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Allen, Rufus Н., Jr., and David A. Marquis.

1970. Effect of thinning on height & diameter growth of 
oak and yellow-poplar saplings. NE. Forest Exp. Sta., Upper 
Darby, Pa.
11 pp., illus. (USDA Forest Serv. Res. Paper NE-173)

Early thinning in young even-aged sapling stands are desirable to 
maintain good species composition and improve diameter growth. This 
study verifies that diameter growth increases after thinning, but shows 
that height growth of 7- to 9-year-old sapling hardwoods may be 
markedly reduced after very heavy thinnings. To achieve rapid diam
eter growth without sacrificing height growth, total release of crop 
trees should be avoided, and densities of about 60 percent of normal 
stocking should be maintained.
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