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Magdalena Sokolowska

Pretace

Value systems of social groups, communities and global societies
are frequent topics of sociological research. Without going into the wide
spectrum of viewpoints they have been tackled from embracing almost
all possible angies, orientations,' methods and practical purposes it
would be tempting to draw a certain theoretical division where different
values would belong to different compartments filled with the findings
of systematic research. What is most likely to appear is tl;at some of
these cAompartments would be almost bursting with data, others would
have much room to spare while others still would be vacant, What’s
more, it would often be the case that the vacancies refer to the values
of major significance for social life. One of these empty compartments
is reserved for the phenomena connectied with population reproduction
which the world sociology classifies among the most intricate and at the
same time the least rewarding research territories, The child as a value
belongs to this class and hardly anything has been written about this so
far,

This statement may seer. paradoxical seeing the host of existing stu-
dies on children, However; looking closer one cannot but conclude that
as a rule they 211 fall wide off the convention of sociological value re-
search, What they have in common is a peculiar self-centred, utilitarian

approach to the child largely predominant in surveys carried “before”as
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well as“after’a child is born., Most of the surveys dealing with prenatal
period are focussed either on sex as a value or on contraceptives which
serve the implementation of this value, The child as a value cannot usual-
ly get through until its birthA becomes a fact or when its, “creators” deli-
berately renounce c.ontraceptives having decided that for various reasons
they need a child, Quite often it is planned as an element of the stabili-
zed life, a new success, upholding or providing formal bonds for an un-
certain or crumbling marital union, remedying loneliness or securing
senility etc. It is this context that the phrase “to afford a child”has co-
me into use. And immediately following the childbirth is an avalanche of
studies on time budget /the baby changes it entirely/, leisure /which
the baby takes away/, popular.cycles on nurseries, kindergartens, schools,
helpful grannies, female employment etc., which may be particularly im-
petuous in Poland due to our well-known strains but which even the ri-
chest countries are not immune from,

This entire domain has been most conspicuously affected by the tech-
nological revolution in the sphere of population reproduction. The term
“reproduction” seems slightly better that®procreation®but both are so deeply
rooted in demography and biology than to show them in terms of value is
a very hard task indeed, The point is, however, that by far too few stu-
dies of medical sociology have gone to examine the dramatic case of so-
cial repercussions and the overwhelming influence on social life of the
technological progress made in medicine, We are much more prone to
consider it in terms Aof how the improvement in the treatment of diseases
helps to control endemics or lengthen life expectancy, Meanwhile, moun~
ting right under our eyes and within less than one gemeration has been
something that continues to beg an account doing justice to its enormous
scale and signiﬁca.nce for all the spheres of human life: namely, the
rise and vast use of modern contraceptives responsible for the separation
of conjugal life from childbearing, The new processes that have been put
in motion make it _hard to tell causes fron‘x effects; the cgncatenation of

demographic developments are blended with social, cultural and economic
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phenomena; the term “culture” has come to stand for the centuries-lbng
taboo of serual life, religious convictions, ethical views - poth old and
those ushered in quite recently - as well as the new" situation of women
in society and the intertwinnings of many other substantial phenomena
and processes that transform the texture of societies, The reduction of
unwanted pregnancies resulted in a considerable drop in natural increase
in all the developed countries which is enough to trouble the minds of de-
mographers and politicians, For his part a. sociologist can take as a
point of departure for his considerations the question of the resultant op-
tion in the most fundamental of all spheres of human life where so far
there has been no option at all, Such selected results of the phenomenon
in point may involve, for instance, childlessness by choice, the lot of
unwanted children /eg. born because abortion was impossible/, adopted
children etc. This field offers vast opportunities for sociologists.

However, all these and similar sociological ventures would in themsel
ves be of merely secondary significance vis & vis the necessity of placing
the problems involved in the mainstream of theoretical and empirical so-
ciology which is now dispersed in haphazard sociological contributions in
demography, psychology, medicine and especially in practical studies and
projects called “social policy”or. “population policy®. _

Anna Titkow’ s book, too modestly called "a project report”, fills
much of the gap in this respect. Hers is a notable contribution tc the
knowledge about the state of awareness of the contemporary Polish society
providing substantial information about its basic values and especially this
particular value which is for is believed to be/ one of the most important
if not the most important of all. This study finds its way right into the
mainstream of research on life styles by showing that .“a baby”is a good
indicator of various spheres of life of married couples and families as
well as bigger groups and communities. I think it is high time that to suc
traditional categories distinguished in empirical research on life style as
work, housing conditins, timne budget etc., one more be added: the child

This would prevent this category being sliced and distributed among other
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And the child, Anna Titkow tells us, is important enough to become an
independent variable in life style studies. Moreover an interesting and

most probably quite new way of examining social consciousness could
enrich international comparative research in this field, It involves a di-
vision of attitudes to the child into two sets called. “rational” and ‘emo-
tionaf While giving a vivid picture of these things in Poland Anna Titkow
suggests, somewhat provocatively, that-the rational component ties up

with the petty bourgeois type of affluence where having a baby is seen as
one more step up whereas the emotional component, even when it is uncer-
tain, unfirm /wavering reflects transformations in social consciousness/
turns out to be - appearances to the contrary - its quite likeable opposite
expressing a generally progressive, open outlook on the world which is
far, to be sure, from the light-hearted attitude to life, It would be interes-
ting to see how these questions develop in other counAtries.

The practical layer of this book seems to offer very topical food for
thougt for the makers of the so-called population policy. Hardly anything,
it is said, can be more viable and useful than a good theory based on firm
empirical foundations. Thus it clearly transpires from Anna Titkow’ s study
that the tide of pronatal propaganda that gushed in this country in the se-
venties failed to have any effect whatsoever on the number of children
and that, in addition, it is not gainful employment of women that is to
blame as some would have us believe in this context, This conclusion is
corroborated by many other research projects in Poland and abroad alike,
If this is so it is because the so-called population policy manifests itself
at conferences, in organizations, speeches with a definite distribution of
emphasis, in the press etc. In other words, it finds outlets or self-rea-
lization in the profuse sphere of institutionalized propaganda while its
subjects and addressees, i.e., the users of the nuptial bed which means
in practice a hard day couch - collapsible in most Polish flats - are ab -
solutely indifferent to it, Of course, it is possible, \\t'ith enough power
over people, to play a trick on them by unexpectedly halting the sales of

contraceptives accompanied by a sudden ban on abortion as the case was
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in one countiry not far from Poland. There was much rejoicing when the
birth rate was found to be on the rise at first which was triumphantly
announced to the world, Unicrtunately, it soon appeared - and there were
no trumpets this time - that almost concurently the mortality of
young women shot up several dozen times, ‘

This is not to imply that all social projects in this field are doomed
to failure, However, for one thing they ought not to be called "policy"
because we have enought of this in all other fields, and for anotiher,
/though it is a commonplace remark it has not lost its currency/ all
projects ought to be rational and comprehensive, facilitate the life of
young married couples and families, cover housing, organization of employ-
ment and social allowances, Let’s do our best to assure that the decisions
on having or not having a baby are real options. The situation in contra-
ceptives in Poland is generally known to be a curiosity by European stan-
dards., Premarital and marital counselling /the term ''sexuological’ con-
tinues to sound too straighiforward to too many/ is in the state of vege-
tation of not extinction, Though the traditional, and international name:
Family Planning Society has been changed into "Family Development So-
ciety" this can be hardly said to have helped much in fending off the in-
creasingly aggressive challenge of the movement for the revision of the
abortion and contraceptives law,

Anna Titkow tells us that new studies on family policy are soon to be

launched. Were are looking forward impatiently.
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INTRODUC TION

The population trend of our socjety is weil-known: contemporary
Poles ~ similarly to most representatives of other modern societies =
are not keen on having too many children. However, one should not
lose sight of the specific Polish condition determined by the existence
in our social reality of two différent factors whose operation is not ne-
cessarily complementary or mutually propelling, I have in mind here
a high position of the familyl, which has developed historically, the
spread of catholicism which weigh down on family planning and tne num-
ber od childrenz, coinciding with the growth of women careers, growing
consumption needs, transformations in the patterns and standards of
sexual life,

It is the awareness of this social "disharmony" that provoked the

launching of this researchs. It is an attempt to define the place of ti==

11='rzem:iany rodziny polskiej [Transformations of the Polish Family],
edited by J,Komorowska, Instytut Wydawniczy CRZZ, Warszawa 1975,

2Miloéé, maitzenstwo, rodzina [Love, Marriage, Family], edited
by F.Adamski, Wydawniciwo Apostolstwa Modlitwy, Krakéw, 1978,

. 3This research was carried out in a sample of 1935 adult Poles
in 1979 within project III,2.29 coordinated by the Institute of Sociology,
Warsaw University,

rcin.org.pl



12

child against the background of values preferred by our society., Hen-
ceforth in this réport the term "values" will mean objects which are
chosen depending on the degree of desire4.-

Be it added that the research does not claim to a complete des-
cription of the subject in point. This researvation applies in the first
place to the "system of values of the Polish society”". Nor are its

findings in any way a demographic forecast,

The Aims Estimations of the number of children desired and had
by contemporary Poles derive from demographical studiess. Relatively
less is known about social and cultural correlatives [aggregated from
data on the individual level/ which accompany these trends. Therefore
the aim of the research is twofold. For one thing we want to know the
place of the child in the system of values of the Polish society - the
society seen first of all in termsi‘of socio~occupational position of its
members., For another we want to know the relation between indicators
which, in various -vays, render the "importance of the child",

Polish brith rate is and will continue to be similar to that of the
average developed countries, that is we hope our natural increase will

allow for simple reproductions. It was also my intention in this study
7

“In this report the term ''value" means objects chosen depending
on the degree of desire for them. Port. Melvin L,Kohn,Class and
Conformity., A Study in Values. Illinois.The Dors'ey Press Homewood,
19695
Z.Smolinski, O antykoncepcji, przerywaniu cigzy i planowaniu ro-
dziny [On contraception, abortion and family planning] in Problemy Ro-
dziny No 1, 1973 fFamily Problems No 1, 1973], Perspektywy dzietno-
$ci rodzin w Polsce [Number of Children per family: prospects in Poland]
in: Problemy Rodziny {Family Problems ] No 1974,

6Cf.eg.article by E.Rosset, Wiecej dziadkéw niz wnukéw [ More
grandfathers than grandchildren] *Trybuna Ludu”/daily/ 15.XI.1980.
Dane zawarte w Roczniku Statystycznym z 1977 r. [’Statistical Yearbook
1977] gives the following reproduction coefficients gross:

Year Total Town Countryside
1950 - 1.79 1.55 1,93
1960 i 1.43 1,16 1,75
- 1970 1,06 . 0,83 1.37
- 1975 1.08 0,85 1,53
1976 : 1,11 ) (.88 1.55
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to anewer what nptwns i any, from’ the sphere 61 valves rcwmpany
. this phenomemn. It _m?w be nmieratoou th&? only some of the poaslble

| pdtternn and- ltandarﬁa ‘b‘!-sexual lxte &ae level ot ncceptance of c-roers'.
'-of women..

. I helie'vt the_ fmdmn nf this rbmrch wm: he,lp - tarmulatmg hypo-"

3 f‘- a valve meant
,.sts and proﬁts of

Th: resmnh m an cppnrtﬂmiy ni regbtzrlrg bemtn wcml procenes
_jrespom.nble for popula-ﬁol trends l.ud the phce a! pu'imt.hood them

j'_'by n'peaung whme of. the’ quetﬁom mrmumu m un Pub'lic opmmn Poi-
'. hn" Centre &everal yeau h‘m it w:.u lucceld xn reéordhg the dymmic
of Certsin nt:mwdes t.nd opimnm wm.ch .rc md; ~l:e cxoxeiy mm
o prbcreatxom attitulies, I hlve o ftid el Qquestions ; relating to- pi‘emm
‘::rtta! vkx “the sims of nilrréue s temnie uueua. S
. pnep:rmg fbe remrﬁh I 100k mcount p: ﬂu cmﬁ-ent nnc o.r
f[?’ohah ptud;en on pmcreuhml atutudu tha atutidg towands comrlcep-
"txves and pare,btai orie»t.atmm. Not mlny ¢tudies hlve ‘been devoled to'

C.Kegtcabasx Vﬂne o.tchﬂdren ubmen s :ole wdiﬂerumy in: Turkey,'

thnted papu' '!stnmbul 1870, & Berentd‘xonkka Kﬂpﬂ: UlFrympanis dzie-
<k pa podstawie ‘Budzetdw rodsinaych 'z 1973 1o [T.hl Cost of Maintenance -
of @ Child. Based on Family Budget.s in 19?3} Key rcseurch pro;ect K.S/
TIF 28 Wa;rszaw:a 1878,
~¥5¢c H.Malewsks, Probleny wyenowamn sekauamego [The Problems of
Sex; Education] tn’ Problemy Rodziny, 1968, "N6'5/43: B.iobodzivska's
-quesuonnaire Qs Love #nd Marriage,. QBOP 1964 J. Kobel s queauomnire
h gosd to Live in the Famﬂy.

rcin.org.pl



14

this topicg. The last national-scale research on adult attitudes to natu-
ral increase dates back to the year 196010. Its chief finding was that 60 per
cent of the population approve of the act which made abortion legal in
Polam;.l. Demographic studies are usually carried out on married women
samples in the 15-49 age bracket, They are strictly diagnustic and do
not go into seeking correlatives of trends detectedu.

The existence of variables describing social position hardly needs
a justification. It is an aspect of social structure which enters into signi-
ficant relationships with all the spheres of human life, Values constitute
a link between the social pdsiﬁon and behaviours. -

Though studies on the contemporary Polish family are quite many12
I have failed to find empirical data on how intensive nor on how conscious
and controlled the need to have children may be. In other words relati~
vely little is known on the degree to which contemporary Polish society
regards the child as an absolutely obligatory or only desired value.

Other supplementary aims of the research involve the scope of
inconsistency in declared attitndes towards procreation and sexual life.
This will be examined on the example of coherence between the approval
of premarital sex on the one hand and the approval of children reared
by single mothers. I was also interested in correspondence between the
attitudes towards careers of women and their actual occupational activity.
Finally I hope that my findings will serve as a yardstick in determining
how far actions known as social policy towards the family can afiect
social life.

9B.I.lx'atnowslm-Zy‘to, Problemy prokreacji = analiza wtérna materia~
16w polskich 1945-1878 [Problems of Procreation, Secondary Analysis

of Polish Materials 1945-1978], report within key research project, in
print,

mJ <Malanowski, The Attitude of tiie Society {o Natural Increase, a
research report; OBOP, 1960 r. See footnote 12.

llSee footnote 35 .

lZCt‘.A.Dr.vdzmk-l_.ityx'xska, D.Markowska, Wspoéiczesna rodzina w Pol-
sce [Comemporary Polish Family], Ksiazka i Wiedza, 1975 and Rodzina
w miastach polskich {Polish Urban Family], Ossolineum 1971 and Informa-
tor o badaniach nad rodzing prowadzonych w latach 1975-1978 [Research
on Family 1975-1979] published by Family Planning Society, 1979,
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Chapter I. RESEARCH ASSUMPTIONS

Chief hypotheses, Characterization of the population in question,

Two issues from among the aims and scope of the research are
of prime interest: the place of the child in the system of values and
relationships between the indicators of this place. The nature of the
indicators can be better seen through a division into subjective needs
on the one hand and those conceived as dispositions to certasin behaviour
on the other, The need in subjective terme amounts to an attitude
toward the object or a-situation ,]3 which, in this particular case, is
thechild', The second type - the dispositional quality - comes o play
when individuals behave in a definite way under definite circumstances“.
The potion of the "need" guoted above takeg us to the theoretical
framework which has functional significance here, One of its elements
is structural orientation in defining attitudes which assumes that: The
attitude of a certain man to a certain object means the enurety of
relatively permanent dispositions to asseesing this object and his emo-
tional response to this object as well as relatively permanent convictions
- which may or rnay not accompany these emotional -assessing dispo~ -

sitions - about the natural snd properties of the object plus relatively

1:‘BS.NowaLa:, Uwagi o pojeciu potrzeby [On the notion of need,
in typescript,

MCf. footnote 13,
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permanent dispositidng to behaviour relating -to this- ohjedls_

The object of the attitude in thia research i.s the "child". The
sttitude about the child'is the fourth of the types dl §tingnished by Stéfan.
Nowak, It is a complete attitude, that is one in which alongside defini-
te’ diapo’sit.ioné to Aafféctive'r.ea'cﬁons to 't.he ohiect ofv tbe atutu&e there
is in man’s psyche a more or less clearly tzn image of the object as'
well as a defxmte prog'ram of behavmur relatmg to it G ‘I ot.het words

the attitude of the individual towards the'child"is ‘omposed of both the
clear-cut. 1mage 'of the child and the deﬁnite program . of behaviour
towards it -fto-have or. not to Have, how many Children, how to. brmg
them up/. The m:age and the program bear a cou.iéerntﬂe emotioml
load Within the program of behaviour we are especially 1ntere&t9¢ in
behavmurs and dxs,;osxt.mns to behaviours oriented towsrds procrentxon.

. In this conf:guratmn of components the numhtr of children’ /thz
actual number/ will be an external empzncnl indicator cl the amtu&
towards the child urtderstood structurally, .

It may be difficult sometimes in this. particular kind of atttude
to be sure whether we are dealmg which expectauonn rehnng- ‘to the
nature of the child or with assessmenta and emotmns tngerred oﬂ' by
them. I hope however tbat with the .set of variables -and mdicnt&rs
employed in Lh1s study I will be able to avm.d guch a risk of unéeruinty.

Types ot Varxables. Any decision to aubordmate pﬂrﬂf:ula.r vq.rhhles

to one set of mdependem variables or a. set ol dependent yariables is

arbxtrary also .in the sense that in- the course of anslysis the functions
‘or variables can change. Nevertheless -1 wou.ld ijke to tell zbout the
general structure of variables used here, The mroét significant and troub~
lesome. pro_'ced'ure- is Qie separation .of particular indicators. of selected
- : . . .
S.Nowak "Pojecie postawy w teoriach i ‘stosowanych badaniach spo-
kecznych LThe notion of attitude in-social theories and applied research]

in: Teorie postaw LTheorxes of Amtudes] Edited by S.Nowak, PWN,
1973. Waruan.

Ct Footnote 15,
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comiponents o{ the atﬁtnde tuwardl ‘the - chud emouonnl-auessmg and
be.hlviourll. Thia is not: ‘only a tecmn!cal problem coro].hry of the
sehctmn of inchaturl. A. widl b! remembered the sim of the research
is' 1o determme the phee of the ehild agumt the background ‘of other
vn.lnes. Before doing thin ho-ever' ‘the atructure of the ‘attitude needs
o be apec;.ﬂed in the first phce. '!‘m au-ucture which seemis to be
ong af the mu;n mech.lmmw determlmng the phce of the chiid in the
conﬁguration of otbér vaiues will be 6nmmed in Part One of this
Feport /Chqdcr ]l/ Pert Two /Chlpter m ‘and IV/ will answer the
'crucnl quemon of ﬁ:e mqy “and dmmne ‘the place of the child in -
the . uystem of values decl-red by the respondenw. The next stage ’
will be 1o’ wee whether and t0 what w-y the ﬁndings 1 Part Two bear
on the earlier daﬁned uh;cture the lttltude and in particular on xts
emot.maal hckn'. n ‘¢an be -aid therefare that » by-product of the -
rebearch is tbe verlﬁcauon of the ltructure of the attitude towards ‘the
cmid T!su ﬂx! nims of the :tudy can be mustrated as fol.lows

411;1‘&:1& "rcs the child ?hce of the child vis -8 vis

Emotions! component

other values

Behavioural component

fvf Procreational b_ehnvi_our]

Cln'ef Brpatheses, The chief hypothesel wﬂl nceording to their

iuncuon, signpnst the direcuons o:l’ the anslysis and the principle of

presentation of the analysis,.

1. In the population sample questioned indiviﬂu#l" compo,néms do not ado
"up to a coherent attitude towards the -child; high emotional component
scores do not correspond to equally h.lgh scores of the behavioural
componént. In oihe::‘ .'wc.>.rd:s:, “the "child''is in object.-of various  degrees
of_ desire. . ' V
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10,

These discrepancies tend to diminish with the rise of socio-occupa-
tional position and are not affected by the intensity of religious
beliefs,

With the rise of socio-occupational position the tendency to see

the "child" in terms of desire increases while the tendency to see
it in terms of duty falls;

Procreational behaviour dispositions [procreational attitudes/ do not
vary with the socio=occupational position, - residence or intensity of ’
religio]zs beliefs, -

The 'thild" occupies top position in the hierarchy of preferred
values, goals of life and marriage. '

The socio-occupational position differentiates the place of the "child"
among general values, goals of life and marriage. Its increase cor-
responds to the falling place of the "child" in the hierarchy of gene-
ral values,

High emotional component scores of the attitude in point correspond
to:

a/ low acceptance of womens careers,

b/ high level of rigourism of sexual life,

¢/ low acceptance of family planning.

Low behavioural component scores correspond to:

a/ high acceptance of women’s careers,

b/ low le;rel of rigourism of sexual life,

¢/ high acceptance of family planning.

No female sub-culture focussed on the value of the child has been
found,

Procreation is not affected by social policy toward the family.

The hypotheses listed above do not answer all questions. First of

all the major component of the attitude, ie, the emotional component,

is likely to reveal some incoherence in its suructure. Should this be

the

case the list of hypotheses to be verified would be broadeped and,

by the same tcken, modified.
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Characterization of the popuiation in question, This report is based -on

a poll conducted with the assisiance of the Public Opinion Polling Cen-
tre at the Polish Radio and Television. The population under study is
.a representative sample of the adult Polish population at the ages of
16 and over. The respondents were recruited through quota sampling
in terms of sex, age and education, The fact of having children, the
type and place of residence were also taken into account.

Though the contract provided for probability /random/ sampling
it proved impossible due to technical limitations at the Opinion Polling
Centre, Thus the statistical values of the sample had to suffer. we are
not entitled to claim that the subjects constitute a representative sample
of the Polish society, )

The sample planned was 2000 persons, the actual number of persons
gueétioned was 1935 which still gives a high percentage /96 per cent/,
Detractions from the planned features of the sample regarding sex, age
and place of residence, the fact of having children-are minor and sta-
tistically insignificant.

A comparative analysis between the proportion of levels of education
in the sample in question and in the general population /data from 1877/
showed small but significant differences /0.001/ first of all in the se-

condary and basic vocational groups. The comparison is presented below.

Standard of education Sample realized General population
1. elementary 55% 57%
2. basic vocational : 14% 18%
3. secondary /technical
and general/ 25% 21%
4. higher 6% %

rcin.org.pl
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Chapter II. THE STRUCTURE OF ATTITUDE 10 THE CHILD

Emotional and behavioural components and the way they function.
The share of the components to the child in the shaping of procreational
behaviour,

Chapter One presented the types of variables and an introductory
scheme of their interrelations. It is time now for the first stage of
characterizing the contents of the attitude towards the child. The fol-
lowing variables have been adopted as indicating the emotional component:
a/ connotational meaning of the notion of the child defined by the emplo~-

yed technique of semantic 'differential”

b/ the intensity of declaration: "is it worthwhile to have children?"
¢/ the attitude to single mnternity,

In the course of polling the respondents defined the 'child" in three
dimensions: value, strength, activeness. Factor analysis allowed to
distinguish two dimensions: evaluation and strength. The latter has been
dropped as non-specific for the subject, The semantic differential met-
hod seems accurate for exa:nining the attitude towards the chiid as an

”Cf.J.Czapiﬁski, Dyferencjal semantyczny [Semantic Differenual’
in: Materialy pomocnicze do éwiczen z metod badania osobowosci [Ancil-
lary material for classes on personality studies], Wydawnictwo Uniwersy-

tetu Warszawskiego, 1974 /A pilot study provided a hst of adjectives for
factor indicators of the notion of the child/.
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object which is prone to as many stereotypes as, so il seems, menda-
cites. Seeing its accuracy I consider this indicator very promissing.

In introducing the question ''is it worthwhile to have a child" I
was aware of the declarative and superficial character of responsee’
obtained. However it seemed necessary to include these in analysing
the structure of the attitude towards the child.

To the set of variable illustrating the emotional-assessing compo-
nent 1 added responses to the question "How would you advise a young,
single woman who became pregnant?'" This was our arbitrary decision
but as a source of indirect information linking factor indicators [see
pt. 2/ with opinions /see pt.b/ they are likely to enrich the contents
of the emotional component. I hoped to solve two issues in particular:
whnether the birth of a child is seen in terms of duty or in terms of
choice; and whether its value is expressed by the very fact of giving
birth,

The indicators of behavioural component seem to be less disputable.
The set of variables depicting this dimension tells about the program
and disposition to activity in the sphere of procreation. The program
embraces acceptance for lack of acceptance/ of birth control /the
use of contraceptives, abortion of unwanted pregnancies/, ideas about
the ideal number of children and planned number of children. The
latter applies to persons pending the procreational phase of their indi-
vidual life cycle, Due to the national character of the sample and the
type of interviewers I was unable to assemble direct knowledge on the
respondents program regarding birth controi, Therefore I was confined
to gaLh:,rlng answers on how they perceive particular forms of family
planning, I think that despite this limitaiion these answers can be
treated as elements of their program.

The empirical indicator of these dispositions is, as I said in the
first chapter, the actual number of children.

The emotional-assess ing component. It was to be expected that

the child would be broadly acknowledged as a value. Out of the 1835

persons 0,6 per cent said hayving children was definitely not worthwhile,
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1.3 per cent - rather not, 31 per cent =~ rather yes,61 per cent =~
definitely yes, 8,7 per cent - hard to decide. These answers were
significantly diversified /at least 0,05 pts/ in terms of basis socio~
demographic variables: education, age, socio-occupational group, reli-
gious beliefs, material standard, sex, residence, The same cannot be
said of the variables defining ''the roots" of the respondents, their
social background and residence till the age of 14 [tables 1 and 2/.

There are however certain peculiarities in this differenciation
which deserve a ;:ompound analysis with particular attention to those
who claim having children to be definitely worth-while, The proportions
of this responses are similar in groups with incomplete primary /72.7
per cent/ and complete high education /76,5 per cent/, The same
regsemblance occurs in the subjective definition of material situation of
the respondents. Those who describe it as bad, hard and those who say
it is quite good or good declare ei;ual.ly often that having children is
worthwile /71,4 per cent in both groups/. It is to be emphasized that
persons in the procreative age [30-34/ and the oldest subjects /50 and
over/, that is more prone to the traditional system of values /which
will be dwelled on at grester length in the following chapter/ most often
declare their full acceptance of parenthood,

These analogies hide, as will soon transpire, various motivations,
So far the ''child" appears to be a commonly accepted value, the more
50 as women constituted the weak majority among those who fully accept
parenthood =~ female ascendancy amounts to 10 per cent /71,8 and
61.8 per cent/. There was also & slight ascendancy in this category of
response of declared believers and believers who go to church /69,3 per
cent/ over non-believers. /56.3 per cent/,
In an open question the respondents justified their declarations, Table 3
illustrates synthetically the contents and functioning of the emotional
component measured in this way. Situations where individual independent
variables diversify the components of the 'declarative' level of this
factor, are marked with "X", Let’'s add that 44,3 per cent of the res-~

pondenis gave only one reason, 38,4 per cent two and 15.3 per cent three,
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Table 1. Declaration about the value of the child and the age of -

respondents /percentage/.

rcin.org.pl

N =1739
i Declaratlor;

Age definitely rather not rather definitely
not worth- worthwhile worthwhile worthwile
while to
have
children

1. 16-19 2.4 2.4 58.5 36.6
N=41
2, 20-24 0.3 1.8 39.6 58.3
N=338
3. 25-29 0.5 2.1 31.4 66.0
N=191
4, 30-34 0. 0. 28.6 71.4
N=140
5. 35-39 1.4 1.4 27.2 70.1
N=147
6. 40-44
N=152 1.3 7 0.7 29.8 68.4
7. 45-49
N=204 0. 2.5 34.8 62,7
8. 50-59
N=425 0.9 0.9 24,7 73.9
9. 60-
over 1,0 1.0 22,8 75,2
N=101 .
2
x =55.7 p < 0,001




Table 2. Declaration about the value of the child and the education

of respondents /percentage/.
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N =1753
Declaration '
Educatlon: deflnitely rather not rather definitely
not worth- worthwhile worthwhile worthwhile
whille to havg
chilldren
1. Incomplete} O. 0.8 26.5 2.7
elementary] ’
N=132
2, elementary] 0,6 1,5 33.4 64.5
N=782
3. basic vo- | 1.4 0. 36.1 62.5
catlonal
N=144
4, Incomplete| 2.2 3.4 36.0 58.4
secondary
N=89
5. secondary | O. 0.7 31.9 67.4°
vocational
N=282
6. secondary | 1.4 4,1 24,8 69.7
general
N=145
7. post-se- 0. 0. 14,3 85.7
condary
N=49
8., Incomplete{ O, 2,0 26,5 71,4
higher
N=49
9. higher 1,2 0. 22,2 76.5
N=81
2
X = 44,07 p = 0.007
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The average number of argumentations was 1,7 /Cf, Table 3/.

The most common comporenis of this argumentation are: children

give the sense and goal to life; children are a source of positive expe=
riences; they help their pare:ts in the future; they unify husband and
wife, The components given in table 3 can be classified in three cate-
gories according to differences of stress: stixﬁulaﬁng motivation, prag-
matic motivation and existential motivation. The first one would cover:
the ''child as a source of positive experience'" and the child as a deve-
lopment factor for parents; the second ~ '"the child as a goal of life",
a goal of marriage, a factor cementing the spouses, a source of enter-
tainment and source of help, The third, existential category = the child
as continuation of the individual, and as continuation of the nation. The
development of this line of inquiry requires further statistical analyses
which are beyond the- time-schedule of our study,

Thus the list of assumptions which hold having children worthwhile
is quite rich, No-one of them predominates over the others. Those
which are most common are not diversified in the Polish population
base in question. This could mean that this population is not subject
to motivations which act as binding cannons, The latter applies just
as well to individual factors and to the selected categories. It may also
denote a non-reflective character of these experiences, facts and feelings
whose nature is universal. The further course of this report will bring
more material on this question,

Coming back to the justifications which are differentiated by individuz!
independent variables: 'help to parents™ covers all definitions describing
asymmetrical relations with parents and includes 'help in the old age’,
“help on the farm’ etc, Generally speaking the popularity of this rather
utilitarian attitude tends (o decrease with the rise of socio-occupational
position and education from 54,7 per cent in the group with incompletle
elementary education to 21.2 pe¢r cent among those with higher educa-
tion, The trend is similar in socio-occupational groups where this view
is shared by 36,7 per cent of farmers and 20,8 per cent of white~

coliar workers with higher education. Consequently, rural background
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increases the chance for the utilitarian motivation, ’Help to parents’
was named by 32,3 per cent of persons from farming families and
18.7 per cent of those from white~collar families. The influence of the
needs of private farmers is clearly at work here.

Directions of the influence of age are less obvious, There is no
regular increase with age of the number of respondents for whom the
future help from children is an important reason for having them. The
popularity of this view in the 50 age group is understandable and
self-evident, Much lower percentages are found in the 20-34 and 45-48
age brackets which might indicate that the 45-49 age olds are tired of
acting as such helpersm.- This however is an unjustified guess,

/Table 4/. )

Children are referred to the institution of marriage either as its

direct goal or as a factor cementing its unity /’a factor cementing
the spouses’/, This view appears most commonly in the 20-49 age
bracket [the average: 28 per cent/ and its frequency grows with the ris
of education from 16,4 per cent among those with elementary education
to 27.5 per cent in the groups with higher education, The top /33,8
per cent/ percentage was achieved in the group with general secondary
education where women predominate, It is interesting to see that the
intensity of religious beliefs is not an explicit correlative of the way
of seeing the child as integrating its parents, This argument was used
by 24.7 per cent of non-believers, 21.5 per cent of believers going
to church; it was most popular among believers who do not go tu churct
/28.8 per cent/. These results detract as it were from those fragments
of the catholic ideology which deal with the life of the family, And, as
will be seen in the further pages of this report, they are not exceptio=
nal,

The conviction that having children is conducive to the development

of the individual, enriching him through an irrepeatable galore of emotit

lBD. Markowska, Procesy demograficzne a cykl Zycia rodziny [Den

raphic processes and family life cycle], typescript prepared for the
E‘a:g?ly gouncu at the Council of 1\,'I¥n.i.:si.‘ez-s.yp pt prep
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Table 4. The argument that having children is worthwile on acount
of heip they can give thelr parents and the age of
respondents /percentage/.

N = 1685
Age rgument rgument
glven not given
1. 16-19 28,2 71,8
2. 20-24 20.1 9.9
3. 25-29 20.9 9.1
4. 30-34 23.7 76,3
5. 35-39 27,5 72,5
6. 40-44 28,6 7.4
7. 45-49 23,7 76.3
8. 50-58 35.9 64.1
9. 60-
over 41,8 58,2
2
x = 40,10 p < 0.0031
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and experiences is not popular, Only 7.6 per cent of the population
consider this to be true, among them 153.4 per cent at the age of 16-19,
10.8 per cent in the 30~34 and 1 per cent in the 60 =and over age bracket,
It is much more frequent amoag non-believers /17.8 non-believers, 9.2
per cent believers who do not go to church, 3.5 per cent believers who
go to church/. This seems to be a surprise result since according to
the binding catholic ideology the''child’is substantial element ou the
road towards full humanity, Instead it appears here to be a correlalive
of the achieved level of individual educationlg. /this argument is given
by 5.5 per cent of the population with incomplete elementary and 20 per
cent with higher education/ as well as of the socio~occupational posi-
tion of respondents’ fathers [proportions between persons with farming
background and those with white-collar background with higher education
are identical with the correlation in terms of education/.

The existential view on having children expresses hopes for the
continuation of the indiyjdual, It is also a correlative of a relatively
higher standard of education, Persons with higher education use this
argument three times more often that those with elementary education,
This view is especially popular among males. Women more often tend
to stress the value of the child as a source of positive feelings and an
autonomous value.

Summing up this part of my findiags I would like to point out three
issues: lack of dominance of individual motives or entire structures of
motives which would encourage the respondents to having children; the
direction of interdependence observed between the pragmatic type of
justification of the value of the child and social variables which allows
to expect a fall in the popularity of these justifications corollary of the
intended rise of the standard of education of the society; finally, the
thing that also ties up with the planned rise of national education stan-
dards, namely a chance of dissemination of the stimulating motivation,

Let’s add that this chance is increased by the limited influence in this

19 See appendix, table 4,
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sphere of the intensity of'religious belief,

This may lead to a hypothesis that the Polish society is now begi=-
nning to crystallize new, more modern motivations for having children.
By ’contemporary’ I mean ones based on individual reflection which
evolves from the awareness that procreation and parenthood are two
different matterszo. Whether this process of crystallization can gain
anything from various ideas about life will be Qhown in Chapter Three,

As for the variable defining how worthwhile it is to have children I
suggested that its results indicate chiefly the operation of norms speci=
fying how such a question ought to be answered. This, howgver, seems
not to be the case. It appeared that there are correlatives of responses
to this question which provide evidence that they can express emotions
and beliefs strong enough for provoking definite behaviour. I tested a
group of parents to see whether among the rgspondents for whom chil-
dren are to varioué extents an object of desire children are born in
different moments of marriage, I found that it was so in the case of
the first and second child, Those who claimed that having children
is rather not worthwhile had children later than others.

Table 5. The moment of birth of the child and the declaration about

its value

Is it worthwhile -to have % 'Averag.e time of parriage‘

the child: N=178 First child Second child

1, definitely not 0,6 . 4,2 -6,2

2. rather not 1,3 4,3 6,4

3. rather yes 28,2 4,1 5,0

4, definitely yes 61,0 - 3,8 38,7

5. hard to decide 8,8 4,3 5.4
F=5,07 "F=14,49
P £ 0,001 P £ 0,001

20 . X
D.Markowska, Rodzicielstwo jako wartos¢ [Parenthood as a

value] in: Problemy Rodziny [Family Problems] 1976, No 1/87,
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Aside from this, the longer the marriage - which increases the
opportunity for summings up and assessments - the sironger the con-
viction that having children is not worthwhile. Though not very popular
this phenomenon deserves a note, The average ler}gth of marriage of
persons who claim having children is definitely not worthwhile is 26
years. It is 18 for those who say it is definitely worthwhile,

I also have evidence that the declaration ’definitely worthwhile’
is not a2 single representation of a definite set of norms. Table 6 shows
clearly that it goes with a lower tolerance of premarital sexual life and
weak indicators of tolerance of abortionm. In other -words, for the best
part of the sample /61 per cent/ the presented /or, should I say: bind-
ing? / code of norms regulating sexual life and the sphere of procreation
is based on the principles close to the catholic religion, In the further
course of this report I will try to show how far this code interferes with
actual behaviour and to what extent it is actually approved.

Table 6. Norms regulating sexual life and declaration about the value

of the child
. N=1673 N=1222
Is having children Indicator of Indicator
worthwhile : tolerance of of tolerance
premarital of abortion
sexual life max = 8
max = 6
1. definitely not 4,2 6,2
2, rather not 4,3 6,4
3. rather yes 4,1 5,0
4, definitely yes 3,8 3,7
5. hard to decide 4,3 5,4
F=5,07 F=14,49
P < 0,001 P £ 0,001

21'I‘he indicator of sexual tolerance is a sum total of scores on
question 24 of the interview, The indicator of abortion tolerance was
based on questions 22 and 23 of the interview. A scale was drawn up
with bottom level "0” composed of replies “never” and top level "p”
composed of replies "always”. The middle was filled by fig.1-7 illustra-
ting situations in which abortion was said to be admissible.
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In the introduction to this chapter 1 mentioned the semantic differen~
tial technique used in the interview which is the backbone of this report.
Here I want to add that I am applying a standardized factor indicator
whose mean figure is "O" and standard deviation ''1", This indicator
shows the degree to which the child is perceived as a value ~ the source
of positive experiences and emotionszz. The point of departure for this
indicator were responses to question Z ir. the appended interview and their
factor analysis. To ohtain the standardized factor indicator I used the -
indicator of value whose structure after rotation is as follows [the level
of factor load in brackets/:

unintersting - interesting: 0,57

warm = cold: 0.68
pretty = ugly: 0.63
necessary <~ unnecessary: 0,67
clever = dull: 0,63
bad = good: 0,57

This indicator being virtually different from the declarations discus=
sed above and at the same time, like these declarations, an element of
the .emotional component I sholi start its presentation from a confronta-
tion:: Let’ s see if different declarations about the value of the child cor-
respoud to equally diversified levels of factor indicator of the value

attributed to the child.

22The author of the semantic differential technique and of standar-

dized indicator is Mirosiaw Czarkowski from the Social Problems of
Health Unit at the Polish Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Philosophy
and Sociology [IFiS, PAN/. Mirostaw Czarkowski was the main consul-
tant in the preparation of standardized factor indicators of the notion
of the child,
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Table 7. Declarations about the value of the child and fsctor indicator

of this value

* Is having children Mean value of Standard
worthwhile: standard indicator deviation
of the value of
the child; mean mean .
value = O value = 1
1., definitely not -~ 1,87 1,66
2, rather not g -1,34 1,57
3. rather yes - 0,20 0,99
4. definitely yes 0,20 0,83
5, hard to say ' - 0,43 1,15
F = 52,62 |
p <0,001

~

In table 7 two things deserve special atteution.. The first = some=
what surprising, the second - confirming my initial supposition. What
surprises is the fact that categorization of responses to the question
about having children allows to explain part of the differentiation of
the indicator in point, At the same time this indicator dwindles in groups
declaring that having children is definitely worthwhile. Could it be that
these declarations are motivation~less? I have also found evidence for
my speculation that the response ’rather worthwhile’ is a compromise
between the actual conviction [rather not/ and the courage needed to
voice this view openly. :

Refa'i-ing to declarations without any motivational "background I
provide-three tables [tab.8,8,10/ contrasting two ways of describing
the emotional component of attitude to the child. In table 8 which uses
the age variable this c'on.frontation shows clearly that the resporse
* definitely worthwhile’ brings us closer to the plane of obligations

whereas indicators based on the semantic. differential rather tend to be
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associated with informaticn =™out respondenis’ desires or actually felt
needs, The standard factor indicator is the highest in the 25-28 age
bracket /procreational phase of life/ and the lowest in the youngest
and the clidest part of the gample, In this light the data on the left
become much less convincing /75.2 per cent in the 60-and over age
bracket with an indicator oy =~ 0,18/.

Looking at the factor indicator we are struck by lack of the possibi=
lity of explaining at least part of its variations with the help of catego=
ries of such variables as education, age, or intensity of religious be-
liefs, A measure of difference can be recorded however, For instance
in groups with more than incomplete secondary education the incidence
of perceiving the child as a value is above the average. The absence
of systematic interdependences with age can be explained on the basis
of common knowledge. Even negative values of the indicator in groups
of 35-34-yea.r olds can be justified by a certain fatigue felt by this
particular age groups with their parental duties,

Table 10 illustrates the most interesting situation., It turns out
that categories varying in forms of intensity of religious beliefs and
significantly so in terms of popular ity of the declaration that having
children is definitely worth-while differ only slightly in terms of intensi-
ty of perceiving the éhild as a value, What’s more the indicator of this
type of perception reaches identical levels in the group of believers who
do not go to church as in the group of believers who go to church. In
other words non-believers and believers who go to the catholic church
do not vary significartly in terms of emotions and assessments associa=
ted with the child, Since common and systemétic knowledge holds these
groups to be different this result should be particularly well noted with
a view to further interpretations of the data gathered.

The relative homogeneity of the groups whose religious beliefs differ
continues in the three-variables analysis /see table 11/ which also inclu~
des education, Education however plays no significant role even in groups

representing similar intensity of religious beliefs, since the data irom
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Table 8. Elements of the emotional component of attltude to

the child and respondents’ age.

N =1739

Percentage of

Factor mdicatof of child

respondents who Age group
clatm having value
children to be mean standard
definitely worth- devlation
while :
36.6 16-19 -0.22 1.0
58.3 20-24 - 0.04 1.0
66.0 25-29 0.11 0.9
7.4 30-34 0.08 1,0
70.1 35-39 -0.04 1.0
68.4 40-44 - 0,02 0.9
62.7 45-49 0.06 1,0
73.4 50-59 0.01 0.9
75.2 60 - -0.18 1.0
over
2 =
x =535.75 F=1,53
p <0,001 p =0.14
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child and education of respondents.
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N = 1753
[Bércentage of. . ‘ ' R v
“{respondents who Levels of Factor indicator of child
1 i . e . value
clalm having education Ttandard
children 1s de- | SRR v
1finitely worth--. : on
'while
72.7T7 ‘mc_:omplef‘e - 0,02 -. 0.8
elementary : : ’
4.5 ‘elementary -0.04 1.0
62.8 basic T 0,04 0.9
vocational
58.4° Incomplete -0.00 0.9
se_condary
.. S
67,4 " gecondary 1 0.15 0.8
s vocational :
69,7 - secoﬁdba;l'y 0.10° 1,1
general -
'85.% post- .
' : secondary -0, 02 0.9
7.4 incomplete 0.05 0.9
: higher :
6.5 higher 0.10 0.9
X =44.07 F=1,47
p = 0,007 p =0.16
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Table 10. Elements of the emotlonal component of attitudeto the

child and intensity of religicus bellefs,

Percentage of

intensity of

Factor Indlicator of chiid

respondents religlous value
who clalm bellefs g "
having N = 767 = ° d: 1aa:1
children is v on
worthwhile
56.3 non -believer - 0.07 1.5
61,8 bellever who 0,02 0.9
does not go
to church
69.3 bellever who- 0, 02 0.9
goes to
~ church
2
x = 26,01 F = 0.40
p <0.001 p = 0.67
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Table 11. Education, intensity of religious beilefs and standardized

factor Indicator of child value

N

=1753

Education ¢

Intensity of religlous beliefs

non-believer

believer not
going to church

believer
going to church

1 1. Incomplete

elementary - - 0,35 0.03
2. elementary -0.06 - 0,08 - 0,02
3. baslc vo-

cational - 0.08 -.0,00

1 4. Incomplete

secondary - 0.56 - 0,06 - 0.07
5. secondary

vocational 0.30 0.29 0.06
8. secondary

general 0.02 - 0.05 0.19
7. post-se- )

condary 0.40 - 0,02 - 0,06
8. Incomplete

higher -0.11 0.05 0.16
9. higher - 0.61 0.15 0.26
Mean values
of standard-
1zed 1ndi- - 0.07 0. 02 0,02

cator of : ’

child value
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table 12 show only the group of believers going to church,

So far no clear correlatives of the value of the child measured by

the test of attitudes semantic differential have

been found, The impact

was expected to be especially strong in case of religious beliefs and

education.,
Table 12, Education and emotional components of attitude to the child®
N=1753
' Mean stan-'| Is having children worthwhile -
Education : dardized va- defini- | rather rather definite-
lues of fa-
R tely not yes ly yes
ctor indica- not
tor of child
value
1. incomplete -0.02 - - -0,38 0,21
elementary
2, elementary -0, 04 -1.03 -1,26 -0,33 0,17
3. basic voca-
tional -0, 04 -0,91 - -0,06 0,15
4. incomplete »
secondary -0, 00 -1,91 - -0,32 0,26
5. secondary '
vocational 0,15 - - -0,26 0,25
6. secondary .
general n, 10 - -1.91 0,18 0,47
7. post-~
soecondary -0, 02 - - -0,59 0,07
8. incomplete
higher 0, 05 - -0, 77 0,05 0,17
9. higher 0,10 - - -0,01 0,31
*Individual categories show mean value of factor indicator

of child value.
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In this situation the information on interdependence of the indicators of

the behavioural component of attitude to the child with the indicator of

the emotional component will now be processed.

Table 13. Attitude to contraception and the value of the child.

Is contracepﬁon‘ .

% Standardized - Standard
isht N = 1787 factor indicator deviation
right: of the value of
the child, mean
1. wrong 11,2 0,03 1,0
2. right -59,5 0,05 0,9
3. hard to say 29,8 -0, 06 1,0
100 F=2.6
P = 0,07

Table 14, Attitude to abortion and the value of the child.

Is ab(;rtion % Standardized Standard
factor indi- deviation
admissible : N = 1781 cator of the
value of the
child
mean-
1, definjtely o oo
not 21,0 -0, 02 0,9
2. yes, but only
in certzin .
circumstances 44,5 0,16 0,8
3. yes, always
when pregnan-
cy is unwan-
ted - 23,5 -0,11 1,1
4, bard to say 11,0 -0,19 1,2
100 F =11,13
P « 0,001
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According to earlier findings the attitude to prevention againsi
unintended pregnancy [attitude to contracéption/ and to abortion are
treated as elements of the behavioural component of attitude to the
child, Tables 13 and 14 show that the approval of birth control is not
accompanied by a fall in positive emotions associated with the child.

On the contrary, the respondents approve of contraception and declare
stronger positive emotional ties with the '"child" than those who claim
that contraception is wrong. The disparities, though small and insignifi-
cant, allow - juxtaposed with the data from Table 14 showing that the
highest ''value" of the child is held by the respondents clairming abor-
tion to be admissible in certain circumstances - to draw an optimistic
thesis: about 60 per cent of our society perceives the "child" as a value
which should be realized in a controlled, considerate way, with on Aallo-
wance for exceptions, and it is in this group that emotions and asses-
sments associated with the child are higher than in the rest of the popu-
lation, I think that it is not so much the fact that over one half of the
society approves of the family planning that is important as rather the
situation where such an attitude is accompanied by positive emotions and
convictions associated with the child. .

One may wonder why the view that abortion should be always admi-
ssible in case of unwanted pregnancy is accompanied by negative factor
indicators whereas the view "only in certain circumstances'" gives posi-
tive indicators. It seems that some explanation may be gought in the
distribution of accents in both statements, It may be that the second one
seemed to many subjects injudicious or irresponsible because of the word
‘always’. As a matter of fact these two statements mean the same in the
operational sense.

The individuals who found it difficult to give an explicit answer re-
quire a separate analysis, the more so as the material gathered reveals
other also very high percentages of evasive answers on matters relating
to sexual life.

The attitude to materhood of single women is the third element of the
emotional com.ponent of attitude to the child. I have given reasons for the
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choice of this indicator in ine earlier section of this report. Its presen-
tation can also perform an additional function of bringing closer the con-
tents of relatively low or high results of indicators describing ihe value
of the child. As will be remembered this indicator was obtained on the
basis of the intensity of individual definitions connected with the notion
_6f the value, Its level does not say much about how far the child is
perceived as an absolute value realized regardless of circumstances and
how far this value is only an object of desire which suggests certain re-
‘ lativity of behaviours. This type of argument has already been partly dis-
cussed in the course of examining correlations between this indicator and
the variables describing the attitude to controlled parenthood.

In the case of the child our culture has a clear-cut indicator of whet-
her it is an absolute or desirable value. This means simply the range of
circumstances in which the child can be born or not /Table 15/.

Therefore it can be said drawing on the results of Table 15 that for
about 50 per cent of our society the child functions unanimously in terms
of obligation /I am not referring here to the advocates of giving birth
to children only to pass them on to adoptive parents; they represent radical
supporters of the catholic dogmas/. Moreover it is this 50 per cent of
the population exactly /ie. those who consider a young single woman obli-
ged to give birth to a child whatever the circumstances and then try to
live up to the requirements of materhood/ who represent the highest coef-
ficients of the indicator of the value of the child. Does this signify that
the high value of the child springs from the very fact of its life? Or, in
other words, is it the same? Is this value realized by the very fact of
giving life to children no matter what they might be like in the future
and irrespective of broadly conceived costs that women may have to take?

This interpretation however, confronted with the results shown in
Tables 13 and 14 can hardly be left as it is. It needs a word of commen-
tary. At the moment we have three seemingly contradictory kinds of infor-
mation. The coefficienis of child value rise from persons who claim that
preventing unwanted pregnacies is right through those to whom it is admi-

ssible only in certain circumstances to those who consider a young single
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Table 15, Attitudes about motherhood of single women and the value

of the child.

‘| How to'advifse.‘. - ngcentqg_é ',Sta,!-ldardiz,ed Stén dard
a young, .single -~ |- N = 1_786 & hctorihdicatar dcmﬁqn
woman ‘who beca- - | .. of chid valwe -]
me pregnant : .

1. have the

child whate-~
ver the cir~
cumstarnces
. and try to
live up to - : o - )
the duties 1 48,2 : 0,14 1 - 0,80

2, have the
child but only
in certain
circumstan- . ) Co L :
ces ) 18,9 a,00 ’ 1,02 -

3. have the child
" and give
away for’ et
adoption ‘ 2,8 ; -0,38 _ 1,12

4. abo_x"t preg- : .
nancy ‘11,6 .-0,25 1,12

5. hard to : . - .
say - - 17j,§‘- ’ -,0,07 0,99

100,0 - F =9,39
P-< 0,001
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woman ought to have a child irrespective of circumstances and ought to
tfy to live up to her duties of motherhood. Could this be vet one more
attitudinal ambivalence, yet another inconsistency in the emotional compo-
nent? Let’s have a closer look at it, Firstly, a positive connection bet-
ween the approval of planned_ parenthood and the value of the child proves
to be of general character, Secondly, it means that the question about k
planned parenthood, about dispositions to behaviours trigger off, more )
than anything else, the mode of thinking in terms of models and patterns
whereas questions about motherhood of a single woman pr ovoke thinking
in terms of norms of conductza. This is due to various ’ideologies’ dor-
mant in the. subconscious and evoked by the question about single mothers.
This may be due to the concept of maternal instincts which makes every
woman want a child as well as to medical propaganda with its whip of
adverse effects of abortion plus prohibitions imposed by the church which
opposes not only birth control but also premarital sexual intercourse and
threatens with stories about womeﬁ who victim to premarital sex. Be it
added that much to my satisfaction only 2.6 per cent of the population
under -study consider that unwanted children should be delivered and tur-
nied. te adoptive.parents.

Thﬂl.m_.k of ambivalence in emotions associated with the child can
be seem optimistically as evidence of attudinal transformations in the
way of life oriented towards planned parenthood. What are these causes
far optimism? As usual most hopes can be banked on the planned incre-
ase in the level of ‘education of our society /Tables 16, 17, 18/. ‘

No facts inconsistent with common intujtion and knowledge about the
attitude - forming effects of religious beliefs have been found in Table 17,
Table 16 iliustrating correlations with education shows no systematic
trend either, it evinces however that on the whole relativism in this
sphere of life is a correlative of a higher standard of education. This de-
pendence is effected by age: the oldest and the youngest subjects show
the smallest degree of relativism popting rather for radical solutions/ the

-23Cf.LKrzemiﬁski, Spoleczenstwo norm i spoleczenstwo wzoréw A
society of norms and a society of models], “Wiei”/monthly/ No 5, 1877
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older - delivery whatever the circumstances, the young - abortion/.
These two independent variables combined tend to push parental orien-
tations either towards rigourism or towards alfernative solutions. The
role of educational levet is much more explicit when responses are cla-
ssified according to rigourist orientation and /or reiativistic orientation.
The first is made up by the answers; ‘have a child irrespective of cir-
cumstances and live up to the tole of the mother® and "have a child and
give it away for adaption®. The second include the have the child but only
in certain circumstances” and “hard to say® answers. Since the answer
"abortion® may be dictated by a motivation underpinned either by rigou-
rism or relativism I did not take it into consideration in this indicator.

The relativistic attitude is diversified much more than the rigouristic
one by responses about whether having children is wortwhile, This proves
a certain coherence in the emotional component of attitude to the child,
Rigourists have less doubt.

A report like this is not the best place for presenting subjective
opinions nevertheless I would like to suggest my way of looking at the
above findings. Though we do not dispose of precise criteria of what is
good for children and their parents nor the criteria about what proportion
of persons with the alternative attitude to procreation is sufficient for
a modern society my impression is that we are well on the road towards
this dimention of modern society, which is far from negligible in a popu-
lation 71 per cent of whose members are catholics going to church. The
church commandments regarding family planning are well-known and
have not changed for centuries.

Another thing worth emphasising is that the reflective attitude about
the child and its corollary - planned parenthood which we need most of
all do not add up to a causative agent sufficient enough for the irrever-

2
si bility of the demographic process 4. However | would not worry about

24Cf. data in Chapter IV which show that social policy in 1970-1879

failed to modify democgraphic trends, I argued with the view that such
social policy exists in our country in my article Polityka spoleczna a
niektére elementy modelu rodziny [Social policy and selected elements
of family model.] within project 11.2.2.
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Table 16. Attltude to motherhood of single women and respondents’

education /percentage/.

How to advise a single woman who becomes pregnant

rcin.org.pl

Education: have the have the have the
"} child and child only child and
live up to in certaln glve it to abort
dutles clrcume adoptive
stances famlly
N=947 N=365 N=51 N=221
1.ncomplete 73.0 18.2 2,17 3.1
elementary
2.elementary 62.1 19.5 4.1 14.3
3.basic vo-
catlonal 59.7 18.0 1.4 20.9
4.Incomplete
secondary 54.8 20.2 4.8 20.2
5.secondary
vocatlonal 59.0 27.0 1.2 12.9
6.secondary
general 50.9 33.3 3.7 11.1
7.post-
secondary 40.9 38.6 4,5 15.9
8.lncomplete
higher 59.0 17.9 2.6 20.5
9.higher 51.5 42.6 2.9 2. 9
Total 59.8 23.0 3.2 14,0
2
X =617.01 p <0.001
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Table 17. Attitude about motharhood of single women and Intensity

of religious beliefs /percentage/

How to advise Nbn-belie- { Bellevers Believers
woman who vers not golng golng to Total
becomes to church church
pregnant ;
have the
child 27.3 42.1 68.3 60.1
have 1t but... 40.9 34.4 17.8 22.9
have 1t and
give for
adoptlon 3.0 1,3 3.6 3.0
abort 28.8 22.2 10.2 14.0
Total 66 387 1152 1568
4.2 24,7 71.1 100,0
2
X = 134,72 p <0. 001
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Table 18. Attitude to motherhood of single women and respondent’s

age /[percentage/

How to advlse a single woman'
have the have the have the abort
Age child and | child - child and
live up to in certain| give it to
duties circum - adoptive
stances family
1, 16-19 44,2 16.3 9.3 30.2
2. 20-24 55.5 22.6 30.0 18.9
3. 25-29 59.7 23.9 0.6 15,9
4, 30-34 56.7 29.1 2.2 11,9
5. 35-39 55.8 28.3 3.6 12,3
6. 40-44 62.2 20.7 1.5 15.6
7. 45-49 55.5- 25.3 4.4 148
8. 50-59 €6.3 20.9 4.0 8.8
9. 60
over 70.1 18.4 4.6 6.9
total . 59,7 23,1 3.2 13.9
2
x =50.9 p <0.001
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Table 19. Rigouristic attitude to motherhood of single women and

respondent’ s education /percentage/

N = 1699
attitude to motherhood of single women
Educatlon: rigouristic relativistic
1. Incomplete
elementary 62.7 37.3
2. elementary 61.9 38.1
3. basic vo-
cational 64.4 35.6
4. incomplete
secondary 58.8 41.2
5. secondary
vocational 56.2 43.8
6. secondary
general 52.4 47.6
7. post-
secondary 43.5 56.5
8. Incomplete
higher 53.3 46, 7
9. higher 45.1 54.9
Total 58.17 41,3
2 (
x =19.9 p = 0.01
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Table 20. Interdependence of emutional compenent elements

/percentage/
Attitude "'Is }:aving children worthwile
P -
e herhood tage | defnttely defini- | hard to
of single not ) tely say
wome rather not| rather yes
n yes
N=1699
1. rigour-
istic 58.8 1.0 21.8 2.5 4.7
2. rela-
fivistic 41.2 1.4 34.7 52.1 11.8
2
x° =80.89 p <0.001
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" the fact that this avant-garde of modern parenthood entails child value
indicators lower than those of the rigourists because at any rate they
oscillate round the mean value. Let me remind that we are now dealing
with the crystallization phase of new motivational structures in the sphere
of procreation and parenthood. '
Coming back to our data - the respondents who qualified their advice
to single pregnant woman by circumstances in.an open question named

the following situation as conducive to the decision of having the child:

secured livelihood - 73.0% N = 359
secured assistance of the family - 16.2 %

the woman’s conscious desire — v - 15,9 7

health reasons . - 13,6 %
approval by the envi ronment ‘ S - 1.0%

These justifications were not differentiated by socio-occupational posi-
tion of respondents, their social background or the intensity of religious
beliefs. The only exception was ‘woman's conscious desire’, Here the
correlative was social background - it was given by 7.8 per cemt of
respondents whose fathers are iarme!‘ltn,t!’: 5 per ccntﬁht whose
parents are white-collar workers‘ with higher edﬁcation. This proportion
continues in the analysis of socio-occupational position of respondenfs .
themselves /respectively 9.6 per cent and 34,4 per cent/. This option
was also taken by'34.6 per cent of .non-believers-and 12.9 per cent of
believers, It is incomplete secondary education that appeared to act as
a threshold after which individuals with different education quote with
almost equal frequency /about 24 per cent/ the argumernt proving that
they perceive having children as an effect of a conscious. and free choice,

As will be remembered a similar educatiohal threshold comes to
play in the analysis of interdependencies between the level of education
and incidence of rigourism or relativism in the attitude to single wornen,
prospective mothers.

Before moving to a detailed presentation of the behavioural component
of attitude about the child here is a brief summing up what bas been found

so far.
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Thus contrary to one of the hypotheses the values of the emotional
. compbnent of attitude to the child are not high in our society. The
actual case is that where a wide emotional scope is not accompanied
by contents capable of filling it up. It is commonly considered t.h.at
having children is worthwhile /92 per cent of the population say that
having children is rather or definitely worthwhile/ - this is the factor
that determines the emotional scope. But the responses which justify
this belief do not form syndromes and as a result it looks like the
society is only at the stage of shaping its views in this sphere or, more
precisely, the stage of transition from traditional to modern justifica-
tions, The present motivational background lacks any special affecting
force. It also transpires that the choice of factors justifying the de-
claration that having children is worthwhile does not depend on how many
children respondents actually have, plan to have and desire. In short
peopyle with relatively less children give the same motives as those who
have much mare.

Nor is the abovementioned emotional scope being filled by high
factor indicators of child value. This may be likely to take up with the
transition of the emotions of ow society from the sphere of duty to the
sphere of choice. Moreover, the indicators in point do not produce
high correlation coefficients with the indicators of socio-occupational

position.

Bshavioural compongpt of attitude to the child, This section of the

'x;eport is intended to probe deeper into the theme of two-fold orienta-
tion to the child pointed out earlier: namely that of obligation - where
the child by the fact of its physical existence is an absolutely binding
value - as well as alternative in which the child may be an object of
desire, a desirable object. This will be carried out by means of exa-
mining interdependencies between two componehu of attitude to the

child - emotional and behavioural, as well as the desired and planned
number of children indicative for them. Perhaps I will he able to answer
at 1e-ast partly whether and to what extent a definite natural increase

of Poles is accompanied by a dissonance in convictions and emotions.
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My assumption is that the actual number of children can function
as an empirical indicator of attitude to the child understood structural-
ly. I wish to keep it this way with allowance for mixed forms of pre-
sentation.

Here are the main variables which will be used¢ to describe beha-
vioural diSpositioﬁs of attitude to.the child:

a/ ideal number of children - illustrated by responses to the question:

"how many children do you think should be in a family, what is the

best number?"

b/ planned number of children - illustrated by responses of single
persons under 34 years of age to the question: ’would you like to

have children in the future?, how many?’

c/ the attitude to family planning measured by the respondents view
on the use of contreceptive devices and abortion,
Unfortunately a bias common in most interviewers prevented me from
asking direct questions about the contraceptive techniques they use.
Nevertheless I think that programs of behaviour in this sphere can be
easily inferred from responses to questions 18, 22, 23 in the appended
interview.
The following variables will be used as empirical indicators of
attitude to the child:
a/ number of children
b/ number of children desired by couples married less than 15 years.
This indicator was obtained from adding the number of children the
respondents haveso far to the number of children they want. This
is a noteworthy factor as it regards the very demographic group
which respresents procreational attitudes of our society,
On account of their importance two variables which function as.
em pirical indicators will be presented in two variants: in tables and
basing on an analysis of variations. The tables are intended to introduce
and complement the picture obtained from analyses based on mean results

/Tables 21-26/.
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Table 22, The number of chilldren and the intensity of

religious beliefs /percentage/

! Non-bellever Believer | Believer
Number of My al
children ¢ not golng | golng to *ogal
- to church
church
no children .
ever 38.4 29.6 26,3 27,17
one 23.3 22.4 15,0 17,2
two 26,7 32,9 26.4 © 28,2
three 7.0 10.7 17,9 15,17
four 1.2 2.4 8.8 6.9
five 0. 1,1 3.6 2.9
six and more 3.5 0.9 1,9 1.7
Total 86 459 1344 1889
4.6 © 24,3 71,1 100.0
2
x = 77.56 p = 0.001
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I would like to draw special attention to a compariscn between
tables 24, 25 and tables 21, 22. What strikes is a fall in the influence
of the intensity of religious beliefs on the sphere of procreation. The
process of unification of procreational behaviour established in this
way will find further corroboration. ‘

I consider it necessary for this survey to be focussed on a com-
parison of pers.ons in childbearing age with the entire population,

Tables 27-33 illustrate how far social variables are capable of
explaining differentiatioﬁs of procreational dispositions and mdicators
of the number of children in our society.

Mean results for individual indicators of attitude and procreational
behaviour are as follows:
mean idealized~nu.mber of children /for the whole -population/ 2.6
mean number of children of one respondent and his/her
spouse [for the whole population/ N 1.7
mean number of children desired by single persons
under 34 years of age 2.1
mean number of children [the number of children now
and how many more are wanted/ in couples married

less than 15 years ) 2.4

It is not surprising in these seven tables that indicators of the
idealized number of children and the number of children actually had
are significantly differentiated by such variables as place of birth, res-
ponden’r's father’s social background, present residence, his socio-occu-
pational group, age, intensity of religious beliefs and educatlon. Nor
should we be astonished by the directions where these d:i‘ferennauons
go. Mean results for the number of children which the respondents consi-
der best for the family /_i.e. the ideal number of children/ and mean
results describing the actual number of children /number of children now
tend to fall with the increase in scores headed as present place of living,
intensity of religious beliefs, education. They tend to go up with the
respbndents’ age; they are higher for persons born in the countryside

in farming families who are occupied with farming themselves and lower

rcin.org.pl



62

for persons born in towns who, like their parents, are white-collar
workers with higher education. Mean results are similar for men and
women and for persons who differently estimate their material situation.

The situation changes significantly in the 3rd and 4th columns of all
the seven tables. These columns relate to single persons of under 34
years of age /potential parents/ and couples married less than 15 years
/generally spéaking also in childbearing age/ which will be seen most
clearly in the analysis of the possibility of explaining the differentiation
of the indicators of the number of children desired in the groups of
young couples. Here the number of children means those already born
and those planned. There is no certainty as to whether the respondents
will be able to realize their needs in full in this respect. But since in
this report I am not giving a demographic diagnosis but looking for di-
rections of attitudinal changes and their correlatives the use of a mixed-
-type attitudinal-behavioural indicator seems jus.tified enough. In the course
of work on the material gathered I will try to isolate more precisely from
this variable the number of children already had and chances for any
further realization of needs in this sphere.

Thus looking at this mixed indicator it is easy to notice a conside-
rable unification of preferences and behaviour. This seems most convin-
cing in the illustration of the influence of education and occupation of the
respondents categorised in 22 units25 /the table is not presented as no
significant differentiation has been found of the desired number of children
by socio-occupational status/. In other words in our society young married
couples from different socio-occupational groups have similar pr;)creatio-
nal plans and similar numbers of children., Their behaviéur differs from
that of the entire sample, This seems to be an important finding the mo-
re so as it is backed by the fact that this group ié less sighi.ficantly dif -

ferentiated by social background, religious beliefs or place of residence.

25 . -
Ci. K. Stomczynski, C. Kacprowicz, Skala Zawodéw [Occupa-
tional Scale}j, IFiS PAN, 1979,
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It may be that the countryside no longer can guarantee a high natu-
ral increase, Whether this is good or bad is beyond the concern of
this report. But that this is a social fact can be seen from the analy-
sis of the indicators of behavioural component of the attitude towards
the child in groups varying in terms of intensity of religious beliefs
/see column 4 in table 30/. It is known from elsewhere that the inten-
sity of religious beliefs is the highest in the countryside. This element
of change in mores can be taken as evidence that niowadays intensive
religiousness is not enough to cause high procreation. Unless it goes,
hopefully less and less often, with poverty and low level of education,

Can we speak credibly about a process in which procreational
dispositions and indicators of the number of children are becoming
similar? The following indicators have been examined to check this:
among couples married less than 15 years the rate of difference was
measured between, on the one side, the number of children already had
and still wanted and, on the other, the ideal number of children; among
single persons under 34 years of age the difference between desired and
ideal numbers of children; and in the entire sample the difference bet-

. 26
ween the number of children now and the ideal number ~. Here are the

results: .
couples - mean difference between desired and ideal 0.1
single - mean difference between desired and ideal 0,3

entire sample - mean difference between the number of

children now and the ideal number 0.9

The mean difference for the entire sample between the number of
children now and the number of respondents’ brothers and/or sisters
amounted to 2. 4.

The consistency of more intensive behavioural dispositions in single
persons /their procreational plans/ with less intensive dispositions/what

number of children they consider to be ideal for a family/ similarly as,

26 R P :
These indicators have been treated as indicators of consistency
of dispositions and behaviour.
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in couples married less than 15 years, the consistency of procreational
dispositions [what mumber of children is considered as’ ideal/ with their
realization are not differentiated by such variables as: social back-ground,
place of birth, present place of living, intensity of religious beliefs, the ‘
respondents’ a‘ubjectiv_e assessment of their material standard, the res-
pondents’ education and socio-occupational position /also classified by
-pre,sﬁge/.f ‘In the 20-34 age bracket there was no practical dissonance
between the number of children they would like to have and the number
they think they ought to have /the ideal mim_beg‘ of children/.

Table 34. Consistency of procreational dispositions and indicators of the

number of children by age in couples married less than

15 years N = 549

Age Difference between desired and ideal Standard
number of children [mean result/ deviation
16-18 0.0 . -
20-24 -0,0 0.8
25-29 ‘ -0.1 0.8
30-3¢ | 0.0 0.7
35-39 -0.2 o 0.8
40-44 -0.1 0.8
45-49 ) ~-0,7 1.2
50-58 -0.3 1.3
F =2.09
= 0.04

Comparison of the results demonstrated in this table with column
I of Table 31 allows a hypothesis about unifying effects of the situa-
tion-cultural factors. One of these could be the fact that the young
couples questioned are living in a definite historical period. This factor

abates the effects of age as a behaviour-forming variable seeing that
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the differences between the desired number of children /partly realized/
and the ideal number of children are small we can assume a considera-
ble consistency of procreational dispositions and behaviour. As will

be remembered these indicators do not change with socio-occupational
position, social background etc.

Thus there are at least two premises for claiming a universal
/ie. not differentiated by social correlatives/ trend to pass from the
imperative model of procreational attitudes to the alternative model
conceived as the realization of individual’s needs in life. In other words
dispositions to procreational behaviour find their relatively full reflection
in the number of children now.

Does the attitude about birth control, anothe;‘ element of attitude about
the child, change procreational dispositions and indicators of the number
of children and to what extent. /Tables 35, 36/.

Spontaneous parenthood manifested by lack of approval of birth
control /prevention against unwanted pregnancies/ and abortion is condu-
cive to more ambitious procreational plans and their realization. But
the most important finding is that such spontaneity comes rarer in the
sub-groups of young couples /columns IV in tables 35 and 36/ and
unmarried persons /columns IIl in tables 35 and 36/. It is with these
two groups that attitudes about birth control -- that is approval of spon-
taneous parenthood - or family planning only differentiate to a very small
degree procreational attitudes and their realization. The latter seem to
be unified and subordinated to a vogue of sorts rather than a deliberate
system of convictions. This problem will be discussed at length in
chapter Il of my report. For the time being Table 37 shows how the
emotional component of attitude about the child affects the behavioural

component,
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Table 37. Emotional component versus behavioural component of

attitude about the child®

Is having 1deal number Number of Mean number| Mean number
children of children children now of children | of children
worthwhile:| /mean result /mean re- desired by desired by
for entire sult for . unmarried couples
sample/ entire sam- | persons married
ple/ lessthan 15
e . years
mean stand . mean | stand. | mean|{stand. |mean | stand,
dev, dev. dev, dev,
definitely
not 2,0 0.8 1,2 1.8 0 0 1.5 2.1
rather
not 2,0 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.5 1.9 1.0 1.1
rather
yes 2,5 0,7 1.4 1.4 2.0 0.6 2.1 0.8
definitely
yes 2.8 0,8 2.0 1.5 2.4 0.6 2.6f 0,9
F=25,31 ¥=31.07 F=16.87 F=17,45
p £.0.001 p £ 0,001 p£0,001 p< 0,001

* Percentage as in table 35.

There are not many persons who think that having children is not
worthwhile. Though it does have some effect on the character of varia-
tions 1 will concentrate on two answers: ’rather yes’ and ’definitely
yes'. Though the range of answers in various categories of the emotio-
nal component is rather wide these categories are capable of explaining
some part of differentiation in the behavioural component, The analysis
of dependencies between the desired /target/ number of children in
couples married less than 15 years and their declared emotional attitu-
de about the child according to education of one of the spouses /[the

resp-ondent questioned/ shows that education operates less systematically
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than the intensity of emotions. Similarly, the mean values of the indi-
cator of tolerance of abortion examined through analogous variables
show less subordination and are changed less by the answer ’rather yes’

and ’definitely yes’ than by education.

Table 38, Number of children desired by couples married less than

15 years /mean values/, level of education, emotional attitude

to the child
It is worthwhile to have children
Education rathgr yes definitely yes
mean stand. mean stand.
dev. dev.

1. incomplete .

elementary 2,5 2.1 2.5 0.7
2. elementary 2.2 1.0 2.7 1.0
3. basic

vocational 2.0 0.0 2.7 0.8
4, incomplete

secondary 2.7 1.5 3.0 0.7
5. secondary

vocational 2,1 2.7 2.5 0.7
6. secondary

general 2.1 0.6 2.3 0,5
7. post-se- -

condary 2.0 . 1.0 2.6 0.8
8. incomplete

higher 1.0 0.0 2.2 0.6
Y. higher 2.0 0,0 2,6 : 6.9

The table of Person’s correlation coefficients [Table 39/ sums
up what has been found so far. It also adds new vantage points on pro-
creational dispositions and their realization in our society. While cor-
Mborating the fact that compared with the entire sample young couples
are less prone to model their procreational behaviours and attitudes

according to the elements of their socio-occupational position it also
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Table 39. Pearson’e correlation coefficients [ level of significance
p* <0,05/
ldeal number Number of Mumber of Number of
Specifcatton: of childrey chlidren now chlldren children
desired by desired by
slngle couples in
peraone procreational
age
1. duration of
marrage 0,24 0.538 - -
2. place of
residence -0.23 -0.19 ~0.10 -0,18
3. time of walting
for a flat - 0,17 - -
4, age 0.20 0.54 - -0.06
S. resldence till
the age of 14 -0.20 -0.20 - -0.11
5. number of
brothers or
sisters 0,27 0.31 0.26 0,14
7.  _ge of the
spouse 0.21 0.45 -0.07
8. brothers or
sisters of
the spouse 0,22 0.25 0.17
9. density of
occupancy
in present 0.09 0.16 0.21 0.12
residence
10. average income -0.13 -0,27 -0,25 -0.17
11, occupation acc.
to prestige -0, 07 -0, 05 - - -9.08
12. respondent's -0,16 . -0.22 -0.11 -0, 06
educatton”™ /-0.12/ /-0.12f /-10/ /-0.06/
13, education
of the spouse ~0.17 -0,26 -
14, satisfaction
with llfe - - - 0.11
15, standardized
child indicator
of value - - 0,21 0.10

. Civen In brackets are p

doefficien.s at age

artial correlation
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points to further consequences implicit in this situation. In this group
of our particular interest I am concerned in the first place with the
attitudes and behaviour‘ which are hardly ever connected or not conne-
cted at all with indicatorz of living conditions. I have in mind such
correlations as the time of waiting for a flat, average incoqae or den-
sity of occupancy. This group also shows little dependence on its
roots - number of their and their spouses brothers and/or sisters, pat-
terns of behaviours from the place of birth and the place of living tiil the
age of 14.

The situation which. I now want to survey is one in which procrea-
tional dispositions of one of the spouses married less than 15 years
and their mean number of children at the time of enquiry show much
interesting interdependence. Young couples are most consistent in terms
of the emotional and behavioural component which is evidenced by the
level of correlation coefficient of the number of desired children and the
standardized indicator of the value of the child. True this coefficient is
higher for single persons but it has to be noted that for tiem on the pro-
creation side it is produced merely by dispositions and hence more impor-
tant ’futurologically’ than diagnostically.

Only in the group of young couples are higher emotions associated
with the child accompanied by higher indicators of general satisfaction
with 1‘1fe27. This indicator represents a resultant of the estimated sati-
sfaction with various spheres of personal life. It can be assumed that
stronger attitudes about the child go with a certain type of mental com-
fort based on a relative satisfaction with life rather than definite values
of individual features describing social status., It has to be emphasized
that this offers yet another evidence of the fact that options of reflective
parenthood are not specific for definite socio-occupational groups.

To end this chapter 1 wish to present the results of multiple corre-

lation. The time limit designed for this study made it impossible to

27, .
The general indicator of satisfaction is a sum total of all catego-

ries in question of the interview divided by 9.
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carry out an in-depth survey or repeat attempts at selecting such factors
which could further elucidate the incidence of the highest percentages of
differentiation in the behaviowal component. Therefore I picked such
variables for multiple correlation which appeared recurrently in the cours:
of presentation and also ones which suggest various explanatory planes
for changes on these variables.

The variables were:
1. respondent’s age
2. place of residence
3. number. of brothers and sisters
4. tolerance of premarital sex28
5

. indicator of child value.

The results of this analysis wound up the enquiry of the process
of unification of procreational dispositions and various indicators of the
number of children among contemporary Poles. The multipie correlation
calculated according to these five variables is as follows:

- ideal number of children 0.14
- the number of children-

now for the entire sample 0.37
- the number of children

desired by single unmarried

persons under 34 ) 0.14
- the number of children

desired by couples married

less than 15 years . 0.5

By comparing the 37 per cent of the explained differentiation in
the number of children now /for the whole sample/ with the 5 per .
cent of the explained differentiation in the number of children in the
young couples group I found not only the continuation of the earlier
findings but also came against a question what factors, if anything

could explain the diversity of indicators of the number of children.

2*')'See footnote 21,
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This question will be answered at least partly by the results discussed
in chapter HI.

But it being known from elsewhere that this diversity bear only
slight significance the theme of the following chapter can be defined
as a search in the sphere of values for correlatives of the attitude about

the child which have been examined above.

Conclusions. The attitude about the child has been understood here
as a composition of two elements: emotional and behavioural. It follows
from the assumptions of the research that this attitude can best be cha-
racterized by comparing the results obtained with the initial hypotheses.

Hypothesis I: in the population in question the attitude about the child

is . inconsistent: high covalency of the emotional component is

not accompanied by equally high values of the behavioural component,

This hypothesis has not been confirmed on two scores, at least, Firstly,
the emotional component is not marked by a high covalency and its
contents only allow a speculation that the society now is in the process
of re-structuring the sphere of emotions associated with the child [ cf.
conclusions to the first part of this chapter/., Secondly, in the popula-
tion under study these yet uncrystallized emotions are parallel to quite
express needs for children and their realization. These needs in turn
are accompanied by a deliberate program. Thus in the group which I was
most interested in young married couples - no inconsistency has been
found between the planned and realized number of children, that is between
procreational disposition and procreational behaviour. All these facts
are affected by a trend in such parenthood is perceived as one of the
alternatives offered by life rather than an obligation. Perhaps this
exactly is whence the transitional drop in emotions associated with pa-
renthood really comes.

Hypothesis II. The disparities named in hypothesis I tend to

decrease with socio-occupational promotion.

No such disparities have been observed. But by comparing a group of

persons in the procreative phase of life [that is younger persons/ having
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relatively higher education with the entirety of parents in the sample
relatively worse educated it can be found that the former show much mo-
re consistency of emotional and behavioural components of attitude about
the child /cf. table 39/ than the latter.
Hypothesis MTI: As socio-occupational position rises the child is
more and more often perceived in terms of desire rather than
obligation.
This hypothesis has been confirmed especially by the example of attitu-

des about the motherhood of single women,

Hypothesis IV: Procreational attitudes and behaviour of contempo-
rary couples are not differentiated by their socio-occupational posi-
tion, place of residence and the iniensity of religious beliefs.
The confirmation of this hypothesis /perhaps with the exception of the
place of living/ is an interesting proof of a tendency for life styles of
various social groups to become similar. This however will be seen in
full when posed against other values significant for the sample selected

for this research.
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Chapter III THE PLACE OF THE CHILD IN. THE VALUE SYSTEM

General values, life models and goals of marriage. Components of

attitude toward the child vs. chosen values,

As I mentioned in the introauction the range of emotions, feelings
and attitudes coexisting with attitudles and behaviour related to the child
is in the actual fact far wider than what the report was able to cover.
This, however far from comforting, had to be put up with in view of
what means were available for the realization of this study. I am aware,
of course, that the set of feelings and convictions known as the system
of values is composed of much more elements, But the knowledge about
our society I had at the time of preparing the interview /1978/79/ per-
mitted skipping some of them as being to only a slight degree popular and
thus of hardly any significance for the analyses planned. This was true
primarily of all the broadly conceived forms of social activity including
authority. On the other hand the national character of the sample made
it impossible to build an interview extensive enough to cover several
variants of measurements of the set of values I decided to take into
account.

By defining the place of the child among other values and other sphe-

res of life I hope to answer the guestion about what is more and what
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less important for the population sample interviewed. This can be done
in two ways. The present chapter is based on a more direct method,
The next one which will describe the place of the child in the set of
other desirable objects or other spheres of reality will draw on a more
indirect method.
The direct method amounts to defining respondents’ preferencus on
the following three planes:
a/ general values which in this research as well as in the interview
will be operationalized as important for a good and successful life;
b/ various aspects of the institution of marriage;
¢/ alternative models of life to be picked by young couples.

Al these planes include ’the child’ and whatever may go with it,
perceived either as one of the spheres of life to be opted for on account
of its importance / a/ or as one of -the aspects of the institution of mar-
riage either conducive to marriage or not /b/ and finally as part of the
four different programs of life to be subscribedto by young couples /c/.
Having defined the place of the child in these three sets I shall try to
see if its position there in any way affects or, to be more cauntious,
coexists with definite varieties of the attitude about the child described
earlier. This line of analysis is expected to enrich our knowledge about
the structure of attitude about the child and tell more about various sha-
des of the covalency of the attitude.

The child’ among general values. The material in this section of

the report comes from replies to the following question: *Every man
is anxious to achieve something in his life, What some people are very
particular about others do not care. Here is a list of thihgs people can
set a high value at. Will you please choose.three of them which you
consider important for a good, successful life’,

As the tables demonstrate ’a happy, successful marital and personal

life’ clearly becomes toppriority . This value is not differentiated by

29 -
S.Nowak, Przekonanie i odczucie wspéiczesnych [Convictions and
feelings of our contempox'aric—s} in: Polakéw portret wiasny [Poles’
Self-Portrait },Wydawnictwo Literackie, Krakéw 1979,
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any variable. As many as 65 per cent of the population, irrespective
of age, sex, education, background etc. say it is important, What
this implies is that it is these objects which make pocssible the reali-
zation of such priorities that stand.the best chance for becoming po-
pular. This indeed is the case. The need for a successful personal and
family life is accompanied by a somewhat less popular need for affluen-
ce and good material standard and - third on the popularity scale -
the need for having and rearing children, In addition children and per-
sonal life are most commonly regarded as a source of satisfaction—
unlike the material standard which was ticked only by 8.8 per cent of
the population, These three  most popular values bring to mind the
notion of ’petty stabilization’ and bourgeois ideals. On the opposite
pole there are those values which provide no direct sense of security,
do not organize life and sometimes require making relationships with
people from outside the narrow family circle or even going into too
much trouble. This group of values includes: an interesting job which
gives satisfaction, independent frame of mind, promotion in life, work
for others, education and knowledge. It is interesting to see that enjo-
yment of life is more popular than for example promotion. It seems
that the group of values which give the sense of security can include
the need for friends, ie. people well-disposed to the respondent. This
need is quite popular - it was declared by almost 40 per cent of the
sample - and also universal for it is felt moststrongly by devoted
catholics /tables 40-43/.

However the picture sketched here is not as monolithic as it
seems. A closer look at the tables reveals that the most popular
syndrome of the ’petty stabilization’in the family appears most com-

monly among persons with relatively lower education /the option

*having children’ starts to be dropped from the set of three most im-
portant values after incomplete primary education/, deep religiousness,
more advanced age [or an age of procreation peak/, lower socio-occu-

patidnal position of the respondent’s father., Accordingly, more active
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Table 40, The chiid smong general values according to education

[percentagef

[ " Tevel of education N 1932
F.m?..u.:_ ncomp. elem. basic p d poste incomp, higher significence test
wmﬂ._un..mm. elem, voc, second. voc, gen, second, higher
1, successful 87,8 64,4 868,90 88,7 84,1 61,4 m,4 73,0 87,0 insignificant
private
fe
3. alfluence .1 85.0 60.2 87,8 66.8 E.o. 62,8 82,8 40.8 .uu = 42,38 p«0, 001
3, children’s 2
up-bringing 61,0 46.8 41,0 40,2 44,8 46,8 43.4 48,3 46.4 X ®17,20 p«<0,002
4. friends 38,9 37.9 36.0 41,2 40,2 4.9 87,7 28,3 2,1 insignihcant )
5. Interesting
* job which . . 2
fives 17,8 27,6 30,4 38,2 34,0 29,8 .0 28,3 36,9 X = 22,77 pe0,003
tigfaction
€, e«njoyment ' 2
of life 11,3 17,8 21,7 19,8 ‘14,4 19,0 11,0 17,0 8,3 X 84 p = 0,00
1, independent
frame of 2
mind 6.9 10,8 11,8 16,7 12,7 17,1 18,9 18,9 21,4 X =31,80 p » 0,008
8, promotion 7.0 11,0 14,9 8,8 ] 8.8 8,2 11,9 9.4 13,3 insignifcant
9, work for
others 8.4 10,7 8.7 8.8 8.2 15. 9 3.8 11,9 13.1 Inaignificant
PO, education, 2
knowledge 8.0 7.6 6,2 4.9 18,4 7.6 9.4 18,1 17,9 X = 33,38 p«0,001
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Table 41. The child among general values according to intensity of religious beliefs

87

! percenuge['
lnlzn-.xv of reug‘lo.ul bellefs
P"":'d % noa-be- bellever beilever significance  test
5:1“: N R ever not golng golwng to :2
ues; to church church

1. successful

private R

Nfe 65.6 60.5 65.5 66.0 insignificant
2, affluence 60,7 53,5 63.3 60,2 "
3. children’s 2

up- bringing 46.5 34.9 3.8 50,4 x° =27.05 p <0,000
4, firiends 38.8 30.2 85,4 40,5 xz =6,62 p «» 0,03
5. interesting

job which

gives 2

satlsfaction 29.5 38.4 32.3 27,8 X =R,87 p =0.038
6. enjoyment 2

of life 16,7 27.9 18.3 15.1 x" = 11.31 p=0.003

1. mdependent

frame of mind 12,6 17.4 14,4 11,7 insi gnificant
8. promotion 10,5 10,5 10,7 10,0 ingi gnificant
8. work for

others 9.8 12,8 9.4 10.0 ingi gnificant
10, education, 2

knowledge 9.1 14,0 12,4 7.7 x° =12,87 p<0.001

* Individual categories differentlated in terms of inteasity
of religious beliefs include the percautage of respondents who opted

for a given value
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Table 42, The child among general veluas according to respondents’ age \uoqco:.ano\* N =1932
Preferred A Ade
general 16-10 20-24 25-29 30-34 38-39 40-44 80-89 60 and signl ficance test
values more
1, successful '
private
‘ Ite 62,7 87,3 es, n,9 68,6 €3.4 66,0 66.4 insignificant
2, affluence | 80,7 89,8 83.8 8.8 81,8 81,8 63,9 88,3 63,8 insignificant
, chudren’s .
up-bringing 27,0 39,1 39,4 43.9 573 82,2 80,0 48.4 61,8 x° = 43,04 p<0,001
4, [riends 4.6 35.2 39,4 36.6 35.7 45,3 42,1 99.2 40,0 insignificent
8, interesting :
job which 2
gives satie. 45,9 82,3 36.% 34.8 27.4 20.8 22,2 26.8 18,2 X ®30,62 p<O0,00)
faction
. enjoyment . 2
of life 29,8 23,4 17.8 21.3 13,4 16,4 13,0 13,4 8.2 X = 37,10 p = 0,001
independent
frame of
mtnd 3.0 12,3 15,8 14,2 9.6 10,1 11,6 12,0 11,8 nsignificant
8, promotion 21,3 131 8.7 7.1 8,3 10.1 12,0 9.8 8.2 ku ®18,24 p«0,0%
9, work for 2
others 3.3 6.8 10.6 10,8 8.4 11,8 12,2 14,8 Xx =15,44 p»0,08
10, education, 2
knowledge 13,1 8.7 8.8 4.5 6.9 9.7 8.8 6,4 X % 21,38 p »0,006

* Individual categories dlfferentiated 1n ternwof age Include the
permntage of respondents who opted for a given valve,
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attitudes to life are accompanied by higher education, lower religio-
usness, younger age, higheg socio-occupational position of the father.
To put it properly that is according to the direction of causative inter-
dependencies I shall say that the analysed social goals go with a more
active attitude to life, In the syndrome of active attitude to life no need
for promotion and high rank has been observed. This need is positively
correlated with young age. It appeared however that it is also correlated
with rural background and subjective assessment of matérial standard.

The next two tables showing Pearson’s correlation coefficients r
with significance p=0. 001 demonstrate that the ties both within the two
syndromes distinguished here - ’petty stabilization in the family’ and
‘active attitude to life’ - as well as the values chogen by the respon-
dents with variables defining socio-occupational position are comparati-
vely weak?0

The matrix of correlation coefficients demonstrates that the hypothe-
sis about the tendency of chosen values to arrange themselves in two
syndromes was right. The second syndrome shows more consistency.
The syndrome which in the first version defined success in life through
success in personal life, having children and affluence is based chiefly
on interrelated choices of happy personal life and having children, It
marks 46.5 per cent of the population questioned.

Can any new light be thrown on these findings by a factor analysis
of variables defining what the respondents-think about conditions of
success in life? The results produced three factors, three programs
of life or three orientrtions: pro-social, orientation to a spectacular
success, orientation to self-ful filment through knowledge and work.

1
Here are the components of each of these factors:3

3OCf. footnote 29

31
Factor loads are given in brackets.
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Table 44. Person’s correlatlon coefficlents r of preferred values

and soclo - occupaticnal position /p = 0,001/

Factors of soclo-occupational position

Pref:re:l s ‘education | occupa=- mean father’ s
general values: by number| tlonal income soclo-occu-~
of school by pational
years prestige group

1, successful

personal

life
2. affluence -0.14 -0.11 -0,07 -0, 05
3. chidren -0, 05
4, friends
5. Interesting

job 0, 08
6. enjoyment

of life -0.08
7. Independent

frame of

mind 0. 08 0,12
8. promotion
9. work for

others
10, educatlon,

knowledge 0,09 . 0,10 0,07 0. 09
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Table 48, Peareon’a correlation coefficiens r of preferred

general values

/p =0.001/

Preferred general Tersonal Affluence| Children Triends Work Einjoyment Indevendent Promotion Wwork for Tducation and
values: gen ltfe of life mind others knowledge
1, successful per-

eonal Nfe
3, affluence -0,11
3, chidren [ -0,14
4. friends -0,18 -0.30 -0,12
8, iInteresting )

job -0.14 -0,14 -0,22 -0,13
6. enjoyment

of life ~0,18 [ -0,28 -0.17 - «0,12
7, independent

frame of

mind «0,17 -0.18 ~0,18 [} -0, 06 -0, 08
8, promotion «0,18 ] -0.14 -0,18 -0, 08 [} -0, 08
9. work for

others «0,18 -0,08 0,12 W11 -0,07 [}
10, education,

kr.owledge -0,13 -0,13 «0.18 0,00 [} 0 o o 0
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pro-social ) spectacular self-fulfilment
agrientation success orientation
friends /0.62/ promotion and knowledge and
high post /0.55/ education '0.32/
work for
others /0.42/ enjoyment
' of life /0.61/

interesting

job /0.78/
independent

frame of mind /0.49/ "

- successful - successful .-children /~0.66/
personal personal
life /-0,42/ life /-0.56/

- affluence /-0.62/ -children /-0.33/

It has to be emphasized that the second and third factor are closely
and negatively related with the need for having and rearing children,
The results of table 45 and the results of factor analysis suggests re-
examination of the position of friends on the scale of values important
in life, Friends are one of the elements of attitude which I propose to
name prosocial, This kind of attitude is not negatively affected by having
and rearing children, But there 'is no room for children in the attitude
oriented to a spectacular success and seli-fulfilment,

The arrangement of factors is identical for men and women; which
is not to say that the sexes do not differ in their choices. Thus women
give significant preference to successful personal life or children., Men
more often than women strive for promotion, affluence, interesting job
which gives satisfaction.

It is time now to see to what extent this system of preferences finds

corroboration in.further material.

The child as an attribute of the instituticn of marriage.

The realization of the need for petty stabilization in the family occurs in
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our culture within the institution of marriage. The data show that for

the majority of Poles marriage is generally subordinated to tis end and
the fact of having and rearing children plays a substantial role in achieving
it, What accompanies this key function of the child is the guestion I sought
to answer by gathering cpinions about the most important aspects - or
advantages - of marriage. The respondents were asked: What do you

think are the advantages of marriage [the respondents had three options

to choose from/. Here are the proportions obtained:

percentage

1, marriage makes having and rearing

children possible - 58,1
2, makes material success possible - 55,9
3. secures assistance in need 48,5
4, gratifies need for love - f 36,0
5. makes everyday problems easier to solve 34.9
6. secures regular sex 29,2
7. allows for the sharing of interests 28,7

In the group of values which marriage sliows to realize the populari-
ty of ‘material success’ is similar to 'having children’. As will be
seen from the correlation analysis these values are mutually exclusive to
a very small degree. At any rate the high popularity of the child does
not change in groups differentiated by education, age, place of residence
and social background, Only deeply religious persons see the crucial ad-
vantage of marriage in the opportunity of having children /60 per cent;
45.2 per cent. of this group were non-believers/.

The material success option has similar characteristics, It is
equally often wanted by persons with different socio-occupational positions,
living in towns and villages, young and cld, Only staunch believers /57,6
per cent against 32,1 per cent of non believers/ and those with farmer-
fathers/60,8 per cent against 46 per cent with white-collar fathers with
higher education/show more proneness to material access,

The following aspects of marriage, which can be defined as inter-

reactive are much less popular: sharing of interests, sex, gratificantion
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of the need for love. It is hard to judge the significance of lack of -
affiliation needs or, more broadly speaking, emotional needs, At any
rate in this arrangement having children appears to be one of the three
elements which give the sense of security in life. Where the affiliative
aspects of marriage are chosen they are combined thus gratification

of the need for love goes with higher education, younger age, higher
socio-occupational position of the respondent’s father. Similarly , mar-
riage tends to be seen as an opportunity of sharing interests by younger
people. These findings sound optimistic: a certain chance opeus up for
" the child to occupy high position in marriage. A companion phenomenon
is a less traditional syndrome of features, )

I have also noticed a slight signal of the sphere of sex life breaking
away from the institution of marriage. This is how one may view the
fact that for persons with relatively highest education and persons from
families with high socio-occupational status marriage is rarely seen
as first and foremost an opportunity for regular sex life. Another inter-
pretation is suggested by the result in which keeping sex within marital bo
is less important for believers who go to church /25.8 per cent/ than for
non-believers /47,6 per cent/. It seems therefore that the liberation of
the sphere of sex from the confines of marriage is a long way off and it
will take time before this aspect of life stops being pushed to the sub-
conscious.

The matrix of correlation coefficients in table 46 indicates that some
features of marriage chosen by the respondents are mutually exclusive:
’assistance in need’ precludes ’marital success’, ’sharing of interests’
precludes ’childi:-en’, * gratification of need for love’ precludes facilita-
tion of getting over everyday problems . The best synchronized pairs are
material success and joint solving of problems, These advantages of
'marriage are named by 35 per cent of the society /in 1979/,

The arrangement presented above has been confirmed by factor
analysis which allows to distinguish two views on marriage or two factors.

. 32
pragmatic and interereative.

32Factor loads are given in brackets.
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Table 46. The matrix of Pearéon’s r correlatlon coefficlents of
varlous aspects of marrlage.

_ Mater-| Assis- |Regu- |Ghildren Sharing} Grati- | Assls-
1al tance lar of fica- | tance
Agv;x;t:f;s s success| In need| sex inte - tlon n
b ge: life rest of solving
need |every-
for day
love prob-
lems
1, material
success
2., asslstance
In need -0,31
3, regular
sex -0.12 -0.26
Ife
4, children -0.12 -0,05} -0.186 =
5, sharing of
Interests -0.13 -0,07] -0.12 -0.32 -
6. gratifica- R
tion of -0.25 -0.08} -0,09 -0, 06 -0, 1_2 -
need for
love
7. asslstance
in solving -0, 01 -0,19} -0,09 -0,20 -0.10 ~0,32) -
everyday
problems
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Pragmatic factor Interreactive factor
marriage makes material marriage makes sharirgz
success easier 0.65 of interests possible 0.79
marriage solves many
everyday problems 0.55
marriage provides marriage makes having

R . ildren i - 0,7
assistance in need - 0,62 chi possible 8

marriage gratifies
need for love - 0.53

Two matters seem to deserve interest here: one - the fact that
in the first factor the child functions as if ouiside its bounds and is
not accompanied by, for instance, gratification of need for love; two -
that the perception of the child remains outside the sphere of interrea-
ction. This is how I would understand the opposition between the func-
tions of two componenis of .the second factor.

As can be seen from this paragraph the analysis of the correlates
of the choice of the chief advantage of marriage introduces nothing new,
Table 47 is intended mainly to indicate that the hierarchy of selected
values is identical with the respondents’ selection of three more positive

aspects of marriage.

Alternative models of life recommended fer young conples

The survey of preferences regarding the model of life seems tc be a
resultant of the view on ‘which values are more and which are less
important in life and opinions on which can be satisfied through marria-
ge. It is also a declaration about the best way of realizing these needs
and desires.

The respondents were asked to answer the following question: Here
are four young couples and their family plans. Their living conditions are
poor, they have just started to earn their living and their wage;s are sma.
Will you please choose the couple whose priorities you consider to be the
best?

1. Maria and Andrzej want first to secure the best material conditions

and a flat of their own before deciding to have a child /rational model
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Table 47. What 1s best In marriage according to soclo roccupational
groups /percentage/

farmer | Unskil- | Skilled | White- | White- Po
What is best : led worker | collar { collar ‘
tn marriage: worker without{ with N=1883
marriage: higher | higher
educ, educ,
1. having
children 27.0 22,3 27.6 33.5 26,2 28.8
2, helping
hand In
need 18.1 18,17 19,8 19.3 26.2 19.5
3. makes
materlal
success 23,3 28.5 . 20.1 15,8 7.5 19.5
come
easler
4, gratifies
need for 11,6 10.4 13.4 13,3 23.4 13.2
love '
5., makes for )
easler 11,2 9.8 7.7 8.6 5.6 8.9
solving of
problems
6. regular
sex 3.7 4.1 6.5 5.1 5.6 5.1
life
7. sharing of
Interests 5.1 6.2 4,7 4,0 5.6 4.8
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2, Anka and Roman want to enjoy being togethef in the first years of

marriage, to go to entertainments and indulge in pleasures before
deciding to have a child /amusemeént-oriented model/;

3. Ewa and Zygmunt have interesting jobs which they like and they
want to make professional careers before having a child /seli-fulfil-
ment model/;

4. Barbara and Michat «consider having and rearing children as one of
the most important goals of marriage and are determined to have
a child right away /traditional model/.

The options given by the respondents and their socio-demographic
classification are shown 'in table 48, 49, 50,

The models include elements conducive to or competitive with
bhaving children. The laiter are included in the first three models. The
rational model which makes the decision to have children contingent on
the achievement of a decent material living standard has been most
popular, more popular than the traditional model in which the spouses
decide to have a child as soon as possible irrespective of their material
standard. This seems very symptomatic in a population in which 96 per
cent of respondents describeAthemselves as catholics, that is people
obliged to observe prohibitive rules about birth control, In terms of
their scope the amusement-oriented and self-fulfilment models do not
compete with the traditional and rational ones. It is the former two
models which contain elements clearly competitive for children.

The advocates of the amusement -oriented model are mostly the
people with the highest education and relatively highest incomes, living
in bigger conurbe;tion.s, with white~collar back-ground, aged 20-30,
most often non-believers.

Those who endorse self-fulfilment of young couples through work
or professional career have lower education, lower incomes, are white~
~collar workers born rather in the countryside and still living there or in
towns with population over 100,000,

The traditional option is correlated with the lowest level of educa-
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Table 48. Preferred models of behaviour and respondent’s

educatlion
Models of %o Average number] Standard
behaviour N=1928 of school deviatlon
years
1, rational 45,9 8.9 2.8
2. amusement-
-oriented 16. 4 9.3 2.8
3. self-fulfiiment
oriented 7.5 9.0 3.3
4. traditional 30.2 8.5 2.8
F = 6.41
p <0,001
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Table 49, Preferred models of behaviour and respondent’s family
Income per caplta

rcin.org.pl

Models of behaviour : Percentage Average Standard
N = 1928 lncome deviation
per caplta
In zl
1, rational 45,9 2377.5 1163.0
2. amusement-
-orlented 16.4 2577.0 1263.4
3. self-fulfllment-
-oriented 7.4 2465, 0 1416.8
4, traditional 30.2 2265.0 1073,2
F= 3,52
p =0,01
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Table 50. Preferred models of behaviour and respondent’s age

/percentage/
' Models of behaviour
Age ratlonal amusement - self-ful- tradltlonal
-orlented fllment -
orlented
16-19 47.5 3.1 | 8.2 13.1
20-24 46.9 23.0 7.1 23,0 )
25-29 53.8 18,17 5.3 21.2
30-34 51.6 13.1 3.3 32.0
35-39 44.6 13.4 6.4 35.7
40-44 45.5 12,2 " 10.3 32,1
45-49 46.8 12,0 8.3 32.9
50-59 41,0 14,6 9,2 35.2
60 and more! 39.6 9.0 7.2 44,1
.x2 = 78.13; p <0,001
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Table 51.Preferred general values and preferred models of

behaviour /percentage/
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TPreferred models of behaviour

ratlonal | amusement}- self- tradition-{ signifi-
Preferred ge- oriented ful - al cance
neral values filment test
orlented
45.9 16,4 7.5 [T 30.2
1, successful 2
personal 68.8 63.3 44,4 67.1 x =33.84
life p<0.001
2
2, affluence 64.4 62.3 51,4 56.6 X = 14,00
p<0,001
3. children’s 43.2 31,0 - 33.3 63.3 .x2=110.54
upbringing p <0, 001
4. friends 417.9 38.6 35.4 40, 4 insigni-
ficant
5. Interesting 2
job which 30, 1 30,7 42.4 24.4 x =18,99
glves satis- |~ p <0.001
faction
2
6. enjoyment 15.8 29,7 18.8 10.7 - X =54,53
of life p £0.001
7. ndependent
frame of 11,9 13,6 15,3 12,6 nsigni-
mind : ficant
. 2
8., promotion 11,2 12,0 20.1 6.0 x“=27,99
p <0. 001
2
9. work for x =26,171
others 7.1 7.0 19,1 12,4 p<0,001
10, education 9,0 11,1 18.8 5.7 .x2=25.'94
knowledge - p<0,001
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tion, lowest income, deep religiounsness, lower social status, residence

in smaller localities, mostly villages, and aged 35 and more, Best

part of respondents who ticked this model are farmers or unskilled

workers.

The rational model is correlated with mean values of all the de-~

pendent variables applied similarly as in the previous four cases. This

fact is unexpectedly corroborated in Pearson’s coefficientsr for the

advantages of marriage in each of the four models separately. The ma-

trix for the rational model appeared to be identical with the matrix for

the entire sample,

The rational behaviour model recommended for young couples tells

how to achieve the most desirable value for all Poles: successful per=~

sonal life, affluence /relative/ and children, The remaining three are

not able to guarantee the fulfilment of those most popular needs /see

tab.51/.

How common this recommendation is in groups of persons about

to take such substantial life decisions will be illustrated thraigh a com-~

parison of proportions of individual life models in the entire sample

with similar proportions in the group of persons married less than 15

years and young unmarried persons.

Table 52. Popularity of models of behaviour by demographic categories

/ percentage/
Models of Entire Couples Single
‘behaviour : sample marvried less persons

than 15 years under 34

rational 45,9 47,17 51.5
amusement-
oriented 16.4 17,1 23.8
self-fulfil-
ment-oriented 7.5 5.6 7.6
traditional 30,2 28.8 15,7
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It can be inferred from this that the acceptance and realization ‘of
the ideal of petty stabilization through rational conduct is likely to have

continuators ‘in the future. And their number is likely to grow, too.

Components of attitude about the child and selected general values

It may be pondered to what extent definite options and decisions about
what values are important and which less important coexist or diffe~-
rent:ate the attitude about the child understood in terms presented in
chapter 1, Connections can refer to both components: emotional and
behavioural,

It is hard to determine the direction of causative relationship.
It could be equally relevant to say that the differentiation of attitude
about the child prompts the choice of the way of life in which the child
plays a definite role. Let’s see what affiliations there are between va-
lues and the behavioural component of this attitude about the child.
Table 53. Chief advantages of marriage, procreational dispositions

and the number of children now,

Features of marriage: Ideal number of Number of children
children /mean/ now/mean/

1. material success 2.5 1.6
2. assistance in need 2.6 1.7
3. regular sexulife © 2,5 1.3
4, children 2.8 2.0
5. sharing of ]

interests 2.5 1.4
6. gratification of

need for love 2.5 1.3
7. keep in solving

everyday

problems 2.6 1.9

The results shown in Table 54 are even more interesting.They
allow to assume that the slogans about different concepts and style of

life conceal actual procreational diSpositions‘and indicators of the number
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»f children. It is this synthetic expression of options within the set of

7alues associated with married life that is accompanied by the widest

range of diversity in the behavioural component of attitude about the

child. Individual general values /question 6 in the interview/ are not

able to differentiate the component spectacularly. On the contrary, the

‘unctioning of these values in the population in point marks an advanced

srocess of homogenization of couples at their childbearing phase of life

{cf, chapter 1/,

lable 54. Preferred models of behaviour and procreational dispositions

and behaviour.

Preferred Ideal mum-|{ Mean number| Mean number] Mean number
mnodel of ber of of children of children of children
sehaviour children now desired by desired by

/mean/ unmareied couples
persons un- { married less
der 34 than 15 years
rational 2.6 1.6 2,2 2.3
amusement-
oriented 2.4 1.3 2.0 2.2
self-ful-
filment
oriented 2.6 1. 1.
traditional 2,9 . . .
F=35.14 F=27,73 F=3.65 F=7.98
p<0.002 p < 0,001 p<0,01 |p<0.00l

Certain values neither have any significance for nor coexist with

stronger or weaker procreational dispositions. These are: education, afflu-

ence, friends, work for others. Other values coexist with the''number of

children now’ if the analysis is carried out on the level of the sample

in question. In such case the number of children is likely to grow where

respondents endorse successful personal life and having and rearing chil-

dren as elements conditioning a successful life, The number of children is
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likely to drop where respondents opt for an interesting job, promotion

and independent frame of mind. These last values go with wider gaps
between the number of children seen as ideal and the number of children

now. There are also values which weaken the indicator of the ideal num-
ber of children. These are: interesting job and the need for entertain-
ment and amusements. No values coexist with weaker procreational dis-
positions of young couples. In addition this characteristics also holds
good for unmarried persons under 34.

I shall now consider this articulation of values which stands any
chance of giving correlatives of attitude about the child. Before exami~
ning the emotional component of the attitude as reflected by factor indi-
cators describing the degree of covalency in which the child can be
perceived, it is worthwhile to note that 83 per cent of the advocates
of the traditional model of life think having children definitely worthwile,
The same view is taken by 62 per cent of rationalists, 56 per cent of
those who are for self-fulfilment through work and 51 per cent of those
who put amusement in life first,

Table 55, Preferred models of behaviour and the value of the child

)
| Preferred models of Indicator of Standard deviation !
behaviour child value i
! mean
1. rational 0,04 0.99
2. amusement-
oriented - 0.11 1.0
3. seli-fulfilment
oriented - 0.28 1.0
4, traditional 0,10 0.89
F = 7.23
! p € 0,001 :
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Table 56, Preferred models of behaviour and emotional components

of attitude to the child*

's having Preferred models of behaviour
children worth- rational amusement- | self-realiza- | traditiod
while : oriented tion oriented| nal
1. definitely

yes -2,20 -2.30 -1,96 1.19
2. rather

not -1.60 -1, 00 ~-0,.84 -
3., rather :

yes -0,15 -0,12 -0,37 -0.34
4. definitely

yes 0,31 0.13 -0.06 0.21
Mean results 0.04 -0.11 -0.26 o.10

* Tables 56, 57; 58 evic...

indicators of ’ child value,
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Table 57. Preferred models of behaviour, respondents’ education

and the value of the child

!

Preferred models of behaviours

3 Education : }ean
results rational | amusement- | self-reali- | tradi-
oriented -zation tional
oriented
1. incomplete
elementary| -0.02 0.12 -0,31 -0.18 -0.20
2. elementa-
ry -0.04 0.01 -0,23 -0,34 0.02
3. basic vo-
cational -0.04 -0.04 -0,14 -0,32 0.04
4. incompléte
secondary | -0.00 -0, 04 -0.13 -0.10 0.18
5. seconda-
ry vocatiod
nal 0.15 0.11 0.03 0,01 0.36
6. secondary
general 0.10 0.12 0,15 -0.61 0.21
7. post-
secondary 0.02 -0.06 -0.07 0.28 0.27
8. incomple-
te higher 0,05 0,19 20,04 ~0427 0.09
9, higher 0.10 0,24 -0.03 -0.36 0.21
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Table 58, Models of life, intensity of religious beliefs and the value
of the child

'

{ Treferred Intensity of religious beliefs
i models of
behaviour ; non-believer believer believer going
not going to church
to church
1, rational -0.00 0.06 0,05
2. amusement-~
oriented -0.12 -0.15 T -0,07
i3. self-fulfilment-
i oriented -1,19 -0.14 -0,26
4, traditional 0,30 0.18 0,07
Mean ’ -0.07 0,02 0,02

The last thrée tabels show that the so-called general attitudes

or views about life, which is how I think options for one of the four
models ought to be understood, are capable of correcting the interde-
pendencies presented earlier, Here are the examples, Even in the
group of persons who claim tihat having children is definitely worthwhile
the appearance of self-fulfilment needs brings down the value of the
child /Table 56/.

The level of education contributes only a little to the shaping of
the emotional component of attitude about the child. But.the three-varia-
ble analysis of the indicator of accépted life style prodrces - if only
in the case of the amusement-oriented model - a relative systematization
of interdependencies occurring there according to the principle that any
rise in the level of education is accompsnied by an increase of the value
of the child /Table 57/. The final evidence for the hypothesis about the
entire role of life style factors can be found in Table 58 where non-be-

lievers opting for the traditional way of life subordinated to the idea
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of having children represent the highest factor indicator of the value
of the child. .

Conclusions, Let’s see if the initial hypotheses have been confir-
med by the results obtained. The hypotheses were:

Hypothesis V. The child occypies the highest position among pre-
ferred general values, life goals and goals of marriage;

Hypothesis VI, Socio-occupational position differentiates the place
of the child among generai values, life goals and goals of marriage and
rise in socio-occupational position is accompanied by a drop in the
position of desired general values,

The place of the child among other values was defined by three
kinds of indicators /see page72/Among the¢ zlements named as most im-
portant for a.successful life ’successful personal lifei and ’affluence’
are placed before the "child". The most popular model of life for young
couples is based on securing a decent material and living standard as a
stage preceding having children, It has to be added that the possibility
of having and rearing children is most frequently perceived as the most
important, positive feature of the institution of marriage.

The data drawn from these indicators arrange themselves into a
coherent whole whi(;h challenges hypothesis V, even though- at times chil-
dren are perceived as the chief advantage of marriage because the most
popular feature is the opportunity offered by marriage for material suc-
cess, Thus the child appears to be one of the elements of life made
secure and organized within the institution of marriage which allows for
achieving the desired standard of living, In this model the child should N
come to life in a definite moment but not before the abovementioned con-
ditions are fulfilled. This thesis is absolutely justified for about 50 per
cent of the sample in question. And since this phenomenon is accompanied
bj a rather weak orientation towards others - for instance small popularit
of the values which are realized in interactions with other people or
thanks to them =~ the model of rational behaviour in the emotional sphere
of life that starts to evolve is not what I would call laudable. It is too

much a go-getter model and too opportunistic. Perhaps this is what
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conscious parenthood amounts to at the moment but there are grounds for
supspecting that it is underpinned by obligations and norms rather than
true emotions which are not always the same as well-considered decisions,
for example in the sphere of family planning /see Table 14/.

The tendency acknowledged above adds considerably to the picture of
the attitude about the child as outlined in Chapter II. Its striking feature
was a low temperature of the emotional component, An interpretation com-
bining these two facts is that a vogue for "petty stabilization" as a life pro-
gram and a relatively low covalency of attitude about the child operate in a
feed-back and this phenomenon is likely to shrink at the moment of top cry-
stallization of the emotional component of the attitude.

The feed-back has a relatively strong causative force: it seems to be
one of the factors holding back the natural increase in our country. Contra-
ry to expectations and known stereotypes desirable procreational attitudes
are not seriously threatened by the amusement-oriented and self-fulfilment
oriented attitudes which are less entangled in consumption needsss.

Hypothesis VI, which is quite obvious, has been confirmed on the
level of evidence. Its interpretation will be dealt with in the final section

of this report,

33 . . .
In a minimalistic variant of desirable increase the proportion of

children aged 0-14 in the entire population does not fall below 20 per cent.
In 1880 it amounted to 22,8 per cent and it is expected to drop cf. footno-
te 6.

rcin.org.pl



Chapter IV. CORRELATIVES OF ATTITUDE ABOUT THE CHILD

Rigourism in sex life. Occupational activation of women. The operation

of social policy.

This chapter will consider three phenomena which are in various
ways relevant to the subject of our interest: the attitude about the child.
They are:

a/ rigourism in sex life
b/ occupational activation of woman
c/ the operation of social policy

These three aspects seemed significant on the basis of common
and systematic knowledge for the description of the place of th.e child i
the system of other values. The first two can be treated as extension
elements of this system meaning that the set of values analysed in
Chapter II is supplemented with the sphere of sex life /including family
planning/ and occupational careers of women. As for the operation of
social policy it is of course external for the system of values, But by
its very definition it ought to act effectively enought to bear on the
shape of the family model.

Rigourism in sex life. Family planning. In the light of the results

presented so far one could expect a moderate attitude about the child
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to be accompanied - given common approval of controlled parenthood -
by a common and quite high degree of tolerance /permissiveness/ re-
garding the sphere of sex life. However no findings have confirmed such
an expectation. My personal opinion is that rigourism in sex life is
quite popular in our society and appears in various forms which eomplement
one another, for instance only 60 per cent of the population approve

of birth control /the use of contraceptive devices/ only 23.5 per cent
consider premarital sex absolutely natural for a girl /33,7 per cent so
for boys/. Such rigouristic attitude is very common and it is differ-
entiated very clearly by social background, intensity of religious beliefs,
preferred models of life. What seems strange is to see that me are
more rigouristic in this sphere than women.

Sexual liberty c;an be described by three indicators: l. declared
tolerance of premarital sexual relationship for both girls and boys;

2. declared approval of birth control, and 3. declared approval of abor-
tion when pregnancy is unwanted, The first and third indicator occur in
two forms: either as qualitative or guantitative variable. As will be
remembered the second and third indicator have already been dealt with

in earlier sections of this report., The empirical material presented below
1s intended to prove a thesis formulated at the beginning of this chapter
or as a basis for readers’ individual interpretation.

The respondents were asked what they think about starting a
sexual relationship before marriage by girls and boys. Tolerance regar-
ding this sphere of life tends to change with time and Tables 59 and 60
show this interdependence, By comparing the results of these two tables
one -is rather struck by the width of a gap between what is permissible

for girls and what for boys.
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Table 59. Tolerance of premarital sex life of girls by respondents’ "
age [percentage/

N = 1752
Age Premarital sex for a girl is
out of the admissible in absolutely
question certain circum- | natural
stances

16-19 17.0 41,5 . 41,5
20-24 23.4 43.1 33.4
25-29 22.9 39.4 37.8
30-34 26,8 38.4 - 34.8
35-39 - 34.0 46.1 19.9
40-44 46.9 21.3 21,8
45-49 43.9 37.2 18.9
50-59 58.5 21.0 20.5
60 a;xd more 72.8 18.4- 8.7
Total 39.8 34.1 26.0

x2 = 24,28;p < 0.001

Table 60. Tolerance of premarital sex life of boys by respondents’

age /percentage/ N = 1752
Premarital sex for a boy is
Age . out of the admissible in absolutely
question certain circum- natural
stances

16-19 11.3 37,7 50,9
20-24 . 16.8 " 38.2 45,0
25-29 15.1 33.5 51.4
30-34 ~. 20.6 34.0 45,4
35-39 22.0 40.9 37.1
40-44 35.2 30.3 34.5
45-49 30.3 35.9 33.8
50-59 42.1 28,1 29.8
60 and more 51.0 23.5 25.5
- Jotal 28.4 33.3 38.3

x° = 126,59; p < 0.001
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This gap also exists in the case of younger people’s opinions.
Another interesting thing is a rapid drop in tolerance in both cases after
the age of 34. In other words the generation born after World War II
‘is clearly much more likely to treat sex autonomously ie. out of mari-
tal bond.. Even though within the framework of norms accepted by my
respondents there is not much room for the equality of rights between
girls and boys I have worked out a quantitative indicator of tolerance of
premarital sex.3 4

Tables 61 and 62 show how far the categories differing in terms
of preferred models of behaviour /see Chapter IIl/ and intensity of reli-
gious beliefs are homogeneous in terms of this indicator. Even in the
group oriented towards amusement and among nonbelievers the indicator
has not reached its maximum value. It is worth noting that in table 61
people advancing the traditional conduct of young couples - where the
newly-weds decide to have childrea as soon after their weddling as
possible - clearly stand out from the rest. They add up to 30 per cent

of the whole sample. -

Table 61, Sexual tolerance by preferred models of behaviour /max,

value = 6.0/
Preferred models of Mean value of Standard deviation
behaviour: indicator
1. rational 4,0 1.5
2.' amusement-oriented 4.5 1,3
3. self-fulfilment
oriented T4,1 . 1.6
4, traditional 3.6 1.5
N F = 20,62
p < 0,001
3

4 See footnote 21.
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Table 62, Sexual tolerance and intensity of religious beliefs /max.

value = 6.0/

Mean value of

Religiousness Mes Standard deviation
indicator
npn-believers 5.1 1.2
believers not going -
to church 4.5 1,3
believers who go
to church 3.7 1.5
F = 171,39
P < 0,001

The value of the indicator rises - which was to be expected -~ with

the rise in the level of eiiucation_-of the respondents. It cannot be said

however that the size of their place of living differentiates tolerance of

premarital sex.

Thus I observed no acceptance of sexual liberty sufficient for calling

it one of the reasons of a weakening procreational dispositions and posi-

tive attitude about the child, The more so that the data in table 63 in-

dicate that this acceptance does not have to be accompanied by any

marked drop in emotions addressed to the child. In other wards

Table 63. Sexual tolerance and the value of the child" /mean value = 0.0/

Premarital sex : Tor ginls Tor boys
mean mean
1, absolutely out
of question 0,00 0,04
2, admissible in certain .
circumstances 0.02 0.04
_ 3. absolutely natural 0,01 - 0.05
4, hard to say 0, 03 0.07

Differences are insignificant,

* Individual categeries show mean value factor
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transformations in the sphere of sex life follow a separate path of custom
change and do not collide with procreational dispositions.

I would like to discuss now this dimension of sex life which is very
closely connected with the sphere of procreation. As may be remembered
some 70 per cent of the population can be said to feel for various reasons
/see question 3 of the appended interview/ a need for the use of contra-
ceptive devices and other methods of preventing unwanted pregnancies.
Asked if Icontraception was right 59.5 per cent of my respondents said
,yes, /[thus the difference is 0.20 per cent/, 11.2 per cent said ’wrong’
and as many as 29.2 per cent 'hard to say . Looking closer at this last
group I found it was composed largely of deeply religious persons with
lower education. Perhaps in the future their attitudes will evolve towards -

acceptance of birth control.

Table 64. Attitude about contraception by respondents education

/ percentage/ . N = 1823
T ducation . Contra ception is:
wrong right
1. incomplete
elementary ’ 36.6 63.4
2,elementary 18.5 81.5
3.basic vo-
cational - 12.6 87,4
4.incomplete
secondary 14,1 85,9
5.secondary .
vocational 10.5 89.5
6, secondary
general 12,4 87.6
7. post-secondary 11,1 88.9
8, incomplete
higher 11,9 88.1
9. higher ) 4.5 95.5
2
X = 44,14, p < 0,001
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The attitude about birth control, similarly as tolerance about preinari-
tal sex ig a correlative of many variables. Acceptance of birth control
is accompanied by a higher socio-occupational position, younger age,
residence in a bigger town, being born in a city. /tab.65/.

The comparatively high proportion of believers going to church
who claim that contraception is wrong is hardly surprising since the
Catholic church allows only for the rhythm method. I suspect that many
respondents mistake or associate contraception with the use of unnatural

ie. murderous devices,

Table 65. Attitude about contraception by the intensity of religious
beliefs [percentage/

. Contraception is:

Religiousness Wrong Tight
1. non-believers

N = 69 o] 100.0
2. believers not

going 3o church

N = 357 8.5 90,5
3. believers who - ’

go to church

N = 916 19.7 80.3

2
X~ = 33,45; p < 0. 001

Here is how 1111 respondents justified their approvali of birth control:

material conditions 25.2 per cent
possibility to plan family life 17.0 per cent
family planning 15,2 per cent
woman’s health 7.8 per cent
mental hygiene S.4 per cent
overpopulation of the world ' 2.6 per cent

The respondents were also asked which of methods they consider as

best, Here are their answers:
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rhythm method 49.2 per cent
sheath 20.0 per cent
other natural methods : 18.6 per cent
pill 9.0 per cent
chemical devices 8.8 per cent
other devices 2.5 per cent

This brings us closer to reality and also close to the results obtained
by Z. Smolifiski in his Family Poll dealing directly with the actual
. 35
behaviour of women ,
These findings show a very strong interference of the Catholic
church into tne sphere of procreation. Religiousness is the only socio-
-demographic variable correlative for preferences in contraceptive met-

hods.

Table 66, Religiousness and appro';'a.l of birth control /percentage/

Contraceptive Beligiousnegs x2
method : non-believer believer {believer
not goingjgoing to
to churcH church
1. sheath 20.0 20,0 20,0 inessentry
2, rhythm .x2=14,55
method 34.5 - 42.8 53.8 p = 0,007
3. pill 19.0 12.5 6.4 ;x2=16,21
p = 0,000
4, chemical - 2
¢ X x = 9,55
device 19.0 9.2 7.3 p = 0,008

For all the gaps of extrapolation of actual behaviour from indirect
information the portion of findings presented above urges a question

about how the Poles car maintain their natural increase on the level

35Cf. footnote 4; The pill is an exception. )It is used by 1 per cent of

.married women [according to Smoliniski/ and 9 per cent of my.. respondents
answer it the best contraceptive, which is based on wishful thinking rather

than actual experience because the pill is hard to obraia.
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touching only slightly that of simple reproduction. The fact that the
arsenal of available contraceptive devices is very scarce and that it
is further tappled by the pronatalist policy of the Church /affecting 70
per cent of the population in question/ is well known from common eve-
ryday observation. Perhaps our society achieves its desirable natural
increase by mixing abstinence with abortion. Certain suggestions about
the former are contained in th: paragraph about sexual tolerance. How
about abortion?

The respondents were asked if they consider abortion adimissible.

Table 67. Attitude to abortion by intensity of religious beliefs

/ percentage/
Religiousness
{Abortion is: N=1723
non-believ- | believers believers
ers not going going to

to church church

1. absolutely
inadmissible 23.9 2.5 7.8 31.0

2, admissible in
only certain
circumstances 47,5 54.4 54.4 48.17

3. always admissi~
ble when pre-
gnancy is un-
wanted 26.0 50.0 37.7 20,3

2
x = 142,16; p < 0.001

Table 67 presents this problem in relation to religious beliefs, a
variable which most strongly affects the attitude to abortion. Table 68
continues the analysis of the group for whom abortion is admissible only
in certain circumstances. What circumstances?

Though we expected the statement about abortion being admissible

’oniy in certain circumstances’ to be merely an evasion of the radical
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statement it is always admissible’ it appeared not to be so. Only when
it threatens the life or health of the woman or the child do 80 per cent
of respondents agree that pregnancy can be aborted. They are also
moderately tolerant when the material situation of the family is difficult,
and rarely tolerate abortion when it could solye a complicated life situa-
tion of the woman. .

These results can be viewed from two points. Firstly the verbal rigou-
rism is accompanied by a relative commonnes of the abortion for it is
known from elsewhere that an average of 300 thousand women undergo abor-
tion in Poland each year. My estimations are that only 44 per cent of
the sample can suffer a dissonance between being in need of abortion
and having the sense of violating very essential norms when it becomes
a fact,

Another viewpoint is connected with the child as a value, The results
presented above allow for a thesis that there are biological roots of the
value of the child in our society. The covalency of attitude about the
child is to a certain degree a consequence of the operation of the cat-
holic ideology. The present enriches it with a new emotional dimension
which in turn comes from reflection rather than obligation /Cf. Chapter
oj.

It can be added while we are on circumstances allowing for abortion
that they are identical in terms of popularity in groups with different
education, age, social background, occupation and place of living. 36

Table 69 shows quantitative indicators of the attitude about abortion
for groups which give preference to various life styles. Table 70 does
the same for groups with different educatio;l. The attitude about abortion,
similarly as the attitude about birth control, has a number of correlatives.
Stronger acceptance goes with younger age, higher socio-occupational po-
sition, being born in a city, being male and more permissivenes for pre-
marital sex. /Tab.69,70/. )

But the functioning of this indicator has its surprising turns, too.

36S(-re foatnote 21,
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Table 68. Circumstances In which abortlon can be undertaken and

Intensity of religlous bellefs *

Circumstances:

|

Religlousness

non -bellever

believer
not
golng

to
church

believer
going to
church

pregnancy
threatens
woman’ s

health

a child may
have iInborn
defects

poor llving
condItlons
of the
family

too many
children
already

pregnancy
complicates
the life of
the woman
who’s work-
Ing and
studying

the woman
1s not
married

100,0

86.8

52,6

57.9

31,6

37.8

99.1

89.8

60.9

46. 9

30.5

21,3

98,4

40,7

33.7

18.9

18.4

insignificant

x2=34. 54
p<0.001

«=26. 66
p<0. 001

x2=16.81
p < 0,001

xz =20, 56
p=0,004

* The figures represent the Percentage of respondents
who consider a glven cIrcumstance as &fficlent for abortlon
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Table 69, Tolerance of abortlonand preferred models of behaviour

/max.value of Indlcator = 8,0/

Preferred model Mean value of Standard
of behaviour Indicator deviation
1. ratlonal 4.7 3.3
2. amusement-
oriented 5.8 3.0
3. self-fulfiiment-
orlented 4.6 3.
4, traditional . .
F = 38,105
p< 0,001

Table 70, Tolerance of abortlonad education /max. value

of Indicator = 8,0/

Mean value

rcin.org.pl

Education Standard
of indlcator devlation
1, incomplete
elementary 2,5
2. elementary 3.0 3.
3. basic vocational 4,5 3.4
4. Incomplete
secondary 4,9 3.4
5. secondary
general 5.0 3.2
6. secondary
vocational 4.9 3.4
7. post-secondary 5.1 3.1
8. Incomplete higher 4.6 3.1
9. higher 4.7 3.4
F =6.55
p<0,001
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Those shown in Table 69 are obvious and need no comments - it is
yet another exam ple of the advocates of the traditional way of life
being the odd group out. But the fall in tolerance of abortion in the
group of persons with the highest education may signify that tolerance
is modified by cognitive elements in this particular cdse it is the
knowledge about the harmfulness of this operation. Among the specific
features of the indicator of tolerance of abortion one can certainly
name the fact that it has low scores. As I have mentioned earlier this
feature is likely to produce conflicts.

All the indicators describing the scope of rigourism in the sphere
of sex life are father closely correlated. For instance the value of
Pearson’s correlation coefficient r between the indicator of sexual
tolerance of premarital sex and the indicator of tolerance of abortion
amounts to 0.37 at the level of significance p=0,001.

To end this sub-chapter I would like to look briefly at relations
between rigourism in sexual life and individual components of attitude
about the child. It appears that there are no correlations between the
factor indicator which illustrates the value of the child, the indicator
of sexual tolerance and the indicator of tolerance of abortion. This may
be seen as yet another evidence that the value of the child is not
endangered by what is commonly known is sexual permissiveness
/Table 63/. The system of connections between elements of behavioural
component - the number of children now and the desired number is
very complex, Pearson’s correlation coefficients r between the indi-
cator of sexual tclerance and the indicator of tolerance of abortion on
the one side and the number of children now and the number /children

already had and those still wanted/ desired by young couples are the

following:
number of nu.nber of children
children now desired by young
for entire couples
sample

sexual tclerance - 0,26 -

tolerance of abortion . = 0,18 - 9,17

All coefficients are significant on the level p = 0.001.
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This corroborates the ecrlier findings about sexual tolera;lce
not posing a threat to the interests of natural increase. This is how
I would interpret lack of correlation between the number of children
desired by young couples and their sexual tolerance. It is not surpri-
sing however that tolerance of abortion is not favourable to the inten-
sification of procreational dispositions.

Occupational activation of women. This phenomenon has to be con-

sidered from two view points: the attitude of the whole sample and the
attitudes of women alone. By way of introduction here is a list of rep-
lies to an open question about the causes of the present fall in natural

increase [percentage/: -

poor material conditions 7 48.4
avoidance of inconvenience by couples 32.6
poor housing conditions 35.5
gaps in social care ’ 11.1
overworking 9.4
other models of marriage 9.2
women’'s career 8.2
problems connected with rearing children 7.7

As can be seen from this comparison women’s careers are rarely
blamed for the lowering of the natural increase. This is an important
fact since female careers are one of the most significant elements of
our social life; women add up to 43.2 per cent of the national employ-
ment and in the sample in question 75 per cent of all married women
with children had jobs outside home. Thus we have the first indicator
of the acceptance of women’s careers. The situations influencing the
approval of this role will be inferred from replies to the question whet~
her a woman should work professionally in situations named in Table 71
if she is not compelled to gainful work by her material situation [tab.71/.

This question was not formulated explicitly, and provoked replies

rendering wishful thinking rather than ‘postulates or obligations. On this
g g 7 o g
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account I think that the proportions obtained in this table are quite high,

I have .chosen for the presentation of this problem an irdependent variab-
le which differentiates attitudes about women’s career as widely as pos-
sible, Even so the attitudes about occupational activeness of single women
and mothers with children under three are identical for various socio-
occupational groups. They are also identical for groups differing in terms
of education, age, background, religion, and sex. However the variables
differentiate attitudes about careers of childless, married women. With
the rise of socio-occupational position and fall in age and intensity of
religiousness the acceptance of occupational roles of childless married
women tends to grow. At any rate the theme of occupational work of

this category of women differentiates opiniocns more than anything else
and makes the elements of tradifional atiitudes most clearly seen. They
are differentiated by a greater number of variables than for instance
‘attitudes about careers of married mothers with children aged from 4 to
6. People with higher socio-occupational position display more tolerance
about careers of mothers with children aged from 4 to 6.

The quantitative indicator of the attitude about women’s careers37
shows that there are a number of variables which do not differentiate
the intensity of acceptance of professional careers, Most generally spea-
king these variables are connected with the sphere of general values,
representing positive aspects of marriage, preferred models of behaviour
of y-ung couples. Persons who choose different values from the lisi do
not differ much in their acceptance of women’s careers.

This may lead to a thesis that the professional career of women
may mark - on account of its commonness and ordinarines§ - a change
in the way of life which does not require any deeper changesk in the
consciouenesssa.

At any rate these results show that the intensity of acceptance of

women’ s career does not.reduce the covalency of attitudes about the

37 o .
The indicator of acceptance of women’s career is a sum total of
scores on question 5 of the interview.

"An analysis of psycho-social correlauves of occupaiion on activation
of women is in preparation.
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Table 71. .Attitude about women’s careers by soclo-occupational

group /percentage/*

. Sioclo -6ccupauohal grouﬁ
S;tu;tlon private| unskil-{ skilled | white- | white- 2
o N farmer| led worker | collar | collar *
woman worker with'- with
out higher
higher | educa-
educ. tlon
1, single
96, 8% 96. 4 96.4 96.0 97,6 98.1 | Imnsignificant
2.chlldless
and 2 :
married 87.6 83.6 80.5 94.1 96.3 | x = 28.69
90, 4% . p< 0.001
3. mother
with 4,8 3.2 4.3 3.2 4.6 | Insignificant
child under ¢
3,95%
4. mother 2
with 12,6 14,2 13.5 16,3 25.5 | x"=12,38
child aged p =0.01
4-65 o
5. mother 2
with 36.6 33.9 35.7 43.8 48.0 | x =13,7
child p< 0,001
over 7 ~ .
39,2%

*Percentage of answers: "It’s better she work’s"
for Individual categories
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child either in its emotional of behavioural dimension. Correlation coef-
ficients are low and insignificant,

What do women themselves think ‘about their professional careers?
Alli women were asked how they viewed themselves upon entering adult
life, and more specifically about their attitudes towards two social roles:
one connected with f._he house and family life, the other connected with
occupational career [Table 72/.

Table 72 shows that women’s attitudes are accompanied by a cer-
tain scale of preferences in the sphere of values. Leaving aside 5.4 per
cent of the most radical responses - the women who see themselves
axclusively as professionally active - other women who opt for recon-
ciling career roles with family roles display more involvement with
such values as: independent frame of rﬁind, interesting job and educa-
tion. It is abvious that women who chose one of the three ways differ
iﬂ ter;.ns of education /the a;rerage number of school years in each co-
lumn of table 72 is respectively: 8,0; 9.7 and 9.3/, background and
age /reconciling professional and family roles is most often declared
by women aged from 20 to 40/. This however is not the matter of
top importance. What is the characier of relationship between female
attitudes about their major life roles and their attitudes about the child?

Quite astonishing and significant findings have come from table 73.
The emotional component of attitude about the child was expected to be
more intensive in women who identify themselves fully with the role
of mother and wife., If it is not so - because it is among women who
see their lives enriched by proiessional careers that I found a much
stronger covalency of -attitude about the child - it means that I must
have detected a guarantee that the attitude about the child will steer
further and further away from its obligatory assumptions and motivations
and move towards a richer, more reflective parenthood, This conclusion
is all the more important ‘seeing that it goes with the result of analysis
of variations indicating that categories of women differentiated by their
life orientations are identical in terms of the number of desii'ed chil-

dren. This result of course applies to women from young couples/Table 7
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Table 72. Life roles preferred by women vis a vis

*
general values /percentage/

General values:

Life roles preferred by women

wife and

reconclling

working

2
mother In | career with woman 1n X
the first family life the first
place 41, 3% place
53,3% 5,4%
: 2
1. promotlon 6.1 4.4 24.0 x =28.58
p<0.001
2. having .
friends 38.4 42.8 28.0 insi gnificant
3. affluence 61.6 54.0 46.0 xz = 8.00
p< 0.001
4. Independent 7.9 14.1 22.0 .xz = 14,58
frame of p<0,001
mind N
5. work for :
others 9.7 10.4 12,0 insignificant
6. Interesting .xz = 34,41
job 15.4 30.3 38.0 p<0.001
7. children’s xz = 48,76
upbringing 67.9 49.9 28.0 p<0.001
8. successful 2
personal 74.3 69,2 52,0 x = 12,06
life p< 0,001
9. educatlon 6,7 8.4 14,0 inslgnificant
10. enjoyment R ..xz = 13.98
of life 11,5 15,9 39.0 p < 0,001

|

* percentage of optlons for Individual values,

rcin.org.pl




131

It also turns out that all has its price - favourable cultural chan-
ges included. In the analysis of the indicator of acceptance of women’s
careers in the three subgroups discussed here the fact that the mean
results are respectively 2.3, 2.7 and 2.8 and that differences are stati-
stically significant is much less important than the fact that with the
maximum value of 1e indicator amounting to 5 even in the group of
women absolutely determined for a professional career the indicator
reaches 2.8. This may signal a cognitive dissonance between the assumed
model and the contents of everyday life experience,

I have not found any evidence that values connected with the sphere
of sexual life and values connected with the sphere of professional career
could pose in any jeopardy to the position of the child. The following
short section will show if programmed actions oriented towards the child
and the family fulfil their task.

Social policy. Three groups of respondents have been sorted out
for the purpose of this section of inquiry according to a twofold crite-
rion; persons whose all children were born in a definite period spanned
by a definite social policy program. Period I covers the years 1847-55
which saw particular intensification of occupational activation of women;
Period II covers the years 1956~70 marked by a moderate increase in
the female employment; and Per iod HOI, the years 1971-1879, where
order was the policy oriented towards the family and the woman.

This has partly determined the character of the sub-group to be
dealt with. It does not include persons with many children. From esti-
mations of the average time of birth of children in the population under
study I know that only Period II embraces persons with five children .
while in Periods I and III the maximum number of children should not
be more than three., Period II has two specific features; a similarity
between the average number of children opted for by the respondents
accompanied by a fall in the average number of children actually had.
I decided to pay particular attention to groups with different religious
beliefs. /Tab. 74, 75, 76/.
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Table 73. The value of the child measured by factor

indicator vis a vis life roles preferred by women

Life roles preferred : Mean - St.dev.
1. wife and mother - 0.04 : 0.94
2. reconclling family and
professilonal roles 0.14 0,87
3. excluslvely career-
oriented : -0.26 C.95
F=4,12
p =0.01

Table 74. Average number of children now and respondent’s educatlon

/1n definite perlods/

Level of educatlon : Perlod of birth of children
1947-1955 1956-1970 1871-1979

1. Incomplete

elementary 2.6 - 1.0
2. elementary 2.2 2.4 1.6
3. basic vocatlonal 2,0 2.2 1.
4. Incomplete )

secondary 2.1 2.2 1.3
5. secondary

vocatlonal X 1,9 - 1,8 1,4
6. secondary

general 1.8 2,0 1.3
7. post-secondary 3.0 . 2.0 1.5
8. Incomplete

higher 2.0 1.8 1.3
9. higher . 1.5 1.5 1.5
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Table 75. Average number of chlldren now and respondent’s

father’s soclo-occupational group /in definite perlods/

Soclo-occupational

Perlod of birth of the chnd

group of respondent’s 1947-1955 1956-1970 ] 1971-1979
fathers:
1, private farmer 2.4 2.4 1.8
2. unskilled worker 2.3 2.0 1.4
3. merchant,
craftsman 1.8 1
. skllled worker . 1.9 1,
. white-collar
without higher edu-
catlon 1.6 1.9 1.4
6, white-collar with
higher educatlon 2.0 1.6 1.4

Table 76, The mean number of children and the intensity of

religlous bellefs /in perilods/.

Perlod of birth of children

Religlousness
1947-1955 1956-1970 1971-1979

1, non-bellever 1.0 1.5 1,4
2, believer not

golng to

church 2.0 1.8 1.4
3. bellever golng

to church 2.3 2.3 1.5
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Thus an interesting situation emerges: at the time of ihe most in-
tensive operation of sccial policy the number of children actuaily had
is definiiely on the decline, .’-\nothér finding is that there are no dif-
ferences in the number of children in individual social strata. One
could argue these to be ihe effects of social policy oriented tewards
women or the effects of employment policy, But it is not so. For it is
known that female careers differ in various education cétegories. A,
Kurzynowski found that among married women with primary.educalion
64 per cent took jobs outside home against 72 per cent with basic
vocational, 81 per cent with secondary general, 88 per cent with secon-
dary vocational and also 86 per cent with higher education3 ‘

This report is not the right place for considerations about the va-
riations of social policy. A subject like this needs a separate study and
it is being prepared. For the time being it will be enough to say that
the hitherto operation of social policy has provoked no visible response
from the Polish family.

Conclusions_. The hypotheses whose verification was the aim of this
chapter were:

Hypothesis VII. H:gh values of the emotional component of attitude

about the child are accompanied by: a/ low acceptance of women’s

careers; b/ higher level of rigourism in sexual life; ¢/ acceptance

of family planning.

Hypothesis VIII. Low values of the behavioural component of atti-
tude about the child or, in other words, low procreational needs
are accompanied by: a/ high acceptance of women’s careers;

b/ low level of rigourism in sexual life; ¢/ high acceptance of

family planning.

These two hypotheses signal a speculation of a more general nature,
namely, a hypothetical model of attitude about the child in which high
results of the emotional component [hyp. VII/ are accompanied by low

39 .
A.Kurzynowski, Aktywizacja zawodowa kobiet zameznych w Polsce
Ludowe) {Occupauonal Activation of Married Women in People’s Poland],
Ksigzka i Wiedza, Warszawa 1879, :
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/or not too high/ procreational needs /hypoth. VIII/. This is a key
p6i.nt in the subject area described in this report cm which I will now
focus.

Both hypotheses speak quite explicitly aboui connections between
variables, This type of assumption makes it necessary to remind cer-
tain earlier assertions., As is known en ihe basis of the hitherto analy-
ses there is no empirical evidence for high results of the emotional
component of attitude about the child and low procreational needs [the
latter remain on a medium level in all social groups/. In this situation
it will be more justified to speak about definite tendencies in coexistence
of the variables. But even given such less strict criteria the fact remains
that neither of the two hypotheses has veen proved true. It turns out that
higher results of the emotional comuonert correspond to higher acceptanc
of women’s careers /also among women themselves/, lower rigourism
in sexual life and acceptance of family planning.

The fejection of hypothesis VIII is even more obvious since pro-
creational needs of couples married less than 15 years /or, to put it
precisely, the needs expressed by one of the spouses/ are very similar
irrespective of the differences in many other categories of assessment,
for instance the social background. Therefore all that can be said is
that higher tolerance of premarital sexual life and higher acceptance
of women’s careers belittle neither procreational dispositions nor the
indicator of the number of children.

Summing up it can be statea that two important spheres of social
life while becoming more akin to those which characterize modern so~
cieties do not at the same time become correlative with the deerease

of any of the two components of attitude about the child.
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CONCLUSIONS

At the end of each chapter of this report I summed up the major
findings., My final remarks will look at them as a whole.

I shall start from the distribution of accents and proportions of the
material which may seem slightly different from what the title of the
report suggests, Taking up the description of the place of the child
against other values I assumed that I need first of all operationalization
of the object whose position is to be determined. ’The child’ has been
treated as an attitude to or about the child built of two components: emo-
tional and behavioural. In the course of the survey I established that
the structure of this attitude is incoherent, I started to wonder if * is
not this incoherence rather than the proportions of options for definife
values that can contain presumptions explaining the fall of natural incre-
ase. A closer scruting of the contents of this attitude provided enough
evidence for statiﬁg that there is in our society /ie, the sample under
study/ a very wide emotional space associated with the child but also
that there are growing gaps in the emotional contents., Drawing on empi-
rical data I interpret this fact as an indication of a process of transfor-
mation of the concept of parenthood from an obligational model to model
based on free choice, reflection and actual needs.

The attention I paid to the attitude about the child has proved worth
the trouble. The establishment of the high position of the child in the
hierarchy of other desirable values confronted with knowledge about the
structure of attitudes zbout the child Yvill save us from an interpretation

that Poles have to face a disscnance between what emotions and needs
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connected with having children they think they have and a much narro-
wer range of possibilities of meeting these needs. Common beliefs to
the contrary there is no such dissonance,

There is no discrepancy on the declarative level: the high place
of the child in the hierarchy of values corresponds to the commonness
of declaration that having children is definitely worthwhile, Both these
indicators are not accompanied by deep and justified emotions associated
with the child itself. In this situation if my respondents want to have
and actually have relatively less children than the previous generation I
can see no circumstances conducive to any dissonance. The more so as
at least two factors can prevent this unpleasant state,

The first is the fact that the set of values adding up to what I termed
a rational model is clearly ahead of the other three. I am inclined to
see this as a go-getter model, one associate with petty stabilization. In
it the child functions as yet another step in a successful life where a
definite, high living standard has to come ﬁrst._ This model is characte-
ristic of 50 per cent of the sample.

The second factor which much against the expectations seems to
function very similarly is a relatively weak share /compared with tradi-
tion and commonness/ of religious beliefs in the shaping of covalency of
attitude about the child. Religion comes to play where the canon of the
catholic doctrine is threatened, that is in attitudes about family planning
or abortion. It can be supposed however that it plays a much weaker
part in the shaping of real behaviour than in declarations collected in the
interview,

The last chapter mentions a hypothetical model of the attitude about
the child in which high emotions correspond to moderate procreational
needs /of course emotions are not identified with sentimentalism/. This
juxtaposition can be of much use in sorting out the empiricals material
and a simpler term for it is: conscious and emotionally rich parenthood.

And the last issue: the position of the child in the system of objects
of reality and spheres of life which the Poles hold as most important can

be said to be. quite vague siace in the point of fact little is known about
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why the contemporary Poles want to have less children irrespective of
what and who they are. The changes in the way of life which have been
tackled in the analysis. that is the phenomenon of occupational activation
and increasing sexual permisgsiveness can hardly be made responsible
/far lack of clear empirical evidence/ for reducing the value of the child,
The data show .that the actual process is opposite40

Where are the mechanisms shaping the attitude about the child and
hence also procreational needs? The contents and connotations of the
rational model of life of young couples suggest that we are edging on
thinking in terms of costs and profits. Ifit is so it would be worthwhile
to learn about how the Poles feel about the sum total of costs and profits
connected with the child, emotional, social and economic costs, that is.
This is yet anothér, new research theme and at the same time one of the
conclusions of this report. )

Due to the short time limit allowed for the implementation and elabo-
ration of this research project not all its threads have been explored

and described in full., The research will be continued.

-~ 0 s . ) -
4 For ex.: in 1963, girls’ sex before marriage seemed out of the
questionfor 8%; in 1979 for 23.5% of our society. Boys’ premarital sex

seemed out of the question for 18% in 1963 and for 34,5% in 1§79,
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Table 3. Level of education and the place of residence /percentage/

Level of education Countryside Town Total
140
Incomplete elementary 11,1 2,1 7,3
861
Elementary 54,6 31,7 45,0
: : 158
Basic vocational 9,6 6,3 8,3
102
Incomplete secondary 4,3 6,7 5,3
306
Secondary vacational 10,6 23,4 16,0
157
Secondary general 3,3 14,9 8,2
) 53
Port - secondary 1,1 5,1 2,8
53
Incomplete higher 1,8 4,0 2,8
83
Higher 3,3 5,7 4,3
Total | 1108 804 1913
58, 0 42,0 100,0
2
X =281; p <0,001
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Table 4. Level of educatlion and the intensity of religious beliefs

/percentage/
. ' \

B Non- Believer Believer Total

Level of education believer going 1o

church
Incomplete 141
elementary 0 7,1 92,9 1,5
B46
Elementary 2,1 19,6 78,3 45,0
158
Basil vacational 1,3 28,5 70,3 8,4
. 100
Incomplete secondary 5,0 29,0 66,0 5,3
294
Secondary vocational 6,8 32,7 60,5 15,7
157
Secondary general 10,2 29,9 59,9 8,4
: 51
Post - secondary 9,8 37,3 52,9 2,7
52
Incomplete higher 11,5 - 30,8 57,8 2,8
79
Highnr ’ 16,5 34,2 49,4 4,2
Total 85 455 1338 2878
4,5 24,2 71,2 100, 0
1
2
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Table 6. Place of residence and intensity of religious beliefs

147

/percentage/
t
Non- . .
Place of residence op Behevgr Be}lever Total
belie~ not going | going
ver to church | to church
755
Countryside 1,9 14,2 84,0 40,0
towns: :
. 113
up to 10 thousand 2,7 16,8 80,5 6,0
140
10 - 20 " 3,6 34,3 62,1 7,4
210
20 - 50 " 4,3 30,0 65,7 11,1
120
50 - 100 " 12,5 31,7 55,8 6,4
550 -
over 100 - " 7,3 33,3 59,5 29,1
Total 86 458 1344 1888
4,6 24,3 71,2 100,0
X 138,72; p < 0,001
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Table 7. Place of residence till age of 14 and place of residence

just now

rcin.org.pl

Place of living Countryside Town Total
just now
762
Countryside 95,9 4,1 39,6
towns:
118
up to 10 thousand 54,2 45,8 6,1
143
10 - 20 thousand 35,7 64,3 7,4
213
20 - 50 thousand 39,0 61,0 11,1
126
50 - 100 thousand 34,9 65,1 6,6
5617~
over 100 thousand 25,0 75,0 29,2
Total 1113 810 1923
57,9 © 42,1 100,0




Table 8. Age and intensity of religious beliefs /percentage/

149

Age Non- Believer Believer Total
28 believer not going going to
to church church

. 60

16 - 19 6,7 30,0 63,3 3,2
- 385

20 - 24 6,0 26,3 67,7 19,6
204

25 - 29 3.4 31,4 65,2 10,9
149

30 - 34 7,4 31,5 61,1 8,0
154

35 - 39 5,2 28,6 66,2 ,5
158

40 - 44 5,7 22,86 7,7 8,0
214

45 - 49 5,6 24,3 70,1 11,5
44Y

50 ~ 59 2,2 18,0 79,7 24,1
110

over 60 2,7 10,9 86,4 3,
Total 86 450 1328 1864
4,6 24,1 71,2 100,0

2
x = b51,27; p <o,00l
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Table 9. Place of residence till age of 14 and intensity of religious

beliefs ,percentage/

. Non- Believer Believer Total
Place of residence - X .
believer not going | going to
to church | church
1096
Countryside 29,4 41,8 65,5 58,1
789
70
Town ,6 58,2 34,5 41,9
Total 85 458 1341 1885
4,5 24,4 71,1 100,0
X = 109,23; p =0,001
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Appendix II

Questionnaire of interview
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COMMITTEE ON RADIO AND TELEVISION

“"POLISH RADIO AND TELEVISION"

Centre of Public Opinion Poll
and Programme Studies

LIFE IN THE FAMILY

Aronymous inquiry

Question

Answer

Code

la

What do you think are
the most important
advantages of marriage?

Please choose not more
than three answers.

it is easier for a couple
to grow rich,to reach
something in life
marriage gives protection
and support in need

‘enables regular physical
relationships between
a man and a woman

gives children, makes home
for them and allows their
rearing

there is someone to share
your interests with

satisfies the need of
love and care

marriage helps to solve
many everyday problems
/washing, eating, house
repairs, etc./

any other advantages
/'PeCify/ eoOcroscancnsen
IR N R RN RN RN RN REEREENEEE NN
can’t see any advantages
of marriage

Which of the advantages
your have chosen is
definitely -the most
important?

Please select one answer
only from those previous-
ly chosen

/indicate appcopriate
number/

rcin.org.pl



Let us consider various more important things in life
and see how they have shaped in your case

2. Are you satisfied, - /irut "x" in_appropriate cells/ Code
Ar not? : . defi- fair- rather defini- hard does C
nite- 1y sa- dissa- tely dis- to say not 9

ly sa- tis- tis- satis- don’t con-
tisfied fied fied fied care cern €

1 2 3 4 5 6

1, with your housing
_— conditions

2, with your children

3. with your private
life /if married:
with your marriage/

4, with your health
and frame of mind

5, with education
attained so far

6, with relation-
ships you have with
peopie - colleagues,
neighbours, friends

7. with the amount of
leisure your have
and the way you-
spend it

8. with your job and
your achievements
there /if not
working: with other
permanent duties =
e. g. school/

9. with your econo-
mic standard of li-
ving, your income
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3. Below we shall describe four young married couples and Code

their family plans, They all still have inconvenient dwelling
conditions: all have undertaken work relatively recently and
their earnings are modest.
Will you please choose the couple which you think does the
rightest thing: ‘

1/ Mary and Andrew first want to gain suitable living and
dwelling conditions and only then will decide to have
a child, '

Ann and Robert in the first years of their marriage want
to enjoy each other’s company, have some joy and enter-
tainment - and only then will decide to nave a child.

2/

3/ Eve and Psul have interesting jobs and like their profe-
ssional activities, therefore, first of all, they want to
have some professional achievements and only then will

decide to have a child.

Barbara and Michael regard having and rearing chﬂdren as
one of the most important goals in marriage, so they
intend to have a child right away,

4/

Which of the couples do you the couple

think does the rightest thing? does the rightest thing-
/indicate the number
of the couple chosen/

Question 4 to all women
Entering your adult life, L
do/did you see yourself
primarily as:

primarily as a wife
and mother

primarily as a success-~

/Please choose one
answer only/

ful working woman

3. as a woman who recon-
NOTE TO THE INQUIRER: ciles housework with
occupational activi-
- to all unmarried up to 24 ties
inclusive, read '‘do you"
= 4, hard to say

- to all married regardless
of the are and all un-

married over 24, read ''did
n

you'
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Questions 5 to 8 to all

5. Do you think a woman should /Put Mx" in appropriate Code
or should not work in the celis/
following circumstanceés: better better that hard
" IF SHE IS NOT PORCED TO that she . she does not to
WORK BY FINANCIAL SITU- works work - say
ATION -
1 2 -

L when the'il single

é. . whcn ‘she is marned
lnd l;u no ch.ﬂdren

3. when she is married
and has children below.
the age of 3

4, when she is married
and has children .at
the kindergarien age

5. when she is married
and has children at
the elementary school
age

"Each pérson hae something else he cares for in life and what
some people stnve for is not wort.h the trouble for others,

6. We shall present you now with a list of things people may eare for.

. Wiil you please choose from the list 3 things .you personally would
':,reprd as impnmt to ‘havé a GOOD SUCCESSFUL LIFE,

NOTE TO THE INQUIRER: o
hand Informant the enclosed list, Ask to read it carefully

and eboose not more than 3 things/.

rise ‘in the world attain the highest possible post

have friends, really well-wishing people
" be well-off, prosperous -

- stay independent in ome’ s views and conduct

do things that are useful to other people beside own family
have an interesting, satisfying job

have and rear children

have a happy, successful marriage, private life

9, attain the highest possible education, knowledge
10. have possibility to enjoy life, have pleasure, entertainment

Things chosen:

P

=1 O
» e .g

[+
.

/indicate 3 appropriate numbers
from the list/
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7. Now we shall present you with a list of various contradicting
features arranged in pairs such as, for example: bieg - small,
good - bad, ugly - pretty.

Will you please indicate which of the two features, in each
pair, and to what degree makes you think of the child, say
small child,

The point is not to describe the child you are familiar with or
that of your own, nor to say what a chiid should be like - but
to give the firsi thoughat that comes to vour mind in relation
to the word "CHILD!

neither this
nor that
1 0 1

0. joyful sad
1, resourceful helpless
2. sickly healthy
3. boring interesting
4, skinny fat
5., smart clumsy
6. sincere jeartless
7. noisy quiet
8. pretty ugly
9. needed useless
10. weak strong
11, bright dull
12, bad good
13, big small
14, quick slow
15, stupid wise

3 2 1 0 1 2 3

NOTE TO THE INQUIRER:

Hand Informant the list of features. Read each pair of features:

"oyful or sad", 'resourcefull or helpless", etc. If Informant

says e.g. that rather joyful, find out the intensity of the fea-

ture and put ''x" appropriately:

- if Informant regards the child as something very joyful - in
column 3

- if not so definitely joyful - in colurin 2

« if "joyful" only a little prevails over 'sad" « in column L

If Informant cannot decide on one of the two features or thinks

the child is neither this = nor that, put "x" in column 0 /in

the middle/,

Best would be if‘ Informant understands the method well and in-
dicates the chosen feature and appropriate number himself,

Ask Informants to respond as quickly as possible and without
much thinking,
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8, In general, do you think 1,
it is worth having children? 2

3.

4.

3.

definitely yes Code

rather yes
rather no
definitely no

hard to say

Question 8a to those who answered 1,2,3 oraz 4 to Q. 8

8a, Why do you think so?
reasons.

Please give the most importdnt

Questions 9 to 16 to

all

9, Which way of rearing chil-
dren do you consider

L

primarily in discipline
and respect for the elders

better: . ]

2, primarily in freedom and
friendly relationships
with parents

3. hard to say

10. And how were/are you 1. primarily in discipline

brought up?

and respect for the elders
primarily in freedom and
friendly relationships

with parents

hard to say
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11, All of us have certain ideas on what children should and
what they should not be like.
We are presenting you with a list of various characteristics.
Will you please say which of them are the most important for
a teen-age child to have, no matter if you have children and
what age they are.
NOTE TO THE INQUIRER:
Hand Informant the enclosed list and ask to read it care-
fully.
1, well-mannered 9. getting along well with
2. trying to reach something other dren
in life 10, acting properly for a boy
3. neat and clean [a-girl/
4. honest » 11, self reliance [self control/
5. good sense and somol 12,  obedient to parents
judgmant 13. responsible
6. resozrceful 14, considerate
7. indipendent opinions 15. interested in how and why
8. doing well at school
Will you please say now Please choose 3 such
which of the characteristics characteristics
listed above are the most im~-
portant for a child to have?
/indicate appropriate numbers
from the list/
lla, Which of the characteristics Please select one characteristic
you have chosen is definitely only from these you have pre-
the most impo:tant? viously chosen and indicate the

appropriate number from the list
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12, What to you think is the 1,
average number of children
a married couple in their / indicate the number/
forties has now in Poland? 2. hard t
/please give the number/ - fard 10 say
13. How many children do you 1. write down the number
think a family should have
- what is the ideal num.ber?
2, hard to say
- 14, Is it in the interest of 1, less
our State, society that
2. as many as now
more, less or as many
children as now are born? 3., more
4, hard to say
15, Why is it, nowadays, that many married cozples do not want
to have several children or do not want to have them at all?
16. What would lyou advise N 1. to bear the child regardless
Eaz 02250%3{ ewc::;n who of the circumstances and try
pregnant . to cope with maternal obli-
gations
2, to bear the child but only
in certain circumstances
3. to bear the child and give
it away for adoption
4. to get an abortion
5. hard to say

Questiion 16a ito those who answered 2 to Q. 16

16a. If you think that a single woman who has become pregnant
should bear the child in certain circumstances only, will
vou please specify the circumstances?
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Quwstions 17 and 18 to all

17, Would you say please who do you 1. a man first of all
think first of all should take
care to protect a woman against
unwanted pregnancy - a man or 3. both

5
& woman: 4, hard to say

2. a woman first of all

18. Some people use various me- L right
thods to prevent unwanted preg- 2. wrong
nancy, which allows family *
planning, limiting the number 3. hard to say

of children.,
On the whole, do you think it:

Quwstions 19 and 20 to those who answered 1 /"right'/ to Q.18

19. If you consider it right to use methods of preventing unwanted
pregnancy, will you please say why?

20, There are various methods 1, safe period method

of preventing unintentional

pregnancies and the births 2, other natural methods

of unwanted children, Which of 3. contraceptive pill

the methods mentioned lere o 4 other devices used by wo-

¥ g ) men ~ chemical, mechanical

5. protective device used by men
6. other methods /specify/

7. hard to say

Question 21 to those who answered 2 /'wrong'/ to Q.18

21, If you consider it wrong to use any methods of preventing un-
wanted pregnancy, will you please say why?
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Question 22 to all

22, What is your opinion 1. yes, always whenever preg-
concerning abortion - nancy is unwanted
do you think it should be : . . -
allowed at all? 2, yes, but in certain cir-

cumstances only
3. no, by no means

4, hard to say

Questions 23 and 23a to those who answered 2 to Q, 22

23. In what circumstances do you /Put "x" in appropriate cells/
think pregnancy may be ter- pregnancy  pregnancy hard
minated? may be may not be to

terminated terminated say
1 2 3

1, when pregnancy causes dan-
ger to the woman’s life
or health

2. when the woman is un-
married

3. when pregnancy interferes
with the woman’s activities
such as school or work

4. when the family has already.

got several children

5. when the family’ s situation
/financial, dwelling/ is
difficult —

6. when the child may be born
with a physical or mental de-
fect /crippled, mentally re-

. tarded/
23a, Are there any other circumstances in which you would allow
abortion?
Questions 24 and 25 io all
24, What is your opinion on initia- /Put "x" in appropriate celis’
ting physical relationships be- it defi- it may be I think hard
fore marriage? nitely allowed it abso- 1o

shouldnt in certain lutely say
take place circum- natu-
stances ral
1 2 3 =

L as far as a girl is
concerned

2. as far as a boy is concerned

rcin.org.pl



164

25. Have/had you any children?

L no
2,
/indicate the total number

yes; how many?

of children/

Questions 26 and 27 to those who answered 2 to Q. 25

/Put "x" in appropriate cells/
26. thgs have/ l:;g the ye- dwellin g financial which .
¢ ('.mé wou ar in conditions  situation ~ year af- °
you min¢ giving which satis-un-  satis- un-  ter the
some information g ohily fagto-sa-  fac- - Ba-  Contrac-
on your family si- was borm ry . fis- . tory -tis-  tion of
tuation at the . 77 facto- ‘fac- marriage
time they were born? ry tory
2 3 4 5 6
1st child
2nd child
3rd child
4th child
5th_child
6th child
27, After the child /Put 'x" in appropriate cells/

was born, did did’ nt had been went back took an gave up
the mother work working to work tmp.;azd working
work or not? at all and went after.a child-care

back to paid ma- leave

work on ternity

own farm  leave

1 2 3 4 ]

1st child
2nd_child
3rd child .
4th child '
5th child
6th child

rcin.org.pl



165

Question 28 to all

28, What is your marital status? 1, unmarried

2. married
duration of the pre-
sent marriage

/indicate the number of years/
3. divorced
/also separated or wodowed/

Question 29 to those married /Q. 28, ans. 2/ for not more
than 15 years

29, Would you like to have any 1. yes, I would
/more/ children in the fu- /how many? /
ture?

/no matter whether you

have got children so far

or not/ 2. no /not any more or none
at all/

/indicate the number/

‘3. hard to say

Question 30 to all single /Q. 28, ans. 1 or 3/ below the

age of 34 :
30. Would you like to have, 1, yes, 1 would
children in the future? /haw many? /

/indicate the number/
2. no

3. hard to say
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INFORMANT’ s BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS

Sex: 1. male 04a /if Q.4 ans, 2,3,4/

2, female Are you expecting a sepa=-
Are you living in: rate flat? :
1, village L yes, in ,...... years
2, town to 10 thous. inhabitants /indic, the number/
3. town 10-20 thous. " 2. mno

1t 1

4_~ town 20-50 " " 05 How many rooms /incl ki-
5, town 50-100 " tchen/ have you and your
6. town over 100 thous,

How do you judge your /your family/
financial situation?
1. I'm very well off

I'm pretty well off

family /those who share the

‘household with you/ at

your disposal?

/indic, the number/

2.

3. passably, average

4. I'm not too well off

5. I'm badly off, in a diffi-
cult financial situation

Dwelling conditions:

06

How many persons share
the household? /incl. Ina
formant and children/

1/ exclusively at the disposal of L, 07 Joint monthly income of

his closest family: spouse, child-
ren /L is the main occupant/

2/ living in the house /flat of pa-
rents, children, other relatives

3/ room/rooms rented from strangers

4/ other /specify/escessnceascsess

all household members, incl
Informant’ s, counting sa-
laries, scholarships, pen-
sions, etc,

zl

This time - exceptionally - we would like to ask about some back-
ground characteristics of your spouse, too,

INFORMANT HUSBAND/WIFE
NOTE: if Informant has no spouse
at present leave this
column unfilled
Age: 8a Age:

1, 16~19 years L 16-19 years

2. 20-24 2, 20-24

3. 25-29 3. 25«29

4, 30-34 4, 30-34

5. 35-39 5. 35-39

6. 40-44 6., 40-44

7. 45=49 7. 45-49

8. 50~59 8. 50-59

9, 60 and over 9. 60 and over
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9, Education:

1, elementary uncompleted

elementary

vocational training

secondary uncompleted

secondary vocational /technical/

grammar school

. university uncompl, /incl, poste
secondary vocational/

8. university

B

“

\I'CDU!

9a,

Education:
1 elementary uncompl.
elementary
vocational training
secondary uncompl,
. secondary vocational/tech/
grammar school
. university uncompl. /[inclL
postsec. vocational/
8, university

P

-~ O !
.

10, Are you at present doing any 10a Is your husband/wife at
paid work or working on own farm? present doing any paid
L yes work or working on own
2, Do farm?
11, If you are not working, are you: 12' }:(e)s
/NOTE: to those who answered 2 =
to Q, 10/ 1la If husband/wife is not
) working, is he/she:
L on pension /NOTE: to those who ans-
2.. a housewife wered 2 to Q. 10a/
3. at school, university L on pension
4. nor working for other reasons 5> a housewife
12, Socio~occupational status 3, at school, university

/those not working answers ace-
cording to the occupation of

the head of the family; pen-
sioners acc, to the work they
had been doing before retiring,
family members not working on
the farm are also considered
farmers/

1. farmer on‘own farm

2. unskilled manual worker
3. skilled manual worker
4,

non-manual worker with
no university education

5, nonemanual worker with
university education

6. other /specify/:

4, not working for o~
ther reasons

i2a

Socioeoccupational status
/those not working answer
acc. to the occupation of
the head of the family,
pensioners acc, 1o the
work they had been doing
before retiring, family
members not working on
the farm are also consi-
dered farmers/

1, farmer on own farm

2. unskilled manual worker
3. skilled manual worker
4, non-manual worker with
no university education

5. non-manual worker with
university education

6. other /specify/:
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.3. Please name: 13a Please name:
/NOTE: to those who answered /NOTE: to‘those who ans-
1 to Q. 10/ wered 1 to Q,10/
1. your present occupation 1. your husband’s/wifes
present occupation
e * P TSNS NP A
2, post held . 2, post held '
® @ 5 6 8 AP T O NS e S sw e s e ® & 204 0000 s e sseoe
4, Were you living up to the age 14a Was he/she living up to
of 14 in: the age of 14 in:
L village 1L village
2. town 2. town
.5 Siblings: ’ 15a Siblings:
1. have/had none 1. has/had none
2.. have/nad 2, has/had
®evPecnsansasseseonses LAA AR AR AR A AN LN AN LN ]
/give the number of /give the number of
siblings/ siblings/
.6 As regards religion, are you: 16a As regards religion, is he/she:.
1, believing and practi- L believing and practi-
cing cing .
2. beilieving but rather 2. believing but rather
not practicing not practicing
3. atheist .3. atheist
4. hard to say 4, hard to say
L7 Father’s occupation /if dead or 17a Father’s occupation [if

not working at present ~ his
last occupation/:

1. farmer

2, unskilled manual worker
/also farm-~hand/

3. craftsman or merchant
Jowner of a workshop or firm/

4, skilled manual worker

5, non-manual worker with
no--university education

6. non-manual worker witl
uriversity education

7. other /specify/

eesevsrseccccssncrannse

8, bhard to say

dead or not working at pre-
sent - his last occup. /:

L farmer

2, unskilled manual worker
/also farm-hand/

3. craftsman or merchant
J/owner of a workshop or
firm/

4, skilled manual worker

5. non-manual worker with
no university education

6. non-manual worker with
university education

7. other /specify/

[(EX X RER R LN BERERERELELERZY Y

8, hard to say
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THE J.IST TO QUESTION 6

We are presenting you with the list of things people may care
for. Will you please choose from the list 3 things you person-
nally aould regard as important to have a GOUD, SUCCESSFUL LIFE,

L rise in the world, attain the highest possible post
2, have friends, really well-wishing people

3. be well off, prosperous

4. stay independent in one’s views and conduct

9, do things that are useful to other people beside own family
6. have an interesting, satisfying job

7. have and rear children

8. have a happy, successful marriage, private life

9. attain the highest possible education, knowledge

10, have possibility to enjoy life, have pleasure, entertainment,

rcin.org.pl



170

THE LIST TO QUESTION 7

neither
this
nor
that
3 2 1 0 1 2 3

G, joyful sad

1, resourceful helpless

2. sickly healthy

3. boring interesting

4, skinny fat

5. smart clumsy

6. sincere heartless

7. noisy quiet

8. pretty ugly

9. needed useless
10. weak strong-
11, bright dull
12, bad good
13. big small
14, quick slow
15, stupid wise
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We are presenting you with the list of various characteris-

tics, Will you please say which of them are the most imjore

THE LIST TO QUESTION 11

tant for a teen~age child to have, no matter if you have

children and what age they are,

Lo o

>

0 =3 o o
. . by o

=]
.

10,
11,
12,
13,
14,
15,

well -mannered

trying to reach something in life
neat and clean

honest, truthful

reasonable, thoughtful

canny, resourceful

having own ideas, individual opinions
doing well at school

getting along well with other children
acting properly for a boy/ a girl
able to' guide himself/herself
obedient to parents

responsible, reliable

sensitive and understanding

cuorius about the world, interested in many things

rcin.org.pl
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