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M agdalena Sokołow ska

P re fa ce

Value sy s te m s  of so c ia l  groups, co m m u n ities  and g lobal s o c ie t ie s  

are  frequent to p ic s  of so c io lo g ic a l r e s e a r c h . W ithout going in to  the wide  

sp ectru m  of v iew p oin ts th ey  have been ta ck led  from  em b racin g  a lm o st  

a ll  p o s s ib le  a n g le s , o r ien ta tio n s , m eth ods and p r a c tic a l p u rp o ses it  

would be tem p tin g  to draw  a cer ta in  th e o r e tic a l d iv is io n  w h ere  d ifferent 

v a lu e s  would b e lo n g  to d ifferen t co m p artm en ts f i lle d  w ith  the findings  

o f sy s te m a tic  r e s e a r c h . What i s  m o st  l ik e ly  to appear i s  that so m e of 

th e se  com p a rtm en ts w ould be a lm o st b u rstin g  w ith  data, o th ers would  

have m uch  room  to sp a re  w h ile  o th ers s t i l l  would be vacant. What’ s 

m o r e , i t  would often  be the c a se  that th e  v a c a n c ie s  r e fe r  to  the values  

of m a jo r  s ig n if ica n ce  fo r  s o c ia l  l ife . One of th e se  em pty  com partm ents  

i s  r e s e r v e d  fo r  the phenom ena conn ected  w ith population reproduction  

w hich  the w orld  so c io lo g y  c la s s i f i e s  am ong the m o st  in tr ica te  and at the 

sa m e  tim e  the le a s t  rew ard in g  r e s e a r c h  t e r r ito r ie s .  The ch ild  a s a value  

b elo n g s to th is  c la s s  and hardly  anything has been w ritten  about th is  so  

far .

T h is  s ta tem en t m ay se e m  p ara d o x ica l se e in g  the h ost o f e x is tin g  s t u ­

d ie s  on ch ild ren . H ow ever; look ing  c lo s e r  one cannot but conclude that 

a s  a ru le  th ey  a l l  fa ll  w ide off the convention of so c io lo g ic a l value r e ­

se a r ch . What th ey  have in com m on i s  a p e c u lia r  se lf -c e n tr e d , u tilita r ia n  

approach to the ch ild  la r g e ly  predom inant in su rv e y s  c a r r ie d  “ before" a s

rcin.org.pl



w ell a s  “a fter ’’a ch ild  i s  b o m . M ost o f th e  su r v e y s  d ea lin g  w ith  p renata l 

p er io d  a r e  fo c u sse d  e it h e r  on s e x  a s  a va lu e  o r  on c o n tr a ce p tiv es  w hich  

s e r v e  the im p lem en tation  of th is  va lu e . The ch ild  a s  a va lu e  cannot u su a l­

ly  g e t through un til i t s  b irth b e c o m es  a  fa c t o r  when i t s  . “c r e a t o r s ” d e li­

b era te ly  renounce c o n tr a ce p tiv es  having decid ed  that fo r  v a r io u s r e a s o n s  

th ey  need  a ch ild . Q uite often  it  i s  planned a s  an e le m en t of the s ta b il i­

zed l ife ,  a new  s u c c e s s ,  upholding o r  prov id in g  fo rm a l bonds fo r  an un­

certa in  or  cru m b lin g  m a r ita l union, rem ed yin g  lo n e lin e s s  o r  se c u r in g  

se n ility  e tc . It i s  th is  co n tex t that the p h ra se  "to a fford  a ch ild :’has c o ­

m e  in to  u se . And im m ed ia te ly  fo llow in g  the ch ild b irth  i s  an ava lanche of 

stu d ie s  on tim e  budget /th e  baby ch a n g es it  e n t ir e ly / ,  le i s u r e  /w h ich  

the baby ta k es a w a y /, p o p u la r . c y c le s  on n u r s e r ie s ,  k in d erg a rten s, sc h o o ls , 

helpfu l g ra n n ies, fe m a le  em ploym en t e t c . , w hich m a y  be p a r tic u la r ly  im ­

petuous in  P oland  due to our w ell-k n ow n  s tr a in s  but w hich even  the r i ­

c h e st  co u n tr ies  a r e  not im m une from .

T h is  e n tire  dom ain has been m o s t  co n sp icu o u sly  a ffec ted  by the te c h ­

n o lo g ica l rev o lu tio n  in the sp h e re  of population rep rod u ction . The term  

"reproduction”, s e e m s  s lig h tly  b e tter  that "procreation” but both a r e  so  deep ly  

rooted  in  dem ography and b io logy  than to show  them  in  te r m s  of va lu e  i s  

a v e r y  hard ta sk  indeed. The point i s ,  h ow ever, that by fa r  too  few  stu ­

d ie s  o f m e d ica l so c io lo g y  have gone to  ex a m in e  the d ra m a tic  c a s e  o f s o ­

c ia l  r e p e r c u ss io n s  and the o v erw h elm in g  in flu en ce  on s o c ia l  l i f e  o f the  

tech n o lo g ica l p r o g r e s s  m ade in  m e d ic in e . We a r e  m u ch  m o r e  prone to 

c o n s id e r  i t  in  te r m s  o f how th e  im p ro v em en t in the trea tm en t o f d is e a s e s  

he lp  s to  co n tro l en d em ics  o r  len gthen  l i f e  ex p ecta n cy . M eanw hile, m oun­

ting  r igh t under our e y e s  and w ithin l e s s  than one gen era tio n  h a s been  

so m eth in g  that continues to  beg  an account doing j u s t ic e  to  i t s  enorm ous  

sc a le  and s ig n ifica n ce  fo r  a l l  the sp h e r e s  o f hum an l ife :  n a m ely , the  

r is e  and v a st u se  o f m o d e m  c o n tr a ce p tiv es  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  the sep a ra tio n  

of conjugal l i f e  from  ch ild b earin g . The new  p r o c e s s e s  that have been  put 

in m otion  m ake it  hard to  t e l l  c a u se s  from  e ffe c ts ;  the concaten ation  of 

dem ographic d ev e lo p m en ts a r e  b lended w ith so c ia l,  cu ltu ra l and eco n o m ic

6
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phenom ena; the term  " cu ltu re” has co m e  to stand fo r  the e en tu r ie s - lo n g  

taboo of ser.ual l if e ,  r e lig io u s  co n v ic tio n s , e th ica l v iew s - both old and 

th o se  u sh ered  in qu ite r ec en tly  -  a s  w e ll a s  the new' situation  of w om en  

in  so c ie ty  and the in tertw in n ings of m any o th er  su b sta n tia l phenom ena  

and p r o c e s s e s  that tra n sfo rm  the tex tu re  o f s o c ie t ie s .  The red uction  of 

unwanted p r e g n a n c ies  r e su lted  in a co n sid era b le  drop in  natu ra l in c r e a se  

in  a ll  the develop ed  co u n tr ies  w hich i s  enough to troub le  the m inds of de­

m o g ra p h ers  and p o lit ic ia n s . F o r  h is  part a  so c io lo g is t  can take a s  a 

point o f departure fo r  h is  co n sid era tio n s  the qu estion  o f the resu lta n t op­

tion  in  the m o st  fundam ental o f a l l  sp h e re s  o f human l if e  w h ere so  fa r  

th ere  h as been no option at a ll. Such se le c te d  r e s u lt s  o f  the phenom enon  

in point m a y  in v o lv e , fo r  in sta n ce , c h i ld le s s n e s s  by ch o ice , the lo t  of 

unwanted ch ild ren  /e g .  born b e c a u se  abortion  w as im p o s s ib le / ,  adopted  

ch ild ren  e tc . T his f ie ld  o f fe r s  v a st opp ortu n ities fo r  s o c io lo g is t s .

H ow ever, a ll th e se  and s im ila r  so c io lo g ic a l  v en tu res w ould in  th em se l  

v e s  be o f m e r e ly  seco n d a ry  s ig n ifica n ce  v is  à v is  the n e c e s s i t y  o f p lac in g  

the p ro b lem s in v o lv ed  in  the m a in str e a m  of th e o r e tic a l and em p ir ica l s o ­

c io lo g y  w hich i s  now d isp e r se d  in  haphazard so c io lo g ic a l contrib utions in  

dem ography, p sy ch o lo g y , m e d ic in e  and e sp e c ia lly  in  p r a c tic a l stu d ies  and 

p r o je c ts  c a lle d  " so c ia l po licy!’o r . "population p o lic y ”.

Anna T itkow ’ s book, too  m o d e st ly  c a lle d  "a p r o je c t  rep o r t” , f i l l s  

m u ch  of the gap in  th is  r e s p e c t . H ers i s  a notab le  contribution  to  the 

know ledge about the sta te  o f a w a r en ess  o f the con tem p o ra ry  P o lish  so c iety  

p ro v id in g  su b sta n tia l in form ation  about i t s  b a s ic  v a lu es  and e sp e c ia l ly  th is  

p a r ticu la r  va lue w hich i s  /o r  i s  b e lie v e d  to b e /  one o f the m o st  im portanl 

i f  not the m o s t  im portant o f a l l.  T h is study finds i t s  w ay r igh t in to  the 

m a in str e a m  of r e s e a r c h  on l i f e  s ty le s  by show ing that "a baby?is a good  

in d ica to r  o f v a r io u s sp h e r e s  o f l i f e  o f m a r r ie d  co u p le s  and fa m ilie s  a s  

w e ll a s  b ig g e r  groups and co m m u n ities . I think i t  i s  high tim e  that to sui 

tra d itio n a l c a te g o r ie s  d istin g u ish ed  in  e m p ir ica l r e s e a r c h  on l if e  s ty le  as  

work, hou sing  cond iti n s , t im e  budget e t c . ,  one m o r e  be added: the child  

T his would p rev en t th is  c a teg o r y  being  s l ic e d  and d istr ib u ted  am ong other

7
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And the ch ild , Anna Titkow t e l l s  u s , i s  im portant enough to b eco m e an 

independent v a r ia b le  in  l if e  s ty le  s tu d ie s . M o reo v er  an in te r e s t in g  and 

m o st probably quite new  w ay of exam in in g  s o c ia l  c o n sc io u sn e s s  could  

enrich  in tern ation a l com p a ra tiv e  r e s e a r c h  in th is  fie ld . It in v o lv es  a d i­

v is io n  of a ttitu d es to the ch ild  into  two s e t s  ca lled , "'rational” and 'e m o -
V

tional. W hile g iv in g  a v iv id  p ic tu re  o f th e se  th ings in  P olan d  Anna Titkow  

su g g e s ts , som ew hat p r o v o c a tiv e ly , that the ra tion a l com ponent t ie s  up 

with the p etty  b ou rg eo is  type of a fflu en ce  w h ere  having a baby i s  seen  a s  

one m o r e  step  up w h erea s the em o tio n a l com ponent, even  when i t  i s  u n ce r ­

tain, unfirm  /w a v e r in g  r e f le c t s  tr a n sfo r m a tio n s  in s o c ia l  c o n s c io u s n e s s /  

tu rn s out to be - a p p ea ra n ces to  the co n tra ry  - i t s  qu ite lik e a b le  o p p o site  

e x p r e s s in g  a g e n e r a lly  p r o g r e s s iv e ,  open outlook on the vm rld w hich i s  

fa r , to be su re , from  the lig h t-h e a r te d  attitude to l i f e .  It w ould be in t e r e s ­

ting to s e e  how" th e se  q u estio n s d evelop  in  o th er  co u n tr ies .

The p r a c tic a l la y e r  o f th is  book s e e m s  to o ffer  v e r y  to p ica l food  fo r  

thougt fo r  the m a k e r s  o f the s o -c a l le d  population  p o licy . H ardly anything, 

i t  i s  sa id , can be m o r e  v ia b le  and u se fu l than a good th eo ry  b a sed  on firm  

e m p ir ica l foundations. Thus it  c le a r ly  tr a n sp ir e s  from  Anna T itk o w 's  study  

that the tid e  of pronata l propaganda that gushed  in  th is  country  in  the s e ­

v e n tie s  fa ile d  to have any e ffe c t w h a tso ev er  on the nu m ber of ch ild ren  

and that, in addition , it  i s  not ga in fu l em ploym en t of w om en that i s  to  

blam e a s  so m e  would have us b e lie v e  in th is  con tex t. T h is  co n c lu sio n  i s  

co rro b o ra ted  by m any oth er  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c ts  in P oland  and abroad a lik e.

If th is  i s  so  it  i s  b eca u se  the s o -c a l le d  population p o lic y  m a n ife s ts  i t s e l f  

at c o n fe re n c es , in  o rg a n iza ti o n s, sp e e c h e s  wdth a d efin ite  d istr ib u tio n  of  

em p h a sis , in the p r e s s  etc . In other  w o rd s, it  fin d s o u tle ts  o r  s e l f - r e a ­

liza tio n  in the p ro fu se  sp h ere  o f in stitu tio n a lize d  propaganda w h ile  i t s  

su b jec ts  and a d d r e s s e e s ,  i .  e . , the u s e r s  o f the nu ptia l bed w hich m ea n s  

in  p r a c t ic e  a hard day couch  - c o lla p s ib le  in m o s t  P o lish  f la ts  -  a r e  ab -  

so lu te ly  in d ifferen t to it .  Of c o u r se , it  i s  p o s s ib le , w ith  enough pow er  

o v er  p eo p le , to p lay  a tr ic k  on them  by u n ex p ected ly  ha ltin g  the s a le s  of 

c o n tr a ce p tiv es  accom p anied  by a. sudden ban on abortion  a s  the c a s e  w as
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in  one country not fa r  from  P oland . T h ere  w as m uch r e jo ic in g  when the 

birth ra te  w as found to  be on the r is e  at f ir s t  which w as trium phantly  

announced to  the w o rld . U nfortunately , it soon  appeared - and th ere  w ere  

no tru m p ets th is  t im e  - that a lm o st concuren tly  the m o rta lity  of 

young w om en sh ot up s e v e r a l  dozen t im e s .

T h is  i s  not to im ply  that a l l  s o c ia l  p ro jec ts  in  th is  fie ld  are  doom ed  

to  fa ilu r e . H ow ever , for  one thing they  ought not to be c a lled  "policy"  

b eca u se  w e have enought of th is  in a l l  o ther f ie ld s ,  and for another,

/though it i s  a com m on p lace  rem ark  it h as not lo s t  i t s  c u r re n c y / a ll  

p r o je c ts  ought to  be ra tion a l and c o m p reh en siv e , fa c il ita te  the l ife  of 

young m a rried  cou p les and fa m ilie s ,  co v er  h ou sing , organ ization  of em p loy­

m ent and s o c ia l  a llo w a n c es . L e t’ s do our b est to  a ss u r e  that the d e c is io n s  

on having or not having a baby a re  r e a l  o p tion s. T he situ ation  in co n tra ­

c e p tiv e s  in  P oland i s  g e n e ra lly  known to  be a c u r io s ity  by European s ta n ­

d a rd s. P r e m a r ita l and m a r ita l c o u n se llin g  /th e  term  " sexu o log ica l"  c o n ­

tin u es to sound too  stra igh tforw ard  to  too  m any/ i s  in the sta te  of v e g e ­

tation  of not ex tin ctio n . Though the tra d itio n a l, and in tern ation a l nam e: 

F a m ily  P lanning S o c ie ty  has been changed into "F am ily  D evelopm ent S o ­

c ie ty "  th is  can be h ard ly  sa id  to  have helped m uch in fending off the in ­

c r e a s in g ly  a g g r e s s iv e  ch a llen g e  of the m ovem ent for  the r ev is io n  of the 

a b ortion  and c o n tra cep tiv es  law .

Anna T itkow  t e l l s  u s that new stu d ies  on fa m ily  p o licy  are  soon to  be 

laun ch ed . W ere a re  look ing  forw ard im p a tien tly .
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IN T R  O D U C  T I O N

T he population  tren d  of our so c ie ty  i s  w ell-k now n ; contem p orary  

P o le s  -  s im ila r ly .to  m o st r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  other m odern s o c ie t ie s  -  

are  not keen  on having too m any ch ild ren . H ow ever, one should not 

lo s e  s ig h t of the sp e c if ic  P o lis h  condition determ in ed  by the ex is ten ce  

in  our s o c ia l  r e a lity  o f two d ifferen t fa c to r s  w h ose op eration  i s  not n e­

c e s s a r i ly  co m p lem en tary  or m utually  p r o p e llin g . I have in m ind here  

a high p o s itio n  of the fa m ily 1 , w hich h as develop ed  h is to r ic a lly , the

sp rea d  of C ath olic ism  w hich w eigh  down on fa m ily  planning and tne num - 
2

ber od ch ild ren  , coinciding w ith the grow th of w om en c a r e e r s ,  growing  

consu m ption  n eed s, tra n sfo rm a tio n s in the p attern s and stan dards of 

se x u a l l i f e .

It is  the a w a r en ess  o f  th is  s o c ia l  "disharm ony" that provoked the 
3

launching of th is  r e s e a r c h  . It i s  an attem pt to define the p lace  of tl.-e

1P r z e m ia n y  ro d z in y  p o lsk iej [ T ra n sfo rm a tio n s of the P o lish  F a m ily J , 
ed ited  by J, K om orow ska, Instytut W ydaw niczy CRZZ, W arszaw a 1975.

2M ilo ść , m a łżeń stw o , rodzina [L o v e , M a rr ia g e , F a m ily ] ,  ed ited  
by F . A d am sk i, W ydaw nictw o A p osto lstw a  M odlitw y, K raków, 1978.

3
T h is  r e s e a r c h  w as c a rr ie d  out in a sa m p le  of 1935 adult P o le s  

in ,9 7 9  w ith in  p ro jec t III. 2 .2 9  coord in ated  by the Institu te of S o c io lo g y , 
W arsaw  U n iv e r s ity .
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ch ild  a g a in st the background o f  v a lu e s  p r e fer re d  by our s o c ie ty .  H en­

cefo rth  in  th is  rep o rt the term  "values"  w il l  m ean  o b jec ts  w h ich  are
4

ch o sen  depending on the d eg ree  o f  d e s ir e  .

B e it  added that the r e s e a r c h  d o es not c la im  to a co m p lete  d e s ­

crip tion  o f the su b ject in  poin t. T h is  r e se a r v a tio n  a p p lies  in the f ir s t  

p la ce  to the " sy ste m  of v a lu es  o f the P o lish  so c ie ty " . N or a re  its  

find ings in any way a dem ograph ic  fo r e c a s t .

The A im s E stim a tio n s  o f the num ber o f  ch ild ren  d e sir ed  and had

by co n tem p orary  P o le s  d e r iv e  from  d em o g ra p h ica l s tu d ie s 3 . R e la t iv e ly

le s s  i s  known about s o c ia l  and cu ltu ra l c o r r e la t iv e s  /a g g r e g a te d  from

data on the ind ividual le v e l /  w hich accom p an y  th e se  tr en d s . T h e r efo r e

the a im  o f the r e s e a r c h  i s  tw ofold . F o r  one thing w e w ant to know the

p la ce  o f the ch ild  in  the sy s te m  of v a lu es  o f  the P o lis h  so c ie ty  -  the

s o c ie ty  s e e n  f ir s t  o f a ll in  te rm s o f so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s itio n  of its

m e m b e r s . F o r  another w e want to know the r e la tio n  betw een  in d ica to rs

w hich, in v a r io u s ’/a y s , ren d er  the " im portance  o f  the ch ild " .

P o lis h  brith  r a te  i s  and w ill  continue to be s im ila r  to that o f the

a v era g e  d evelop ed  c o u n tr ies , that i s  w e hope our n atu ral in c r e a se  w ill
6

a llo w  fo r  s im p le  rep rod u ction  . It w a s a ls o  m y in ten tion  in  th is  study

In th is rep o rt the te r m  "value" m ea n s o b jec ts  ch o sen  depending  
on the d eg ree  o f  d e s ir e  for th em . P o r t .  M elvin L .K o h n , C la s s  and 
C on form ity . A Study in V a lu es . I llin o is  .The D o r se y  P r e s s  H om ew ood,
1969 j

Z .S m o liń sk i, O antyk oncep cji, p rzery w a n iu  c ią ż y  i  planow aniu r o ­
dziny  [O n  con tracep tion , abortion  and fa m ily  p lanning] in  P r o b le m y  R o ­
dziny  No 1, 1973 [F a m ily  P ro b le m s No 1, 1973J, P er sp ek ty w y  d z ie tn o ­
ś c i  ro d z in  w P o ls c e  [N u m b er  of C h ild ren  p er  fa m ily : p r o sp e c ts  in  PolandJ  
in; P ro b le m y  R od ziny  [F a m ily  P r o b le m s ]  No 1 9 7 4 .

g *
C f .e g .a r t ic le  by E .R o s s e t ,  W ięcej dziadków  n iż  wnuków [M o re  

g ra n d fath ers than g ran d ch ild ren ] 'T rybuna Ludu”/d a i ly /  1 5 .X I. 1980.
Dane zaw arte  w R oczn iku  S ta tystyczn ym  z 1977 r .  [S ta t is t ic a l  Y earb ook  
1 9 7 7 ] g iv e s  the fo llow in g  rep ro d u ctio n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  g r o s s :
Y ear T o ta l 'T ow n C ountryside
1950 1. 79 1 .5 5 1.93
1960 1 .4 3 1 ,1 6 1 .7 5
1970 1.06 0 .8 3 1.37
1975 1. 09 0 .8 5 1.53
1976 1 .1 1 0 .8 8 1 .5 5
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to answer what options:, if any, from th eep 'h ered f values accompany 

this p^BotaemMn It is  to be understood that onlysbxhe of the possible 
'raines have beep selected. ! wish to consider the child as a valub in  

^ .n era llifem od efci/· among vaiuessom etiine® competitive with having 

children, the popularity a t weU-considered, controlled parenthood, thè 
'pàtîerns and steii& ras bf eexiwl life, the level of acceptance of careers .
■Of- women* y·:'...'.·.'· . ■

I.believe the findings of this research will help ·;,η formulating hypo­
th e c «  On the vétnfe of -the, child In thé PoBaihsociety -  a value meant 
as à gut» total of emotional, social arfaecoabmic costs and profits of ' ' 
parents7. This, ( j je  jiî information. can fee· of .-OŚ* in aociftl policy which' 
ttme and hgaon «Jprme’the Polish ρ ·Η ^ :φ ϋ |Μ  nfith .reports on the ailments 
of our demographic Structure, It would be geôd to know whether there 
are any Vehicles for oof-ranting it . , .

The research Is an op^ortumly of registering certain social processes 
responsible for population trends and the place of parenthood in them.
This can be made the most on two conditions* One -  that the 1935 -  
person sample is  able to grasp views hud behaviours characteristic not - 
only of various social atrata but. also of different generations; two - that 
by repeating ubme of . the questione formulated fa thé Public Opinion Pol­
ling Centre several years ago it w ill succeed in recording the dynamie 
of certain attitudes ando p in io m  ̂ which, are eipéêÇsdi· to be ckiaély linked
to jmocreatibhal attttoSee, I. haye ta miód a ll questione relating to ’preshs·

-, * ..!■’■ ·_'·;■ · ■' ··'·· 1 ' ' '· ··'·'» '■"S''·" '■"*
>.*«(& .»tesT'täbe'.aitns of Btarntage add female eareere..

·...'. ia.: rese&rbh 1 took account p fth e cu rr en t atate of
Polish studies· bn procreations! attitudes, -the ettiiisie towards contracep­
tives .-and parental,β ί^ ό ^ ο ρ β y .'JWit many, studies have been devoted to '

C. Kegtcibasi, Vàlae of Çbildren. Wbmen'e role 'and Fertility in Turkey.
: Solibi.ted .paper, istam im ł 1970, ^.Bereirt-iCowaJalta, Kopet btreym ania dsie- 

Oka na piodśtawie b'udietOw iOdiittbych r  1073 r :. fTh* Cost of Maintenance 
Of a Chiłid.Pasćb oń p a ta ily  Budgets in  Îé7 3 j. key  reeearefc project K .5/ '  
iH 28 Wa.yszawa 1978,

; % êe. H .M ahęw sita, Prdbleçcry W ÿehowama sek su a ln ego  £The P ro b lem s o f  
. .SbstyĘducatioh] to  P r o t e i n y ' ffpdziny, 19^8, '.Wc. S/dS'; B .L o b o d z iîlsk a ’ s  

guèsttonhôird-Qrï L ové and M arriage , OBOP 1-9$#, j .K b b e r #  questionotiire.
I s - it  good to  L ive in  the F a m ily .
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th is topic . The la st  na tion a l-sca le  r e se a r c h  on adult attitudes to  natu-
10

r a l  in c re a se  dates back to the yea r  1960 . Its c h ie f  finding was that 60 per

cent o f the population approve of the ac t which m ade abortion le g a l  in  

Poland . D em ographic stu d ies  are .u su a lly  ca rr ied  out on m a rried  wom en  

sa m p les in  the 15-49  age bracket. T hey are s tr ic t ly  d iagn ostic  and do 

not go  into seek in g  c o r r e la t iv e s  of tren ds detected  1.

The e x is ten ce  of v a r ia b les  d escr ib in g  so c ia l  p o sitio n  h ard ly  needs 

a ju stifica tio n . It i s  an a sp ect o f s o c ia l  s tru ctu re  which en ters into s ig n i­

fican t re la tio n sh ip s w ith a l l  the sp h e re s  o f hum an l if e .  V alues constitute  

a link betw een  the s o c ia l  p o sitio n  and b ehaviou rs.
12

Though stu d ies  on the contem p orary  P o lish  fa m ily  a re  qu ite m any  

I have fa iled  to find e m p ir ica l data on how in ten siv e  nor on  how co n sc io u s  

and contro lled  the need to have ch ild ren  m ay b e . In other w ords r e la t i ­

v e ly  litt le  i s  known on the d eg ree  to  which contem p orary  P o lish  so c ie ty  

reg a rd s the ch ild  a s  an ab so lu tely  ob lig a to ry  or on ly  d e s ir ed  va lue.

Other supp lem en tary  a im s o f the r e s e a r c h  invo lve  the scop e  of  

in c o n sis ten cy  in  d ec la red  a ttitudes tow ards p ro crea tio n  and se x u a l l i f e .

T h is  w ill  be exam ined on the exam ple of co h eren ce  betw een the approval 

o f p rem a rita l s e x  on the one hand and the app roval o f ch ild ren  rea red  

by s in g le  m oth ers . I w as a lso  in te re ste d  in  corresp o n d en ce  betw een  the 

attitudes tow ards c a r e e r s  o f w om en and th e ir  actu a l occu pational a c tiv ity .  

F in a lly  I hope that m y find ings w il l  s e r v e  a s  a y a rd stick  in  determ in ing  

how far a c tio n s known a s  s o c ia l  p o licy  tow ards the fa m ily  can a ffec t  

so c ia l  l if e .
9

B .U ra m o w sk a -Z y to , P ro b lem y  p ro k rea cji -  analiza  wtórna m a ter ia ­
łów polsk ich  1945-1978 [P r o b le m s  of P ro c re a tio n . Secondary A n a ly s is  
of P o lish  M ateria ls 1945-1978J , rep o rt w ithin key r e s e a r c h  p ro jec t, in
p r in t .

10J . M alanowski The Attitude o f the S o c ie ty  to  N atu ral In cr e a se , a 
r e se a r c h  report; OBOP, 1960 r .  S ee  footnote  12 .

11„See  foo tno te  d .
1 **C i .A . D od ziuk -L ityńska, D .M arkowska. W sp ółczesna  rodzina w P o l­

s c e  [C on tem p orary  P o lish  F a m iły j ,  K siążka i  W iedza, 1975 and Rodzina  
w m iastach  p o lsk ich  fP o lish  Orban F a m ily ] , O sso lineum  1971 and Inform a­
tor o  badaniach nad rodziną prow adzonych w ła tach  1975-1979  [R e se a rc h  
on F a m ily  1375-1979] published by F a m ily  P lanning S o c ie ty , 1979.

9
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C hapter X. RESEARCH ASSUMPTIONS 

C hief h yp oth eses. C h aracter iza tion  of the population in  qu estion .

Two is s u e s  from  am ong the a im s and scop e  of the r e se a r c h  are

of p r im e  in te re st:  the p lace  o f the child  in  the sy s tem  of va lu es and

re la tio n sh ip s  betw een  the in d ica to rs o f th is  p la ce . T he nature o f  the

in d ica to rs can be b etter  se e n  through a d iv is io n  into su b jective  needs

on the one hand and th o se  conceived  a s d isp o sitio n s to cer ta in  behaviour

on the other. The need in  su b jective  te r m s am ounts to an attitude
13toward the o b je c t  or a situ ation  , w h ich , in  t h i s  particu lar  c a se , is

the "child". The second  type -  the d isp o sitio n a l quality  -  co m es to play
Î4when ind iv idu als behave in  a defin ite  way under definite c ircu m sta n ces .

The notion of the "need” quoted above tak es us to the theoretica l 

fram ew ork  w hich has functional s ig n ifica n ce  h e r e . One o f its  e lem en ts  

i s  stru ctu ra l orien tation  in defining attitudes which a ssu m e s  that: The 

attitude of a cer ta in  m an to a cer ta in  ob ject m eans the en tirety  of 

r e la t iv e ly  perm anent d isp o sitio n s to a s s e s s in g  th is ob ject and h is  em o­

tional r esp o n se  to th is ob ject a s  w e ll a s  r e la t iv e ly  perm anent convictions  

-  which m ay or m ay not accom pany th ese  em otional - a s s e s s in g  d isp o­

s it io n s  -  about the natural and p ro p er tie s  of the object p lus re la tiv e ly

13 S . Nowak, Uw agi o pojęciu  potrzeby [On the notion o f need}  
in ty p e sc r ip t .

irtC f. footnote 1 3 .
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perm anent· d isp o sitio n s to  behaviour rela tin g  to th is abject

The object o f the attitude in th is  r e se a r c h  is  the "child". The  

attitude about the ch ild  i s  the fourth o f  the types d istin g u ish e d  by Stefan . 

N ow sk, It i s  a com plete  attitude, that i s  one in  which a longsid e d efin i­

te d isp o sitio n s to a ffec tiv e  rea c tio n s  to the object Of the attitude there

is  ift m a n 's  psyche a m ore or l e s s  c le a r ly  cut im age o f  ü®  ob jec t a s  
. ... 

w e ll a s  a defin ite  program  of behaviour re la tin g  to i t  .  ϊη other -words

the attitude o f the individual tow ards the "child1 i s  co m p osed  o f  both the

c le a r -c u t  im age of the ch ild  and the defin ite  program  o f behaviour

tow ards it / t o  have or not to have, how m any ch ild ren , how  to bring

them  u p /. The im age and the program  bear s  con sid era b le  em otion a l

load. W ithin the program  of behaviour we a re  e s p e c ia l ly  in te re ste d  in

behaviours and d isp o sitio n s to behaviours or ien ted  tow ards p ro crea tio n .

In th is configuration of com ponents the num ber o f ch ild ren  / to e  

actual num ber/ w ill be an ex tern a l e m p ir ica l ind icator of the attitude  

towards the ch ild  understood stru c tu ra lly .

It may be d ifficu lt so m e tim e s  in  th is, p articu lar  kind o f  attitude  

to be su re  w hether we are  dealing which ex p ecta tion s re la tin g  to toe 
nature o f the ch ild  or with a s s e s sm e n ts  and em o tio n s tr ig e r r e d  off by 

them . I hope how ever that w ith the s e t  o f  v a r ia b le s  and in d ica to rs  

em ployed in this study I w ill be ab le  to avoid  su ch  a r is k  of uncertainty.
T ypes o f V a r ia b les . Any d e c is io n  to subordinate p a rticu la r  v a r ia b le s  

tb one s e t  o f independent v a r ia b le s  or a se t  o f dependent v a r ia b le s  i s  

arb itrary  a lso  in the se n se  that in the co u rse  of a n a ly s is  toe  functions  

of v a r ia b le s  can change. N e v er th e le ss  I would lik e  to t e ll  about toe  

g en era l stru ctu re  o f v a r ia b le s  used  h e r e . The m o st sig n ifica n t and troub­

leso m e procedure i s  the sep aration  of p a rticu la r  in d ica to rs of se le c te d

15S .N ow ak, P o jęc ie  postaw y w teo riach  i stosow anych  badaniach sp o ­
łeczn ych  [T h e  notion of attitude in so c ia l  th eo r ie s  and applied r e se a r c h }  
in: T eo r ie  postaw  [T h e o r ie s  o f  A ttitu d es ]. E dited  by S .îîo w a k , PWŃ, 
1975. W arszaw a.

16 C f. Footnote Î5 .
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com ponents o f  the atfitude tow ards the child: e m o tio n a i-a sse es in g  and 

behaviou ral. T h is i s . not only  a tech n ica l problem  coro lla ry  o f the 

se le c t io n  of in d ica to rs . Ap -Wili be rem em b ered  the a im  o f the r esea rch  

i s  to d eterm ine .the p la ce  o f  the ch ild  against the background of other  

v a lv e·»  B efo re  doing thi* how ever the stru ctu re  o f  the attitude needs  

to be sp ec if ie d  m  to® f ir s t  p la c e . T h is  Structure -which eeem S to  be 

one o f the m ain m ichuaiam »· determ ining th e  p la ce  o f  the ch ild  in the 

configuration  of other v a lu es w ill  be exam ined  in  P a r t One o f this 

rep o rt ./C hapter 1 1 / .  P e ï t T w o  /C h a p ter  XIX and TV/ w ill  answ er the  

cru c ia l qu eetion  Of the study and d eterm ine the p lace  o f the child in 

■the sy stem  o f v a lu e s  d ec la red  by the respond en ts. T he next stage  

w ill  be to s e e  w hether and in W hat'way the findings tif P a rt Two bear  

on toe e a r lie r  defined stru ctu re  the attitude and in  particu lar  on its  

em otional fa c to r . It can  be sa id  th erefore  that a b yp rod u ct o f the 

r e sek rc h  i s  toe  v er ifica tio n  o f the stru ctu re  o f the attitude tow ards the 

ch ild . Thus the a iin s of the study  can  be illu stra ted  a s follow s:

Îttitude teu reres  the child 

E m otional component 

B eh av iou ra l com ponent

P la c e  o f  the child  v is  a vie  

other va lu es

t p r o c r e a tional behaviour

C hief H ypothèses .  T he ch ie f h yp oth eses w ill,  according  to th e ir  

function, sig n p o st the d irec tio n s  o f the a n a ly s is  and the prin c ip le  of 

p resen ta tio n  of the an a ly s is .

1. In the population sam p le  q u estion ed  ind ividual com ponents do not add 

up to a coheren t attitude tow ards the child: high em otion al component 

s c o r e s  do not corresp on d  to equally  high s c o r e s  o f the behavioural 

com ponent. In other w ord s, toe"ch ild" is an object o f var iou s d eg rees  

o f d e s ir e .  ' ■ · . ' ·
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2 . T h ese  d isc r ep a n c ie s  tend to d im in ish  with the r is e  o f so c io -o cc u p a -  

tional position  and are  not a ffected  by the in ten sity  o f r e lig io u s  

b e lie fs .

3 . With the r is e  o f soc io-occup ation al p o sition  the tendency to see

the "c h ild" in  term s of d e s ir e  in c r e a se s  w h ile  the tendency to s e e

it in  te r m s of duty fa lls .

4 . P ro c re a tio n s! behaviour d isp o sitio n s  /p r o cr ea tio n a l a ttitu d es/ do not

vary  with the so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l p osition , r es id en ce  or in ten sity  of

r e lig io u s  b e lie fs .

5 . The 'fchild" o ccu p ies top p o sitio n  in  the h iera rch y  o f p re ferred  

v a lu e s , g o a ls  o f l ife  and m a rria g e .

6 . The so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l p o sitio n  d ifferen tia tes  the p lace  o f the "child" 

am ong g en era l v a lu es, g o a ls  of life  and m a r r ia g e . Its in c r e a se  c o r ­

respond s to the fa lling  p la ce  o f  the "child" in  the h iera rch y  of g en e ­

r a l v a lu es .

7 . High em otional com ponent s c o r e s  of the attitude in  point correspon d  

to:

a /  low acceptan ce of w om ens c a r e e r s ,  

b/ high le v e l o f rigour ism  o f sex u a l life ,  

c /  low acceptan ce o f  fa m ily  planning.

8 . Low behavioural com ponent s c o r e s  corresp on d  to: 

a/  high acceptan ce  o f w o m en 's  c a r e e r s ,

b/ low le v e l  o f r igou r  ism  of sex u a l l if e ,  

c /  high acceptan ce  o f fa m ily  planning.

9 . No fem a le  su b -cu ltu re  fo c u ssed  on the va lu e  of the ch ild  has been  

found.

10 . P ro crea tio n  is  not a ffected  by so c ia l  p o licy  toward the fa m ily .

The h yp otheses lis ted  above do not answ er a l l  q u estio n s . F ir s t  of

a l l  the m ajor com ponent o f the attitude, ie  . the em otion al com ponent,

is  lik ely  to rev ea l som e incoherence in  its  s tru c tu re . Should th is be

the ca se  the l is t  o f  hypotheses to be v er ified  would be broadened and,

by the sam e tcken. m odified .
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C h aracterization  of the pa;·,-.nation n qu estion . T h is rep ort i s  b ased -on  

a p o ll conducted w ith the a ss is ta n c e  of the P ub lic  Opinion P o llin g  Cen­

tr e  at the P o lish  R adio and T e le v is io n . The population under stu d y  is  

a rep resen ta tiv e  sam p le of the adult P o lish  population at the a g es of 

16 and o v er . The respondents w ere  recru ited  through quota sam pling  

in  te rm s of s e x ,  age ana education . T he fa c t o f having ch ildren , the 

type and p la ce  of r e s id en ce  w ere  a lso  taken into account.

Though the contract provided for probab ility  /ra n d o m / sam pling  

i t  proved  im p o ss ib le  due to tech n ica l lim ita tion s at the Opinion P o llin g  

C en tre. Thus the s ta t is t ic a l  v a lu es o f the sam p le had to  suffer; we are  

not en titled  to c la im  that the su b jects constitu te a rep resen ta tiv e  sam ple  

of the P o lish  so c ie ty .

The sa m p le  planned w as 2000 p e r so n s , the actual num ber of p erso n s  

qu estion ed  w a s 1935 w hich s t i l l  g iv e s  a high percentage  /9 6  per c e n t /.  

D etra ctio n s from  the planned fea tu res o f the sam p le  regarding  s e x , age  

and p la ce  of r e s id e n c e , the fa c t of having ch ild ren -a re  m inor and s ta ­

t is t ic a lly  in sig n ifica n t.

A  com parative a n a ly sis  betw een the proportion  o f le v e ls  of education  

in  the sam p le in  q u estion  and in  the g en era l population /data  from  1977/ 

show ed sm a ll but sign ifica n t d ifferen ces  /0 .0 0 1 /  f ir s t  o f a l l  in the s e ­

condary and b a sic  vocation a l gro u p s. The com parison  i s  presen ted  below .

Standard of education Sam ple r ea lize d  G en era l population

1. e lem en ta ry  55% 57%

2. b a s ic  vocation a l 14% 18%

3. secon d ary  /tec h n ic a l
and g en era l/ 25% 21%

4 . h igher 6% 4%
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Chapter Π. THE STRUCTURE OT ATTITUDE TO THE CHILD

E m otional and behavioural com ponents and the way they function.
T he sh are  o f the com ponents to the child in the shaping of procreation al 
behaviour.

Chapter One presen ted  the types o f v a r ia b le s  and an introductory  

sch em e  of th e ir  in te rr e la tio n s . It i s  tim e now for the f ir s t  stage  of 

ch a ra cter iz in g  the contents of the attitude tow ards the ch ild . The fo l­

low ing v a r ia b le s  have been  adopted a s indicating the em otional component:

a /  connotational m eaning of the notion of the child  defined by the em plo-
17

yed technique of sem an tic  d ifferen tia l 

b / the in ten sity  o f  declaration : " is it w orthw hile to have children? " 

c /  the attitude to s in g le  m atern ity .

In the co u rse  of polling the respond en ts defined the "child" in three  

d im en sio n s: va lue, strength , a c t iv e n e ss . F actor a n a ly s is  allow ed to 

distin gu ish  two dim ension s: evaluation  and stren gth . The la tter  has been  

dropped a s n o n -sp ec ific  for the su b ject. The sem an tic  d ifferen tia l m et­

hod se e m s accu rate  for exam ining the attitude tow ards the child as an

17
C f. J . C zapińsk i, D yferencja ł sem antyczn y  [Sem antic  D ifferen tia l]  

in: M ateria ły  p om ocn icze do ćw iczeń  z m etod badania osob ow ości [A n c il­
lary m a ter ia l for c la s s e s  on p erso n a lity  s tu d ie s ] , W ydawnictwo U n iw ersy­
tetu W a rsza w sk ieg o , 1974 /A  p ilot study provided a l is t  o f  ad jectives for  
factor in d ica tors o f the notion of the c h ild /.
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object w hich i s  prone to as many s te re o ty p e s  a s ,  so  it  s e e m s , m enda­

c it ie s .  Seein g  i t s  accu ra cy  I consider th is  ind icator v e ry  p ro m iss in g .

in in troducing  the q u estion  " is  i t  w orthw hile to have a child" I 

w as aware of the d ec la ra tiv e  and su p erfic ia l ch a ra cter  of r e sp o n se s  

obtained. Howevei· it se e m e d  n e c e s sa r y  to include th ese  in  analysing  

the stru ctu re  of the attitude tow ards the child .

To the s e t  o f variab le  illu s tra tin g  the e m o tio n a l-a s se ss in g  com po­

nent 1 added r e sp o n ses  to the qu estion  "How would you ad v ise  a young, 

s in g le  wom an who becam e pregnant? " T h is  w as our arb itra ry  d e c is io n  

but a s a so u rce  of in d irec t in form ation  linking factor in d ica to rs / s e e  

pt. a / w ith opinions /  s e e  pt. b / they are lik e ly  to en r ich  the contents  

of the em otion a l com ponent. I hoped to so lv e  two is s u e s  in  p articu lar:  

w hether the b irth o f a child  is  se e n  in te rm s of duty or  in  te r m s of 

choice; and whether it s  value is  e x p r essed  by the v e r y  fa c t o f  g iv in g  

birth.

The in d ica tors of behaviou ral com ponent se e m  to be l e s s  d isp u tab le . 

The se t  o f v a r ia b le s  depicting th is  d im ension  te lls  about the program  

and d isp osition  to ac tiv ity  in  the sp here o f p ro crea tio n . The program  

em b ra ces acceptan ce  /o r  lack  of a ccep ta n ce / o f b irth  co n tro l /th e  

use of con tra cep tiv es , abortion of unwanted p r e g n a n c ie s /, id ea s about 

the id ea l num ber o f ch ild ren  and planned num ber of ch ild ren . The  

la tter  ap p lies to p erson s pending the p ro crea tio n a l phase o f th e ir  in d i­

vidual life  c y c le . Due to the national ch a racter  of the sam p le  and the 

type of in terv iew ers  I w as unable to a ssem b le  d irec t knowledge on the  

respondents program  regarding birth co n tro l. T h erefo re  I w as confined  

to g a th er in g  an sw ers on how they p e r ce iv e  p articu lar  fo rm s of fam ily  

planning. I think that desp ite  this lim ita tion  th ese  a n sw ers can be 

treated  as e lem en ts of their program .

The e m p ir ica l ind icator of th ese  d isp o sitio n s i s ,  a s  I sa id  in the 

f ir s t  chapter, the actual num ber of ch ild ren .

The e m o tio n a l-a s se s s in g  com ponent. It w as to be expected  that 

the child  would be broadly acknow ledged as a va lu e . Out o f the 1935 

p erso n s 0 .6  per cent sa id  having ch ildren  w as d efin ite ly  not worthw hile.
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1 .3  per cent -  rather not, 31 per cent -  rather y e s ,  61 per cent -  

d efin ite ly  y e s ,  8 .7  per  cent -  hard to d ec id e. T h ese  a n sw ers w ere  

s ig n ifica n tly  d iv ers if ied  /a t  le a s t  0 ,0 5  p ts /  in term s of b a s is  so c io -  

dem ographic v a r ia b les: education , age, so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l group, r e l i ­

g ious b e lie fs , m a ter ia l standard, se x , r e s id e n c e . The sam e cannot be 

sa id  of the v a r ia b le s  defining "the roots"  of the respond en ts, their  

so c ia l  background and r e s id en ce  t i l l  the age of 14 /ta b le s  1 and 2 / .

T h ere  are  how ever cer ta in  p e c u lia r it ie s  in  th is d ifférenciation  

w hich d e se r v e  a compound a n a ly sis  w ith p articu lar attention to those  

who cla im  having ch ild ren  to be defin itely  w orth -w h ile . The proportions  

of th is r e sp o n ses  a re  s im ila r  in  groups w ith incom plete p r im ary  /7 2 .7  

per cen t/ and com plete  high education /7 6 ,5  per c e n t /.  The sam e  

resem b la n ce  o ccu rs  in  the su b jective  defin ition  of m a ter ia l situation  of  

the resp o n d en ts. T h ose  who d e scr ib e  it  a s  bad, hard and those who say  

i t  is  quite good or good d eclare  equally  often  that having ch ildren  is  

w orthw ile / 7 1 .4  per cen t in both g r o u p s /.  It is  to be em phasized that 

p e r so n s in  the p ro crea tiv e  age /3 0 -3 4 / and the o ld e st  su b jects /5 0  and 

o v e r / ,  that is  m ore  prone to the trad ition al sy stem  of va lues /w h ich  

w ill  be d w elled  on at g rea ter  length in  the follow ing chapter/ m ost often  

d ec la re  th e ir  fu ll acceptan ce o f parenthood.

T h ese  a n a lo g ies  h id e, as w ill soon tra n sp ire , v ar iou s m o tiva tion s.

So fa r  the "child" appears to be a com m only accep ted  value, the m ore  

so  a s  w om en constitu ted  the w eak m a jo rity  among those who fu lly  accept  

parenthood -  fem a le  ascendan cy  am ounts to 10 per cent / 7 1 .8  and 

6 1 .8  per c e n t / .  T h ere  w as a lso  a s lig h t ascendancy in th is ca tegory  of 

r esp o n se  of dec lared  b e lie v e rs  and b e lie v e rs  who go to church /6 9 .3  per  

cen t/  ov er  n o n -b e lie v e r s . /5 6 .3  per c e n t /.

In an open qu estion  the respondents ju stified  their d ec la ra tio n s. T able 3 

i llu s tr a te s  sy n th e tica lly  the contents and functioning of the em otional 

com ponent m ea su red  in th is w ay. Situations where individual independent 

v a r ia b le s  d iv e rs ify  the com ponents o f the "declarative"  le v e l of th is  

fa c to r , are  m arked with "X", L e t 's  add that 4 4 .3  per cent o f the r e s ­

pondents gave only one rea so n , 3 8 .4  per cent two and 1 5 .3  per cent th ree.
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T a b le  1 . D eclaration  about the value o f the child, and the age of 

respondents /p e r c e n ta g e / .

N = 1739

- D eclaration

A ge d efin itely  
not w orth ­
w hile to 
have 
ch ildren

rather not 
w orthw hile

rather
w orthw hile

defin ite ly
w orthw ile

1 . 16-19 2 .4 2 .4 5 8 .5 3 6 .6
N=41

2. 20-24 0 .3 1 .8 39. 6 58. 3
N=338

3 . 25-29 0 .5 2 . 1 3 1 .4 6 6 .0
N=191

4 . 30-34 0. 0. 2 8 .6 7 1 .4
N -140

5. 35-39 1 .4 1 .4 2 7 .2 70 .1
N=147

6 . 4 0 -4 4  
N=152 1 .3 0 .7 2 9 .6 6 8 .4

7. 45 -4 9
N=204 0. 2 .5 3 4 .8 62. 7

8 . 50-59  
N=425 0 .9 0 .9 24 . 7 7 3 .9

9 . 6 0 -
over 1 .0 1 .0 22. 8 75 .2
N=101

*  = 55 . 75 p ·<  0, 001
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T a b le  2. D eclaration  about the value o f the child and the education  

of respondents /p e r c e n ta g e /.

N = 1753

D eclaration
Education ; d efin itely  

not w orth ­
w hile to hav< 
ch ildren

rather not 
w orthw hile

rather
worthw hile

d efin itely
worthw hile

1 . Incom plete  
elem en tary  
N=132

0. 0 .8 2 6 .5 72. 7

2 . e lem en tary  
N -782

0 . 6 1 .5 3 3 .4 6 4 .5

3. b a sic  v o ­ 1 .4 0. 36 .1 6 2 .5
cational
N=144

4 . Incom plete  
secondary  
N=89

2 .2 3 .4 3 6 .0 5 8 .4

5. secondary  
vocational 
N=282

0. 0 .7 3 1 .9 6 7 .4

6 -  secondary  
g en era l

1 .4 4 .1 2 4 .8 69. 7

N=145

7. p o s t - s e ­
condary

0. 0. 1 4 .3 8 5 .7

N=49

8. Incom plete  
higher

0. 2 .0 2 6 .5 7 1 .4

—ay

9. h ig h er  
N=81

1 .2 0. 2 2 .2 7 6 .5

jc2 = 4 4 ,0 7  p = 0 .0 0 7
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The average  number of argum entations w as 1 ,7  /C f .  T able 3 / .

The m o st com m on com ponents of this argum entation are: children  

g ive  the se n se  and goal to life; ch ild ren  are a sou rce  o f p o s itiv e  expe­

r ien ces;' they  help their parents in the future; they  unify husband and 

w ife . The com ponents g iven  in  table 3 can be c la ss if ie d  in three ca te ­

g o r ie s  according to d ifferen ces  o f s tr e s s :  stim ulating m otivation , prag­

m atic  m otivation  and e x is ten tia l m otivation . The f ir s t  one would cover: 

the "child  a s a so u rce  o f p o s it iv e  experien ce"  and the child a s a d ev e­

lopm ent factor  for parents; the second  -  "the child  as a goa l o f life" , 

a g o a l o f m a rr ia g e , a factor cem enting the sp o u ses , a sou rce  of en ter ­

tainm ent and so u rce  of h e lp . The th ird , e x is ten tia l category -  the child  

as continuation of the ind ividual, and a s continuation of the nation. The 

developm ent of th is lin e  of inquiry req u ires  further s ta t is t ic a l a n a lyses  

w hich are  beyond the tim e-sch ed u le  of our study.

Thus the l i s t  o f assu m p tion s which hold having ch ild ren  worthwhile  

is  quite r ic h . N o-on e of them  predom inates over the o th ers . T hose  

w hich are  m o st com m on are  not d iv ers if ied  in the P o lish  population  

base in q u estion . T h is  could m ean that th is population is  not subject 

to m o tiv a t io n s  which ac t a s  binding cannons. The la tter  app lies just 

a s  w e ll to ind ividual fa c to rs and to the se le c te d  c a te g o r ie s . It m ay a lso  

denote a n o n -re f lec t iv e  ch aracter  of th ese  e x p e r ien ce s , fa c ts  and feelin gs  

w h ose nature is  u n iv ersa l. The further cou rse  of th is rep ort w ill bring 

m ore m a ter ia l on th is q u estion .

Com ing back to the ju stifica tio n s  which are d ifferentiated  by individual 

independent v a r ia b les: ’help  to parents'" c o v ers  a ll defin itions describ in g  

a sy m m e tr ic a l re la tio n s  w ith parents and inclu des 'h e lp  in  the old  a g e ’ , 

'h e lp  on the fa rm ’ e tc .  G en era lly  speaking the popularity o f  th is rather  

u tilita r ia n  attitude tends to d e c re a se  with the r is e  of so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l 

p o sitio n  and education from  5 4 ,7  per cen t in the group with incom plete  

e lem en tary  education to 2 1 .2  per cent am ong th ose  with higher educa­

tion . T he trend is  s im ila r  in so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l groups w here th is view  

i s  shared by 3 6 ,7  p er  cent of fa rm ers and 2 0 .8  per cent o f w hite- 

co lla r  w ork ers with higher education . C onsequently, rura l background
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in c r e a se s  the chance for the u tilita r ia n  m otivation . ’ Help to p a ren ts’ 

w as nam ed by 3 2 .3  per  cent o f p e r so n s from  farm in g  fa m ilie s  and

1 8 .7  p er  cen t o f  th ose  from  w h ite -co lla r  fa m ilie s .  The in fluence  o f the

needs o f private  fa rm ers  i s  c le a r ly  at w ork h e r e .

D irec tio n s o f the in fluence o f age are l e s s  ob viou s. T h ere  i s  no

regu lar  in c re a se  with age o f the num ber of respondents for  whom  

future help from  ch ild ren  i s  an im portant r e a so n  for having them . T he

p o p u lar ity  o f th is v iew  in the 50 age group i s  understandable and

se lf-e v id e n t . Much low er p ercen ta g es are found in the 20 -3 4  and 4 5 -4 9

age b rackets which m ight ind ica te  that the 4 5 -4 9  a g e  o ld s a re  t ire d  of 
18

acting a s  such h e lp e rs  .- T h is  how ever i s  an unjustified  g u e s s .

/T a b le  4 / .

C hildren a re  r e fe rr ed  to the in stitu tion  of m arriage  e ith er  a s its

d irec t g o a l o r  a s  a factor cem enting it s  unity / ’ a factor cem enting  

the sp o u se s ’ / .  T h is view  app ears m o st com m only in the 20 -4 9  age  

bracket / th e  average; 28 p er  cen t/ and its  freq uency  g ro w s w ith the r is i 

of education from  1 6 .4  per cent am ong those w ith e lem en ta ry  education  

to 2 7 .5  per  cen t in  the groups w ith h igh er education . The top /3 3 .8  

per cen t/ p ercentage w as ach ieved  in  the group with g en era l seco n d a ry  

education w here w om en predom inate . It i s  in terestin g  to  s e e  that the 

in tensity  o f r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  i s  not an e x p lic it  c o rr e la tiv e  of the way  

of see in g  the child  a s in tegrating its  p a ren ts . T h is  argum ent w as used  

by 2 4 .7  per cent of n o n -b e lie v er s , 21.5 per cent of b e lie v e r s  going  

to church; it  w a s m o st popular am ong b e lie v e r s  who do not go  tu churcł 

/ 2 8 .8  p er  c e n t /.  T h e se  r e s u lts  d e tra ct a s  i t  w ere  from  th ose  fragm ents  

of the ca th o lic  ideo logy  which d ea l with the life  o f the fa m ily . And, as  

w ill be se e n  in  the further pages o f th is rep o rt, they a re  not e x ce p tio ­

nal.

The conviction  that having ch ildren  is  conducive to the developm ent  

of the ind ividual, enrich ing  him  through an irrep ea ta b le  g a lo re  of em otii

18 D. M arkowska. P r o c e s y  dem ograficzn e  a cykl życia  rodziny [D en  
graphic p r o c e s s e s  and fa m ily  life  c y c le j ,  ty p escr ip t prepared for the 
F a m ily  C ouncil at the C ouncil of M in is ter s .

28
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Table 4 . The argum ent that hating  children Is w orthw ile on acount 

of help they can g ive th e ir  parents and the age of 

respondents /p e r c e n ta g e /.

N = 1685

29

Age rgum ent
given

rgum ent 
not given

1 . 16-19 2 8 ,2 7 1 .8

2. 20-24 20 .1 7 9 .9

3. 25-29 2 0 .9 79.1

4 . 30-34 23 . 7 7 6 ,3

5. 35-39 2 7 ,5 7 2 ,5

6. 40 -4 4 2 8 .6 7 1 .4

7. 45-49 2 3 ,7 7 6 .3

8. 50-59 3 5 .9 6 4 .1

S. 60 -
over 4 1 ,8 5 8 ,2

X 2 = 4 0 .1 0 p <  0 .001

rcin.org.pl



30

and ex p erien ces is  not popular. Only 7 .6  per cen t o f the population

c o n s id e r  this to be t r u e ,  am ong them  1 5 .4  per cent a t the  age  of 16 -1 9 ,

1 0 .8  per cen t in  the  30-34 and 1 per cent in the  60 and o v e r  age  b r a c k e t .

I t  i s  m uch m ore fre q u e n t am ong n o n -b e liev ers  / 1 7 .8  n o n -b e lie v e r s ,  9 .2

per cent b e lie v e r s  who do not go to c h u rch , 3 .5  p e r  cen t b e l ie v e r s  who

go to c h u r c h /. T h is  se e m s  to be a s u r p r i s e  r e s u l t  s in c e  a c c o rd in g  to

the binding ca th o lic  ideo logy  the"child ’ is  s u b s ta n t ia l  e le m e n t on the

road tow ards fu ll hum anity. Instead it  a p p e a rs  h e r e  to be a c o r re la t iv e
19

o f the ach ieved  le v e l of ind ividual education . / t h is  argum ent is  g iven  

by 5 .5  per cent of the population w ith incom plete  e lem en ta ry  and 20 per 

cent w ith higher education / as w e ll a s  of the so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l p o s i­

tion of resp o n d en ts’ fa th ers /p ro p o rtio n s betw een p erso n s with farm ing  

background and those w ith w h ite-co llar  background with high er education  

are  id en tica l with the co rre la tio n  in te rm s of ed u ca tio n /.

The e x is ten tia l view  on having ch ild ren  e x p r e s se s  hopes for the 

continuation of the ind ividual. It is  a lso  a c o rr e la tiv e  o f a r e la t iv e ly  

higher standard o f education . P er so n s  with higher education u se  th is  

argum ent three t im es  m ore  often  that those with e lem en ta ry  education . 

T h is view  is  e sp e c ia lly  popular am ong m a le s . W om en m ore  often  tend 

to s t r e s s  the value of the ch ild  a s  a so u rce  of p o s itiv e  fee lin g s  and an 

autonom ous value.

Sum m ing up th is part o f m y findings I would lik e  to  point out three  

is su e s :  lack  of dom inance of individual m otives or en tire  stru c tu res  of 

m otives which would encourage the respond en ts to having children; the 

d irection  of in terdependence o b served  betw een the pragm atic type of 

ju stifica tio n  of the value of the ch ild  and s o c ia l  v a r ia b le s  which a llow s  

to exp ect a fa ll  in the popularity  of th ese  ju stif ica tio n s  c o ro lla ry  o f the 

intended r is e  of the standard of education of the so c ie ty ; f in a lly , the 

thing that a lso  l ie s  up with the planned r is e  of national education  s ta n ­

dards, nam ely a chance of d issem in a tio n  of the stim ulating  m otivation . 

L e t 's  add that this chance is  in c re a se d  by the lim ited  influence in this

See appendix, table 4 .19
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sp h ere  of the in te n s ity  o f  r e lig io u s  b e lie f .

T h is  m ay  lea d  to a h y p o th esis  that the P o lish  so c iet"  i s  now b e g i­

nning to c r y s ta l l iz e  new, m o re  m odern  m o tiv a tio n s fo r  having ch ild ren . 

B y  ' contem p orary' I m ean o n es b ased  on ind ividual r e f le c t io n  w hich

e v o lv e s  from  the a w a r en ess  that p ro crea tio n  and parenthood are two 
20

d ifferen t m a tter s  . W hether th is  p r o c e s s  o f c r y s ta lliza t io n  can gain  

anything from  v a r io u s id e a s  about l ife  w il l  be shown in Chapter T h r e e .

A s for  the v a r ia b le  defin ing how w orthw hile  i t  i s  to have ch ild ren  I 

su g g e s te d  that i t s  r e s u lt s  in d ica te  c h ie fly  the op eration  of norm s s p e c i­

fy ing  how such  a q u estio n  ought to be a n sw ered . T h is , h ow ever, se e m s  

not to be the c a s e .  It appeared  that there are  c o r r e la t iv e s  o f r e sp o n se s  

to th is  q u estio n  w hich p rovide ev id en ce  that they  can e x p r e s s  e m o tio n s  

and b e lie f s  stro n g  enough for provoking d efin ite  behav iou r. I te sted  a 

group of p aren ts to s e e  w hether am ong the resp on d en ts fo r  whom  c h il­

dren  a re  to v a r io u s  ex ten ts  an ob jec t o f d e s ir e  ch ild ren  a r e  born in 

d ifferen t m o m en ts o f m a r r ia g e . I found that it  w as so  in  the c a se  of 

the f i r s t  and seco n d  c h ild . T h o se  who c la im ed  that having ch ildren  

i s  ra th er  not w orthw hile had ch ild ren  la ter  than o th e r s .

T a b le  5 . The m om ent of b irth  of the ch ild  and the d ec la ra tio n  about 
i t s  value

Is it  w orthw hile  to have A v era g e  t im e  o f m a rria g e
the ch ild : %

N=178 F ir s t  child Second child

1. d e fin ite ly  not 0 ,6 4 ,2 -6 ,2

2 . ra th er  not 1 ,3 4 ,3 6 ,4

3 . r a th er  y e s 2 8 ,2 4 ,1 5 ,0

4 . d e f in ite ly  y e s 61, 0 3 ,8 3 ,7

5 , hard  to  dec id e 8 ,8 4 ,3 5 ,4

F =5, 07 
P  <£ 0, 001

F = 14 , 49  
P  ^  D 001

D . M arkow ska, R o d z ic ie ls tw o  jako w a r to ść  [P a ren th o o d  a 
v a lu ej in: P ro b le m y  R od zin y  [F a m ily  P ro b le m sJ  1976, No 1 /8 7 .
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A sid e  fro m  th is , the lo n g er  the m a r r ia g e  -  w h ich  in c r e a s e s  the  

opportunity fo r  su m m in g s up and a s s e s s m e n ts  -  the stro n g er  the con ­

v ic tio n  that having ch ild ren  i s  not w orth w h ile . Though not v e ry  popular  

th is  phenom enon d e se r v e s  a n o te . T he a v era g e  len gth  of m a rr ia g e  o f  

p e r so n s  who c la im  having c h ild ren  is  d e f in i t e ly  not w orthw hile is  26 

y e a r s ,  It i s  18 for  th o se  who sa y  i t  i s  d e fin ite ly  w orth w h ile .

I a lso  have ev id en ce  that the d ec la ra tio n  ’ d e fin ite ly  w o rth w h ile ’ 

i s  not a s in g le  rep resen ta tio n  of a d efin ite  s e t  of n o r m s. T ab le  6 sh ow s

c le a r ly  that it  g o e s  w ith a low er to ler a n c e  o f p r e m a r ita l se x u a l l ife  and
21

w eak in d ica to rs  o f to lera n ce  o f abortion  . In o th e r -w o r d s , fo r  the b est  

p art o f  the sa m p le  /6 1  p er  c en t/ the p r e se n ted  / o r ,  should  I say: bind­

ing? /  code o f n o rm s reg u la tin g  se x u a l l ife  and the sp h ere  o f p ro crea tio n  

i s  b ased  on the p r in c ip le s  c lo s e  to the c a th o lic  r e l ig io n . In the further  

c o u r se  of th is  rep o r t I w il l  tr y  to sh ow  how fa r  th is  code in te r fe r e s  w ith  

a c tu a l behaviour and to w hat ex ten t it  i s  a c tu a lly  approved .

T ab le  6 . N o rm s reg u la tin g  se x u a l l ife  and d ec la ra tio n  about the va lue  
o f the ch ild

- N=1673 N =1222

Is having ch ild ren Indicator of In d icator
w orthw hile : to ler a n c e  of o f to ler a n c e

p r e m a r ita l o f abortion
se x u a l life  
m ax = 6

m ax = 8

1. d e fin ite ly  not 4 , 2 6 , 2

2 . ra th er  not 4 ,3 6 ,4
3 . ra th er  y es 4 ,1 5 ,0

4 . d e fin ite ly  y e s 3 ,8 3 ,7
5 .  hard to dec id e 4, 3 5 ,4

F = 5 , 07 F = 1 4 ,49
P  <  0 ,0 0 1 P  ■£- 0, 001

21 T he in d ica to r  o f  se x u a l to le r a n c e  i s  a su m  to ta l of s c o r e s  on  
q u estio n  24 of the in te rv iew . The in d ica tor  o f abortion  to lera n ce  w as  
b ased  on  q u estio n s  22 and 23 o f the in te rv iew . A s c a le  w a s drawn up 
w ith  bottom  le v e l  "0” co m p o sed  of r e p lie s  " n ev er” and top le v e l  "p” 
co m p osed  of r e p lie s  "a lw ays" . The m idd le  w a s f i lle d  by f ig .  1 -7  i l lu s t r a ­
ting situ a tio n s in  w hich abortion  w a s sa id  to be a d m is s ib le .
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In the in troduction  to th is  chapter 1 m entioned the sem a n tic  d ifferen ­

t ia l  technique used  in  the in terv iew  which i s  the backbone of th is  r ep o rt.  

H ere I want to  add that I am  applying a stan dard ized  factor  ind icator  

w h ose  m ean  figu re  i s  "O" and standard  dev ia tion  " 1 " , T h is  indicator

sh ow s th e  d eg ree  to  w h ich  the ch ild  i s  p e r ce iv e d  a s a value -  the so u rce
22

o f p o s it iv e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and em otion s , T he point o f departure for th is

in d ica to r  w e r e  r e s p o n s e s  to  q u estio n  7 ir. the appended in terv iew  and their

fa c to r  a n a ly s is . T o obtain the stan d ard ized  factor  ind icator I u sed  the ·

ind icator  of va lue  w h ose stru c tu re  a fter  ro ta tio n  i s  a s  fo llo w s /th e  le v e l

of fa c to r  load  in  b r a c k e ts / :

u n in terstin g  -  in te re stin g : 0 ,5 7

w arm  -  cold: 0 .6 8

p re tty  -  ugly: 0 .6 3

n e c e s s a r y  -  u n n e ce ssa ry : 0 ,6 7

c le v e r  » du ll: 0 .6 3

bad -  good: 0 .5 7

T h is  ind icator  being v ir tu a lly  d ifferen t from  the d ec la ra tio n s d is c u s ­

se d  above and at the sa m e  t im e , lik e  th e se  d e c la r a tio n s , an e lem en t of 

the em otional com ponent I sh o ll  s ta r t i t s  p resen ta tio n  from  a confronta­

tion: L e t’ s  s e e  i f  d ifferen t d ec la ra tio n s  about the value of the ch ild  c o r ­
resp on d  to  eq u a lly  d iv e r s if ie d  le v e ls  o f fa c to r  in d ica to r  of the value  

attributed  to the child .

—  22 T he author o f the sem a n tic  d iffe re n tia l technique and o f stan d ar­
d ized  in d ica tor  is  M irosław  C zark ow sk i from  the S o c ia l P ro b le m s of 
H ealth U nit at the P o lish  A ca d em y  o f S c ie n c e s ’ Institu te o f  P h ilosop h y  
and S o c io lo g y  /I F iS ,  P A N /, M ir o s ła w  C zark ow sk i w as the m ain consu l­
tant in the prep a ra tio n  o f  stan d ard ized  fa c to r  in d ica to rs of the notion  
of the ch ild .
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T ab le  7 .  D ec la ra tio n s  about the va lu e  o f the ch ild  and fa c to r  indi.ca ter  

of th is va lue

is  having ch ild ren  
w orthw hile :

M ean va lue  of 
standard ind icator  
o f the va lu e  of 
the child; m ean  
va lu e  » O

Standard
d ev ia tio n

m ean  
value » 1

1 .  d e fin ite ly  not -  1 ,8 7 1 ,6 6

2 . ra th er  not -  1 ,3 4 1 ,5 7

3 . ra th er  y e s -  0 ,2 0 0 ,9 9

4 . d e fin ite ly  y e s 0 , 20 0 ,8 3

5 . hard to  sa y -  0 ,4 3 1 ,1 5

F  « 5 2 ,6 2

p C  0 , 001

In ta b le  7 two th ings d e se r v e  s p e c ia l  a tten tion . The f ir s t  -  s o m e ­

w h a t su rp r is in g , the seco n d  -  confirm ing  m y in it ia l  su p p o sitio n . W hat 

s u r p r ise s  i s  the fa c t that c a teg o r iz a tio n  o f r e s p o n s e s  to the q u estio n  

about having ch ild ren  a llo w s to  ex p la in  part o f the d ifferen tia tio n  of 

the ind icator in  po in t. At the sa m e  tim e  th is  in d ica to r  dw indles in  groups  

d ec la r in g  that having ch ild ren  is  d e fin ite ly  w o rth w h ile . Could it  be that 

th e se  d ec la ra tio n s  are  m o tiv a tio n -le s s?  I have a lso  found ev id en ce  for  

m y sp ecu la tio n  that the r e sp o n se  'r a th e r  w orthw hile’ is  a co m p r o m ise  

b etw een  the actu a l co n v ictio n  /r a th e r  n o t/ and the co u rage  need ed  to 

v o ice  th is  v iew  open ly .

R eferrin g  to  d ec la ra tio n s  w ithout any m o tiv a tio n a l backgroun d  I 

p rov id e  th ree  ta b le s  / t a b . 8 ,9 ,1 0 /  co n tra stin g  tw o w a y s o f d escr ib in g  

the em o tio n a l com ponent o f attitude to the c h ild . In tab le  8 w h ich  u s e s  

th e  age v a r ia b le  th is  confrontation  sh o w s c le a r ly  that the r e sp o n se  

'd e f in ite ly  w orth w h ile’ b r in g s us c lo s e r  to  the p lane of o b lig a tio n s  

w h erea s in d ica to rs b a sed  on the sem a n tic  d iffe r e n tia l ra th e r  tend  to  be
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a sso cia ted  with inform ation about respond en ts' d e s ir e s  or actually  fe lt  

n eed s. The standard factor ind icator is  the h igh est in  the 25-29  age  

bracket /p r o cr ea tio n a l phase o f l i f e /  and the lo w est in the youngest 

and the o ld est part of the sa m p le . In th is ligh t the data on the left 

becom e m uch le s s  convincing /7 5 .2  per cent in the 60-and o v e r a g e  

bracket w ith an ind icator Oj -  0 .1 8 / .

Looking at the factor ind icator we are stru ck  by lack of the p o ss ib i­

lity  of explain ing at le a s t  part of its  v a r ia tio n s with the help of catego­

r ie s  of such v a r ia b le s  a s education, age, or in ten sity  o f r e lig io u s  be­

l ie f s .  A  m ea su re  of d ifference  can be record ed  how ever. F or instance  

in  groups with m ore  than incom plete  secondary  education the incidence  

of p erce iv in g  the ch ild  as a va lue i s  above the a v era g e . The absence  

of sy s tem a tic  in terd ep en dences with age can be explained on the b a sis  

of com m on know ledge. E ven  negative  va lues of the ind icator in groups 

of 3 5 -3 4 -y ea r  o lds can be ju stified  by a cer ta in  fa tig u e  fe lt  by th is 

p articu lar age groups w ith their parenta l d u ties .

T able 10 illu s tr a te s  the m ost in terestin g  situation . It turns out 

that c a te g o r ie s  varying in  form s of in tensity  o f r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  and 

s ig n ifica n tly  so  in term s of pop u lar ity  of the dec laration  that having  

c h ild r e n  is  d e fin ite ly  w orth -w hile  d iffer  only slig h tly  in te r m s of in te n si­

ty  of p erce iv in g  the ch ild  as a va lu e . W hat’ s m ore the ind icator of this 

type of p ercep tion  r ea c h e s  id en tica l le v e ls  in  the group of b e lie v e rs  who 

do not go  to  church a s  in  the group of b e lie v e r s  who go to  church. In 

other w ords n o n -b e liev ers  and b e lie v e r s  who go  to the ca th o lic  church  

do not vary  sig n ifica n tly  in te rm s of em otion s and a ss e s sm e n ts  a sso c ia ­

ted with the ch ild . Since com m on and sy s tem a tic  knowledge holds these  

groups to be d ifferent th is  re su lt  should be p a rticu lar ly  w e ll noted with 

a view  to further in terp reta tion s of the data gathered .

The re la tiv e  hom ogeneity  o f the groups w hose re lig io u s  b e lie fs  differ  

continues in the th r e e -v a r ia b le s  a n a ly sis  / s e e  table 1 1 / which a lso  inclu ­

des education. Education how ever p lays no sign ifican t ro le  even in groups 

rep resen tin g  s im ila r  in ten sity  of re lig io u s  b e lie fs , s in ce  the data from

rcin.org.pl



36

T a b le  8. E lem en ts o f the em otional com ponent of attitude to  

the ch ild  and respond en ts' a ge .

N = 1739

P ercen ta g e  of 
respondents who 
cla im  having 
ch ild ren  to be 
d efin ite ly  w orth ­
w h ile  :

Age group
F a cto r  ind icator of child  

value

m ean standard
d eviation

3 6 .6 16-19 - 0 .2 2 1 .0

5 8 .3 2 0 -2 4 -  0 .0 4 1 .0

6 6 .0 25-29 0.11 0. 9

7 1 .4 30-34 0 .0 8 1 .0

70.1 35-39 - 0 .0 4 1 .0

6 8 .4 40-44 - 0 .0 2 0 .9

6 2 .7 4 5 -4 9 0 .0 6 1 .0

7 3 .4 50 -5 9 0 .01 0 .9

75 .2 60 - 
over

- 0 . 1 8

11111111

2
jc = 55 . 75 F  = 1 .5 3

p < 0 .0 0 1 p = 0 .1 4
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T ab te  9 . É lém en ts  

Child and

o f the em o tio n a l com ponent o f a ttitude to  the  

education  of resp o n d en ts .

N  * 1753

P er ce n ta g e  of, 
resp o n d en ts who  
c la im  having  
ch ild ren  i s  d e ­
f in ite ly  w o rth ­
w h ile

L e v e ls  of 
education

F a cto r  Indicator o f child  
value

standard
deviation

7 2 .7  :

6 4 .5

6 2 .5

5 8 .4

6 7 .4  

6 9 , 7

8 5 .7

7 1 .4

7 6 .5

in co m p lete
e lem en ta ry

e lem en ta ry

b a s ic
v o cation a l

in co m p lete
seco n d a ry

seco n d a ry
vo ca tio n a l

seco n d a ry
g en era l

p o s t -
seco n d a ry

Incom plete
h igh er

high er

.  0 .0 2

-  0 .0 4

- 0 .0 4

- 0 .0 0  

0 .1 5  

0.10

0 .0 2  

0 .0 5

0 .1 0

0 . 8

1 . 0

0 .9

0 .9

0 .8  

1 .1

0 .9

0 .9

0 .9

jc2 = 4 4 .0 7

p = 0 .0 0 7

F  = 1 .4 7

p = 0 .1 6
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T ab le  10. E lem en ts  o f  the em otion a l com ponent of attitude to the 

ch ild  and In ten sity  o f r e lig io u s  b e l ie f s .

p e r c e n ta g e  of 
respond en ts  
who c la im  
having  
ch ild ren  is  
w orthw hile

In ten sity  of 
re lig io u s  
b e lie fs  
N = 767

F a c to r  Indicator of child  
v a lu e

m ean st andard  
devia tion

5 6 .3 non -b e lie v e r - 0 .0 7 1 .5

6 1 .8 b e lie v e r  who 
d o e s  not go  
to  church

0 .0 2 0 .9

6 9 .3 b e lie v e r  who 
g o e s  to  
church

0 .0 2 0. 9

2
jc  = 2 6 .0 1

p 0 .0 0 1

F  = 0 .4 0  

p = 0 .6 7
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T a b le  11 . E ducation , In tensity  o f  r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  and stan dardized  

factor  Indicator o f ch ild  va lue

N = 1753

In ten sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs

E ducation  ; n o n -b e lie v er b e lie v e r  not 
going to  church

b e liev er  
going to  church

1 . Incom plete
e lem en ta ry - -  0 , 35 0 .0 3

2 . e lem en ta ry - 0 .0 6 - 0 .0 9 - 0 .0 2

3. b a s ic  v o ­
cation a l - 0 .0 8 - .0 .0 0

4 . Incom plete
seco n d a ry -  0 .5 6 - 0 .0 6 - 0 .0 7

5 . seco n d a ry  
v o ca tio n a l 0 .3 0 0 .2 9 0 .0 6

6 . seco n d a ry  
g en era l 0 .0 2 - 0 .0 5 0 .1 9

7. p o s t - s e ­
condary 0 .4 0 -  0 .0 2 -  Ó.06

8 . In com p lete
high er -  0 .1 1 0 .0 5 0 .1 6

9. h igh er - 0 .61 0 .1 5 0 .2 6

M ean va lu es  
o f sta n d a rd ­
iz e d  In d i­ -  0 .0 7 0 .0 2 0 .0 2
ca to r  of 

ch ild  va lue
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tab le 12 show only  the group o f b e l ie v e r s  go ing  to church .

So far no c le a r  c o r r e la t iv e s  of the va lu e  o f the ch ild  m ea su red  by  

the t e s t  of a ttitu d es se m a n tic  d ifferen tia l have been  found. T he im pact 

w a s exp ected  to be e sp e c ia l ly  s tro n g  in c a se  o f  r e lig io u s  b e lie f s  and

education.

T a b le  12 . E du cation  and em o tio n a l com ponents o f a ttitude to the ch ild *
N=1753

M ean s ta n - ' Is having c h ild ren  w orthw hile
d ard ized  v a ­
lu e s  o f fa ­
ctor  in d ica ­
to r  o f ch ild  
value

E d u cation  : d e fin i­
te ly
not

ra th er
not

rather
y e s

d e fin ite ­
ly  y e s

1. incom plete  
e lem en ta ry

-0 .0 2 - - - 0 ,3 8 0 ,21

2 . e lem en ta ry - 0 .  04 -1 .0 3 - 1 .2 6 - 0 ,3 3 0 ,1 7

3 . b a s ic  v o c a ­
tion a l -0 ,  04 -0 ,9 1 . - - 0 ,0 6 0 ,1 5

4 . incom plete  
seco n d a ry -0 ,  00 -1 ,9 1 - - 0 ,3 2 0 ,2 6

5 . seco n d a ry  
v o cation a l 0 ,1 5 - - - 0 ,2 6 0 ,2 5

6 . seco n d a ry  
g en era l 0, 10 - -1 .9 1 0 ,1 8 0 ,4 7

7 . p o st­
se c o n d a r y -0 ,0 2 - - - 0 ,5 9 0 ,0 7

8 . in co m p lete  
higher 0, 05 - -0 ,7 7 0 ,0 5 0 ,1 7

9 . h igh er 0 ,1 0 - - -0 ,0 1 0 ,3 1

*Individual c a te g o r ie s  show  m ea n  va lue of fa c to r  in d ica tor  

of ch ild  va lu e .
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In th is  situ ation  the in form ation  on in terd ep en dence o f the in d ica to rs of

the b eh av iou ra l com ponent of attitude to  the ch ild  w ith the ind icator  of

the em o tio n a l com ponent w il l  now be p r o c e s se d .

T a b le  13 . A ttitude to con tracep tion  and the va lue of the ch ild .

Is contraception  

r ig h t :

%
N = 1787

Standardized  
fa c to r  ind icator  
of the va lue  of 
the ch ild , m ean

Standard
deviation

1. w rong 1 1 ,2 0 ,0 3 1 ,0
2 . r ig h t 5 9 , 5 0 .0 5 0 ,9

3 . hard to s a y 2 9 ,3 - 0 ,0 6 1 ,0

100 F  = 2 .6  
P  = 0 ,0 7

T a b le  14 . A ttitude to  abortion ind the v a lu e  o f the ch ild .

Is abortion  

a d m iss ib le  :

%

N  = 178 1

Standardized  
fa c to r  in d i­
ca to r  of the  
va lu e  of the 

ch ild  
m ean

Standard
deviation

1. d e fin ite ly  
not 2 1 ,0 - 0 ,  02 0 ,9

2 . y e s ,  but on ly  
in c er ta in  
c ir c u m sta n c e s 4 4 ,5 0 ,1 6 -0,8

3 . y e s ,  a lw ays  
when pregnan­
cy  i s  unwan­
ted 2 3 ,5 - 0 ,1 1 1 ,1

4 . hard to  sa y 1 1 ,0 - 0 ,1 9 1 ,2

100 F  = 1 1 ,1 3  
P  <  0 ,0 0 1
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A ccord in g  to  e a r lie r  find in gs the attitude to  p reven tion  a g a in st 

unintended pregnancy  /a tt itu d e  to  co n tra cep tio n / and to  abortion  a re  

trea ted  a s e le m en ts  o f the behaviou ral com ponent of attitude to the 

ch ild . T a b le s  13 and 14 show  that the app roval of b irth  co n tro l i s  not 

a ccom p anied  by a  fa ll in  p o s it iv e  em o tio n s a s s o c ia te d  w ith the ch ild .

On the co n tra ry , the resp on d en ts approve of co n tra cep tio n  and d e c la r e  

stro n g er  p o s it iv e  em o tio n a l t ie s  w ith  the "child" than th o se  who c la im  

that con tracep tion  i s  w rong. T he d is p a r it ie s ,  though sm a ll  and in s ig n if i­

cant, a llow  -  juxtap osed  w ith the data fro m  T ab le  14 show ing that the 

h ig h est "value" of the ch ild  is  held  by the resp o n d en ts c la im in g  ab o r­

t io n  to be a d m iss ib le  in  c er ta in  c ir cu m sta n ce s  - to draw an o p tim istic  

th e s is :  about 60 per cen t o f our so c ie ty  p e r c e iv e s  the " ch ild "  a s  a va lu e  

w hich  sh ou ld  be r e a liz e d  in  a co n tro lled , co n sid era te  w ay, w ith  on a llo ­

w an ce  for e x cep tio n s , and i t  i s  in  th is  group that em o tio n s  and a s s e s ­

sm en ts  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the ch ild  a r e  h igh er  than in the r e s t  o f the popu­

la tion . I think that it  i s  not s o  m uch the fa c t that over  one half o f the  

so c ie ty  app roves o f the fa m ily  planning that is  im portant a s  rather the  

situ a tio n  w h ere  su ch  an attitude i s  accom p anied  by p o s it iv e  em o tio n s and 

co n v ictio n s a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the ch ild .

One m ay  w onder w hy the v iew  that abortion  sh ou ld  be a lw a y s a d m i­

s s ib le  in  c a se  o f unwanted p regnancy  i s  a ccom p an ied  by n eg a tiv e  fa c to r  

in d ica to rs w h erea s  the v iew  "on ly  in  c er ta in  c ir cu m sta n ce s"  g iv e s  p o s i­

tiv e  in d ic a to rs . It s e e m s  that so m e  explanation  m ay  be sought in  the  

d is tr ib u tio n  of a c c e n ts  in  both s ta te m e n ts . It m ay be that the seco n d  one 

se e m e d  to  m any su b jec ts  in ju d iciou s or ir r e s p o n s ib le  b eca u se  o f th e  w ord  

’ a lw a y s’ . A s a  m atter  o f fa c t  th ese  tw o s ta te m en ts  m ean the sa m e  in  the  

op era tio n a l s e n s e .

T he ind iv idu a ls who found it  d ifficu lt to  g iv e  an e x p lic it  a n sw er  r e ­

q u ire  a  sep a ra te  a n a ly s is , the m ore  s o  a s  the m a ter ia l g a th ered  r e v e a ls  

other a lso  v e r y  high p ercen ta g es  of e v a s iv e  a n sw e rs  on m a tter s  re la tin g  

to  se x u a l l if e .

T he attitude to m aterhood  of s in g le  w om en is  the th ird  e le m en t of the  

em o tio n a l com ponent of a ttitude to  the ch ild . I have g iv en  r ea so n s  for the
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ch o ice  o i th is ind icator  in  me e a r lie r  se c tio n  ot th is  rep o rt. Its p r e se n ­

tation  can a lso  perform  an add ition al function of bringing c lo se r  the co n ­

ten ts of r e la t iv e ly  low or high r e s u lt s  of in d ica to rs d escr ib in g  the value  

of the ch ild . A s w il l  be r em em b ered  th is  in d ica tor  w as obtained on the  

b a s is  of the in ten sity  of ind ividual d efin ition s connected  w ith the notion  

of the va lu e . Its l e v e l  does not say  m uch about how far the ch ild  is  

p e r ce iv e d  as an abso lu te  va lue r e a liz e d  r e g a r d le s s  o f c ir cu m sta n ce s  and 

how far th is  value i s  on ly  an object of d e s ir e  w hich su g g e s ts  cer ta in  r e ­

la t iv ity  of b eh a v io u rs. T h is  type of argum ent has a lrea d y  been partly  d is ­

c u sse d  in the co u r se  of exam in ing c o rr e la t io n s  betw een th is ind icator and 

the v a r ia b le s  d escr ib in g  the attitude to co n tro lled  parenthood.

In the c a se  of the child  our cu lture has a c le a r -c u t  ind icator  of w h et­

her it  i s  an abso lu te  or d e s ir a b le  v a lu e . T h is  m ea n s sim p ly  the' range of 

c ir cu m sta n ce s  in  w hich the ch ild  can be born or  not /T a b le  1 5 / .

T h e r e fo r e  i t  can  be sa id  drawing on the r e s u lt s  of T ab le  15 that for  

about 50 per cent of our so c ie ty  the ch ild  fun ctions unanim ously  in te rm s  

of ob liga tion  / I  am  not r e fe r r in g  h e r e  to the a d v ocates o f g iv in g  b irth  

to ch ild ren  on ly  to  p a ss  them  on to  adoptive parents; th ey  r ep re se n t r a d ica l  

su p p o rters o f the c a th o lic  d o g m a s /. M oreover  i t  i s  th is 50 per cent of 

the population e x a ctly  / i e .  th o se  who co n sid er  a young s in g le  wom an o b li­

ged to  g iv e  b irth  to  a ch ild  w h atever the c ir cu m sta n ce s  and then try  to 

liv e  up to the req u ire m en ts  of m a terh ood / who r ep re se n t  the h ig h est c o e f­

f ic ie n ts  of the in d ica tor  of the va lue  of the ch ild . D oes th is  s ig n ify  that 

the high va lue  of the ch ild  sp rin g s fro m  the v e r y  fa c t o f it s  life?  O r, in  

other w o rd s , is  it  the sa m e?  Is th is  value r e a liz e d  by the v e ry  fa c t of 

giving life  to ch ild ren  no m atter  w hat they  m ight be lik e in  the future  

and ir r e s p e c t iv e  of broadly  c o n ce iv ed  c o s ts  that w om en m ay have to take?

T h is  in terp reta tio n  h o w ev er , confronted w ith  the r e s u lt s  shown in  

T a b les 13 and 14 can h ard ly  be le ft a s  it  i s .  It n eed s a w ord of com m en ­

tary . A t the m om ent w e have th ree  se e m in g ly  co n trad ictory  kinds of in for­

m ation. T he c o e ff ic ie n ts  of ch ild  va lue r is e  from  p erso n s who c la im  that 

preventing unwanted p r e g n a c ie s  i s  r ig h t through th o se  to  whom  it  i s  a d m i­

ss ib le  only in cer ta in  c ir cu m sta n ce s  to th o se  who co n sid er  a young sin g le
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T ab le  1 5 . A ttitu d es about m otherhood of s in g le , w om en and the value  

o f the ch ild .

How to  a d v ise  
a young, . s in g le  
wom an who b e c a ­
m e pregnant :

P ercentage  
; N  =■ 1786

Standardized  
fa c to r  in d ica tor  
of ch ild  value

Standard
.d e v ia tio n

1. ha v e  the 
ch ild  w hate­
v er  the c ir ­
cu m sta n ces  

. and tr y  to  
liv e  up to  
the d u ties 4 9 ,2 0 ,1 4 0 ,9 0

2 . have the
ch ild  but only  
in  c er ta in  
c ir cu m sta n ­
c e s 1 8 ,9 0 .0 0 1 ,0 2

3 . have the ch ild  
and g iv e  
aw ay for  
adoption 2 ,8 - 0 ,3 3 1 ,1 2

4 . abort p reg ­
nancy 1 1 ,6 - 0 ,2 5 1 ,1 2

5 . hard to  
sa y 1 7 ,5 -  , 0 , 07 0 ,9 9

1 0 0 ,0 F  = 9 .3 9  

P  <  0 ,0 0 1
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w om an ought to have a ch ild  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f c ir cu m sta n ce s  and ought to  

tr y  to  liv e  up to  h er  duties of m otherhood. Could th is  b e  yet one m ore  

attitud inal a m b iv a len ce , y e t another in c o n sis te n c y  in the em otion a l com po­

nent? L e t 's  have a  c lo s e r  look at it . F ir s t ly ,  a p o s itiv e  connection  bet­

w een  the app rova l of planned parenthood and the va lu e  of the ch ild  p roves  

to  be of g e n e r a l c h a r a c te r . Secon d ly , it  m eans that the qu estion  about 

planned parenthood , about d isp o s itio n s  to  behaviou rs tr ig g e r  off, m ore  

than anything e l s e ,  the m ode of thinking in te rm s of m o d els and patterns

w h erea s  q u es tio n s  about m otherhood of a s in g le  w om an pr ovoke thinking
23

in te r m s of n o rm s of conduct . T h is  i s  due to  v a r io u s ’ id e o lo g ie s ’ dor­

m ant in the su b co n sc io u s  and evoked  by the q u estio n  about s in g le  m o th ers . 

T h is  m ay be due to  the con cep t of m atern a l in stin cts  w h ich  m a k es ev ery  

w om an want a c h ild  a s  w ell a s  to  m e d ic a l propaganda w ith  i t s  whip of 

a d v e r se  e ffe c ts  of abortion  p lu s p roh ib itions im p osed  by the church which  

o p p o ses not only b irth  co n tro l but a lso  p rem a rita l se x u a l in te rc o u r se  and 

th rea ten s w ith  s to r ie s  about w om en who v ic t im  to p re m a rita l s e x .  Be it  

added that m uch to  m y sa tis fa c t io n  only 2 .6  per cen t o f  the population  

under study co n sid er  that unwanted ch ild ren  should  be d e liv ered  and tu r­

n ed  to a d o p tiv e . p a r e n ts .

ThES S trea k  o f a m b iv a len ce  in  em o tio n s a sso c ia te d  w ith  the ch ild  can  

be s e e n  O p tim istica lly  a s ev id en ce  o f a ttud in al tra n sfo rm a tio n s in the 

w ay of l if e  o r ie n te d  to w a rd s planned parenthood . W hat a r e  th ese  c a u s e s  

fo r  o p tim ism ?  A s u su a l m o st h op es can  b e  banked on the planned in c r e ­

a s e  in  the le v e l  o f  education  o f  our so c ie ty  /T a b le s  16 , 17 , 1 8 / .

N o fa c ts  in c o n s is te n t  w ith  com m on intu ition  and know ledge about the 

attitude -  fo rm in g  e ffe c ts  o f r e lig io u s  b e lie f s  have been found in T ab le  17. 

T a b le  16  illu s tra tin g  c o r r e la t io n s  w ith  education  sh o w s no sy s tem a tic  

trend  e ith e r . It e v in c e s  h ow ever  that on the w hole r e la t iv ism  in th is  

sp h ere  Of l ife  i s  a c o r r e la t iv e  o f a h ig h er  standard of education . T h is  d e­

pendence i s  e ffe c ted  by age: th e  o ld e st  and the y o u n g est su b jects  show  

the s m a lle s t  d eg ree  of r e la t iv is m  o p tin g  rather  fo r  r a d ic a l so lu tio n s/ the

= S3-' r
C f. L K rz em iń sk i, S p o łeczeń stw o  norm  i  sp o łe c ze ń s tw o  w zorów  [A

so c ie ty  of norm s and a  so c ie ty  of m o d e ls j ,  "W ięź’ /m o n th ly / No. 5, 19 77
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old er  - d e liv e r y  w h atever  the c ir c u m sta n c e s , the young - a b o r tio n /.

T h e se  two independent v a r ia b le s  com bined  tend to push parenta l o r ie n ­

tations e ith er  tow ards r ig o u r ism  or tow ards a lte r n a t iv e  so lu t io n s . T he  

r o le  o f educational le v e l  :s  m uch m ore  e x p lic it  when r e s p o n s e s  a re  c la ­

s s if ie d  acco rd in g  to  r ig o u r is t  or ien ta tio n  and / o r  r e la t iv is t ic  o r ien ta tio n . 

T he -first i s  m ade up by the a n s w e r s ;“have a ch ild  ir r e s p e c t iv e  of c ir ­

cu m sta n ces and liv e  up to the -role of the m o th er ’ and ’ have a ch ild  and

g ive  it  aw ay for adaption”. T he seco n d  inclu de th e :h a v e  the c h ild  but only  
»

in c er ta in  c ir cu m sta n ce s  and "hard to  sa y »  a n s w e r s . S in ce  the answ er  

"abortion“ m ay  be d icta ted  by a m o tiva tion  underpinned e ith er  by r ig o u ­

r is m  or r e la t iv is m  I did not take it  into  c o n sid era tio n  in  th is in d ica to r .

T he r e la t iv is t ic  attitude is  d iv e r s if ie d  m uch m ore  than the r ig o u r is t ic  

one by r e s p o n s e s  about w hether having ch ild ren  i s  w o r tw h ile . T h is  p ro v es  

a cer ta in  c o h eren ce  in  the em o tio n a l com ponent o f attitude to the ch ild , 

R ig o u r is ts  have l e s s  doubt.

A r ep o r t l ik e  th is  i s  not the b e s t  p la ce  fo r  p resen tin g  su b jectiv e  

opin ions n e v e r th e le s s  I w ould lik e  to  su g g e s t  m y  w ay o f look ing at the  

above fin d in g s. Though w e do not d isp o se  of p r e c is e  c r ite r ia  of w hat is  

good for ch ild ren  and th e ir  p aren ts nor the c r ite r ia  about what p roportion  

o f p erso n s w ith the a ltern a tiv e  attitude to p r o c r e a t io n  i s  su ff ic ien t  for  

a m odern so c ie ty  m y  im p r e s s io n  i s  that w e a re  wefL on the ro a d  tow ard s  

th is  d im ention  o f m odern  s o c ie ty ,  w hich i s  far from  n e g lig ib le  in a popu­

la tion  71 per cen t of w hose m e m b ers  are  c a th o lic s  go ing  to church . The  

church com m andm ents reg a rd in g  fa m ily  planning a r e  w e ll-k n o w n  and 

have not changed  fo r  c e n tu r ie s .

Another thing w orth  em p h a sis in g  i s  that the r e f le c t iv e  attitude about

the c h ild  and i t s  c o r o lla r y  -  planned parenthood w hich w e need  m o st of

a l l  do not add up to  a ca u sa tiv e  agent su ff ic ie n t  enough fo r  the ir r e v e r -
24

s i b ility  of the dem ographic  p r o c e s s  . H ow ever I w ould not w o rry  about

24C f. data in  C hapter IV w hich show  that s o c ia l  p o licy  in  1 9 7 0 -1 9 7 9  
fa iled  to  m odify  dem ograph ic  tr en d s . I argued  w ith  the v iew  that such  
s o c ia l  p o licy  e x is t s  in  our country in  m y a r t ic le  P o lity k a  sp o łeczn a  a 
niek tó re  e lem en ty  m odelu  rodzin y  [S o c ia l  p o licy  and se le c te d  e le m en ts  
o f fa m ily  m od el,] w ithin p ro ject 1 1 .2 .2 .
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T ab le  16. Attitude to  m otherhood of s in g le  w om en and resp o n d en ts’

education  /p e r c e n ta g e / .

How to a d v ise  a s in g le  wom an who b eco m es pregnant

E ducation:
have the  
ch ild  and 
l iv e  up to  
d u ties

N=947

have the  
ch ild  only  
In cer ta in  
c ir c u m ­
s ta n ce s  
N =365

have the  
ch ild  and 
g ive  it  to  
adoptive  
fa m ily  
N=51

abort

N=221

1 .Incom plete  
e lem en ta ry

7 3 .0 IB .2 2 ,7 8 .1

2 .e lem en ta ry 6 2 .1 1 9 .5 4 .1 1 4 .3

3 .b a s ic  v o ­
ca tio n a l 59. 7 18. 0 1 .4 2 0 .9

4 .1ncom plete
seco n d a ry 54 . 8 2 0 .2 4 .8 2 0 .2

5 .secon d ary  
v o cation a l 5 9 .0 27 . 0 1 .2 1 2 .9

6 .sec o n d a ry  
gen era l

7 .p o st - 
seco n d a ry

5 0 .9 3 3 .3 3 .7 1 1 .1

4 0 .9 38. 6 4 .5 '1 5 .9

8.1ncom plete
high er 5 9 .0 17. 9 2 .6 2 0 .5

9 .h igher 5 1 .5 42 . 6 2 .9 2 . 9

T ota l 59. 8 23. 0 3 .2 1 4 .0

jc2 = 67 .01 p ‘ C O . 001
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T ab le  17. Attitude about m otherhood of s in g le  w om en and In ten sity  

o f r e lig io u s  b e lie f s  /p e r c e n ta g e /

How to  ad v ise  
wom an who 
b eco m es  
pregnant :

N b n -b e lie ­
v e r s

B e lie v er s  
not going  
to church

B e lie v er s  
going to 
church

T o ta l

have  the 
ch ild 2 7 .3 4 2 .1 6 8 .3 6 0 .1

have  it  b u t . . . 4 0 .9 3 4 .4 1 7 .8 2 2 .9

have It and 
g iv e  for  
adoption 3 .0 1 .3 3 .6 3 .0

abort 2 8 .8 2 2 .2 1 0 .2 1 4 .0

Total 66 387 1152 1568

4 .2 24 . 7 71 .1 100 , 0

jc2 = 134. 72 p -«CO. 001
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T ab le  18. A ttitude to m otherhood of s in g le  w om en and resp o n d en t's

age /p e r c e n ta g e /

Age

How to ad v ise  a s in g le  woman

have the 
ch ild  and 
l iv e  up to  
d u ties

have the  
ch ild
in cer ta in  
c ir c u m ­
sta n ce s

have the  
ch ild  and 
g iv e  it  to 
adoptive  
fa m ily

abort

1. 16-19 4 4 .2 1 6 .3 9 .3 3 0 .2

2 . 2 0 -2 4 5 5 .5 2 2 .6 30. 0 1 8 .9

3 . 2 5 -2 9 5 9 .7 2 3 .9 0 .6 1 5 .9

4. 3 0 -3 4 56 . 7 2 9 .1 2 .2 1 1 .9

5 . 35-39 5 5 .8 2 8 .3 3 .6 12. 3

6. 40 -4 4 6 2 .2 2 0 .7 1 .5 1 5 .6

7. 4 5 -4 9 5 5 .5 - 25.3 4 .4 14. 8

8. 5 0 -5 9 6 6 .3 2 0 .9 4 .0 8. 8

9. 60
o v er 7 0 .1 1 8 .4 4 .6 6 .9

to ta l 5 9 .7 2 3 .1 3 .2 1 3 .9

2
JL -  5 0 .9  p <i.0. 001
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N = 1699

T a b le  19 . R lg o u r istlc  attitude to m otherhood of s in g le  w om en and

resp on d en t’ s  education  /p e r c e n ta g e /

E ducation :
attitude to  m otherhood of s in g le  w om en

1
r lg o u r is t lc r e la t lv ls t lc

1 . Incom plete
e lem en ta ry 62 . 7 3 7 .3

2 . e lem en ta ry 6 1 .9 3 8 .1

3 . b a s ic  v o ­
cation a l 6 4 .4 3 5 .6

4 . Incom plete
seco n d a ry 58 . 8 4 1 .2

5. seco n d a ry
vocation a l 5 6 .2 4 3 .8

6 . seco n d a ry
gen era l 5 2 .4 4 7 .6

7. p o s t -
seco n d a ry 4 3 .5 5 6 .5

8 . Incom plete
h igh er 5 3 .3 46 . 7

9. h igh er 4 5 .1  · 5 4 .9

T otal 58 . 7 4 1 .3

jc2 = 1 9 .9  p = 0 .0 1
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T a b le  2 0 . In terdependence of e jtlonai com ponent e lem en ts  

/p e r c e n ta g e /

A ttitude
P e r c e n ­
tage

I s  la v in g  ch ild ren  w orthw lle
to
m otherhood  
of s in g le  
w om en

d efin ite ly
not
rather  not ra th er

y e s

de f in i­
te ly  
y e s

hard to  
say

1. r igou r  - 
i s t ic

N=1699

5 8 .8 1 .0 2 1 .8 7 2 .5 4 .7

-2. r e la ­
ti v ls t lc 4 1 .2 1 .4 34. 7 5 2 .1 1 1 .8

jj2 = 8 0 .8 9  p < 0 .0 0 1
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the fa c t that th is  a v a n t-g a rd e  of m od ern  parenthood e n ta ils  ch ild  value  

in d ica tors low er than those  of the r ig o u r is ts  b eca u se  at any ra te  they  

o sc i lla te  round the m ean v a lu e . L et m e  rem in d  that we a r e  now' dealing  

with the c ry s ta lliz a t io n  p h ase of new m otiv a tio n a l s tr u c tu r e s  in  the sp h ere  

of p ro crea tio n  and parenthood.

C om ing back to our data -  the resp on d en ts who q u a lified  th e ir  a d v ice  

to s in g le  pregnant w om an by c ir c u m sta n c e s  in an open q u estio n  nam ed  

the fo llow in g  situ a tio n  a s  conducive to the d e c is io n  of having the child:

se c u r ed  liv e lih o o d  - 73.0%  N = 359

se c u r ed  a s s is ta n c e  of the fa m ily  - 1 6 .2  %

the w om an’ s c o n sc io u s  d e s ir e  -  1 5 ,9  %

health  r e a so n s  - 1 3 ,6  %

app roval by the en v iro n m en t -  7 .0  %

T h e se  ju s t if ic a t io n s  w e r e  not d ifferen tia ted  by so c io -o ccu p a tio n a l p o s i ­

tion  of r esp o n d en ts, th e ir  s o c ia l  background or the in te n s ity  of r e lig io u s  

b e lie f s .  T he only ex cep tio n  w as ’ w om an ’ s  c o n sc io u s  d e s ir e ’ . H ere  the  

c o r r e la t iv e  w as s o c ia l  background -  it  w a s g iv en  by 7 .8 .  p er  cen t of 

resp on d en ts w h ose  fa th e rs  a r e  fa r m e r s  and 3 7 .5  per cen t a f tfeôàe w h ose  

parents a re  w h ite -c o lla r  w o rk ers  w ith  h ig h er  ed u cation . T h is  proportion  

continues in the a n a ly s is  o f so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s it io n  o f resp o n d en ts  

th e m se lv e s  /r e s p e c t iv e ly  9 .6  per cen t and 3 4 .4  p er  c e n t / .  T h is  Option 

w as a lso  taken by 3 4 .6  per cen t of n o n -b e lie v e r s  and 1 2 .9  per cen t o f  

b e lie v e r s .  It i s  in co m p lete  se c o n d a r y  education  that app eared  to  a c t a s  

a th resh o ld  a fter  w hich ind iv idu als w ith  d iffe re n t education  quote w ith  

a lm o st  eq u a l freq u en cy  /a b o u t 24 p er  cen t/ the a rgu m en t proving that 

they p e r ce iv e  having ch ild ren  a s  an e f fe c t  o f a  c o n sc io u s  and f r e e  c h o ic e .

A s w il l  be rem em b ered  a s im ila r  ed u ca tio n a l th r e sh o ld  c o m es  to  

play in the a n a ly s is  o f in terd ep en d en c ie s  b etw een  the le v e l  o f education  

and in c id en ce  of r ig o u r ism  or r e la t iv is m  in the attitude to s in g le  w om en, 

p ro sp ec tiv e  m o th e rs .

B efo re  m oving to  a d e ta iled  p resen ta tio n  of the b eh av iou ra l com ponent 

of attitude about the ch ild  h e r e  i s  a b r ie f  su m m in g up what h as b een  found 

so  fa r .

52

rcin.org.pl



53

T hus co n tra ry  to  one of the h y p o th eses the v a lu es of the em otion a l  

com ponent of attitude to  the ch ild  a r e  not high in  our s o c ie ty .  The  

actu a l c a se  i s  that w h ere a w ide  em o tio n a l sco p e  i s  not accom p anied  

by contents capable o f f i ll in g  it  up. It i s  com m on ly  c o n sid ered  that 

having ch ild ren  i s  w orthw hile  /  92 p er  cen t of the population sa y  that 

having ch ild ren  is  rather  or  d e fin ite ly  w o rth w h ile / -  th is  i s  the fa c to r  

that d e te rm in e s  the em o tio n a l sc o p e . B ut the r e s p o n s e s  w hich ju s tify  

th is  b e lie f  do not form  sy n d ro m es and a s a r e s u lt  it  look s lik e  the  

s o c ie ty  i s  only at the s ta g e  of shaping its  v iew s  in  th is  sp h ere  o r , m ore  

p r e c is e ly ,  the s ta g e  of tra n sitio n  from  tra d itio n a l to  m odern ju s t if ic a ­

t io n s . T he p resen t m otiv a tio n a l background lacks any sp e c ia l  a ffecting  

fo r c e .  It a lso  tr a n sp ir e s  that the c h o ice  of fa c to r s  ju stify in g  the d e­

c la r a tio n  that having ch ild ren  is  w orthw hile  d o es not depend on how m any 

ch ild ren  resp o n d en ts a c tu a lly  have, plan to  have and d e s ir e .  In sh o rt  

peop le  w ith  r e la t iv e ly  l e s s  ch ild ren  g iv e  the sa m e  m o tiv es  a s  th o se  who  

have m uch m are.

N or is  the abovem entioned  em o tio n a l sco p e  being f i l le d  by high  

fa c to r  in d ica to rs o f ch ild  v a lu e . T h is  m a y  be l ik e ly  to  take up w ith the 

tr a n s it io n  of the em o tio n s o f oui so c ie ty  from  the sp h ere  of duty to  the  

sp h ere  of c h o ic e . M o reo v er , the in d ic a to rs  in  point do not produce  

h igh  c o r r e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  w ith  the in d ica to rs  o f so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l  

p o s itio n .

B eh a v io u ra l com ponent of attitude to the ch ild . T h is  se c tio n  of the 

r ep o r t is  in tended  to  probe deep er  into the them e of tw o -fo ld  o r ien ta ­

t io n  to  the ch ild  pointed out e a r l ie r :  n a m ely  that of ob ligation  -  w h ere  

the ch ild  by the fa c t o f its  p h y sica l e x is te n c e  i s  an a b so lu te ly  binding 

va lu e  - a s  w e ll  a s  a ltern a tiv e  in w h ich  the ch ild  m ay be an  object of 

d e s ir e ,  a d e s ir a b le  o b jec t. T h is  w i l l  be c a r r ie d  out by m ean s o f e x a ­

m in ing  in terd ep en d en c ies  betw een  two com ponent* of attitude to the 

ch ild  -  em o tio n a l and b eh av iou ra l, a s  w e ll  a s  the d e s ir e d  and planned  

num ber of ch ild ren  in d ica tiv e  for th em . P erh a p s I w il l  t?e a b le  to  answ er  

at le a s t  p artly  w hether and to  w hat ex ten t a d efin ite  natural in c re a se  

of P o le s  i s  accom p an ied  by a d isso n a n ce  in co n v ictio n s and em o tio n s.

rcin.org.pl



My a ssu m p tion  i s  that the a c tu a l num ber of ch ild ren  can function  

a s an e m p ir ica l ind icator  o f attitude to  the ch ild  understood  s tr u c tu r a l­

ly . I w ish  to keep  it th is  w ay w ith a llow an ce  fo r  m ixed  fo r m s of p r e ­

sen ta tion .

H ere a re  the m ain  v a r ia b le s  which w ill  be u sed  to  d e sc r ib e  beha­

v io u ra l d isp o s it io n s  of a ttitude to the child:

a /  id e a l num ber of ch ild ren  -  i llu s tr a te d  by r e s p o n s e s  to the qu estion : 

"how m any c h ild ren  do you think should  be in  a fa m ily , w hat is  the  

b e s t  num ber? "

b/ planned num ber of ch ild ren  - illu s tra te d  by r e s p o n s e s  of s in g le  

p e r so n s  under 34  y e a r s  of a g e  to  the qu estion : ’ w ould you lik e  to  

have ch ild ren  in  the future ? ,  how m any? ’

c/  the attitude to  fa m ily  planning m e a su r ed  by the resp o n d en ts v iew  

on the u se  o f co n trecep tiv e  d e v ic e s  and abortion .

U nfortunately  a b ia s  com m on in m o st in te r v ie w e r s  preven ted  m e from  

a sk in g  d irec t q u estio n s  about the co n tra cep tiv e  tech n iq u es they u se .  

N e v e r th e le s s  I think that p ro g ra m s of behaviour in  th is  sp h ere  can be 

e a s i ly  in ferred  fro m  r e s p o n s e s  to  q u es tio n s  18 , 22 , 23 in  the appended  

in te rv iew .

T h e  fo llo w in g  v a r ia b le s  w i l l  be u sed  a s  e m p ir ic a l in d ica to rs of 

attitude to  the child: 

a/  num ber of ch ild ren

b/ num ber of ch ild ren  d e s ir e d  by cou p les m a rr ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s .  

T h is  in d ica tor  w as obtained from  adding the num ber of ch ild ren  the  

resp on d en ts have so  fa r  to the num ber of ch ild ren  th ey  w ant. T h is  

i s  a notew orthy fa c to r  a s  i t  r e g a r d s  the v e r y  dem ograph ic  group  

w hich r e s p r e s e n ts  p ro crea tio n a l a ttitu d es of our s o c ie ty .

On account of their  im p ortan ce  two v a r ia b le s  w hich function a s ­

em  p ir ic a l in d ica to rs  w il l  be p r e se n ted  in two va r ia n ts: in ta b les  and 

basing on an a n a ly s is  of v a r ia t io n s . T he ta b le s  a r e  intended to introduce  

and com plem ent the p ictu re  obtained from  a n a ly se s  b ased  on m ean r e s u l t s  

/T a b le s  2 1 - 2 6 / .
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56

T ab le  22 . T he num ber o f ch ild ren  and the in ten sity  of 

r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  /p e r c e n ta g e /

N um ber of  
ch ild ren  1

N on -b e lie v e r B eliever 
not going 
to
church

B eliever 
going to 
chu rch

T o t a l

no ch ild ren  
e v er 3 8 .4 2 9 .6 2 6 .3 27 . 7

one 2 3 .3 2 2 .4 1 5 .0 1 7 .2

two 2 6 .7 3 2 .9 2 6 .4 2 8 .2

th ree 7 .0 10 . 7 1 7 .9 1 5 .7

four 1 .2 2 .4 8 .8 6 .9

fiv e 0. 1 .1 3 .6 2 .9

s ix  and m o re 3 .5 0 .9 1 .9 1 .7

T o t a l 86 459 1344 1889

4 .6 2 4 .3 7 1 .1 1 0 0 .0

j£2 = 7 7 .5 6 p  = 0 .0 0 1

rcin.org.pl
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I w ould lik e  to draw s p e c ia l  a tten tion  to  a co m p arison  betw een  

ta b le s  24 , 25 and ta b le s  21 , 22 . W hat s tr ik e s  i s  a fa l l  in  the in fluence  

of the in te n sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie f s  on the sp h ere  of p ro crea tio n . T he  

p r o c e s s  o f u n ifica tio n  of p r o c re a tio n a l behaviour e s ta b lish e d  in  th is  

w ay w il l  find fu rth er  co rro b o ra tio n .

I co n sid e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y  for  th is  su r v e y  to  be fo c u sse d  on a co m ­

p a r iso n  of p e r so n s in ch ild b earin g  age w ith  the e n tire  population.

T a b le s  2 7 -3 3  i llu s tr a te  how far s o c ia l  v a r ia b le s  a r e  capable o f  

ex p la in in g  d ifferen tia tio n s o f p ro crea tio n a l d isp o s it io n s  and in d ica to rs  

of the num ber o f ch ild ren  in  our so c ie ty .

M ean r e s u lt s  for  ind iv idu al in d ica to rs  o f attitude and p rocreation a l  

b ehaviou r a re  a s  fo llo w s:

m ean id e a liz ed  num ber of ch ild ren  / f o r  the w h ole-p op u la tion / 2 .6

m ean  num ber of ch ild ren  o f one respond en t and h is /h e r

sp o u se  / for  the w hole population / 1 .7

m ean num ber of ch ild ren  d e s ir e d  by s in g le  p erso n s

under 34 y e a r s  of age 2 .1

m ean  num ber of ch ild ren  / t h e  num ber of ch ild ren  now

and how m any m o re  a re  w an ted / in  co u p les m a rr ied

le s s  than 15 y e a r s  2 .4

It i s  not su r p r is in g  in th e se  sev en  ta b le s  that in d ica to rs of the 

id e a liz e d  num ber of ch ild ren  and the num ber o f ch ild ren  a c tu a lly  had 

a re  s ig n ifica n tly  d ifferen tia ted  by su ch  v a r ia b le s  a s  p lace  of b irth , r e s ­

p o n d en t's fa th er ’ s  s o c ia l  background, p r e se n t r e s id e n c e , h is  s o c io -o c c u -  

p ation a l group, a g e , in te n sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  and education . N or  

sh ould  we be a sto n ish ed  by the d ir ec tio n s  w h ere  th e se  d ifferen tia tion s  

g o . M ean r e s u lt s  for  the num ber of ch ild ren  w hich  the respond en ts c o n s i­

der b e s t  fo r  the fa m ily  / i . e .  the id e a l num ber of c h ild ren / and m ean  

r e s u lt s  d e sc r ib in g  the actu a l num ber of ch ild ren  /n u m b er  of ch ild ren  now 

tend to fa l l  w ith  the in c r e a se  in  s c o r e s  headed a s  p resen t p lace  of liv in g , 

in te n sity  o f r e lig io u s  b e l ie f s ,  education . T h ey  tend to  g o  up w ith the 

r esp o n d en ts’ age; they  a re  h igh er  fo r  p erso n s born in the countryside  

in  fa rm in g  fa m ilie s  who a re  occu p ied  w ith fa rm in g  th e m se lv e s  and low er
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for p erso n s born in  tow ns who, lik e  their  p a ren ts, a re  w h ite -co lla r  

w o rk ers w ith higher education . M ean r e s u lt s  a re  s im ila r  for m en and 

w om en and for p erso n s who d ifferen tly  e s t im a te  th e ir  m a ter ia l s itu ation .

T he situ a tio n  changes s ig n if ica n tly  in the 3rd and 4th co lu m ns of a l l  

the se v e n  ta b le s . T h e se  co lu m ns r e la te  to  s in g le  p e r so n s  of under 34 

y e a r s  of age /p o te n tia l p a r e n ts / and cou p les m a rr ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a rs  

/g e n e r a lly  speak ing a lso  in ch ild b earin g  age /  w h ich  w ill  be s e e n  m o st  

c le a r ly  in  the a n a ly s is  o f the p o s s ib ility  of exp la in in g  the d ifferen tia tio n  

of the in d ica to rs of the num ber of ch ild ren  d e s ir e d  in  the groups of 

young c o u p le s . H ere the num ber of ch ild ren  m ean s th o se  a lrea d y  born  

and those  planned. T h ere  i s  no cer ta in ty  a s to w hether the resp on d en ts  

w ill  be able to r e a liz e  th e ir  n eed s in  fu ll in th is  r e s p e c t . B ut s in c e  in 

th is  rep o rt I am  not g iv in g  a dem ograph ic  d ia g n o sis  but looking for d i­

r ec t io n s  of attitud inal changes and th e ir  c o r r e la t iv e s  the u se  of a m ix ed - 

-type a ttitu d in a l-b eh a v io u ra l ind icator  s e e m s  ju s tif ie d  enough. In the co u r se  

of w ork on the m a ter ia l ga th ered  I w il l  try  to iso la te  m ore  p r e c is e ly  from  

th is  v a r iab le  the num ber of ch ild ren  a lrea d y  had and ch an ces fo r  any  

further r ea liza t io n  of needs in  th is  sp h e re .

T hus looking a t th is  m ixed  in d ica to r  it  i s  e a s y  to  n otice  a c o n s id e ­

ra b le  un ifica tion  of p r e fe r e n c e s  and behav iou r. T h is  s e e m s  m o st  con v in ­

cing in the i llu s tra t io n  of the in fluence  of education  and occu pation  of the
25

resp on d en ts c a te g o r is e d  in 22 un its / th e  tab le  i s  not p resen ted  a s  no 

sig n ifica n t d ifferen tia tio n  h as been  found of the d e s ir e d  num ber of ch ild ren  

by so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l s t a t u s / .  In other w ords in  our s o c ie ty  young m a rr ied  

coup les from  d ifferen t so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l groups have s im ila r  p r o c re a tio -  

nal plans and s im ila r  num bers o f c h ild ren . T h e ir  behaviour d iffe rs  from  

that of the en tire  sa m p le . T h is  s e e m s  to be an im portant finding the m o­

r e  s o  a s  i t  i s  backed by the fa c t that th is  group is  l e s s  s ig n if ica n tly  d if­

feren tia ted  by s o c ia l  background, r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  or p la ce  of r e s id e n c e .

25
C f. K . S ło m c zy ń sk i, C . K acp row icz, Skala Zawodów [O ccu p a ­

tio n a l S c a le ] ,  IFiS P A N , 1979 .
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It m ay be that the cou n try sid e  no longer can guarantee  a high natu­

r a l  in c r e a se . W hether th is i s  good or bad i s  beyond the concern  of 

th is  r ep o rt. But that th is  i s  a s o c ia l  fa c t can be se e n  from  the a n a ly ­

s i s  of the in d ica to rs of b ehaviou ral com ponent of the attitude tow ards  

the ch ild  in groups vary in g  in te r m s  of in ten sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  

/ s e e  colum n 4 in tab le  3 0 / .  It i s  known from  e ls e w h e r e  that the in ten ­

s ity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  i s  the h ig h est in  the co u n try sid e . T h is  e lem en t  

of change in m o r es  can be taken as ev id en ce  that now adays in ten sive  

r e l ig io u sn e s s  is  not enough to ca u se  high p ro crea tio n . U n le ss  it  g o e s ,  

hop efu lly  l e s s  and l e s s  o ften , w ith  p overty  and low le v e l  of education .

Can w e sp eak  cred ib ly  about a p r o c e s s  in w hich p ro crea tio n a l

d isp o s it io n s  and in d ica to rs of the num ber of ch ild ren  a re  becom ing

s im ila r ?  T he fo llow in g  in d ica to rs have  been  exam in ed  to  ch eck  th is:

a m o n g  to u p ie s  m a rried  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s  the ra te  of d ifferen ce  w as

m ea su red  betw een , on the one s id e , the num ber of ch ild ren  a lread y  had

and s t i l l  wanted and, on the oth er , the id e a l num ber of ch ildren; am ong

s in g le  p erso n s  under 34 y e a rs  of age the d ifferen ce  betw een d e sir ed  and

id ea l n u m bers of ch ildren; and in the en tire  sa m p le  the d ifferen ce  bet-
26

w een  the num ber of ch ild ren  noW an d the id ea l num ber . H ere  a re  the 

r e s u lts :

co u p les -  m ean d ifferen ce  betw een  d e s ir ed  and id ea l 0 .1

s in g le  - m ean d ifferen ce  betw een d e s ir e d  and id ea l 0 .3

e n tire  sa m p le  - m ean d ifferen ce  betw een the num ber of

ch ild ren  now and the id ea l num ber 0 .9

T he m ean  d ifferen ce  for the en tire  sa m p le  betw een the num ber of 

c h ild r e n  now and the num ber of re sp o n d en ts’ b ro th ers a n d /o r  s i s t e r s  

am ounted to 2. 4.

The c o n s is te n c y  of m ore  in ten siv e  b eh av iou ra l d isp o sit io n s  in s in g le  

p erso n s / t h e ir  p ro crea tio n a l p la n s/ w ith l e s s  in ten siv e  d is p o sition s/w h at  

num ber of ch ild ren  they co n sid er  to be id e a l for  a fa m ily / s im ila r ly  a s ,

26T h e se  in d ica to rs have been trea ted  a s in d ica to rs of co n sisten cy  
of d isp o s it io n s  and behaviour.
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in co u p les m a rr ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s ,  the c o n s is te n c y  o? procreational 
d isp o s it io n s  /w h a t num ber of ch ild ren  i s  co n s id e r ed  a s  id e a l/ with their 
r e a liz a t io n  a r e  not d ifferen tia ted  by su ch  v a r ia b le s  a s:  s o c ia l  back-ground, 

p la ce  o f b ir th , p r e se n t p la ce  of liv in g , in te n s ity  of r e lig io u s  beliefs, the 
resp o n d en ts ' Su bjective  a s s e s s m e n t  o f th e ir  m a ter ia l stan dard , the r e s ­
pondents' education  and so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s itio n  / a l s o  classified  by 

p restige /. In the 2 0 -3 4  age b ra ck et th ere  w a s no p r a c tic a l dissonance 
between the number of c h ild ren  th ey  w ould lik e  to  have and the number 

they think they ought to  have /the id e a l num ber o f  c h ild r e n /.

T a b le  3 4 . C o n s is te n c y  o f p r o c re a tio n a l d isp o s it io n s  and in d ica to rs of the 
num ber of ch ild ren  by age  in  co u p les m a r r ied  l e s s  than  

15 y e a r s  N = 549

A g e D ifferen ce  betw een  d e s ir e d  and id e a l  
num ber of ch ild ren  /m e a n  r e s u lt /

S tandard
devia tion

1 6 -1 9 0. 0 -

2 0 -2 4 - 0 .0 0 .8

2 5 -2 9 - 0 .1 0 .8

3 0 -3 4 0 .0 0 .7

3 5 -3 9 - 0 .2 0 .8

4 0 -4 4 - 0 .1 0 .8

4 5 -4 9 - 0 .7 1 .2

5 0 -5 9 - 0 .3 1 .3

F  = 2 .0 9  

p = 0 .0 4

C om p a riso n  of the r e s u lt s  d em o n stra ted  in  th is  tab le  w ith colum n  

HI of T a b le  31 a llo w s a h y p o th esis  about unifying e f fe c ts  o f the s itu a ­

tio n -c u ltu r a l fa c to r s .  One of th e se  could be the fa c t that the young 

co u p les q u estio n ed  a r e  liv in g  in  a d efin ite  h is to r ic a l  p er iod . T h is  factor  

a b a tes the e f fe c ts  of age a s  a b eh a v io u r-fo rm in g  v a r ia b le  se e in g  that
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the d iffe re n c es  betw een  the d e s ir e d  num ber of ch ild ren  /  p a r tly  r e a liz e d /  

and the id ea l num ber of ch ild ren  a r e  s m a ll  we can  a ss u m e  a c o n s id e r a ­

ble c o n s is te n c y  of p ro crea tlo n a l d isp o s it io n s  and behav iou r. A s w ill  

be rem em b ered  th e se  in d ic a to rs  do not change w ith so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l  

p o s itio n , s o c ia l  background e tc .

T h u s th ere  a r e  a t  le a s t  two p r e m is e s  fo r  c la im in g  a u n iv er sa l  

/ i e .  not d ifferen tia ted  by s o c ia l  c o r r e la t iv e s /  tren d  to p a ss  from  the 

im p era tiv e  m o d e l o f p ro crea tio n a l a ttitu d es to  the a ltern a tiv e  m od el 

co n ceiv ed  a s  the r e a liz a t io n  of ind iv idu al’ s  n eed s in  l i f e .  In other w ords  

d isp o s it io n s  to  p r o c re a tio n a l behaviour find th e ir  r e la t iv e ly  fu ll r e f le c t io n  

in the num ber o f  c h ild ren  now .

D o es the a ttitude about b irth c o n tro l, another e le m en t of attitude about 

the ch ild , change p r o c re a tio n a l d isp o s it io n s  and in d ica to rs  of the num ber  

of ch ild ren  and to  w hat ex ten t. /T a b le s  35, 3 6 / .

Spontaneous parenthood m a n ife sted  by la ck  o f ap p ro v a l of b ir ih  

co n tro l / preven tion  a g a in st  unwanted p r e g n a n c ie s / and ab o rtio n  is  condu­

c iv e  to  m ore  am b itio u s p r o c re a tio n a l p lan s and th e ir  r e a liz a t io n . B ut 

the m o st im portant finding is  that su ch  sp o n ta n eity  c o m e s  r a r e r  in the  

su b -g ro u p s o f young co u p le s /c o lu m n s  IV in ta b le s  35 and 3 6 / and 

un m arried  p e r so n s  /c o lu m n s  III in  ta b le s  35 and 3 6 / .  It i s  w ith  th e se  

two groups that a ttitu d es about b irth  co n tro l — that i s  app rova l of sp on­

taneous parenthood - or fa m ily  planning on ly  d iffe re n tia te  to a v e r y  s m a ll  

d eg ree  p ro crea tio n a l a ttitu d es and th e ir  r e a liz a t io n . T he la tte r  se e m  to  

be u n ified  and subordinated  to  a vogue of so r ts  ra th er  than a d e lib era te  

sy s te m  of c o n v ic t io n s . T h is  problem  w il l  be d is c u s s e d  at len gth  in  

chapter IH of m y  r e p o r t . F o r  the tim e  being  T a b le  37 sh ow s how the 

em o tio n a l com ponent o f a ttitude about the ch ild  a f fe c ts  the b eh av iou ra l  

com ponent.
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T a b le  37 . E m o tio n a l com ponent v e r s u s  beh av iou ra l com ponent o f 
attitude about the ch ild *

Is having
ch ild ren
w orthw hile:

Id ea l num ber 
of ch ild ren  
/ m ean  r e s u lt  
fo r  en tire  
sa m p le  /

Num ber of 
ch ild ren  now  
/m e a n  r e ­
su lt  for  . 
e n tire  sa m ­
p le /

M ean num ber  
of ch ild ren  

d e s ir e d  by  
un m arried  
p erso n s

Mean num ber 
of ch ild ren  
d e s ir ed  by 
coup les  
m a rried  

l e s s  than 15 
y ea rs

m ean s ta n d . 
dev .

m ean stand.
dev .

m ean stand.
dev.

m ean stand .
dev.

d e fin ite ly
not 2 .0 0 .8 1 .2 1 .8 0 0 1 .5 2.1

ra th er
not 2 .0 0 .9 0 .9 1 .0 1 .5 1 .9 1 .0 1.1

ra th er
y e s 2 .5 0 .7 1 .4 1 .4 2 .0 0 .6 2 .1 0 .8

d e fin ite ly
y e s 2 .8 0 .8 2 . 0 1.5 2 .4 0 .6 2 .6 0 .9

F = 2 5 . 31 F = 3 1 .0 7 F = 1 6 .8 7 F= 1 7 .4 5
p ^ .0 . 001 p 0 .0 0 1 ρ^Ο,ΟΟΙ p ^  0, 001

P e r c e n ta g e  a s  in  ta b le  35 .

T h ere  a r e  not m any p e r so n s  who think that having ch ild ren  i s  not 

w o rth w h ile . Though i t  does have so m e e f fe c t  on the ch a ra cter  o f v a r ia ­

tio n s  I w i l l  co n cen tra te  on two a n sw e rs: 'r a th e r  y e s '  and 'd e f in ite ly

y e s ' .  Though' the ra n g e  of a n sw e rs  in  v a r io u s  c a teg o r ie s  of the em o tio ­

n a l com ponent i s  ra th er  w ide th e se  c a te g o r ie s  are capable of explain ing  

so m e  p art o f d ifferen tia tio n  in  the b eh av iou ra l com ponent. The a n a ly s is  

of d ep en d en cies betw een  the d e s ir e d  / t a r g e t /  num ber of ch ild ren  in  

co u p les m a r r ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s  and th e ir  d ec la red  em otion a l a ttitu­

de about the ch ild  a ccord in g  to education  of one of the sp o u ses  /th e  

resp on d en t q u estio n ed / sh o w s that education  o p era tes l e s s  sy s te m a tic a lly
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than the in ten sity  of em o tio n s . S im ila r ly , the m ean  v a lu es  o f the in d i­

cator of to ler a n c e  of abortion  exam in ed  through a n a logou s v a r ia b le s  

show le s s  subordination  and a r e  changed l e s s  by the a n sw er  'r a th e r  y e s ’ 

and 'd e f in ite ly  y e s ’ than by education .

T ab le  38 . Num ber of ch ild ren  d e s ir e d  by co u p les m a r r ied  l e s s  than

15 y e a r s  /m e a n  v a lu e s / ,  le v e l  o f ed u cation , e m o tio n a l attitude  

to  the ch ild

It is  w orthw hile to  h ave ch ild ren

E ducation ra th er  y e s d e fin ite ly  y e s

m ean I stan d , 
dev .

m ean stan d .
dev .

1. in co m p lete  
e lem en ta ry 2 .5 2 .1 2 .5 0. 7

2 . e lem en ta ry 2 .2 1 .0 2 .7 1 .0

3 . b a s ic
vo cation a l 2 .0 0 . 0 2 .7 0 .8

4 . in com p lete  
seco n d a ry 2 .7 1 .5 3 .0 0 .7

5. seco n d a ry  
vocation a l 2 .1 2. 7 2 .5 0 . 7

6. seco n d a ry  
g en era l 2 .1 0 .6 2 .3 0 .5

7. p o s t - s e ­
condary 2 .0 ■ 1 .0 2 .6 0 .8

8. in co m p lete  
higher 1 .0 0 .0 2 .2 0 .6

9 . higher 2 .0 0. 0 2 .6 0 .9

T he tab le  o f P e r s o n ’ s c o r r e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  /T a b le  3 9 / su m s  

up what has been found so  fa r .  It a ls o  adds new vantage poin ts on p r o -  

c rea tio n a l d isp o s itio n s  and th e ir  r ea liz a t io n  in our s o c ie ty .  W hile c o r -  

tbborating the fa c t that com pared  w ith  the e n tire  sa m p le  young co u p le s  

a re  l e s s  prone to m odel th e ir  p ro crea tio n a l b eh a v io u rs and a ttitu d es  

acco rd in g  to the e le m e n ts  o f th e ir  so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s it io n  it  a lso
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T a b le  39 . P e a r s o n 's  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f ic ie n ts  /  l e v e l  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  

p  ■ < 0 . 0 5 /

iSpec IP  c a t io n  :
I d e a l  n u m b e r 
o f c h i ld re n

N u m b e r o f 
c h i ld re n  now

N u m b e r of 
c h ild re n  
d e e l r e d  by 
s in g le  
p e r s o n s

H u m b er of 
c h ild re n  
d e s i r e d  by 
c o u p le s  in  
p r o c r e a t i  on a l 

age

1 . d u ra tio n  of 
m a r r a g e 0 .2 4 0 .5 3 - -

2 . p la c e  o f 
r e s id e n c e > 0 .2 3 - 0 .1 9 - 0 .1 0 -0 .1 8

3. t im e  o f  w a it in g  
f o r  a  f la t - - 0 .1 7 - _

4 . ag e 0 .2 0 0 .5 4 · -0 .0 6

S . re s id e n c e  t i l l  
th e  a g e  o f  14 - 0 .2 0 - 0 .2 0 - -0 .1 1

b . n u m b e r  o f 
b r o th e r s  o r  
s i s t e r s 0 .2 7 0 .3 1 0 .2 6 0 .1 4

7 . _ge of th e  
s p o u s e 0 .2 1 0 .4 5 - 0 .  07

8 . b r o t h e r s  o r  
s i s t e r s  o f 
th e  s p o u s e 0 .2 2 0 .2 5 0 .1 7

9 . d e n s i ty  o f  
o cc u p an c y  
In p r e s e n t  
r e s id e n c e

0 .0 9 0 .1 6 0 .2 1 0 .1 2

10. a v e r a g e  In c o m e - 0 .1 3 - 0 .2 7 -0 .2 5 - 0 .1 7

1 1 . o c c u p a tio n  a c c . 
to  p r e s t i g e - 0 .  07 -0 .0 5 - - 0 .0 8

12. r e s p o n d e n t ’ s - 0 .1 6 -0 .2 2 -0 .1 1 -0 . 06

e d u c a tio n * / - 0 . 1 2 / / - 0 . 1 2 / / - 1 0 / / - 0 . 0 6 /

13 . e d u c a tio n  
o f th e  s p o u s e - 0 .1 7 -0 .2 6 -

14 . s a t i s f a c t io n  
w ith  l ife - - - 0 .1 1

15. s ta n d a r d iz e d  
c h ild  In d ic a to r  
o f  v a lu e - - 0 .2 1

_ |

0 .1 0

* C lven  In  b r a c k e t s  a r e  p a r t i a l  c o r r e la t io n  
C o e ff ic ie n ts  a t  a g e
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points to  further conseq  u en ces im p lic it  in th is  s itu a tio n . In th is  group  

of our p a rticu la r  in te r e s t  I am  co n cern ed  in  the f i r s t  p la ce  w ith  the 

attitu d es and behaviour w hich are  h ard ly  e v er  connected  or not conne­

c ted  at a l l  w ith in d ica to rs  of liv in g  co n d itio n s . I have in  m ind su ch  

co r r e la t io n s  a s  the tim e of w a iting  for a fla t , a v era g e  in c o m e  or den­

s ity  of occu .pancy. T h is  group  a ls o  sh o w s lit t le  dependence on its  

ro o ts  - num ber of th e ir  and th e ir  sp o u ses  b ro th ers an d / or s i s t e r s ,  pat­

tern s o f b eh av iou rs from  the p la ce  of b irth  and the p la ce  of liv in g  t i l l  the  

age of 14.

T he situ ation  w hich  I now want to  su r v e y  i s  one in  w hich p r o c r e a ­

tion a l d isp o s it io n s  of one of the sp o u se s  m a rr ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s  

and th eir  m ean num ber of ch ild ren  at the t im e  of enqu iry  show  m uch  

in te r e s t in g  in terd ep en d en ce . Young co u p les a re  m o st c o n s is te n t  in te rm s  

of the em o tio n a l and beh av iou ra l com ponent which is  ev id en ced  by the 

le v e l  of c o rr e la tio n  c o e ff ic ie n t  of the num ber of d e s ir e d  c h ild ren  and the 

stan dard ized  ind icator  of the va lu e  of the ch ild . T ru e  th is  c o e ff ic ie n t  is  

high er for s in g le  p e r so n s  but it has to be noted that for  them on the p ro­

crea tio n  s id e  it i s  produced m e r e ly  by d isp o s it io n s  and h en ce  m o re  im p o r ­

tant ’ fu tirro log ica lly ’ than d ia g n o stica lly .

O nly in the group of young co u p les a re  h ig h er  em otion s a s s o c ia te d

with the ch ild  accom p anied  by h igh er  in d ic a to rs  o f g e n e r a l sa t is fa c t io n  
27

w ith life  . T h is  ind icator  r e p r e se n ts  a r e su lta n t of the e s t im a te d  s a t i ­

sfa c tio n  w ith v a r io u s sp h e re s  of p e r so n a l l if e .  It can be a ssu m e d  that 

stro n g er  a ttitu d es about the ch ild  go  w ith a c er ta in  type of m en ta l c o m ­

fort based  on a r e la t iv e  sa t is fa c t io n  w ith l ife  ra th er  than d efin ite  v a lu es  

of ind iv idu al fe a tu re s  d escr ib in g  s o c ia l  s ta tu s . It has to be em p h a sized  

that th is o ffer s  ye t another ev id en ce  of the fa c t that op tions of r e f le c t iv e  

parenthood a r e  not sp e c if ic  fo r  d efin ite  so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l gro u p s.

T o  end th is chapter I w ish  to  p r e se n t  the r e s u lt s  o f m u ltip le  c o r r e ­

la tion . T he tim e  l im it  d esig n ed  fo r  th is  stu dy  m ade it  im p o ss ib le  to

27
T he g e n e ra l ind icator  of sa t is fa c t io n  i s  a su m  to ta l of a ll  c a te g o ­

r ie s  in q u estio n  of the in terv iew  d iv ided  by 9.
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c a r r y  out an in -d ep th  su rv e y  or rep ea t a ttem p ts a t s e le c t in g  such  fa c to rs  

w hich  could  further  e lu c id a te  the in c id en ce  of the h ig h est p ercen ta g es of 

d ifferen tia tio n  in  the b eh a v io ira l com ponent. T h e r e fo r e  I p icked  such  

v a r ia b le s  for  m ultip le  c o rr e la tio n  w hich appeared  rec u r re n tly  in  the cours· 

of p r e se n ta tio n  and a ls o  o n es w hich su g g e s t  v a r io u s exp lanatory  p lan es  

fo r  ch a n g es on th e se  v a r ia b le s .

T he v a r ia b le s  w ere:

1. resp o n d en t’ s  age

2 . p la ce  o f r e s id e n c e

3 . num ber of b ro th ers  and s i s t e r s
28

4 . to ler a n c e  of p r e m a r ita l s e x

5 . in d ica to r  of ch ild  va lu e .

T he r e s u lt s  of th is  a n a ly s is  wound up the enqu iry  o f the p r o c e s s  

of u n ifica tion  of p r o c re a tio n a l d isp o s itio n s  and v a r io u s in d ica to rs o f the  

num ber of ch ild ren  am ong co n tem p orary  P o le s .  T he m ultip le  c o rre la tio n  

c a lc u la ted  a cco rd in g  to  th e se  fiv e  v a r ia b le s  is  a s  fo llo w s:

- id e a l num ber of ch ild ren  0 .1 4

-  the num ber of ch ild ren

now fo r  the e n tire  sa m p le  0 .3 7

- the num ber of ch ild ren  

d e s ir e d  by s in g le  u n m arried

p e r so n s  under 34 0 .1 4

-  the num ber of ch ild ren  

d e s ir e d  by co u p le s m a r r ied

l e s s  than 15 y e a r s  0 .5

B y com parin g  the 37 per cen t o f the exp la in ed  d ifferen tia tio n  in  

the num ber of ch ild ren  now / f o r  the w hole s a m p le /  w ith  the 5 per  

cen t of the exp la in ed  d ifferen tia tio n  in  the num ber of ch ild ren  in  the  

young co u p les group I found not only the continuation  of the e a r lie r  

find in gs but a ls o  ca m e a g a in st a q u estio n  w hat fa c to r s , i f  anything  

could exp la in  the d iv e r s ity  of in d ica to rs  o f the num ber of ch ild ren .

S ee  footnote 21 .
28
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T h is  q u estio n  w il l  be a n sw ered  at le a s t  p a r tly  by the r e s u l t s  d is c u s se d  

in ch a p te r  HI.

But it  being known from  e ls e w h e r e  that th is  d iv e r s ity  bear  only  

s lig h t s ig n if ic a n c e  the them e o f the fo llo w in g  ch apter can be defined  

a s a se a r c h  in  the sp h ere  of v a lu es  fo r  c o r r e la t iv e s  of the attitude about 

the ch ild  w hich have b een  exam in ed  a b ove .

C o n clu s io n s. T he a ttitude about the ch ild  h a s been  u n derstood  h ere  

a s  a co m p o sitio n  o f two e le m en ts:  em o tio n a l and b eh a v iou ra l. It fo llo w s  

from  the a ssu m p tio n s  of the r e s e a r c h  that th is  a ttitude can b e st be ch a ­

r a c te r iz e d  by com parin g  the r e s u lt s  obtained w ith the in it ia l  h y p o th eses .

H ypothesis I: in the population  in  q u estio n  the attitude about the ch ild

i s  incon sisten t: h igh  co v a len cy  of the em o tio n a l com ponent is  

not accom p an ied  by eq u a lly  h igh v a lu e s  of the b eh a v io u ra l com ponent.

T h is  h yp o th esis  has not been  co n firm ed  on two s c o r e s ,  at le a s t .  F ir s t ly ,  

the em o tio n a l com ponent i s  not m ark ed  by a high c o v a le n c y  and i t s  

contents only a llow  a sp ecu la tio n  that the so c ie ty  now i s  in  the p r o c e s s  

of r e -s tr u c tu r in g  the sp h ere  of e m o tio n s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the ch ild  / c f .  

c o n c lu sio n s  to  the f ir s t  part o f  th is  c h a p te r /.  Second ly , in  the popula­

tion  under study th e se  y e t u n c r y sta lliz e d  em o tio n s a r e  p a r a lle l  to  qu ite  

e x p r e s s  n eed s fo r  ch ild ren  and th e ir  r e a liz a t io n . T h e se  n eed s in  turn  

are  accom p an ied  by a d e lib era te  p ro g ra m . T h u s in the group w hich  I w as  

m o st in te r e ste d  in  young m a rr ied  co u p le s - no in c o n s is te n c y  h a s  been  

found betw een  the planned and r e a liz e d  num ber of c h ild re n , that i s  betw een  

p ro crea tio n a l d isp o sit io n  and p r o c re a tio n a l b eh a v io u r . A l l  th e se  fa c ts  

a r e  a ffec ted  by a  trend  in  su ch  parenthood i s  p e r c e iv e d  a s one of the 

a lter n a tiv es  o ffered  by l ife  ra th er  than an o b lig a tio n . P er h a p s  th is  

e x a ctly  is  w hence the tr a n s it io n a l drop in em o tio n s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  p a ­

renthood r e a lly  c o m e s .

H yp oth esis Π. T he d isp a r it ie s  nam ed in  h y p o th esis  I tend to 

d e c r e a se  w ith so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p rom otion .

N o su ch  d isp a r it ie s  have been  p b serv ed . But by com parin g  a group  of  

p e r so n s  in the p r o c re a tiv e  phase o f l ife  / th a t  is  younger p e r s o n s /  having
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r e la t iv e ly  h igh er education  w ith the en tire ty  of parents in the sam p le  

r e la t iv e ly  w o rse  educated  i t  can be found that the fo rm er  show much m o ­

re  c o n s is te n c y  of em o tio n a l and b eh a v io u ra l com ponents o f attitude about 

the ch ild  /  c f . tab le  39 / than the la tte r .

H y p o th esis HI: A s so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l p o s itio n  r i s e s  the ch ild  i s

m ore  and m o r e  o ften  p e r c e iv e d  in  te r m s  o f d e s ir e  ra th er  than  

ob lig a tio n .

T h is  h y p o th esis  has been  co n firm ed  e s p e c ia l ly  by the exam ple  o f a ttitu ­

d e s  about the m otherhood  of s in g le  w om en.

H yp oth esis IV: P r o c r e a tio n a l a ttitu d es and behaviour of contem p o­

r a ry  co u p le s a r e  not d ifferen tia ted  by th e ir  so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l p o s i­

tio n , p lace  of r e s id e n c e  and the in te n s ity  o f r e lig io u s  b e lie fs .

T he co n firm a tio n  of th is  h y p o th esis  /p e rh a p s w ith the ex cep tio n  of the 

p la ce  of liv in g / is  an in te re stin g  proof o f a tendency fo r  l ife  s ty le s  of 

v a r io u s  s o c ia l  groups to b ecom e s im ila r .  T h is  how ever w ill  be se e n  in 

fu ll  when p osed  a g a in st other v a lu es  s ig n ifica n t fo r  the sa m p le  se le c te d  

fo r  th is  r e s e a r c h .
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C hapter III THE PL A C E  O F THE CHILD IN THE VALUE SYSTEM

G en era l v a lu e s , l ife  m o d e ls  and g o a ls  of m a r r ia g e . Com ponents of 

attitude tow ard the ch ild  v s .  ch o sen  v a lu e s .

A s I m entioned  in the in troduction  the range of em o tio n s , fe e lin g s  

and a ttitu d es c o ex istin g  w ith  a tt itu d e s  and behaviour re la ted  to the child  

is  in the actu a l fact fa r  w ider than w hat the rep o rt w as ab le  to co v er . 

T h is ,  h o w ev er  fa r  fro m  co m fo rtin g , had to be put up w ith  in  view  of 

what m ea n s w e r e  a v a ila b le  for the r e a liza t io n  of th is  stu dy . I am  aw are, 

of c o u r se , that the s e t  o f fe e lin g s  and co n v ictio n s known a s  the sy stem  

of v a lu es  i s  co m p osed  of m uch m o re  e le m e n ts . B ut the knowledge about 

our so c ie ty  I had at the tim e  of preparin g  the in terv iew  /1 9 7 8 /7 9 /  p e r ­

m itted  sk ipping so m e of them  a s being to  on ly  a s lig h t d eg ree  popular and 

thus of h ard ly  any s ig n if ica n ce  fo r  the a n a ly se s  planned. T hi s w as true  

p r im a r ily  of a l l  the b road ly  co n ceiv ed  fo rm s of s o c ia l  a c tiv ity  including  

a u th o rity . On the other hand the national ch a ra cter  o f the sam p le  made 

i t  im p o s s ib le  to build an in terv iew  e x ten s iv e  enough to co v er  se v e r a l  

v a r ia n ts  o f m e a su r em e n ts  of the s e t  o f v a lu e s  I decid ed  to take into  

accou nt.

B y  defin ing the p la ce  of the ch ild  am ong other v a lu es  and other sp h e ­

r e s  of life  I hope to  a n sw er the q u estio n  about what is  m ore  and what
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le s s  im portant for the population sa m p le  in te rv iew ed . T h is  can be done 

in two w a y s . T he p resen t ch apter i s  b a sed  on a m o re  d ir ec t  m ethod.

T he next one w h ich  w ill  d e sc r ib e  the p la ce  of the ch ild  in  the s e t  of 

other d e s ir a b le  o b jec ts  or  other sp h e re s  of r e a lity  w il l  draw on a m ore  

in d ir ec t m ethod.

T h e  d ir ec t  m ethod am ounts to  defin ing  resp o n d en ts ' p r e fe r e n c e s  on 

the fo llow in g  th r e e  p lanes:

a/  g e n e ra l v a lu e s  w hich in th is  r e s e a r c h  a s  w e ll a s  in  the in terv iew  

w ill  be o p era tio n a lized  a s  im portant fo r  a good and s u c c e s s fu l  life ;  

b / v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f the in stitu tio n  of m a rria g e;  

c /  a ltern a tiv e  m o d e ls  of l i f e  to  be p icked  by young c o u p le s .

A ll  th e se  p la n es inc lu de  ’ the ch ild ’ and w h atever  m ay  go w ith it, 

p e r ce iv e d  e ith er  a s one of the sp h e r e s  o f l ife  to be opted for on accou nt  

of it s  im p ortan ce  / a /  or a s  one of the a sp e c ts  of the in stitu tio n  of m a r ­

r ia g e  e ith er  conducive to m a r r ia g e  or not / b /  and f in a lly  a s  part o f the 

four d ifferen t p ro g ra m s of life  to  be su b scr ib ed to  by young co u p le s / c / .  

H aving defined  the p la ce  of the ch ild  in  th e se  th r e e  s e t s  I sh a ll  tr y  to  

s e e  i f  it s  p o sitio n  there  in an y  w ay a ffe c ts  or , to  be m o re  ca u tio u s, 

c o e x is ts  w ith  d efin ite  v a r ie t ie s  o f the attitude about the ch ild  d e sc r ib ed  

e a r l ie r .  T h is  lin e  o f a n a ly s is  i s  ex p ected  to en r ich  our know ledge about 

the stru c tu re  o f attitude about the ch ild  and t e l l  m o r e  about v a r io u s  s h a ­

d e s  of the co v a len cy  of the a ttitu d e .

T he ch ild ' am ong g e n e ra l v a lu e s . T he m a te r ia l in  th is  s e c t io n  of 

the rep o rt c o m e s  from  r e p lie s  to the fo llo w in g  q u estio n : 'E v e r y  m an  

i s  a n x io u s to a ch iev e  so m eth in g  in h is  l i f e .  W hat so m e  people  a r e  v e r y  

p a rticu la r  about o th ers  do not c a r e .  H ere  i s  a l i s t  of th ings p eop le  can  

se t  a high va lue a t . W ill you p le a se  ch o o se  th ree  of th em  w hich you 

c o n sid e r  im portant fo r  a good , s u c c e s s fu l  l i f e ' .

A s the ta b le s  dem on stra te  ' a  happy, s u c c e s s fu l  m a r ita l and p e r so n a l
29

l i f e ’ c le a r ly  b e c o m es to p p rio r ity  . T h is  value is  not d ifferen tia ted  by 

29
S .N ow ak , P rzek o n a n ie  i  o d czu c ie  w sp ó łc z e sn y c h  ^C on victions and 

fe e lin g s  o f our contem p oraric-sj in: Polaków  p o r tre t w ła sn y  ^ P o le s '  
S e lf-P o r tra itjjW y d a w n ic tw o  L ite r a c k ie , K raków 19 7 9 .
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an y  v a r ia b le . A s  m any a s  65 per cent o f the population , ir r e sp e c t iv e  

of a g e , s e x , education , background e tc .  sa y  it  is  im portant. What 

th is  im p lie s  is  that it  i s  th e se  ob jec ts  w h ich  m ake p o s s ib le  the r e a l i ­

za tion  of su ch  p r io r it ie s  that stand .the b e s t  chance fo r  becom in g po­

p u la r . T h is  indeed i s  the c a s e .  T he need  for  a su c c e s s fu l  p erso n a l and 

fa m ily  life  is  accom p anied  by a som ew h at l e s s  popular need  for afflu en ­

ce and good m a ter ia l standard and - th ird  on the popularity  s c a le  - 

the need  fo r  having and r ea r in g  ch ild ren . In addition ch ild ren  and p e r ­

so n a l l ife  are  m o st com m on ly  reg a rd ed  a s  a so u rc e  of sa t is fa c t ip n -  

unlike the m a ter ia l stan dard  w hich w as tick ed  only by 8 .8  per cen t of 

the population . T h e se  th ree  m o st popular va lu es bring to  m ind the  

notion  of ’ petty s ta b iliz a t io n ’ and b ou rg eo is  id e a ls . On the opp osite  

p ole  th ere  a r e  th o se  v a lu es w hich provide no d ir ec t se n se  of s e c u r ity ,  

do not o rg a n ize  life  and so m e tim e s  req u ire  m aking r e la tio n sh ip s  w ith  

people  fro m  o u ts id e  the narrow  fa m ily  c ir c le  or ev en  going into too  

m uch tro u b le . T h is  group of v a lu es  in c lu d es: an in te r e st in g  job which  

g iv e s  sa t is fa c t io n , independent fra m e of m ind , prom otion  in l if e ,  w ork  

fo r  o th e r s , education  and k n ow led ge. It i s  in te r e st in g  to  s e e  that en jo ­

ym en t of l ife  i s  m ore  popular than for exam ple prom otion . It se e m s  

that the group of v a lu es  w hich g ive  the s e n s e  of s e c u r ity  can include  

th e  need  for fr ie n d s , i e .  p eop le  w e ll-d is p o se d  to  the resp o n d en t. T h is  

n eed  i s  qu ite popular - it  w as d ec la red  by a lm o st  40 per cen t o f the 

sa m p le  - and a ls o  u n iv e r sa l fo r  it  is  fe lt  m o st stron g ly  by devoted  

c a th o lic s  / t a b le s  4 0 - 4 3 / .

H ow ever the p ictu re  sk etch ed  h e r e  i s  not a s  m onolith ic  a s  it  

s e e m s .  A c lo s e r  look at the ta b le s  r e v e a ls  that the m o st popular 

sy n d rom e of the ’ petty  s ta b iliz a t io n 'in  the fa m ily  ap p ea rs m o st co m ­

m only am ong p e r so n s  w ith r e la t iv e ly  lo w er  education / th e  option

'h a v in g  c h ild re n ’ s ta r ts  to be dropped from  the s e t  of th ree  m o st im ­

portant v a lu e s  a fter  in co m p lete  p r im a r y  e d u c a tio n /, deep r e lig io u sn e s s ,  

m o re  advanced age /o r  an age o f p ro crea tio n  p e a k /, lo w er  s o c io -o c c u ­

pational p o sition  of the resp o n d en t’ s  fa th er . A cco rd in g ly , m ore  a ctive
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higher 
significance 

test 
~

 
elem

. 
voc. 

second. 
voc. 

gen. 
second. 

h
ig

h
er

v
alu

es; 
° 

“

1. 
successful 67.8 

64.4 
88.0 

66.7 
64.1 

61.4 
77.4 

73.6 
67.0 

Insignificant
p

riv
ate

life

2. 
affluence 

74.1 
65.0 

60.2 
57.8 

56.5 
51.9 

52.8 
52.8 

40.5 
Jt2 

-4
2

.3
5

 
p

<
0

.0
0

l

3. 
ch

ild
ren

' a 
_

up-brlnglng 
61.5 

46.5 
41.0 

40.2 
44.8 

46.8 
43.4 

45.3 
46.4 

jt 
-1

7
.2

0
 

p 
<

0
.0

0
2

4. 
friends 

39.9 
37.9 

36,0 
41.2 

40.2 
44.9 

37.7 
28.3 

32.1 
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slp
ilflcan

t

5. 
In

terestin
g

 
Job 

w
hich

give. 
8

a* 
17.8 

27.8 
30.4 

38.2 
34.0 

28.5 
34.0 

28.3 
38.3 
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22,17 
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.0
.0

0
3

tlsfactlo
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6. 
enjoym

ent
of 

life 
11.2 

17.8 
21.7 

19.6 
14.4 

19.0 
11.5 

17*0 
8.3 

jc 
-14.54 

p 
- 

0
.0

6

7. 
Independent 
fram

e 
of.

m
ind 

6.3 
10.8 

11.8 
16.7 

12.7 
17.1 

18.9 
18.9 

21.4 
* 

- 
21.89 

p
- 

0
.0

0
5

&. 
prom

otion 
7,0 

11.0 
14.3 

8.8 
0.8 

8.2 
11.3 

9.4 
13. 

3 
in

sig
n

ifican
t

8. 
w

ork 
fo

r
others 

0.4 
10. 

7 
8.7 

5.9 
8,2 

13.9 
3.8 

11.3 13.1 
Insignificant

>0, 
education,
know

ledge 
5,6 

7.6 
6.2 

4.9 
15.4 

7.6 
3.4 

15.1 
17.9 

at 
- 

33.36 
p

*
0

.0
0

1
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40. 
The 

child 
am

ong 
general 

values 
according 

to 
education
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T a b le  41 . T h e  c h ild  a m o n g  g e n e ra l  v a lu e s  a c c o rd in g  to  in te n s i ty  o f r e l ig io u s  b e lie fe  

/ p e r c e n ta g e /*

P r e f e r r e d
g e n e ra l
v a lu e s ;

In te n s ity  o f r e l ig io u s  b e lie f s

% n o n -b e ­
l i e v e r

b e l ie v e r  
n o t go ing  
to  c h u rc h

b e l ie v e r  
go ing  to  
c h u rc h

s ig n if ic a n c e
2

s
te s t

I

1 . s u c c e s s fu l
p r iv a te
l i f e 6 5 .6 6 0 .5 6 5 .5 6 6 .0 in s ig n if ic a n t

2 . a ff lu e n c e 6 0 .7 5 3 .5 6 3 .3 6 0 .2 "

3 . c h i l d r e n 's  
u p - b r in g in g 4 6 .5 3 4 .9 3 7 .8 5 0 .4 X  " 2 7 .  OS p  < 0 .0 0 1

4. f r ie n d s 3 8 .6 3 0 .2 3 5 .4 4 0 .5 X 2  " 6 . 6 2  p -  0 .0 3

5. In te r e s t in g  
jo b  w h ich  
g iv e s
s a t i s f a c t io n 29^5 3 8 .4 3 2 .3 2 7 . S Jt2 ■ R. 87 p -  0 .0 3

6. en jo y m e n t 
o f  l ife 1 6 .7 2 7 .9 1 8 .8 1 5 .1 X 2  -  11 .31 p  ·  0 . 003

7. in d e p e n d e n t 
f r a m e  o f m in d 1 2 .6 1 7 .4 1 4 .4 1 1 .7 in  s i  g n lf lc a n t

8. p ro m o tio n 1 0 .5 1 0 .5 1 0 .7 1 0 .0 in s ig n if ic a n t

9 . w o rk  fo r  
o th e r s 9 .8 1 2 .8 9 .4 1 0 .0 in s i  g n lf lc a n t

10. e d u c a tio n ,
know ledge 9 .1 1 4 .0 1 2 . i 7 .7 Λ 2 ·  1 2 .6 7 p  C  0 . OOi

*  In d iv id u a l c a te g o r ie s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  In  t e r m s  o f  I n te n s i t y

o f r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f e  in c lu d e  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f r e s p o n d e n ts  w ho o p ted  

fo r  a  g iv en  v a lu e

rcin.org.pl
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p
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49.2 
82.7 

87.3 
08. 

71.3 
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63.4 
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66.4 
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n
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80,7 
59.8 

55.8 
61.3 

61.8 
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n
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3. 
children* s
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43.9 
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1
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0

1
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.S 
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9.6 
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t
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21.3 

13.1 
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7.1 
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12.0 
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8.2 

*
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- 
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0
.0

5
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w
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a ttitu d es to  l ife  a r e  a ccom p an ied  by h ig h er  education , low er r e l ig io ­

u s n e s s ,  younger a g e , h igh er  so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s it io n  of the fa th er .

T o put it  prop erly  that i s  a cco rd in g  to the d ir ec tio n  of c a u sa tiv e  in te r ­

d ep en d en cies I s h a ll  sa y  that the a n a ly sed  s o c ia l  g o a ls  go  w ith  a m o re  

a c tiv e  attitude to  l i f e .  In the syn drom e o f a c t iv e  a ttitude to  l ife  no need  

for  prom otion  and high rank  h as been  o b ser v e d . T h is  need  is  p o s it iv e ly  

c o rr e la te d  w ith  young a g e . It app eared  h ow ever  that it  i s  a ls o  c o r r e la te d  

w ith r u r a l background and su b jec tiv e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f m a ter ia l stan dard .

T he next two ta b le s  sh o w in g  P e a r s o n ’ s  c o r r e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  r 

w ith s ig n if ica n ce  p = 0 .001 d em o n stra te  that the t ie s  both w ith in  the two  

sy n d ro m es d istin g u ish ed  h e r e  - ' petty  s ta b iliz a t io n  in  the fa m ily ’ and 

’ a c tiv e  attitude to l ife '  -  a s  w e l l  a s  the v a lu es chogen  by the r e s p o n ­

dents w ith v a r ia b le s  defin ing  so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s it io n  a r e  c o m p a ra ti-
.3 0  

v e ly  w eak .

T he m a tr ix  of c o rr e la tio n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  d e m o n stra te s  that the hyp othe­

s i s  about the tendency of ch o sen  v a lu e s  to  a r ra n g e  th e m se lv e s  in  two  

sy n d ro m es w a s r ig h t. T h e  se c o n d  sy n d ro m e sh o w s m o r e  c o n s is te n c y .

T he syn drom e w hich in the f i r s t  v e r s io n  defined  s u c c e s s  in  l ife  through  

s u c c e s s  in p e r so n a l l if e ,  having ch ild ren  and a fflu en ce  i s  b ased  c h ie f ly  

on in terre la ted  c h o ic e s  of happy p e r so n a l l ife  and having c h ild ren . It 

m ark s 4 6 .5  per cen t of the population q u estio n ed .

Can any new ligh t be throw n on th e se  fin d in g s b y  a  fa c to r  a n a ly s is  

of v a r ia b le s  defin ing w hat the r esp o n d en ts think about con d ition s of 

su c c e s s  in  life ?  T he r e s u lt s  produced  th ree  fa c to r s ,  th ree  p ro g ra m s  

of l ife  or th ree  o r ien ta tio n s: p r o - s o c ia l,  o r ien ta tio n  to a  sp ec ta cu la r

s u c c e s s ,  o r ien ta tio n  to  s e l f - fu l  f ilm e n t through know ledge and w ork .
31

H ere  a r e  the com ponents o f ea ch  of th e se  fa c to r s:

30 C f. footnote  29
31

F a c to r  load s a r e  g iv en  in  brtackets.
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T ab le  4 4 . P e r s o n 's  co rr e la tio n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  r  of p r e fer re d  v a lu es  

and so c lo  - occu pationa l p o sitio n  /p  = 0 .0 0 1 /

91

p r e fe r r e d  
g en era l v a lu e s  :

1 . s u c c e s s fu l
p erso n a l
l ife

2 . affluence

3. ch ldren

4 . fr ien d s

5. In terestin g
job

6. enjoym ent 
of l ife

7 . Independent 
fram e o f  
m ind

8. p rom otion

9 . w ork  for  
o th ers

1 0 . education ,
know ledge

fa c to r s  o f so c lo -o cc u p a tlo n a l position

education  
by num ber  
of sch o o l  
yearn

- 0 .1 4

0 .0 8

0 . 09

0 . 09

o ccu p a ­
tio n a l
by

p r e st ig e

- 0 .1 1

-0 .0 9

0 .1 0

m ean
Incom e

- 0 .0 7

0 .0 7

fa th er ’ s 
s o c lo -o c c u ­
patlonal 

group

-0 . 05 

- 0 .0 5

0 . 12

0 .0 9

rcin.org.pl



_ 
. 

. 
. 

personal 
A

ffluence 
C

hildren 
trlenda 

W
ork 

Snjoym
ent 

Independent 
P

rom
otion 

W
ork 

for 
E

ducation 
and 

valued 
gCn 

Hie 
of 

life 
m

ind 
other. 

know
ledge

1. 
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life

2. 
affluence 

-0
.1

1

3. 
children 

0 
-0

.1
4

4. 
frlenda 

-0.16 
-0.30 

-0
.1

2

5. 
In

terestin
g

job 
-0.14 

-0.14 
-0.22 

-0
.1

3

8. 
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life 
-0.18 

0 
-0.25 

-0.17 
-0

.1
2
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-0.17 
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-0.15 
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-0.06 
-0
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-0.18 
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-0.08 
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-0

.0
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-0.13 
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p r o -s o c ia l

or ien tation

fr ien d s / 0 .6 2 /

w ork  for
o th ers / 0 .4 2 /

independent
fr a m e  of m ind / 0 .4 9 /

sp e c ta c u la r

su c c e s s

se lf - fu lf i lm e n t

orientation

prom otion  and knowledge and
high post / 0 .5 5 /  education  '0 .3 2 /

enjoym ent 
of l ife / 0 .6 1 /

in terestin g
job / 0 .7 8 /

-  s u c c e s s fu l  
p erso n a l
l ife  / - 0 . 4 2 /

-  a fflu en ce  / - 0 . 6 2 /

-  s u c c e s s fu l  
p erso n a l
life  / - 0 . 5 6 /

-c h ild r e n  / - 0 . 3 3 /

-ch ild ren /  - 0 .6 6 /

It h as to  be em p h a sized  that the secon d  and third  fa c to r  are  c lo s e ly  

and n e g a tiv e ly  r e la ted  w ith  the need fo r  having and rea r in g  ch ild ren .

T he r e s u lt s  o f ta b le  45 and the r e s u lt s  o f fa c to r  a n a ly s is  su g g es ts  r e ­

ex a m in ation  of the p o s itio n  of fr ie n d s on the s c a le  o f va lu es im portant 

in l i f e .  F r ie n d s  a r e  one of the e le m en ts  of attitude w hich I propose to  

nam e p r o so c ia l.  T h is  kind of a ttitude i s  not n eg a tiv e ly  a ffected  by having  

and r ea r in g  c h ild re n . B ut th ere  i s  no room  for ch ild ren  in  the attitude  

o r ien ted  to a sp ec ta cu la r  s u c c e s s  and s e lf - fu lf ilm e n t .

T he a rra n g em en t of fa c to r s  i s  id e n tica l for m en  and wom en; which  

is  not to sa y  that the s e x e s  do not d iffer  in  th e ir  c h o ic e s . Thus wom en  

g iv e  s ig n ifica n t p r e fer en ce  to s u c c e s s fu l  p erso n a l l ife  or  c h ild r e n . Men 

m o re  o ften  than w om en s tr iv e  fo r  prom otion , a fflu en ce , in te re stin g  job  

w h ich  g iv e s  sa t is fa c t io n .

It i s  t im e  now to s e e  to  what ex ten t th is  sy s te m  of p r e fe r e n c e s  finds  

corro b o ra tio n  in .fu r th e r  m a te r ia l.

T he ch ild  a s an a ttrib ute  of the in stitu tio n  of m a rr ia g e .

T he r ea liz a t io n  of the need fo r  p etty  sta b iliza tio n  in  the fa m ily  o c cu rs  in
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our cu lture  w ith in  the in stitu tion  of m a r r ia g e . T he data show  that for  

the m a jo rity  of P o le s  m a r r ia g e  i s  g e n e r a lly  subordinated  to th is  end and 

the fa c t of having and rea r in g  ch ild ren  p lays a su b sta n tia l r o le  in  ach iev in g  

i t .  What a cco m p a n ies th is  key function  of the ch ild  i s  the q u estio n  I sought 

to a n sw er by g a th erin g  op in ion s about the m o st im portant a sp e c ts  -  or  

advan tages -  of m a r r ia g e . T he resp o n d en ts w ere  asked: W hat do you  

think a r e  the advan tages of m a r r ia g e  / the resp o n d en ts had th ree  options  

to  ch o o se  f r o m / .  H ere  a re  the proportions obtained:

94

p ercen tage

1. m a r r ia g e  m ak es having and rea r in g

ch ild ren  p o s s ib le  5 8 .1

2 . m a k es m a te r ia l s u c c e s s  p o s s ib le  5 5 .9

3. s e c u r e s  a s s is ta n c e  in  need  4 8 .5

4 . g r a t if ie s  need  fo r  lo v e  36 . 0

5 . m a k es ev ery d a y  p ro b lem s e a s ie r  to so lv e  3 4 .9

6 . s e c u r e s  reg u la r  s e x  2 9 .2

7 . a llo w s  for the sh a r in g  of in te r e s ts  2 8 .7

In the group o f  v a lu e s  w hich m a r r ia g e  s l lo w s  to  r e a l iz e  the p o p u la r i­

ty  o f 'm a te r ia l  s u c c e s s '  i s  s im ila r  to  'h a v in g  c h ild re n ’ . A s w i l l  be 

se e n  from  the c o r r e la t io n  a n a ly s is  th e se  v a lu es  a re  m utually  e x c lu s iv e  to  

a v e r y  sm a ll d e g r e e . A t any ra te  the h igh p o p u larity  o f the ch ild  does  

not change in  groups d ifferen tia ted  by education , a g e , p la ce  of r e s id e n c e  

and s o c ia l  background. O nly d eep ly  r e lig io u s  p e r so n s  s e e  the c r u c ia l a d ­

vantage of m a r r ia g e  in  the opportunity of having c h ild re n  /6 0  per cent; 

4 5 .2  per cen t o f th is  group w e r e  n o n - b e lie v e r s / .

T he m a te r ia l s u c c e s s  option  h a s  s im ila r  c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  It is  

eq u a lly  often  w anted by p e r so n s w ith  d iffe re n t so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o s it io n s ,  

liv in g  in  tow ns and v i l la g e s ,  young and o ld . O nly staunch  b e lie v e r s  / 5 7 .6  

per cen t a g a in st 3 2 .1  per c en t  o f  non b e l ie v e r s /  and th o se  w ith  fa r m e r -  

fa th e r s /6 0 .8  per cen t a g a in st 46 p er  cen t w ith  w h ite -c o lla r  fa th e rs  w ith  

h igh er  ed u ca tio n /sh o w  m o r e  p r o n e n e ss  to  m a te r ia l a c c e s s .

T he fo llow in g  a sp e c ts  of m a r r ia g e , w hich can  be defined  a s  in te r -  

r e a c t iv e  a r e  m uch l e s s  popular: sh a rin g  of in t e r e s t s ,  s e x ,  g r a tifica n tio n
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of the need fo r  lo v e . It is  hard to judge the s ig n ifica n ce  o f lack  of 

a ffilia tio n  needs o r , m o re  broadly  sp eak in g , em otion a l n e e d s . A t any  

ra te  in  th is  a rra n g em en t having ch ild ren  app ears to be one of the three  

e le m en ts  w h ich  g iv e  the se n s e  of s e c u r ity  in  l if e .  W here the a ffilia tiv e  

a sp e c ts  of m a r r ia g e  a re  ch o sen  th ey  a re  com bined thus g ra tifica tio n  

of the need  for lo v e  g o e s  w ith h igh er  education , younger a ge , h igher  

so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l p o sitio n  of the resp o n d en t’ s fa th er . S im i la r ly ,  m a r ­

r ia g e  ten d s to  be s e e n  a s  an opportunity of sh arin g  in te r e s ts  by younger  

p eo p le . T h e se  fin d in gs sound o p tim istic : a c er ta in  chance opens up for  

the ch ild  to  occupy high p o sitio n  in m a r r ia g e . A com panion phenom enon  

is  a l e s s  tra d itio n a l sy n d rom e of fe a tu r e s ,

I have a ls o  n o ticed  a s lig h t s ig n a l o f the sp h ere  of s e x  l ife  breaking  

aw ay from  the in stitu tio n  o f m a r r ia g e . T h is  is  how one m ay v iew  the 

fa c t that fo r  p erso n s w ith  r e la t iv e ly  h ig h est education  and p erso n s from  

fa m ilie s  w ith high s o c io -o c c u p a t io n a l  sta tu s m a rr ia g e  i s  r a r e ly  seen  

a s f ir s t  and fo r e m o st  an opportunity for  reg u la r  s e x  l ife .  Another in te r ­

preta tio n  i s  su g g ested  by the r e s u lt  in  w hich keeping s e x  w ithin m a r ita l bo 

i s  l e s s  im portant fo r  b e lie v e r s  who go to church /2 5 .8  per c e n t/ than for  

n o n -b e lie v e r s  / 4 7 ,6  per c e n t / . It s e e m s  th e r e fo r e  that the lib eration  of 

the sp h ere  of s e x  from  the con fin es of m a rria g e  i s  a long w ay off and it  

w ill  take t im e  b efo re  th is  a sp ec t  of l if e  s to p s  being pushed to  the sub- 

con s c io u s .

T he m a tr ix  o f co rr e la tio n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  in  tab le 46 in d ica tes  that so m e  

fe a tu re s  o f m a r r ia g e  ch o sen  by the resp o n d en ts a re  m utually ex c lu s iv e :  

'a s s i s t a n c e  in  need ' p rec lu d es 'm a r ita l  s u c c e s s ' ,  'sh a r in g  of in te r e s ts '  

p r e c lu d es  'c h ild r e n ' ,  'g r a t if ic a t io n  of need for lo v e ’ p rec lu d es fa c il i ta ­

tion  of g e ttin g  ov er  every d a y  problem s . T he b est sy n ch ron ized  p a irs are  

m a te r ia l s u c c e s s  and jo in t so lv in g  of p r o b le m s. T h e se  advantages of 

m a r r ia g e  a re  nam ed by 35 p er  cen t of the so c ie ty  / i n  1 9 7 9 /.

T he arra n g em en t p r e se n ted  above has been  confirm ed  by factor

a n a ly s is  w h ich  a llo w s  to d istin g u ish  two v iew s  on m a r r ia g e  or  two fa c to rs
32

p ra gm atic  and in  ter  creative.

32
F a c to r  lo a d s a re  g iven  in b ra ck e ts .
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T able  4 6 . T he m a tr ix  o f P e a r so n ’s  r  c o rr e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  of 
v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f m a r r ia g e .

M a ter­ A s s i s ­ R egu­ Children S haring (grati­ A s s i s ­

A dvantages  
o f m a r r ia g e :

ia l
s u c c e s s

tance  
In need

la r
se x
life

of
In te ­
r e s t

f i c a ­
tion
of
need
fo r
lo v e

tance
in
so lv in g
e v e r y ­
day
p r o b ­
le m s

1 . m a ter ia l
s u c c e s s

2: a s s is ta n c e
In need -0 .3 1

3. r eg u la r
s e x -0 .1 2 - 0 .2 6
life

4 . ch ild ren -0 .1 2 -0 .0 5 -0 .1 6 r

5. sh a r in g  of 
In ter es ts -0 .1 3 - 0 .0 7 - 0 .1 2 - 0 .3 2 -

6 . g r a t if ic a ­
tion  of -0 .2 5 - 0 .0 8 -0 . 09 - 0 .0 6 -0 .1 2
need for
love

7. a s s is ta n c e
In so lv in g -0 .0 1 - 0 .1 9 -0 .0 9 - 0 .2 0 -0 .1 0 - 0 .3 2 -
everyday
p ro b lem s
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P ra g m a tic  fa c to r  In terrea c tiv e  factor

m a rr ia g e  m ak es m a te r ia l m a rr ia g e  m ak es sh aring
s u c c e s s  e a s ie r  0 .6 5  of in te r e s ts  p o ss ib le  0 .7 9

m a rr ia g e  s o lv e s  m any
ev ery d a y  p ro b lem s 0 .5 5

m a rr ia g e  p ro v id es m a rria g e  m a k es having
. . , _ „„ ch ild ren  o o s s ib le  -  0 .7 8a s s is ta n c e  m  n eed  - 0 . 62

m a rr ia g e  g r a t if ie s
need  fo r  love  - 0 . 53

T w o m a tte r s  s e e m  to  d e se r v e  in te r e s t  h ere: one -  the fa c t that 

in the f ir s t  fa c to r  the ch ild  fun ctions a s  i f  outsid e it s  bounds and is  

not accom p an ied  by, fo r  in sta n ce , g r a tif ica tio n  o f need  fo r  love; two - 

that the p ercep tio n  of the ch ild  rem a in s  o u tsid e  the sp h ere  of in te r r e a ­

c tion . T h is  is  how I w ould understand  the opp osition  betw een  the func­

tio n s  of two com ponents o f the seco n d  fa c to r .

A s can  be s e e n  from  th is  paragraph the a n a ly s is  o f the c o r r e la te s  

o f the ch o ice  o f the c h ie f advantage of m a rr ia g e  in trod u ces nothing new. 

T ab le  47 is  intended m a in ly  to ind icate  that the h ie ra r ch y  o f se le c te d  

v a lu es  i s  id e n tica l w ith  the resp o n d en ts' s e le c t io n  of th ree  m ore p o sitiv e  

a sp e c ts  o f m a r r ia g e .

A ltern a tiv e  m o d e ls  o f l ife  recom m en ded- for  young coup les  

T he su r v e y  of p r e fe r e n c e s  regard in g  the m o d e l of life  s e e m s  to  be a 

resu lta n t of the v iew  on w hich v a lu es a r e  m ore  and w hich  a re  le s s  

im portant in  l ife  and op in ion s on w hich  can be s a t is f ie d  through m a r r ia ­

g e . It i s  a ls o  a d ec la ra tio n  about the b e s t  w ay of r e a liz in g  th e se  needs  

and d e s ir e s .

T he resp o n d en ts w ere  ask ed  to a n sw er the fo llow in g  qu estion : H ere  

a re  four young co u p les and th e ir  fa m ily  p la n s. T h e ir  liv in g  conditions are  

poor, th ey  have ju s t  sta r ted  to ea rn  th e ir  liv in g  and th e ir  w ages a re  sm a  

W ill you p le a se  ch o o se  the couple  w h ose p r io r it ie s  you co n sid e r  to  be the 

b est?

1. M aria  and A n drzej w ant f ir s t  to s e c u r e  the b est m a te r ia l conditions  

and a f la t  of th e ir  own b efore  dec id in g  to  have a ch ild  /r a t io n a l m odel
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T a b le  4 7 . What Is b e s t  In m a r r ia g e  a cco rd in g  to  so c lo  -occu p a tio n a l  
groups /  p ercen ta g e  /

-What i s  best 
In m a r r ia g e  :

fa r m e r U n sk il­
led
w orker

S k illed
w orker

W hite -
c o lla r
without
high er
educ.

W hite-
c o lla r
w ith
high er
educ.

COcoCOT—i&

1 . having  
ch ild ren 2 7 .0 2 2 .3 2 7 .6 33. 5 2 6 .2 28 . 8

2 . help ing  
hand In 
n eed 1 8 .1 18. 7 1 9 .0 1 9 .3 2 6 .2 1 9 .5

3. m a k es  
m a ter ia l  
su c c e s s  
com e  
e a s ie r

2 3 .3 2 8 .5 . 2 0 .1 15. 8 7 .5 1 9 .5

4 . g r a tif ie s  
n eed  for  
lo v e

1 1 .6 1 0 .4 1 3 .4 13 . 3 2 3 .4 1 3 .2

5 . m a k es for  
e a s ie r  
so lv in g  of 
p ro b lem s

1 1 .2 9. 8 7 .7 8. 6 5 .6 8 .9

6. reg u la r  
se x  
life

3 .7 4 .1 6 .5 5 .1 5 .6 5 .1

7. sh a rin g  of 
In ter es ts 5 .1 6 .2 4 .7 4 .0 5 .6 4 .8
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2 . Anka. and R om an want to  enjoy being togeth er  in  the f ir s t  y e a r s  of 

m a r r ia g e , to  go to  en terta in m en ts and indulge in  p le a su r e s  before  

decid in g  to have a ch ild  /a m u se m e n t-o r ie n te d  m o d e l/;

3 . E w a and Zygm unt have in te re stin g  jo b s w hich th ey  lik e  and they  

want to m ake p r o fe ss io n a l c a r e e r s  b efo re  having a ch ild  / s e l f - f u l f i l ­

m ent m o d e l/;

4 . B arb a ra  and M ich a ł ^consider having and rea r in g  ch ild ren  a s  one of 

the m o st im portant g o a ls  of m a rr ia g e  and a r e  determ in ed  to  have

a ch ild  r ig h t aw ay  /  tra d itio n a l m o d e l / .

The options g iv en  by the resp on d en ts and th e ir  so c io -d em o g ra p h ic  

c la s s if ic a t io n  a r e  show n in  tab le  48 , 49 , 50 .

T he m o d els  inclu de e lem en ts  conducive to  or co m p etitiv e  w ith  

having c h ild r e n . T he la tter  a r e  inclu ded  in  the f i r s t  th ree  m o d e ls . The  

ra tio n a l m o d el w h ich  m a k es the d e c is io n  to  have ch ild ren  contingent on 

the a ch iev em en t of a d ecen t m a ter ia l liv in g  stan dard  h as been  m ost 

p opular, m o re  popular than the tra d itio n a l m o d e l in  w hich the sp o u ses  

d ecid e  to  have a ch ild  as so o n  as p o ss ib le  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f th e ir  m a ter ia l  

stan d ard . T h is  s e e m s  v e r y  sy m p to m a tic  in  a  population  in  w hich 96 per  

cen t o f resp o n d en ts d e sc r ib e  th e m se lv e s  a s  c a th o lic s , that i s  people  

o b lig ed  to  o b se r v e  p ro h ib itive  r u le s  about b irth  co n tr o l. In te r m s of 

th e ir  sc o p e  the a m u sem e n t-o r ie n te d  and se lf - fu lf ilm e n t  m o d e ls  do not 

com pete  w ith  the tra d itio n a l and r a tio n a l o n e s . It i s  the fo rm er  two 

m o d e ls  w h ich  conta in  e le m en ts  c le a r ly  co m p etitiv e  for ch ild ren .

T he a d v o ca tes o f the a m u sem en t -o r ie n te d  m o d e l a r e  m o stly  the  

people  w ith  the h ig h est education  and r e la t iv e ly  h ig h est in c o m e s , liv ing  

in  b ig g er  con u rb ation s, w ith  w h ite -c o lla r  back-groun d , aged  2 0 -3 0 , 

m o st often  n o n -b e lie v e r s .

T h o se  w ho en d o rse  se lf - fu lf ilm e n t  of young co u p les through work  

or p r o fe ss io n a l c a r e e r  have low er education , low er  in c o m e s , a re  w h ite -  

-c o lla r  w o rk ers  born ra th er  in  the countryside  and s t i l l  liv in g  th ere  or in  

towns w ith  population ov er  1 0 0 .0 0 0 .

The tra d itio n a l option i s  c o r r e la te d  w ith  the lo w e st  le v e l  o f  educa-
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T ab le  48 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  o f behaviour and resp o n d en t’ s 

education

IVTodels of 
behaviour

%
N =1928

A v era g e  num ber  
of sch o o l  

y e  ars

Standard
deviation

1 . ra tion a l 45, 9 8. 9 2 .3

2 . a m u sem en t -  
-orlen ted 1 6 .4 9. 3 2 .8

3 . se lf - fu lf ilm e n t  
.o rien ted 7 .5 9. 0 3 .3

4 . trad ition a l 3 0 .2 8 .5 2 .9

F  = 6 .4 1

p < 1 0 ,0 0 1
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T a b le  49 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  of behaviour and r esp o n d en t's fa m ily  
Incom e p er  cap ita

M odels of behaviour : P ercen tag e  
N = 1928

A verage 
Incom e 
p e r  cap ita  

In zl

S tandard
deviation

1 . ra tio n a l 4 5 .9 2 3 7 7 .5 1 1 6 3 .0

2. a m u se m e n t- 
-o r ien te d 1 6 .4 2 5 7 7 .0 1 2 6 3 .4

3. se lf-fu lfilm e n t - 
-o rlen ted 7 .4 2 4 6 5 .0 1 4 1 6 .8

4 . tra d it io n a l 30. 2 2 2 6 5 .0 1 0 7 3 .2

F =  3 .5 2

p = 0.01

rcin.org.pl



102

T ab le  50 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  of behaviour and resp o n d en t’ s  age

/p e r c e n ta g e /

' M odels o f  behaviour

Age ra tion a l a m u sem en t-
-o r len ted

s e l f - f u l ­
f ilm e n t -  
o r le  nted

tra d itio n a l

16 -1 9 4 7 .5 3 1 .1 8 .2 13 . 1

2 0 -2 4 4 6 .9 23 . 0 7 .1 23 . 0

2 5 -2 9 5 3 .8 19 . 7 5 . 3 2 1 .2

3 0 -3 4 5 1 .6 13. 1 3 .3 32. 0

35 -3 9 4 4 .6 1 3 .4 6 .4 35 . 7

4 0 -4 4 4 5 .5 1 2 .2 10. 3 3 2 .1

4 5 -4 9 46 . 8 12. 0 8 .3 3 2 .9

50 -5 9 4 1 .0 1 4 .6 9 .2 3 5 .2

60 and m ore 3 9 .6 9. 0 7 .2 4 4 .1

X 2 = 7 8 .1 3 ; p <^0. 001
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T ab le  51. P r e fe r r e d  gen era l v a lu es  and p r e fer re d  m o d els  o f  

behaviour /p e r c e n ta g e /

P re fer re d  m o d e ls of behaviour

p r e fe r r e d  g e ­
n e r a l v a lu e s

ra tio n a l am usem ent
or ien ted

- s e l f -  
fu l ­
f ilm en t  
o rien ted

tra d itio n ­
a l

s ig n if i ­
cance

te s t

1. s u c c e s s fu l  
p e r so n a l  
l ife

4 5 .9 1 6 .4 7 .5 3 0 .2

68 . 8 63 . 3 4 4 .4 6 7 .1 j£2 =33. 84
p < 0 . 001

2 . a fflu en ce 6 4 .4 62. 3 5 1 .4 5 6 .6 U£2 = 1 4 .0 0  
p CO. 001

3 . c h ild re n ’ s 
upbringing

4 3 .2 3 1 .0 - 3 3 .3 63. 3 .χ2 =110. 54
p < 0 . 001

4 . fr ien d s 4 7 .9 3 8 .6 3 5 .4 4 0 .4 in s ig n i­
fican t

5 . In terestin g  
job w hich  
g iv e s  s a t i s ­
faction

30 . 1 30. 7 4 2 .4 2 4 .4 jx2 =18. 99
p < 0 .0 0 1

6. enjoym en t 
o f l ife

1 5 .8 29 . 7 1 8 .8 10. 7 J£2 =54. 53 
p 4:0. 001

7. Independent 
fr a m e  o f  
m ind

1 1 .9

1 1 .2

13. 6 1 5 .3

»

1 2 .6 In sig n i­
ficant

2 „„ „„8. prom otion 12. 0 2 0 .1 6 . 0 ■X =27.99
p < 0 . 001

.9. w ork  for  
oth ers 7 .7 7 .0 19 .1 1 2 .4

_χ2 =26. 71 
p CO. 001

10. education  
know ledge

9. 0 1 1 .1 1 8 .8 5 .7 jc2 =25. 94 
pC O .001
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t io n , lo w e s t in c o m e , d eep  r e l ig io u n s n e s s ,  lo w e r  s o c ia l  s t a tu s ,  r e s id e n c e  

in  s m a l le r  lo c a l i t i e s ,  m o s t ly  v i l la g e s ,  and  a g ed  35 an d  m o r e .  B e s t  

p a r t  o f r e s p o n d e n ts  w ho tic k e d  th is  m o d e l a r e  f a r m e r s  o r  u n s k il le d  

w o r k e r s .

T he ra tion a l m o d e l is  c o r r e la te d  w ith  m e a n  v a lu e s  of a l l  th e  d e ­

pendent v a r ia b le s  a p p lie d  s im ila r ly  a s  in  the p re v io u s  fo u r  c a s e s .  T h is  

fa c t is  u n exp ected ly  co rro b o ra ted  in P e a r s o n 's  c o e f f i c ie n ts r  fo r  th e  

advantages of m a rria g e  in each  of the fo u r  m o d e ls  s e p a r a te ly .  T h e  m a ­

tr ix  for the ra tio n a l m o d e l app eared  to  be id e n tica l w ith the m a tr ix  for  

the e n tire  sa m p le .

T he r a tio n a l behaviour m o d el recom m en d ed  for young co u p le s t e l l s  

how to a ch iev e  the m o st d e s ir a b le  va lue  for  a l l  P o le s :  s u c c e s s fu l  p e r ­

so n a l l if e ,  a fflu en ce  / r e la t iv e /  and c h ild ren . T he rem a in in g  th ree  are  

not able to guarantee  the fu lfilm en t of th o se  m o st popular n eed s / s e e  

t a b .5 1 / .

How com m on th is  reco m m en d a tio n  i s  in  groups of p e r so n s about 

to take su ch  su b sta n tia l l if e  d e c is io n s  w il l  be i llu s tr a te d  through a com ­

p a r iso n  of proportions of ind iv idu al l ife  m o d e ls  in  the e n tire  sa m p le  

w ith  s im ila r  proportions in  the group of p e r so n s  m a r r ied  l e s s  than 15 

y e a rs  and young un m arried  p e r so n s .

T ab le  5 2 . P o p u la r ity  o f m o d e ls  of behaviour by d em ograp h ic  c a te g o r ie s  

/p e r c e n ta g e /

iM od els of 
'behaviour :

E ntire
sa m p le

Couples 
m a r r ied  le s s  
than 15 y e a r s

-Single 
p erso n s  
under 34

r a tio n a l 4 5 ,9 4 7 .7 5 1 .5

a m u sem en t-
or ien ted 1 6 .4 1 7 .1 2 3 .8

s e l f - fu l f i l ­
m en t-o r ien ted 7 .5 5 .6 7 .6

trad ition al 3 0 .2 2 8 .8 1 5 .7
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It can be in ferred  from  th is  that the a ccep ta n ce  and r ea liza tio n  of 

the id ea l of petty  sta b iliza tio n  through r a tio n a l conduct is  l ik e ly  to  have  

continuators in  the fu tu re . And th e ir  num ber is  lik e ly  to grow , too .

C o m p o n en ts  o f a tt i tu d e  ab o u t the ch ild  and se le c te d  g en era l va lu es  

It m ay  be pondered to  w ha t exten t defin ite  options and d e c is io n s  about 

what v a lu es  a re  im portant an d  w hich le s s  im portant c o e x is t  or d iffe ­

r en tia te  the attitude about th e  ch ild  understood  in  te r m s p resen ted  in  

chapter 1 .  C onnections can  r e fe r  to  both com ponents: em otion a l and 

b eh av iou ra l.

It i s  hard to  d eterm in e  the d irec tio n  of ca u sa tiv e  r e la tio n sh ip .

It could  be equally  r e le v a n t to sa y  that the d ifferen tia tio n  of attitude  

about the ch ild  prom pts the ch o ice  of the w ay of l ife  in which the child  

p lays a d efin ite  r o le .  L e t’ s se e  what a ffilia tio n s  th ere  a r e  betw een v a ­

lu e s  and the b eh av iou ra l com ponent o f th is  attitude about the ch ild . 

T able  5 3 . C h ie f advan tages of m a r r ia g e , p ro crea tio n a l d isp o sitio n s  

and the num ber of ch ild ren  now.

F eatures of m a rr ia g e  ; Id ea l num ber of 
ch ild ren  /m e a n /

Number of ch ild ren  
n o w /m ea n /

1. m a te r ia l s u c c e s s 2 .5 i .  6

2 . a s s is ta n c e  in  need 2 .6 1 .7

3 . r eg u la r  se x u life 2 .5 1 .3

4 . ch ild ren 2 .8 2 .0

5 . sh a rin g  of 
in te r e s ts 2 .5 1 .4

6. g r a tif ica tio n  of 
need  for  love 2 .5 1 .3

7 . k eep  in  so lv in g  
e v er y d a y  
p ro b lem s 2 .6 1 .9

T he r e s u lt s  show n in T ab le  54 a re  even  m ore  in te re stin g  .T hey  

allow  to a ssu m e  that the s lo g a n s about d ifferen t con cep ts and s ty le  of 

l ife  co n cea l a c tu a l p r o c re a tio n a l d isp o s itio n s  and in d ica to rs of the number
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if ch ild ren . It is  th is  sy n th etic  e x p r e s s io n  of options w ithin the s e t  of 

/a lu es  a sso c ia te d  w ith m a rr ied  l ife  that i s  accom p an ied  by the w id est  

range of d iv e r s ity  in the behav iou ra l com ponent of attitude about the 

child . Individual g e n e ra l v a lu es  /q u e s t io n  6 in the in te r v ie w / a r e  not 

ib le  to  d ifferen tia te  the com ponent sp e c ta c u la r ly . On the co n tra ry , the 

functioning of th e se  va lu es in the population  in  point m ark s an advanced  

p ro cess  o f h om ogen ization  of co u p le s at th e ir  ch ild b ea rin g  p h ase of life  

1 c f .  chapter 1 / .

Table 5 4 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  o f behaviour and p r o c re a tio n a l d isp o sit io n s  

and behav iou r.

Preferred 
•nodel of 
oehaviour

Ideal num­
ber of 
children 
/m ean/

Mean number 
of children 
now

Mean number 
of children 
desired by 
unmarried 
persons un­
der 34

Mean number 
of children 
desired by 
couples 
married le ss  
than 15 years

rational 2 .6 1 .6 2 .2 2 .3

imusement-
oriented 2 .4 1 .3 2. 0 ' 2 .2

self-ful­
filment
oriented 2.6 1 .5 1 .8 2 .1

traditional 2 .9 2 .1 2 .5 2 .6

F = 3 5 .14 F =27.73 F = 3 .65 F = 7.98

p-d 0 . 002 p <d 0. 001 p -d. 0. 01 p-ccO. 001

C erta in  v a lu e s  n e ith er  have any s ig n if ic a n c e  fo r  nor c o e x is t  w ith  

stro n g er  or w eak er  p ro crea tio n a l d isp o s it io n s . T h e s e  a re : ed u cation , a ff lu ­

en ce , fr ie n d s , w ork  fo r  o th e r s . O ther v a lu e s  c o e x is t  w ith  the"num ber of 

ch ild ren  now’ i f  the a n a ly s is  i s  c a r r ie d  out on the le v e l  of the sa m p le  

in  q u estio n . In su ch  c a se  the num ber of ch ild ren  is  l ik e ly  to  grow  w here  

resp on d en ts en d o rse  s u c c e s s fu l  p erso n a l l if e  and having and r e a r in g  c h i l ­

dren  a s  e le m en ts  cond ition ing  a s u c c e s s fu l  l i f e .  T h e  num ber o f c h ild ren  i s
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lik e ly  to drop w h ere resp o n d en ts opt for an in te re stin g  job, prom otion  

and independent fra m e  of m ind. T h e se  la s t  v a lu es  go with w ider gaps 

b etw een  the num ber of ch ild ren  s e e n  a s id e a l and the num ber of ch ildren  

now. T h ere  a r e  a lso  v a lu es  w hich w eaken  the ind icator of the id ea l num ­

ber of c h ild ren . T h e se  a re: in te re st in g  job and the need  for en terta in ­

m en t and a m u sem e n ts . N o v a lu es  c o e x is t  w ith  w eaker p ro creation a l d is ­

p o s itio n s  of young c o u p le s . In add ition  th is  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  a ls o  holds 

good fo r  u n m arried  p e r so n s  under 34 .

I sh a ll  now co n sid e r  th is a r ticu la tio n  of v a lu es which stan ds any  

chance of g iv in g  c o r r e la t iv e s  of a ttitude about the c h ild . B e fo re  ex a m i­

ning the em o tio n a l com ponent o f the attitude a s  r e f le c te d  by factor  in d i­

ca to rs d escr ib in g  the d eg ree  o f co v a len cy  in  w hich the ch ild  can be 

p e r c e iv e d , i t  i s  w orthw hile  to  note that 83 per cen t o f the advocates  

of the tra d itio n a l m o d e l o f life  think having ch ild ren  d e fin ite ly  w orthw ile . 

T he sa m e  v iew  i s  taken  by 62 per cen t o f r a t io n a lis ts , 56 per cent of 

th o se  who a r e  for s e lf - fu lf ilm e n t  through w ork  and 51 p er  cen t o f those  

who put a m u sem en t in life  f i r s t .

T ab le  5 5 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  of behaviour and the v a lu e  o f the child

P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  of 
f behaviour

Indicator of 
ch ild  va lu e  
m ean

Standard deviation
■

! 1. ra tio n a l 0 .0 4 0 .9 9

2 . a m u sem en t-  
or ien ted -  0 .1 1 1 .0

3 . se lf - fu lf ilm e n t  
o r ien ted - 0 .2 6 1 .0

4 . tra d itio n a l 0 .1 0 0 .8 9

F  = 7 .2 3
p <  0 .0 0 1
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T ab le  5 6 , P r e fe r r e d  m o d els  of behaviour and em o tio n a l com ponents  

of attitude to the ch ild

Is  having
P re fer re d  m o d els of behaviour

ch ild ren  w orth ­
w h ile  ;

ra tio n a l a m u sem en t-
o r ien ted

s e l f - r e a l i z a ­
tion  o r ien ted

tr a d it io ­
n a l

1. d e fin ite ly  
y es - 2 .2 0 - 2 .3 0 - 1 .9 6 1 .1 9

2 . rather  
not - 1 .6 0 - 1 .0 0 - 0 .8 4 -

3 .  rather  
y e s - 0 ,1 5 - 0 ,1 2 - 0 ,3 7 - 0 .3 4

4 . d e fin ite ly  
y es 0 .3 1  . 0 .1 3 - 0 .0 6 0 .2 1

M ean r e s u lt s  Q .04 -0 .1 1  - 0 .2 6  0 .1 0

*  T a b le s  56 , 57; 58 . . . . . . .  g iv e  stan d a rd ized  factor

in d ica to rs o f ch ild  v a lu e .
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T able  5 7 . P r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  of behaviou r, r esp o n d en ts’ education  

and the va lue  o f  the ch ild

.....

É ducation : Mean
"Preferred m o d els  of behaviours

r e s u lt s ra tio n a l a m u sem en t-
or ien ted

s e l f - r e a l i ­
zation
orien ted

tr a d i­
tion a l

1. in co m p lete  
e le m en ta ry - 0 .0 2 0 .1 2 - 0 .3 1 - 0 .1 8 - 0 .2 0

2 . e le m en ta ­
r y - 0 .0 4 0 . 01 - 0 .2 3 - 0 .3 4 0 .0 2

3 . b a s ic  v o ­
ca tio n a l - 0 .0 4 -0 .  04 - 0 .1 4 - 0 .3 2 0 ,0 4

4 . in co m p lete  
seco n d a ry - 0 .0 0 - 0 .0 4 -0 .1 3 - 0 .1 0 0 .1 9

5. seco n d a ­
r y  v o c a tio ­
nal 0 .1 5 0 .1 1 0 .0 3 0:01 0 .3 6

6 . seco n d a ry  
g e n e ra l 0 .1 0 0 .1 2 0 .1 5 - 0 .6 1 0 .2 1

7 . p o s t-
se c o n d a r y 0 .0 2 - 0 .0 6 -0 .0 7 0 .2 8 0 .2 7

8 . in c o m p le ­
te  higher 0 .0 5 0 .1 9 * 0 .0 4 - 0 .2 7 0 .0 9

9 . h igh er 0 .1 0 0 .2 4 - 0 .0 3 - 0 .3 6 0 .2 1
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T able 58 . M odels of l ife , in ten sity  o f r e l ig io u s  b e lie fs  and the value  

of the child

! P r e f e r r e d  
ί m o d e ls  of 

b e h a v io u r  :

I n te n s i ty of r e l ig io u s  b e lie fs

n o n -b e lie v er b e lie v e r  
n o t go ing 
to  c h u rc h

b e lie v e r  go in g  
to  c h u rc h

1. ra tion a l -0 .0 0 0. 06 0 .0 5

2 . a m u sem en t-  
orien ted - 0 .1 2 -0 .1 5 - 0 .0 7

i3. s e lf - fu lf ilm e n t-  
! . o r ien ted - 1 .1 9 - 0 .1 4 - 0 .2 6

4 . trad ition a l 0 .3 0 0 .1 8 0 .0 7

M ean - 0 .0 7 0 . 02 0. 02

T he la s t  th ree  ta b e ls  show  that the s o -c a l le d  g e n e ra l a ttitudes  

or v iew s about l if e ,  w h ich  i s  how I think options fo r  one of the four  

m o d els  ought to  be un derstood , a r e  capable  o f c o r r e c t in g  the in te r d e ­

p en d en cies p resen ted  e a r l ie r .  H ere  a r e  the e x a m p le s . E v en  in  the  

group of p e r so n s  who c la im  that having ch ild ren  i s  d e fin ite ly  w orthw hile  

the app earance of s e lf - fu lf ilm e n t  n eed s  b r in g s down the va lu e  of the  

ch ild  /T a b le  5 6 / .

T he le v e l  of education  con tr ib u tes on ly  a  l it t le  to the shaping of 

the em otion a l com ponent o f  attitude about the ch ild . B ut the th r e e -v a r ia -  

ble a n a ly s is  o f the in d ica tor  of a ccep ted  life  s ty le  produ ces - if  only  

in  the c a se  of the a m u sem e n t-o r ie n te d  m o d e l -  a  r e la t iv e  sy s te m a tiz a tio n  

of in terd ep en d en c ies  o ccu rr in g  th ere  a cco rd in g  to  the p r in c ip le  that any  

r is e  in  the le v e l  o f education  i s  a ccom p an ied  by an in c r e a se  of the value  

of the ch ild  /T a b le  5 7 / .  T he fin a l ev id en ce  for the h y p o th esis  about the  

en tire  r o le  of life  s ty le  fa c to r s  can be found in  T ab le  58 w h ere  n o n -b e ­

l ie v e r s  opting for the tra d itio n a l w ay of l ife  su bord inated  to the idea
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of having ch ild ren  r e p r e se n t  the h ig h est fa c to r  ind icator  of the va lue  

of the ch ild .

C o n c lu s io n s . L e t 's  s e e  i f  the in it ia l h yp o th eses have been co n fir ­

m ed by the r e s u lt s  obtained. T he h y p o th eses w ere:

H yp oth esis V . The ch ild  o ccu p ies the h ig h est position  am ong p r e ­

fe r r e d  g e n e ra l v a lu e s , l ife  g o a ls  and g o a ls  of m a rriage;

H y p o th esis VI. S o c io -o ccu p a tio n a l p o sitio n  d ifferen tia tes  the p lace  

of the ch ild  am ong g e n e r a l v a lu e s , life  g o a ls  and g o a ls  of m a rr ia g e  and 

r is e  in  so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l p o sitio n  is  accom p anied  by a drop in  the 

p o s itio n  of d e s ir e d  g e n e ra l v a lu e s .

T he p la ce  o f the ch ild  am ong o th e r  v a lu e s  w a s defined  by th ree  

kinds of in d ica to rs / s e e  page 7 3 /A m o n g  the e le m en ts  nam ed a s  m o st im ­

portant for a .s u c c e s s f u l  life  ' s u c c e s s f u l  p e r so n a l l i f e ’ and 'a fflu en ce '  

a re  p laced  before  the "ch ild" . T h e  m o s t  popular m o d el o f l ife  for  young  

co u p les i s  based  on secu r in g  a d ecen t m a te r ia l and liv in g  standard as a 

s ta g e  preced in g  having ch ild ren . I t  has to be added that the p o ss ib ility  

of having and rea r in g  ch ild ren  i s  m o st freq u en tly  p e r ce iv e d  a s the m o st  

im p ortan t, p o s it iv e  fea tu re  o f the in stitu tio n  of m a r r ia g e .

T he data drawn from  th e se  in d ica to rs arran ge th e m se lv e s  in to  a 

coh eren t w hole w h ich  c h a llen g es  h yp o th esis  V , even  though at t im es c h il­

dren  a re  p e r ce iv e d  as the ch ie f advantage of m a rria g e  b eca u se  the m o st

popular fea tu re  i s  the opportunity o ffered  by m a rria g e  fo r  m a ter ia l su c ­

c e s s .  T hus the ch ild  ap p ears to  be one of the e le m en ts  of life  m ade  

s e c u r e  and org a n ized  w ithin  the in stitu tio n  of m a rr ia g e  w hich a llow s for  

a ch iev in g  the d e s ir e d  standard  of liv in g . In th is m o d e l the child  should  

com e to  l ife  in a d efin ite  m om ent but not b efore  the abovem entioned  con­

d ition s a re  fu lfilled . T h is  th e s is  is  a b so lu te ly  ju s tif ie d  fo r  about 50 per 

cen t o f the sa m p le  in  q u estio n . And s in c e  th is phenom enon is  accom panied  

by a ra th er  w eak or ien ta tio n  tow ards o th ers - for  in stan ce  sm a ll popularit 

of the v a lu e s  w h ich  a re  r e a liz e d  in  in tera c tio n s  w ith  other  people or  

thanks to them  - the m od el of ra tio n a l behaviour in  the em otion a l sp here  

of l ife  that s ta r ts  to ev o lv e  i s  not what I would c a ll  laud ab le. It i s  too  

m uch a g o -g e tte r  m o d e l and too  op p o rtu n istic . P er h a p s th is  i s  what
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co n sc io u s parenthood am ounts to  a t the m om ent but th ere  a re  grounds for  

su pspecting  that it  i s  underpinned by o b liga tion s and n orm s ra th er  than  

true em otion s which a re  not a lw a y s the sa m e  a s w e ll-c o n s id e r e d  d e c is io n s ,  

for exam p le  in  the sp h ere  of fa m ily  planning / s e e  T able  1 4 / .

The tendency acknow ledged  above adds co n sid era b ly  to the p ictu re  of 

the attitude about the ch ild  a s  outlined in  C hapter II. Its s tr ik in g  fea tu re  

w as a low  tem p era tu re  of the em o tio n a l com ponent. A n in terp re ta tio n  c o m ­

bining th ese  two fa c ts  is  that a vogue for  "petty stab iliza tio n "  a s a l ife  pro­

gram  and a r e la t iv e ly  low co v a len cy  of attitude about the ch ild  op erate  in a 

fe ed -b a ck  and th is  phenom enon is  l ik e ly  to  sh rin k  at the m om ent of top c r y ­

s ta lliz a t io n  of the em o tio n a l com ponent of the attitude .

The fe ed -b a ck  h as a r e la t iv e ly  stron g  ca u sa tiv e  fo rce : it  s e e m s  to  be 

one of the fa c to r s  hold ing back  the natu ra l in c r e a se  in  our country . C on tra­

r y  to ex p ecta tion s and known s te r e o ty p e s  d e s ir a b le  p ro crea tio n a l a ttitu d es

are  not s e r io u s ly  th reaten ed  by the a m u sem e n t-o r ie n te d  and se lf - fu lf ilm e n t
33o rien ted  attitu d es w hich a re  l e s s  entangled  in  consu m ption  n eed s . ·

H ypothesis VI, w hich is  qu ite o b v io u s , h as b een  co n firm ed  on the  

le v e l  of e v id en ce . Its in terp re ta tio n  w ill  be d ea lt  w ith  in  the f in a l se c tio n  

of th is  rep o rt.

In a  m in im a lis t ic  v a r ia n t  of d e s ir a b le  in c r e a se  the proportion  of 

ch ild ren  aged  0 -1 4  in  the en tire  population d o es not fa l l  below  20 per cen t. 

In 1980 it  am ounted to 2 2 .8  per cen t and i t  i s  ex p ected  to drop c f .  foo tn o­

te  6 .
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C hapter IV . CO RRELATIVES OF A T T IT U D E  ABOUT TH E CHILD

R igourism  in  s e x  l i f e .  O ccup ation al a c tiv a tio n  of w om en . The operation  

of s o c ia l  p o licy .

T h is  chapter w il l  co n sid er  th r e e  phenom ena w hich  are  in  v ariou s  

w a y s r e lev a n t to the su b ject of our in te r e st:  the attitude about the ch ild . 

T h ey  are:

a / r ig o u r ism  in  s e x  l ife  

b/ occu p ation a l a c tiv a tio n  of wom an  

c /  the op eration  of s o c i a l ,p o licy

T h e se  th r e e  a sp e c ts  se e m e d  sig n ifica n t on the b a s is  o f com m on

and sy s te m a tic  know ledge for the d e sc r ip tio n  of the p lace  of the ch ild  ir.

the sy s te m  of other v a lu e s . T he f i r s t  two can be trea ted  a s e x ten s io n  

e le m en ts  of th is  sy s te m  m eaning that the s e t  of v a lu e s  an a ly sed  in 

C hapter Π i s  su pp lem en ted  w ith  the sp h ere  of s e x  life  /in c lu d in g  fam ily  

planning/ and occu pationa l c a r e e r s  of w om en . A s  fo r  the operation  of 

s o c ia l  p o licy  it  i s  o f  c o u rse  e x ter n a l for  the sy s te m  of v a lu e s .  But by 

i t s  v e r y  defin ition  it  ought to a c t e f fe c t iv e ly  enought to  bear on the 

sh ap e of the fa m ily  m o d el.

R ig o u r ism  in s e x  l i f e .  F a m ily  p lanning. In the ligh t of the r e su lts

p resen ted  s o  fa r  one could  ex p ect a m od erate  attitude about the ch ild
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to be accom p anied  - g iv en  com m on app rova l of co n tro lled  parenthood -  

by a com m on and qu ite  h igh d eg ree  o f to ler a n c e  /p e r m is s iv e n e s s /  r e ­

gard ing the sp h ere  o f s e x  l if e .  H ow ever no find ings have co n firm ed  su ch  

an exp ecta tion . M y p erso n a l opinion is  that r ig o u r ism  in s e x  l ife  is  

qu ite  popular in  our so c ie ty  and ap p ears in  v a r io u s fo r m s w hich com plém ent 

one anoth er, for  in sta n ce  on ly  60 per cent' of the population approve  

of b irth co n tro l / the u se  of co n tra cep tiv e  d e v ic e s /  only 2 3 .5  p er  cent 

co n sid er  p re m a rita l s e x  a b so lu te ly  natu ral for  a g ir l  / 3 3 ,7  p er  cen t s o  

for b o y s / .  Such r ig o u r is t ic  attitude i s  v e r y  com m on and it is  d iffe r ­

entiated  v e r y  c le a r ly  by s o c ia l  background, in te n sity  o f r e l ig io u s  b e lie f s ,  

p re ferred  m o d els  o f l if e .  What s e e m s  stra n g e  is  to s e e  that m e a re  

m ore r ig o u r is t ic  in th is  sp h ere  than w om en.

Sexual lib er ty  can be d e sc r ib ed  by th r e e  in d ica to rs: 1. d ec la red  

to lera n ce  of p r e m a r ita l se x u a l r e la tio n sh ip  for  both g ir ls  and boys;

2 . d ec la red  app roval o f b irth  co n tr o l, and 3 . d ec la red  app rova l o f a b o r ­

tion  when p regnancy  is  unwanted. T he f i r s t  and th ird  in d ica tor  o ccu r  in  

two fo rm s: e ith er  a s q u a lita t iv e  or q u a n tita tive  v a r ia b le . A s w il l  be 

rem em b ered  the seco n d  and th ird  in d ica tor  have a lrea d y  been  dealt w ith  

in e a r lie r  s e c tio n s  of th is r ep o r t . T he e m p ir ic a l m a te r ia l p resen ted  b e lo w  

i s  intended to prove a th e s is  fo rm u lated  at the beginning of th is  chapter  

or as a b a s is  for  r e a d e r s '  ind ividual in terp re ta tio n .

T he resp on d en ts w e re  a sk ed  w hat th ey  think about sta r tin g  a 

se x u a l r e la tio n sh ip  b efore  m a rr ia g e  by g ir ls  and b o y s . T o ler a n c e  r e g a r ­

ding th is sp h ere  of life  tends to  change w ith  tim e  and T a b le s  59 and 60 

sh ow  th is in terd ep en d en ce. B y  com parin g  the r e s u lt s  o f th ese  two ta b le s  

one -is rather  s tru ck  by the w idth of a gap b etw een  what is  p e r m is s ib le  

for  g ir ls  and what fo r  boys.
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T a b le  5 9 . T o le ra n c e  of p r e m a r i t a l  sex  life  of g i r l s  by re s p o n d e n ts '
a g e  /p e r c e n ta g e /  _

A ge P re m a r ita l sex fo r a g ir l  is

out of the 
q uestion

ad m iss ib le  in 
c e r ta in  c irc u m ­
stan ces

abso lu te ly
n a tu ra l

16 -1 9 17. 0 4 1 .5  - 4 1 .5

2 0 -2 4 2 3 .4 4 3 .1 3 3 .4

2 5 -2 9 2 2 .9 3 9 .4 3 7 .8

3 0 -3 4 2 6 .8 3 8 .4 3 4 .8

3 5 -3 9  · 3 4 .0 4 6 .1 1 9 .9

4 0 -4 4 4 6 .9 3 1 .3 2 1 .8

4 5 -4 9 4 3 .9 3 7 .2 1 8 .9

5 0 -5 9 5 8 .5 2 1 .0 2 0 .5

60 and m ore 7 2 .8 1 8 .4 · 8 .7

Total 3 9 .8 3 4 .1 26. 0

ot2 = 2 4 ,2 8 ;  p <£ 0 .0 0 1

T a b le  60. T o ler a n c e  of p rem a rita l s e x  l ife  of boys by respond en ts' 
age /p e r c e n ta g e /  N = 17 52

■Age ,
P rem a rita l s e x  for a boy is

out of the  
q u estio n

a d m iss ib le  in  
cer ta in  c ir c u m ­

sta n ces

ab so lu tely
natural

1 6 -1 9 1 1 .3 3 7 .7 5 0 .9
2 0 -2 4 1 6 .8 3 8 .2 4 5 .0

2 5 -2 9 1 5 .1 3 3 .5 5 1 .4
3 0 -3 4  < 2 0 .6 3 4 .0 4 5 .4
3 5 -3 9 22 . 0 4 0 .9 37 .1

4 0 -4 4 3 5 .2 3 0 .3 3 4 .5
4 5 -4 9 3 0 .3 3 5 .9 3 3 .8

5 0 -5 9 4 2 .1 2 8 .1 2 9 .8
60 and m ore 51 . 0 2 3 .5 2 5 .5

to ta l 2 8 .4 3 3 .3 38. »
—    --------------------------

jt = 1 2 6 ,5 9 ; p 0 .0 0 1
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T h is  gap a ls o  e x is t s  in the c a se  o f younger p eo p le ’ s  o p in ion s. 

A nother in te re stin g  thing is  a ra p id  drop in  to le r a n c e  in  both c a se s  a fter  

the age  of 34 . In other w o rd s the g en era tio n  born a fter  W orld W ar II 

i s  c le a r ly  m uch m o re  lik e ly  to  trea t s e x  au ton om ously  i e .  out of m a r i­

ta l bond. E ven  though w ithin  the fra m ew o rk  of norm s accep ted  by m y  

resp on d en ts th ere  is  not m uch room  for the eq u a lity  o f r ig h ts  betw een

g ir ls  and boys I have w orked out a qu an tita tive  in d ica tor  of to ler a n c e  o f  
34p rem a rita l s e x .

T a b le s  61 and 62 show  how fa r  the c a te g o r ie s  d ifferin g  in  te r m s  

of p re ferred  m o d els  o f behaviour / s e e  C hapter ΙΠ/ and in te n s ity  of r e l i ­

g io u s b e lie fs  a r e  h om ogeneous in  te r m s  of th is  in d ica to r . E v en  in  the  

group or ien ted  tow ards am u sem en t and am ong n o n b e lie v er s  the in d ica tor  

has not r ea ch ed  i t s  m axim um  v a lu e . It i s  w orth  noting that in tab le  61 

people advancing the tra d itio n a l conduct of young co u p les -  w h ere the  

n ew ly -w ed s d ec id e  to  have c h ild r e n  a s  so o n  a fter  th e ir  w edd ling as  

p o ss ib le  - c le a r ly  stand out fro m  the r e s t .  T h ey  add up to  30 per cen t 

o f the w hole sa m p le .

T ab le  61 . S exual to lera n ce  by p r e fe r r e d  m o d e ls  o f behaviour /m a x .  
va lu e  -  6 .0 /

P r e fe r r e d  m o d els of 
behaviour:

M ean v a lu e  of 
in d ica to r

Standard  deviation

1. r a tio n a l 4 .0 1.5

2 . a m u sem e n t-o r ie n te d 4 .5 1 .3

3 . se lf - fu lf ilm e n t  
o r ien ted 4 .1 1 .6

4 .  trad itio n a l 3 . 6 1 .5

F  = 2 0 ,6 2

p <  0 ,0 0 1

S ee  footnote  21 .34
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T able  62 . S exu a l to ler a n c e  and in ten sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  /m a x .  
v a lu e  -  6 .0 /

R e lig io u s n e ss M ean v a lu e  of 
ind icator

Standard deviation

n o n -b e lie v e r s 5 .1 1 .2

b e lie v e r s  not going
to  church 4 .5 1 .3

b e lie v e r s  who go  
to  church •CO 1 .5

F  = 7 1 ,3 9  

p i » ,  001

T h e  v a lu e  of the ind icator r i s e s  -  w h ich  w a s to  be ex p ected  -  with  

the r i s e  in  the le v e l  of education  of the resp o n d en ts . It cannot be sa id  

how ever that the s iz e  o f th e ir  p la ce  of liv ing  d ifferen tia tes  to lera n ce  of 

p r e m a r ita l s e x .

T hus I o b ser v e d  no a ccep ta n ce  of' se x u a l l ib e r ty  su ffic ien t fo r  ca llin g  

it  one of the r e a so n s  of a w eakening p ro crea tio n a l d isp o sitio n s  and p o s i­

t iv e  attitude about the ch ild . T he m ore  so  that the data in tab le  63 in­

d ica te  that th is  accep ta n ce  d oes not have to be accom p anied  by any  

m arked  drop in  em o tio n s a d d re ssed  to  the ch ild . In other wcrds 

T ab le  63 . S ex u a l to ler a n c e  and the va lue  of the ch ild* /m e a n  va lue = 0 . 0 /

P rem a rita l s e x  : Tor g i l l s  
m ean

Tor boys 
m ean

1. a b so lu te ly  out 
of q u estio n 0. 00 0 . 04

2 . a d m iss ib le  in  cer ta in  
c ir cu m sta n ce s 0 .0 2 0 .0 4

3 . a b so lu te ly  natural 0. 01 -  0 .0 5

4 .  hard  to  sa y 0 .0 3 0. 07

D iffer e n c es  a re  in s ig n ifica n t.

*  Individual c a ie g e r ie s  show  m ean  va lu e  fa c to r  in d ic a to r  of ch ild  v a lu e .
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tra n sfo rm a tio n s in  the sp h ere  of s e x  life  fo llow  a se o a r a te  path of custom  

change and do not c o llid e  w ith p ro crea tio n a l d isp o s it io n s .

I would lik e  to d is c u s s  now th is  d im en sio n  of s e x  life  w hich is  v ery  

c lo s e ly  connected  w ith  the sp h ere  of p ro crea tio n . A s m ay  be rem em b ered  

so m e  70 per cen t of the population can be sa id  to f e e l  for v a r io u s r e a so n s  

/ s e e  q u estio n  3 of the appended in terv iew / a need  fo r  the u se  o f co n tra ­

cep tiv e  d e v ice s  and other m eth ods of preven tin g  unwanted p reg n a n c ies . 

A sk ed  i f  co n tracep tion  w as r igh t 5 9 .5  per cent of m y  resp o n d en ts sa id  

, y e s ,  / th u s  the d ifferen ce  i s  0 .2 0  per c e n t / ,  1 1 .2  per cen t sa id  ’ w rong' 

and a s  m any a s  2 9 .2  per cen t ’ hard  to  s a y ’ . Looking c lo s e r  at th is  la s t  

group I found it w as co m p o sed  la r g e ly  of d eep ly  r e l ig io u s  p e r so n s w ith  

low er  education . P er h a p s in  the future their  a ttitu d es w il l  e v o lv e  tow ards  

a ccep ta n ce  of b irth  co n tro l.

T a b le  64 . A ttitude about co n tracep tion  by resp o n d en ts education  
/p e r c e n ta g e /

E ducation ; C ontraception  is :
wrong r ig h t

1. in co m p lete
e le m en ta ry 3 6 .6 6 3 .4

2 .e lem en ta ry 1 8 .5 8 1 .5

3 . b a s ic  v o ­
ca tion a l - 1 2 .6 8 7 .4

4 .in co m p lete
seco n d a ry 1 4 .1 8 5 ,9

5 .seco n d a ry
v o cation a l 1 0 .5 8 9 .5

6 . seco n d a ry
g en era l 1 2 .4 8 7 .6

7 . p o s t -s e c o n d a r y 1 1 .1 8 8 .9

8 . incom plete
higher 1 1 .9 8 8 .1

9 . h igh er 4 .5 9 5 .5

oc2 = 4 4 ,1 4 .  p 0 .0 0 1
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T he attitude about b irth  co n tro l, s im ila r ly  a s  to lera n ce  about p r e m a ri­

ta l  s e x  is  a c o r r e la t iv e  of m any v a r ia b le s . A ccep tan ce  of b irth contro l 

i s  accom p anied  by a h igh er  so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l p o sitio n , younger a ge , 

r e s id e n c e  in a b igger  town, being born in a c ity . /ta b . 6 5 / .

T h e  co m p a ra tiv e ly  high proportion  of b e lie v e r s  going to church  

who c la im  that contraception  i s  w rong is  h ard ly  su rp r is in g  s in c e  the 

C ath olic  church a llo w s  on ly  fo r  the rhythm  m ethod. 1 su sp e c t  that many  

resp o n d en ts m ista k e  or a s s o c ia te  contraception  w ith  the u se  of unnatural 

i e .  m u rd ero u s d e v ic e s .

T a b le  65 . A ttitude about con tracep tion  by the in ten sity  of r e lig io u s  
b e lie f s  /p e r c e n ta g e /

R e lig io u sn e ss Contraception is :
wrong r ig h t

1. n o n -b e lie v e r s
N = 69 0 1 0 0 .0

2 .  b e lie v e r s  not
going t o  church
N = 357 9 .5 9 0 .5

3 . b e lie v e r s  who
go to  church
N = 916 1 9 .7 80 . 3

j . 2 = 3 3 ,4 5 ; p 4 0 ,  001

H ere  i s  how 1111 resp on d en ts ju s t if ie d  th e ir  app roval o f b irth  control: 

m a te r ia l cond itions 2 5 .2  p er  cent

p o s s ib il ity  to plan fa m ily  l ife  1 7 .0  per cent

fa m ily  planning 1 5 .2  per cent

w o m a n 's  hea lth  7 .8  per cent

m en ta l h ygiene 5 .4  per cent

overp opulation  o f the w orld  2 .6  per cent

T he resp o n d en ts w ere  a ls o  ask ed  w hich  of m eth ods th e y  co n sid er  a s  

b e s t . H ere  a r e  their  a n sw ers:
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rhythm  m ethod 4 9 .2  per cen t

sh eath  20 . 0 p er  cent

other natu ra l m ethods 1 8 .6  per cent

p ill 9 .0  per cent

ch e m ic a l d e v ic e s  8 .8  per  cen t

other d e v ic e s  2 .5  per cen t

T h is  b r in g s u s c lo se r  to  r e a l i ty  and a ls o  c lo s e  to  th e  r e s u lt s  obtained  

by Z . S m o liń sk i in h is  F a m ily  P o l l  d ea lin g  d ir e c t ly  w ith  the a c tu a l 

behaviour of w om en  .

T h e se  find in gs show  a v e r y  s tro n g  in te r fe re n c e  of the C ath olic  

church into  tne sp h ere  of p r o c re a tio n . R e lig io u s n e s s  i s  the only  s o c io -  

-dem ographic v a riab le  c o r r e la t iv e  fo r  p r e fe r e n c e s  in  co n tra cep tiv e  m e t­

hod s.

T ab le  66 . R e lig io u s n e ss  and a p p rova l of b irth  co n tro l /p e r c e n ta g e /

C bn traceptive R e lig io u sn e ss 2
m ethod : n o n -b e lie v er b e lie v e r  

not go ing  
to  ch u rcl

b e lie v e r  
go ing  to  
church

1. sh eath 20 . 0 20 . 0 2 0 .0 in e s se n tr y

2 . rhythm jc2 =14, 55
m ethod 3 4 .5 4 2 .8 5 3 .8 p = 0 ,0 0 7

3 . p ill 1 9 .0 1 2 .5 6 .4 x 2 =16,21
p = 0 ,0 0 0

4 . c h em ica l  
d ev ice 19 . 0 9 .2 7 .3 Jt2 = 9 ,5 5

p = 0 ,0 0 8

F o r  a ll the gaps of ex trap o la tion  of a c tu a l behaviour from  in d irec t  

in form ation  the portion  of find in gs p resen ted  above u r g e s  a  q u estio n  

about how the P o le s  can  m ain ta in  th e ir  n a tu r a l in c r e a se  on the le v e l

35
C f. footnote 4 . T he p ill  is  an e x cep tio n . )It i s  u sed  by 1 per cent o f 

m a rried  w om en /a c c o r d in g  to  S m o liń sk i/ and 9 per cen t o f my, resp o n d en ts  
a n sw er  it  th e  b es t co n tra cep tiv e , w h ich  i s  b ased  on w ish fu l thinking rather  
than a c tu a l e x p e r ien ce  b eca u se  the p ill is  hard to  ob rain.
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touching  only s lig h tly  that of s im p le  r ep ro d u c tio n . The fact that the 

a r se n a l  o f a v a ila b le  co n tracep tive  d e v ice s  is  v ery  s c a r c e  and that it  

is  further tappled  by the p r o n a ta lis t p o lic y  of the Church /a ffec tin g  70 

per cen t o f the population in  q u estio n / is  w e ll  known from  com m on e v e ­

ryday  o b serv a tio n . P erh a p s our so c ie ty  a c h ie v e s  its  d e s ir a b le  natural 

in c r e a se  by m ix in g  a b stin en ce  w ith abortion . C erta in  su g g estio n s  about 

th e  fo rm er  a r e  contained in the paragraph about se x u a l to ler a n c e . How 

about abortion?

T he resp o n d en ts w e re  a sk ed  i f  th ey  co n sid er  abortion  a d m is s ib le .

T a b le  6 7 . A ttitude to  abortion  by in te n sity  o f r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  
/  p e r ce n ta g e /

A b ortion  is : N=1723
R e lig io u sn e ss

n o n -b e lie v ­
e r s

b e lie v e r s  
not going  
to  church

b e lie v e r s  
going to 
church

1. a b so lu te ly  
in a d m iss ib le 2 3 .9 2 .5 7 .8 3 1 .0

2 . a d m iss ib le  in  
only  cer ta in  
c ir cu m sta n ce s 4 7 .5 5 4 .4 5 4 .4 4 8 .7

3 . a lw a y s a d m is s i ­
b le  when p r e ­
gnan cy  i s  un­
w anted 2 6 .0 5 0 .0 3 7 .7 2 0 .3

2
.X  = 1 4 2 ,1 6 ;  p  <  0 . 001

T ab le  67 p r e se n ts  th is  p rob lem  in r e la t io n  to r e lig io u s  b e lie f s ,  a 

v a r ia b le  w h ich  m o st  s tr o n g ly  a ffec ts  the attitude to abortion . T ab le  68 

con tin u es the a n a ly s is  of the group for whom abortion  i s  a d m iss ib le  only  

in  c er ta in  c ir c u m sta n c e s . W hat c ir cu m sta n ce s?

Though we ex p ected  the sta tem en t about abortion  being  a d m iss ib le  

’ on ly  in  c er ta in  c ir c u m sta n c e s ’ to  be m e r e ly  an ev a sio n  of the r a d ica l
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sta tem en t ' i t  i s  a lw a y s a d m is s ib le ’ it  appeared  not to be so . O nly when  

it  th reaten s the life  or  hea lth  of the w om an or the ch ild  do 80  per cent 

of respond en ts a g r ee  that pregnancy can be ab orted . T h ey  a re  a lso  

m o d era te ly  to lera n t w hen the m a te r ia l situ a tio n  of the fa m ily  is  d ifficu lt,  

and r a r e ly  to ler a te  abortion  w hen it could so ly e  a co m p lica ted  l ife  s itu a ­

tion of the w om an. .

T h e se  r e s u lts  can be v iew ed  from  two p o in ts . F ir s t ly  the v e rb a l r ig o u -  

r is m  is  accom p anied  by a r e la t iv e  com m on nes of the ab o rtio n  for it  is  

known from  e ls e w h e r e  that an a v era g e  of 300 thousand w om en undergo a b o r ­

tion  in  P olan d  each  y e a r . M y e stim a tio n s  a r e  that only 44 per  cen t of 

the sa m p le  can  su ffer  a d isso n a n ce  b etw een  being in need  of abortion  

and having the s e n s e  of v io la tin g  v e r y  e s s e n t ia l  n orm s when it  b eco m es  

a fa c t.

A nother v iew poin t is  connected  w ith  the ch ild  a s a  v a lu e . T he r e s u lt s  

p resen ted  above a llow  for a th e s is  that th ere  a re  b io lo g ic a l r o o ts  o f the 

value of the ch ild  in our s o c ie ty .  T he co v a len cy  of a ttitude about the 

ch ild  i s  to a c er ta in  d eg ree  a  co n seq u en ce  o f the op era tio n  of the c a t­

h o lic  id eo lo g y . T he p r e se n t e n r ic h e s  it  w ith  a new em o tio n a l d im en sion  

w hich in turn c o m es  from  r e f le c t io n  ra th er  than ob lig a tio n  /C f .  Chapter  

Π /.

It can be added w h ile  w e  a r e  on c ir c u m sta n c e s  a llo w in g  fo r  abortion  

that they a r e  id e n tica l in  te r m s of pop u lar ity  in. grou p s w ith  d ifferen t  

education, a g e , s o c ia l  background, occu pation  and p la ce  o f  liv in g .
3 6

T ab le  69 sh ow s qu antita tive  in d ica to rs  o f the attitude about abortion  

fo r  groups w h ich  g iv e  p r e fer en ce  to v a r io u s  l ife  s t y le s .  T a b le  70 does  

the sa m e  for groups w ith  d ifferen t ed u cation . T he attitude about abortion , 

s im ila r ly  a s the attitude about b irth  c o n tro l, h as a num ber of c o r r e la t iv e s .  

Stronger a ccep ta n ce  g o e s  w ith  younger a g e , h ig h er  so c io -o c c u p a tio n a l po­

s it io n , being born in  a  c ity , being  m ale  and m o re  p e r m is s iv e n e s  for p r e ­

m a r ita l s e x .  /T a b . 69 , 7 0 / .

But the functioning of th is  in d ic a to r  has i t s  su r p r is in g  tu r n s , too .

S ee  footnote 21 .
36
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T ab le  68. C ircu m sta n ces  In which abortion car, be undertaken and 

In ten sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie f s  *

C ir cu m sta n c es  : ^ R elig iou sness

n o n -b e lie v er b e lie v e r
not
going
to
church

b e lie v e r  
going to 
church

2-X

1. pregnancy  
th rea ten s  
w o m a n 's  
hea lth

1 0 0 .0 9 9 .1 9 8 .4 in sig n ifica n t

2 . a ch ild  m ay  
have Inborn 
d e fe c ts

8 6 .8 89. 8 8 2 .6 tl

3. poor liv in g  
cond itions  
of the  
fa m ily

5 2 .6 60. 9 4 0 .7 ■x2 =34 .54
p < 0 .  001

4 . too  m any  
ch ild ren  
a lrea d y

5 7 .9 46 . 9 33. 7 jc2 =26.66
p < 0 .0 0 1

5. p regnancy  
co m p lic a te s  
the l if e  o f 
the wom an  
w h o 's  w o rk ­
in g  and 
studying

3 1 .6 3 0 .5 1 9 .9 U£2 =16.81  
p <  0. 001

6 . the wom an  
Is not 
m a r r ied

3 7 .8 21. 3 1 8 .4 .χ2 =20, 56 
p=0. 004

if
T he f ig u r es  r e p r e se n t  the p ercen ta g e  of resp on d en ts  
who c o n s id e r  a g iven  c ir cu m sta n ce  a s sufficient fo r  abortion
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T able  69 . T o ler a n c e  of ab ortion  an! p r e fer re d  m o d e ls  o f behaviour  

/m a x .  value of Indicator = 8 .0 /

p r e fe r r e d  m o d el  
o f behaviour

Mean va lue of 
in d ica tor

S ta n d a rd
d e v ia tio n

1 . ra tio n a l 4 .7 3 .3

2 . a m u sem en t-
or ien ted 5 .8 3 .0

3 . s e lf - fu lf l lm e n t-
o r ien ted 4 .6 3 .5

4 . tra d itio n a l 2 .7 3 .2

F  = 3 8 .1 0 5

p <  0. 001

T ab le  70. T o ler a n c e  o f a b o rtio n  and education  /m a x . value  

o f In d icator  = 8 .0 /

Education M ean value  
of Indicator

Standard
d ev ia tion

1 . in co m p lete  
e lem en ta ry 2 .5 3 .2

2 . e lem en ta ry 3 .0 3 .5

3. b a s ic  v o ca tio n a l 4 .5 3 .4

4 . Incom plete  
seco n d a ry 4 .9 3 .4

5 . seco n d a ry  
g en era l 5 .0 3 .2

6. seco n d a ry  
vo cation a l 4 .9 3 .4

7. p o s t-se co n d a r y 5 .1 3 .1

8 . in co m p lete  h igh er 4 .6 3 .1

9 . h igh er 4 .7

F  = 6 .5 5

p < 0 .  001

3 .4
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T h o se  show n in T able 69 a re  obvious and need no co m m en ts -  it  is  

y e t another exam  pie of the a d vocates of the trad ition a l w ay of life  

being the odd group out. B ut the fa l l  in  to lera n ce  of abortion  in the 

group of p e r so n s w ith  the h ig h est education  m ay s ig n ify  that to leran ce  

is  m od ified  by cogn itive  e lem en ts  in th is p articu lar  c a se  it  is  the 

knowledge about the h a rm fu ln ess of th is  op eration . Am ong the sp e c if ic  

fea tu res  of the ind icator of to lera n ce  of abortion  one can certa in ly  

nam e the fa c t that it  has low s c o r e s .  A s I have m entioned  e a r lie r  th is  

fea tu re  is  l ik e ly  to produce c o n flic ts .

A ll  the in d ica to rs  d escr ib in g  the sco p e  o f r ig o u r ism  in the sp here  

of s e x  life  a r e  rather  c lo s e ly  c o r r e la te d . F o r  in stan ce  the value of 

P e a r s o n ’ s co rr e la tio n  c o e ff ic ie n t  r  b etw een  the ind icator  of sex u a l  

to lera n ce  of p rem a rita l se x  and the in d ica tor  of to lera n ce  of abortion  

am ounts to 0 .3 7  at the le v e l  of s ig n ifica n ce  p = 0 .0 0 1 .

T o  end th is  su b -ch a p ter  I would lik e  to  look  b r ie f ly  at re la tio n s  

betw een r ig o u r ism  in se x u a l life  and ind ividual com ponents o f attitude  

about the ch ild . It app ears that th ere  are no c o rr e la t io n s  betw een the 

fa c to r  in d ica tor  which i llu s tr a te s  the va lue  of the ch ild , the ind icator  

of se x u a l to lera n ce  and the ind icator of to lera n ce  of abortion . T h is  m ay  

be s e e n  a s y e t  another ev id en ce  that the value of the child  i s  not 

endangered  by what is  com m on ly  known is  se x u a l p e r m is s iv e n e s s  

/T a b le  6 3 / .  T he sy s te m  of connection s betw een e le m en ts  of behavioural 

com ponent - the num ber of ch ild ren  now and the d e s ir ed  num ber is  

v e r y  c o m p lex . P e a r so n ’ s c o rr e la t io n  c o e ff ic ie n ts  r betw een the ind i­

ca tor  of se x u a l to lera n ce  and the in d ica tor  o f to lera n ce  of abortion  on 

the one s id e  and the num ber of ch ild ren  now and the num ber /c h ild r e n  

a lrea d y  had and th o se  s t i l l  w anted / d e s ir e d  by young co u p les are  the 

follow ing:

num ber of 
ch ild ren  now 
fo r  en tire  
sa m p le

num ber of ch ild ren  
d e s ir ed  by young 
coup les

se x u a l to lera n ce 0 .2 6

to lera n ce  of abortion 0 .1 8 -  9 .1 7

A ll c o e ff ic ie n ts  a re  s ig n ifica n t on the le v e l  p = 0. 001.
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T h is c o rro b o ra tes  the e a r l ie r  find in gs about se x u a l to lera n ce  

not posing a threat to the in te r e s ts  of natural in c r e a s e .  T h is  is  how  

I would in terp re t la c s  o f c o r r e la t io n  betw een  the num ber of ch ild ren  

d e s ir e d  by young co u p les and th e ir  s e x u a l to le r a n c e . It is  not su r p r i­

s in g  h ow ever that to lera n ce  of abortion  is  not favourab le  to  the in ten ­

s if ic a t io n  of p ro crea tio n a l d isp o s it io n s .

O ccupational activ a tio n  of w om en. T h is  phenom enon h as to be con ­

s id e r ed  from  two view  poin ts: the attitude of the w hole sa m p le  and the 

a ttitu d es o f  w om en  a lo n e . B y  w ay o f in trod u ction  h ere  i s  a l i s t  of r e p ­

l ie s  to an open q u estio n  about the c a u se s  of the p r e se n t  fa l l  in  natu ral

in c r e a se  /p e r c e n ta g e /:

poor m a te r ia l cond itions 48 . 4

avoidance of incon ven ien ce  by co u p les 3 9 .6

poor housing conditions 3 5 .5

gaps in s o c ia l  c a re  1 1 .1

overw  or king 9 . 4

other m o d e ls  o f m a r r ia g e  9 .2

w om en’ s  c a r e e r  8 . 2

p rob lem s connected  w ith  r ea r in g  ch ild ren  7 .7

A s  can be s e e n  from  th is  co m p a riso n  w om en ’ s  c a r e e r s  are  r a r e ly  

blam ed for the low erin g  of the natu ra l in c r e a s e .  T h is  is  an im portant 

fa c t s in c e  fe m a le  c a r e e r s  a re  one of the m o st  s ig n ifica n t e le m e n ts  of 

our s o c ia l  l ife ;  w om en add up to 4 3 .2  per cen t o f the nationa l em p lo y ­

m ent and in the sa m p le  in q u estio n  75 per cen t o f  a l l  m a r r ie d  w om en  

w ith ch ild ren  had job s o u tsid e  h o m e. T hu s w e have the f ir s t  ind icator  

of the a ccep ta n ce  of w o m en ’ s c a r e e r s .  T he s itu a tio n s  in flu en cin g  the  

app roval o f th is  r o le  w i l l  be in fe rr ed  fro m  r e p lie s  to  the q u estio n  w h et­

h er  a w om an sh ou ld  w ork  p r o fe s s io n a lly  in  s itu a tio n s  nam ed in T ab le  71 

i f  sh e  is  not co m p e lled  to  ga in fu l w ork  by h er  m a te r ia l s itu a tio n  / t a b .  7 1 / .

T h is  q u estio n  w as not fo rm u la ted  e x p lic it ly , and provoked  r e p lie s  

ren d erin g  w ish fu l thinking ra th er  th a n 'p o stu la te s  or  o b lig a tio n s . On th is
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acco u n t X think that the p roportions obtained in th is tab le a r e  quite h igh.

I have  ch osen  for the p resen ta tio n  of th is  p rob lem  an independent v a r ia b ­

le  w hich d iffe re n tia te s  a ttitu d es about w o m e n 's  c a re er  as w idely  a s  p o s­

s ib le .  E v en  s o  the a ttitu d es about occu pationa l a c t iv e n e ss  of s in g le  w om en  

and m o th ers w ith ch ild ren  under th ree  a re  id en tica l for v ariou s s o c io -  

occu pationa l g ro u p s. T h ey  a re  a ls o  id en tica l for  groups d ifferin g  in term s  

o f ed u cation , a g e , background, r e lig io n , and s e x .  H ow ever the v a r ia b les  

d iffe re n tia te  a ttitu d es about c a r e e r s  of c h ild le s s ,  m a rr ied  w om en. With 

the r i s e  o f so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l position  and fa l l  in  age  and in ten sity  of 

r e l ig io u s n e s s  the a ccep ta n ce  of occu pational r o le s  of c h ild le s s  m a rried  

w om en  tends to grow . A t any ra te  the th e m e  of occu pational w ork of 

th is  ca teg o ry  of w om en  d iffe re n tia tes  o p in io n s  m ore than anything e ls e  

and m ak es the e le m e n ts  of tra d itio n a l a tt i tu d e s  m o st c le a r ly  s e e n . T hey  

a r e  d ifferen tia ted  by a g r ea te r  n u m b e r of v a r ia b le s  than fo r  in stan ce  

■attitudes about c a r e e r s  of m a r r ied  m oth ers w ith  c h ild ren  aged  from  4 to

6 . P e o p le  w ith  h igh er  so c io -o cc u p a tio n a l p o sitio n  d isp la y  m ore  to lera n ce  

about c a r e e r s  o f  m o th ers  w ith  ch ild ren  aged  from  4 to  6.
3 7

The qu antita tive  ind icator  o f the attitude about w o m e n 's  c a r e e r s  

sh o w s that th ere  a r e  a num ber of v a r ia b le s  w hich do not d ifferen tia te  

the in te n sity  o f accep ta n ce  of p r o fe ss io n a l c a r e e r s .  M ost g e n e ra lly  s p e a ­

king th e se  v a r ia b le s  a r e  co n n ected  w ith  the sp h ere  o f g e n e ra l v a lu es , 

r e p r e se n tin g  p o s itiv e  a sp e c ts  of m a r r ia g e , p r e fer re d  m o d els of beha io u r 

of young c o u p le s . P e r so n s  who ch o o se  d ifferen t v a lu es from  the i i s i  do 

not d iffer  m uch in th e ir  a ccep ta n ce  of w o m e n 's  c a r e e r s .

T h is  m ay  lea d  to a  th e s is  that the p r o fe ss io n a l c a r e e r  o f  w om en

m ay  m ark  - on accou nt of its  co m m o n n ess and o rd in a r in ess  - a change

in  the w ay of l ife  w hich does not r eq u ire  any d eep er  changes in  the  
38

c o n sc io u sn e s s

A t any ra te  th e se  r e s u lt s  show  that the in ten sity  of a ccep tan ce  of 

w o m en ’ s  c a r e e r  d o es not. red u ce  the co v a len cy  of a ttitudes about the

T h e  in d ic a to r  o f a c c e p ta n c e  of w o m en ’ s  c a r e e r  i s  a  su m  to ta l  of 
s c o r e s  on q u e s t io n  5 o f th e  in te rv ie w .

A n  a n a ly s is  of p s y c h o - s o c ia l  c o r r e la t iv e s  o f o c cu p a tio n  on a c tiv a tio n  
of w o m en  is  in  p r e p a r a t io n .
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T ab le  71. Attitude about w om en ’ s c a r e e r s  by so c lo -o cc u p a tlo n a l

group /p e r c e n ta g e /*

Situation  
of the 
wom an

S o c lo -o cc u p a tlo n a l group

private
fa rm er

u n sk il­
le d

w orker

sk illed
w orker

w hite - 
c o lla r  
w ith ­
out
h ig h er  
e d u c .

w h ite -
c o lla r
with
h ig h er
ed u c a ­
tion

2

1. s in g le  
96, 8% 9 6 .4 9 6 .4 9 6 .0 9 7 .6 9 8 .1 In sign ifican t

2 . c h ild le s s  
and
m a rr ied

90,4%
8 7 .6 8 3 .6 8 0 .5 9 4 .1 9 6 .3 jc2 = 2 8 .6 9

p <  0 .0 0 1

3. m other  
w ith
ch ild  under  

3,9%

4, 8 3 .2 4 .3 3 .2 4 .6 In sig n ifica n t

4 . m other  
with
ch ild  aged  

4_615.0%

12. 6 1 4 .2 1 3 .5 16 . 3 2 5 .5 jc2 =12. 38
p = 0 .0 1

5. m other  
with  
ch ild  
o v er  7

39, 2%

36. 6 3 3 .9 35. 7 43 . 8 4 8 . 0 χ 2 = 13 .7
p <  0 . 001

^ P ercen tage  o f a n sw ers: "It’ s b e tter  she w ork ’ s "  
for  Individual c a te g o r ie s
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ch ild  e ith er  in  it s  em o tio n a l of behav iou ra l d im en sion . C orrela tion  co ef­

f ic ie n ts  a re  low  and in sig n ifica n t.

W hat do w om en th e m se lv e s  think about th e ir  p ro fe ss io n a l c a r e e r s?

A ll  w om en w ere  a sk ed  how they  v iew ed  th e m se lv e s  upon en tering  adult 

l if e ,  and m o re  sp e c if ic a l ly  about th e ir  a ttitudes tow ards tw o so c ia l r o le s :  

one connected  w ith  the h ou se  and fa m ily  l ife ,  the other connected  w ith  

occu pationa l c a r e e r  /T a b le  7 2 / .

T ab le  72 sh o w s that w o m e n 's  a ttitu d es are  accom p anied  by a c e r ­

ta in  s c a le  of p r e fe r e n c e s  in  the sp h ere  o f v a lu e s . L eavin g  a s id e  5 .4  per 

cen t of the m o st r a d ic a l r e s p o n s e s  - the w om en who s e e  th e m se lv es  

a x c lu s iv e ly  a s  p r o fe ss io n a lly  a c tiv e  - other w om en who opt fo r  r e c o n ­

c ilin g  c a r e e r  r o le s  w ith fa m ily  r o le s  d isp lay  m o re  in vo lvem en t with  

su ch  v a lu es  a s: independent fra m e  of m ind , in te re st in g  job and educa­

tio n . It i s  abvious that w om en who ch o se  one of the th ree  w ays differ  

in  te r m s  of education  / t h e  avera g e  num ber of sch o o l y e a r s  in  each  c o ­

lum n of tab le  72 i s  r e sp e c tiv e ly :  8 .0 ;  9 .7  and 9 . 3 / ,  background and

age  /r e c o n c i l in g  p r o fe ss io n a l and fa m ily  r o le s  is  m o st often d ec lared  

by w om en aged from  20 to 4 0 / .  T h is  how ever is  not the m atter  of 

top im p o rta n ce . What i s  the ch a ra cter  of r e la tio n sh ip  betw een  fem ale  

a ttitu d es about th e ir  m ajor life  r o le s  and th e ir  a ttitudes about the child?

Q uite  a sto n ish in g  and s ig n ifica n t find in gs have com e from  table 73 .

T he em o tio n a l com ponent of attitude about the ch ild  w as exp ected  to  be 

m o re  in te n s iv e  in  w om en who id en tify  th e m se lv e s  fu lly  w ith  the r o le  

of m other and w ife . If i t  i s  not so  - b eca u se  i t  i s  am ong w om en who 

s e e  th e ir  l iv e s  en rich ed  by p r o fe ss io n a l c a r e e r s  that I found a much 

str o n g e r  co v a len cy  of attitude about the ch ild  -  it  m ea n s that I m ust 

have d etected  a g u aran tee  that the attitude about the ch ild  w ill  s te e r  

further  and further away from  its  ob lig a to ry  a ssu m p tio n s and m otivation s  

and m ove tow ards a r ic h e r , m o re  r e f le c t iv e  parenthood . T h is  co n clu sion  

i s  a l l  the m o re  im portant "seeing that it  g o e s  w ith the r e s u lt  o f a n a ly s is  

of v a r ia tio n s  ind ica tin g  that c a te g o r ie s  of w om en d ifferen tia ted  by their  

l if e  -orientations a re  id e n tica l in te r m s of the num ber o f d e s ir e d  c h il­

dren . T h is  r e s u lt  o f c o u rse  a p p lie s  to w om en from  young c o u p le s /T a b le  ~
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T able 72. L ife  r o le s  p r e fer re d  by w om en v is  a v i s

g e n e ra l v a lu es  /p e r c e n t a g e /*

L ife  r o le s  p r e fe r r e d  by w om en

w ife  and 
m o th er  In 
the f ir s t  
pla ce  
53.3%

r ec o n c ilin g  
c a r e e r  w ith  
fa m ily  life  
41.3% .

w orking  
wom an In 
thé f ir s t  
place  
5,4%

2

1. prom otion 6 .1 4 .4 2 4 .0 jt2 = 2 8 .5 8
p <  0 .0 0 1

2. having
fr ien d s 3 8 .4 4 2 .8 2 8 .0 in s i  gn lflcant

3. affluence 6 1 .6 5 4 .0 4 6 .0
2

ä  = 8 . 0 0  
p <  0 . 001

4. Independent 
fra m e  of 
m ind

7 .9 1 4 .1 2 2 .0 i 2 = 1 4 .5 8
p*;0 . 001

5. w ork  for  
o th ers 9. 7 1 0 .4 1 2 .0 in sig n ifica n t

6, In terestin g
job 1 5 .4 3 0 .3 3 8 .0

X 2 = 3 4 .4 1
p 0 . 001

7. c h ild re n ’ s 
upbringing 67. 9 4 9 .9 2 8 .0

X 2 = 4 8 . 76 '
p <  0. 001

8. su c c e s s fu l
p e r so n a l
l ife

7 4 .3 6 9 .2 5 2 .0 X 2 = 1 2 .0 6  
p<£l 0 . 001

9. education 6. 7 8 .4 1 4 .0 in sig n ifica n t

10. enjoym ent 
o f l ife 1 1 .5 1 5 .9

L
3 9 .0

X  = 1 3 .9 8  
p o. ooi

i t
p ercen ta g e  o f options fo r  Individual v a lu e s .
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It a ls o  turns out that a ll h a s i t s  p r ice  - favourable cu ltu ra l chan­

g e s  inc lu ded . In the a n a ly s is  of the ind icator  of a ccep tan ce  of w o m en 's  

c a r e e r s  in the th ree  subgroups d isc u s se d  h ere  the fact that the m ean  

r e s u lt s  a r e  r e s p e c t iv e ly  2 .3 ,  2 .7  and 2 .8  and that d iffe re n c es  a re  s ta t i­

s t ic a lly  s ig n ifica n t is  m uch l e s s  im portant than the fact that w ith the 

m axim um  value of le ind icator am ounting to  5 even  in  the group of 

w om en  a b so lu te ly  d eterm in ed  for  a p r o fe ss io n a l c a re er  the ind icator  

r e a c h e s  2 .8 .  T h is  m ay s ig n a l a cogn itive  d isso n a n ce  betw een the assu m ed  

m o d e l and the conten ts o f ev ery d a y  l ife  e x p e r ien ce .

I have not found any ev id en ce  that v a lu es  connected  w ith the sphere  

of se x u a l life  and v a lu es  connected  w ith the sp h ere  o f p r o fe ss io n a l ca re er  

could p o se  in  any jeopardy  to the p o sitio n  of the ch ild . T he follow ing  

sh o r t s e c t io n  w il l  show if  p rogram m ed  a ctio n s or ien ted  tow ards the child  

and the fa m ily  fu lf i l  th e ir  ta sk .

S o c ia l p o l ic y . T h ree  groups of respond en ts have been so r ted  out 

fo r  the purpose of th is  se c tio n  of inquiry  acco rd in g  to a tw ofold c r it e ­

rion; p e r so n s  w h o se  a l l  ch ild ren  w ere  born in  a d efin ite  per iod  spanned  

by a d efin ite  s o c ia l  p o licy  p rogram . P e r io d  I c o v er s  the y e a r s  1947-55  

w hich  saw  p a rticu la r  in te n sif ica tio n  of occu pational activ a tio n  of wom en; 

P e r io d  H c o v e r s  the y e a r s  1 9 5 6 -7 0  m arked by a m oderate  in c r e a se  in  

the fem a le  em ploym ent; and P e r io d  HI, the y e a rs  1 9 7 1 -1 9 7 9 , w here  

o rd er  w a s the p o licy  or ien ted  tow ards the fa m ily  and the w om an.

T h is  h as p a rtly  d eterm in ed  the ch a ra cter  of the su b-group  to  be 

dealt w ith . It d oes not include p erso n s w ith m any ch ild ren . F ro m  e s t i ­

m a tio n s of the a v e r a g e  tim e  of b irth  of ch ild ren  in  the population under 

study  I know that on ly  P e r io d  II e m b r a ce s  p e r so n s w ith f iv e  ch ildren  

w h ile  in  P e r io d s  I and HI the m axim um  num ber of ch ild ren  should not 

be m o re  than th r e e . P e r io d  HI has two sp e c if ic  fea tu res; a s im ila r ity  

betw een  the a v era g e  num ber of ch ild ren  opted for by the respond en ts  

accom p an ied  by a faU  in the a v era g e  num ber of ch ild ren  a ctu a lly  had.

I d ec id ed  to pay p a rticu la r  atten tion  to groups w ith d ifferen t r e lig io u s  

b e l ie f s .  /T a b . 74, 75, 7 6 /.
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T a b le  73. T h e  v a lu e  of the c h ild  m e a s u r e d  by fa c to r

In d ic a to r  v is  a  v is  l if e  r o l e s  p r e f e r r e d  by w o m en

132

Life ro les  p r e fer re d  ; .Mean ■ S t .  d e v .

1. w ife  and m other 0. 04 0. 34

2 . r ec o n c ilin g  fa m ily  and
p r o fe ss io n a l r o le s 0 .1 4 0. 87

3. e x c lu s iv e ly  c a r e e r -
or ien ted -0 .2 6 0. 95

F = 4 .1 2

p = 0 . 01

T ab le  74 . A v erage  n u m b er ó f ch ild ren  now and r e sp o n d e n t's  education  

/ i n  d efin ite  p e r io d s /

Level o f education  : P eriod  o f b irth  of ch ild ren

1947 -1 9 5 5 1 9 5 6 -1 9 7 0 1971 -1 9 7 9

1 . Incom plete  
e lem en ta ry 2 .6 -  2 .2 1 .0

2 . e lem en ta ry 2 .2 2 .4 1 .6

3. b a s ic  v o ca tio n a l 2 .0 2 .2 1 .4

4 . Incom plete  
seco n d a ry 2 .1 2 .2 1 .3

5 . seco n d a ry  
vo cation a l 1 .9 1 .8 1 .4

6 . seco n d a ry  
g en era l 1 .8 2 . 0 1 .3

7. p o s t-se c o n d a r y 3 .0 2 .0 1 .5

8 . Incom plete  
higher 2 .0 1 .8 1 .3

9. h igher 1 .5 1 .5 1 .5
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T a b le  75. A v e rag e  n u m b e r  o f c h ild re n  now and  r e s p o n d e n t’ s

f a th e r ’ s so c lo -o c c u p a tlo n a l  g ro u p  / i n d e f i n i t e  p e r io d s /

■Soclo -o c c u p a tio n a l 
g ro u p  of r e s p o n d e n t ’ s 
f a th e r s  ;

T e r lo d  of b i r th  of th e  c h ild

1947-1955 1956-1970 1971-1979

1. p r iv a te  f a r m e r 2 .4 2 .4 1 .6

2 . u n s k il le d  w 'o rk e r 2 . 3 2 . 0 1 .4

3 . m e r c h a n t ,
c r a f t s m a n 2. 0 1. 8 1 .4

4 . s k i l le d  w o rk e r 2 .2 1 .9 1 .4

5. w h i te - c o l l a r
w ith o u t h ig h e r  e d u ­
c a tio n 1 .6 1. 9 1 .4

6. w h i te - c o l l a r  w ith
h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n 2. 0 1 .6 1. 4

T a b le  76. T h e  m e a n  n u m b e r  o f c h ild re n  and  th e  in te n s i ty  of 

r e l ig io u s  b e lie fs  / i n  p e r io d s / .

R e lig io u s n e s s
;

P e r io d  of b i r th  of c h ild re n

1947 -1 9 5 5 1 956 -1 9 7 0 1971 -1979

1. n o n -b e lie v e r 1 .0 1 .5 1 .4

2. b e l i e v e r  no t 
g o in g  to  
c h u rc h 2 .0 1 .9 1 .4

3. b e l i e v e r  going 
to  c h u rc h 2. 3 2 .3 1 .5
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T h u s an  in te r e s t in g  s i tu a t io n  e m e r g e s :  a t  th e  t im e  of th e  m o s t  in ­

te n s iv e  o p e ra t io n  of s o c ia l  p o lic y  th e  n u m b e r  of c h ild re n  a c tu a l ly  h ad  

i s  il® tinitely__on J h e _ j ie c l in e .  A n o th e r  fin d in g  is  th a t  th e r e  a r e  no d if ­

f e re n c e s  in  th e  n u m b e r of c h ild re n  in  in d iv id u a l s o c ia l  s t r a t a .  O ne 

cou ld  a rg u e  th e s e  to  be th e  e f fe c ts  of s o c ia l  p o lic y  o r ie n te d  to w a rd s  

w o m en  o r  th e  e f fe c ts  of e m p lo y m e n t po licy^ B u t i t  i s  n o t so . F o r  i t  is  

know n th a t  fe m a le  c a r e e r s  d if fe r  in  v a r io u s  e d u c a tio n  c a te g o r ie s .  A . 

K u rz y n o w sk i found  th a t  a m o n g  m a r r i e d  w om en  w ith  p r im a r y  .e d u c a tio n  

64 p e r  c e n t to o k  jo b s  o u ts id e  ho m e a g a in s t  72 p e r  c e n t w ith  b a s ic

v o c a tio n a l, 81 p e r  c e n t w ith  s e c o n d a ry  g e n e r a l ,  86 p e r  c e n t w ith  s e c o n -
39,

d a r y  v o c a tio n a l  and  a ls o  86 p e r  c e n t w ith  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n

T h is  r e p o r t  is  no t th e  r ig h t  p lace  fo r  c o n s id e r a t io n s  a b o u t th e  v a ­

r ia t io n s  of s o c ia l  p o lic y . A s u b je c t  l ik e  th is  n e e d s  a  s e p a r a t e  s tu d y  and  

i t  is  b e in g  p r e p a r e d .  F o r  th e  t im e  b e in g  i t  w i l l  be enough  to  s a y  th a t  

th e  h i th e r to  o p e ra t io n  of s o c ia l  p o lic y  h a s  p ro v o k e d  no v is ib le  r e s p o n s e  

f ro m  th e  P o l i s h  fa m ily .

Con_clu_s_ions_. T h e  h y p o th e s e s  w h o se  v e r i f ic a t io n  w as th e  a im  o f th is  

c h a p te r  w e re :

H y p o th e s is  V II. H :gh  v a lu e s  of the  e m o tio n a l  co m p o n e n t of a tt i tu d e  

ab o u t th e  c h ild  a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d  by: a /  low a c c e p ta n c e  o f w o m e n ’ s 

c a r e e r s ;  b/  h ig h e r  le v e l  of r ig o u r is m  in  s e x u a l  l ife ;  c /  a c c e p ta n c e  

of fa m ily  p lan n in g .

H y p o th e s is  V III. Low v a lu e s  of th e  b e h a v io u ra l  co m p o n e n t of a t t i ­

tu d e  ab o u t th e  c h ild  o r ,  in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  low  p r o c r e a t io n a l  n e ed s  

a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d  by: a /  h ig h  a c c e p ta n c e  of w o m e n ’ s c a r e e r s ;  

b / low le v e l  o f r ig o u r is m  in  s e x u a l  l if e ;  c /  h ig h  a c c e p ta n c e  of 

fa m ily  p lan n in g .

T h e s e  tw o h y p o th e s e s  s ig n a l  a  sp e c u la tio n  of a  m o re  g e n e r a l  n a tu r e ,  

n a m e ly , a h y p o th e tic a l  m o d e l o f a tt i tu d e  ab o u t th e  c h ild  in  w h ich  h igh  

r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e m o tio n a l c o m p o n e n t /h y p .  V ÏI/ a r e  a c c o m p a n ie d  by low

39A .K u rz y ń o w sk i, A k ty w iz a c ja  zaw odow a k o b ie t z am ęż n y c h  w P o ls c e  
L udow ej f O c c u p a tio n a l A c tiv a tio n  of M a r r ie d  W om en  in  P e o p le ’ s P o la n d J ,  
K s ią ż k a  i W ied za , W a rsz a w a  1979 .
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/ o r  not too h igh /  p ro crea tio n a l n eed s /b y p o th . V III/, T h is  is  a key  

point in the su b ject area  d escr ib ed  in th is  rep o rt on w hich  I w il l  now 

fo c u s .

B oth h y p o th eses sp eak  quite e x p lic it ly  ab o u t connection s betw een  

v a r ia b le s .  T h is  type of a ssum p tion  m ak es it n e c e s sa r y  to rem ind  c e r ­

ta in  e a r lie r  a s s e r t io n s .  A s is  know n on the b a s is  of the h ith erto  analy­

s e s  th ere  is  no e m p ir ic a l ev id en ce  for high r e s u lt s  of the em otion a l 

com ponent of attitude about the ch ild  and low p ro crea tio n a l n eed s /th e  

la tte r  r em a in  on a m edium  le v e l  in  a l l  s o c ia l  g r o u p s /. In th is  situation  

i t  w i l l  be m ore  ju s tif ie d  to sp eak  a b o u t d e fin ite  ten d en c ies  in co ex iste n c e  

of the v a r ia b le s .  But even  g iv en  su ch  l e s s  s t r i c t  c r ite r ia  the fact rem ain! 

that n e ith er  o f the two h y p o th eses h a s  b n proved tr u e . It turns out that 

h igh er  r e s u lt s  o f the em o tio n a l com ponent co rresp o n d  to  h igh er acceptanc- 

of w om en ’ s  c a r e e r s  / a l s o  am o n g  w o m en  t h e m s e lv e s / ,  low er r ig o u r is m  

in  se x u a l l ife  and a ccep ta n ce  of fa m ily  planning.

The r e je c t io n  of h y p o th esis  VIH is  ev en  m ore obvious s in ce  p r o ­

c re a tio n a l n eed s of co u p les m a rr ied  l e s s  than 15 y e a r s  / o r ,  to put it 

p r e c is e ly ,  the n eed s e x p r e s se d  by one of the s p o u s e s /  are  v e ry  s im ila r  

ir r e s p e c t iv e  of the d iffe re n c es  in  m any other c a te g o r ie s  of a s s e s sm e n t ,  

fo r  in sta n ce  the s o c ia l  background. T h e r efo r e  a l l  that can be sa id  is  

that h igh er to ler a n c e  of p rem a rita l se x u a l life  and higher a c c e p ta n c e  

of w om en ’s c a r e e r s  b e lit t le  n e ith er  p ro crea tio n a l d isp o sit io n s  n o r  the 

in d ica to r  of the num ber of ch ild ren .

Sum m ing up it  can  be sta te a  that two im portant sp h e re s  o f so c ia l  

l ife  w h ile  b ecom in g m o re  akin to th o se  w h ich  c h a r a c te r iz e  m odern s o ­

c ie t ie s  do not a t the sa m e  tim e b ecom e c o r r e la t iv e  w ith  the d e c re a se  

of any of the two com ponents of attitude about the ch ild .
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C O N C L U S I O N S

A t the end of ea ch  chapter of th is rep o rt I su m m ed  up the m ajor  

f in d in g s . My fin a l rem a rk s w ill  look at them  a s  a w h ole .

I s h a ll  s ta r t  from  the d istr ib u tio n  of a c ce n ts  and p roportions of the  

m a te r ia l w h ich  m ay se e m  s lig h tly  d ifferen t from  what the t it le  of the 

r ep o r t su g g e s ts .  T aking up the d e sc r ip tio n  of the p lace of the ch ild  

a g a in st other v a lu e s  I a ssu m e d  that I need  f ir s t  o f a l l  operation a liza tion  

o f the ob ject w h ose  p o s itio n  is  to be d e term in ed . 'T h e  ch ild ' has been  

trea teu  as an attitude to  or about the ch ild  built o f  two com ponents: e m o ­

tio n a l and b eh a v iou ra l. In the co u r se  of the su rv e y  I e sta b lish e d  that 

the str u c tu r e  of th is  attitude i s  in co h eren t. I s ta r ted  to w onder i f  it is  

not th is  in co h eren ce  ra th er  than the p ro p o rtio n s of options fo r  defin ite  

v a lu e s  that can contain  p resu m p tio n s exp la in in g  the fa l l  of natural in c r e ­

a s e .  A c lo s e r  scru tin g  of the conten ts of th is  attitude provided  enough  

ev id en ce  fo r  sta tin g  that th ere  i s  in  our s o c ie ty  / i e .  the sa m p le  under 

stu d y / a v e r y  w ide em o tio n a l sp a ce  a ss o c ia te d  w ith the ch ild  but a lso  

that th ere  a re  grow ing  gaps in the e m o tio n a l c o n ten ts . D raw ing on e m p i­

r ic a l  data I in terp ret th is  fa c t a s  an in d ica tion  of a p r o c e s s  o f tr a n sfo r ­

m ation  of the concept of parenthood from  an ob lig a tio n a l m o d el to m odel 

b ased  on fr e e  c h o ice , r e f le c t io n  and a ctu a l n eed s.

T he atten tion  I paid to the attitude about the ch ild  has proved worth  

the tro u b le . T he e s ta b lish m e n t  of the h igh p o s it io n  o f the ch ild  in the 

h ie ra r ch y  of other d e s ir a b le  v a lu es  confronted  w ith  know ledge about the 

stru c tu re  o f a ttitudes about the ch ild  w il l  sa v e  us fro m  an in terp reta tion  

that P o le s  have to fa c e  a d isso n a n ce  betw een  w hat em o tio n s and needs
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c o n n ec te d  w ith  h av in g  c h ild re n  th e y  th in k  th e y  h a v e  an d  a  m u ch  n a r r o ­

w e r  ra n g e  of p o s s ib i l i t i e s  of m e e tin g  th e s e  n e e d s .  C o m m o n  b e lie fs  to  

th e  c o n tr a r y  th e r e  is  no su c h  d is s o n a n c e .

T h e re  is  no d is c r e p a n c y  on th e  d e c la ra t iv e  le v e l :  th e  h ig h  p la c e  '  

o f th e  c h ild  in  th e  h i e r a r c h y  of v a lu e s  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  c o m m o n n e ss  

o f d e c la ra t io n  th a t  hav in g  c h ild re n  i s  d e f in i te ly  w o r th w h ile . B o th  th e s e  

in d ic a to r s  a r e  no t a c c o m p a n ie d  by  d e e p  a n d  ju s t if ie d  e m o tio n s  a s s o c ia te d  

w ith  th e  c h ild  i t s e l f .  In th is  s i tu a t io n  if  m y  re s p o n d e n ts  w a n t to  h av e  

and  a c tu a l ly  h av e  r e la t i v e ly  l e s s  c h ild re n  th a n  th e  p re v io u s  g e n e ra t io n  I 

c an  s e e  no c i r c u m s ta n c e s  co n d u civ e  to  a n y  d is s o n a n c e . T h e  m o re  so  a s  

a t  l e a s t  tw o f a c to r s  c an  p re v e n t  th is  u n p le a s a n t  s t a te .

T h e  f i r s t  i s  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  s e t  o f v a lu e s  a d d in g  up  to  w h a t I te r m e d  

a r a t io n a l  m o d e l is  c le a r ly  a h e a d  of th e  o th e r  th r e e .  I a m  in c lin e d  to  

s e e  th is  a s  a  g o - g e t t e r  m o d e l, one a s s o c ia te  w ith  p e tty  s ta b il iz a t io n .  In 

i t  th e  c h ild  fu n c tio n s  a s  y e t a n o th e r  s te p  in  a  s u c c e s s fu l  life  w h e re  a  

d e f in ite , h ig h  liv in g  s ta n d a r d  h a s  to  c o m e  f i r s t .  T h is  m o d e l is  c h a r a c t e ­

r i s t i c  o f 50 p e r  c en t of th e  s a m p le .

T h e  se c o n d  fa c to r  w h ich  m u c h  a g a in s t  th e  e x p e c ta t io n s  s e e m s  to 

fu n c tio n  v e ry  s im i l a r ly  i s  a  r e la t iv e ly  w eak  s h a r e  / c o m p a r e d  w ith  t r a d i ­

t io n  and  c o m m o n n e s s /  o f r e l ig io u s  b e lie fs  in  th e  sh a p in g  of c o v a le n c y  of 

a tt i tu d e  ab o u t th e  c h ild . R e lig io n  c o m e s  to  p la y  w h e re  th e  can o n  of th e  

c a th o lic  d o c tr in e  is  th re a te n e d ,  th a t  is  in  a t t i tu d e s  a b o u t fa m ily  p lan n in g  

o r a b o r tio n . It c an  be su p p o se d  h o w e v e r  th a t  i t  p la y s  a  m u ch  w e a k e r  

p a r t  in  the  sh a p in g  of r e a l  b e h a v io u r  th a n  in  d e c la r a t io n s  c o lle c te d  in  th e  

in te rv ie w .

T h e  la s t  c h a p te r  m en tio n s  a  h y p o th etica l m o d e l of th e  a tt i tu d e  ab o u t 

th e  c h ild  in  w h ich  h igh  e m o tio n s  co rresp o n d  to  m o d e ra te  p r o c r e a t io n a l  

n e e d s  / o f  c o u r s e  e m o tio n s  a r e  no t id e n tif ie d  w ith  s e n t im e n ta l i s m / .  T h is  

ju x ta p o s i t io n  can  be o f m u ch  u s e  in  s o r t in g  ou t th e  e m p i r i c a l  m a te r i a l  

an d  a s im p le r  t e r m  fo r  i t  i s :  c o n sc io u s  a n d  e m o tio n a lly  r i c h  p a re n th o o d .

A nd th e  l a s t  i s s u e :  the  p o s i t io n  of th e  c h ild  in  th e  s y s te m  o f o b je c ts  

of r e a l i ty  and s p h e r e s  o f life  w h ich  th e  P o le s  h o ld  a s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  can  

be s a id  to  be. q u ite  v ag u e  s in c e  in  th e  p o in t of f a c t  l i t t l e  i s  know n ab o u t
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w hy th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  P o le s  w a n t to  h av e  l e s s  c h ild re n  i r r e s p e c t iv e  of

w h a t an d  who th e y  a r e .  T h e  c h an g e s  in  th e  w ay  o f life  w h ich  hav e  b een

ta c k le d  in  th e  a n a ly s is ,  th a t  i s  th e  p h en o m en o n  of o c cu p a tio n a l a c tiv a tio n

an d  in c r e a s in g  s e x u a l  p e r m is s iv e n e s s  can  h a r d ly  be m ad e  re s p o n s ib le

/ f a r  la c k  of c le a r  e m p ir ic a l  e v id e n c e /  f o r  re d u c in g  th e  v a lu e  of th e  c h ild .
40T h e  d a ta  show  th a t  th e  a c tu a l  p r o c e s s  is  o p p o site

W h ere  a r e  th e  m e c h a n is m s  sh a p in g  th e  a tt i tu d e  ab o u t th e  c h ild  and 

h e n c e  a ls o  p ro c re a t io n a l  n e e d s ?  T h e  c o n te n ts  an d  c o n n o ta tio n s  of the  

r a t i o n a l  m o d e l of l ife  of young co u p le s  s u g g e s t  th a t  w e a r e  edg ing  on

th in k in g  in  t e r m s  of c o s ts  and p r o f i t s .  I f  i t  i s  so  i t  w ould  be  w o rth w h ile  

to  l e a r n  a b o u t how th e  P o le s  f e e l  ab o u t th e  su m  to ta l  o f c o s ts  and  p ro f i ts  

c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  ch ild , e m o tio n a l,  s o c ia l  and e co n o m ic  c o s ts ,  th a t  i s .  

T h is  is  y e t a n o th e r ,  new r e s e a r c h  th em e  an d  a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  one of th e  

c o n c lu s io n s  of th is  r e p o r t .

Due to  th e  s h o r t  t im e  l im i t  a llo w ed  fo r  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  and e la b o ­

r a t io n  of th is  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t  no t a l l  i ts  t h r e a d s  hav e  b een  e x p lo re d  

and  d e s c r ib e d  in  fu l l .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  w ill  be co n tin u e d .

Ίυ ,
F o r  e x . :  in  1963, g i r l s  s e x  b e fo re  m a r r i a g e  s e e m e d  out of th e  

q u e s t io n fo r  8%; in  1979 fo r  23 .5%  of o u r  s o c ie ty .  B o y s ’ p r e m a r i t a l  sex  
se e m e d  ou t o f th e  q u e s t i o n  fo r  19% in  1963 a n d  fo r  3 4 , 5 %  in 1979.
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A pendix I 

T a b le s  ch a r a c te r iz in g  the sam p le
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T ab le  3 . L e v e l of education  and the p la ce  of r e s id e n c e  /p e r c e n ta g e /

L e v e l of education C ou ntryside Town T o ta l

140
Incom plete e lem en ta ry 1 1 ,1 2 ,1 7 ,3

861
E lem en ta ry 54, 6 31 , 7 4 5 , 0

158
B a s ic  v o ca tio n a l 9 , 6 6 ,3 8 ,3

102
Incom plete seco n d a ry 4 ,3 6 ,7 5 ,3

306
S econdary  v a ca tio n a l 10, 6 2 3 ,4 16 , 0

157
Secondary  g e n e r a l 3 ,3 14, 9 8 ,2

53
P o r t  -  se c o n d a r y 1 ,1 5 ,1 2 ,8

53
Incom plete h igh er 1 ,9 4 , 0 2 ,8

83
H igher 3 ,3 5 ,7 4 , 3

T o ta l 1109 804 1913
58, 0 42 , 0 1 0 0 , 0

2
OC = 281 ; p <  0, 001
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T a b le  4 . L e v e l  of e d u c a tio n  and th e  in te n s i ty  of r e l ig io u s  b e lie fs  
/ p e r c e n ta g e /

L ev e i of education
N o n ­
b e lie v e r

B e lie v er
V

B e lie v er  
going to 
church

T o ta l

Incom plete
e lem en ta ry 0 7 ,1 92, 9

141
7 ,5

E lem en ta ry 2 ,1 1 9 ,6 7 8 ,3
846 

45, 0

B a s i l  v a ca tio n a l 1 ,3 2 8 ,5 7 0 ,3
158
8 ,4

Incom plete  seco n d a ry 5 , 0 2 9 ,0 66, 0
100
5 ,3

Secon d ary  v o ca tio n a l 6, 8 3 2 ,7 6 0 ,5
294

1 5 ,7

S econdary  g e n e r a l 10, 2 5 9 ,9
157

2 9 ,9 8, 4

P o s t  -  seco n d a ry 9 ,8 3 7 ,3 52, 9
. 51 
2, 7

In com p lete  h igh er 1 1 ,5 • 3 0 ,8 5 7 ,8
52 

2, 8

1 6 ,5 3 4 ,2 49 4
79 

4 2H igher

T o ta l 85
4 ,5

455
2 4 ,2

1338  
71, 2

1878  
100 , 0

I

jc2 = 1 4 0 ,2 2 ; p .C 0 ,0 0 1
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T able  6. P la c e  of r e s id e n c e  and in te n sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs
/ p ercen ta g e /

P la c e  of r e s id en ce N on­
b e lie ­
v er

B e lie v e r  
not going  
to  church

5
B e lie v er  
going  
to church

T otal

C ountryside
towns:

1 ,9 1 4 ,2 84, 0 40, 0

up to  10 thousand 2 ,7 16, 8 80, 5
113 
6, 0

1 0 - 2 0  " 3, 6 34, 3 62 ,1
140 
7, 4

20 - 50 " 4 ,3 30, 0 65 „7
210

1 1 ,1

50 - 100 " 1 2 ,5 31, 7 55, 8
120
6 ,4

over  100 · " 7 ,3 3 3 ,3 5 9 ,5
550

29 ,1

T o ta l 86 458 1344 1888

4 ,6 24, 3 7 1 ,2 100, 0

2
Ji = 138 , 72; p <  0, OOl
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T able 7. P la c e  of r e s id e n c e  t i l l  age  of 14 and p la ce  of r e s id e n c e  

ju st now

P la c e  of liv in g  
ju s t  now

C ou ntryside Town T o ta l

762
C ountryside 9 5 ,9 4 ,1 3 9 ,6
towns:

118
up to 10 thousand 5 4 ,2 45 , 8 6 ,1

143
1 0 - 2 0  thousand 3 5 ,7 64, 3 7 ,4

213
20 - 50 thousand 3 9 ,0 61, 0 1 1 ,1

126
50 -  100 thousand 3 4 ,9 6 5 ,1 6, 6

561''
over  100 thousand 2 5 ,0 75, 0 2 9 ,2

-

T o ta l 1113 810 1923
5 7 ,9 4 2 ,1 1 0 0 ,0

■
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T a b le  8 . A ge and in ten sity  of r e lig io u s  b e lie fs  /p e r c e n ta g e /

A ge N on­
b e lie v e r

1
B e lie v e r  
not going  
to  church

B e lie v er  
going to 
church

T ota l

16 - 19 6 ,7 30, 0 6 3 ,3
60

3 ,2

20 -  24 6 ,0 2 6 ,3 67, 7
365

1 9 ,6

25 - 29 3 ,4 3 1 ,4 6 5 ,2
204  

10 , 9

149
30 - 34 7 ,4 3 1 ,5 6 1 ,1 8, 0

35 -  39 5 ,2 28, 6 6 6 ,2
154
8 ,5

40 - 44 5, 7 2 2 ,6 71, 7
159
8 ,0

45 - 49 5 ,6 24, 3 7 0 ,1
214

1 1 ,5

50 -  59 2 ,2 1 8 ,0 79, 7
449

2 4 ,1

o v er  60 2 ,7 1 0 ,9 8 6 ,4
110
5 ,9

T o ta l 86 450 1328 1864

4 ,6 24 ,1 7 1 ,2 100, 0

2
-X = 51 , 27; p C  0, 001
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T able  9. P la c e  of r e s id e n c e  t i l l  age  of 14 and in te n s ity  of r e lig io u s  
b e lie fs  /p e r c e n ta g e /

P la c e  of r e s id e n c e
N on­
b e lie v e r

B e lie v e r  
not going  
to  church

B e lie v e r  
going to  
church

1
T o ta l

C ountryside 2 9 ,4 41,8 65, 5

1096

5 8 ,1

T ow n 7 0 ,6 5 8 ,2 3 4 ,5
789
4 1 ,9

T o ta l 85 459 1341 1885

4 ,5 24 , 4 7 1 ,1 100 , 0

tx2 = 1 0 9 ,2 3 ; p er 0 ,0 0  1

rcin.org.pl
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COMMITTEE ON RADIO AND TELEVISION A nonym ous inq u iry
"POLISH RADIO A N D  TELEVISION" .

C entre of P u b lic  Opinion P o ll  
and P ro g ra m m e Studies

L IF E  IN THE FAM ILY

Q uestion A n sw er Code

L What do you think a r e  L  it  i s  e a s ie r  fo r  a couple  
the m o s t  im portant to  grow  r ich , to rea ch
advan tages o f m a r r ia g e?  so m eth in g  in l i f e

P le a se  ch o o se  not m o r e  
than th r e e  a n sw e rs .

m a r r ia g e  g iv e s  p ro tection  
and support in  n eed

3. en a b le s  r eg u la r  p h y s ica l  
r e la t io n sh ip s  betw een
a m an and a wom an

4. g iv e s  ch ild ren , m a k e s  hom e  
fo r  them  and a llo w s  th e ir  
r ea r in g

5. th e r e  i s  so m eo n e  to  sh a re  
y o u r  in te r e s t s  w ith

6. s a t i s f ie s  the n eed  of  
lo v e  and c a re

7. m a r r ia g e  h e lp s  to  so lv e  
m any ev er y d a y  p ro b lem s  
/w a sh in g , eatin g , h ou se  
r e p a ir s ,  e tc . /

a. any o th er  ad van tages
/ s p e c i f y /   .....................
« » · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · * · ·

S. can ’ t s e e  any advantages  
of m a r r ia g e

l a  W hich of th e  a d v a n ta g e s  L P le a s e  s e le c t  one  a n s w e r
y o u r  h av e  ch o se n  i s  o n ly  f ro m  th o s e  p r e v io u s -
d e f in i te ly  th e  m o s t  ly  c h o se n
im p o r ta n t? __________________________________ _________________

/ in d ic a te  a p p r o p r ia te  
n u m b e r /

rcin.org.pl
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L et us c o n sid e r  v a r io u s m o re  im portant th ings in l if e
üSiLiîËS- iÜlîL -ÎlLe·’ s h a ^ ^ _ in _ y o u r  _cjis e_

2. A re  you sa t is f ie d , ' /r*ut "ς " in appropriate c e l l s / ____________Code
or not? · ‘ d e fi-  fa ir -  ra th er  d efin i- hard does C

n ite - ly  s a -  d is s a -  te ly  d is -  to say  not g 
ly  s a -  t i s -  t i s -  s a t i s -  don’ t con-
t is f ie d  f ied  fied  fied  c a re  cern  e

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. w ith  your hou sing

2 . w ith  your  ch ild ren

3. w ith  yo u r  p r iv a te  
l i f e  / i f  m a rr ied :  
w ith your  m a r r ia g e /

4. w ith your health  
and fr a m e  of m ind

5. w ith  education  
atta ined  so  fa r

6, w ith  r e la tio n ­
sh ip s  you have w ith  
p eo p le  -  c o lle a g u e s ,  
n eig h b o u rs, fr ien d s

7. w ith  the am ount of 
l e is u r e  your have  
and the way you  
spend i t

8. w ith  your job and  
your a ch iev em en ts  
th ere  / i f  not 
w orking: w ith  other  
p erm anent d u ties -  
e . g. s c h o o l/

9. w ith  your eco n o ­
m ic  standard  of l i ­
v ing, your in co m e

rcin.org.pl
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3. B elow  we sh a ll d e sc r ib e  four young m a r r ie d  co u p le s and Code
th e ir  fa m ily  p la n s. T hey a ll s t i l l  have in con ven ien t d w ellin g  
cond itions: a l l  have undertaken work r e la t iv e ly  r e c e n tly  and 
th e ir  ea rn in g s a r e  m o d est.
W ill you p le a se  ch o o se  the coup le  w hich you think d o es the  
r ig h test  thing:

1 / M ary and Andrew f ir s t  want to gain su ita b le  l iv in g  and 
d w ellin g  cond itions and only then w ill  d ec id e  to have  
a  ch ild .

2 /  Ann and R obert in the f ir s t  y e a r s  o f th e ir  m a r r ia g e  want 
to enjoy each  o th e r 's  com pany, have so m e jo y  and e n te r ­
tainm ent - and only  then w ill dec id e  to nave a child .

3 / E ve and P^ul have in te r e s t in g  job s and lik e  th e ir  p r o fe ­
s s io n a l a c t iv it ie s ,  th e r e fo r e , f ir s t  o f a l l,  th ey  want to  
have so m e  p r o fe ss io n a l a ch iev em en ts  and on ly  then w ill  
d ecid e  to have a ch ild .

4 /  B arbara  and M ich ael reg a rd  having and r ea r in g  ch ild ren  a s  
one of the m o st  im portant g o a ls  in  m a r r ia g e , so  they  
intend to have a ch ild  r igh t aw ay.

W hich o f the coupl e s  do you the coup le  _____________
think d o es the t ig h te s t  thing? d o es the T ightest thing

/ in d ic a te  the num ber  
of the coup le  c h o se n /

Q uestion  4 to  a l l  w om en

4. E nter in g  yo u r  adult l if e ,  
d o /d id  you s e e  y o u r se lf  
p r im a r ily  as:

/P le a s e  ch o o se  one 
a n sw er  o n ly /

N O TE TO THE INQUIRER:

-  to a ll un m arried  up to 24 
in c lu s iv e , read  "do you"

-  to a l l  m a r r ie d  r e g a r d le s s  
of the a r e  and a ll  un­

m a r r ied  o v er  24, read  "did 
you"

1. p r im a r ily  a s  a w ife  
and m o th er

2. p r im a r ily  a s  a s u c c e s s ­
fu l w orking wom an

3. a s  a wom an who reco n ­
c i l e s  hou sew ork  with  
occu pationa l a c t iv i ­
t ie s

4. hard to sa y
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Q u estio n s 5 to 8 to a ll

5. Do you  think a wom an should /P u t  "jc" in  appropriate Code
o r  should  not work in the e e l j s / __________________________
fo llo w in g  c ir c u m sta n c e s :  b e tter  b e tter  that hard
IF  SHF. IS NOT FORCED TO that sh e  sh e  d o es not to
WORK BY FINANCIAL SIT U - w orks w ork say
A T I O N          —

1 2 3

1. when she is  single

2. Wh«a she ie  married  
and has no cbildreh

3. when she is  m arried  
and has children below, 
the age of 3

4. when she is  married  
and has children , at 
the kindergarten age

5. when she is  m arried  
and has children at 
the elementary school 
age

Each person hęs something e lse  he cares for in life and what 
some people strive for is  not worth the trouble for others.

6. We shall present you now with a lis t  of things people may care for. 
Will you p lease choose from the lis t  3 things you personally would 

T igard  as important to have a GOOD, SUCCESSFUL· LIFE.

MOTE TO THE INQUIRER:
/hahd lniormant the enclosed list. Ask to read it carefully 
smd choose not m ore than 3 things/.

1. r ise  in the world, attain the highest possible post
2. have friends, really well-wishing people
3. be well-off, prosperous
4. stay independent in one’ s views and conduct
5. do things that are useful to other people beside own family
6. have an interesting, satisfying job
7. have and rear children
8. have a happy, successful m arriage, private life  

' 9. attain the highest possible education, knowledge
10. have possibility to enjoy life , have pleasure, entertainment

Things chosen: ______________________________
/indicate 3 appropriate nun,bers 

from the l i s t / .................... ...........
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7. Now w e sh a ll p r e se n t you w ith  a l i s t  o f  v a r io u s  co n trad ictin g  
fe a tu re s  a rran ged  in p a ir s  su ch  a s . fo r  ex am p le: b ieg  - sm a ll,  
good - bad, ugly -  p retty .
W ill you p le a se  in d ica te  w hich of the two fe a tu r e s , in  each  
p air , and to what d eg ree  m a k es  you think of the ch ild , sa y  
sm a ll child .
The point i s  not to d e sc r ib e  the ch ild  you a re  fa m ilia r  w ith o r  
that o f your own, n o r  to sa y  what a ch ild  should  be l ik e  -  but 
to g iv e  the f ir s t  thoughat that c o m e s  to  vour m ind in rela tio n  
to the w ord "CHILD'.'

n e ith e r  th is  
n o r  that

3 2 1 0  1 2  3
0. joyful sad
1. r e so u r ce fu l h e lp le s s
2. s ic k ly hea lthy
3. boring in te r e s t in g
4. skinny fat
5. sm a rt c lu m sy
6. s in c e r e je a r t le s s
7. n o isy quiet
8. pretty- ngiy
9. needed u s e le s s

10. weak stro n g
11. bright dull
12. bad good
13. big sm a ll
14. quick s lo w
15. stupid w ise

3 2 1 0  1 2  3

NOTE TO THE INQUIRER:

Hand Inform ant the l i s t  o f fe a tu re s . Read ea ch  p a ir  o f fe a tu re s:  
" n y fu l or  sad", " r eso u r ce fu ll o r  h e lp le s s" , e tc . If Inform ant 
sa y s  e .g .  that ra th er  joyfu l, find out the in te n s ity  o f the fe a ­
tu re  and put "x" ap p rop riately:
-  i f  Inform ant r eg a r d s the ch ild  a s  so m eth in g  v e r y  joy fu l -  in  

colum n 3
- i f  not so  d e fin ite ly  joyfu l - in  colum n 2
-  if  "joyful" on ly  a l it t le  p r e v a ils  o v e r  "sad" -  in colum n L
If Inform ant cannot d ec id e  on one of the two fe a tu r e s  o r  th inks  
the ch ild  i s  n e ith e r  th is  -  n o r  that, put "x" in co lu m n 0 / in  
the m id d le /.

B est would be i f  Inform ant un derstan d s the m eth od  w e ll and in ­
d ic a te s  the ch o sen  fea tu re  and app rop ria te  nu m ber him  se lf .

A sk  In form ants to  resp o n d  a s  qu ick ly  a s  p o s s ib le  and w ithout 
m uch thinking.
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Code8. In gen era l, do you think 1. d e fin ite ly  y e s
i t  i s  w orth having ch ildren? 2. ra th er  y es

3. r a th er  no

4. d e fin ite ly  no

5. hard to sa y

Q uestion 8a to th o se  who a n sw ered  1, 2, 3 oraz  4 to Q. 8

8a. Why do you think so?  P le a s e  g iv e  the m o st  im portânt  
r e a s o n s .

Q u estio n s 9 to  16 to a ll

9. W hich w ay of r ea r in g  c h il-  1. 
dren  do you c o n sid e r  
b etter:

2.

p r im a r ily  in  d isc ip lin e  
and r e sp e c t  fo r  the e ld er s

p r im a r ily  in  freed om  and 
fr ien d ly  r e la tio n sh ip s  
w ith  p a ren ts

3. hard to  sa y

10. And how w e r e /a r e  you 1. 
brought up?

p r im a r ily  in  d isc ip lin e  
and r e s p e c t  fo r  the e ld er s

2. p r im a r ily  in freed om  and 
fr ien d ly  re la tio n sh ip s  
w ith  p aren ts

3. hard  to  sa y
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XI. All o f u s have cer ta in  id e a s  on what ch ild ren  should  and 
what they  should not be lik e .
We a r e  p resen tin g  you w ith a l i s t  o f v a r io u s c h a r a c te r is t ic s .  
W ill you p le a se  sa y  w hich of them  a r e  th e  m o s t  im portant for  
a te e n -a g e  ch ild  to  have, , no m a tter  i f  you have ch ild ren  and 
what age  they  a re .

NOTE TO THE INQUIRER:
Hand Inform ant the e n c lo sed  l i s t  
fu lly .

and a sk  to  read  it  c a r e -

1. w e ll-m a n n ered

2. try in g  to  rea ch  som eth in g

9. g e ttin g  along  w e ll w ith  
o th er  ch ild ren

in l if e 10. ac tin g  p ro p er ly  fo r  a boy

3. n ea t and c lea n
/ a - g i r l /

4. h o n est . 11. s e l f  r e lia n c e  / s e l f  c o n tr o l/

5. good se n s e  and so m o l 12. obed ien t to p a ren ts

judgm ant 13. r e sp o n s ib le

6. r e s o z r c e fu l 14. c o n sid e r a te

7. indipendent op in ions 15. in te r e s te d  in  how and why

8. doing w e ll at sch o o l

W ill you p le a se  sa y  now P le a s e  ch o o se  3 su ch
w hich of the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  c h a r a c te r is t ic s
l is t e d  above a r e  the m o s t  im -
portant fo r  a ch ild  to have? _____________________________

/ in d ic a te  ap p rop ria te  n u m bers  
from  the l i s t /

Ua. W hich of the c h a r a c te r is t ic s  P le a s e  s e le c t  one c h a r a c te r is t ic
you have ch o sen  i s  d e fin ite ly  on ly  from  th e se  you h ave p r e -
the m o st  im portant?  v io u s ly  ch o sen  and in d ica te  the

ap p rop ria te  nu m ber from  the l i s t
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12. What to you think i s  the
a v era g e  num ber of ch ild ren  
a m a r r ie d  couple  in th e ir  
fo r tie s  has now in Poland?  
/p le a s e  g iv e  the n u m b er/

1.

/  in d ica te  the nu m b er/

2. hard to say

13. How m any ch ild ren  do you 1. w rite  down the num ber
think a fa m ily  should  have ______________________
-  what i s  the id ea l num ber?

2. hard to say

14. Is i t  in the in te r e s t  o f 1. l e s s
our State , so c ie ty  that „,  ̂ 2. a s  m any a s  now
m o r e , l e s s  o r  a s  m any
ch ild ren  a s  now a r e  born? 3. m o r e

4. hard to sa y

15. Why i s  it , now adays, that m any m a r r ie d  c o zp le s  do not want 
to have s e v e r a l  ch ild ren  o r  do not want to have them  at all?

16. What woul d you a d v ise
a young s in g le  wom an who 
h as b eco m e pregnant?

1. to bear the ch ild  r e g a r d le s s  
of the c ir cu m sta n ce s  and try  
to  cope w ith m a tern a l o b li­
gations

2. to  bear  the ch ild  but only  
in  cer ta in  c ir cu m sta n ce s

3. to bear  the ch ild  and g ive  
i t  aw ay fo r  adoption

4. to get an abortion

5. hard  to sa y

Q uestion  16a to th o se  who a n sw ered  2 to  Q. 16

16a. If you think that a s in g le  wom an who h as b ecom e pregnant 
sh ou ld  bear  the ch ild  in cer ta in  c ir c u m sta n c e s  only, w ill 
you p le a se  sp e c ify  the c ir cu m sta n ce s?
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Q uw stions 17 and 18 to a ll

17. Would you  sa y  p le a se  who do you 1. a m an f i r s t  o f  a ll
think f ir s t  o f a l l  should  take 2 a wom an f ir s t  o f a ll
c a re  to p r o te c t a w om an a g a in st
unwanted pregnancy  - a m an or 3. both
a wom an? 4. hard to  sa y

18. Som e p eo p le  u se  v a r io u s  m e ­ 1. righ t
thods to preven t unwanted p r e g ­ 2
nancy, w hich a llo w s fa m ily
planning, l im it in g  the nu m ber 3. hard to sa y
of ch ild ren .
On the w h ole , do you think it:

Q uw stions 19 and 20 to th o se  who a n sw ered  1 /" r ig h t" / to Q. 18

19. If you  c o n sid e r  it  r igh t to u se  m eth o d s of p rev en tin g  unwanted  
pregnancy , w ill you p le a se  sa y  why?

20. T here a re  v a r io u s  m eth od s 1. sa fe  p er io d  m eth od
of p reven tin g  un inten tional 2. oth er  n atu ra l m eth o d s
p reg n a n c ies and the b irths  
of unwanted ch ild ren . W hich of 3. c o n tra cep tiv e  p ill
the m eth od s m en tion ed  h ere 4. o th er  d e v ic e s  u sed  by w o­
would you reg a rd  a s  the b est? m en  -  c h e m ic a l, m e ch a n ica l

5. p r o te c t iv e  d e v ice  u s e d  by m en

6. o th er  m eth o d s / s p e c if y /

7. hard to  sa y

Q uestion  21 to th o se  who a n sw ered  2 /" w r o n g " / to Q. 18

21. If you c o n sid e r  it  w rong to u se  any m eth od s o f p rev en tin g  un­
wanted pregnancy , w ill  you p le a se  sa y  why?
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Q uestion  22 to a ll

L y e s ,  a lw ays w hen ever p reg ­
nancy i s  unwanted

2. y e s ,  but in  cer ta in  c ir ­
c u m sta n ces only

3. no , by no m ea n s

4. hard to say

Q uestion s 23 and 23a to  th o se  who an sw ered  2 to  Q, 22

23 . In wrhat c ir cu m sta n ce s  do you /P u t  "x" in appropriate c e l ls  /
think p regnancy  m ay  be te r -  pregnancy pregnancy  hard
m inated?  m a y  be m a y  not be to

term in ated term in a ted  sa y
1 2 3

h when pregn an cy  c a u se s  dan­
g e r  to the w o m a n 's  l ife
or  hea lth

2. when the w om an i s  un­
m a r r ie d

Ut
w ith  the w o m a n 's  a c t iv i t ie s
su ch  a s  sch o o l or  work

4. when the fa m ily  h as a lr e a d y .
_got s e v e r a l  ch ild ren

5. when the fa m ily ’ s situ ation
/f in a n c ia l, d w e llin g / i s
d ifficu lt

6. when the ch ild  m a y  be born
w ith  a p h y sica l o r  m en ta l de­
fe c t  /cr ip p le d , m en ta lly  r e ­
ta r d e d /

23a . A re  th e r e  any other  c ir c u m sta n c e s  in  w hich you would allow
abortion?

Q u estion s 24 and 25 to a ll
24, W hat i s  your  opinion on in it ia -  /P u t "x" in  appropriate c e l ls ,

t in g  p h y s ica l r e la tio n sh ip s  b e- it  d e fi-  i t  m ay  be I think hard
fo r e  m a r r ia g e?  n ite ly  a llow ed  it  a b so - to

shouldnt in  cer ta in  lu te ly  say
take p la c e  c ir c u m - natu- 

" s ta n ce s  ral
i Ï 2 3 T ~

L a s  fa r  a s  a g ir l  i s  
c o n c e m e d _

2. a s  fa r  a s  a boy i s  co n cern ed

22. What i s  your opinion  
con cern in g  abortion -  
do you think it  should be 
allow'ed at a ll?

rcin.org.pl



164

25 . H ave/had  you  any ch ild ren? 1. no

2. y e s;  how m any?

/in d ic a te  the to ta l num ber  
o f c h ild r e n /

Q uestion s 26 and 27 to th o se  who a n sw ered  2 to  Q. 25

26. If you  h ave/h ad  
ch ild ren , would  
you m ind g iv in g  
so m e  in form ation  
on your fa m ily  s i ­
tuation at the  
t im e  th ey  w ere  b om ?

the y e ­
a r  in  
w hich  
the ch ild  
w a s b o m

/P u t "x11 in ap p rop riate  c e i l s /
dw eilin  g  
cond itions  
s a t i s -  un- 
fa e to - s a -  
r y  t i s -

facto-
ry

fin a n c ia l which 
situation year af- '
sa tis- un- ter the
fac- sa- c <m trac­
to ry txs- tion of

fac- m arriage 
tory

1 2 3 4 5 6
1st ch ild
2nd child
3rd ch ild
4th child
5th ch ild
6th child

27. A fter  the ch ild /P u t  "x" in ap p rop riate  c e l l s /
w as b o m , did  
th e  m o th er  
w ork o r  not?

did’ nt 
work  
at a ll

had been  
w orking  
and w ent 
back to  
w ork on 
own farm

w ent back  
to w ork  
a fte r , a 
paid  m a ­
te rn ity  
le a v e

took an gave  up 
un p aid  w orking
c h i ld -c a r e  
le a v e

1 2 3 4 5

1st ch ild  _  
2nd ch ild  
^ rd_child_  
4th ch ild  

5th c h ild _  
6th ch ild
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Q u estio n  28 to a ll

28 . What i s  your  m a r ita l sta tu s? 1. unm arried

2. m a r r ied
duration of the p r e ­
sen t m a rr ia g e

3.
/in d ic a te  the num ber of y e a r s /  
d ivorced
/a ls o  sep a ra ted  or w odow ed/

Q uestion  29 to th o se  m a r r ied  /Q . 
than 15 y e a r s

28, ans. 2 /  for  not m o re

29. W ould you lik e  to have any  
/ m o r e /  ch ild ren  in the fu ­
ture?
/n o  m a tter  w h eth er you  
have got ch ild ren  so  far  
o r  n o t /

1. y e s , I would  
/'how m any? /

2.

/in d ic a te  the n u m b er/

no /n o t any m o r e  o r  none 
at a l l /

3. hard to say

Q uestion  30 to a l l  s in g le  /Q . 28. a n s . 1 or  3 /  below  the  
a ge  of 34

30. W ould you lik e  to have, 1. y e s ,  I would
ch ild ren  in  the future? /haw  m any? /

/in d ic a te  the num ber/

2. no

3. hard to sa y
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INFORMANT' s BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS

Sex: 1 . m a le  
2„ fe m a le

A re  you liv in g  in:
1. v illa g e
2. town to 10 thou s. inhabitants
3. town 10-20  thous.
4. town 2 0 -5 0  " "
5. town 5 0 -1 0 0  " "
6. town o v e r  100 thous. "____________
How do you judge your /y o u r  fa m ily /  
fin a n c ia l situation?
1. Γ m  v e ry  w e ll off
2. I’ m  p retty  w e ll off
3. p a ssa b ly , a v era g e
4. I’ m  not too w e ll off
5. V m  badly off, in  a d iff i-

cuit fin a n c ia l situ ation _____________
D w ellin g  cond itions:

1 / e x c lu s iv e ly  at the d isp o sa l o f L , 
h is  c lo s e s t  fa m ily : sp o u se , ch ild ­
ren  /I .  i s  the m ain  o ccu p an t/

2 /  liv in g  in the h ou se / f la t  o f pa­
r en ts , ch ild ren , o ther  r e la t iv e s  

3 /  r o o m /r o o m s  ren ted  from  str a n g e r s  
4 / o th er  / s p e c i f y /   .......................

04a / i f  Q. 4 ans. 2 , 3 , 4 /
A re  you ex p ectin g  a se p a ­
ra te  flat?
1. y e s ,  in   ........... y e a r s

/ in d ic , the n u m b er /
 2. no _______________________
05 How m any r o o m s / in c l .  k i­

tc h e n / have you  and your  
fa m ily  /th o s e  who sh a re  the  
h ou sehold  w ith  y o u / at 
your d isp o sa l?

/in d ic , the n u m b er /

06 How m any p e r so n s  sh a re  
the household? / in c l .  In­
fo rm a n t and c h ild r e n /

07 Jo in t m onth ly  in co m e of
a l l  hou seho ld  m e m b e r s , in c l.  
In form ant’ s , counting s a ­
la r ie s ,  sc h o la r sh ip s , pen ­
s io n s , e tc .

z l

T his t im e  - e x cep tio n a lly  -  w e would lik e  to a sk  about so m e  back­
ground c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f your sp o u se , too.

INFORM ANT

Age:
1. 16 -1 9  y e a r s
2. 2 0 -2 4
3. 25-29
4. 30-34
5. 35-39
6. 4 0 -4 4
7. 45 -4 9
8. 50-59
9. 60 and ov er

H USBA ND/W IFE  
NOTE: i f  Inform ant h as no sp o u se  

at p r e se n t  le a v e  th is  
________colum n u n filled _______________

8a A ge:
E 1 6 -1 9  y e a r s
2. 2 0 -2 4
3. 2 5 -2 9
4. 3 0 -3 4
5. 35 -3 9
6. 4 0 -4 4
7. 4 5 -4 9
8. 50 -5 9
9. 60 and o v e r
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9 . Education:
1. e le m en ta ry  u n com p leted
2. e lem en ta ry
3. v o ca tio n a l tra in in g
4 . sec o n d a r y  un com p leted
5. seco n d a ry  v o ca tio n a l / t e c h n ic a l /
6. gram m a r sch o o l
7. u n iv e r s ity  uncom pl. / in e l .  p o st­

sec o n d a r y  v o c a tio n a l/
8 . u n iv e r s ity

10. A re  you at p r e se n t  doing any
paid work o r  w orking on own farm ?  

1» y e s
____________ 2. no_________________________
11. If you  a r e  not w orking, a r e  you: 

/N O T E : to th o se  who a n sw ered  2
to  Q .1 0 /

1. on p en sion
2. a h o u sew ife
3. at sc h o o l, u n iv e r s ity
4 . nor  w orking fo r  o th er  r ea so n s

12 . S o c io -o ccu p a tio n a l sta tu s  
/th o s e  not w orking a n sw e rs  a c e -  
cord in g  to the occupation  of
the head of the fam ily ; pen ­
s io n e r s  a c c ,  to  the w ork th e y  
had been  doing b efo re  r e tir in g ,  
fa m ily  m e m b er s  not w orking on 
th e  farm  a r e  a lso  co n sid ered  
f a r m e r s /

1. fa r m e r  on own farm

2. u n sk illed  m anu al w o rk er

3. sk i l ie d  m anu al w orker

4. n on -m anu al w o rk er  w ith  
no u n iv e r s ity  education

5. n on -m anu al w o rk er  w ith  
u n iv e r s ity  education

6. o th er  /  s p e c ify /  :

9a . Education:
1. e lem en ta ry  uncom pL
2. e lem en ta ry
3. v o cation a l tra in in g
4 . seco n d a ry  uncom pl.
5. seco n d a ry  v o c a tio n a l/te c h /
6. gram m ar sch o o l
7. u n iv er s ity  uncom pl. / in c h  

p o s tse c .  v o ca tio n a l/
8. u n iv er s ity

10a Is your h u sb an d /w ife  a t
p r e se n t  doing any paid
w ork o r  w orking on own
farm ? ,L y e s
__________ 2. no________________

11a If hu sb an d /w ife  i s  not 
w orking, i s  h e /s h e :
/N O T E : to  th o se  who a n s­
w ered  2 to  Q. 1 0 a /
1. on p en sio n
2. a h o u sew ife
3 . a t sch o o l, u n iv er s ity
4 . not w orking fo r  o -  

_______ th er  r ea so n s___________ ____

12a S o c io -o ccu p a tio n a l statu s  
/ t h o s e  not w orking a n sw er  
a c c . to  the occupation of 
the head of the fa m ily , 
p e n s io n er s  a c c . io  the  
w ork th ey  had been doing 
b e fo r e  r e t ir in g , fa m ily  
m e m b er s  not wrorking on 
the farm  a r e  a lso  c o n s i­
dered  f a r m e r s /

1. fa r m e r  on own farm
2. u n sk illed  m anual w orker

3. sk ille d  m anual w orker

4 . non -m anual w orker with 
no u n iv er s ity  education

5. non -m anu al w orker w ith  
u n iv er s ity  education

6. o ther  /s p e c if y  /  :
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.3. P le a se  nam e:
/N O T E : to th o se  who an sw ered
1 to  Q, 1 0 /

1. your p r e se n t  occupation

2 .  p o st h e ld

14. W ere you liv in g  up to the age  
of 14 in:

1. v illa g e
2. town

.5 S ib lings:
1. h a v e /h a d  none

2. h a ve/h ad

/  g iv e  the num ber of 
_________ s ib lin g s /_____________________

6 A s r eg a r d s re lig io n , a r e  you:

1. b e lie v in g  and p r a c t i­
c in g

2. b e ilie v in g  but ra th er  
not p r a c tic in g

3. a th e ist

4. hard to  sa y _________________

17 F a th e r 's  occu pation  / i f  dead or  
not w orking at p r e se n t  -  h is  
la s t  o ccu p a tio n /:

1. fa rm er
2. u n sk illed  m anual w orker  

/ a l s o  fa rm -h a n d /
3. c ra ftsm a n  o r  m erch an t  

/o w n e r  of a w orkshop o r  f ir m /
4. sk ille d  m anual w orker
5. non-m anual w o rk er  with  

no- u n iv e r s ity  education
6. non -m anu al w orker w itl. 

u n iv er s ity  education
7. o th er  / s p e c i f y /

8. hard to  sa y

13a P le a s e  nam e:
/N O T E ; to 'th o se  who a n s ­
w ered  1 to  Q .1 0 /

1. your husband' s /w if  e s  
p r e se n t  occupation

2 . p o st held

14a W as h e /s h e  liv in g  up to  
the age  of 14 in:

1. v illa g e
2. town

15a S ib lin gs:
1. h a s /h a d  none

2. h a s /h a d

/g iv e  the nu m ber of 
  s ib lin g s  /_____________________

16a A s  r e g a r d s  re lig io n , i s  h e /s h e : -

1. b e lie v in g  and p r a c ti­
c in g

2. b e lie v in g  but ra th er  
not p r a c tic in g

. 3. a th e ist

4. hard to  sa y ___________________

17a F a th er’ s occu pation  / i f
dead o r  not w ork ing  at p r e ­
sen t -  h is  la s t  occu p . / :

1. fa r m e r
2. u n sk illed  m anu al w orker  

/ a l s o  fa r m -h a n d /
3. cra ftsm a n  o r  m erch an t  

/o w n e r  of a w orkshop or  
f ir m /

4 . sk ille d  m anual w orker
5. non -m an u al w o rk er  w ith  

no u n iv e r s ity  education
6. non -m an u al w o rk er  w ith  

u n iv e r s ity  education
7. o ther  /  s p e c ify /

· » · · · · · · · ·  * · · * · * « · · · ·  · · „

8. hard to sa y

rcin.org.pl



169

We a r e  p resen tin g  you w ith the l i s t  of th ings p eop le  m a y  ca re  

fo r . W ill you p le a se  ch o o se  from  the l i s t  3 th ings you p erso n -  

n a lly  aould reg a rd  a s  im portant to have a GOOD, SUCCESSFUL LIFE.

1. r i s e  in  the w orld , attain  the h ig h est p o s s ib le  p ost

2. have fr ie n d s , r e a l ly  w e ll-w ish in g  p eop le

3. be w e ll off, p ro sp ero u s

4 . s ta y  independent in  oneJ s v iew s  and conduct

5. do th in gs that a r e  u sefu l to  o ther p eop le  b e s id e  own fa m ily

6. have an in te re st in g , sa t is fy in g  job

7. have and r e a r  ch ild ren

8. have a happy, s u c c e s s fu l  m a r r ia g e , p r iv a te  l if e

9. atta in  the h ig h est p o s s ib le  education, know ledge

10. have p o s s ib i l i t y  to  enjoy  l if e ,  have p le a su r e , entertainm ent.

THE HIST TO QUESTION 6
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THE U S T  TO QUESTION 7

n e ith er
th is
nor

that

3 2 1 0

0 . joyfu l

1. r e so u r ce fu l

2. s ic k ly

3. boring

4. sk inny

5. sm a rt

6. s in c e r e

7. n o isy

3. p retty  

9, needed

10. weak

1 1 . bright

12. bad

13. big

14. quick

15. stupid

1 2  3

sad

h e lp le s s

h ea lth y

in te r e s t in g

fat

c lu m sy

h e a r t le s s

qu iet

ugly-

u s e le s s

s tro n g

dull

good

sm a ll

s lo w

w ise
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THE LIST TO QUESTION 11

We a r e  p r e se n tin g  you  w ith the l i s t  o f v a r io u s c h a r a c te r is ­

t ic s ,  W ill you  p le a se  sa y  w hich of them  a re  the m o st  im p or­

tant fo r  a  te e n -a g e  ch ild  to  have, no m a tter  i f  you have

and what a g e  th ey  a r e .

L w ell -m a n n ered

2. try in g  to  r e a c h  som eth in g  in  l if e

3. n ea t and c lean

4. h o n est, truthfu l

5. r ea so n a b le , thoughtful

6. canny, r e so u r c e fu l

7. having own id e a s , ind iv idu al op in ions

8. doing w e ll at sch o o l

9. g e ttin g  a long  w e ll  w ith other  ch ild ren

10. a ctin g  p r o p e r ly  fo r  a b o y / a g ir l

11. a b le  to  guide him  s e l f /h e r s e l f

12. obedient to  p aren ts

13. r e sp o n s ib le , r e lia b le

14. se n s it iv e  and understand ing

15. cu o r iu s about the w orld , in te r e s te d  in  m any  th ings
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