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the model described by H. Phillips depicts the state of French culture on the eve 
of the Enl ightenment breakthrough, and serves the explanation of this particular 
phenomenon. Similarly to every model, it operates with the assistance of simpli-
fication and generalisation, which one can try to undermine by resorting to 
individual facts, although the proper yardstick of its merit will be the range of 
strong impact upon other scholars. 

The virtue of the book lies in a suggestive description of the dominat ing 
co-dependence between the Church and the culture of seventeenth-century 
France, despite the fact that not a lways was the author capable of avoiding a 
perception of the Church as a specific clerical organisation wh ich remained 
outside society. 

Tomasz Wiślic z 

Jerzy J e d l i c k i , A Suburb of Europe. Nineteenth-Century Polish 
Approaches to Western Civilization, Budapest 1999, Central Euro-
pean University Press, 307 pp., bibliography, index of persons. 

This is an English translation of the book which was publ ished in Poland ten 
years ago under the title The Civilization that the Poles Need. Studies in the History 

of 19th Century Ideas and Imagination (State Scientif ic Publ ishers — Państwowe 
Wydawnic two Naukowe, Warszawa 1988). The title of the book, in both its Polish 
and English version, is not only a perfect epitome of the author 's arguments but 
arouses the reader's interest. 

Jerzy Jedlicki raises a subject which has probably been the most profoundly 
discussed subject in Europe during the last two hundred years, a subject which 
has provoked the most vehement polemics and inspired phi losophers, men of 
letters, preachers, Journalists and politicians. The question about the destination 
of the Western world appeared during the Age of Enl ightenment when the ideas 
of civilization and progress were first formulated. However, almost f rom the very 
beginning optimistic prognoses and visions of linear progress were accompanied 
by diagnoses of degeneration and decline. They were expressed from the beginning 
of the 19th century in the very centre of Western civilization, in France, Germany 
and, first and foremost, in Britain, which was then experiencing the decline of a 
stormy economic development and profound social changes. Crit ic ism of indu-
strial civilization, of monster towns ruled by money and soul less machines, 
accompanied these changes throughout the 19th century, assuming various 
forms in individual countries, depending on their economic and social develop-
ment . 

Together with the concept of modern civilization, the 18th century raised the 
question of the centre and peripheries of the developed world and of backwardness 
and retardment, that is, the opposite of the idea of progress. Accord ing to the 
diagnosis made by Polish thinkers and political activists at the end of the 18th 
century Poland was a periphery. Modernization became one of the basic points of 
the Polish Enl ightenment programme, but this made it diff icult for its arbitrary 
champions to establish contact with the „backward" nation. From that t ime on, 
Polish ideological disputes were dominated by a dialogue between modernizers 
and conservatists, between advocates of West European patterns and defenders 
of traditional native values, between champions of progress and glorif iers of 
continuity. However, after the partit ions the Polish polemics were dominated by 
a subject which was of pr imary Importance for the Poles: the nation's right to 
independence, to the recovery of its own state. Disputes over whether Poland was 
a member of Western civilization or should fol low its own road of development 
were natural in the condit ions when the nation was divided among the three 
partit ioners and when its sense of being a periphery was strengthened by bondage 
and by the struggle to preserve national identity. 

Jedlicki 's book reconstructs the views expressed throughout the 19th cen-
tury but its construction departs from the traditional model of scholarly studies. 
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A Suburb of Europe is not a typical monograph examining the v iews of ideological 
and political camps; its axis is a dialogue, a confrontat ion of opposing att itudes 
and arguments , and this construction corresponds best to last century's polemics. 
The dialogue is divided into two main parts, the dividing line being the year 1863, 
the year of the January Rising which opened an epoch of profound social changes 
and new ideological ideas in the Polish territories. 

The first part of the book, Images of the Future, presents the theoretical 
d isputes between the advocates and adversaries of modernity, from the 1780s to 
the January Rising. The disputes focused on three important quest ions indisso-
lubly l inked with the idea of social and economic progress. In three chapters of 
Part I the author presents the incompatible concepts of national identity and 
supranat ional , cosmopolitan civilization, of natural way and an artificial develop-
ment disturbed by modernizat ion efforts, and the diametrically dif ferent models 
of a society ruled by the laws of the market and economy and a world of traditional 
Christ ian values (The Gospel and Economy is the terse title of this chapter). 
Jedlicki reconstructs the polemics of that time in chronological order; he presents 
the v iews of all important political circles and movements as well as ideological 
currents, starting with the enl ightened circles, the liberals and conservat ives of 
the Congress Kindom, the advocates of the specif ic character of Polish historical 
deve lopment , to the Romantic ists and conservatives in Poland and in exile. 

The years 1863-1864 not only brought it home to the Poles that they should 
look for a new national policy which would lead to the society's economic 
deve lopment rather than to an armed struggle for independence; first and 
foremost they brought radical social changes (l iquidation of the vestiges of the 
feudal system in the Polish Kingdom). The decades that fol lowed were a period of 
new doubts brought about by the inevitable progress. Jedlicki presents them in 
the second part of the book entitled Ambiguities of Progress. The second part of 
the 19th century witnessed the formation of a new social group, the intelligentsia, 
and its emancipat ion from the other social classes. However, Poland, a country 
on a relatively low level of development and deprived of its own educational, 
scientif ic and state apparatus, soon experienced a specific phenomenon: a 
surplus of the intelligentsia. The chapter bear ing the significant title Vicious 
Circles presents discussions on the useful and redundant representatives of the 
new social group: the semi-amateur non-profess ional intelligentsia derived from 
the nobil ity and the urban population, a small group of academic intelligentsia 
( l imited in number as a result of the lack of Polish universities) and the equally 
small g roup of professionals connected with industry. After the January Rising 
this new inconsistent social group created a new matter-o f - fact but ardent 
ideological movement : positivism. Its representatives Joined in the debate on 
progress and backwardness, but they no longer questioned Poland's membership 
of the wor ld of Western civilization. The positivists put forward an innovatory 
thoroughly pro-European programme the aim of which was to reduce the dispro-
portion between Poland and the West, „to open the windows on Europe", to 
modernize a society which was several score years behind the times. To implement 
these great tasks, the intelligentsia was to take over the role of the non-existent 
state and weak ly development local government and stimulate cultural, educa-
tional, economic and social development. It soon turned out however that this 
was a breakneck task (the chapters Affirmation and Negation and Growth and 
Distribution). 

The story of A Suburb of Europe is brought up to the 1880s, the threshold of 
an epoch of pro found social confl icts and new political challenges. This does not 
mean that the question of the relationship between Poland and the West, between 
at tachment to Polish customs and cosmopol i tanism, between progress and 
backwardness was solved or lost its topicality at the end of the 19th century, but 
at tempts to answer these eternal quest ions have since that t ime been made by 
the modern ideologies of socialism and nationalism, by modern mass political 
parties and ideologists using new propaganda instruments. 
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Jerzy Jedlicki 's book recalls the discussions which contributed to the 
intellectual atmosphere in Poland for over a century and which sound fresh and 
topical also today. Jedlicki 's vivid flexible style, the quality of which has been 
preserved in the English translation, is an indisputable virtue of the book, Despite 
his erudition, the author did not yield to the temptation of overburdening the book 
with academic material; the most important notes can be found at the end of each 
chapter. The chronology placed at the beginning of the book and maps of the 
Polish territories will make it easier for foreign readers to take in the situation of 
a country whose frontiers kept changing during these more than 100 years 
(1766-1893) . The book is equipped with a competent bibl iography which lists 
selected items in French, English, and Polish. 

A Suburb of Europe shows the history of the supranational idea, which is 
important irrespective of geographical, historical and political condit ions; it a lso 
reconstructs the incarnations and members of this idea in a concrete East 
European society during a period when unprecedented changes and processes 
took place in this part of the European continent. Disputes over the identity of a 
nation living on the confines of Western civilization, over the development roads 
of a peripheral society, over the shape of the nation's inheritance and the necessity 
of modernizat ion were an important element of the Polish ideological debate in 
the 19th century; but they also stirred the imagination of other nations in 
East-Central Europe and, to some extent, were, and still are, of topical interest 
to all peoples which have come across the ideas of progress and civilization in 
their history. 

Magdalena Micińska 

Diana S i e b e r t, Bäuerliche alttag s Strategien in der Belarussischen 
SSR (1921-1941). Die Zerstörung patriarchalischer Familienwirt-
schaft, Stuttgart 1998, Franz Steiner Verlag, 416 pp., annexes, 
maps, illustrations, indexes. Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte 
des Östlichen Europa, Band 52. 

The main thread of Diana Siebert's book is the analysis of the agrarian policy of 
USSR and BSSR authorities from the end of military operations in Byelorussia 
after the First World War and Revolution till the German aggression upon the 
USSR. She emphasizes that the main objectives of this agrarian policy were 
invariably: a ) to ensure the cheapest supply of food to the towns in the USSR, b ) 
to subject the rural population to direct, possibly the widest control. She shows 
that the actions of the Byelorussian authorit ies were above all subject to the 
al l -Union decisions. However, especially in the 1920s the republican authorit ies 
had a large margin of freedom in the realization of those directives. At least some 
part of the party and state functionaries made use of those opportunities. A 
politician who personif ied such an independent posture is in the author's opinion 
Zmitrok Prishchepa, in the years 1924-1929 People's Commissar for Byelorussian 
Agriculture (pp. 343-345) . 

In the period of NEP Byelorussian agriculture to a large extent continued the 
developmental l ines from before 1914. This period could be acknowledged as 
advantageous to Byelorussian agriculture. General ly remaining at a low level of 
development it was modernized through the expansion of the area of land under 
a three-f ie ld system (leaving no fal low ground), gradual improvement of agricul-
tural tools, expansion of the area under crops, improvement of the supplies to the 
countryside and sale of products through co-operat ive structures. The pre -war 
level of production was surpassed relatively quickly, the number of horses — the 
basic traction force on a farm — increased. Peasant fami ly farms were almost an 
exclusive form of husbandry. 

Collectivization broke with the earlier developmental trends. It is true that 
at the beginning in many places it was merely formal — a collective farm was 
off icially established, but within it each family farmed in the old way. However, 
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