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point for examing historiography in People’s Poland, Polish historiography abroad 
(in the right proportion of 3:1) and for a concise characterisation of the most recent 
period (from the events of 1980).

The author does not avoid difficult problems and writes about them expertly 
without going to extremes or displaying emotion, so characteristic of many 
researchers. He sees the ups-and-downs of the past 50 years and their causes. 
He presents Polish historiography in a European context. The last chapter, which 
is a synthesis of many years of experience and observation, is a specific testament 
of the author. It deserves to be read attentively not only by historians.

Marceli Kosman

Frontiers o f Faith. Religious Exchange and the Constitution o f Reli­
gious Identities 1400-1750. Edited by Eszter A n d o r  and Istvan 
Györgi Tó th ,  Budapest 2001, Central European University, Euro­
pean Science Foundation, 295 pp., il.

This volume contains, as we read in the Introduction, the aftermath of the 
conference held under the same title in Budapest at the Central European 
University on March 8-12, 2000, within the framework of the programme: Cultural 
Exchange in Europe 1400-1700. It was organised by the European Science 
Foundation and History Department of the Central European University. In fact, 
the book differs considerably from the conference, which can be seen if we 
compare its table of contents with the discussion of the conference published by 
K. V o c e l k a  (“Frühneuzeit Info", Jg. 11/200, Heft 1, pp. 204-206). Some papers 
delivered at the conference have been omitted, other works added. Nevertheless, 
this has not been mentioned in the Introduction.

The volume contains as many as 25 papers by historians from France, 
Britain, Germany, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Croatia, Russia, Rumania, China and the USA. We do not find here any 
Polish historians and the study concerning the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
has been written by a French scholar (no Polish paper was delivered at the 
conference). The subject-matter embraces a very large geographical area — 
including the missions in China as well as the African and Asian provinces of the 
Ottoman Empire. The scope of issues raised is also very wide — side by side with 
strictly denominational matters there appear such topics as the witch-hunt, 
education, and the slave-trade. Therefore the volume does not constitute a 
coherent whole, and many texts contained in it are contributions very detailed 
and loosely connected to one another.

The book opens with a essay by a well-know French researcher R. M u- 
c h e m b l e d (Frontières vives: La naissance du sujet en Europe, XVe-XVIIe siècles) 
which shows both the origin of the notion of border in the modem era and the 
emergence of real and clear boundaries between states in that era. The author is 
interested both in the natural elements used in the delimination of an area (rivers, 
forests, mountains) and ethnic-linguistic ones, as well as in the types of bounda­
ries (borderland areas, linear boundaries). He also studies their reflections in the 
mentality of inhabitants, travellers, authorities. Muchembled connects in an 
interesting way the development and consolidation of the notion of frontier, 
especially the confessional one, with the rise of individualism and the sense of 
the personal identity of the ego, characteristic of the early modern era in contrast 
to the weakly individualized mental world of the Middle Ages.

Much less pertinent to the subject of frontiers and their perception is the 
otherwise very interesting article by the Hungarian researcher Katalin P e t e r  
(The Way from  the Church o f the Priest to the Church o f the Congretation), a study 
of the religious attitudes of Hungarian Lutherans. The well-known German 
historian, researcher into the processes of confessionalisation, Heinz S c h i l ­
l i n g  (Confessionalisation and the Rise o f Religious and Cultural Frontiers in Early 
Modem Europe) presents the role of confessionalisation in the rise and consoli-

www.rcin.org.pl

Darek
Prostokąt



REVIEWS 169

dation of religious and cultural boundaries all over Europe. Largely departing from 
the subject, though carrying much information on the little known area, is the 
study by a researcher of Chinese extraction, Ronnie P o - C h i a  Hs i a  (Conver­
sion and Conversation: A Dialogical History of the Catholic Missions in China from  
the Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Century); the author presents the methods applied 
by the missionaries in China to achieve conversion. Two French researcher — 
Olivier C h â l i n e (Frontières religieuses: la Bohême après la Montagne Blanche) 
and Daniel T o l l e t  (Cohabitation, concurrence et conversion dans la Confedera­
tion Polono-Lithuanienne au tournant des XVIe et XVIIe ss.) — present religious 
issues in Bohemia and Poland, of necessity on the basis of the existing literature, 
not always the most recent, at any rate. Thus these texts carry no revelation, or 
new findings.

Very numerous studies concern the territory of Hungary (Istvan György 
Tó t h ,  The Missionary and the Devil. Ways o f Conversion in Catholic Missions in 
Hungary, Pal F o d o r ,  The Ottomans and their Christians in Hungary, Eva 
K o w a l s k a ,  The Social Function o f Orthodoxy: the Lutherans in Hungary, 1700- 
1750, Maria C r a č iun,  Superstition and Religious Differences in Sixteenth and 
Seventeenth Century Transylvania), as well as the Balkans (Zoran V e l a g i č, The 
Croatian Author at the Frontier o f Catholicism and Orthodoxy in Croatia, Geza 
Dav i d ,  Limitations o f Conversion: Muslims and Christians in the Balkans in the 
Sixteenth Century), while other parts of Europe are less strongly represented, 
although there are some contributions concerning Italy, Britain, Portugal, Ger­
many, the Netherlands, Austria, the Ukraine and Russia (among others Giovanni 
M u t o, Laszlo K on t i e r ,  José Pedro P a i v a, Stefan E h r e n p r e i s ,  Peter V o - 
d o p i v e s ,  Olga D im i t r i e  va, Marie-Louise Roden ,  Guido Mar ne f ,  Ale­
ksandr Lav r ov ,  Kateryna Dy sa).  They differ very much in their standard and 
the extent to which they are connected to the main subject of the volume — the 
phenomenon of frontiers.

All in all, we have received a publication of uneven standard, only in part 
focussed round the title issue. R. Muchembled’s study can be acknowledged as 
a very apt theoretical introduction to the book, yet the whole volume lacks a clear 
editorial concept that would more consistently set the course for deliberations. It 
is regrettable there is no final recapitulation that would gather the results of 
particular studies into one coherent picture.

Maria Bogucka

Beloved Children. History o f Aristocratic Childhood in Hungary in the 
Early Modern Age, ed. Katalin Peter ,  Budapest 2001, Central 
European University Press, 271 pp., genealogical tables, index of 
personal and geographical names.

This book, apart from its introduction and the historical background presenting 
the specificity of Hungarian history of the 16th-18th cc., written by K. Peter, is 
composed of 4 chapters, each by another author. These chapters can be treated 
as separate studies devoted to particular problems. They are: The First Ten Years 
o f Life (Katalin Peter ,  pp. 39-98); Orphans o f Noble Birth (Ildiko Horn,  pp. 
99-162); Count Adam Batthyany and His Children (Istvan F a z e k a s ,  pp. 163- 
198) ; The Marriage Policy o f the Esterhazy Family After the Death o f Palatine Miklos 
(Judit Fej es, pp. 199-250). Hence it is not a monograph in the classical sense 
of the term, whose preparation would require an extensive archival inquiry and 
regular research, also of a demographic-statistical character; it presents a certain 
number of examples, acknowledged by the authors as typical of the era. Its basis 
consists of such sources as family archives — especially correspondence, diaries, 
inventories, instructions.

The authors consiously distance themselves from the animated international 
discussion going on for several dozen years on the subject of childhood, its 
perception, duration and mutual relations between parents and children. Merely
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