we were at intervals inclined to fufpedt that fhe had 
gained her port already ; and as we now began to want 
а harbour to refrefh our people, the uncertainty of 
our prefent fituation, gave us great uneafinefs, and 
we were very folicitous to get fome pofitive intel
ligence, which might either fet us at libefty to con- 
fult our neceflities, if the galleon was arrived, or 
might animate us to continue our prefent cruife witft 
chearfulnefs if fhe was not. With this view the com
modore, after examining our prifoners very particu-

Jarly,
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larly, refolved to fend a boat, under colour of the 
night, into the harbour of Acapulco, to fee if the 
Manilla fhip was there or not. To execute this en- 
terprize, the bärge was difpatched the 6th of Febru- 
ary, carrying а fufficient crew and two officers. Our 
bärge did not return to us again till the eieventh, 
when the officers acquainted Mr. Anfon, that, agree- 
able to our fulpicion, there was nothing like a har
bour in the place where the Spaniffi pilots had at firft 
aflèrted Acapulco to lie •, that after they had fatisfied 
themfelves in this particular, they ftecred to the eaft- 
ward, in hopes of difcovering it, and had coafted 
along (hore thirty- two leagues; that at the end of 
their run they could juft difcover two paps at а very 
great diftance to the caftward, which from their ap- 
pearance and their latitude they concluded to be thofe 
in the neighbourhood of Acapulco. On this intel
ligence we all made fail to the caftward, in order to 
get into the neighbourhood of that port the com
modore being determined to fend the bärge a fe- 
cond time upon the farne enterprize, when we were 
arrived within а moderate diftance. Accordingly 
the next day, which was the t2th of February, we 
being by that time confiderably advanced, the bärge 

-was again difpatched, and particular inftruftions gi
ven to the officers to preferve themfelves from being 
feen from the (hore. On the 13th we efpicd а high 
land to the eaftward, which was firft imagined to be 
that over the harbour of Acapulco but we after- 
wards found that it was the high land of Seguateneio, 
where there is a Imall harbour, of which we fhall 
have occafion to make more ampie mention hrreafter. 
We waited fix days, from the departure of our bärge, 
without any news of her, fo that we began to be un- 
eafy for her fafety; but, on the yth day, that is, on 
the 191h of February (he returned : when the offi
cers informed the -commodore, that they had difco- 
vered the harbour of Acapulco, which they etlecmed 
to bear from us eaft louth-eaft, at leaft fifty leagues

7 diftant:
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diftant: that on the iyth, about two in the morn- 
ing, they were got within the ifland that lies at the 
mouth of the harbour, and yet neither the Spanifh 
pilot, nor the Indian could give them any informa
tion where they then were j but that while they were 
lying upon their oars in fufpence what to do, being 
ignorant that they were then at the very place they 
lought for, they difcerned а fmall light near the fur- 
face of the water, on which they inftantly plied their 
paddles, and moving as filently as poffible toward 
it, they found it to be in а fiffiing canoe, which they 
furprized, with three negroes that belonged to it. 
The officers further added, that they had immedi- 
ately turned the canoe adrift againft the face of а 
rock, where it would be inevitably daffied to pieces 
by the fury of the fea : this they did to deceive thofe 
who perhaps might be lènt from the town to fearch 
after the canoe •, for upon feeing feveral remains of а 
wreek, they would immediately conclude that the 
people on board her had been drowned.

On examining thefe negroes, we found that we 
were indeed difappointed in our expeéfation of inter- 
cepting the galleon before her arriving at Acapulco •, 
but we learnt other circumftances which ftill revived 
our hopes, and which, we then conceived, would 
more than balance the opportunity we had already 
loft : for though our negroe prifoners informed us, 
that the galleon arrived at Acapulco on our 91h of Ja- 
nuary, which was about twenty days before we feil 
in with this coaft; yet they at the farne time told 
us, that the galleon had delivered her cargo, and 
was taking in water and provifions in order to re
turn ; and that the viceroy of Mexico had, by pro- 
clamation, fixed her departure from Acapuico to 
the i4th of March, N. S. Thislaft news was moft 
joyfully received by us, fince we had no doubt but 
Ihe muft certainly fall into our hands, and it was 
much more eligible to feize her on her return, than 
it would have been to have taken her before her ar- 

rival;
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rival i as the fpecie for which fhe had fold her cargo, 
and which fhe would now have on board, would be 
prodigioufly more to be efteemed by us than the 
cargo itfelfi great part of which would have perifhed 
on our hands, and none of it could have been dif- 
pofed of by us at fo advantageous а mart as Aca
pulco.

Thus we were а fecond time engaged in an eager 
cxpeélation of meeting with this Manilla fhip, which, 
by the farne of its wealth, we had been taught to 
confider as the moft defirable capture that was to 
be made on any part of the ocean. But fince all 
our future projeéts will be in forne fort regulated 
with а view to the pofleflion of this celebrated gal- 
leon, and fince the commerce which is carried on 
by means of thefe veflels between the city of Manila 
and the port of Acapulco, is perhaps the moft valu- 
able, in proportion to its quantity, of any in the 
known world i I fhall endeavour to give forne ac
count of the particulars relating thereto.

Though Spain did not acquire the property of 
any of the fpice iflands, yet thedifcovery of the Phi- 
lippines, made by Magellan, was thought too con- 
fiderable to be negleéted; fince thefe were not far 
diftant from thofe places which produced fpices, and 
were very well fituated for the Chinefe trade, and 
for the commerce of other parts of India. А com- 
munication therefore was foon eftablifhed, and care- 
fully fupported between thefe iflands and the Spa- 
nifh colonies on the coaft of Peru : when the city of 
Manila, (which was built on the ifland of Luconia, 
the chief of the Philippines) became in а fhort time 
the mart for all Indian commodities, which were 
bought up by the inhabitants, and were annually 
fent to the South Seas, to be there vended on their 
account. The returns of this commerce to Ma
nila being principally made in filver, the place by 
degrees grew extremely opulent, and its trade fo far 
increafcd as to engage the attention of the court of 

Spain,
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Spain, and to be frequently controlled and regu- 
lated by royal ediéls.

In the infancy of this trade, it was cartied on from 
the port of Callåo to the city of Manila, in which 
navigation the trade-wind continually favoured them ; 
fo that notwkhftanding thefe places were diftant be- 
tween three and four thouland leagues, yet the voy- 
age was often made in little more than two months : 
but then the return from Manila was’ extremely 
troublefome and tedious, and is faid to have fome- 
times lafted above а twelvemonth; which, if they 
pretend to ply up within the limits of the trade-wind, 
is not at all to be wondered at. Indeed, though it 
is afferted, that in their firft voyages they were fo 
imprudent and unfkilful as to attempt this courfe; 
yet that route was foon laid afide by the advice, as 
it is faid, of а Jefuit; who perfuaded them to fleer 
to the northward till they got clear of the trade-winds, 
and then by the favour of the wefterly winds, which 
generally prevail in high latitudes, to ftretch away 
for the coaft of California. This, we know, hath 
been the practice for at leaft а hundred and fixty 
years paft as Sir Thomas Cavendifh, in the year 
1586, engaged off the fouth end of California, а 
velfel bound from Manila to the American coaft. 
And it was in compliance with this new plan of na
vigation, and to [horten the run both backwards and 
forwards, that the ftaple of this commerce to and 
from Manila, was removed from Callao on the coaft 
of Peru, to the port of Acapulco on the coaft of Mexi- 
<o, where it continues fixed to this time.

Such were the early regulations of this commerce; 
but its prefent condition being а much more inter- 
elting fubjeél, it will be proper to give а defcrip- 
tion of the ifland of Luconia, and of the port and 
bay of Manila.

The ifland of Luconia, though fituated in the la
titude of 150 north, is efteemed to be in general ex
tremely healthy, and the water that is found upon

Vox. III. Ее it
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it is faid to be the beft in the world : it produces alf 
the fruits of the warm climates, and abounds in а 
moft excellent breed of horfes, fuppofed to be car- 
ried thither firft from Spain : it is very well feated 
for the Indian and Chinelé trade, and the bay and 
port of Manila, which lies on its weftern fide, is 
perhaps the moft remarkable on the whole globe: 
the bay bring а large circular bafon, near ten leagues 
in diameter, great part of it entirely land locked. 
On the eaft fide of this bay ftands the city of Ma
nila, which is large and populous -, and which, at 
the beeinning of this war, was only an open place, 
its principal defence confifting in а fmall fort, which 
was almoft furrounded on every fide by houfes ; but 
they have lately made confiderable additions to its 
fortifications *.  The port, peculiar to the city, is 
called Cabite, and lies near two leagues to the fouth- 
ward; and in this port all the (hips employed for 
the Acapulco trade are ufually ftationed. '

The city of Manila itfelf is in а healthy fituation, 
is well watered, and is in the neighbourhood of а 
very fruitful and plentiful country : but as the prin
cipal bufinefs of this place is its trade to Acapulco, 
it lies under forne difadvantage, from rhe difficulty 
there is in getting to fea to the eaftward; for the 

' paifage is among iftands and through channels, where 
the Spaniards, by reafon of their unfkilfulnefs in 
marine affairs, wafte much time, and are often in 
great danger.

The trade carried on from this place to China, and 
different parts of India, is principally for fuch Com
modities as are intended to fupply the kingdoms of 
Mexico and Peru. Thefe are fpices, all forts of Chi- 
nefe fliks and manufaétures; particularly filk ftock- 
ings, of which I have heard that no lefs than fifty 
thoufand pair were the ufual nuæber Ihipped in each

• Thrs city was taken by the Englilh at the clofe of the late 
war; and rcllcci! at the enfuing peace.
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targo; vaft quantities of Indian ftuffs, as callicoes 
and chints, which are much worn in America, toge- 
ther with other minuter artides, as goldfmiths work, 
ècc. which is principally wrought at the city of Ma
nila itfelf by the Chinefe ; for it is faid, there are at 
leaft twenty thoufand Chinefe who conftandy refide 
there, either as fervants, manufakturers, or brokers. 
All thefe different Commodities are collekted a| Ma
nila, thence to be tranfported annually in one or 
more fhips to the port of Acapulco, in the kingdom 
of Mexico.

This trade to Acapulco is not laid open to all the 
inhabitants of Manila,' but is confined by very parti- ' 
cular regulations, fomewhat analogous to thofe by 
which the trade of the regifier fhips from Cadiz to 
the Wert Indies is reftrained. The fhips employed 
herein are found by the king of Spain, who pays the 
officers and crew ; and the tonnage is divided into а 
certain number of bales, all of the farne fize: thefe 
are diftributed amongfi the convents at Manila, but 
principally to the jeluits, as а donation to fupport 
their millions, for the propagation of the catholic 
faith. The convents have thereby а right to em
bark fuch а quantity of goods on board the Manila 
fhip, as the tonnage of their bales amount to ; or if 
they chufe not to be concerned in trade themfelves, 
they have the power of felling this privilege to others: 
nor is it uncommon, when the merchant to whom 
they fdl their fhare is unprovided of а flock, for the 
convents to lend him confiderable fums of money on 
bottomry.

The trade is, by the royal edikts, limited to а 
certain value, which the annual cargo ought not to 
exceed. Some Spaniffi manufcripts mention this li- 
mitation to be 600,coo dollars ; but the annual car- 
£0 does certainly furpafs this fum: and though it 
inay be difficult to fix its exakt value, у et, from ma- 
ny comparifons, the return cannot be much ffiort of 
three millions of dollars*

E e 2 As
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As it is fufficiently obvious, that the greateft (hare 

of the treafu.re returned from Acapulco to Manila 
does not remain in that place, but is again dilperfed 
into different parts of India ; and as all European na
tions have generally efteemed it good policy to kcep 
their American fettlements in an immediate depen- 
dence on their mother country, without permitting 
them to carry on direftly any gainful traffic with 
other powers -, thefe confiderations have occafioned 
many remonftrances to be prefented to the court of 
Spain againft this Indian trade, allowed to the king- 
dom of Mexico. Don Jofeph Patinho, who was 
formerly prime minifter, and an enemy to the Je- 
fuits, about the year 1725, refolved to abolilh this 
trade, and to have permitted no Indian Commodi
ties to be introduced into any of the Spanifh ports 
in the Weft Indies, except fuch as were brought thi- 
ther by the regifter fhips from Europe. But the 
powerful intrigucs of the Jefuits prevented this re- 
gulation from taking place.

This trade from Manila to Acapulco, and back 
again, is ufually carried on in one,, or at moft two 
annual fhips, which fet fail from Manila about July, 
and arrive at Acapulco on the December, January, 
.or February following-, and having there difpofed 
of their effeéts, return for Manila forne time in 
March, where they generally arrive in June; fo that 
the whole voyage takes up very near an entire year. 
For this reafon, though there is often no more than 
one fhip freighted at а time, yet there is always one 
ready for the fea when the other arrivés; and there- 
fore the commerce at Manila is provided with three or 
fbur ftout fhips, that in cafe of any accident the trade 
may not be fulpended. Thelargcft of thefe fhips is de- 
fcribed as little lefs than one of our firft rate men of war-, 
and indeed (he muft be anenormous fize, as it is known, 
that when flie was employed with other (hips from 
the farne port, to cruile for our China trade, (he 

had
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had no lefs than twelve hundred men on board. 
Their other fhips, though far inferior in bulk to this, 
are yet ftout large veflcls, of the bunhen of twelve 
hundred ton and upward; and ufudly carry from thr<-e 
hundred and fifty, to fix hundred hands, paflcngers 
included, with fifty odd guns. As thele are all 
king’s fhips, commifiioned and paid by him, there 
is ufually one amongft the captains ftiled general, 
and he carries the royal ftandard of Spain at the main- 
top gallant-maft- head, as we fhall more particularly 
obferve hereafter.

And now having defcribed the city and port of 
Manila, and the fhipping employtd by its inhabi- 
tants, it is neceflary to give а more circumftantial 
detail of the navigation from thence to Acapulco. 
7/lje (hip having received her cargo on board, and 
bè;ng fitted for the fea generally weighs from the 
mole of Cabite about the middle of July, taking the 
advantage of the wefterly monfbon, which then fets 
in. The getting'through the channel called the Boc- 
cadero, to the eaftward, is а troublelome naviga
tion, and in faót, it is fometimes the end of Auguft 
before they compleat it. When they have cleared 
this paflage, and are difentangled from the iflands, 
they ftand to the northward of the eaft, till they ar
rivé in the latitude of thirty dègrees or upward, 
where they expeét to meet with wefterly winds, be
fore which they ftretch away for the coaft of Cali
fornia. It is indeed moft remarkable, that by the 
concurrent teftimony of all the Spanifh navigators, 
there is not one port, nor even а tolerable road as 
yet found out betwixt the Philippine iflands and the 
coaft of California: fo that from the time the Manila 
fhip firft lofes fight of land, fhe never Iets go her 
anchor till fhe arrivés on the coaft of California, and 
very often not till fhe gets to its fouthermoft extre- 
mity. As this voyage is rarely of lefs than fix 
months continuance, and the fh p is-deep laden with 
merchandize and crowded with people; it may ap- 

E e 3 pear 
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pear wonderful how they can be fupplied with а flock 
of fre Ih water for fo long а time. The method of 
procurmg it is indeed extremely fingular, and de
ferves а very parricular recital.

It is well known to thofe who are acquainted with 
the Spanifh cuftoms in the South Seas, that their 
water is preferved on fhipboard, not in cafks, but in 
earthen jars, which in lorne fort refemble the large 
oil jars we often fee in Europe. When the Ma- 
pitø fhip firft puts to fea, fire takes on board а much 
greater quantity of water than can be ftowed be- 

ftwfen decks, and the jars which contain it are hung 
all abouc the Ihrouds and llays, fo as to exhibit at 

la diftance а very odd appearance. Though it is one 
convenience of their jars, that they are much more 

»manageable than calks, and are liable to no leak^£e,
• unit fs they are broken ; yet it is fufficiently obv ous, 
that a fix, or even а three month Hore of water, could

. never be ftowed in а fhip fo loaded, by any manage
ment whatever ; and therefore without forne other 
fupply, this navigation could not be performed. А 
fupply indeed they have, but the reliance upon it 
feems at firft fight fo extremely precarious, that it 
js wonderful fuch numbers fhould ril'que the perifhing

• by the moft dreadful of all deaths, on the expefta- 
tion of lo cafual а relief. In Ihort, their only me
thod of recruiting their water is by the rains, which 
they meet with between the latitudes of 30 and 400 
north, and which they are always prepared to catch. 
For this purpofe they take to fea with them а great 
number ot mats, which, whenever the rain defcends, 
they range flopingly agiinft the gunwale, from opc 
end of the fhip to the other, their lower edges reft- 
ing on а large fplit bamboe; whence all the water 
which falls on the mats, drains into the bamboe, and 
by this, as а trough, is conveyed into а jar. And 
this rtiethod of ’nirnilhing themfelves with water, 
however accidental and extraordinary it may at firft 
fight appear, hath never been known to fail them,
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but it hath been common for them, when their voy- 
age is а ÜLtle longer than ufual, to rill all their water- 
jars feveral times over.

However, though their diftreflês for frelh water 
are much fliort of what might be expefted in fo te- 
dious а navigation ; yet there are other inconveni- 
encies generally attend nt upon а long co tinuance 
at fea, from which they are not exempted. The 
principal of thefe is the fcurvy, which fometimes 
rages with extreme violence, and deltroys great num- 
bers of the people ; but at other times their paifage 
to Acapulco (of which а one 1 would be hcre under- 
ftood to fpeak) is pertbrmed with little lofs.

The length of time employed in this paflage, fo 
much beyond what ufually occurs in any other known 
navigation, is perhaps in part to be imputed to the 
indolence and unfkilïulnefs of the Spaniih lailors, and 
to an unneceflary degree of caution, on pretence of 
the riches of the veflel; for it is faid, that they 
rarely fet their main-fa 1 in the night, and often lie 
by unneceflarily. Thus much is certain, that the 
inftruótions given to their captdns feem to have been 
drawn up by fuch as were more apprehenftve of too 
ftrong а gale, though favourable, than of the incon- 
veniencies and mortality attending’a lingenng and 
tedious voyage. For the captain is particularly or» 
dered to make his paflage in the latitude'of 30 de- 
grees, if poffible, and to be extremely careful to 
ftand no f.irther to the northward than is abfolutely 
neceflary for the getting а wefterly wind. This, ac- 
cording to our conceptions, appears to Ье а very ab- 
furd reftrkftion ; fince it can fcarcely be doubted, but 
that in the higher latitudes the wefterly winds are 
much fteadier and brifker than in the latitude of 30 
degrees. Indeed the whole conduét of this naviga
tion feems liable to very great cenfure. Since, if 
inftead of fteering eaft north-eaft, into the latitude 
of 30 degrees, they at firft ftood north-eaft, or even 
ftill more northcrly, into the latitude of 40 or 45 de-

E e 4 grees,
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grees, in part of which coaft the trade-winds would 
greatly aflift them, I doubt not but by this manage
ment they might confidera! ly contraél ther voya^e, 
and perhaps perform it in hall the time which is now 
allotted for it. This may in forne meafure be de- 
duced from their own journals; fince in tiioic 1 have 
feen, it ap'pears, that they are often а mcnth or fix 
weeks after their laying the land, before they get in- 
to the latitude of 30 degrees; uhereas, with а more 
northerly courfe, it might eafily be done in lefs than 
а fortnight. Now when they v ere once well advan- 
ced to the northward, the wellerly winds would foon 
blow them over to the coaft of California, and they 
would be thereby freed trom the other embaralfments 
to which they are at prefent lubjetfted, uniy at the 
expence of а rough fea and а ftitf gale. This is not 
merely matter of fpeculation ; for 1 am. credibly in
formed, that about the year 1721, а French fhip, 
by purfuing this courfe, ran from the coaft of Ch na 
to the valley of Vanderas on the coaft of Mexico in 
lefs than fifty days.

However, to return to the acftual occurrenccs of 
the prefent navigation. The Manda fhip having 
ftood fo far to the northward as ro meet with а weft- 
erly wind, ftretches away nearly in the farne latitude 
for the coaft of California : and when flie has run 
into the longitude of about 100 degrees from Cape 
Efpiritu Santo, fhe generally finds а plant floatmg 
on the lea, which, being called Porra by the Spani- 
ards, is, 1 prefume, а fpecies of fea-leek. On the 
fight of this plant, they efteem themfelves fuffici- 
ently near the Californian fhore, and immediately 
ftand to the fouthward, without endeavouring to ap
proach the coaft, till they have run into а lower la
titude. However, when they draw near its fouthern 
extremity, they venture to hale in, both for the fake 
of making Cape St. Lucas to afcertain their reckon- 
ing, and alfo to receive intelligence from the Indian 
inhabitants, whether or no there are any enemies 

cn
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on the coaft: and this laft circumftance, which is а 
parricular article in the captain’s inltruétions, obli
ges us to mention the late proceedings of the Jefuits 
among the Californian Indians.

Since the firft difcovc ry of California, there have 
been various wandering inifiiunaries, who have vifited 
it at different times, though to little purpofe : but 
of late years the Jefuits, encouragcd and lupported 
by a iarge donation from the marquis de Valero, а 
moft munificent bigot, have fixed themfelves upon 
the place, and have there eflablifhed а very confider- 
able million -, and be.ng thus occupied in advancing 
the intcreft of their lociety it is no wonder if fome 
Ihare of attention is engag d about the fecurity of 
the Manila fhip, in hich their convents at Manila 
are lo deeply c ncerned. bor this purpoiè there are 
refr< Ih nents conftan iy kept in readinefs for her; 
and tnrre i> befide care taken at Cape St. Lucas, to 
look out for any fhip of the eremy which might be 
pruifing the e to intercept her, this being а iiation 
where ïhe is conftantly eXpeCted The captain of the 
galei n is ordered to fall in wiih the land to the notth- 
ward cf Cape St Lucas, where the inhabitants are 
directed, on fight of the veffcl, to make the proper 
fignals with fires. If the cap'ain finds that he has 
no h. ;g tohar, he is direfted to proceed for Cape 
St. Luc. s, and thence 'o Cape Corientes, after which 
he is to coaft it along for t e port of Acapulco.

The molt ufual time of the arrival of the galeon 
at Acapulco is toward the middle of January: but 
this navigation is ló uncertain, that it is fometimes 
а month fooner or later. The port of Acapulco is 
by much the fee relt and fineft in all the northern 
part of the Pacific O.ean, being, as it were, а bafon 
ïurround.d by very high mountains: but the town 
is а m. ft wretched place, and ext emely unhealthy; 
for the air about it is fo pent up by the hills, that 
it has fcarcely any circulation. Acapulco is befide 
dellitute of frefh water, except what is brought from 

а con-
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а confiderable diftance, and is in all refpe&s fo in- 
convenient, that, exi ept while the Manila galeon is 
in the port, it is almoft defêrted.

When the galeon arrives in this port, fhe is gene
rally moored on its weftern fide to two trees, and 
her cargo is delivered with all poflible expedition. 
The cargo being landed and difpofcd of, the filver 
and the goods intended for Manila, taken on board, 
tpgether with provifions and water, the (hip puts to 
fea with the utmoft expedition: for it is an exprefs 
order to the captain to be out of the port of Aca
pulco on his return bcfore the firft day of April.

The galeon being fitted in order to her return, 
the captain, on leaving the port of Acapulco, fteers 
for the laritude-of 130 or 14. , and then continues on 
that parallel, till he gets fight of the ifland of Guam, 
one of the Ladrones. In this run the caprain is par- 
ticularly direóted to be careful of the Ihoals of Sr. 
Bartholomew, and of the ifland of Gafparico. He is 
alfo told in his inftruétions, that to prevent his pafling 
the Ladrones in the dark, through all the month of 
June, fires fhall be lighted every night on the higheih 
part of Guam and Rota.

At Guam there is a fmall Spanifh garrifbn, (as will 
be more particularly mentioned hereafter) purpofely 
intended to fecure that place for the refrefhment of 
the galeon. However, the danger of the road at 
Guam is lo great, that though the galeon is ordered 
to call there, yet fhe rarely ftays above а day or rwo, 
but fteers away direftly for Cape Efpiritu Santo, on 
the ifland of Samal. Неге the captain is again or
dered to look out for fignals, and more particular in
telligence, purfuant to which, he is to regulate his 
conduét. If there is nothing to fear, he is to pur- 
fue his courfe without interruption, making the beft 
of his way to the port of Cabite, which is the port 
to the city of Manila.

It has been already mentioned that our bärge had 
furprifed three negroe fifhermen, which gave us in- 

expreflible
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expreflible fatisfaflion ; as we learnt from our pri- 
foners, that the galeon was then preparing to put 
to fea, and that her departure was fixed, by an ediót 
of the viceroy of Mexico, to the J4th of March, 
N. S. that is, to the 3d of March, according to 
our reckoning at that time.

What related to this Manila fhip being the matter 
to which we were moft attentive, it was riéceflarily the 
firft artide of our examination; but having fatisfied 
ourfelves on this head, we then indulged our cu- 
riofity in enquiring after other newswhen the pri- 
foners infjrmed us, that tliey had received intelli
gence at Acapulco, of our having plundeied and 
burnt the town of Paita -, and that, on this occafion, 
the gov< rnor of Acapulco had augmented the forti- 
fications of the place, and had taken feveral precau- 
tions to prevent us from forcing our way into the 
haröour; that in particplar, he had planted а guai d 
on the ifland which lies at the harbour’s mouth, and 
that this guard had been withdrawn but two nights 
before the arrival of our bärge.

The withdrawing of this guard was а circumftance 
that gave us much pleafure, fince it leemed to de- 
mondr te, not only that the enemy had not as yet 
difcovered us, but likewife that they had now no far- 
ther apprehenfions of our vifiting their coaft..

Satisfied therefore that we were undifcovered, and 
that the day was fixed for the departure of the galeon 
from Acapulco, we made all necefiary preparations, 
and waited with the utmoft impatience for the im
portant moment. During this interval we were em- 
ployed in fcrubbing and cleanfing our fhips bottoms, 
and regulating the orders, fignals, and pofitions to b.e 
obferved when we fhould arrivé off Acapulco.

It was on the tft of March we made the highlands, 
ufually called the paps, over Acapulco-, and got with 
all poffible expedition into the fituation prelcribed 
by the comtnodore’s orders. The diftribution of our 
fquadron on this occafion, both for the intercepting 

the 
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the galeon, and for avoiding any difcovery from tlie 
fhore, was fo very judicious that it well merits to be 
delcribed. It was thus : the Centurion brought the 
paps over the harbour to bear north north-eaft, at 
fifteen leagues diftance, which was а fufficient offing 
to prevent our being feen by the enemy. To the 
weftward of the Centurion was ftationed the Car
melo, and to the eaftward the Trial’s prize, the Glou
cefter, and the Carmin : thefe were all ranged in а 
circular line, and each fhip was three leagues diftant 
from the next; fo that the Carmelo and the Carmin, 
which were the two extremes, were twelvc leagues 
removed from each other : and as the galleon could, 
without doubt, be difcerned at fix leagues diftance 
from either extremity, the whole fweep of our fqua- 
dron, within which nothing could pafs undifcovered, 
was at leaft twenty-four leagues in extent; and yet 
we were fo conneded by our fignals, as to be eauly 
and fpeedily informed of what was feen in any part 
‘of the line. To render this difpofition ftill more com
pleat, and to prevent even the poffibihty of the ga- 
ïeon’s efcaping us in the night, the two cutters be- 
longing to the Centurion and Gloucefter, were both 
manned and fent in fhore, and commanded to lie all 
day at the diftance of four or five leagues from the 
entrance of the port, w’here they could not poftibly 
be difcovered but in the night they were direfted 
to ftand nearer to the harbour’s mouth.

Befide the care taken to prevent the galeon from 
pafling by us unobfcrved, we had not been inatten- 
tive to the means of engaging her to advantage when 
we came up with her: for confidering the thinnefs of 
our crews, and the vaunting accounts given by the 
Spaniards of her fize and ftrcngth, this was а con- 
fideration not to be neglefted. As we fuppofed that 
none of our ftiips but the Centurion and Gloucefter 
were capable of lying along fide of her, we took on 
board the Centurion all the hands belonging to the 
Carmelo and Carmin, except what was juft fufficient 

to
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to navigate thofe (hips •, and captain Saunders was 
ordered to fend from the Tryal’s prize ten Englilh- 
men, and as many negroes, to reinforce the crew of 
the Gloucefter. At the farne time, for the encou- 
ragement of our negroes, of which we had а confi- 
derable number on board, we promifed them, that 
on their good behaviour they (hould have their free- 
dom.

Being thus prepared for the reception of the ga
leon, we expeéted, with the utmoft impatience, the 
often mentioned jd of March, the day fixedfor her 
departure. But, to our extreme vexation, both this 
day and the fucceeding night pafled over without any 
news of the galeon : however, we did not yet de- 
fpair, but were all heartily difpofed to flatter our- 
felves. that fome unforefeen accident had intervened, 
which might have put off her departure for а few 
days i and fuggeftions of this kind occurred in plcnty, 
as we knew that the time fixed by the viceroy for 
her failing, was often prolonged on the petition of 
the merchants of Mexico : and as the yth of March 
•was Sunday, the beginning of Paflion-week, which is 
obferved by the Papifts with great ftriétnefs, as а to
tal ceflation from all kinds of labour; fo that no fhip 
is permitted to ft ir out of port during the whole week; 
this quieted our apprehenfions for fome time, and 
difpofed us not to expert the galeon till the week fol- 
lowing. At length we began to fear that the enemy 
had, by fome accident, difcovered our being upon 
the coaft, and had therefore laid an embargo on the 
galleon till the next year. And indeed this perfua- 
fion was but too well founded; for we afterward 
learnt that our bärge, when fent on the difcovery of 
the port of Acapulco, had been feen from the (hore ■, 
and that this circumtlance, no embarkations but ca- 
noes ever frequenting that coaft, was to them а fuffici- 
ent proof of the peighbourhood of our fquadron j 
on which they ftopped the galeon till the fucceed
ing year.

The
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The commodore himfelf, though he declared noc 

his opinion, was yet in his own thoughts apprehen- 
five that we were difcovered, and that the dcparture 
of the galeon was put off; and he had, in confc- 
quence of this opinion, formed а plan for poilcffing 
himfelf of Acapulco; becaufe he had no doubt but 
the treafure as yet remained in the town, even though 

, the orders for the difpatching of the galeon were coun- 
termanded.

But as this fcheme was formed by the commodore, 
upon а matter of opinion only; he thought it pru
dent to continue cruiiing on his prefent ftation, as 
long as the neceftary attention to his ftores of wood 
and water, and to the feafon for his future paflage to 
China, would give him leave. And therefore, as the 
cutters had been ordered to remain beforc Acapulco 
till the 2jd of March, the fquadron did not change its 
pofition till that day ; when the cutters not appcar- 
ing, we were in forne pain for them, apprehcnding 
they might have fuffered either from the enemy or 
the weather : but we were relieved from our concern 
the next morning, when we difcovered them though 
at а great diftance, and to the leeward of the fqua
dron. We bore down to them, and took them up, 

• and were informed by them, that, conformable to 
their orders, they had left their ftation the day bc- 
fore, without having feen any thing of the galeon ; 
and we found, that the reafon of their being fo far 
to the leeward of us, was а ftrong current which had 
driven the whole fquadron to windward.

By information which was afterward received, it 
appeared that this prolongation of our cruife afforded 
us no contemptible chance of feizing the treafure 
on which we had fo long fixed our thoughts. For 
after the embargo was laid on the galeon, the per
fons interefted in the cargo difpatched feveral expref- 
fes to Mexico, to-beg that fhe might flill be permit- 
ted to depart: it feems they knew, by the accounts 
fent from Рака, that we had not more than three 

hundred
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hundred men in all, whence they infifted that there 
was nothing to be feared. And though the viceroy 
was inflexible, yet on the account of their reprefen- 
tation, fhe was kept ready for the fea near three 
weeks after the firft order came to detain her.

When we had taken up the cutters, all the fhips 
being joined, upon enquiry into our flot к of frelh 
water, it was found to be fo very Ilender, that we 
were under а neceflity to procure а frelh fupply. 
Confulting what place was the propereft for this pur- 
pofe, it was agreed, that the harbour of Seguataneio 
or Chequetan being the neareft, was, on that account, 
the moft eligible •, fo that it was immediately refolved 
to make the beft of our way thither: but that, even 
while we were recruiting our water, we might not 
totally abandon our views upon the galeon, which 
perhaps, from intelligence of our being employed at 
Chequetan, might venture to flip out to lea our 
cutter, under the command of Mr Hughes, the lieu- 
tenant of the Tryal’s prize, was ordered to cruife ofF 
the port of Acapulco for twcnty-four daysthat if 
the galeon Ihould fet fail in that interval, we might 
be fpeedily informed of it. By the 1 ft of April we 
were fo far advanced towards Seguataneio, that we 
thought it expedient to fend out two boats to difco- 
ver the watering-place : they were gone fome days, 
and our water being now very fhort, it was а parti- 
cular felicity to us that we met with daily fupplies 
of turtle; for had we been entirely confined to fait 
provifions, we muft have fuffered extremely in fo 
warm a climate. Indeed we were apprehenfive of 
being foon expofed to а calamity, the moft terrible 
of any that occurs in the long dilheartening catalogue 
of the diftrefles of а fea-faring life. • .

But thefe gloomy fuggeftions were at length hap- 
pily ended: for our boats returned on the 5Л of 
April, having, about feven miles to the weftward of 
the rocks of Seguataneio, met with а place fit for 
our purpofe-, and which, by the defcription they 
gave of it, appeared to be the port of Chequetan, 

men-
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mentionèd by Dampier; fo that on the 7th wc ftood 
for it, and that evening came to an anchor in eleven fa
thom-

Thus, after а four months continuance at fca 
from the leaving of Quibo, and having but fix days 
water on board, we arrived in the harbour of Che- 
qu.tan, which lies in the latitude of i7°3Ó'north, 
and is about thirty leagues to the weftward of Aca
pulco. It is eafy to be difcovered by any Ihip that 
will keep well in with the land, efpecially by fuch as 
range down the coaft from Acapulco, and will at- 
tend to the following particulars.

There is а beach of fand which extends eighteen 
leagues from the harbour of Acapulco to the weft
ward, againft which the fea breaks fo violently, that 
with our boats it would be impoffible to land on any 
part of it: but yet the ground is fo clean, that ilur- 
ïng the fair feafon, ftiips may anchor in great lafety, 
at the diftarice of а mile or two from the inore. The 
land adjacent to this beach is generally low, füll of 
villages, and planted with а great number of trees ; 
and on the tops of forne fmall eminences there are 
feveral look-out towers; fo that the face of the coun
try affords а very agreeable profpeét. It is а moft 
remarkable particularity, that in this whole extent, 
containing, in appearance, the moft populous artd 
beft planted diftrict of the whole coaft, there fhould 
be neither canoes, boats, nor any other embarkations, 
either for fiihing, coafting, or for pleafure. This 
cannot be imputed to the difficulty of landing; be- 
caufe in many parts of Africa and Afia, where the 
farne inconvenience occurs, the inhabitants have pro- 
vided againft it by veffels of а peculiar fabric. It 
is therefore probable that the government, to pre
vent fmuggling, has prohibited the ufe of all kinds 
of fmall craft in that diftridt.

The beach here deferibed is the fureft guide to 
thoie who are delirous of finding the harbour of Che- 
quetan-, for five miles to the weftward of the extre- 
mity of this beach there appears а hummock, which

1 at
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ät firft makes like an ifland, and is in Ihape not very 
unlike the hill of Petaplan, hereafter mentioned, 
though much fmallcr. Three miles to the weftward 
bf this huminock, is а white rock near the lhore, 
which cannot eafily be pafled by unobferved : it is 
aboac two cables length from the land, and lies in а 
large bay about nine leagues over. The weft point 
of this bay is the hill of Petaplan, which, like the 
forementioned hummock, may be at firft miftaken 
for an ifland, though it be, in reality, а peninfula, 
joined to the continent by а low narrow ifthmus. The 
bay of Seguataneio extends from this hill а great 
way to the weftward ; and at а fmall diftance from the 
hill, and oppolite the entrance of the bay, there is 
an aflemblage of rocks, which are white, from the 
excrements of boobies and tropical birds. Thefe 
rocks bear weft by north from Petaplan ; and about 
feven miles to the weftward of them lies the harbour 
of Chequetan, which is ftill more minutely diftin- 
guilhed by а large and fingie rock that rifes out of 
the water а mile and an half diftant from the en
trance, and bears fouth i weft from the middle of it. 
-It is to be added, that the coaft is no ways to be 
dreaded between the middle of OAobcr and the be
ginning of May -, though in the remaining part of the 
year there are frequent and violent tornadoes, heavy 
rains, and hard gales, in all direktions of the compafs.

The harbour is invironed on all fides, except to 
the weftward, with high mountains overlpread with 
trees. The paflage into it is very .fafe on either fide 
of the rock tnat lies off the mouth of it, though we, 
both in coming in and going out, left it to the eaft- 
ward. The ground without the harbour is gravel 
mixed with ftones, but within it is а foft mud: and 
it mult be remembered, that in coming to an anchor 
а good allowance Ihould be made for а large fwell, 
which frequently caufes а great fend of the fea as 
likewife, for the ebbing and flowing of the tide, 

Vol. III. F f which 
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which we obferved to be about five feet, and that h 
fet nearly eaft and weft.

As the country hereabout appeared to be well 
peopled and cultivated, we hoped to have eafily 
procured from thence forne frefh provifions, of which 
we now ftood greatly in necd. To facilitate thefe 
views the commodore, the morning after we came 
to an anchor, ordered а party of forty men, well 
armed, to march into the country, and to endeavour 
to difcover forne town or village, where they were 
to attempt to fet on foot а correfpondence, with the 
inhabitants. Our people were direéted, on this oc- 
calion, to proceed with the greateft circumfpeftion, 
and to make as little oftentation of hoftility as pof- 
fible ; for we were fenfible, we could find no wealth 
in thefe parts worth our notice. Toward evening, 
the party returned, greatly fatigued by their unufual 
exercile, and forne of them fo far fpent, that they 
were obliged to be brought back upon the ffioulders 
of their companions. They had penetrated, as they 
conceived, about ten miles into the country, along 
а beaten track, where they often faw the frefh dung 
of horfes or mules; till the heat of the day increaf- 
ing, and finding no water to quench their thirft, 

« they w«re firft obliged to halt, and then refolved to 
return •, for as they faw no figns of plantations or 
cultivated land, they had no reafon to believe that 
there was any village or fettlement near them. How- 
ever, to leave no means untried of procuring lbnw 
intercourfe with the people, the officers ftuck up fe- 
veral poles in the road, to which were affixed decla- 
rations, written in Spanifh, encouraging the inha
bitants to come down to the harbour to traffic with 
u$, giving them the ftrongeft affurances of а kind 
reception, and faithful payment for any provifions 
they ffiould bring. This was doubtlefs а very pru
dent meafure; yet it produced noeffeCt.

After our unfuccefsful attempt to engage the 
people of the country to furniffi us with the ne- 

ceflaries
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ceflaries we wanted, we defifted from any tnore en- 
deavours of the fame nature, and were obliged to 
be contented with what we could procure for our- 
felves in the neighbourhood of the port. We caught 
fifh here in tolerable quantities; and here, and in no 
other place, met with that extraordinary fifh called 
the torpedo, or numbing fifh.

The animals we met with on fhore were principally 
guanas, with which the country abounds, and whicn 
are by fome reckoned delicieus food. We faw no 
beaft of prey here, except the alligator; feveral of 
which our people difcovered, but none of them very 
large. , However, we were fatisfied that there were 
great numbers of tygers in the woods, though none of 
them came in fight; for we every morning found 
the beach, near the watering-place, imprinted very 
thick with their footfteps: but we never apprehended 
any mifchief from them fince th^y are by no means 
fo fierce as the Afiatic or African tyger.

The fruits and vegetable refrelhments at this place 
were neither plentiful, nor of the beft kinds: but 
yet, upon the whole, it muft be owned to be а 
place of confiderable confequence, and that the know- 
ïege of it may be of great import to future cruifers. 
For except Acapulco, which is in the hands of the 
enemy, it is the only fecure harbour in а vaft extent 
of coaft.

The next morning, after our coming to an anchor 
in the harbour of Chequetan, we fent about ninety of 
óur men well armed on fhore •, forty of whom were 
ordered to march into the country, as hath been men- 
tioned, and the remaining fifty were employed to co
ver the watering-place, and to prevent any interrup- 
tion from the natives.

Here we complcted the unloading of the Carmelo 
and Carmin, which we had begun at fea-, here too 
it was agreed, after а mature confultation, to deftroy 
the Trval’s prize, as well as the Carmelo and Car
min, whofe fate had been before refolved on. Indeed 
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the Tryal’s prize was in good repair, and fit for the 
fea i but as the whole numbers on board our fqua- 
dron did not amount to the complement of а fourth 
rate man of war, we found it was impoflible to divide 
them into three ïhips, without rendering each of 
thofe fhips incapable of navigating in fafety through 
the tempeftuous weather we had reafon to expeét on 
the coaft of China, where we fuppofed we fhould ar
rive about the time of the change of the monfoons.

During our ftay here, there happened an incident 
which, as it proved the means of convincing our 
friends in England of our fafety, which for forne time 
they had defpaired of, and were then in doubt about, 
I fhall beg leave particularly to recite. From this 
harbour of Chequetan there was but one path-way 
which led through the woods into the country. This 
we found much beaten, and we were thence convin- 
ced, that it was well known to the inhabitants. As it 
pafled by the fpring-head, and was the only avenue 
by which the Spaniards could approach us, we, at forne 
diftance beyond the fpring-head, felled feveral large 
trees, and laid them one upon the other acrofs the 
path; and at this barricadoe We conftantly kept а 
guard. This alfo anfwered another purpofe, which was 
not in itfelf lefs important: which was to hinder our 
own people from ftraggling fingly into the country, 
where we had reafon to believe they would be fur- 
prifed by the Spaniards, who would doubtlefs be ex- 
tremely follicitous to pick up forne of them, in hopes 
of getting intelligence of our future defigns. But 
notwithllanding this precaution, we milfed one Lewis 
Leger, who was the commodore’s cook: as he was 
а Frenchman, and was fufpeéted to be а papift, it 
was at firft imagined that he had deferted, with а 
view of betraying all that he knew to the enemy; 
though this appeared, by the event, to be an ill- 
grounded furmife j for it was aftcrward known, that 
he had been taken by forne Indians, who carried him 
prifoner to Acapulco, from whence he was transferred 

to
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to Mexico, and then to Vera Cruz, where he was 
fhipped on board а veflel bound to Old Spain. But 
this veflel being obliged by fome accident to put in- 
to Lifbon, Leger efcaped on fhore, and was by the 
Britifh conful fent from thence to England ; where he 
brought the firft authentic account of the fafety of the 
commodore, and of his principal tranfadions in the 
South Seas.

То ward the latter end of April, the unloading of 
our three prizes, our wooding and watering, and in 
fliort, every one of our propolèd employments at the 
harbour of Chequetan, were completed: fo that, 04 
the 2 7th of April, the Tryal’s prize, the Carmelo 
and the Carmin, all which we here intended to de- 
ftroy, were towed on fhore and fcuttled, а quantity 
of combuftible materials having been diftributed in 
their upper works. The next morning the Cen- 
turion with the Gloucefter weighed anchor; thougj» 
as there was but little wind, and that not in their 
favour, they were obliged to warp out of the har
bour. When they had réached the offing, one of the 
boats was difpatched back again to fet fire to our 
prizes, which was accordingly executed. After this а 
canoe was left fixed to а grapnel in the middle of the 
harbour, with а bottle in it well corked, inclofing а 
letter to Mr. Hughes, who commanded the cutter, 
which had been ordered to cruife before the port of 
Acapulco, when we ourfelves quitted that ftation.

Mr. Hughes, the time of whofe return was now 
confiderably elapfed, was direóted by this letter to go 
back immediately to his former ftation before Acar 
pulco, where he would find Mr. Anfon, who refolved 
to cruife for him there а certain number of days j 
after which it was added, that the commodore would 
return to the fouthward to join the reft of the fqüar 
dron. This laft artide was inferted to deceive the 
Spaniards, if they got pofleflion of the canoe, as we 
afterwards learnt they did 5 but could not impol'e on 
Mr. Hughes, who well knew that the commodore

F f 3 had
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had no fquadron to join, or any intention of fteering 
back to Peru.

Being now in the offing of Chequetan, bound 
crofs the vaft Pacific ocean in our way to China, wé 
were impatient to run off the coaft as foon as póf- 
fible; fince the ftormy feafon was appróaching apace. 
As we had no further views in the American feas, 
we had hoped that nothing would have prevented us 
from fteering to the weftward the moment we got out 
of the harbour of Chequetan: and it was no fmall 
mortification to us, that our neceffary employment 
there had detained us fo much longer than we ex- 
peéled. 1 But now, when we had put to fea, we weré 
further detained by the abfence of the cutter, and the 
peceffity we were under of ftanding toward Aca
pulco in fearch of her.

By Sunday the 2d of May, we were advanced 
within three leagues of Acapulco, and having feen 
hothing of our boat, we gave her over as loft, which, 
befides the compaffionate concern for our (hip-mates, 
was in itfelf а misfortune, which, in our prel’ent l'car- 
city of hands, we were all greatly interefted in: fince 
the crew of the cutter, confifting of fix men and the 
lieutenant, were the very flower of our people, pur- 
pofely picked out for his fervice. However, as it 
was the general belief among us that they were taken 
and carried into Acapulco, the commodore’s pru- 
dence fuggefted а projeft which we hoped would 
recover them. Не wrote а letter to the governor of 
Acapulco, telling him, that he • would relcafe all his 
Spaniffi and Indian prifoners, provided the governof 
returned the cuiter’s crew. This letter was difpatched 
in the afternoon by а Spaniffi officer, of whofe honour 
we had а good opinion, and who was furnifhed with 
а launch belonging to one of our prizes, and а crew 
of fix othcr prifoners, who gave their parole for their 
return. • We did not doubt but the governor would 
readily comply with Mr. Anl'on’s propofal, and there- 
fore we kept plying on and off the whole night, in< 
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tending to keep well in with the land, that we might 
receive an anfwer at the limited time, which was the 
next day, being Monday: but both on Monday and 
Tuefday, we were driven fo far off fhore, that we 
could not hope that any anfwer could reach us•, and 
even on the Wednefday morning we found ourfelves 
fourteen leagues from the harbour of Acapulco. 
However, as the wind was then favourable, we preffed 
forward with all our fail, and did not doubt of get
ting in with the land that afternoon.

Whilft we were thus ftanding in, the centinel called 
out from the maft-head, that he faw a boat under fail 
at а confiderable diftance to the fouth eaftward : this 
we took for granted was the anfwer of the governor 
to the commodore’s meflagé, and we inftantly edged 
towards hpr; but as we approached her, we found, 
to our unfpeakable joy, that it was our own cutter. 
And though, whrle fhe was ftill at а diilance, we 
imaginedthat fhe-had been difcharged out of the port 
of Acapulco by the governor -, yet when lbe drew 
pearer, thé wan and meagre countenances of the 
crew, the length of their beards, and the feeble and 
hollow tone of their voices, convinced us that they 
had fuffered much greater hardfhips than could be 
expeéted from even the feverities of а Spanifh prifon. 
They were obliged to be helped into the fhip, and 
were immediately put to bed, where by rcft, and 
nourifhing diet, they recovered their health and vi- 
gour apace. And now we learnt that they had kept 
the fea the whole time of their abfence, which was 
above fix weeks; that when they had finifhed their 
cruife before Acapulco, and had juft begun to ply to 
the weftward, in order to join the fquadron, а ftrong 
adverfe current had forced them down the coaft to 
the eaftward, in fpite of all their efforts to the con- 
trary 5 that their water being all expended, they 
were obliged to fearch the coaft farther on to thp eaft
ward, in queft of forne convenient, landing-place, 
but found every where fo large а furf, fhat there
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was not the kaft poffibility of their. landing; that 
at latT, giving up all hopes of fuccour, the heat of 
the climate toó augmenting their neceßities, they 
abandoned themfelves to defpair, but that а moft 
unexpefted fhower of rain happily relieved them : 
and being now luckily favotired by а ftrong cur
rent, they joined us in lefs than fifty hours, from 
that time, after having been abfent in the whole full 
forty-three days.

Having thus recovered our cutter, the fole objeét 
of our coming а fecond time before Acapulco; the 
commodore determinet! not to lofe a moment’s time 
more, but to run off the coaft with the utmoft expe
dition, both as the ftormy feafon on the coaft of 
Mexico was now. approaching a-pace, and as we were 
apprehenfive of having the wefterly monfoons to 
ftruggle with when we carhe upon the coaft of China: 
for this reafon we no longer ftood toward Acapulco, 
as at prefent we wanted no anfwer from the governor. 
However Mr. Anfon refolved not to deprive his pri- 
foners of the liberty which he had promifed them ; 
ind thercfore they were all immediately embarked in 
two launches, well equipped with mafts, fails, and 
oars; with а ftock of water and provißons put on 
board them fafficient for fourteen days. There were 
difeharged 57 perfons, the greateft part of them Spa- 
jiiards, the reft being Indians and fick negroes: in- 
deed as our crews were very weak, wc kept the 
mulattoes and forne of the ftouteft of our negroes, 
with а few Indians to affift us; but we difmiUcd every 
Spanilh prifoner whatever. We have fince learnt, 
that thefe two launches ar ri ved fafe at Acapulco, 
where the prifoners could not enoegh extol the hu- 
manity with which they had been treated. It feems 
the governor, before their arrival, had returned а very 
obliging anfwer to our letter, and had at the farne 
time ordered out two boats laden with the choiceft 
refrelhments and provifions that were to be procured 
at Acapulco ; which he intended as а prefent to the 

com-
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commodore : but thefe boats not having found our 
fhips, were at length obliged to put back again, after 
having thrown all their provifions over-board in а 
ltorm which threatened their deftruétion.

Thus, on the 6th of May, we, for the laft time, 
lofe fight of the mountains of Mexico, perfuaded, 
that in а few weeks we Ihould arrivé at the river of 
Canton in China, where we expected to meet with 
many Englifh fhips, and with numbers of our coun- 
trymen; and hoped to enjoy the advantages of an 
amicable well frequented port, inhabited by а polifh- 
ed people, and abounding with the conveniencies of 
а civilized life; bleflings which now for near twenty 
monthshad never been once in our power.

After the recital of the tranfaélions of the commo
dore, and the fhips under his command, on the coafts 
of Peru and Mexico; it will be no ufelefs digreflion 
to examine what the whole fquadron might have been 
capablc of atchieving, had it arrived on its deftined 
fcene of action in fo good а plight as it would pro- 
bably have done, if the paflage round Cape Horn 
had been attempted at а more feafonable time of the 
year. To begin then; it will be granted, that in the 
fummer time we might have got round Cape Horn 
without any material damage to our fhips or men. 
We might doubtlefs have appeared before Baldivia in 
füll ftrength, and in а condition of entering imme- 
diately on aftion; and therefore, as that place was in 
а very defencelefs ftate, it was impoffible that it could 
have oppofed our force, or that its half ftarved inha- 
bitants, molt of whom are conviéts banifhed thither 
from other parts, could have had any other thoughts 
than that of fubmitting. This would have been а 
very important acquifition; fince when Baldivia, 
which is an excellent port, had been once in our pof- 
feffion, we ihould immediately have been terrible to 
the whole kingdom of Chili, and ihould doubtlefs 
have awed the molt diftant parts of the Spanifh em
pire in America. Indeed it is far from improbable, 

’ ’ that 



442 ANSON’s VOYAGE 
that by а prudent ufe of this place, aided by our 
other advantages, we might have given а violent 
fhoGk.to.the authority of Spain on that whole.conti
nent i and might have jendered fome at leaft of her 
provinces independent. This would certainly have 
turned the wlrole attention of the Spanifh miniftry to 
that part of the world: and thencc Great Britain, and 
her allies, .might have been rid of the numerous dif- 
hculties, which the wealth of the Spanifh Indies, ope
rating in conjunction with the Gallick intrigqes, have 
conftantly thrown in their way.

But that 1 may not be thought to over-rate the 
^orce of xhis fquadron, by afcribing p it а power of 
overturning the Spanifh government in America, it 
is neccflary to obferve, that the jconjundurc was the 
moft favourable we could have defired: .the Creolian 
fubjeéts were difaffetfted, their governors at variance; 
the country wretchedly unprovided with arms and 
flores, and.they had fallen into а total negleél of all mi
litary regülations in their garrifons. The Indians ou 
theirfrontier were univerlally difconfented, and fcem- 
ed tq be watching .with impatience fome favourable 
moment when they might take а feyere revenge for 
the barbarities they had groaned under during more 
than two ages: fo that every circumftance concurred 
to facilitate the enterprifcs of ,our fquadron. Of all 
tliefè articles wje were amply informed by the letters 
.we took on board our prizes; none of thefe veffels 
having had the precaution to throw their papers 
over-board.

The ill blood amongft the governors was greatly 
augmented by their apprehenfions of our fquadron ; 
for every one being willing to have it believed, that 
the bad conditionof his government was not the effeét 
of negligence, there were continual demands and re- 
monftrances among them, in order to throw the blame 
upon each other. .

By fea there was no force capable of oppofing us j 
for how foon foever wc had failed, Pizarro’s fquadron 
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could not have failed fooner than it did, and there- 
'fore could not hav? avoided the fate it met with. As 
we fhould have bc?n inafters of the ports of Chili, 
we could thereby have fupplied ourfplves with the 
provifions we wanted in the greateft plenty; and 
from Baldivia to the equinoétial we ran no rifque of 
Jofmg our men by ficknefs, (that being of all climateS 
jhe moft temperate and healthy) nor of having our 
fhips difabled by bad weather. And had we wanted 
failors to aiïift in the navigating of our fquadron, 
whilft а confiderable proportion of our men were em- 
ployed on fhore, we could not have failed of getting 
whatever numbers of Indian failors we pleafed in the 
ports we fhould have taken, and from the prizes which 
lyould tyave fallen into our hands.

Haying thus difcuflèd the prodigious weight 
which the operations öf pur fquadron might have 
added to the national influence of this kingdom we 
will follow the Ihattered remains of our force acrofs 
the Pacific Ocean.

When, on the 6th of May, 1742, we left the 
coaft of America, we ftood to the fouth weft, with а 
view of meeting thé north eaft trade-wind, which the 
accoupts of former writers taught us to expeét at fe- 
venty or eighty leagues frpm the land. We nad be- 
fide another reafon for ftanding to the fouthward, 
which was the getting into the latitude of 13 or 14° 
north; that being the parallel where the Pacific ocean 
js moft ufuaily croffed, and confequently where the 
navigation is efteemed the fafeft: this laft purpole we 
had foon artfwered, being in а day or two fufficiently 
advanced to the fouth. But though we were at the 
farne time more diftant from the fhore, than we had 
prefumed was neceflary for the falling in with the 
trade-wind; yet in this particular we were moft 
grievoüfly difappointed; it was feven weeks, from our 
leaving the coaft, before we got into the trade-wind. 
This was an interval in which we had at firft believed 
we fhould well nigh have reached the eaftermqft parts
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of Afia; but we were fo baffled with contrary and 
variable winds, that we were not as yet advanccd 
above а fourth of the way. Thc delay alone would 
have been а fufficient mortification but there were 
other circumftances attending it,. which Fendered this 
fituation not lefs terrible, and our apprehenfions per
haps ftill greater than in any of our paft calamities. 
For our two fliips were by this time extremely crazy; 
and many days had not pafled before we difeovered 
а fpring in the foremaft of thc Centurion, which 
rounded about twenty-fix inches of its circun ference, 
and which was judged to be at leaft four inches deep. 
And no fooner had the carpenters fecured this maft 
with fifhing ir, than the Gloucefter made а fignal of 
diftrefs, to inform us that flie had а fpring in her 
main-maft, twelve feet below thc truffel-trees; which 
appeared fo dangerous that flie could not carry any 
fail upon ir. Our carpenters, on а ftrift examination 
of this maft, found it exceftively rotten and decayed; 
and it being judged necefl'ary to cut it down as low 
äs it was defeetivfc, it was by this means reduced to 
nothing but а ftump, which ferved only as а ftep to 
the top-maft. Thefe accidents being added to our 
other diftrefles occafioned great anxiety about our fil
ture fafery. For the feurvy now began to make 
frefh havock amongft our people : and we too well 
knew the effeéls ot this difeafe, by fatal experience, 
tb fuppofe that any thing except а fpeedy paflagc 
could fecure the grearer part of our crew from being 
deftroyed. Jndeed, feveral amongft us were willing 
to believe, that in this warm chmate, fo different 
from what we felt in paffing round Cape Horn, the 
violence of tliis difeafe, and its fatahty, might be 
in forne degree mitigated. But the ravage of the 
diftemper, in our prefent circumftances, foon con- 
vinced us of the falfity of this fpeculation; as it like- 
wife exploded certain other opinions which ufually 
pafs current about the caufe and nature of this difeafe.

For it has been generally prefumed, that fufficient 
fupplies of water and of frefh provifions, are effeétual 
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preventives of this malady; but it happened that in 
the prefent cafe we had а confiderable ftock of frefh 
provifions on board, being the hogs and fowls which 
were taken at Paita; we befides almoft daily caught 
great abundance of bonitos, dolphins, and albicores: 
the unfettled feafon, which deprived us of the be
nefit of the trade-wind, proved extremely fainy ■, 
fo that we were enabled to fill up our water-cafks, 
almoft as faft as they were empty; and each man had 
five pints of water allowed him every day during the 
paflage. But notwithftanding this plenty of water, 
notwithftanding that the frefh provifions were diftri- 
buted amongft the fick, and the whole crew often 
fed upon fifh, notwithftanding the great attention 
paid to cleanfing and keeping the fhips airy and 
l'weet-, yet neither were the fick hereby rclievcd, 
or the progrefs or malignity of the dileafe at all 
abated.

However, I would not be underftood to afièrt, 
that frefh provifions, plenty of water, and а conftant 
fupply of l'weet air between decks, are matters of no 
moment: on the contrary, they are all of them ex
tremely conducive to the health and vigour of а 
crew, and may in many cafes prevent this fatal mala
dy from taking place. What I have advanced, is 
only to evihce, that in forhe inftances, both the eure 
and prevention of this malady is impofTible to be ef- 
fefted by any management, or by the application of 
any remedies which can be made ufe of at fea. In
deed, when it has got to а certain head, there are no 
other means in nature for relieving the fick but car- 
rying them on fhore, or at leaft bringing them into 
the neighbourhood of the land.

It was at laft refolved by the commodore to try 
the fuccefs of the pill and drop of Mr. Ward. For 
however violent the operations of thefe medicines are 
faid to have fometimes proved, yet in the prefent in- 
ftance, where, without fome remedy, deftruftion 
feemed inevitable, the experiment at leaft was thought, 
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advifeablé. .Out of the numbers who took them,’ 
óne, foon after fwallowi.ng the pill, was feized with. 
а violent Weeding at the pole: he was before given 
over Бу the furgeoh, and. lay almoft at the point» of 
death; but he immediately found himfelf much bet- 
ter,' and cohtinüed to recover, tbough flowly,, till 
wé arrived on Ihore, which was near а fbrtnight after. 
А few ofhers roo were rclieved fór fome days, biit the 
difealè returnéd again with a.s müch. virulence as 
ever. The moft remarkable property of thefe me
diernes was, that they aóted in proportion to the vi-, 
gour of the patient ; fo that thofe who weré within 
two or three days of dying wére fcarcely affeéted; 
and as the patient was differently advanced in the 
difeafe, the opefation was either а gentle perfpiration, 
ån eafy vomit, or а moderate purge: but if they were 
taken by one in füll ftrength, they then produced all 
the forementioned effeéls with confiderable violence, 
which fometimes continued for fix or eight hours to- 
gether, with little intermiflion.

When we reached the trade-wind, and it fcttled 
between the north and eafi, yet it feldom blew with 
fo much ftrength, that the Centurion might not have 
carried all her fmall fails abroad without the leaft 
danger-, fo that, had we been а fingie fhip, we rrright 
have run down our longitude a-pace, and have ar
rived at the Ladrones foon enough to have reco- 
vered great numbers of our men, who afterward 
periftied. But the Gloucefter, by the lofs of her main- 
maft, failed fo very heavily that we had feldom any 
more than our top-låils fet, and yet were frequently 
obliged to lie to for her: and, on the whole we loft 
little lefs than а inonth by our attendance upon her, 
in confequence of the various mifchances fhe encoun- 
tered. During all this run it was remarkable, that 
we were rarely many days together without feeing 
great numbers o‘f birds; which is а proof that there 
are feveral iflands, or at leaft rocks, feattered all 
along, at no very confiderable diftance from our 
track,

The
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The trade-wind continued to favour us, without 

any fluóluation, front the end of June till toward the 
end of July. But on the 26th of July, being then, 
as we efteemed, about three hundred leagues from 
the Ladrones, we met with а wefterly wind, which 
did not come about again to the eaftward in fout 
days time. In one part of thefe four days the wind 
flatted to а calm, and the fhips rolled very deep; by 
which means the Gloucefler’s forecap fplitting, her 
fore-top maft came by the board, and broke her fore- 
yard direólly in the flings. As ffie was hereby rert- 
dered incapable of making any fail for fome time, we 
were under а necefllty to take her in tow; and near 
twenty of the healthieft and ableft of our feamen were 
continued eight or ten days together on board the 
Gloucefter to affift in repairing her damages: but 
thefe things, mortifying as we thought them, were 
only the commencement of our difafters; for fcarce 
had our people finifhed their bufmefs in the Gloucef
ter before we met with а moft violent ftorm from the 
weftern board, which obliged us to lie to. At the 
beginning of this ftorm our ffiip fprung а leak, and 
let in fo much water that all our people, officers in- 
cluded, were conftantly employed about the pumps : 
and the next day we had the vexation to fee the main- 
top maft of the Gloucefter, which lately had hitherto 
ferved her as а jury main maft, come by the board. 
Indeed we were not as yet fully apprized of the de- 
plorable fituation of the Gloucefter’s crew for when 
the ftorm abated, which, during its continuance, 
prevented all communication with them, the Glou
cefter bore up under our ftern ; and captain Mitchel 
informed the commodore, that befide the lofs of his 
mafts, which was all that was vifible to us, the lhip 
had then no lefs than feven feet of water in her hold, 
although his officers and men had been conftantly at 
the pumps for the laft twenty-four hours.

This new circumftance was indeed а moft terrible 
accumulation to the other extraordinary diftreftès of 

the
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the Gloucefter, and required, if poflib’e, the mort 
fpeedy and vigorous afliftance; which captain Mitchel 
begged the commodore to affbrd him : but the debi- 
lity of our people, and our own immediate! preferva- 
tion, rendered it imprafticable for the commodore to 
comply with his requeft. All that could bc done, 
was to fend our boat on board for а more particular 
account of the fhip’s condition; as it was loon fuf- 
peéted that the taking her people on board us, and 
then deftroying her, was the only meafure that could 
be profecuted in the prefertt emergency, both for the 
lecurity of their lives and of our men.

Our boat foon returned with а reprefentation of the 
ftate of the Gloucefter, and of her feveral defeds, 
figned by captain Mitchel and all his officers. The 
commodore, on the pcrufal of this meläncholy repre
fentation, prefently ordered them а fupply of water 
and provifions, of which they feemed to be in the 
mort prefling want: and at the fame time fent his 
own carpenter on board them, to examine into the 
truth of every particular, and it was found, on the 
ftriéteft enquiry, that the account was in no inftance 
exaggerated. Indeed there was no room for debbe- 
ration ; the only ftep to be taken, was the faving 
the lives of the few that remained on board the Glou
cefter, and the getting out of her as much as we 
could before ftie was deftroyed. The commodore 
therefore immediately fent an order to capt. Mitchel 
to put his people on board the Centunon, as ex- 
peditioufly as he could, now the weather was calm 
and favourable; and to take out fuch ftores as he 
could get at whilft the fhip could be kept above 
water.

Mr. Anfon was extremely defiroüs to have faved 
two of her cables and an anchor, but the fhip roll
ed fo much, and the men were fo exceffively fa- 
tigued, that they were incapable of effening it; 
nay, it was even with the greateft difficulty that 
the prize money, which the Gloucefter had taken 

in
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in the South Seas, was fecured and fent on board
the Centurion.

When fhe was fet on fire, captain Mitchel and 
his officers left her, and came on board the Cen-* 
turion : and we immediately ftood from the wreek, 
not without fome apprehenfions (as we had only а 
light breeze) that if ihe blew up foon, the concuf- 
fion of the air might damage our rigging; but fhe 
fortunately continued burning the whole night, fo 
that though her guns fired fucceffively, as the flames 
reached them; yet it was fix in the morning, when 
we were about four leagues diftant, before fhe blew 
up. . r

Thus perifhed his majefty’s fhip the Gloucefter. 
And now it might have been expeéted, that being 
freed from the embarraflments which her frequent 
difafters had involved us in, we fhould have pro- 
ceeded on our way much brifker than we had hitherto 
done, by the taking on board the Gloucefter’s crew. 
However we were loon taught that our anxieties were 
not yet to be relieved; and that, notwithftanding all 
we had already fuffered, there remained much greater 
diftreffes, which we were ftill to ftruggle with. For 
the late florm, which had proved fatal to the Glou
cefter, had driven us to the northward of our intend- 
ed courfe •, and the current fetting the fame way, 
after the weather abated, had forced us yet а degree 
or two farther, fo that we were now in 170 4 of north 
latitude, inftead of being in 139 4» which was the 
parallel we propofed to keep, in order to reach the 
ïfland of Guam. As it had been а perfeét calm for 
fome days fince the cefiation of the ftorm, and we 
were ignorant how near we were to the meridian of 
the Ladrones, though we fuppofed ourfelves not to 
be far from it; we apprehended that we might be 
driven to the leeward of them by the current, with
out difcovering them. But when а gale fprung up, our 
condition was ftill worfe •, for it blew from the fouth 
weft, and confequently was direétly oppofite to the
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courfe we wanted to fleer. However, on the 2 2d of 
Auguft we had the fatisfaélion to find that the current 
was fhifted ; and had fet us to the fouthward. And 
the 23d, at day-break, we were cheered with the dif- 
covery of two iflands on the weftern board; which 
proved to be Anatacan and Serigan This gave us 
all great joy, and raifed our drooping fpirits; for till 
then an univerfal dejeétion had feized us, and we al- 
moft defpaired of ever feeing land again. By the next 
morning we were got fo far to the weftward, that we 
were in fight of а third ifland, which was that of 
Paxaros. This was very fmall, and the land low, 
fo that we had paffed within lefs than а mile of it, in 
the night, without obferving it. At noon, being 
then not four miles from the illand of Anatacan, the 
boat was fent away to examine the anchoring ground 
and the produce of the place; and we were not а 
little folicitous for her return. In the evening the 
boat came back, and the crew informed us that there 
was no road for а fliip to anchor in, the bottom be
ing every where foul ground. They further told 
us, that when they had landed on the ifland, they met 
with no water, and did not believe the place to be 
inhabited though the foil was good, and abounded 
with groves of coco-nut trees.

The account of the impofllbility of anchoring at 
this ifland occafioned а general melancholy on board ; 
for we confidered it as little lefs than the prelude 
to our deftruftion : and our defpondency was in- 
creafed by а difappointment wc met with the fucceed- 
ing night; when, as we were plying under top fads, 
with an intention of getting nearer to the ifland, and 
of fending our boat on fhore to load with coco-nuts 
for the refrefhment of our fick; the wind proved 
■fqually, and blew fo ftrong off fhore, that we were 

. driven too far to the fouthward, to venture to fend 
off our boat. And now the only poflible circum- 
ftance that could fecure the few which remained alive 
from perifliing, was the accidental falling in with 

forne
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forne other of the Ladrone iflands, better prepared
for our accommodation ; but as our knowlege of
thefe iflands was extremely jmperfeét, we were to
truft entirely to chance for our guidance.

It was on the 2Óth of Auguft, 1742, in the morn- „ 
ing, when we loft fight of the ifland of Anatacan, 
dreading that it was the laft land we Ihould ever fix our 
eyes on. But the next morning we di fto vered three 
other iflands to the eaftward, which were between ten 
and fourteen leagues diftant from us.. Thefe were, 
as we afterwards learnt, the iflands of Saypan, Ti
nian, and Aguigan. We immediately fteered to- 
ward Tinian, which was the middlemoft of the three $ 
but we had fo much of calms, that though we were 
helped forward by the currents, yet on the morrow, 
at day-break, we had not advanced nearer than with- 
in five leagues of it. However, we kept on our 
courfe, and about ten o’clock we perceived а proa 
under fail to the fouthward between Tinian and 
Aguigan. As we imagined from hence that thefe 
iflands were inhabited, and knew that the Spaniards 
had always а force at Guam, we took the neceflary 
precautions for our own fecurity: and endeavoured 
to prevent the enemy as much as poflible from 
making an advantage of our prefent wretched cir- 
cumftances, of which we feared they would be 
fufficiently informed by the manner of our working 
the fhip. We Ihewed Spanilh colours, and ftanding 
toward the land, we were near enough, at three in 
the afternoon, to fend the cutter in Ihore, to find out 
а proper birth for the fhip •, and we foon perceived 
that а proa put off from the ifland to meet the cut
ter, fully perfuaded, as we afterward found, that we 
were the Manilla fhip. As we faw the cutter re- 
türning with the proa in tow, we inftantly fent the 
pinnace to receive the proa and the prifoners, and 
to bring them on board, that the cutter might 
proceed on her errand. The pinnace came back 
with а Spaniard and four Indians, which were the

G g 2 people
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people taken in the proa: and the Spaniard being 
immediately examined as to the produce and cir- 
cumftances of this ifland of Tinian, his account of 
it furpaffed even our moft fanguine hopes. For he 
informed us, that though it was uninhabited, (which 
in itfelf, confidering our prefent defencelefs condi- 
tion, was а convenience not to be defpifed) yet it 
wanted but few of the accommodations that could be 
expeéled in the moft cultivated country: and that 
from the quantity and goodnefs of the provifions 
produced here, the Spaniards at Guam made ufe 
of it as а ftore for fupplying the garrifon.

This relation was received by us with inexpreflible 
joy: part of it we were ourfelves able to verify on 
the fpot, as we were by this time near enough to 
difcover feveral numerous herds of cattle feeding in 
different places of the ifland; and we did not any 
way doubt the reft of his narration; fince the ap- 
pearance of the fhore prejudiced.us greatly in its fa- 
vour.

The Spanifh ferjeant, from whom we received the 
account of the ifland, having informed us that there 
were lome Indians on fhore under his command, etn- 
ployed in jerking beef, and that there was а bark 
at anchor to take it on board; we were defirous, if 
poflïble, to prevent the Indians from efcaping, fince 
they would certainly have given the governor of 
Guam intelligence of our arrival. We therefore im
mediately difpatched the pinnace to fecure the bark, 
as the ferjeant told us that was the only embarkation 
on the place; and then, about eight in the evening, 
we let go our anchor in twenty-two fathom. But 
though it was almoft calm, and whatever vigour and 
ipirit was to be found on board was doubtlefs exert- 
ed to the utmoft on this pleafing occafion, when, 
after having kept the fea for fome months, we were 
going to take poflèflion of this little paradife; yet 
we were füll five hours in furling our fails. It is 
true, we were fomewhat weakcned by the crews of
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the cutter and pinnace which were fent on fhore > 
but it is not lefs true, that, including thofe abfent 
with the boats and fome negroe and Indian pri- 
foners, all the hands we could mufter capable of 
ftanding at а gun amounted to no more than feventy- 
one, moft of which too were incapable of duty, ex- 
cept on the greateft emergencies.

In the morningaparty was lent on fhore well armed, 
of which 1 myfelf was one, to make ourfelves marters 
of the landing-place, fince we were not certain what 
oppofition might be made by the Indians on the 
ifland : we landed however without difficulty; for 
the Indians fled into the woody parts of the ifland. 
We found on fhore many huts which they had in- 
habited, and which faved us both the time and 
trouble of ere&ing tertts; one of thefè huts which 
the Indians made ufe of for а ftore-houfe was very 
large, being twenty yards long, and fifteen broad: 
this we immediately cleared of forne bales of jerked 
beef, which had been left in it, and converted it into 
an hofpital for our fick, who were brought on fhore, 
being in all а hundred and twenty-eight ; and it is 
almort incredjble how foon they began to feel the 
falutary influence of the land.

This ifland lies in the latitude of 150 : 8' north, 
and longitude from Acapulco 1140; 50' wert. lts 
leng^h is about twelve miles, and its breadth about 
half as much; it extending from the fouth fouth 
wert to the north north eaft. The foil is every where 
dry and healthy, and being withal fomewhat fandy, 
it is thereby the lefs difpofed to а rank and over 
luxuriant vegetation: and hence the meadows and 
the bottoms of the woods are much neater and 
fmoother than is cuftomary in hot climates. The 
land rofe in gentie flopes from the very beach where 
we watered, to the middle of the ifland, though the 
general courfe of its afcent was often interrupted by 
vallies of an eafy defcent, many of which wind ir- 
regularly through the country. The woods confifted
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of tall and well fpread trees; the lawns were ufually 
of а confiderable breadth, their turf quite clean and 
uniform, being compofed of а very fine trefoil, inter
mixed with я variety of flowers. The woods too were 
in many places open, and free from all bufhes and un- 
derwood, fo that the neatnefs of the adjacent turf was 
frequently extended to а confidcr.ible diftance, un
der the hollow ïhade formed by the trees. Hence 
arofe а great number of the moft elegant and en- 
tertaining profpeóts, according to the different blend- 
ings of thefe woods and lawns, and their various 
interfeétions with each other. Nor were the allure- 
ments of Tinian confined to the cxcellency of its 
landfkips only ■, fince the fortunate animals, which dur- 
ing the greateft part of the year are the fole lords of 
this happy foil, partake in forne meafure of the ro
mantic caft of the ifland, and are no ftnall addition 
to its wonderful fcenery: for the cattle, of which it 
is not uncommon to fee herds of forne thoufands feed
ing together, are certainly the moft remarkable in the 
world; as they are all of them milk-white, except 
their ears, which are generally brown or black. And 
though there are no inhabitants here, yet the cla- 
mour of domeftic poultry, which range the woods 

• in great numbers, perpetually excite the idea of the 
neighbourhood of farms and villages-, and greatly con
tribute to the chearfulnefs and beauty of the place.

This place was not only extremely grateful to 
vs, from the plenty and excellency of its frefh pro- 
vifions, but was as much perhaps to be admired on 
account of its fruits and vegetable produótions j 
which were moft fortunately adapted to the eure of 
the fea fcurvy, the difeafe which had fo terribly redu- 
ced us. In the woods there were inconceivable 
quantities of coco-nuts, with the cabbages growing 
on the fame tree: there were befides, guavas, limes, 
fweet and four oranges and а kind of fruit pecutiar 
to thefe iflands, called by the Indians Rhymay, but 
by us the Bread Fruit, for it was conftantly eaten by 

• us
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us during our ftay upon the ifland inftead of bread, 
and fo univerfally preferred to it that no fhip’s bread 
was expended in that whole interval. The fruit is 
found indifferently on all parts of the branches; it 
is in Ihape rather elliptica! than round-, is covered 
with а rough rind, and is ufually feven or eight 
inches long; each of them grows fingly, and not in 
clufters. This fruit is fitteft to be uied when it is 
füll grown, but ftill green, in which ftate, after it is 
properly prepared by being roafted in the embers, 
its tafte has forne diftant refemblance to that of an 
artichoke’s bottom, and its texture is not very dif
ferent, for it is foft and fpongy. As it ripens it be* 
comes fofter and of а yellow colour, when it con
tradis а lufcious tafte and an agreeable fmell, not 
unlike а ripe peach but then it is efteemed unwhole- 
fome, and is faid to produce fluxes: it is defcribed 
in Ray’s hiftory of plants.

It will eafily be conceived from what has been al- 
ready laid, that our cheer upon this ifland was in 
fome degree luxurious; but I have not yet recited all 
the varieties of provifion which we here indulged 
in. Indeed we thought it prudent totally to abftain 
from filh, the few we caught at our firft arrival hav- 
ing furfeited thofe who eat of them ; but confidering 
how much we had been inured to that fpecies of 
food, we did not regard this circumftance as а dif- 
advantage, efpecially as the defeót was fo amply 
fupplied by the beef, pork, and fowls already men- 
tioned, and by great plenty of wild fowl.

It may now perhaps be wondered at, that an ifland 
fo exquifitely furnifhed with the conveniences of life, 
fhould be entirely deftitute of inhabitants; efpecially 
as it is in the neighbourhood of other iflands, which 
in fome meafure depend upon this for their fupport. 
To obviate this difficulty, I muft obferve, that it 
is not fifly years fince the ifland was depopulated. 
The Indians we had in our cuftody affured us, that 
formerly the three iflands of Tinian, Rota, and

G g 4 Guam,



^5б ANSON’s VOYAGE
Guam, were all full of inhabitantsj and that Ti
nian alone contained thirty thoufand fouls: but а 
ficknefs raging amongft thefe iflands which deftroyed 
multitudes of the people, the Spaniards, to recruit 
their numbers at Guam, which were extremely dimi- 
nilhed by the mortality, ordered all the inhabitants 
of Tinian thither; where, languifhing for their 
former habitations and their cuftomary method of 
life, the greateft part of them in а few years died 
of grief.

lt may perhaps be doubted, if the number of the 
inhabitants of Tinian, who were banilhed to Guam, 
and who died there pining for their native home, 
was fo confiderable as what we have related above ; 
but, not to mention the concurrent aflcrtion of our 
prifoners, the commodioufnefs of the ifland, and 
its great fertility, there are ftill remains to be met 
with on the place, which fhew it to have been once 
extremely populous. For there are, in all parts of 
the ifland, many ruins of а particular kind: thefe 
ufually confift of two rows of fquare pyramidical 
pillars, each pillar being about fix feet from the next, 

’ and the diftance between the rows being about twelve 
feet. The pillars themfelves are about five feet fquare 
at the bafe, and about thirteen feet high; and on the 
top of each of them there is а femi-globe, with the 
flat furface upwards: the whole of the pillars and 
femi-globe is folid, being compofed of fand and ftone 
cemented together, and plaiftered over. If the ac
count our prifoners gave us of thefe ftruéhires was 
truc, the ifland muft indeed have been molt extra- 
ordinary well peopled ; fince they aflured us, that 
they were the foundations of particular buildings fet 
apart for thofe Indians only, who had engaged in 
fome religious vow; monaftic inftitutions being often 
to be met with in many pagan nations. However, if 
thefe ruins were originally the bafis of the common 
dwelling-houfes of the natives, their numbers muft 

have
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have been confiderable -, for in many parts of the 
ifland they are extremely thick planted.

Having briefly, recounted the conveniences of this 
place, the excellency and quantity of its fruits and 
provifions, the neatnei’s of its lawns, the ftatelinefs, 
frelhnefs, and fragrance of its woods, and the variety 
and elegance of the views it afforded; I muft now 
obferve that all thefe advantages were greatly en- 
hanced by the healthinefs of its climate, by the al- 
moft conftant breezes which prevail, and by the fre
quent lhowers which feil there: for thefe, inftead of 
the heavy continued rains which in fome countries 
render а great part of the year fo unpleafing, were 
ufually of а very (hort and almoft momentary dura- 
tion. Hence they were extremely grateful and re- 
frefhing, and were perhaps one caufe of the falubrity 
of the air, and of the extraordinary influence it was 
obferved to have upon us, in increafing and invi- 
gorating our appetites and digeftion. This effeét 
was indeed remarkable, fince thole amongft our of
ficers, who were at all other times fpare and tem
perate eaters, were here, in appearance, transformed 
into gluttons: for inftead of one reafonable flelh- 
meal, they were now fcarcely fatisfied with three, 
each of thenutoo fo prodigious in quantity, as would 
at another time have produced а fever or а furfeit. 
And yet our digeftion fo well correfponded to the 
keennefs of our appetites, that we were neither dif- 
ordered nor even loaded by this uncommon reple- 
tion.

As to the refidence upon the illand, the principal 
inconvenience attending it is the vaft numbers of 
mufcatos, and various other fpecies of flies, together 
with an infeft called а tick : this, though principally 
attached to the cattle, would yet frequently faften 
upon our limbs and bodies, and raife а painful in
flammation. We found here too centipedes and fcor- 
pions, which we fuppofed were venomous, though 
none of us ever received any injury from them.

But
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But the moft important and formidable exception 

to this place remains ftill to be told. This is the 
inconvenience of the road, and the little fecurity 
there is in forne feafons for а fhip at anchor. The 
only proper anchoring-place for fhips of burthen is at 
the louth-weft end of the ifland. Неге the Centu- 
rion anchored in twenty and twenty-two fathom wa
ter, about а mile and а half diftant from the (hore, 
oppofite to. а fandy bay. The bottom of this road is 
füll of (harp-pointed coral rocks, which, during four 
months of the year, that is, from the middle of June 
to the middle of Oflober, render it а very unfafe an 
chorage. This is the feafon of the weftern monfoons, 
when near the füll and change of the moon, but 
more particularly at the change, the wind is uiually 
variable all round the compafs, and feldom fails to 
blow with fuch fury, that the ftouteft cables are 
not to be confided in. In the remainingeight months 
of the year, that is, from the middle of Oktober to 
the middle of June, there is a conftant feafon of 
fettled weather•, when, if the cables are but well 
armed, there is fcarcely any danger of their being 
even rubbed •, fo that during all that interval it is as 
fecure а road as could be wifhed for.

Our firft undertaking, after our arrival, was the 
removal of our fick on fhore, as hath been related. 
Whilft we were thus employed, four of the Indians 
on the ifland, being part of the Spanifh ferjeant’s 
detachment, came and furrendered themfelves to usj 
fo that with thofe we took in the proa, we had now 
eight of them in our euftody. One of the four who 
fubmitted, undertook to (hew us the moft convenient 
places for killing cattle, and two of our men were or
dered to attend him on that fervice: but one of 
them unwarily trufting the Indian with his firelock 
and piftol, the Indian efeaped with them into the 
woods. His cóuntrymen, who remained behind, 
were apprehenlive of fuffering for this perfidy of 
iheir comrade j and therefore begged leave to fend 

one
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one of their own party into the country, who, they 
engaged, fhould both bring back the arms, and per- 
fuade the whole dctachment from Guam to fubmit to 
us. The commodore granted their requeft; and one 
of thcm was dilpatched on this errand, who returned 
next day, and brought back the lirelock and piftol, 
but afiured us, he had found theni in а path-way in 
the wood, and protefted that he had not been able 
to meet with any one of his countrymen: this re
port had fo little the air of truth, that we fufpedted 
there was fome treachery carrying on -, and therefóre, 
to prevent any future communication amongft them, 
we immediately ordered all the Indians who were in 
our power on board the fhip, and did not permit 
them to go any more on fliore.

When our fick were well fettled on the ifland, we 
employed all the hands that could be fpared from 
attending them, in arming the cables with а good 
rounding, feveral fathom from the anchor, to fecure 
them from being rubbed by the coral rocks which 
here abounded. This being compleated, our next 
occupation was our leak, and in order to raife it out 
of water, we, on the ift of September, began to get 
the guns aft to bring the fhip by the ftern •, and 
now the carpenters, being able to come at it on the 
outfide, they ripped off what was left of the old 
Iheathing, caulked all the feams on both fides the 
cut-water, and leaded them over, and then new- 
iheathed the bows to the furface of the water. But 
this and forne farther attempts at fecuring it proved 
unavailable ; for the water, notwithftanding all their 
care, continued to force its way in. We, on this, de- 
fifted from all farther efforts, being at laft well aflured 
that the defeót was in the Item itlelf, and that it was 
hot to be remedied till we fhould have an opportu- 
nity of heaving down.

In the firft part of the month of September, feveral 
of our иск were tolerably recovered by their refi- 
dence on fliore-, and, on the j2th of September, all 

thofe
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thofe who were fo far relieved fince their arrival, as 
to be capable of doing duty, were fent on board the 
fhip: and then the commodore, who was himfelf ill 
of the fcurvy, had а tent erefted for him on fhore, 
where he went with the view of ftaying а few days 
to eftablifh his health.

As the crew on board were now reinforced by the 
recovered hands returned from the ifland -, we began 
to fend our cafks on fhore to be fitted up, which till 
this time could not be done, for the coopers were 
not well enough to work. We likewife weighed our 
anchors, that we might examine our cables, which 
we fufpeded had by this time received confiderable 
damage. And as the new moon was now approach- 
ing, when we apprehended violent gales, the com
modore, for our greater fecurity, ordered that part 
of the cables next to the anchors to be armed with 
the chains of the fire-grapnels j befide which they 
were cackled twenty fathom from the anchors, and 
feven fathom from the fervice, with а good round- 
ing of а four one half inch halfer : and, being per- 
fuaded that the dangers of this road demandtd our 
utmoft forefight, we, to all thefe precautions. added 
that of lowering the main and fore-yard clofe down, 
that in cafe of biowing weather, the wind might have 
lefs power upon the fhip, to make her ride а ftrain.

Thus, eft'eélually prepared, as we conceived, we 
waited till the new moon, which was the i Sthof Sep
tember, when riding fafe that and the three fucceed- 
ing days, (though the weather proved very fqually 
and uncertain) we flatternd our'elves (for 1 was dien 
on board) that the prudence of our meafures had fe- 
cured us from all accidents ; buton the 2 2d, the 
wind blew from the eaftward with fuch fury, that we 
foon defpaired of riding out the ftorm. All commu- 
nication with the fhore w :s now abfolutely cut off; 
for there was no poflibility that a boat could live, 
fo that we were neceflitated to ride it out till our 
cables parted. Indeed we were not long expecting 

this
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this dreadful event, for the fmall bower parted at 
five in the afternoon, and the (hip fwung off to the 
beft bower-, and as the night came on, the violence 
of the wind ftill increafcd, though, notwithftanding its 
inexpreffible fury, the tide ran with fo much rapidity 
as to prevail over it About eight the tide (lackened, 
but the wind not abating, the beft bower-cable, by 
which alone we rode, parced at eleven. Our (heet- 
anchor, which was the only one we had left, was in- 
ftantly cut from the bow ; but before it could reach 
the bottom, we were driven from twenty-two into 
thirty-five fathom ; and after we had veered away 
one whole cable, and two thirds of another, we could 
not find ground with fixty fathom of line : this was 
а plain indication, that the anchor lay near the edge 
of the bank, and could not hold us long. In this 
preffing danger, Mr. Saumarez, our firft lieutenant, 
who now commanded on board, ordered feveral guns 
to be fired, and lights to be (hewn, as fignals to the 
commodore of our diftrefs; and in а (hort time af
ter, it being then about one o’clock, and the night 
exceffively dark, а ftrong guft, attended with rain 
and lightening, drove us off the bank, and forced 
us out to fea, leaving behind us, on the ifland, Mr. 
Anfon, with many more of our officers, and great 
part of our crew, amounting in the whole to а hun
dred and thirteen perfons.

The ftorm which drove the Centurion to fea, blew 
with too much turbulence to permit either the com
modore or any of the people on (hore to hear the 
guns, which (he fired as fignals of diftrefs ; and the 
frequent glare of the lightening had prevented the 
explofions from being obferved : fo that, when at 
day-break, it was perceived from the (hore that the 
(hip was miffing, there was the utmoft confternation 
amongft them : for much the greateft part of them 
immediately concluded that (he was loft; and en- 
treated the commodore that the boat mtght be fent 
round the ifiand to look after the wreek : and thofe 

who
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who believed her fafe, had fcarcely any expeftation 
that flie would ever be able to make the illand again : 
fince the wind continued to blow ftrong at eaft, and 
they well knew how poorly fhe was manned, or 
provided for ftruggling with fo tempeftuous а gale. 
In either of thel'e views, their fituaiion was indced 
mort deplorable : for if the Centurion was loft, or 
Ihould be incapable of returning, there appeared no 
poffibility of their ever getting off the ifland ; as they 
were at leaft fix hundred leagues from Macao, which 
was their neareft port; and they were mafters of no 
other veffel than the fmall Spanilh bark of about fif- 
teen ton, feized at their firft arrival, which would not 
even hold а fourth part of their number. And the 
chance of their being taken off the ifland by the ca- 
fual arrival of any other fhip, was alto^ether defpe- 
rate. Nor was this the worft they had to fear; for 
they had reafon to apprehend that the governor of 
Guam, when he fhould be informed of their circum- 
ftances, might fend а force fufficient to overpower 
them, and to remove them to that ifland : where if he 
once had them in his power, he would make their 
want of commiffions (all of them being on board the 
Centurion) а pretext for treating them as pyrates, 
and for depriving them of their lives with infamy.

In the midft of thel’e gloomy refleftions, Mr. 
Anfon, though he always kept up his ul'ual com- 
polüre and fteadinefs, had doubtlefs his fhare of dif- 
quietude. However, he foon projecled а fcheme for 
extricating himlèlf and his men from their prefent 
anxious fituation : this was to hale the Spanilh bark 
on fhore, to faw her afunder, and to lengthen her 
twelve feet, which would enlarge her to near forty 
ton burthen i and would enable her to carry them all 
to China.

This indeed raifed their fpirits, by fhewing them 
the poflibility øf their getting away, of which they 
had before defpaired; but then, trom their confi- 
dence in this refource, they grew lcfs apprehenfive 

of
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of their fituation, gave а greater fcope to their hopes, 
and flattered themlelves that the Centurion would be 
able to regain the ifland, and prevent the execution 
of а fcheme, which they could eafily forefee would 
be а work of confiderable labour. Hence it was 
lome days before they were all of them heartily en- 
gaged in the projeét; but at lalt, being convinced 
of the impoffibility of the fhip’s return, they betook 
themlelves zealouily to the different tafks allotted 
them, and were as induftrious and as eager as their 
commander could defire.

lf we examine how they were prepared for going 
through with this undertaking, we fhall find, that, 
independent of other matters which were of as much 
confequence, the lengthening o'f the bark alone was 
attended with great difficulty. Some of the tools 
were to be made, many of the materials were want- 
ing, and it required np fmall degree of invention to 
fupply all thefe deficiencies. Nay, when the huil of 
the bark fhould be compleated, this was but one ar
tide ■, and there were others of equal weight which 
were to be well confidered: thefe were the rigging 
it, the vidualling it, and laftly, the navigating it, 
for the fpace of fix or feven hundred leagues, through 
unknown feas, where no one of the Company had 
ever paffed before : and in thefe particulars fuch ob- 
ftacles occurred, that, without the intervention of 
very extraordinary and unexpefted accidents, the 
whole enterprize would have fallen to the ground.

It fortunately happened that the carpenters, both 
of the Gloucefter and of the Tryal, with their chefts 
of tools, were on fhore when the fhip drove out to 
fea; the fmith too was on fhore, and had with him 
his forge and feveral of his tools, but unhappily his 
bellows had not been brought from on board; fo 
that he was incapable of working. The firft atten
tion therefore was to make him а pair of bellows ; 
but in this they were for forne time puzzled by 
want of leather: however, as they had hides in fuf-

7 ficient
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ficient plenty, and they had found а hogfhead of 
lime, which the Indians or Spaniards had prepared for 
their own ufe ; they tanned а few hides with this lime ■, 
and the leather they thus procured anfwered the 
intention tolerably well, and the bellows was com- 
pleated, а gun-barrel ferviog for а pipe.

Whilft the fmith was preparing the neceflary iron- 
work, others were employed in cutting down trees, 
and fawing them into planks ; and this being the 
moft laborious talk, the commodore wrought at it 
himfelf for the encouragement of his people. But 
there being neither blocks nor cordage fufficient for 
tackles to haul the bark on (hore, this occafioned а 
new difficulty i however, it was at length refolved 
to get her up on rollers, fince for thel'e the body of 
the cocoa-nut tree was extremely well iitted ; as its 
fmoothnefs and circular turn fuited it to the purpofe 
with very little workmanihip. А number of thefe 
trees were therefore felled, and the ends of them pro- 
perly opened for the infertion of the hand-fpikes: 
in the mean time а dry dock was dug to receive the 
bark, and ways were laid from thence quitc into 
the fea to facilitate the bringing her up. Neither 
were thefe the whole of their occupations, fince, 
befide thofe who were thus bufied in preparing mea- 
fures toward the future enlargement of the bark, а 
party was conftantly ordered to kill and provide pro- 
vifions for the reft. And though in thefe various 
employmcnts, forne of which demanded confiderablc 
dexterity, it might have been expeéted there would 
have been great confufion and delay; yet good or
der being once eftablifhed, and all hands engaged, 
their preparations advanced apace. Indeed, the 
common men might not be die lefs traftable for their 
want of fpirituous liquors : for, there being neither 
wine nor brandy on (hore, the juice .of the cocoa-nut 
was their conltjnt drink; and this, though extremely 
pleafant, was not at all intoxicating, but kept thena 
very temperate and orderly.

The
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The main work now proceeding fuccefsfully, the 

officers began to confider of all the artides which 
wou ld be neceflary to the fitting out the bark for 
the fea: on this confultation it was found, that the 
tents on fhore, and the fpare cordage aecidentally 
left there by the Centurion, together with the fails 
and rigging already belonging to the bark, would 
ferve to rig her indifrerently well when fhe was 
lengthened. And as they had tallow in plenty, they 
propofed to pay her bottom with а mixture of tal
low and lime, which was Known not to be ill ad- 
apted to that purpofe: fo that, with refpeét to her 
«quipment, lhe would not have been very defektive. 
There was, however, one exception, which was her 
fize: for as they could not make her quite forty ton 
burthen, ffie would have been incapable of contain- 
ing half the crew below the-deck, and if they were 
all at the fame time ordered upon deck, there would 
be no fmall hazard of her overfetting: but this was 
а difficulty not to be removed, as they could not aug- 
ment her beyond the fize already propofed. After 
the manner of rigging and fitting up the bark was 
confidered and regulated, the next effential point to 
be thought on was а fufficient flock of provifions 
for their voyage •, and here they were greatly at а 
lofs what expedient to have recourfe to, as they had 
neither grain nor bread of any kind on fhore; their 
bread-fruit, which would not keep at fea, having all 
along fupplied lts place •» and though they had live 
cattle enough, yet they had no falt to eure beef for 
а lea-ftore, nor would meat take fait in that climate. 
Indeed, they had preferved а fmall quantity of jerkeej 
beef which they found upon the place at their land
ing ; but this was greatly difproportioned to the run 
of near fix hundred leagues, which they were to en- 
gage in. It was at lalt, however, refolved to put op 
board as many cocoa-nuts as they poffibly could, to 
prolong to the utmofl their jerked beef, and to en- 
deavour to fupply their want of bread by rice. Tq
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furnifh themfelves with this, it was propofed, when 
the bark was fitted up, to make an expedition to 
the ifland of Rota, where they were told that the 
Spaniards had large plantations of rice under the 
care of the Indian inhabitants: but as this laft mea- 
fure was to be executed by force, it became neceflary 
to examine what ammunition had been left on flrøre, 
and to preferve it carefully; and on this inquiry, 
they had the mortification to find that all the powder 
that could be collefted, by the ftrideft fearch, did 
not amount to more than ninety charges, which was 
confiderably ftiort of one a-piece to each of the Com
pany, and was indeed а very fiender ftock of ammu
nition for fuch as were to eat no grain or bread dur
ing а whole month, except what they were to procurc 
by force of arms.

But the moft alarming circumftance, and which, 
without the providential interpofition of very impro- 
bable events, would have rendered all their fchemes 
abortive, remains yet to be related: this was, that 
there was neither compafs nor quadrant on the ifland. 
At laft, after eight days perplexity, in rumaging а 
cheft belonging to the Spanifli bark, they difcovered 
а fmall compafs, whichr though little better than 
the toys ufually made for the amufement of fchool- 

■ boys, was to them an invaluable treafure: and а few 
days after, by а fimilar piece of good fortune, they 
met with a quadrant on the fea-ftiore, which had been 
thrown over-board amongft other lumber belonging 
to the dead. The quadrant was eagerly feized-, but 
on examination it unluckily wanted vanes, and there- 
fore, in its prefent ftate, was altogether ufelefs; how- 
ever, fortune ftill continuing in а favourable mood, 
it was not long before а perfon, through curiofity, 
pulling out the drawerof an old table which had been 
driven on fhore, found therein forne vanes which 
fitted the quadrant very well; and it being thus com- 
pleated, it was examined by the known latitude of 

the
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the place, and upon trial anfwered to а fufficient de-
gree of exaétnefs.

When now all thefe obftacles were in fome degree 
removed, the bufinefs proceeded very vigoroufly: 
the neceflary iron-work was in great forwardnef^ 
and the timber and planks which, though not the 
molt exquifite performances of the fawyer’s art, were 
yet fufficient for the purpofe, were all prepared; 
ib that, on the 6th of Oftober, being the i4thday 
from the departure of the ihip, they hauled the 
bark on ffiore, and on the two fucceeding days fhe 
was fawn afunder, with the caution not to cut her 
planks: and her two parts being feparated the pro
per diftance from each other, and the materials be
ing all ready beforehand, they, the next day, being 
the 9th of October, went on with no fmall difpatch 
in their propofed enlargement of her; whence- by 
this time they had all their future operations fo fairly 
in view, and were fo much malters of them, that 
they were able to determine when the whole would 
be finilhed, and had accordingly fixed the 5th of 
November for the day of their putting to fea. But 
their projeéts and labours were now drawing to а 
fpeedier and happier conckfion ; for on the 11 th of 
Óétober, in the afternoon, one of the Glouceller’s 
men being on a hill in the middle of the illand, per- 
ceived the Centurion at а diftance, and running down 
with his utmoft fpeed towards the landing-place, he, 
in the way, faw fome of his comrades, to whom he 
hallooed out with great extafy, The fhip, the ffiip ! 
By five in the evening the Centurion was vifible in 
the offing to them all; and, a boat being fcnt off 
with eighteen men to reinforce her, and with frelh 
meat and fruits, fhe, the next afternoon, happily 
caft anchor in the road, where the commodore im- 
mediately came on board her, and was received with 
the fincereft and heartieft acclamations,

The Centurion being now once more fafely arrived 
et Tinian, to the mutual refpite of the labours of 
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our di vided crew-, the reader, after the relation al- 
ready given of the projeéts and employment of thofe 
left on fhore, fhould be apprized of the fatigues and 
diftreffes to which we, whom the Centurion carried 
off to fea, were expofed, during the long interval of 
Sineteen days that we were abfent from the ifland.

It has been already mentioned, that it was the.22d 
of September, about one o’clock, in an extreme dark 
night, when, by the united violence of а prodigious 
ftorm, and an exceeding rapid tide, we were driven 
from our anchors, and forced to fea. Our condition 
then was truly dcplorable ; we were in а leaky fhip, 
with three cables in our hawfes, to one of which hung 
our only remaining anchor; we had not а gun on 
board laffied, nor а port barred in ; our fhrouds were 
loofe, and our top-mafts unrigged, and we had 
ftruck our fore and main-yards clofe down, before 
the hurricane came on, fo that there were no fails 
we could fet, excepc our mizen. In this dreadful 
extremity we could mufter no more ftrength on board 
to navigate the fhip than а hundred and eight hands, 
feveral negroes and Indians included : this was fcarce- 
ly the fourth part of our complement -, and of thefe 
the greater number were either boys, or fuch as, 
being but lately recovered from the feurvy, had not 
'yet arrived at half their former vigour. No fooner 
were we at fea, but by the violence of the ftorm, and 
the working of the fhip, we made а great quantity of 
water through our hawfe-holes, ports, and feuppers, 
which, added to the conftant effeét of our leak, ren
dered our pumps alone а fufticient employment for us 
all: yet we had other dangers then hanging over u% 
which occafioned this to be regarded as а fecondary 
confideration only. For we all imagined, that we 
were driving direétly on the neighbouring ifland of 
Aguiguan, which was about two leagues diftant -, and 
as we had lowered our main and fore-yards clofe 
down, we had no ’fails we could fet bue the mizen, 

which
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whicfr was altogether infufficient to carry us clear of 
this imminent peril. Urged therefore by this prefT- 
ing emergency, we immediately applied ourfelves to 
work, endeavouring with the utmoft of our efforts 
to heave up the main and fore-yards; in hopes that, 
if we could but be enabled to make ule of our lower 
canvas, we might poflibly weather the ifland, and 
thereby fave ourfelves from this impending fhipwreck. 
But after füll three hours inefteftual labour, the jeers 
broke-, and the men being quite jaded, we were ob- 
liged, by mere debility, to defift, and quietly to ex- 
pect our fate, which we then conceived to be un- 
avoidable. Nor did the terrors of inllantly ftriking 
and finking, end but with the day-break ; when we 
with great tranfport perceived, that the ifland we 
had thus dreaded was at а confiderable diftance, and 
that а ftrong northern current had been the caufe of 
our prefervation.

The turbulent weather which forced us from Ti
nian, did not abate till three days after, and then we 
fwayed up the fore-yard, and began to heave up the 
main-yard; but the jeers broke again, and killed 
one of our people, and prevented us at that time from 
proceeding. The next day, being the 2Óth of Sep
tember, was а day of moft fevere fatigue to us all; 
the bufinefs of this day was no lefs than an endeavour 
to heave up the fheet-anchor, which we had hitherto 
dragged at our bows with two cables an end. This 
was а work of great importance to our future pre
fervation •, for we laboured at it with the fevereft ap- 
plication for füll twelve hours, when we had indeed 
made а confiderable progrefs, having brought the 
anchor in fight: but it growing dark, and we being 
exceflively fatigued, we were obliged to defift, and 
to leave our work unfinifhed till the next morning ; 
and then, refrefhed by the benefit of а night’s reft, 
we compleated it, and hung the anchor at our bow.

The farne day we got up our main-yard ; fo that 
baving now conquered, in forne degree, the diftrefles

H h 3 and
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and diforder ’which we were neceflarily involved in at 
our firft driving out to fea, and being enablett to 
make ufe of our canvas, we fet our courfes, and for 
the firft time ftood to the eaftward, in hopes of re- 
gaining the ifland of Tinian ; fince, by our accounts, 
we were only forty-feven leagues diftant to the fouth- 
weft. Hence, on the ift day ofO&ober, having then 
run the diftance neceflary for making the ifland ac- 
cording to our reckoning, we were in füll expeftation 
of feeing it: but here we were unhappily dilap- 
pointed, and were convinced, that а current had 
driven us confiderably to the weftward. However, 
we were delivered from our uncertainty the next 
cjay, having then а fight of the ifland of Guam; and 
hence we computed that the currents had driven us 
fprty-four leagues to the weftward of our accounts. 
Being now fatisfied of our fituation, by this fight of 
land, we kept plying to the eaftward, though with 
exceffive labour; for the wind continuing fixed in the 

being the nineteenth day from our departure; when 
arriving in the offing of Tinian, we were reinforced 
from tne fhore, as hath been already related.
. When the commodore came on board the Centu
rion, after her return to Tinian, he refolved to flay 
no longer at the ifland than was abfolutely neceflary 
to compleat our ftock of water. But the lofs of our 
long-boat, which was ftaved againft our poop, be- 
fore we were driven out to fea, put us to great in- 
conveniencies in getting our water on board. Nor 
was this our only misfortune; for, on the i4th of 
Oktober, being but the third day after our arrival, 
а fudden guft of wind brought home our anchor, 
forced us off the bank, and drove the fhip out to fea 
а fecond time. The commodore, it is true, and the 
principal officers, were now on board; but we had 
pear feventy men on fhore. Thefe had with them 
pur two cutters ; but as they were too mäny for the

cutters
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cutters to bring off at once, we fent the eighteen- 
oared bärge to aflift them ; and at the lame time made 
а fignal for all that could embark. The two cutters 
foon came off to us füll of men; but forty of the 
Company, who were bufied in killing cattle in the 
woods, and in bringing them down to the landing- 
place, remained behind. However, as the weather 
was favourable, and our crew was now ftronger than 
when we were firft driven out, we, in about five 
days time, returned again to an anchor at Tinian, 
and relieved thofe we had left behind us from their 
fecond fears of being deferted by their fhip.

On our arrival, we found that the Spanifh bade, 
the old objeét of their hopes, had undergone а new 
metamorphofis: for thofe on fhore, defpairing of our 
return, and conceiving that the lengthening the bark, 
as formerly propofed, was both а toilfome and unne- 
ceffary meafure, confidering the fmall number they 
confifted of, they had refolved to join her again, and 
to reftore her to her firft ftate; and in this fcheme 
they had made forne progrefs.

Thefe people we had left behind informed us, that, 
juft before we were feen in the offing, two proas had 
ftood in very near the Ihore, and had continued there 
for forne time $ but, on the appearance of our Ihip, 
they crowded away, and were prefently out of fight. 
And, on this occafion, I muft mention an incident, 
which, though it happened during the firft abfence of 
the fhip, was then omitted, to avoid interrupting 
the courfe of the narration.

It hath been already obferved, that а part of the 
detachment fent to this ifland under the command of 
the Spanifh ferjeant, lay concealed in the woods: in- 
deed we were the lefs folicitous to find them out, as 
our prifoners all affured us, that it was impoffible 
for them to get off, and confequently that it was im- 
poffible for them to fend any intelligence about us to 
Guam. But when the Centurion drove out to fea, 
and left the commodore on fhore, he one day, at-

H h 4 tended
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tended by forne of his officers, endeavoured to mak* 
the tour of the ifland: in this expedition, being on 
а rifing ground, they obferved in the valley beneath 
them the appearance of а fmall thicket, which, by 
attending to more nicely, they found had а progrefi 
five motion : this at firft furprifed them •, but they 
foon perceived that it was no more than feveral large 
cocoa bufhes, which were dragged along the ground 
by perfons concealed beneath them. They imme* 
diately concluded that thefe were forne of the fer* 
jeant’s party •, and therefore the commodore and his 
people made after them, in hopes of tracing out 
their retreat. The Indians, remarking that they 
were difcovered, hurried away with precipitation i 
but Mr. Anfon was fo near them, that he did not lofc 
fight of them till they arrived at their cell, which he 
and his officers entering, found to be abandoned, 
there being а paflage from it, which had been con- 
trived for the conveniency of flight, and which led 
down а precipicci They here met with an old fire* 
lock or two, but no other armsi However, there 
was а great quantity of provifions, particularly falted 
fparibs of pork, which were excellent •, and it being 
about noon, the Indians had laid out а very plenti- 
ful repaft, confidering their numbers, and had their 
bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts prepared ready for eating, 
in а manner too which plainly evinced, that with 
them а good mcal was neither an uncominon nor an 
tinhceded article. The commodore having in vaih 
learched after the path by which the Indians had ef- 
caped, he and his officers contented themfelves with 
fitting down to the dinner, which was thus luckily 
fitted to their prefent hunger; after which they re* 
turned back to their old habitation. ,

On our coming to an anchor again, after our fe* 
tond driving off to fea, we laboured indefatjgably 
at getting in our wäter •, and having, by the 2Oth 
bf-Oftobcr, compleated it to fifty tons, which we fup- 
pofed would be fufficient during our paflage to Ma
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cao, we, on the next day, fent one of each mefs on 
ihore to gather as large а quantity of oranges, le- 
mons, cocoa-nuts, and other fruits of the ifland, as 
they poflibly could, for the ufe of themfelves and 
their meflmates when at fea. And thefe purveyors 
teturning ort the evening of the fame day, we then 
det fire to the bark and proa, hoifted in our boats, 
and got under fail, fteering away toward the fouth 
end of the ifland of Formofa, and taking our leaves, 
for the third and laft time, of the ifland ofTinian.

And now, poftponing for а fhort time our run to 
Formofa, and thence to Canton, I fhall Interrupt the 
narration with а defcription of that range of iflands, 
ufually called the Ladrones, or Marian iflands, of 
which this of Tinian is one.

Thefe iflands were difcovered by Magellan in the 
year 1521-, and from the account given of the two 
he firft feil in with, it fhould feem that they were 
thofe of Saypan and Tinian; for they are defcribed 
as very beautiful iflands, and as lying between 15 and 
16 degrees of north latitude. Thefe charaéteriftics 
are particularly applicable to the two above-men- 
tioned places; for the pleafing appearance of Tinian 
hath occafioned the Spaniards to give it the additional 
name of Buenavifta; and Saypan, which is in the lati
tude of 150 22'north, affords no contemptible pro- 
fpeft when feen at fea.

There are ufually reckoned twelve of thefe iflands; 
but if tffe fmall iflets and rocks are counted, their 
whole number will amount to above twenty. They 
were formerly, moft of them, well-inhabited; but 
now Guam alone can properly be faid to be inha- 
bited. This ifland of Guam is the only fettlement of 
the Spaniards •, here they keep а governor and garri- 
fon, and here the Manila fhip generally touches for 
refrelhment, in her paflage from Acapulco to the 
Philippines. The Spanifh troops employed at this 
ifland confift of three Companies of foot, betwixt 
forty and fifty men each j and this is the principal 
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ftrength the governor has to depend on ; for he can«
not rely on any afliftance from the Indian inhabitants,
being generally upon ill terms with them, and fo ap-
prehenfive of them, that he has debarred them the
ufe of both fire-arms and lances.

The red of thefe iflands, though not inhabited, do 
yet abound with many kinds of refrefhment and pro- 
vifion; but here is no good harbour, or road amongft 
them all: of that of Tinian we have treated largely 
already •» nor is the road of Guam much better-, fince 
it is not uncommon for the Manila (hip, though fhe 
propofes to ftay there but twenty-four hours, to be 
forced to fea, and to leave her boat behind her.

From what has been laid it appears, that the Spa- 
niards on the ifland of Guam are extremely few, com- 
pared to the Indian inhabitants •, and formerly the 
difproportion was ftill greater, as may be eafily con- 
ceived from the account given of the numbers here- 
tofore on Tinian alone. Thefe Indians are а bold, 
ftrong, well-limbed people; and, as it Ihould feem 
from forne of their pra^tices, ?re no ways defeftive 
in underftanding; for their flying proas in particular, 
which, during ages paft, have b^en the oply veflels 
cmployed by them, are fo fingular and extraordi- 
nary an invention, that it would do honoür to any 
nation, however dextrous and acute. Äs former na
vigators, though they have mentioned thefe veflels, 
have yet treated of them imperfedly, and as, befide 
their curiofity, they may furnilh both the Ihip-wright 
and feaman with no contemptible obfervations •, I 
fhall here infert а defcription of the built, rigging, 
and working of thefe veflels, which I am the better 
enabled to perform, as one of them feil into our 
hands on our firft arrival at Tinian, and Mr. Brett 
took it to pieces, that he might delineate its fabric 
and dimenfions with greater accuracy.

The name of flying proa, appropriated to thefc 
veflels, is owing to the fwiftnefs with which they fail. 
Of this the Spaniards aflcrt fuch ftories, as muft ap- 
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pear altogether incredible to one who has never feen 
thefe veflels move; nor are they the only people who 
recount thefe extraordinary tales of their celerity.
For thofe who fliall have the curiofity to ^enquire at 
Portfmouth dock, about an experiment tried there 
forne years fince, with а very imperfeét one built at 
that place, will meet with accounts not lefs wonder- 
ful than any the Spaniards have related. However, 
from forne rude eftimations made by us, of the ve- 
locity with which they croffed the horizon at а 
diftance, while we lay at Tinian; with а brifk trade- 
wind they will run near twenty miles an hour.

The conftruétion of this proa is а direft contra- 
ditftion to the pra&ice of all the reft of mankind. 
For as it is euftomary to make the head of the veffel 
different from the fl:ern, but the two fides alike; the 
proa, on the contrary, has her head and ftern exaétly 
alike, but her two fides very different: the fide, in- 
tended to be always on the lee-lide, being flat; whilft 
the windward is built rounding, in the manner of 
other veffels: and, to prevent her overfetting, which 
from her fmall breadth, and the ftraight run of her 
leeward fide, would, without this precaution, infalli- 
bly happen, there is а frame laid out from her to 
windward, to the end of which is faftened а log, 
fafhioned into the fhape of а fmall boat, and made 
hollow: the weight of the frame is intended to ba
lance the proa, and the fmall boat is by its buoyancy 
(as it is always in the water) to prevent her overfetting 
to windward ; and this frame is ufually called an out- 
rigger. The body of the proa (at leaft of that we 
took) is formed of two pieces joined end-ways, and 
fewed tqgether with bark, for there is no iron ufed 
in her conftruftion : fhe is about two inches thick at 
the bottom, which at the gunwale is reduced to lefs 
than one. On the middle outrigger the maft is fixed ; 
and is fupported by а fhroud, and by two ftays. 
The fail is of matting, and the maft, yard, boom, 
and outriggers, are all made of bamboo: the heel of

the
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the yard is always lodged in а focket, according to 
the tack the proa goes on; and when fhe alters her 
tack, they bear away а little to bring her ftern up to 
the wind, then by eafing the halyard, and raifing the 
yard, carrying the heel of it along the iee-fide or the 
proa, they fix it in the oppofite focket-, whilft the 
boom at the farne time, is Ihifted into а contrary fitu- 
ation to what it had before, and that which was the 
ftern of the proa, now becomes the head, and (he 
is trimmed on the other tack. When it is neceflary 
to reef or furl the fail, this is done by rolling it 
round the boom. The proa generally carries fix or 
feven Indians; two of which are placed in the head 
and ftern, who fteer the veflel alternately with а paddle 
according to the tack (hegoes on; he in the ftern be- 
ing the fteerfman; the other Indians are employed 
either in bailing out the water which ftie accidentally 
(hips, or in fetting and trimming the fail. From the 
defcription of thefe veflels it is fufficiently obvious, 
how dextroudy they are fitted for ranging this col- 
Ieétion of iflands called the Ladrones: fince as thefe 
iflands bear ntarly north and fouth of each other, 
and are all within the limits of the trade-wind; the 
proas, by failing moft excellently on а wind, and 
with either end foremoft, can run from one of thefe 
iflands to the other and back again, only by ftiift- 
ing the fail, without ever putting about; and, by 
the flatnefs of their lee fide, and their fmall breadth, 
they are capable of lying much nearer the wind than 
any other veflel hitherto known, and thereby have 
an advantage, which no veflels that go large can ever 
pretend to; that of running with а velocity nearly 
as great, and perhaps fometimes greater than what 
the wind blows with. This, however paradoxical it 
may appear, is evident enough in fimilar inftances 
on (hore.: fince it is well known, that the fails of а 
wind-mill often move fafler than the wind ; and one 
great fuperiority of common wind-mills over all 
others, that еѵ£Г were, or ever will be contrived to
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move with an horizontal motion, is analogous to the 
cafe we have mentioned of а veflel upon а wind and 
before the wind : for the fails of an horizontal wind- 
mill, the fafter they move, the more they detraft 
from the impulfe of the wind upon them ; whereas 
the common wind-mills, by moving perpendicular 
to the torrent of air, are nearly as forcibly aéted 
on by the wind, when they are in motion, as when 
they are at reft.

Some obfcure refemblance to thefe veflels are to be 
met with in various parts of the Eaft Indies, but none 
of them to be compared with thofe of the Ladrones, 
either for conftruftion or celerity.

On the 21 ft of Oótober, in the evening, we took 
our leave of the ifland of Tinian, fteering the proper 
courfe for Macao in China. The eaftern monfoon 
was now, we reckoned, fairly fettled; and we had а 
conftant gale blo wing right a-ftern: fo that we ge
nerally ran from forty to fifty leagues а day. But 
we had а large hollow fea purfuing us, which oc- 
cafioned the fhip to labour much : whence our leak 
was augmented, and we received great damage in 
our rigging, which by this time was grown very 
rotten : however, our people were now happily in 
füll health j fo that all went through their atten- 
dance on every duty of the fhip, with eafe and chear- 
fulnefs.

Before we left Tinian we fwept for our beft and 
fmall bower, and employed the Indians to dive in 
l'tarch of them ; but all to no purpofe: hence except 
our prize-anchors, which were too light to be de- 
pended on, we had only our Iheet-anchor left. How
ever, two of our largeft prize-anchors being fixed 
.into one ftock, placing between their fhanks two four 
pounders, ferved as а beft bower: and а third prize- 
anchor being in like manner joined to our ftream- 
anchor, with guns between them, made us а fmall 
bower; fo that, befide our Iheet-anchor, we had 
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flgain two others at our bows, one of which weigheJ
3900, and thc other 2900 pounds.

The 3d of November, about three in the after- 
noon, we faw an ifland, which at firft we imagined 
so be Botel Tobago Xima: but on our nearer 
approach we found it to be much fmaller, than that 
is ufually reprefented; and about an hour after we faw 
another ifland, five or fix miles farther to the weft- 
ward. The next morning, by eleven, we got а 
fight 'of the fouthern part of the ifland of Formofa. 
This fatisfied us that the fecond ifland we faw was 
Botel Tobago Xima, and the firft а fmall iflet or 
rock, lying five or fix miles due eaft of it, not 
mentioned in any of our books or charts.

When we had made the ifland of Formofa, we 
fteered weft by fouth, in order to double its extre- 
mity, and kept а good look-out for the rocks of 
Vele Rete, which we did not difcover till two in the 
afternoon. To give thefe rocks а good birth, we 
immediately haled up fouth by weft, and fo left them 
between us and the land. Indeed we had reafon to 
be careful of them; for though they appeared as 
high out of the water as а Ihip’s huil, yet they are 
environed with breakers on all fides, and there is а 
fhoal ftretching from them at leaft а mile and а half 
to the fouthward, whence they may be truly called 
dangerous. The fouth end of Formofa, off which 
they lie, is in the latitude of 210 : 50' north, and, 
according to our moft approved reckonings, in 23* 
50' weft longitude from Tinian. From Formofa we 
fteered weft north weft, and fometimes ftill more 
northerly, propofing to fall in with the coaft of China, 
to the eaftward of Pedro Blanco-, as the rock lo call
ed is ufually efteemed an excellent direétion for Ihips 
bound to Macao: but it was the ^th of November, 
at nine in the morning, before we ftruck ground, and 
then we had 'forty-two fathom and a bottom of gray 
fand mixed with fhells. About midnight we got 
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fight of the main land of China, hearing north by 
weft four leagues diftant. We then brought the fhip 
to, with her head to the fea, propofing to wait for 
the morning; and before funrife we were furprifed 
to find ourfelves in the midft of an incredible num- 
ber of filhing-boats, which feemed to cover the fur- 
face of the fea as far as the eye could reach, molt 
of them manned with five hands, and none of thofe 
we faw with lefs than three. Nor was this fwarm 
of fifhing veffels peculiar to that fpot; for as we ran 
on to the weftward, we found them as abundant on 
every part of the coaft. We at firft doubted nót 
but we fhould procure а pilot from them to carry 
us to Macao; but though many of them came clofe 
to the fhip, and we endeavoured to tempt them by 
Ihewing them а number of dollars, а moft alluring 
bait for Chinefe of all ranks and profeffions, yet we 
could not entice them on board us, nor procure any 
direktions from them ; though, I prefume, the only 
difficulty was their not comprehending what we 
wanted. But what furprifed us moft was the inat- 
tention and want of curiofity, which we obferved in 
this herd of fifhermen. А ihip like ours had doubt- 
lefs never been in thofe feas before; and perhaps 
there might not be one, amongft all the Chinelé, 
employed in that fifhery, who had ever feen any Eu
ropean veflel; fo that we might reafonably have 
expeéted to have been confidered by them as а very 
uncommon and extraordinary objekt. But though 
many of their boats came clofe to us, yet they did 
not appear to be at all interefied about us, nor did 
they deviate in the leaft from their courfe to regard 
us. Which infenfibility, efpecially of maritime per
fons, in а matter relating to their own profeflion, 
is fcarcely to be credited, did not the general beha- 
viour of the Chinefe, in other inftances, furnilh us 
with continual proofs of а fimilar turn of mind.

Not being able to procure any information from 
the Chinefe filhermen about our proper courfe to 
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Macao, ft was neceflary for us to rely entirely on our 
own judgment. And for the afliftance of future navi
gators, it may be obferved, that befide the latitude of 
Pedro Blanco, which is 22° 18', and the depth of wa
ter, which to the weftward of that rock is almoft every 
where twenty fathoms, there is another circumftance 
which will be greatly afliftant in judging of the po- 
fition of the fhip : this is the kind of ground; for, 
till we came within thirty miles of Pedro Blanco, we 
had conftantly а fandy bottom; but there the bottom 
changed to foft and muddy, and continued fo quite 
to the ifland of Macao; only while we were in fight 
of Pedro Blanco, and very near it, we had for а 
fhort fpace a bottom of greenifh mud, intermixed 
with fand.,

Pedro Bianco is а rock of а fmall circumference, 
but of а moderate height, refembling а fugar-loaf, 
both in fhape and colour, and is about feven oreight 
miles diftant from the fhor». We pafled within а 
mile and а half of it, and left it betwcen us and the 
land, ftill keeping on to the weftward ; and the next 
day, being the 7th, we were a-breaft of а chain of 
illands, which ftretched from eaft to weft. Thefe, 
as we afterwards found, were called the iflands of 
Lema; they are rocky and barren, and are, in all, 
fmall and great, fifteen or fixteen but there are, be
fide, many more between them and the main land 
of China. Being ftill furrounded by fifhing boats, 
we once more fent the cutter on board fome of them, 
to endeavour to procure а pilot, but we could not 
prevail; however, one of the Chinefe direfted us by 
figns to fail round the weftermoft of the iflands or 
rocks of Lema, and then to hale up. We followed 
this direétion, and in the evcning came to an anchor 
in eighteen fathom.

After having continued at anchor all night, we, 
on the 9th, affour in the morning, fent our cutter 
to found the channel, but before the return of the 
cutter, а Chinefe pilot put on board fhe Centurion,
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önd told us in broken Portuguefe, he would carry 
the fhip to Macao for thirty dollars : thefe were im- 
mediately paid him, and we then weighed and made 
fail. Soon after, feveral other pilots came on board, 
who, to recommend themfelves, produced certificates 
from the captains of many European lhips they had 
piloted in, but we ftill continued under the manage
ment of the Chinefe whom we at firft engaged. By 
this time we learnt, that we were not far diftant from 
Macao, and that there were in the river of Canton, 
at the mouth of which Macao lies, eleven European 
fhips, of which four were Englifh. Our pilot car- 
ried us between the iflands of Bamboo and Cabouce; 
but the winds hanging in the northern board, and 
the tides ofcen fetting ftrongly againft us, we were 
obliged to come frequently to an anchor; fo that we 
did not get through between the two idands till the 
I2th of November, at two in the morning. On the 
13th, at ten o’clock, we happily anchored in Macao 
road, in five fathom water, the city of Macao hear
ing weft by north, three leagues diftant; the peak 
of bantoon eaft by north, and the grand Ladrone 
fouth by eaft, each of them about five leagues dif
tant. l’hus, after а fatiguing cruife of above two 
years continuance, we once more arrived at an ami- 
cable port, and а civilized country ; where the con- 
▼eniencies of life were in great plenty; where the 
naval ftores, which we now extremely wanted, could 
be in fome degree procured where we expeéted the 
inexpreffible fatisfatftion bf receiving letters from our 
relations and friends; and where our countrymen, 
who were lately arrived from England, would be 
capable of anfwering the numerous enquiries we 
were prepared to make, after the long fufpenfion of 
our correfpondence with our country.

The city of Macao, in the road of which we came 
to an anchor on the i2th of November, is а Portu
guefe lettlement, fituated in an ifland at the entrance 
of the river of Canton. lt was formerly very rich
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and populous, and capable of defending itfelf againft 
the power of the adjacent Chinefe governors : but at 
■prel'ent, though it is inhabited by Portuguefe, and 
hath а governor nominated by the king of Portugal, 
yet it fubfifts merely by the fuffrance of the Chinefe, 
who can ftarve the place, and difpoffefs the Portu
guefe whenever they pleafe. The river of Canton, 
■off the mouth of which this city lies, is the only 
Chinefe port frequented by European fhips; and is, 
on many accounts, а more commodious harbour 
than Macao: but the peculiar cuftoms of the Chi
nefe, folely adapted to the entertainment of trading 
fhips, and the apprehenfions of the commodore, lelt 
he Ihould embroil the Eaft India Company with the 
regency of Canton, if he Ihould infilt on being 
treated upon а different footing than the merchant- 
men, made him refolve rather to go to Macao, than 
to venture into the river of Canton. Indeed, had 
not this reafon prevailed with him, he himfelf had 
nothing to fear. For it is certain that he might have 
entered the port of Canton, and might have continu- 
ed there as long as he pleafed, and afterward have left 
it again, although the whole power of the Chinefe 
empire had been brought together to oppofe him.

The commodore, not to depart from his ufual 
prudence, no fooner came to an anchor in Macao 
road, than he difpatched an officer with his com- 
pliments to the Portuguefe governor of Macao, re- 
quefting his exccllency, by the farne officer, to ad- 
vife him in what inanner it would be proper to aét, 
to avoid offcnding the Chinefe; which, as there 
were then four of our fhips in their power at Canton, 
was а matter worthy of attention. The difficulty, 
which the commodore principally apprehended, re- 
lated to the duty ufualiy paid by fhips in the river 
of Canton, according to their tonnage. For, as men 
of war are exempted in evcry foreign harbour from 
all manner of port charges, the commodore thought 
it would be derogatory to the honour of his coun

try
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try to fubmit to this duty in China: and therefore 
he defired the advice of the governor of Macao, who, 
being an European, could not be ignorant of the 
privileges claimed by а Britifh man of war. Our 
boat rcturned in the evening with two officers fent by 
the governor, who informed the commodore, that 
it was the governor’s opinion, that if the Centurion 
ventured into the river of Canton, the duty would 
certainly be expeéted ■, and therefore, if the commo
dore approved of it, he would fend him а pilot, who 
lhould conduét us into another fafe harbour called 
the Тура, and where, in all probability, the above- 
mentioned duty would never be demanded.

This propofal the commodore agreed to, and in 
the morning weighed anchor, under the dire&ion of 
the Portuguefe pilot, and fteered for the intended 
harbour-, where we moored in about five fathom wa
ter. This harbour of the Тура is formed by а num- 
ber of illands, and is about fix miles diftant from 
Macao. Here we faluted the caftle of Macao with 
eleven guns, which was returned by an equal number.

The next day the commodore paid а vifit in perfon 
to the governor, and was faluted at his landing by 
eleven guns, which were returned by the Centurion. 
Mr. Anfon’s bufinefs in this vifit was to folicit the 
governor to grant us а fupply both of provifions and 
of fuch naval ftores as were necefiary to refit the 
Ihip. The governor feemed really inclined to do us 
all the fervice he could-, but he, at the fame time, 
frankly owned, that he dared not openly to furnifh 
us with any thing we demanded, unlefs we firft pro- 
duced an order for it from the viceroy of Canton : 
fince he himfelf neither received provifions for his 
garrifon, nor any other neceflaries, but by permiffion 
from the Chinele government -, and they took care 
only to viüual him from day to day.

On this declaration of the governor, Mr Anfon 
refolved himfelf to go to Canton, to procure а li- 
cence from the viceroy; and he accordingly hired а 
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Chinefe boat for himfelf and his attendants; but 
juft as he was ready to embark, the Hoppo, or 
Chinefe cuftom-houfe officer of Macao, refufed to 
grant а permit to the boat, and ordered the water- 
men not to proceed at their peril. The commodore 
at firft endeavoured to prevail with the Hoppo to 
withdraw his injunélion, and to grant а permit; and 
the governor of Macao employed his intereft to the 
farne purpofe. But the officer continuing inflexible, 
Mr. Anfon told him, the next day, that if the per
mit was any longer refufed, he would man and arm 
the Centurion’s boats ; alking him, at the farne time, 
who he imagined would dåre to oppofe them in their 
paflage. This threat immediately brought about what 
his entreaties had endeavoured at in vain: the permit 
was granted, and Mr. Anfon went to Canton. On 
his arrival there, he confulted with the fuper-cargoes 
and officers of the Engliffi ffiips, how to procure an 
order from the viceroy for the neceflaries he wanted: 
but in this he had reafon to fuppofe, that the advice 
they gave him, though well intended, was yet not the 
moft prudent: for as it is the cuftom with thefe gentle
men, never to apply to the fupreme magiftrate him
felf, but to tranfaéf all matters relating to the govern-

■ ment, by the mediation of the Chinefe merchants; 
Mr. Anfon was perfuaded to follow the farne method 
upon this occafion. Indeed, when the Chinefe mer
chants were fpoke to, they readily undertook the 
management of this bufinefs, and promifed to an- 
fwer for its fuccefs; but after near а month’s delay, 
during which interval they pretended to be often 
upon the point of completing it, they at laft, when 
they were prefled, and meafures were taken for deli- 
vering а letter to the viceroy, threw off the mafk, 
and declared they neither had made application to the 
viceroy, nor could they 5 as he was too great а man, 
for them to approäch on any occafion : and not con- 
tented with having themfelves thus grofsly deceived 
the commodore, they now ufed all their pcrfuafion

5 with
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with the Englilh at Canton, to prevent them from in- 
termeddling with any thing that regarded him; re- 
prefenting to them, that it would in all probability 
embroil them with the government, and occafion them 
а great deal of trouble.

Mr. Anion then told them, thathe would proceed 
to Batavia, and refit his fhip there j but informed 
them, at the farne time, that this was impoflible to 
be done, unlefs he was fupplied with а ftock of pro- 
vifions fufficient for his paflage. The merchants, on 
this, undertook to procure him provifions, though 
they afiured him, that it was what they durft not en- 
gage in openly, but propofed to manage it by putting 
а quantity of bread, flour, and other provifion, on 
board theEnglilh fhips, which were now ready to fail; 
and thefe were to ftop at the mouth of the Тура, where 
the Centurion’s boats were to receive them. This 
article, which the merchants reprefented as а matter 
of great favour, being fettled, the commodore, on 
the 16th of December, came back from Canton to 
the fhip.

But Mr. Anfon (who never intended going to Ba
tavia) found, on his return to the Centurion, that 
her main-maft was fprung in two places, and that the 
leak was confiderably increafed; fo that, upon the 
whole, he was fully fatisfied, that though he fhould 
lay in а fufficient ftock of provifions, yet it would be 
impoflible for him to put to fea without refitting: 
and therefore, notwithftanding the difficulties he had 
met with, he relblved at all events to have her hove 
down, before he departed from Macao. Не was 
fully convinced, by what he had obferved at Canton, 
that his great caution not to injure the Eaft India 
company’s affairs had occafioned all his perplexity. 
For he now faw clearly, that if he had at firft carried 
his fhip into the river of Canton, and addrefled him- 
felf to the Mandarines, who are the chief officers of 
ftate-, he would, in all probability, have had all his 
requefts gran ted. He had already loft а month by 
the wrong meafures he had purfued, but he refolved
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to loië as little more time as poflible; therefore, the 
17th of December,. being the next day after his re
turn from Canton, he wrote а letter to the viceroy of 
that place, acquainting him that he was commander 
in chief of а fquadron of his Britannic majefty’s (hips 
of war, which had been cruifing for two years paft 
in the South Seas againft the Spaniards, who were 
at enmity with the king his mader-, that on his way 
back to England he had put into the port of Macao, 
having а confiderable leak in his (hip, and being 
in great want of provifions, fo that it was impoffible 
for him to proceed on his voyage till his fhip was 
repaired, and he was fupplied with the neceflaries he 
wanted: that he had been at Canton, in hopes of 
being admitted to а perfonal audience of his excel- 
lency; but being а ftranger to the cuftoms of the 
country, he had not been able to inform himfelf 
what fteps were neceflary to be taken to procure fuch 
an audience: that therefore he was obliged to apply 
in this manner, to defire his excellency to give orders 
for his being p rmitted to employ carpenters and 
Jiroper workmen to refit his (hip, and to furniffi him- 
élf with provifions and ftores, that he might be 

enabled to purfue his voyage to Great Britain. Hop
ing, at the fame time, that thefe orders would be 
iffi.ied with as little delay as poflible, left it might oc- 
cafion his lofs of the feafon, and he might be pre- 
vented from departing till the next winter.

This letter was tranflated into the Chinefe lan
guage, and the commodore delivered it himfelf to the 
Hoppo, or chief officer of the emperor’s cuftoms at 
Macao, defiring him to forward it to the viceroy of 
Canton, with as much expedition as he could. The 
officer at firft feemed unwiiling to take charge of it, 
and raifed many difficulties about it therefore the 
commodore, not without forne rcfentment, took back 
his letter, and told him, he would immediately lend 
it to Canton in his own boat, and would give his of
ficer pofitive orders not to return without an anfwer 
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from the viceroy. The Hoppo perceiving the com
modore to be in earneft, and fearing to be called to 
an account for his refufal, begged to be entrufted 
with the letter, and promifed to deliver it, and to 
procure an anfwer as foon as poffible.

And now it was prefently feen how juftly Mr. An- 
fon had at laft judged of the proper manner of deal- 
ing with the Chinefe ; for this letter was written but 
the 171h of December, as hath been already obferv- 
ed; and on the 191h in the morning, а Manda
rine of the firft rank, who was governor of the city 
of Janfon, together with two Mandarines of an in
ferior clafs, and а confiderable retinue of officers and 
fervants, having with them eighteen half gallies 
furniffied with mufic, and decorated with а great 
number of ftreamers, and füll of men, came to 
grapnel a-head of the Centurion whence the Man
darine fent а meflage to the commodore, telling him 
that he was ordered by the viceroy of Canton, to 
examine the condition of the fhip. The Centurion’s 
boat was immediately difpatched, and preparations 
were made for receiving him ; in particular а hun
dred of the moft fightly of the crew were uniformly 
drefled in the regimentals of the marines, and were 
drawn up under arms on the main-deck, againft his 
arrival. When he entered the ffiip- he was faluted by 
the military mufic there was on board ; and paffing 
the new formed guard, he was met by the com
modore on the quarter-deck, who conduóted him 
to the great cabbin. Неге the Mandarine explained 
his commiffion, declaring, that he was direfted to 
examine all the artides mentioned in the commo- 
dore’s letter to the viceroy; that he had every head 
of enquiry feparately wrote down on а (heet of paper, 
with а void fpace oppofite to it, where he was to in
fert fuch information as he could procure by his own 
obfervation.

This Mandarine appeared to be а perfon of confi
derable parts, and endowed with more franknefs and
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honefty than is to be fbund in the generality of the 
Chinefe. After the neceflary infpeftions had been 
made, particularly about the leak, which the Chinefe 
carpenters reported to be to the full as dangerous as 
it had been defcribed-, the Mandarine exprefled him
felf fatisfied with the account given in the commo- 
dore’s letter. And this magiftrate, as he was more 
intelligent than any other perfon of his nation that 
came to our knowlege, fo likewife was he more 
curious and inquifitive-, viewingeach part of the fhip 
with extraordinary attention, and appearing greatly 
furprifed at the largenefs of the lower deck guns, and 
at the weight and fize of the fliot. The commo
dore, obferving his aftonilhment, thought this а pro
per opportunity to convince the Chinefe of the pru- 
dence of granting him all his demands in the mod 
fpeedy and ampie manner. He therefore told the 
Mandarine, and thofe who were with him, that, be- 
fide the requeft he made for а general licence, to 
furnilh himfelf with whatever his prefent fituation re- 
quired-, he had а particular complaint to prefer againft 
the proceedings of the cuftom-houfe of Macao. That 
at his firft arrival the Chinefe boats had brought on 
board him plenty of frefh provifions for daily ufe •, 

, that though they had always been paid to their füll 
fatisfaftion, yec the cuftom-houfe officers at Macao 
had foon forbid them ; that as they, the Mandarines, 
had informed themfelves of his wants, and were eye- 
witnelTes of the force and ftrength of his fhip, they 
might be fatisfied it was not becaufe he had no 
power to fupply himfelf, that he defired the permif- 
fion of the government to purchafe what provifions 
he ftood in need of; fince he prefumed they were 
convinced that the Centurion alone was capable of 
deftraying the whole navigation of the port of Can- 
ton, or of any other port in China: that it was 
true, this was not <he manner of proceeding between 
nations in friendfhip with each other-, but it was 
jikewife true, that it was not cuftomary for any.nation

W
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to pennit the fliips of their friends to ftarve and fink 
in theirports-, when thofe friends had money to pur- 
chafe necefiaries, and only defired liberty to lay it out: 
that they mutt confefs, he and his people had hitherto 
behaved with great modefty and referve; but that 
neceftity was fuperior to every other law ; and there- 
fore it could not be expefted that his crew would 
long continue to ftarve in the midft of that plenty to 
which their eyes were every day witnefles. The firft 
Mandarine acquiefced in the juftnefs of this reafon- 
ing, and told the commodore, that he ftiould that 
night proceed for Canton; that on his arrival а coun- 
cil of Mandarines would be fummoned, of which he 
was а member, and that, by being employed in the 
prefent commiftion, he was of courfe the commodore’s 
advocate. That with regard to the commodore’s 
complaint of the cuftom-houfe of Macao, this he 
would undertake to reétify immediately by his own 
authority. Then defiring a lift to be given him 
of the quantity of provifion neceflary for the ex- 
pence of the fhip during one day, he wrote а permit 
under it, and delivered it to one of his attendants, 
direóting him to fee that quantity fent on board early 
every morning-, which order, from that time for
ward, was punétually complied with.

When this weighty affair was thus in fome degree 
regulated, the commodore invited him, and his two 
attendant Mandarines, to dinner, telling them at the 
lame time, that if his provifion, either in kind or 
quantity, was not what they might expeét, they muit 
thank themfelves for having confined him to fo hard 
дп allowance. One of his difhes was beef, which 
the Chinel'e all diflike, though Mr. Anfon was not 
apprized of it: this feems tö be derived from the 
Indian fuperftition, which for fome ages paft has 
made а great progrefs in China. However, his guefts 
did not entirely fall; for the three Mandarines com- 
pletely finifhed the white part of four large fowls. 
They were indeed extremely embarralTed with the 
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knives and forks, and were quite incapable of making 
ufe of them. But whatever difficulty they might 
have in complying with the European manner of eat- 
ing, they feemed not to be novices at drinking. In 
this part of the entertainment the commodore excuf- 
ed himfelf, under the pretence of illnels; but there 
being another gentleman prefent, of а florid and jo
vial complexion, the chief Mandarine clapped him 
on the ffioulder, and told him by the interpreter, that 
certainly he could not plead ficknefs, and therefore 
infifted on his bearing him Company : and that gen
tleman perceiving, that after they had difpatched four 
or five bottles of Frontiniac, the Mandarine ftill con- 
tinued unruffled, he ordered a bottle of citron water 
to be brought up, which the Chinefe feemed much to 
relifh ; and this being near finiffied, they arofe from 
table, in appearance cool and uninfluenced by what 
they had drank.

After their departure, the commodore with great 
impatience expeéted the refolution of council, and 
the proper licences to enable him to refit the fhip: 
for he could neither purchafe ftores nor neceflaries, 
nor did any kind of workmcn dåre to engage them- 
felves in his fervice, until the permifTion of the go- 
vcrnment was firft obtained. And in the execution 
of thefe particular injunélions, the magiftrates never 
failed of exercifing great feverity.

А fliort time before this, captain Saunders took his 
paflåge to England on board а Swedifh fliip, and 
was charged with difpatches from the commodore; 
and in the month of December, captain Mitchel, 
colonel Cracherode, and Mr, Tafwel, one of the 
agent viétuallers, with his nephew Mr. Charles Har- 
riot, embarked on board forne of our company’s 
fhips; and 1, having obtained the commodore’s leave 
to return home, embarked with them. I muft ob- 
ferve too, that 'whilfl: we lay at Macao, we were 
informed by the officers of our Indiamen, that the 
Severn and Pearl, the two fhips of aur fquadron 

which
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which had feparated from us ofF Cape Noir, were fafe- 
ly arrived at Rio Janeiro on the coaft of Brafil: it 
was with great joy we received the news of their lafe- 
ty, after the ftrong perfuafion, which had fo long 
prevailed amongft us, of their having both perifhed. 

Notwithftanding the favourable difpofition of the 
Mandarine governor of Janfon, at his leaving Mr. 
Anfon, feveral days elapfed before there was any ad- 
vice from him; and Mr. Anfon was privately inform- 
ed there were great debates in council upon his affair; 
partly perhaps owing to its being fo unufual а cafe, 
and in part to the intrigues of the French at Canton. 
Indeed this oppofition of the French was not merely 
the effect of national prejudice, or а contrariety of 
political interetis ; but was in а good meafure owing 
to vanity. For, the French pretending their India- 
men to be men of war, their officers were apprehen- 
five, that any diftinélion granted to Mr. Anfon, on 
account of his bearing the king’s commiffion, would 
render them lefs conliderable in the eyes of the Chi
nefe, and would ellablilh а prepoffeffion at Canton in 
favour of fhips of war, by which they, as trading 
veffels, would fuffer in their importance. And it 
would have been well if the fear of finking in the 
eftimation of the Chinefe, if the Centurion was treat- 
ed in а manner different from themfelves, had been 
confined to the officers of the French fhips only. 
However, notwithftandingall thefe obftacles, it Ihould 
feem, that the reprefentation of the commodore to the 
Mandarines, of the facility with which he could 
right himfelf, if juftice were denied him, had at laft 
its effeét: fince on the 6th of January, in the morn- 
ing, the governor of Janfon, the commodore’s advo- 
vate,fent down the viceroy of Canton’s warrant for the 
refitment of the Centurion, and for lupplying her 
people with all they wanted. Having now the necef- 
fary licences, а number of Chinefe fmiths and carpen
ters went on board the next day to treår about the 
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work they were to do; all which they propofed to 
undertake by the great.

The commodore next exerted himfelf to get the 
tnoft important bufinefs of the whok compkated j the 
heaving down theCenturion, and examining the flate 
of her bottom. The firft lieutenant ,tb,<^efore was 
difpatched to Canton, to hire two junks, one of them 
being intended to heave down by, and the other to 
ferve as а magazine for the powder and ammunition; 
whilft at the lame time, on one of the neighbouring 
ifiands, а large tent was pitched for lodging the lum- 
ber and provifions, and near а hundred Chinefe caulk- 
ers fet to work on the decks and fides of the Ihip. 
But all thefe preparations took up а great deal of 
time-, for the Chinefe caulkers, though they worked 
Very well, were far from being expeditious. Befide, 
the necefiary materials, which were to be purchafed 
at Canton, came down very flowly •, partly .from the 
diftance cf the place, and partly from the delays and 
backwardnefs of the Chinefe merchants. And in 
this interval Mr. Anfon had the additional perplexity 
to difcover, that his fore-maft was broken afunder 
above the upper-deck partners, and was only kept 
together by the fifties which had been formerly clapt 
upon it.

However, the Centurion’s people made the molt of 
their time, and exerted themfèlves the beft they 
could •, and as, by clearing the ftiip, the carpenters 
were enabled to come at the leak, they took care to 
fecure that effeótually, whilft the other preparations 
were going forward. On the 22d of February, in the 
morning, they ho/e out the firft courfe of the Centu
rion’s ftar-botrd fide, and continued heaving down, 
and often righting the fhip from а fufpicion of their ca- 
reening tackle, till the 3d of March, when, having 
compleated the paying and fheathing the bottom, 
which proved to be cvery where found, they, for the 
laft time, righted the fhip, to their great joy j fince 

not
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■not only the fatigue of careening had been confider- 
able, but they had been apprefienfive of being attack’ 
ed by the Spaniards, whilft the Ihip was thus inca- 
pacitated for defence. Nor were their fears altogether 
groundlefs •, for they learnt afterward, by а Portuguefe 
veflel, that the Spaniards at Manila had been informed 
that the Centurion was in the Тура, and intended 
to careen there; and that thereupon the governor 
had fummoned his council, and had propofed to en- 
deavour to burn her, whilft fhe was careening ; an 
enterprife, which, if properly conduéted, might have 
put them in great danger. It was further reported, 
that а captain of а veflèl had aétually undertaken to 
perform the bufinefs for forty thoufand dollars, which 
he was not to receive, unlefs he fucceeded : but the 
governor pretending that there was no treafure in the 
royal cheft, and infifting that the merchants fhould 
advance the money, and they refufmg to comply with 
the demand, the affair was dropped.

It was the beginning of April when they had new 
rigged the fhip, ftowed their provifions and water од 
board, and had fitted her for the fea; and before this 
time the Chinefe grew very uneafy, and extremely 
defirous that fhe ftiould be gone; а point the com
modore was as eagerly fet on as they could be. At 
length, about the third of April, two Mandarine 
boats came on board from Macao, to prefs him to 
leave their port; and this having been often urged 
before, Mr. Anion, at this laft meflage, anfwered 
them in а determined tone, defiring them to give him 
no further trouble, for he would go when he thought 
proper, and not fooner, After this rebuke the Chi
nefe (though it was not in their power to compel hjm 
to depart) immediately prohibited all provifions from 
being carried on board him, and took fuch care their 
injunftions fhould be complied with, that from 
thence forward nothing could be purchafed at any 
rate whatever.

Tb®
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- The 6th of April, the Centurion weighed from 
the Тура, and warped to the fouthward j and, by 
the i5th, fhe was got into Macao road, completing 
her water as flie paffed along : and her whole bufi- 
nefs being finifhed by the i9th, Ihe, at three in the 
afternoon of that day, weighed and ftood to fea.

The commodore was now got to fea, with his fliip 
well refitted, his ftores replenifhed, and an additional 
ftock of provifions on board : his crew too was fome- 
what reinforced-, for he had entered twenty-three 
men during his ftay at Macao, the greateft part of 
them Lafcars or Indian failors, and the reft Dutch. 
He gave out at Macao, that he was bound to Bata
via, and thence to England. But his real defign was 
of а very different nature. He fuppofed, that inftead 
of one annual fhip from Acapulco to Manila, there 
would be this year, in all probability, two; fince, 
by being before Acapulco, he had prevented one of 
them from putting to fea the preceding feafon. He 
therefore, not difcouraged by his former difafters, re- 
l'olved again to rifque the cafualties of the Pacific 
ocean, and to cruife for thefe returning veflels off 
Cape Efpiritu Santo, on the ifland of Samal, which 
is the firft land they always make at the Philippine 
illands : and as June is generally the month in which 
thty arrive there, he doubted not but he fhould 
get to his intended ftation time enough to intercept 
them. Indeed, at Macao it was incumbent on him 
to keep thefe views fecret; for there being а great in- 
tercourlè and connexion of interefts between that port 
and Manilla, he had reafon to fear, that, if his de- 
figns were difcovered, intelligence would be imme- 
diately fent to Manilla, and meafures would be taken 
to prevent the galeons from falling into his hands. 
But being now at fea, and entirely clear of the coaft, 
he fummoned all his people on the quarter-deck, 
and informed them of his refolution to cruife for the 
two Manila fhips, of whofe wealth they were not ig

norant :
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norant: he told them he fhould choofe а ftation, 
where he could not fail of meeting with them ; and 
though they were ftout fhips, and füll manned, yet, 
if his own people behaved with their accuftomed 
fpirit, he was certain he fhould prove too hard for 
them both, and that one of them at leaft could not 
fail of becoming his prize.

The fpeech of the commodore was received by his 
people with great joy. Since по fooner he had end- 
ed, than they exprefied their approbation, according 
to naval cuftom, by three ftrenuous cheers: and de- 
clared their determination to fucceed, or perifh, when- 
ever the opportunity prefented itfelf. And this confi- 
dence was fo univerfally fpread through the whole 
fhip’s Company, that the commodore, who had taken 
fome Chinefe fheep to fea with him for his own provi- 
fion, enquiring one day of his butcher, why he had 
lately feen no mutton at his table, and afking him if 
all the fheep were killed ; thefellow ferioufly replied, 
that there were indeed two fheep left, but that if his 
honour would give him leave, he propofed to keep 
thofe for the entertainment of the general of the ga
leons.

When the Centurion left the port of Macao, fhe 
ftood for fome days to the weftward; and, on the 
firft of May, they faw part of the ifland of Formofa; 
and, fteering thence to the fouthward, they, on the 
4th of May, were in the latitude of the Bafhee iflands, 
as laid down by Dampier. After getting fight of 
thefe iflands, they ftood between the fouth and fouth 
weft for Cape Efpiritu Santo; and, the 2oth of May 
at noon, they firft difcovered that cape, which about 
four o’clock they brought to bear fouth fouth weft, 
near eleven leagues diftant. It appeared to be of а 
moderate height, with feveral round hummocks on it. 
As from this time there was but fmall employment for 
the crew ; the commodore ordered them almoftevery 
day to be exercifed in the working of the great guns, 
and in the ufe of their fmall arms. Indeed this had 
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been his praftice, more or lefs, at every convenient 
feafon during the whole courfe of his voyage ; and 
the advaritages which he received from it, in his en
gagement with the galeon, were an ampie recom- 
penfe for all his care and attention. They were alfo 
conftantly trained to fire at а mark, which was ufual- 
ly hung at the yard-arm, and where forne little re- 
Ward was given to the moft expert •, and the whole 
crew, by this management, were rendered extremely 
Ikilful.

It was the laft of May, N- S. when the Centurion 
ärrived off Cape Efpiritu Santo; and confequently 
the next day the month began in which the galeons 
were to be expeded. The commodore therefore 
made all neceflary preparations for receiving them. 
All this time too he was very folicitous to keep at 
fuch а diftance from the cape, as not to be difeovered. 
But it hath been fince learnt, that notwithftanding his 
care, he was leen from the land -, and advice of him 
was fent to Manila, where, though it was at firft dif- 
believed, yet, on repeated intelligence, the merchants 
were alarmed, and the governor was applied to; who 
undertook (the commerce fupplying the neceflary 
fums) to fit out two fhips of thirty-two guns, one of 
twenty guns, and two floops of ten guns each, to at
tack the Centurion on her ftation. With this view 
forne of thefe veflels aftually weighed; but the prin
cipal Ihip not being ready, and the mbnfoon being 
againft them, the commerce and the governor difa- 
greed, fo that the enterprife was laid afide.

As the month of June advanced, the expeftancy and 
impatience of the commodore’s people were each day 
inereafed; and it may eafily be conceived how anxi- 
oufly they pafl'ed the latter part of their cruife, when 
the certainty of the arrival of thofe veflels was dwin- 
d!ed down to probability only, and that probability 
became each hour more and more doubtful. How- 
ever, on the 2oth of June O. S. being juft а month 
after their guining their ftation, they were relieved 
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Out of this ftate of uncertainty •> for, at fun-rife, they 
difcovered а fail from the maft-head, in the fouth eaft 
quarter. On this, а general joy fpread through the 
whole fhip; for they had no doubt but this was one 
of the galeons, and they expefted föon to defcry the 
other. The commodore inftantly ftood toward her, 
änd at half an hour after feven they were riear enough 
to fee het from the Centurion’s deck ; at which time 
the galeon fired а gun, and took in her top-gallant 
fails: this was fuppofed to be а fignal to her confort; 
and therefore the Centurion fired- а gun to leeward, 
to amufe her.. The commodore was furprifed to find^ 
that during all this interval the galeon did not change 
her courfe, but cohtinued to bear down upon him; 
for he hardly believed, what afterward appeared td 
be the cafe, that Ihe knew his (hip to be the Cen
turion, and refolved to fight him.
. About noon the commodore was little more than а 
league diftant from the galeon, and could fetch her 
wake, fo that (he could not now efcape. Mr. Anfon, 
in the mean time, had prepared all things for an en
gagement. Hè picked out above thirty of his choiceft 
hands and beft markfmen, whom he diftributed into 
his tops, and whö fully anfwered his expeftations. 
And as he had not hands enough remaining to quarter 
а fufficient nurrtber to each great gun, in the cuftoma- 
ry manner; he therefore, on his lower tire fixed only 
two men to each gun, who were to be folely employ- 
ed in lctading it, whilft the reft of his people, divided 
into different gängs of ten or twelve men eaeh, were 
continually moving about the decks, to run out and 
fire fuch guns as were loaded. By this management 
he was enabled to make ufe of all his guns; and in-» 
ftead of broad-fides, he kept up а conftant fire with
out intermifiion; whence he doubted not to procure 
very fignal advantages.

Toward one o’clock, the Centurion hoifted her 
broad pendant and colours, (he being then within 
gun-fhot of the enemy; and the commodore perceiv
ing the Spaniards to have negleded clearing their.
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fhip till that time, as he faw them throwing overboard 
cattle and lumber, he gave orders to fire upon them 
with the chace-guns, to difturb them in their work. 
Soon after, the Centurion came a-breaftof the enemy 
within piftol-fhot, keeping to the ieeward of them, 
with а view of preventing their putting before the 
wind, and gaining the port of Jalapay, from which 
they were about feven leagues diftant. And now the 
engagement began in earneft. On the commencement 
of the aétion, the mats, with which the galeon had 
ftufted her netting, took fire, and burnt violently, 
blazing up half as high as the mizen top. This ac
cident, fuppofed to be caufed by the Centurion’s 
wads, threw the enemy into the ut.noft terror, and al
fo alarmed the commodore» left the galeon fhould be 
burnt, and he himfelf too fijffer by her drivingon board 
him. However, the Spaniards at laft freed themfelves 
from the fire, by cutting away the netting, and tumb- 
ling the whole mafs into the fea. All this interval the 
Centurion kept firing her cannon with great regularity, 
for at leaft half an hour-, but then the Centurion loft 
the fuperiority arifing from her original fituation, and 
was clofe along-fide the galeon, and the enemy conti- 
nued to fire brifkly for near an hour longer. Yet cverv 
in this pofture the commodore’s grape-lhot fwept their 
decks lo effeélually, that they began to fall into great 
diforder, efpecially as the general, who was the life ot 
theaétion, being wounded, was no longer capable of 
exerting himfelf. Therefore, after having, as а laft 
cftort, firedfive or fix guns with morejudgment than. 
ufual, they yielded up the conteft; and the galeon’* 
colours being finged oft' the enfign ftaff in the begin
ning of the engagement, ihe ftruck the ftandard at 
her main-top-gallant maft-head.

Thus was the Centurion pofiefled of this rich prize, 
amounting in value to near а million and а half of 
dollars. She was called the Noftra Signora de Caba- 
donga, and was commanded by general Don Jero- 
nimo de Mentero, а Portuguefe, who was the moft 
approved officer for fkill and courage of any employ-
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fcd in that fervice. The galeon was much larger than 
the Centurion ; had five hundred and fifty men, and 
thirty-fix guns mounted for aétion, befide twenty- 
eight pedreroes in her gunwale, quarters, and tops, 
each of which carried а four pound ball. She was 
very well furnilhed with fmall arms, and was particu^ 
larly provided againft boarding, both by her clofe 
quarters, and by а ftrong net-work of txyo inch-rope, 
which was laced over her waift, and was defended by 
half-pikes. She had fixty-feven men killed in the ac
tion, and eighty-fourwounded, whilft the Centurion had 
only two killed, and а lieutenant and fixteen wounded, 
all of whom but one recovered: of fo little confe- 
quence are the moft deftruétive arms in untutored 
and unpraétifed hands.

The treafure thus taken by the Centurion haV- 
ing been, for at leaft eighteen months, the great 
objeft of their hope, it is impoflible to defcribe the 
tranfport on board, when, after all their reiterated 
difappointments, they at laft faw their wifhes accom- 
plifhed. But their joy was near being iüddenly 
damped by а moft tremendous incident: for no 
fooner had the galeon ftruck, than one of the lieu- 
tenants coming to Mr. Anion to congratulate him 
on his prize, whifpered him at the farne time, that the 
Centurion was ön fire near the powder-room. The 
commodore received this dreadful news without any 
apparent emotion, and taking care not to alarm his 
people, gave the neceflary orders for extinguifhing 
the fire, which was happily done in а fhort time.

The commodore appointed the Manila veftel to be 
а poft ftiip in his majefty’s fervice, and gave the com- 
mandof her to Mr. Saumarez, his firft lieutenant; who, 
before night, fent on board the Centurion ali the Spa- 
nifh prifoners, except fuch as were thought the moft 
proper to be retained to afllft in navigating the galeon. 
And now the commodore learnt, from lome of thefe 
prifoners, that the other fhip, which he had kept in 
the port of Acapulco the preceding year, inftead of 
returning in Company with the prize, as was expeóted ;

К к 2 had
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had fet fail from Acapulco alone much fooner than 
ufual, and had, in all probability, got into the port of 
Manila longbefore the Centurion arrived off Cape Ef- 
piritu Santo.

The commodore, when the action was ended, re- 
folved to make the beft of his way with his prize for 
the river of Canton, being in the mean time fully 
employed in fecuring his prifoners, and in removing 
the treafure, from on board the galeon into the Cen- 
turion. The laft of thefe operations was too impor
tant to be poftponed ; for as the navigation to Can
ton was through feas but little known, and where, 
from the fealon of the year, very tempeftuous wea- 
ther might be expeéted, it was of great confequence 
that the treafure ftiould be fent on board the Centu- 
rion i which fhip, by the prefence of the commander 
in chief, the larger number of her hands, and her 
other advantages, was doubtlefs better provided 
againft all the cafualties of winds and feas than the 
galeon : and the fecuring the prifoners was а matter 
of ftill more confequence, as not only the pofleffion 
of the treafure, but the lives of the captors depended 
thereon. This was indeed an artide which gave the 
commodore much trouble and difquietude, for they 
were above double the number of his own people; 
and fome of them, when they were brought on board 
the Centurion, and had obferved how flenderly fhe 
was manned, and the large proportion which the 
ftriplings bore to the reft, could not help exprefling 
themfelves with great indignation to be thus beaten 
by а handful of boys.. The method which was taken 
to hinder them from rifing, was by placing all, but 
the officers and the wounded, in the hold, where, to 
give them as much air as poffible, two hatch-ways 
were left open j but then (to avoid any danger that 
might happen, whilft the Centurion’s people might 
be employed upon deck) there was а fquare partition 
of thick planks, made in the fhape of a funnel, which 
enclofed each hatch-way on the lower deck and reach- 
ed to that diredly over it on the upper deck ; thefe 

6 funnels
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funnels ferved to communicate the air to the hold 
better than could have been done without them, and, 
at the fame time, added greatly to the fecurity of the 
Ihip; for they being feven or eight feet high, it 
would have been extremely difficult for the Spani- 
ards to have clambered up; and ftill to augmentthat 
difficulty, four fwivel guns, loaded with mufquet- 
bullets, were planted at the mouth of each funnel, 
and а fentinel with lighted match was pofted there 
ready to fire into the hold among them, in cafe of 
any difturbance. Their officers, who amounted to 
feventeen or eighteen, were all ladged in the firft 
lieutenant’s cabbin, under а guard of fix men ; and 
the general, as he was wounded, lay in the commo
dore’s cabbin with а fentinel always over him; every 
prifoner too was fufficiently apprifed, that any violence 
or difturbance would be puniffied wirh inftant death. 
And, that the Centurion’s people might be at all 
times prepared, if, notwithftanding thefe regulations, 
any tumult ffiould arife, the fmall arms were con- 
ftantly kept loaded, whilft all the men went armed 
with cutlalfcs and piftols •, and no officer pulled off 
his clothes when he dept •, or, when he lay down, omit- 
ted to have his arms always ready by him.

Theiè meafures were obvioufly neceflary, confider-r 
ing the hazards to which the commodore and his peo
ple would have been expofed, had they been lefs 
careful. Indeed, the fufferings of the poor prifoners, 
rhough impoffible to'be alleviated, were much to be 
commiferated; for the weather was extremely hot, 
the ftench of the hold loathfome, beyond all concep- 
tion, and their allowance of water but juft fufficient 
to keep them alive : it not being praéticable to fpare 
them more than at the rate of а pint а day for each, 
the crew themfelves having only an allowance of а 
pint and а half. All this confidered, it was wonderful 
that not а man of them diéd during their long con- 
finement, except three of the wounded, who expired 
the fame night they were taken ; though it muft be 
confefled, that the greateft part of them were ftrange-
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ly metamorphofed by the heat of the hold; for when 
they were nrft brought on board, they were fightly 
robuft fello ws; but when, after above а month’s im- 
prifonment, they were difcharged in the river of 
Canton, they were reduced to mere fkeletons.

Thus employed in fecuring the treafure and the 
priibners, the commodore, as hath been faid, ftood 
for the river of Canton ; and, on the iith of July, 
having taken on board two Chinefe pilots, one for 
the Centurion, and the other for the prize, they came 
to an anchor off the city of Macao.

This being the commodore’s laft prize, it appears, 
that all the treafure taken by the Centurion was not 
much lhort of 400,000 1. independent of the fliips 
and merchandize, which ftie either burnt or deftroy- 
ed; and which, by the moft reafonable elljmation, 
could not amount to fo little as 600,0001. more: fo 
that the whole damage done the enemy by our fqua- 
dron, did doubtlefs exceed а million fterling. To 
which if there be added the great expence of the 
tourt of Spain, in fitting out Pizarro, and in paying 
the additional charges in America, incurred on our 
account, together with the lofs of their own men of 
war j the total of all thefe articles will be а moft ex
orbitant fum, and is the ftrongeft conviétion of the 
Utility of this expedition, which, with all its nume- 
rous difadvantages, did yet prove fo extremely preju- 
dicial to the enemy.

Whilft the Centurion and her prize were thus at 
anchor, a boat with an officer was fent off from the 
Mandarine, commanding the forts at Восса Tigris to 
examine what the fliips were, and whence they came. 
Mr. Anfon informed the officer that his owmffiip was 
а man of war belonging to the king of Great Britain, 
and that the other in Company with him was а prize 
he had taken ; that he was going into Canton river 
to ffielter himfelf againft the hurricanes which were 
then approaching, and that as foon as the monfoon 
Jhifted he ffiould fet fail for England. The officer 
then defired an account of whät men, guns, and am

munition
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mynition were on board, а lift of which he faid was 
to be fent to the governor of Canton. But when 
thefe artides were repeated to him, particularly upon 
his being told that there were in the Centurion four 
hundred firelocks, and between three and four hun
dred barrels of powder, he flirugged up his ffioulders, 
and feemed to be terrified with the bare recital i 
faying, that no (hip ever came into Canton river 
armed in that manner-, adding, that he durft not fet 
down the whole of his force, left it ffiould too much 
alarm the regency. After he had finifhed his enqui- 
ries, and was preparing to depart, he defireu to leave 
two cuftom-houfe officers behind him-, on which the 
commodore told him, that though as а man of war 
he was prohibited from trading, and had nothing to 
do with cuftoms or duties of any kind yet for the fa« 
tisfaélion of the Chinefe, he would permit two of their 
people to be left on board, who might themfelves be 
witneffes hpw pun&ually he ffiould comply with his 
inftructions. The officer feemed amazed when Mr. 
Anfon mentioned being exempted from all duties, and 
anfwered, that the emperor’s duty muft be paid by 
every ffiip that came into his ports: and it is fuppof- 
ed, that on this occafion, private dircélions were given 
by him to the Chinefe pilot, not to carry the commo
dore through the Восса Tigris ; which makes it ne- 
ceflary, more particularly, to dtfcribe thatentrance.

The Восса Tigris is а narrow paffage, little more 
than mufquet-ffiot over, formed by two pointsof land, 
on each of which therc is а fort, that on the ftarboard- 
fide being а battery on the water’s edge, with eigh- 
teen embrafures, but where there were no more than 
twelve iron cannon mounted, feeming to be four or 
fix pounders ; the fort on ffie larboard fide is а large 
caftle, fituated on а high rock, and did not appear 
to be furniffied with more than eight or ten cannon, 
none of which were fuppofed to exceed fix-poun- 
ders. Thefe are the defences which fecure.the ri
ver of Canton; and which the Chinefe imagined were 
fufficient to prevent an enemy from forcing through.

К к 4 But
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But it is obvious, from the defcription of thelé 

forts, that they could have given no obftrudión to 
Mr. Arifon’s paffage, even if they had been well fup- 
plied with gunners and ftores; and therefore, though 
the pilot, after the Chinefe officer had been on boardj 
refufed at firft to take charge of the ffiip till he had 
leave from the forts; yet, as it was neceflary to get 
throqgh without any delay, for fear of the bad wea- 
ther which was hóurly expeéted, the commodore 
weighed on the 15th, and ordered the pilot to carry 
him by the forts, threatening him, that if the ffiip 
ran a-ground, he would inftåntly hang him up at the 
yard-arm. The pilot, awed by thefe threats, carried 
the ffiip through fafely, the forts not attempting tó 
difpute the paflage. Indeed the poor pilot did not 
efcape the refentment of his countrymen; for wheri 
he came on ffiore he was feized and fent to prifon, 
and was rigoroufly difciplined with the bamboo. 
However, he found means to get at Mr. Anfon af- 
terward, to defire of him forne recompence for the 
chaftiftment hé had üridergone, and of which he then 
carried very fignificarit marks about him: Mr. An
fon, in corhmilération bf his fufferings, gave him fuch 
а fum of money, as would at any time have enticed а 
jChinefe to have undergone а dozen baftinådings.

Nor was the pilot the only perfon that fuffered on 
this occafion; for the commodore foon after feeing 
forne royal junks pafs by him from Восса Tigris to- 
wa<4 Canton, he learnt, on enquiry, that the Man
darine commanding the forts was а prifoner on board, 
that he was already turned out, and was now carrying 
to Canton, where it was expeéted he would be feverely 
|iuniffied for having permitted the ffiips to pafs.

On the i6th óf July, thé commodore ferit his fe- 
cond lieutenant to Canton, Xvith а letter for the vice- 
roy, informing him of the reafon of the Centurion’s 
putting into that port; and that the commodore 
himfeif foon propofed to repair to Canton, to pay а 
vifit to his excellency. The lieutenant was very ci
villy rcceiyed, and was promifed that an anfwcrffiould 
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be fent to the commodore the next day. In the 
mean time Mr. Anfon gave leave to feveral of the 
officers of the galeon to go to Canton, they enga- 
ging their parole to return in two days. When 
thele prifoners got to Canton, the regency fent for 
them,’ and examined them, enquiring particularly, 
by what means they came into Mr. Anfon’s power. 
It luckily happened, that on this occafion the pri
foners were honeft enough to declare, that as the 
kings of Great Britain and of Spain were at war, they 
had propofed 'to themfelves the taking of the Centu- 
rion, and had bore down upon her with that view •, 
but that the event had been contrgry to their hopes. 
And being queftioned as to their ufage on board, they 
frankly acknowleged that theyhad beentreated by the 
commodore much better than théy believed he would 
have been treated by them, had he fallen into their 
hands. This confeffion from an enemy had great 
weight with the Chinele, who, till then, though they 
revered the commodore’s military force, had vet fuf- 
peéted his morals and had confidered him rather as а 
lawlefs free-booter, than as one commiffioned by the 
ftate for the revenge of public injuries.

On the ïoth of July, in the morning, three Man
darines, with а great number of boats, and а valt 
retinue; came on board the Centurion, and delivered 
to the commodore the viceroy of Canton’s order for 
а daily fupply of provifions, and for pilots to carry 
the ffiips up the river as far as the fecond bar; and 
at the f.tme time they delivered him а meflage from 
the viceroy, in anfwer to the letter fent to Canton. 
The fubftance of the meflage was, that the viceroy 
deflred to be excufed from receiving the commo
dore’s’vifit, during the then exceffive hot weather; 
becaufe the aflembling the Mandarines and foldiers, 
necefiary to that ceremony, would prove extremely 
inconvenient and fatiguing : but that in September, 
when the weather would be more temperate, he ffiould 
be glad to fee both the commodore himfelf, and the 
Englifh captain of the other Ihip that was with him.
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As Mr. Anfon knew that an exprefs had bcen dif- 
patched to the court at Pekin, with an account of 
the Centurion and her prize being arrived in the ri
ver of Canton -, he had no doubt but the principal 
motive for putting off this vifit was, that the re- 
gency at Canton might gain time to receive the cm- 
peror’s inftruétions, on this unufual affair.

When the Mandarines had delivered their meflage, 
they began to talk to the commodore about the du
ties to be paid by his (hips-, but he immediately told 
them, that he would never fubmit to any demand 
of that kind; that as he neither brought any mer- 
chandize thither, nor intended to carry any away, 
he could not be deemed within the meaning of the 
emperor’s orders, which were doubtlels calculated for 
trading veflels only : adding, that no duties were ever 
demanded of men of war, by nations accuftomed to 
their reception, and that his mafter’s orders exprefsly 
forbade him from paying any acknowlegment for his 
fhip’s anchoring in any port whatever.

The Mandarines being thus cut (hort on the fub- 
jeét of the duty, they faid they had another matter to 
mention, which was the only remaining one they had 
in charge ; this was а requelt to the commodore, 
that he would releafe the prifoners he had taken on 
board the galeon : for that the viceroy of Canton ap- 
prehended the emperor, his mafter, might be dif- 
pleafed, if he fhould be informed that perfons, who 
were his allies, and carried on а great commerce with 
his dubjefts, were under confinement in his domi
nions. Mr. Anfon himfelf was extremely defirous tp 
get rid of the Spaniards; however, to enhance the 
favour, he at firfl: raifed fome difficulties; but per- 
mitting himfelf to be prevailed on, he at laft told 
the Mandarines, that to (hew his readinefs to oblige 
the viceroy, he would releafe the prifoners whenever 
they, the Chinefe, would order boats to fetch them 
off. This matter being thus adjufted, the Manda- 
rines departed; and on the 28th of July, two Chi- 
nefe junks were fent from Canton, to take on board
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the prifoners, and to carry them to Macao; and the 
commodore, agreeable to his promife, dii'mifled them 
all.

Though the fljips, in confequence of the viceroy’s 
permit, found no difficulty in purchafing provifions 
ibr their daily confumption•, yet it was impoflible 
that the commodore could proceed to England, 
without laying in а large quantity both of provifions 
and naval itores for his ufe during the voyage. The 
procuring this fupply was attended with much per- 
plexity; for there were people at Canton who had 
undertaken to furnifh him with bifcuit, and whatever 
elfe he wantcd. But а fortnight being elapfed, and 
nothing brought, the commodore fent to Canton to 
enquire more particularly into the reafons of this dif- 
appomtment: and he had foon the vexation to be in- 
formcd that no order had been procured from the 
viceroy to furnifh him with his fea-ftores •, that there 
was no bifcuit baked, nor any one of the articles in 
readinefs v>hich had been promifed him ; nor did it 
appear that the contraftors had taken the leaft ftep 
to comply with their agreement.

It may perhaps be impoflible for an European, 
ignorant of the cuftoms and manners of that nation, 
to be fully apprifed of the real incitements to this 
behaviour. Indeed, thus much may undoubtedly 
be aflèrted, that in artifice, falfehood, and an attach- 
ment to all kinds of lucre, many of the Chinefe 
are difficult to be paralleled by any other people. 
But then, the particular application of thefe talents, 
and the manner in which they operate on every 
emergency, are often beyond the reach of а foreign- 
er’s penetration.

It were endlefs to recount all the artifices, extor- 
tions, and frauds, which were praftifed on the com
modore and his people, by this interefted race. The 
method of buying provifions in China being by 
weight, the tricks the Chinefe made ufe of to aug- 
ment the weight of what they fold to the Centurion, 
were almoft incredible. One time а large quantity
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øf fowls and ducks being brought for the fhip’s ftore, 
the greateft part of them prefently died : this fpread 
а general alarm on board, it being apprehended that 
they had been killed by poifon : but on examination 
it appeared, that it was only owing to their being 
crammed with ftones and gravel to increafe their 
weight; the quantity thus forced into moft of the 
ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each. 
The hogs too, which were bought ready killed of the 
.Chinefe butchers, had water injefted into them for the 
fame purpofe; fo that а carcafe, hung up all night 
that the water might drain from it, had loft above 
а ftone of its weight. And when, to avoid this 
cheat, the hogs were bought alive, ,it was difcovered 
that the Chinefe gave them falt to increafe their thirft, 
and having thus excited them to drink great quan- 
tities of water, they then took meafures to prevent 
them from difcharging it again by urine, and fold 
the tortured animal in this inflated ftate. When the 
commodore firft put to fea from Macao, they prac- 
tifed an artifice of another kind ; for as the Chinefe ne- 
ver fcruple eating any animal that dies of itfelf, they 
contrived, by forne fecret praflices, that great part 
of his live fea-ftore ftiould die in а ftiort time after it 
was put on board, hoping to make а fecond profit 
of the dead carcafes which they expeéted would be 
thrown over-board ; and two third of the hogs dying 
before the Centurion was out of fight of land, many 
of the Chinefe boats followed her, to pick up the 
carrion. Thefe inftances may ferve as а fpecimen of 
the manners of this celebrated nation. But to return :

The commodore, toward the end of September, 
having found out (as has been faid) that thofe who 
had contraéted to fupply him with fea-provifions and 
ftores, had deceived him, and that the viceroy had 
not invited him to an interview, according to his 
promife i he faw it would be impoffible for him to 
iurmount the difficulties he was under, without go- 
ing to Canton, and vifiting the viceroy. And there- 
fore, on the 2;th qf September, he fent а meflage

P
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to the Mandarine who attended the Centurion, to in
form him, that he, the commodore, intended, on 
the i ft of Oftober, to proceed in his boat to Can
ton •, adding, that the day after he got there, he 
fhould notify his arrival to the viceroy, and fhould 
defire him to fix а time for his audience. This mef- 
fage being delivered to the Mandarine, he returned 
no other anfwer, than that he would acquaint the 
viceroy with the commodore’s intentions. In the 
mean time all things were prepared for this expe
dition : the boat’s crew which Mr. Anion propo- 
fed to take with him, were clothed in an uniform 
relembling that of the watermen on the Thames j 
they were in number eighteer and а cockfwain ; they 
had fcarlet jackets and blue filk waifteoats, the whole 
trimmed wich filver buttons, befides filver badges on 
their jackets and caps. As itwas apprehended, and 
even aflerted, that the payment of the euftomary du
ties for the Centurion and her prize, would be de
manded by the regency of Canton, and would be 
infifted on, previous to their granting а permiflion to 
viétual the fhip for our future voyage ; the commo
dore, who was refolved never to eftablifh fo difho- 
nourable а precedent, took all poffible precaution to 
prevent the Chinefe from facilitating the fuccefs of 
their unfeafonable pretenfions, by having him in their 
power at Canton. And therefore, the better to fe- 
cure his fhip and the great treafure on board her, he 
appointed his firft lieutenant Mr. Brett, to be cap
tain of the Centurion under him, giving him proper 
inftrutftions for his conduft, if he, the commodore, 
fhould be detained at Canton on account of the du
ties in difpute. Thefe necefiary fteps being taken, 
which were not unknown to the Chinefe, it fhould 
feem as if their deliberations were in forne fort per- 
plexed thereby; and forne dirty eunning arts were 
made ufe of to obftruél his going up to Canton.

On the ijth of October, however, the commo
dore continuing firm to his refolution, all the fuper- 
cargoes of the Englifh, Danifh, and Swcdilh fhips 

сап»
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came on board the Centurion to accompany him fö 
Canton •, for which place he fet out in his bärge the 
farne day, attended by his own boats, and by thofe 
of the trading fhips, which, on this occafion, fent 
their boats to augment his retinue. As he paficd by 
Wampo, where the European veflels lay, he was 
faluted by all of them but the French, and in the 
evening he arrived fafely at Canton.

When the commodore arrived at Canton, he was 
vifited by the principal Chinefe merchants, who af- 
feded to appear very much pleafed that he had met 
with no obftrudion in getting thither. In the con- 
verfation which paffed upon this occafion, they took 
care to infinuate, that as foon as the viceroy Ihould 
be informed that Mr. Anfon was at Canton, which 
they promifed Ihould be done the next morning, they 
were perfuaded а time would be immediately ap- 
pointed for the vifit, which was the principal bufi- 
nefs that had brought the commodore to that city.

The next day the merchants returned to Mr. An- 
fon, and told him, that the viceroy was then fo fully 
employee! in preparing his difpatches for Pekin, that 
there was no getting admittance to him at prefent; 
but that they had engaged one of the officers of his 

. court to give them information, as foon as he fhould 
be at leifure, when they propofed to notify Mr. An- 
fon’s arrival, and to endeavour to fix the audience. 
The commodore was already too well acquainted with 
their artifices not to perceive that this was a falfe- 
hood ; and had he confulted only his own judgmenc, 
he would have applied direétly to the viceroy by 
other hands. But the Chinefe merchants had fo far 
prepoflefied the lupercargoes of our fhips with chi- 
merical fears of being embroiled with the govern- 
ment, if thofe meafures were taken, which appeared 
to Mr. А nfon at that time to be the moft pruden- 
tial; that he refolved to continue paffive as long 
as it fhould appear that he loft no time by thus fuf- 
pending his own opinion. In purfuance of this 
refolution, he propofed to the Englifh, that he 

would
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would engage not to take any immediate ftep him- 
felf for getting admittance to the viceroy, provided 
the Chinefe, who contraéled to furnifh his provi- 
fions, would let him fee that his bread was baked, 
his meat lalted, and his ftores prepared with the ut- 
moft difpatch. But if, by the time when all was in 
readinefs to be Ihipped off, which it was fuppofed 
would be in about forty days, the merchants fhould 
not have procured the government’s permi ffion to 
fend it on board, then the commodore was deter
mined to apply to the viceroy himfelf. However, 
at laft, the contraél being paft, it was forne fatisfac- 
tion to the commodore to be certain that his prepa- 
rations were now going on; and being himfelf on 
the fpot, he took care to haften them as much as pof- 
fible. But when all was compleated, and wanted 
only to be fhipped, which was about the 22d of No
vember, at which time too the north-eaft monfoon was 
fet in, he then refolved to demand an audience of 
the viceroy, as he was perfuaded that, without this 
ceremony, the grant of а permiflion to take his ftores 
on board would meet with great difficulty. On the 
24th of November, therefore, Mr. Anfon fent one 
of his officers to the Mandarine who commanded the 
guard of the principal gate of the city of Canton, 
with а letter direéted to the viceroy. When this let
ter was delivered to the Mandarine, he received the 
officer who brought it very civilly, and took down 
the contents of it in Chinefe, and promifed that the 
viceroy fhould be immediately acquainted with it.

When Mr. Anfon firft determined to write this let
ter, he was under great difficulties about а proper in
terpreter, as he was well aware that none of the Chi
nefe, ufually employed as iinguifts, could be relied 
on ; but he at laft prevailed with Mr. Flint, an Eng- 
lifh gentleman belonging to the faftory, who fpoke 
Chinefe perfeétly well, to accompany his officer.

Two days after the fending the abovementioned 
letter, а fire broke out in the fuburbs of Canton. 
On the firft alarm, Mr. Anfon went thither with his 

officers
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officers and his boat’s crew tö aid the Chinefe. Wheft 
he came there, he found that it had begun in а failor’s 
fhed, and that by pulling down fome of the adjacent 
fheds it might eafily be eXtinguifhed'; and particu- 
larly obferving that it was then running along å 
wooden cornice, which blazed fiercely, and would 
immediately corrfmunicate the flame to а great dif- 
<ance, he ordered his people to begin with tearing 
away that cornice: this was prèfently attempted, and 
would have been foon executed; but, in the meaft' 
time he was told, that as there was nö Mandarine 
there, who alone has а power tö direét on thefe od- 
cafions, the Chinefe would make him, the commo
dore, anfwerable for whatever fhould be pulled down 
by his command. Hereupon Mr. Anfon and hisat- 
tendants defifted •, and he fent them to the Engliflï 
faétory to affift in fecuring the company’s treafcire and 
effefts, as it was eafy to forefee that no diftance was 
а proteélion againft the rage of fuch а fire, where fo 
litcle was done to put а ftop to it; fince all the while 
the Chinefe contented themfelves with viewirtg it, and 
now and then holding one of their idols near ir, which 
they feemed to expeét fhould check its progrefs. In
deed, at laft, а Mandarine came out of the city, 
attended by four or five hundred firemen: thefe 
made fome feeble effbrts to pull down the neighbour- 
ing houfes; but by that time the fire had greatly ex- 
tended itfelf, and was got amongft the merchants 
warehoufes ; and the Chinefe firemen, wanting both 
fkill and fpirit, were incapable of checking its vio- 
lence. In this general confufion the viceroy himfelf 
came thither, and the commodore was fent to, and 
was entreated to afford his affiftance, being told that 
he might take any meafures he fhould think moft 
prudent in the prefent emergency. Upon this mef- 
fage he went thither а fecond time, carrying with him 
about forty of his people ; who, in the fight of the 
whole city, exerted themfelves after fo extraordinaiy 
а manner, that the fire was foon extinguifhed, to the 
amazement of the Chinefe: and it fortunately hap-
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pened too, that the buddings being all on one floor,
and the materials flight, thefeamen, notwithftanding
their daring behaviour, efcaped with no other injuries
than forne bruifes.

Whilft the commodore and his people were la- 
bouring at the fire, and the terror of its becoming 
general poflèflèd the whole city, feveral of the moft 
confiderable Chinefe merchants came to Mr. Anfon, 
to defire that he would let each of them have one 
of his foldiers (for fuch they ftiled his boat’s crew, 
from the uniformity of their drefs) to guard their 
warehoufes and dwelling-houfes, which, from the 
known difhonefty of the populace, they feared would 
be pillaged in the tumult. Mr. Anfon granted them 
this requeft ; and all the men that he thus furnifhed 
behaved much to the fatisfaftion of the merchants.

The refolution of the Englifh in maftering the 
fire, and their trufty and prudent conduót where they 
were employed as fafeguards, were the general fub- 
jeéts of converfation amongft the Chinefe. And, 
the next morning, many of the principal inhabitants 
waited on the commodore to thank him for his af- 
fiftance, frankly owning to him, that he had pre- 
ferved their city from being totally confumed, as they 
could never have extinguifhed the fire of themfelves. 
Soon after too а meflage came to the commodore 
from the viceroy, appointing the 3Oth of November 
for his audience •, which fudden refolution of the vice
roy was alfo owing to the fignai fervices performed 
by Mr. Anfon and his people at the fire.

The fixing this bufinefs of the audience was, on 
every account, а circumftance with which Mr. An
fon was much pleafed; fince he was fatisfied the 
Chinefe government would not have determined, this 
point, without having agreed among themfelves to 
give up their pretenfions to the duties they claimed, 
and to grant him all he could reafonably afk. Being 
theretore himfelf perfectly eafy about the refult of 
his vifit, he made the neceflary preparations againft 
the day ; and engaged Mr. Flint to aft as interpre-

Vol. III. L 1 ter 
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ter in the conference ; and Mr. Flint, in this affair, 
as in all others, acquitted himfelf much to the com- 
modore’s fatisfaélion ; repeating with great boldnefs, 
and doubtlefs with exaétnefs, wfratever was given him 
in charge ; а part which no Chinefe linguift would 
have performed with any tolerable fidelity.

At ten o’clock in the morning, on the day appoint- 
ed, а Mandarine came to the commodore, to let him 
know that the viceroy was prepared, and expeded 
him ; on which the commodore and his retinue im- 
mediately fet out. As foon as he entered the outer 
gate of the city, he found а guard of two hundred 
ioldiers ready to receive him-, thefe attendêd him to 
the great parade before the emperor’s palace, where 
the viceroy then refided. In this parade, а body of 
troops, to the number of ten thoufand, were drawn 
up under arms, who made а very fine appearance, 
they being all of them new clothed for this ceremo- 
ny. Mr. Anfon, with his retinue, having pafled 
thro’ the middle of them, was condufted to the great 
hall of audience, where he found the viceroy feated 
under а rieh canopy in the emperor’s chair of ftate, 
with all his council of Mandarines attending. Неге 
there was а vacant feat prepared for the commodore, in 
which he was placed on his arrival. He was ranked 

* the third in order from the viceroy, there being above 
him only two chiefs of the law, and of the treafury, 
■who in the Chinefe government have precedence of 
all military officers. When the commodore was feat
ed, he addrefled himfelf to the viceroy by his inter
preter, and began with reciting the various methods 
he had formerly taken toget an audience; adding, 
that he imputed the delays he had met with to the 
infincerity of thofe he had employed; and he had 
therefore no other means left, than to'fend, as he 
had done, his own officer with а letter to the gate. 
On the mCntion of this the viceroy interrupted the 
interpreter, and bid him aflure Mr. Anfon, that the 
firft knowlege they had of his being at Canton, was 
from that letter. Mr. Anion then proceeded, and 

told
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told him, that the fubjeéts of the king of Great Britain 
trading to China, had complained to hint, the com
modore, of the vexatious impofitions both of the 
merchants and inferior cuftom-houfe officers, to which 
they were frequently neceffitated to fubmit, by reafon 
of the great difficulty of getting accefs to the Man- 
darines, who alone could grant them redrefs; that it 
was his, Mr. Anfon’s, duty, as an officer of the king 
of Great Britain, to lay before the viceroy thefe griev- 
ances of the Britifh fubjeéts, which he hoped the 
viceroy would take into confideration, and would give 
orders, that hereafter there fhould be nojuft reafon 
for complaint. Here Mr. Anfon paufed, and waited 
fome time in expedfation of an anlwer ; but nothing 
being faid, he aiked his interpreter if he was certain 
the viceroy underftood what he had urged; the in
terpreter told him, he was certain it was underftood, 
but he believed no reply would be made to it. Mr. 
Anion then reprelented to the viceroy the cafe of the 
fhip Haflingfield, which having been .difmafted on 
the coaft of China, had arrived in the river of Canton 
but а few days before. The people on board this 
veftel had been great fufferers by the fire; the cap
tain in particular had all his goods burnt, and had loft 
befide, in the confufion, а cheft of treafure of four 
thoufand five hundred Tahel, which was fuppofed 
to be ftolen by the Chinefe boat-men. Mr. Anfon 
therefore defired that the captain might have the 
affiftance of the government, as it was apprehended 
the money could never be recovered without the 
affiftance of the Mandarines. To this requeft the 
viceroy made anfwer, that in fettling the emperor’s 
cuftoms for that fhip, fome abatement fhould be 
made in confideration of her loftes.

And now the commodore having difpatched the 
bufinefs with which the officers of the Eaft India Com
pany had entrufted him, he entered on his own affairs j 
acquainting the viceroy, that the proper feafon was 
already fet in for returning to Europe, and that he 
wanted only а licence to fhip off his provifions and 

L 1 2 ftores, 
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ftores, which were all ready-, and that as loon as this 
fhould be granted him, and he fhould havegotten his 
necefiaries on board, he intended to leave the river 
of Canton, and to make the beft of his way for Eng
land. The viceroy replied to this, that the licence 
fhould be immediately iflued, and that every thing 
fhould be ordered on board the following day. And, 
finding that Mr. Anfon had nothing further to infilt 
on, the viceroy continued the converl'ation for forne 
time, acknowleging in very civil terms how much the 
Chinefe were obliged to him for his lignal fervices at 
the fire, and owning that he had faved the city from 
bcing deftroyed : then obferving that the Centurion 
had been а good while on their coaft, he clofed his 
difcourfe by wilhing the commodore a profperous 
voyage to Europe. After which, the commodore, 
thanking him for his civility and affiflance, took his 
leave.

As foon as the commodore was out of the hall of 
audience, he was much prelTed togo into а neighbour- 
ing apartment, where there was an entertainment pro- 
vided; but finding, on enquiry, that the viceroy him- 
felf was not to be prefent, he declined the invitation, 
and departed, attended in the farne manner as at his 

• arrival; only on his leaving the city he was faluted by 
three guns, which are as many as in that country are 
ever fired on any ceremony. Thus the commodore, 
to his great joy, at laft finifhed this troublefome affair, 
■which for the preceding four months, had given him 
much difquietude.

In purfuance of the promifes of the viceroy, the 
provifions were begun to be fent on board the day 
fucceeding the audience-, and, four days after, the 
commodore embarked at Canton for the Centurion. 
And now all the preparations for putting to fea 
were purl'ued with 16 much vigilance, and were fo 
foon completed, that the 7th of December, the Cen
turion and her prize unmoored, and ftood down the 
river, paffing through the Восса Tigris on the iodi. 
On this occafion the Chinefe had taken care to man 

the
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the two forts, on each fide of that paflåge, with as ma- 
ny men as they could well contain, the greateft part of 
them armed with pikes and match-lock mulkets. 
Thefe garrifons affefted to (hew themfelves, as much 
as poflible, to the fliips, and were doubtlefs intended 
to induce Mr. Anfon to think more reverently than 
he had hitherto done of the Chinefe military power: 
for this purpofe they were equipped with extraordi- 
nary parade, having а great number of colours ex- 
pofed to view; and а foldier of unufual fize, dreflèd 
in very fightly armour, ftalked about on the parapet, 
with а battle-axe in his hand, endeavouring to put 
on as important and martial an air as poflible: though 
fome of the obfervers on board the Centurion lhrewd- 
ly fufpeéted, from the appearance of his armour, that 
inftead of fteel, it was compofed only of а particular 
kind of glittering paper.

The Centurion and her prize being now without 
the river of Canton, and confequently upon the point 
of leaving the Chinefe jurifdiélion, I beg leave to 
fubjoin а few remarks on the difpofition and genius 
of that celebrated people.

That the Chinefe are а very ingenious and induf- 
trious people, is fufficiently evinced, from the great 
number of curious manufaótures which are efta- 
blilhed amongft them, and which are eagerly fought 
for by the rpoft diftant nations but though fkill in 
the handicraft arts feems to be the moft valuable qua- 
ïification of this people, yet their talents therein are 
but of а fecond rate kind for they are much out- 
done by the Japanefe in thofe manufafturcs which 
are common to both countries •, and they are in nu- 
merous inftances incapable of rivaling the mechanic 
dexterity of the Europeans. Indeed, their principal 
excellency feems to be imitation; and they a.cord- 
ingly labour under that poverty of genius which 
conftantly attends all fervile imitators. This is moft 
confpicuous in the works which require great truth 
and accuracy; as in clocks, watches, fire-arms, &c. 
for in all thefe, though they сап copy the different 

parts,



$i8 ANSON’s VOYAGE
parts, and can form forne refemblance of the whole,' 
yet they never could arrive at fuch а juftnefs in their 
fabric as was neceflary to produce the defired effeét. 
Jf we pats to artitis of а fuperior clafs, they feem to 
be ftill more defeftive, their paintings being more 
indebted to the native brightnefs and excellency of 
the colours than to the fkill of the painter.

The Chinefe government having alfo been the 
fubjeét of boundlets panegyric on this head I muft 
obferve, that by their tranfaétions with Mr. Anfon, 
we have feen that their m giftrates are corrupt, their 
people thievifh, and their tribunals venal, and abound- 
ing with artifice. Nor is the conftitution of the em
pire, or the genera! orders of the ftate, lefs liable to 
exception : fince that form of government, which 
does not in the firft place proyide for the fecurity of 
the public againft the enterprifes of foreign powers, 
is certainly а moft defeftive inftitution : and yet this 
papulous, this rich and extenfive country, fo pom- 
poufly celebrated for its refined wifdom and policy, 

• was conquered about an age fince by а handful of 
Tartars; and even now, through the cowardice of 
the inhabitants, and the want of proper military re- 
gulations, it continues expofed, not only to the at- 

. tempts of any potent ftate, but to the ravages of every 
petty invader. It has been already obferved, on oc- 
cafion of the commodore’s difputes with the Chinefe, 
that the Centurion alone was an overmatch for all 
the naval power of that empire: this perhaps may 
appear an extraordinary polition ; but their junks, 
though forne of them are of great burden, are coarfe 
unmanageaWe veflels ■, and the mafts, fails, and rig- 
ging are ruder than the built; for their mafts are 
made of trees, no othcrwife fafhioned than by bark- 
ing them, and topping off their branches. Each maft 
has only two fhrouds of twifted rattan, which are of
ten both fhifted tcf the weather-fide ; and the halyard, 
when the yard is up, ferves inftead of а third ftiroud. 
The fails are of mat, ftrengthened every three feet by 
an horizontal rib of bamboo j they run up the maft 

with
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with hoops, and when they are lowered down thè^ 
fold upon the deck. Thefe traders carry no cannon, 
and are utterly incapable of refifting any European 
armed veffel. Nor is the Rate provided with fhips of 
confiderable force, or of a better fabric, to proteét 
their merchantmen: for at Canton, where doubtlefs 
their principal naval power is ftationed, we iaw no 
more than four men of war junks, of about three 
hundred tonsburthen, being of the makealready.de- 
fcribed, and mounted only with eight or ten guns, 
the largeft of which did not exceed а four-pounder. 
But it is time to return to the commodore, who, 
with his two fhips, on the uth of December, an- 
chored before the town of Macao.

While the fhips lay here, the merchants of Macao 
finifhed their purchafe of the galeon, for which they 
refufed to give more than 6000 dollars: this was 
greatly fhort of her value, but the impatience of the 
commodore to get to fea, to which the merchants 
were no ftrangers, prompted them to infift on thefe 
unequal terms. Mr. Anfon had learnt enough from 
the Englilh at Canton to conjeóture, that the war 
with Spain was ftill continued; and that probably the 
French might engage in the affiftance of Spain, be
fore he could arrivé in Great Britain: and there- 
fore, knowing that no iritelligence could come to 
Europe of the prize he had taken, and the treafure 
he had on board, till the return of the merchantmen 
from Canton, he was refolved to make all poffible 
expedition in getting back, that he might be himfelf 
the firft meflenger of his own good fortune. For 
thefe reafons, he, to avoid all delay, accepted of the 
fum offered for the galeon; and fhe being delivered 
to the merchants the i5th of December, /743, the 
Centurion, the farne day, got under fail, on her re
turn to England. On the 3d of January, fhe came 
to anchor at Prince’s Ifland in the ftraits of Sunda, 
and continued there wooding and watering till the 
8th; when fhe weighed and ftood for the Cape óf 
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Good Hope, where, on the nth of March, ihean- 
chored in Table-bay.

Heré the commodore continued till the beginning 
of April, highly delighted With the place, which, by 
its extraordinary accommodations, the healthinefs of 
its air, and the piéturefque appearance of the coun
try, the whole enliv'ened too by the addition of а ci- 
vilized colony •, was not difgraced on а comparifon 
with the vallies of Juan Fernandes and the lawns of 
Tinian *. During his ftay he entered about forty 
new men; and having by the 3d of April, 1744» 
completed his water and provifion, he, on that day, 
weighed and put to fea. The i9th of April they faw 
the ifland of St. Helena, which however they did 
not touch at, but ftood on their way ; and arrived in 
foundings about the beginning of June. They, on 
the loth of that month, fpoke with an Englilh fhip 
bound for Philadelphia, trom whom they received 
the firft intelligence of а French war. By the i2th 
of June they got fight of theLizard; and the i5th, 
in the evening, to their infinite joy, they came fafe to 
an anchor at Spithead. But that the fignal perils 
which had fo often threatened them in the preceding 
part of the enterprize, might purfue them to the 
very laft, Mr. Anion learnt on his arrival, that there 
was а French fleet of confiderable force eruifing in 
the chops bf the channel, which, from the account 
of their pofition, he found the Centurion had ran 
through, and had been all the time concealed by 
а fog. Thus was this expedition finilhed, when it had 
lafted three years and nine months, after having, by 
its event, ftrongly evinced this important truth, that 
though prudence, intrepidity, and perfeverance unit
ed,. are not exempted from the blows of adverfe for
tune ; yet in а long feries of tranfaftions, they ufually 
rife fuperior to its power, and in the end rarely fail 
of proving fuccefsful.

• See Kolbcin’s voyage to the Cape, in vol,
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