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Polska i je j sąsiedzi w późnym średniowieczu (Poland and Her 
Neighbours in the Late Middle Ages), Krzysztof O ż ó g and Stanisław 
S z c z u r  (eds), Kraków 2000, Towarzystwo Naukowe “Societas 
Vistulana”, 431+3 unp. pp., 2 maps, 7 tables, 2 genealogical tables, 
3 annexes.

This is a collection o f studies written to honour Professor Jerzy Wyrozumskl. 
Andrzej M a r z e c  ( “Sap ien tior in ter p roceres Polon iae". The Politica l C areer o f  
Janusz Suchy w ilk  (1 3 36 -1 3 74 ), pp. 9-43) says that Suchywi lk cannot be regarded 
as a consistant supporter o f the Luxemburgs, and suggests a re-examination o f 
the political changes in Poland in the 14th century. The annex on pp. 44-53 
presents Suchywilk’s itinerary in 1356-1374. Krzysztof S t o p k a  (The B ochnia  
Indu lgence in 1354 and Its A rm en ian  Context, pp. 55-80) discusses Polish-Arme- 
nian ecclesiastical contacts in the third quarter of the 14th century and puts 
forward the hypothesis that Casimir the Great supported Catholic Armenians in 
Halicz Ruthenia against the Germans who predominated among the Catholics 
there. Stanisław S z c z u r  (C asim ir the G rea t’s M eeting  in Prague w ith the E m peror  
in 1356, pp. 81-117) points out that alongside the meeting o f the rulers o f Bohemia 
and Hungary in Buda in 1353, the Prague meeting reflected the aspiration of 
Poland, Bohemia and Hungary to divide spheres o f influence among themselves; 
Poland, In return for giving up her claims to Silesia, was given freedom o f action 
in Mazovia and in Lithuanian-Ruthenian territories. The annex on pp. 118-122 
contains documents of the meeting. Two articles illustrate late medieval careers, 
an ecclesiastical career (Krzysztof R. P r o k o p ,  The A ctiv ity  o f  H enryk o f  Legnica  
(ca. 135 0/5 5 -1 3 98 ) before His Insta lla tion  as B ishop  o f  W łocław ek, pp. 123-137) 
and a secular career (Stanisław A. S r o k a ,  Ś c ibor o f  Ściborzyce. A  B iograph ica l 
O utline, pp. 139-158). Krzysztof O ż ó g  (A ndrze j Łask arzy c ’s Partic ipa tion  in 
P o lish -T e u to n ic  Issues and  C onflicts up to the Council o f  C onstance, pp. 159-186) 
emphasises that it was Andrzej who in a memorial o f 1413 denied the legality o f 
forcible Christianisation and thus called into question the ideological foundations 
o f the Teutonic Knights’ presence in Prussia. Ewa H u d y k a - K u r e k  ( “A n im a  
p re tioso r co rp o re ”, i.e. Pastora l Care o f  the S ick  in Late M ed ieva l Poland , pp. 
186-197) describes how the Fourth Lateran Council’s decisions concerning 
pastoral care o f the sick were received in Poland; she focuses on the Wieluii-Kallsz 
codification o f 1420 which decreed that priests should be called in by physicians 
to give extreme unction to the sick and to baptise children. Piotr R a b i e j  
(U n ivers ity  Scholars  in the E nvironm en t and Serv ice o f  Zb ign iew  O leśnick i, B ishop  
o f  C racow , pp. 199-231) points out that Oleśnicki made wide use o f the intellectual 
potential o f Cracow University, especially in the field o f judicature, administration, 
foreign service and legal expertise; as a result, the curia and the university held 
the same views on doctrinal question concerning Hussltlsm and the Conciliar 
theory. Marek D. K o w a l s k i  (15th C entury S tatutes o f  the C athedra l C hapter in  
C racow , pp. 233-253) discusses the Statu tes, points out that there are gaps in 
their editions and suggests that a new edition should be published. Wojciech 
D r e l i c h a r z  (P io tr o f  Szam otu ły ’s M anuscrip t ca lled  the H eilsberg C od ex  and Its 
G enesis , pp. 255-272) says that the codex in question, which contains the 
C hron ic le  o f  G allus A non imus and the C hron ic le  o f  D zierzw a, was written in Cracow 
about 1325-1330; it found its way to Łekna not later than 1378 and then to 
Trzemeszno, where it was supplemented in 1469-1471. Marek W l l a m o w s k i  
(The C ou rt Fam ily  o f  P iotr and  A n d rze j O drow ąż Sprow ski, Ru then ian  Voievodes
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and  S ta ros ts , pp. 273-322) discusses the immediate environment o f this rich 
family which settled in Ruthenia in the 14th century. He estimates that the 
environment comprised at least 25 noblemen and many more persons o f a lower 
estate, mostly Poles. Lidia K o r c z a k  (The C ircle  o f  L ithuan ian  Supporters o f  
C hurch  Union in the Second H a lf o f  the 15th Century, pp. 323-332) undermines 
the authenticity o f Metropolitan Misael’s letter and thus rejects the hypothesis 
that a small but influential group o f supporters o f a Church union existed in 
Lithuania in 1473-1476. Zofia K o w a l s k a  (The Form s o f  Politica l Com m un ica ­
tion a t the Turn o f  the M idd le Ages. The H absburgs and the Jagiellons in the Times 
o f  M ax im ilian  I, pp. 333-343) discusses the forms o f political contacts between 
the two dynasties. Grażyna L i c h o ń c z a k - N u r e k  (C racow 's  O ldest R ifle 
R anges, pp. 345-362) depicts the history o f Cracow’ rifle club from the 15th to 
the 18th century and the distribution o f its rifle ranges near the city’s walls. 
Patrycja G ą s i o r o w s k a  (M ed ieva l N uns o f  the O rder o f  St. C lare in Polish  
H istoriography, pp. 363-393) writes about various forms o f interest in the history 
o f nuns of the Order of St. Clare and about the art treasures left by them, legends, 
as well as spiritual and religious traditions. In an article The Collection  o f  M edieva l 
M anuscrip ts o f  the Scien tific L ibrary  o f  the Polish  A cadem y o f  Sciences and the 
Polish  A cadem y o f  Learn ing in C racow  (pp. 395-411) Karolina G r o d z i s k a  
depicts the history o f the collection, the progress that has been made in catalo­
guing it and its conservation requirements; the manuscripts in the collection are 
listed in the annex on pp. 412-413. Waldemar B u k o w s k i  (The W yrozum skis
—  Trem bow la  Burghers in the 17th and 18th C enturies, pp. 415-428) portrays a 
fragment o f the history of the Wyrozumski family which lived in Trembowla up to 
1945.

Jacek  A dam czyk

Szpitalnictwo w dawnej Polsce (Hospitals in Old Poland), ed. by 
Maria D ą b r o w s k a  and Jerzy K r u p p é, Warszawa 1998 [print. 
1999], Wyd. Instytutu Archeologii i Etnologii PAN, 251 pp., summa­
ry in English, illustr., tables, Studia i Materiały z Historii Kultury 
Materialnej, vol. LXVI.

This volume contains 20 papers presented during a three-day conference orga­
nized in 1997 by the Institute of Archeology and Ethnology o f the Polish Academy 
o f Sciences. Five articles deal with the medieval era, the subsequent four —  with 
hospitals in the 16th-17th c., one with the 18th c., and three —  with the 19th-20 
c. Others are survey papers and deal with issues extending over longer chrono­
logical periods. 6 studies in the collection under discussion deal with hospitals 
in Royal and Ducal Prussia, as well as in Warmia, 2 essays deal with Mazovia, 4 
essays deal with Little Poland, and one essay is devoted to Great Poland. 
Lithuanian, Samogitian, Podlachian and Armenian hospitals as well as the 
hospitals run by the Orthodox Church, are not analysed in the book simply 
because research is not advanced enough.

It is hard to shape a general opinion about the content o f such collections, 
since they usually abound in small contributions, and articles based on solid 
archival research go hand in hand with dissertations derived from the literature 
o f the subject or summaries o f their authors’ previous works. This is also true of 
H ospita ls in O ld  Poland.

The volume opens with Stanisław L i t a k ’s (Lublin) article: H ospita ls in 
P re -p a rtition  Poland. D evelopm ent and  Problem s  (pp. 13-31), which attempts to 
provide a synthesis o f the issue o f the early-modern hospital system. The author 
discusses Catholic hospitals in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and divides 
them into hospital provostshlps (i.e. independent institutions with their own 
benefices) and parish establishments, which developed following the Council of 
Trent. By the examples o f some dioceses (those o f Poznań , Płock and Przemyśl), 
the author shows the dynamic of the development o f the parish hospital network.
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